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It’s got to be Invisible Fence® Brand

FREE Install
Up to $300 OFF!

PROMO CODE: CL1710. Participating Dealers only.   
Contact us for details. Expires 11/15/17.

We o�er the latest technology 
and training, with solutions that 
are totally customized to your 
pet, your home and your life. 

Contact us today for a no obligation, 
FREE in-home consultation.

©2017 Invisible Fence, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Invisible Fence of the First Coast
FirstCoast@InvisibleFence.com
904-262-5100 | 800-266-1408

InvisibleFence.com 

On Aug. 26, Bartram Trail High 
School traveled to North Georgia 
to face Cartersville in what could 
be called a quarterback showdown, 
pitting Bartram’s nationally recruited 
quarterback, Joey Gatewood, against 
Carterville quarterback Trevor Law-
rence, who is also highly sought after 
by college teams. 

� e invitation to play in a nation-
ally televised game on ESPN2 
instantly created a buzz of energy 
throughout Bartram Trail and the 
local community. One booster club 
o�  cer said that Cartersville under-
estimated Bartram Trail’s following 
— additional game tickets had to be 
overnighted to St. Johns to supply 
the demand brought on by parents, 
family members and community 
supporters.

Although ESPN provided � nancial 
assistance to the football players, 
coaches and managers, other school 
groups jumped at the opportunity to 

Bartram Trail High 
School makes the 
most of televised 
spotlight
By Shelley Howard and Melissa Mulley
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photos courtesy Shelley Howard and Melissa Mulley

Quarterback Joey Gatewood makes a play.

Bartram Trail cont. on pg. 17

Across from Alpine Groves Park on 
State Road 13 sits an old volunteer 
� rehouse that hasn’t been in use 
since the county built Fire Station 2 
in Switzerland in 2000. What many 
people don’t know is that behind this 
old � rehouse is a truly historic build-
ing that is also in a state of disrepair: 
� e Switzerland Community Center.

� e William Bartram Scenic and 
Historic Highway Group, headed 
by Al Abbatiello, has had rebuilding 
or replacing this community center 
as part of its Corridor Master Plan 
since 2012 and Abbatiello said the 
group decided in 2016 that it was 
time to take on this project. � e 
group is currently working with the 
Stetson Kennedy Foundation and 
Karen Roumillat, who is its vice 
chairman, is equally invested in get-
ting this project o�  the ground.

Abbatiello said that in 2007, St. 
Johns County, which owns the half 
acre property containing the Swit-
zerland Community Center, planned 
to restore the building via a grant, 
but unfortunately the grant request 
was rejected. Abbatiello is now in the 
process of getting a structural analy-
sis of the building to determine if it 
is structurally sound and able to be 
restored. If it passes muster, county 
approval would then be needed for 
any restoration or private grant ap-
plications to � nance it.

� e Switzerland Community Cen-
ter’s history dates to 1900, when the 
structure was built as a church in a 

Scenic Highway group plans Switzerland Community 
Center restoration as part of Corridor Master Plan
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

di� erent location in the area. In 
1947, the building was donated 
by the Methodist Conference 
and moved to its current loca-
tion, where it became the area’s 
recreational building. It hosted 
dances, meetings, Sunday dinners 
and was generally the focus of com-
munity living. It was also the voting 
precinct for this area. � e volunteer 
� re station was added on to the front 
of the community center in the mid-
1950s.

“Saving the community center might 
be our most important project long 
term, because we would also be sav-

The Switzerland Community Center sits behind 
the old volunteer fire department on State Road 13 
across from Alpine Groves Park.

dances, meetings, Sunday dinners 

the old volunteer fire department on State Road 13 

Photos by Martie Thompson 

Al Abbatiello and the William Bartram Scenic and Historic 
Highway group plan to restore the Switzerland Com-
munity Center

ing the history of this community,” 
said Roumillat. “� at building was 
‘the’ gathering place for this vibrant 
community in the ‘40s and ‘50s.”

St. Johns CARES Kids held its annual 
9/11 Never Forget Banner and Dinner 
Delivery on Sunday, Sept. 17. � e event 
was rescheduled due to Hurricane Irma. 
Everyone had a great time showing sup-

St. Johns CARES Kids 9/11 Never Forget 
banner and dinner delivery

Photos courtesy Katrine Strickland 

port for Station #18 in Nocatee 
and � rst responders everywhere.

Scenic Highway cont. on pg. 17
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Once again, Creekside 
girls dominated the 
course, finishing three 
varsity runners in the 
top five

MYSTERY PHOTO

Can you guess where this is? Submit your answer to  
mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Last month’s winner was Michelle Blue.

Hello! My name is Snickers! I am a one- 
year-old female cat who was brought to the 
Pet Center as a stray. 

Hi! My name is Candy! I am a six-year-old 
female cat who was also brought to the Pet 
Center as a stray. Come visit us at the Pet 
Center! 

Come visit us today at the Pet Center!
130 N. Stratton Rd.
St. Augustine, FL 32095
(904) 209-6190

Independent  
Free Community  
Newspapers

TARGETED
Our town. Our people. �is newspaper is delivered to almost all of 
the people in the towns that you need to reach.

AUDITED
We have the numbers! Our receivership and readership are 
unmatched in the community. You need our numbers, because we 
provide the audience you need.

PROVEN
We’ve been bringing buyers and sellers together for decades. When 
times are tough, choose the paper that is here to stay.

Call to advertise in The CreekLine (904) 886-4919

Circulation Audit by Proud Member of

Creekside Cross Country 
dominates
page 27
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Food drive coming in November
St. Johns CARES will sponsor its ninth 
annual Food Drive on Nov. 4. Dona-
tion bags will be placed on mailboxes in 
participating neighborhoods mailboxes 
the week of Oct. 30 and donations 
should be placed by mailboxes no later 
than 10 a.m. on Nov. 4 for pickup by 
volunteers. �e food will be distributed 
to St. Francis House, Christ’s Cupboard, 
SEA Community and Shepherd’s Haven 
food pantries. Volunteers are needed 
to help make this event successful; visit 
www.StJohnsCares.org for details and to 
volunteer. 

Northwest United for Progress to meet
Northwest United for Progress will wel-
come Dr. David Schwam-Baird to its 

Oct. 9 meeting at 7 p.m. at the Unity 
Church for Creative Living, 2777 Race 
Track Rd. Dr. Schwam-Baird, an as-
sociate professor of political science and 
public administration at the University 
of North Florida, will speak about the 
Israeli-Palestinian Middle East peace 
process. Northwest United for Progress 
is an organization of democratic and 
progressive members from NW St. 
Johns County. All are welcome. Email 
nwsjcp@gmail.com for more informa-
tion.

College entrance test prep classes 
scheduled
�e Bartram Trail Public Library will 
o�er ACT and SAT Prep Courses 
beginning Oct. 24. Instructors, one for 

English and one for math, are licensed 
teachers with experience in test prepara-
tion. Each course will meet six times 
— four classes are instructional, the 
�fth class is a practice test which will be 
timed and graded, and during the �nal 
class the students will be able to ask 
questions about the completed tests and 
the test process. Enrollment packets will 
be available at the Bartram Trail Public 
Library front desk beginning in early 
October. �e fee for each course is $45. 
�ese courses often �ll up, so plan to 
register early. Email folbtl@gmail.com 
with any questions or for more informa-
tion.

Datil Pepper Fall Festival scheduled
UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County 
will host the 2017 Datil Pepper Fall 
Festival at St. Johns County Agricul-
tural Center, 3125 Agriculture Center 
Drive, on Oct. 7 and 8.�e festival 
will o�er educational events, a food 
court, plant and rain barrel sales by St. 
Johns County Master Gardeners, and 
a 4-H Youth Kids Zone. On Saturday, 
the very popular Datil Pepper Res-
taurant Cook-O� will showcase local 
chefs and their datil-inspired cuisine. 
For a dollar a sample, attendees can 
taste these culinary delights. Also on 
Saturday, there will be an amateur 
Datil Pepper Hot Sauce Contest for 
locals to compete with their favorite 
homemade hot sauces. Visit http://

bit.ly/datfest17 for more 
information.

Coin Club to 
host show
�e Ancient City 
Coin Club of St. Augustine will host a 
fall Coin and Currency Show on Satur-
day, Oct. 21, at the Fraternal Order of 
Police Lodge #113, 5050 Inmam Road 
in St. Augustine. Doors open at 9 a.m. 
and admission and parking are free. �e 
show features U.S. and foreign coins 
and currency, silver and gold bullion, 
medals, jewelry, tokens and more. �ere 
will be hourly door prizes and ra�es of 
a $5 gold piece, 2017 silver eagle, $20 
CSA note and 1963 proof set. Visit 
Facebook.com/acccstaugustine or con-
tact Jerry Walden at (904)-940-6245 
for more information.

Photo courtesy UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County 

Datil peppers

Photo courtesy Ancient City Coin Club

The Coin and Currency Show will be held on Oct. 21.
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Have an event coming up? 
Email us at 

calendar@fl oridanewsline.com

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | ProsthodonticsBoard Certified Pediatric Dentist

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.

www.nemetzdental.com
We are in-network providers with Metlife, Delta, Cigna,  

United Healthcare and most other PPO Plans.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223 (Between Sonny’s BBQ & CareSpot)
(904) 292-2210 • www.NemetzDental.com

2nd
Current Events Discussion Group
10 a.m. (repeating event on Mondays)
Donovan’s Irish Pub, US Highway 1 
adsilby@yahoo.com 

3rd
First Coast Card Club – adult card players
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
St. Augustine Main Library, 
1960 Ponce de Leon Blvd.
(904) 829-0643
World Golf Village Toastmasters
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
First Florida Credit Union, 1950 County Road 
210W
Worldgolfvillage.toastmastersclubs.org

Oct. 3rd – Nov. 7th
Northeast Florida AHEC Quit Smoking 
Class
Tuesdays, 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Flagler Hospital
Free; call (904) 482-0189 to register

5th
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 14-7
7:30 p.m.
St. Augustine Yacht Club near the St. Augustine 
Lighthouse
(904) 460-0243
Palencia Bridge Club plays Party Bridge
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. (repeating event on Thursdays)
Donovan’s Irish Pub, 7440 US Highway 1
Diane Tamplin, (904) 808-7326

5th – 6th & 7th – 8th
St. Johns Riverkeeper Eco Heritage boat 
trip
St. Johns River
Shannon@stjohnsriverkeeper.org or 
(904) 256-7613 or www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org

6th
Rotary Club of St. Johns meeting
7:30 a.m. (repeating event on Fridays)
St. Johns Golf and Country Club Clubhouse
www.rotarystjohns.org

7th
Fall Craft Festival
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Mandarin United Methodist Church

8th
St. Johns Chapter of the Catholic Writers 
Guild
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Father Felix Varela Center, 
5110 Lourcey Road
www.dosafl.com/outreach/catholic-writers-
guild/

9th
Fore the Kids Golf Tournament to benefit 
Palencia Elementary
11 a.m. registration; 1 p.m. shotgun start
Palencia Club
www.Palenciaforethekids.com
The Northwest United for Progress club 
meeting
7 p.m.
Unity Church for Creative Living, 
2777 Race Track Road
nwsjcp@gmail.com
4-H Science Club
5 p.m. – 5:45 p.m.
Bartram Trail Branch Library
(904) 827-6960
St. Augustine Newcomers Club of 
Northeast Florida dinner and trivia
6 p.m.
St. Augustine restaurant
Call Lea for location and joining information 
(904) 829-0643 or (904) 814-9612

10th
Bartram Trail Newcomers and Women’s 
Club luncheon
11 a.m.
Maggiano’s Little Italy, St. Johns Town Center
RSVP by Oct. 2, bartramtnc@gmail.com

12th
Relay for Life of North St. Johns Kick O�  
Party
6:30 p.m.
Nease High School, 10550 Ray Road.
rfl.northsaintjohnscounty@gmail.com
Rotary Club of Bartram Trail
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. (repeating event on 
Thursdays)
Westminster Woods, 25 State Road 
lancedmalcolm@gmail.com 
Palencia Bridge Club plays Party Bridge
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. (repeating event on Thursdays)
Donovan’s Irish Pub, 7440 US Highway 1
Diane Tamplin, (904) 808-7326

14th
Visit with live raptors and owl from The 
Alligator Farm
11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Wild Birds Unlimited Store, 450 State Road 13 in 
Fruit Cove
Free program; $5 donation to St. Augustine 
Alligator Farm requested
(904) 230-3242
Friends of the Library Book Sale
9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Bartram Trail Branch Library
(904) 827-6960
Vessel Safety Check by Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Flotilla 14-7
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Vilano boat ramp
http://vsc.mysafeboating.com

16th
All Star Quilt Guild
9:45 a.m.
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd.
www.orgsites.com/fl/allstartquiltguild or (904) 
502-5254

17th
North Business Council of the St. Johns 
County Chamber of Commerce
8 a.m. – 9 a.m.
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek, 25 
State Road 13
Register at www.sjcchamber.com or call (904) 
829-5681
St. Johns CARES meeting
7 p.m.
Bartram Academy, 164 Everest Lane, Ste. 1
www.stjohnscares.org
First Coast Card Club – adult card players
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
St. Augustine Main Library, 
1960 Ponce de Leon Blvd.
(904) 829-0643 

20th
Cunningham Creek Elementary Bubble 
Run
PTO FUNd Run
www.cce-pto.com

20th – 22nd
San Juan del Rio Fall Festival
Ride tickets, game tickets and food available for 
purchase
sanjuandr.wixsite.com/fallfestival

21st
Fruit Cove Cruise In sponsored by 
Sunshine State Chevelles
4 p.m. – 8 p.m.
PDQ parking lot, 194 State Road 13
Repeating event on third Saturday of each 
month(904) 827-6960
Fruit Cove Pub Crawl
3:15 p.m.
Bartram Walk, State Road 13/Race Track Road
Benefits Rotary and St. Johns CARES; tickets 
$35
contact@stjohnscares.org
Cimarrone Ladies’ Golf Association Pink 
Ribbon Golf Tournament
Registration 6:45 a.m.; shotgun start 8 a.m.
Cimarrone Golf Club, 2800 Cimarrone Blvd.
Brenda.bailey55@comcast.net or (904) 287-
0723 or http://clga.info

26th
North Business Council After Hours 
Networking Event
5 p.m. – 7 p.m.
World Golf Village Renaissance St. Augustine 
Resort
Free to Chamber members and guests; Regis-
ter at www.sjcchamber.com or (904)829-5681
National Association of Railway Business 
Women (NARBW)
6 p.m. 
Location TBD
RSVP to NARBW-Jax@yahoo.com or (904) 945-
0943 

27th
Helping Hands of St. Johns County
10 a.m.
First Florida Credit Union, 1950 County Road 
210W
jacqphil@aol.com

31st
iPad user group
1 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Bartram Trail Branch Library
(904) 827-6960



October 2017 The CreekLine | Page 5

� e value of community papers continues 
to grow, with new ways to serve readers and 
strengthen their communities. Over 150 million 
people are informed and entertained by their 
community paper every week.

Built on everything local—stories, community 
events, business news, people, places and local 
advertisers—we know � rsthand the value of 
community.

Daily newspapers can’t claim to be local all the 
time, but we are committed to o� ering that 
value to our readers and advertisers.

The difference between your 
“local” daily newspaper and your 
local community paper

The value of 
free community 
papers is 
growing while 
daily newspapers 
are failing

Call to advertise in The CreekLine (904) 886-4919

Circulation Audit by Proud Member of

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective as of the publication date. $1,000 
minimum deposit to open and is required to earn stated APY. Funds 

must come from a source outside Bank of the Ozarks. Penalty for early 
withdrawal. Offer not available to brokers, dealers and other financial 
institutions. Offer good at Mandarin location only. Fees could reduce 

earnings. Member FDIC. © Copyright 2017 Bank of the Ozarks.

BANKOZARKS.COM

SPECIAL RATE!

OFFER AVAILABLE AT
10970 SAN JOSE BLVD.

904-880-1435

OPEN A 
13 MONTH CD AT

1.56%APY*

Some exclusions 
apply. Can not be 

combined with other 
coupons/discounts. 
See store for details. 

Coupon Expires 
10/25/2017

$7 O�  
any $35 purchase

Hurry In! 
Fall

 Savings

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

450 SR 13 at Race Track (next to Publix)  • www.wbu.com/jacksonville •  (904) 230-3242

Q: What can you tell us about the status 
of the county budget meetings that were 
scheduled for early to mid-September?
A: Just about all planned county and 
state meetings have been delayed by 
a week or even a month because of 
Hurricane Irma. With people still not 
having power, it didn’t seem appropriate 
to conduct business as normal. Addi-
tionally, the meetings must be o�  cially 
noticed and so time is needed for that.

Q: Has there been a date set for the final 
budget hearing?
A: Yes, the � nal budget hearing has been 
set for Tuesday, Oct. 3 at 5:01 p.m. at 
the County Administration Building. 
� e public is invited to this meeting, 
but I’d ask that anyone who still has 
questions about the budget should con-
tact me prior to the meeting. Although 
of course we will answer questions at the 
meeting, this meeting can be relatively 
short if we can get questions answered 
ahead of time.

Q: Today (Sept. 18) is one week after 
Hurricane Irma. What is the status of St. 
Johns County?
A: We are getting close to having all 
power restored to residents. Tree and 
debris removal actually began last week. 
We have had utility trucks and dump 
trucks for debris removal coming from 
as far away as California to assist us. I 
think as bad as this storm was, it really 
strengthened my pride in our commu-
nity and our state. I’ve been encouraged 
by how everyone came together to help 
each other. I think it’s been more of an 
“organized chaos” compared to Hur-
ricane Matthew last year, all based on 
what we learned from that storm.

Q: What do you think have been 
the improvements over last year’s 
response?
A: Well, I think our communications 
have improved for one thing. Also, we 
had a Declared State of Emergency the 
day following the storm this year rather 
than a week later like last year. � is is 
critical because it allows all the relief 
agencies to get involved. One thing that 
was impressive was the extra e� ort DEP 
(Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection) made to get thousands of 
yards of sand for dune restoration (that 
was scheduled as a result of Hurricane 

Matthew) delivered before Hurricane 
Irma hit. Some was even delivered the 
day prior to the storm and I believe this 
helped spare some areas.

Also, our people were better prepared 
after going through Matthew. St. 
Johns County provides sandbags to 
residents at taxpayer expense and last 
year, 70,000 were utilized. � is year, 
residents used 200,000. I think this ex-
pense is worth it because it surely saved 
money in damaged property.

Q: What is the next step?
A: We have transitioned from a search 
and rescue to a recovery e� ort. We are 
still assessing the damage in the county 
and should have a timeline for restora-
tion by next month. � e main number 
for residents to call is (904) 284-5550 
for St. Johns County Hurricane Re-
covery. Callers will be directed to the 
correct agency to help them out. 

In the meantime, I’d like to encourage 
those who had little or no power loss to 
be patient with those who were not as 
fortunate. St. Johns County itself will 
take some time to get back to nor-
mal, such as with parks and recreation 
facilities, as many county resources have 
been allocated to more pressing needs.

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you?
A: Readers can email me at bcc1jjohns@
sjc� .us or call me at (904) 615-7437.

with Jimmy Johns, St. Johns County 
Commissioner, District 1Q A&&Q A&Q A

Would you like to 
see your school’s 

good news 
published in The 

CreekLine? 
Send it in! Photos also welcomed.

editor@floridanewsline.com

The Whole Pie

Call to advertise in The CreekLine (904) 886-4919

You’ve heard the news about the daily paper.
Sounds pretty bad, huh?
Get the whole pie, not just a piece, with 
all the ingredients for solid, long standing 
business success, when you advertise in this 
independently-owned, free community paper.
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with Beverly Slough, St. Johns County 
School Board Member, District 1Q A&&Q A&Q A

Jacksonville’s
Largest Upscale

Consignment Store

Free Pickup service for large consignments!

• Accepting and Selling furniture (living room, 
dining room, bedroom, etc) 

•  Home decor (lamps, rugs, artwork, tchotchke)    
• New items arrive daily.
• We are ready to accept your entire house, 

estate, etc.
• We also o� er inventory liquidation service 

for builders, home and furniture industry 
businesses, etc.

(904) 880-8448 * www.EncoreDecorFL.com
10830 San  Jose Boulevard (across from Walmart)

Mon - Sat 10 - 7 • Sun 12-5

12412 San Jose Blvd., Suite 203 | Jacksonville, FL 32223
Phone: 904-432-3321 | Fax: 904-432-3324

www.nautilusbehavioralhealth.com

Let us help you and your family be at your best!

Assessments We O�er Include:
Psychoeducational (IQ & Achievement)

ADHD  •  Gifted  •  Infant/Toddler Development
Standardized Testing Accommodations

We Also O�er:
Individual and Family Therapy 

Educational Groups and WorkshopsSarah Dew-Reeves,
Ph.D.

Lisa D. Bailey,
Ph.D.

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts • Probate • Guardianship

Over 20 Years Legal Experience

904-665-0005  
www.preddylaw.com

12627 San Jose Blvd. • Ste. 102 (Just north of the Julington Creek Bridge)

Q: During Hurricane Irma, several 
schools were used as shelters. Can you 
give us an update?
A: Well, � rst I am grateful to our prin-
cipals, not just those who stayed at their 
own schools the whole time, but others 
who also pitched in, for their hard 
work. I’d also like to recognize those I 
think are the unsung heroes: members 
of the transportation department, who 
picked up residents and took them to 
and from the shelters in school buses.

We had � ve planned shelters — Bar-
tram Trail High School, Timberlin 
Creek Elementary School, Pacetti Bay 
Middle School, South Woods Elemen-
tary School and Pedro Menendez High 
School. All were about half full except 
for Pedro Menendez, which was com-
pletely full. � en, the governor asked 
us to open Mill Creek Elementary as 
a shelter due to its proximity to Inter-
state 95 as an option for travelers. It 
was ironic that this school then su� ered 
damage due to tornadic activity — the 
entire front awning over the parent 
pickup line was ripped down.

Q: Today (Sept. 18) is the first day back to 
school. How did things go?
A: I call this our second � rst day of 
school. Everything seems to be � ring on 
all cylinders and everyone seems happy 
to be back. Several principals expressed 
to me that they were grateful for us 
bringing back all the sta�  on Friday to 

decompress and plan before the stu-
dents arrived on Monday.

Q: In all, St. Johns County students 
missed six days of school due to 
Hurricane Irma. Are there any plans yet 
to make up that many days?
A: Since Governor Scott called for 
every school in the state to be closed for 
Friday, Sept. 8 and Monday, Sept. 11, 
I’m hopeful that there may be a waiver 
from the state for those two days. St. 
Johns County can compensate for two to 
three days with the extra minutes that we 
already have added to each school day. 
Finally, Veterans Day and the Wednesday 
before � anksgiving are already in our 
calendar as make up days. So we have 
lots of options and will let parents know 
as soon as we hear from the state as to the 
course of action we will take.

Q: How was the topping o�  ceremony 
held this morning for the Aberdeen K-8 
school under construction?
A: It was so good to have something 
positive. � e contractor told us that he 
had won a Sunshine State Safety Award 
for this project due to no injuries onsite 
and no missed days. We were glad to 
applaud the workers this morning. We 
have no worries in the least about the 
school opening on time for the 2018 – 
2019 school year.

Q: Speaking of the new K-8 schools, how 
did the zoning meetings go earlier in 
September?
A: We actually had to postpone the third 
Town Hall meeting due to Hurricane 
Irma, but we had a large public response 
at the meetings we held. � e rezoning 
plan presented was a starter plan and the 
possibility exists that it will be adjusted 
due to the public input we received. 
We hope to vote on the rezoning for 
both schools at our November Board 
Meeting, but this is the school district’s 
timeline and a vote can be pushed back 
if necessary. � e next step after that is 
naming a principal for each of the new 
schools, hopefully in January 2018.

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: � ey can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.� .us or call me at 
(904) 547-7510.

Photo courtesy Beth Sweeny

On Sept. 18, local dignitaries gathered to see the final steel beam lifted to the top of the new  K – 8 school under 
construction in Aberdeen. Known as “topping o§ ,” this event was recognized since a formal groundbreaking 
had not been held for the school previously due to inclement weather. The school will serve approximately 1,400 
student in the area when it opens in time for the 2018 – 2019 school year.

School district celebrates topping o�  at Aberdeen school

The CreekLine reaches your 
target market every month by 
mail.

Get your ad in front of 
*44,000+ readers.

Call (904) 886-4919 for rates

*Source: CVC audit 2015
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FYI Contact Numbers
St. Johns County Local Government  
(www.sjcfl.us)
Sheri«’s O«ice: (904) 824-8304 
Sheri« David B. Shoar, dshoar@sjso.org

Julington Creek Field O«ice: (904) 209-2150

Property Appraiser: (904) 827-5500 
Eddie Creamer, sjcpa@sjcpa.us

Supervisor of Elections: (904) 823-2238  
Vicky Oakes, voakes@votesjc.com

Tax Collector:  (904) 209-2250 
Dennis Hollingworth, taxcollector@sjctax.us

Clerk of Court: (904) 819-3600  
Hunter S. Conrad

St. Johns County Board of County  
Commissioners

District 1:  (904) 209-0301 
Jimmy Johns, bcc1jjohns@sjcfl.us

District 2:  (904) 209-0302 
Jeb Smith,  bcc2jsmith@sjcfl.us

District 3: (904) 209-0303  
Paul Waldron, bccd3pwaldron@sjcfl.us

District 4: (904) 209-0304 
Jay Morris, bccd4@sjcfl.us

District 5: (904) 209-0305 
Henry Dean, bccd5hdean@sjcfl.us

St. Johns County School Board  
(www.stjohns.k12.fl.us)
District 1: (904) 547-7510  
Beverly Slough, beverly.slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us

District 2: (904) 547-7510  
Tommy Allen, tommy.allen@stjohns.k12.fl.us

State of Florida Elected O�icials
State House District 17: (904) 823-2300 
Representative Cyndi Stevenson,  
Cyndi.Stevenson@myfloridahouse.gov,  
State Senate District 7: (386) 446-7610  
Senator Travis Hutson

Federal Elected O�icials
U.S. Congress District 4:  
Representative John Rutherford, (202) 225-2501

U..S. Senate: 
Senator Bill Nelson, (202) 224-5274 
Senator Marco Rubio, (202) 224-3041

Old Fashioned Family Fun 
Explore for Treasures - Enjoy Fun Foods 

SAINT AUGUSTINE 

LOTS OF OUTSIDE VENDORS 

www.StAugustineFleaMarket.com 

    OPEN   SAT &  SUN   9 AM -  Ph. 904-824-4210 

500 BOOTHS UNDER ROOF 

Located 5 miles South of the Outlet Malls on I-95 at Exit 311 

Briefs

River of Life to hold 15th annual Pumpkin 
Patch and Fall Festival 
�e River of Life UMC Pumpkin 
Patch and Fall Festival is back for the 
15th year on Saturday, Oct. 21 from 
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. Located at 2600 Race 
Track Road, parking will be provided at 
Julington Creek Elementary, with golf 
carts and a hayride to shuttle patrons to 
and from the festival.

�e festival will feature live entertain-
ment from local bands and dance 
studios as well as free bouncy houses, 
pony rides, face painting, tattoos, snow 
cones, cotton candy, popcorn, and lots 
of water.

�is year a new attraction will be �ve 
food trucks from which patrons may 
purchase many kinds of tasty foods. �e 
trucks will include Treemendous BBQ, 
Twisting Roots, Streety Pies and What’s 
the Catch?

Along with games and a maze, there are 
many photo opportunities staged for 
family pictures in the pumpkin patch. 
�e pumpkin patch will be open for 
sales and photo opportunities through-
out the month of October, from 10 
a.m. – 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. – 8 p.m. �e 
church also o�ers a one hour excur-
sion through the pumpkin patch for 
children’s groups. Contact River of Life 
UMC to make a reservation at o�ce@
rolumc.com or (904) 230-2955.

Relay for Life kicks o� new year 
Relay for Life of North St. Johns Coun-

ty will hold its 2017 – 2018 Kick O� 
party at 6:30 p.m. on �ursday, Oct. 12 
at Nease High School located at 10550 
Ray Road. At this party, attendees can 
learn more about Relay for Life, meet 
new and veteran participants, meet 
committee members and have questions 
answered.

Relay for Life is an American Cancer 
Society annual event. Relay for Life 
of North St. Johns County is a family 
community event that will be held on 
Saturday, April 14, 2018 at Bartram 
Trail High School from 12 p.m. – 10 
p.m. Prior to the event, relay teams 
work together to raise funds year round 
to bene�t the American Cancer Society’s 
various programs that assist those af-
fected by cancer. �is fundraising event 
empowers survivors, caretakers, and 
loved ones who want to �ght the beast 
that has either depleted or taken away a 
loved one’s life. 

Volunteers are a vital part of Relay for 
Life of St. Johns County’s success year 
after year and the group is presently 
seeking volunteers to join the commit-
tee. Email r�.northsaintjohnscounty@
gmail.com for to learn more or visit 
www.relayforlife.org/nstFL for more 
information.

St. Patrick’s to host Trunk or Treat
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church will 
host Trunk or Treat on Saturday, Oct. 
14, from 3:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at the 
church located at 1221 State Road 13.

Briefs cont. on pg. 8

SATURDAY

11 AM – 3 PM
OCTOBER 21, 2017

- Pumpkin Patch & Farmer’s Market -

- Prizes, Giveaways & More! -

- Live Music from Love Monkey -

- Rock Climbing Wall  |   70’ Obstacle Course
 Double-lane Giant Slide -

- Food Trucks -
Treemendous BBQ  |   Mother Truckin’ Pizza

Chubby Burrito  |   Island Dream

- Hot Air Balloon -*

Come Celebrate Fall at TrailMark in St. Johns County,
just 20 minutes from Jacksonville!

Fall FESTIVAL
& Community Open House

TRAILMARK — FALL FESTIVAL AD  /  CREEKLINE  /  SIZE: 10” x 7.75  /  cmyk SEPT 22  2017

TrailMarkLiving.com805 TRAILMARK DRIVE | ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA

I-95 | INTERNATIONAL GOLF PKWY EXIT 323
5 MILES WEST | OFF PACETTI ROAD

TOUR BEAUTIFUL NEW HOMES
FROM THE $200s – $500s

*Weather Permitting

TRMK-17001  TRAILMARK_FALL FESTIVAL AD_CREEKLINE_SEPT 21 2017.qxp_Layout 1  9/21/17  11:13 PM  Page 1
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TWO
CONVENIENT

LOCATIONS!
JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE • 112-203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK • ST JOHNS, FL 32259

ORANGE PARK OFFICE •1584-1 KINGSLEY AVENUE • ORANGE PARK, FL 32073
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE:
904.264.KIDS | 264KIDS.COM

facebook.com/264KIDS

Exams, Balloons, Fun!

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.

Dr. ROBERT Weaver

PEDIATRIC DENTIST

Dr. PATRICK Weaver

PEDIATRIC DENTIST

Water Problems?
CALL TODAY FOR STRAIGHT  

ANSWERS, NO HIGH PRESSURE!
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems 
to meet your needs and your budget!”

Family Owned & Operated  
for Over 25 Years

Ask Us About 
Salt Delivery

Or Rental 
Systems

Iron • Bacteria • Sulfur • Salts • Color 
• Lead • Hardness And Odor

• REMOVE •

FREE WATER TESTING
3760 Kori Road • 904-262-0197 • www.affordablewaterjax.com

License #W-32

�e event is open to the public and 
will feature games, food, contests and 
prizes. Donations will be accepted and 
proceeds will bene�t local children’s 
ministries and families in need.

Visit www.stpatricksepiscopal.org for 
more information.

Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and Women’s 
Club to feature J.Jill fashion show
�e Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and 
Women’s Club will welcome the fall 
season with the latest in contemporary 
fashions from J.Jill at the meeting on 
Oct. 10 at 11 a.m. at Maggiano’s Little 
Italy in the St. Johns Town Center. �e 
family style luncheon will include zuc-

chini fritté and spinach and artichoke 
al forno followed by a tossed salad with 
Italian dressing. �e entrées are chicken 
parmesan and baked eggplant parme-
san served with a side of rigatoni pasta, 
followed by New York style cheesecake 
and spumoni for dessert. �e cost of the 
luncheon is $27; make the check pay-
able to BTNC and mail to Hilda Gilpin 
at 621 Pineland Lane, Saint Johns, FL 
32259 no later than Oct. 2. 

J.Jill will be ra�ing a gift card, provide 
discount coupons and catalogs for all 
who attend. Additionally, since October 
is Breast Cancer Awareness month, at-
tendees are encouraged to wear some-
thing pink to show support.

Also, on October 11, many Bartram 
Trail Newcomers’ and Women’s Club 
members will be attending ”Dress-
ing Downton, Changing Fashion for 
Changing Times,” an exhibition of 36 
costumes and accessories at the Lightner 
Museum. Visit the group’s Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/BTNC1, for 
more information. 

�e Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and 
Women’s Club meets the second Tues-
day of every month from September 
to May at local restaurants for lunch. 
In addition to the monthly meetings, 
the club has a wide variety of interest 
groups, including Bridge, Pennies Ca-
nasta, Mexican Train dominoes, Bunko, 
Mah Jongg, golf, recipe exchange, 
special event outings, book clubs, lunch 
and matinee, Lunch Divas, Ladies 

Night Out, a nature walk group and 
community projects. Contact First Vice 
President Beth Rosado at bartramtnc@
gmail.com for club information or visit 
www.facebook.com/BTNC1 to down-
load a membership form.

St. Johns County Public Libraries o�er 
programs for students and job hunters
St. Johns County has launched Brain-
fuse, an on-demand eLearning program 
for all ages and grade levels. Brainfuse is 
available at all St. Johns County public 
libraries, remotely at home, and on the 
go with the free Brainfuse mobile app. 
Brainfuse o�ers a wide variety of educa-
tional resources, including personalized 
live tutoring in core subjects such as 
math, reading, writing, science, and so-
cial studies, SAT preparation, and other 
academic content and support.

Adults can also take advantage of 
Brainfuse through the Adult Learning 
Center, a suite specializing in basic skill 
building and career preparation, and 
JobNow, which o�ers real-time resume, 
interview, and career coaching services, 
and job search resources.

Brainfuse is available for free to all 
library patrons, and librarians are avail-
able for assistance. For more informa-
tion, visit www.sjcpls.org or call (904) 
827-6935.

United Way St. Johns County begins new 
campaign
United Way of St. Johns County kicked 
o� its 2017 – 18 fundraising campaign 

Photo courtesy United Way St. Johns County

United Way employees at the 2017 – 2018 campaign 
kicko§.

on �ursday, Aug. 24 poolside at the 
Casa Monica Resort in downtown St. 
Augustine with more than 100 commu-
nity supporters, donors and volunteers 
in attendance. �e event, which took 
place just two weeks before the arrival 
of Hurricane Irma and with St. Johns 
County residents still feeling the e�ects 
of Matthew, addressed the need for 
United Way in the community after a 
natural disaster. 

Tony Bernados, 2017/18 Campaign 
Chair, announced the new goal for 
the new year – $1.3 million. Last year, 
United Way-SJC surpassed its fundrais-
ing goal. 

To give, to advocate, or to volunteer, 
visit the United Way-SJC website at 
www.unitedway-sjc.org or call (904) 
829-9721.

Briefs

The CreekLine reaches your 
target market every month by 
mail.

Get your ad in front of 
*44,000+ readers.

Call (904) 886-4919 for rates

*Source: CVC audit 2015

cont. from pg. 7

save the date!

November 4 Bartram Park Car Show and Community Festival 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
12341 Bartram Park Blvd.; (904) 551-9283

November 4  US Coast Guard Auxiliary About Boating Safely class NE Florida Regional 
Airport Conference Center, 4730 Casa Cola Way, St. Augustine; Registration required; www.
abs.mysafeboating.com

November 4 American Cancer Society’s Cowford Ball VIP Party, 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.; 
Ball, 6:30 p.m. – 12 a.m.; Morocco Shrine Auditorium; Callie.hugo@cancer.org, (904) 391-3607 
or www.cowfordball.org

December 1 – 3 41st annual Art and Antiques Show: “London Calling” Hosted by the 
Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital; Prime F. Osborn III Convention Center; www.
artandantiquesshow.com
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To find out more, and to see if you qualify, call: 
St. Johns Center 

for Clinical Research
145 Hilden Road,  Suite 120

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32081
904-515-6437

Cardiovascular 
Disease 

Research Study

You may be eligible for a clinical research study being conducted 
to test the safety and effectiveness of an investigational medication 
that may help to reduce the occurrence of major CVD events, such 
as heart attacks and strokes, for patients with, or at risk for CVD, 
who are also statin intolerant. 

To qualify you must:
  • be at least 18 years of age,
  • have a history of, or are at high risk for, CVD,
  • be statin intolerant (have not been able to 
 tolerate two or more statins),
  • meet additional study criteria.

Qualified participants will receive all study medication and 
study-related care from a dedicated team of medical 
staff at no cost. 

Health insurance is not required to participate.

Do you have, or are you at high risk 
for, cardiovascular disease (CVD, 

also known as heart disease)? 
Are you unable to take statin 

medications due to side effects?
You may be eligible for a clinical research study being conducted You may be eligible for a clinical research study being conducted You may be eligible for a clinical research study being conduct
to test the safety and effectiveness of an investigational medication 
that may help to reduce the occurrence of major CVD events, such that may help to reduce the occurrence of major CVD events, such that may help to reduce the occurrence of major CVD events, suc
as heart attacks and strokes, for patients with, or at risk for CVD, as heart attacks and strokes, for patients with, or at risk for CVD, as heart attacks and strokes, for patients with, or at risk for
who are also statin intolerant. 

To qualify you must:
  • be at least 18 years of age,
  • have a history of, or are at high risk for, CVD,
  • be statin intolerant (have not been able to 

tolerate two or more statins),
  • meet additional study criteria.

Qualified participants will receive all study medication and 
study-related care from a dedicated team of medical 
staff at no cost. 

Health insurance is not required to participate.

Do you have, or are you at high risk 
for, cardiovascular disease (CVD, 

also known as heart disease)?
Are you unable to take statin 

medications due to side effects?

NON-DRUG TREATMENT

BIOFEEDBACK ASSOCIATES
of Northeast Florida 904.646.0054 www.biofeedbackassociates.com

Most Insurances Accepted

Use Neurofeedback to diagnose and treat:
• Depression • Anxiety • Cognitive Decline • ADD/ADHD •  

• Migraine/Tension Headaches • Autism • Asperger Syndrome • 
 • Closed Head Injuries • Sleep Disorders • Hypertension •  

• Toxic Exposures • Addictions •

NON-DRUG TREATMENTNON-DRUG TREATMENTNON-DRUG TREATMENTNON-DRUG TREATMENT

•

Prudential Financial Planning Services
Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP®, CLTC
CA Insurance License Number 0E93910
Financial Planner
701 San Marco Blvd, Jacksonville, FL,
32207
904-313-4553
Comprehensive Financial Planning
O� ering � nancial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco),
doing business as Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client
agreement. O� ering insurance and securities products and services as a registered representative of 
Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.  0223493-00004-00

E Pluribus Unum
Civics for One and All

Being raised in the South, I’ve 
experienced an interesting array of 
cultural contradictions. For example, 
I was taught the basic value of “love 
thy neighbor” by family and friends 
with staunch racist values. Also, 
my descendancy from confederate 
veterans of the Civil War and from 
patriot veterans of the American 
Revolution was a frequent and proud 
topic of dinner table and family 
reunion conversations. Like many 
of you, whether you are from the 
South or not, I have seen the curious 
and controversial nuances southern 
heritage impact our nation and world 
in monumental ways, positively and 
negatively. � at same heritage has 
helped me understand that people 
can look at something and describe 
it in diametrically opposite ways and 
that my way of “seeing” something 
isn’t always the right way or certainly 
not the only way of seeing it.

My parents were wonderful, loving 
people who came from a deeply im-
poverished childhood. � ough they 
were deprived of many of the oppor-
tunities that most Americans today 
take for granted, they worked end-
lessly to provide those opportunities 
to my brothers and me. � ey were, 
however, products of their time and 
place. � ey had their faults, failures, 
attributes and triumphs. Among the 
legacies they passed down to me, and 
the one most important to me, is my 
Christian faith. I mention all of this 
about my experiences and in� uences 
because I think they are much like 
those of others.

Individually and collectively, we have 
a nuanced heritage of contradic-
tions of shame, pride, failure, and 
success. � e American population is 
experiencing a period of remarkable 
change. We are becoming increas-
ingly diverse in nationality, language, 
ideology, and religious backgrounds. 
Because of the importance of my 
faith to me, I have long been curious 
about the religious and nonreligious 
beliefs of others — particularly of 
my students. Since my � rst years as 
a teacher in rural South Carolina, I 
have witnessed a dramatically increas-

By Jimmy Lee
mail@floridanewsline.com

ing diversity of faith and non-faith 
among my students. � is diversity is 
a wonderful thing in the classroom. 
It o� ers students the opportunity 
to learn about these traditions and, 
more importantly, the opportunity to 
learn a level of tolerance many adults 
may never learn; however, the lesson 
of religious tolerance is not an easy 
one.

As mine is to me, the beliefs students 
have regarding religion and spiritual-
ity are very often the most important 
values they carry. Students (and 
adults) can be critically sensitive to 
anything that hints of insult to their 
faith. � ose insults, real or perceived, 
often lead to tension, distrust, and 
intolerance. I fear our increasing 
religious diversity, nationwide and 
locally, could lead to events like the 
riots in Charlottesville, Virginia. 
Instead of protesting monuments of 
war, however, these riots could be 
about monuments of faith — faith 
carried in the hearts of believers and 
nonbelievers of all sorts. But we must 
prevent such unrest and doing my 
part has long been a goal of mine, if 
only in my classroom.

A few weeks ago I was o� ered a 
unique opportunity from the New-
seum Institute in Washington, D.C. 
� is organization is devoted to the 
explanation and defense of free ex-
pression and the First Amendment. I 
will be participating in the inaugural 
class of its Religious Freedom Center 
educator’s certi� cation program. � e 
goal of this program is to prepare 
“constitutional and human rights 
specialists on issues of religion and 
public life.” 

I hope to better serve my students 
and community with what I learn 
in this program. In the coming 
months, I hope to be able to share 
with you some of what I learn and 
ideas of how to allow our diversity 
to strengthen our community. In the 
meantime, love thy neighbor.

Jimmy Lee teaches United States His-
tory at Nease High School.
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           www.DonnaManciniInteriorsandFlooring.com 

 

 

Visit our showroom for fabulous selections in furniture...including the new DMIAF Upholstery line, flooring, 
cabinetry, lighting, artwork, accessories, fabrics, wallpaper and more.  Consult with our Interior Designers 

for space planning, color concepts, window treatments, renovations and new construction selections.  

141 Hilden Rd, #202  Ponte Vedra, FL  32081 
Featuring 

Join us in our Showroom for the 
2nd Annual Holiday Décor and Gift Event 

Thursday, October 19,  6-8pm 
A festive night of shopping for the holidays! 

904.810.2027 

Ballroom available 
for special events!

(904) 679-5697 • 774 SR 13, #4 Saint John’s, FL., 32259
Located one mile south from Julington Creek Bridge

BALLR        M
All About

Youth and Adult Ballroom Dance Classes

Excepti onal 
Abiliti es 

Dance Classes
Thursdays 6pm

Introducing

Ask us about our 
additional services: 

Acupuncture, Chinese Herbal, 
Canine Rehab Therapy, 
Underwater Treadmill

(904) 209-5740
10440 US Highway 1 North

St. Augustine FL 32095
(Next to Nease High School)
M-F 7:30am-6pm  Sat 8-12pm

www.NeaseAnimalHospital.com

$25 OFF
new clients only

On Tuesday, Sept. 5, 2017, follow-
ing the relaxed Labor Day weekend, 
residents woke to a �urry of activity 
as if an alarm had sounded. Panic 
across the state of Florida seemed 
to catch speed and spiral out of 
control. Almost as soon as busi-
ness doors opened, word of sold 
out water and growing gas lines 
spread. By nightfall, gas stations felt 
the rippling impact as pump after 
pump was bagged with yellow “out 
of service” tape. Lines for propane, 
gas tanks, plywood and �ashlights 
dwindled to empty shelves. Grocery 
stores felt a rush on paper goods, 
water, dry foods and ever popular 
bread.

St. Johns County residents began 
lining up in anticipation of re-
stocked store shelves and replenished 
gas tanks, while Irma reached Puerto 
Rico as one of the “strongest storms 
ever recorded in the Atlantic,” caus-
ing at least 10 deaths by the time 
she ripped through the Caribbean 
Islands. �e National Hurricane 
Center warned of a direct impact 
on South Florida and �e Keys, 
but residents still remained hopeful 
that the tracking models would see 
a shift in the eye of Irma; however, 
Irma was so massively large as a 
Category 5 that the entire state of 
Florida would be impacted. 

By Saturday, preparations intensi�ed 
as a Nor’easter rain event took hold 

Hurricane Irma: Storm lashes, then brings community together
By Shelley Howard 
mail@floridanewsline.com

of local skies, dumping up to several 
inches of rainfall ahead of Hurricane 
Irma. Con�icting weather predic-
tions kept the local impact at uncer-
tain levels, pushing leery residents to 
board up doors and windows. 

Sunday began a new day with 
pounding rain and wind from the 
Nor’easter. Following closely on its 
path was Irma, determined to not 
be outdone. She blew into St. Johns 
County shortly before midnight 
with whipping winds. By approxi-
mately 4 a.m. on Monday, Sept. 
11, 2017, the skies began lighting 
up green as transformer after trans-
former blew out power to more than 
half of the county residents. Hours 
passed, water rose and trees new and 
old buckled, falling on additional 
power lines, across streets, cars and 
houses. Business structures took 
on damage just as quickly as riv-
ers �ooded and sands washed away. 
Downtown St. Augustine and Jack-
sonville took on massive storm surge 
waters that pushed deeper into city 
streets. First responders and local 
law enforcement o�cers reported for 
extended duty, knowing that they 
were taking part in historic relief ef-
forts, but refusing to be defeated.  

Hours passed and the skies bright-
ened. Residents began checking on 
neighbors, powering up chainsaws 
to assist in clearing subdivision en-
trances, driveways and even uncov-

ering vehicles buried beneath fallen 
trees. Utility linemen sat anxiously 
in their trucks waiting for o�cials 
to deem the winds safe to begin 
24-hour work crews braving �ooded 
streets and debris to restore downed 
lines. 

School was cancelled for an entire 
week and local businesses began 
to clean up and rebuild if neces-
sary. For most, life began to return 
to some sort of “normal,” but it is 
important look around, listen to the 
stories of those who lost everything 
as a tornado tore their roof away or 
a wave toppled their home right into 
the ocean, and feel humbled in what 
our neighbors have experienced and 
will continue to su�er through for 
days, weeks or years to come. 

Photos by Shelley Howard

Julington Creek bridge area had numerous flooded docks.

Downed power lines along St. Johns River from trees falling across State Road 13, volunteers and first responders 
chainsawed paths to re-open road access 

Hurrican Irma cont. on pg. 11
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© Baptist Health 2017

14550 Old St. Augustine Road
Interstate 95 Exit 335
Jacksonville, FL 32258

904.271.6000

The area’s No. 1 choice for 
emergency care. 
Baptist South is the preferred  
place to go in South Jacksonville  
for an emergency. Here’s why:

n  Unlike other ERs, you’ll always 
be seen by a board-certi�ed 
physician.

n  Our accredited Chest Pain and 
Primary Stroke centers provide  
life-saving care when you need it. 

n  If you need to be hospitalized, 
you’ll have access to all of our comprehensive medical services. 

n  We’re here for you 24/7. 

Why take a chance on your family’s emergency care? Choose the 
one who’s No. 1. 

Free �rst aid kit
To request your on-the-go  

�rst aid kit for minor 
emergencies, go to  

baptistjax.com/postcard.

Dr. Phillips is one of the 
board-certified emergency 
physicians at Baptist South.

BMCS 33081 ER ad CL_MNL_SNL_v02.indd   1 8/11/17   11:47 AM

Sand baggers at Mills Field in advance of the storm.

Evacuation tra§ic

Welcome to St. JohnsSwiss Cove Christian Church lost its steeple

Hurrican Irma cont. from pg. 10
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MarketInsight

Are you interested in 
promoting your business in 
St. Johns Business Monthly, 
a feature section included in 
both The CreekLine and Ponte 
Vedra NewsLine?

Monthly         ST  JOHNS.

Call or email Linda Gay
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com   
(904) 607-5062

Who wants to be a millionaire?

If you plan to fund your retirement 
by selling your business, start 
planning now
By Marge Cirillo
mail@floridanewsline.com

Sell A Business • Buy A Business
John Serb
Certified Business Intermediary
www.FirstCoastBizBuySell.com

Call 904-613-2658 for a Confidential No-Cost Valuation  
& Consultation

How would you like to get paid thirty 
thousand tax-free dollars a year? What 
if I told you that you could earn that 
every year for the rest of your life? And 
your children’s life? And their children 
as well? Most of the time when some-
one makes a claim like that, I would 
advise you to run; run far and fast. Get 
rich quick schemes rarely work. Most 
of the time they are just a con to sepa-
rate you from your hard-earned money. 
� is is di� erent, I promise. What 
makes it di� erent? It is not quick. It is 
slow. In fact, the whole plan takes 30 – 
35 years to implement. My plan relies 
on two well-known investment con-
cepts called compounding and dollar 
cost averaging. 

So, here is how it works. First you need 
35 years. Second, you will need to 
make an investment of $450 a month. 
Now if this was an infomercial, I would 
describe that as “less than $15 per day.” 
But, this is not an infomercial. � is is 
math. What I want you to do is to take 
that $15 a day and invest it into a Roth 
IRA. Inside the Roth IRA, I want you 
to invest into something that resembles 
a Standard & Poor’s Index 500 Fund. 
Index 500 funds seek to replicate the 
return on the stock market as a whole. 
� is article presumes you will make 
a return of 8 percent on your Index 
fund. (Frankly, you will probably make 
more, but 8 percent is a good number 
and one that gets used most often in 

examples of this nature.) 

So, at the end of 35 years, your $15-a-
day will have increased in value to 
slightly more than one million dollars. 
Congratulations! You are a millionaire. 
� e even better news is that because 
you put the money into a Roth IRA, 
you are a tax-free millionaire, which is 
pretty much the best kind of million-
aire to be. You can take out as much or 
as little as you like every year and never 
pay tax on the income. My suggestion 
is that you take out thirty thousand 
dollars a year, but if you wanted, you 
could take it all out and buy a house or 
a small yacht or blow it all at the craps 
table in Vegas. Beware though — if 
you take your Roth to Vegas and you 
win, you will have to pay tax on your 
winnings.

� e thirty-thousand dollar a year 
income is based on you earning a 3 
percent dividend. Lots of stocks pay 3 
percent, including Coca-Cola and In-
tel. As long as you receive the dividend 
inside your Roth and then take it out, 
it is tax-free to you … forever. And like 
all stories with a happy ending, you 
and your family will live happily ever 
after. 

Scott A. Grant is President of Standfast 
Asset Management in Ponte Vedra Beach. 
He welcomes your comments or questions 
at scottg@standfastic.com.

 

Ask entrepreneurs about their retire-
ment plan and it is likely their answer 
will be, “My business is my retirement 
plan.”

Planning for retirement is a long-term 
commitment; however, many small 
business owners don’t save for retire-
ment because their priority lies in 
putting their earnings back into the 
business to keep it growing rather than 
paying themselves a salary.

Despite the huge number of entrepre-
neurs who plan to fund their retirement 
by selling their business, business own-
ers don’t have an exit plan. When plan-
ning for retirement, entrepreneurs will 
often take one of two routes: � ey will 
transfer their business to their children 
for future wealth or they will sell it o�  
in return for cash.

In either case, knowing the value of the 
business, showing a net pro� t on tax 
returns and working on the business 
(not in the business) will strengthen the 
business owner’s hand in the negotia-

tion process by allowing them to iden-
tify potential buyers, negotiate more 
e� ectively and increase the chances of 
realizing the maximum value for the 
business on sale. 

Small-business owners would do well 
to keep their retirement top of mind 
and check in on their progress regularly 
to ensure that they are taking adequate 
time to invest in their future. Entre-
preneurs’ mentality usually focuses 
on generating future revenue for their 
business, but a few hours a week will 
help to keep their future needs a top 
priority.

Valuing a business the day you decide 
to sell is like planning your retirement 
the day you decide to retire — you 
may be left out in the cold. 

Marge Cirillo is the Florida Small Busi-
ness Development Council consultant for 
St. Johns County. She can be reached at 
m.cirillo@unf.edu or (904) 209-1295.

Florida businesses impacted by Hur-
ricane Irma may now apply for various 
state and federal disaster loan pro-
grams. As a principal responder in the 
state’s Emergency Support Function 
for Business and Industry, the Florida 
Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC) at the University of North 
Florida stands ready to assist businesses 
with disaster loan applications and with 
other post-disaster challenges. 

State assistance: Governor Rick Scott 
activated the Florida Small Business 
Emergency Bridge Loan Program to 
provide short-term, interest-free loans 
to businesses damaged by the storm. 
Administered by the Florida Depart-
ment of Economic Opportunity 
(DEO) in partnership with the Florida 
SBDC Network and Florida First 
Capital Finance Corporation (FFCFC), 
the Florida Small Business Emergency 
Bridge Loan helps businesses bridge 
the gap between the time damage is 
incurred and when a business secures 
other � nancial resources, including 
payment of insurance claims or longer-
term Small Business Administration 
loans. Up to $10 million has been 
allocated for the program.

Under the program, eligible small 

Disaster loan programs activated 
to aid businesses impacted by 
Hurricane Irma
By NewsLine Sta§ 
mail@floridanewsline.com

businesses in all 67 Florida counties 
with two to 100 employees may apply 
for short-term, interest-free loans for 
$1,000 to $25,000 for 90 or 180-day 
terms. To be eligible, a business must 
have been established prior to Sept. 
4, 2017, and demonstrate economic 
injury or physical damage as a result of 
Hurricane Irma. Visit www.� oridadi-
sasterloan.org for more information 
and to apply for the Florida Emergency 
Bridge Loan program; the deadline to 
apply is Oct. 31, 2017.

Business Damage Assessment Survey: 
Small businesses that have incurred 
losses due to Hurricane Irma are asked 
to complete a Business Damage Assess-
ment Survey, which will help the State 
Emergency Response Team determine 
the needs and level of assistance for im-
pacted businesses. Visit www.� vbeoc.
org to take the survey.

Federal assistance: Following President 
Donald Trump’s major disaster decla-
ration, impacted businesses may now 
apply for low-interest loans through the 
U.S. Small Business Administration.

Business Physical Disaster Loans are 
intended to help repair or replace 

Disaster cont. on pg. 14
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Helping
Fight Hunger

Donate at any  
Ameris Bank Location
OCTOBER 1-31  
Your donation stays in St. Johns County.

We Can 
Fight Hunger Together

1 in 6 Children Lack Access to Adequate Food. 

We CAN  
Make A Difference. 

*Feeding America Map the Meal Gap 2017 Report

amerisbank.com/
HelpingFightHunger
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disaster-damaged property. Businesses 
and nonpro� t organizations may apply 
for up to $2 million to repair or replace 
property, including real estate, equip-
ment, inventory, machinery, and other 
business assets. � e Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan program provides work-
ing capital loans to help small business-
es, small agricultural cooperatives, small 
businesses engaged in aquaculture, and 
most private, nonpro� t organizations 
meet � nancial obligations and operating 
expenses through the disaster recovery 
period.

Businesses must � rst register with 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) at www.disasteras-
sistance.gov, or by mobile device at 
m.fema.gov or call the toll-free helpline 
at (800) 621-3362. Upon registration 

with FEMA, businesses may apply for a 
disaster loan online at https://disaster-
loan.sba.gov/ela; by downloading an ap-
plication from www.sba.gov/disaster; or 
by visiting a SBA recovery center or the 
Florida SBDC at UNF for assistance. 
� e � ling deadline to return applica-
tions for physical property damage is 
Nov. 9, 2017 and the deadline to return 
economic injury applications is June 11, 
2018.

� e Florida SBDC Network supports 
disaster preparedness, response, recovery, 
and mitigation through its Business Con-
tinuation Services. For questions about 
the Emergency Bridge Loan Program, the 
U.S. SBA Physical and Economic Injury 
Loan Programs, and how the Florida 
SBDC can help, contact the Florida 
SBDC Network at (850) 898-3489 or 
Disaster@FloridaSBDC.org. 

Photo courtesy Dr. Bonnie C. Wells, Commercial Agriculture Agent, UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County

Winter melon, also known as ash gourd, is one of the crops included in the nearly 200 acres of Asian veg-
etables in St. Johns County that were damaged as a result of the high winds and inundating rainfall brought to 
the area by Hurricane Irma. One of the largest impacts for agriculture in the county will be for cabbage, broccoli 
and Brussels sprouts that growers will have to delay planting by one to two weeks, during the peak fall growing 
window, because of waterlogged soils. Small acreages of field corn and sweet potatoes were also impacted.

Hurricane Irma impacts Asian vegetable acreage in St. Johns 
County

Disaster cont. from pg. 12

economic injury applications is June 11, 

18th Annual Holiday Sampler
Sugar Bear Antiques Mall

3047 Julington Creek Road | Jacksonville, FL 32223
(904) 886-0393 | Open 7 Days a week | 10am-5:45pm

Oct. 13th-15th
Refreshments Served

Sat. 11am-2pm

SALES!
Throughout the 

store on one-of-a-
kind items for you 

and your home

Drawings for 
Sugar Bear Gi�  

Certi� cates!
Bring this ad to 

be eligible.

Cronin Ace Hardware
2843 County Road 210 W • Saint Johns, FL 32259

Located in the Publix Shopping Center
www.acehardware.com  (904) 217-3324

Store Hours  Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm Sun. 9am-6pm

20 lb. 

Propane Refill 

    $17.99

We have the brands you want!
STIHL, CRAFTSMAN, DEWALT, TORO, 

WEBER, YETI, BIG GREEN EGG & MORE
Good 10/1/17 thru 10/31/17

St. Johns County residents whose 
homes or properties sustained damage 
as a result of Hurricane Irma are en-
couraged to complete a Storm Dam-
age Report through the Property Ap-
praiser’s O�  ce. � e damage reports 
will provide a county-wide assessment 
to assist in expediting recovery e� orts.

Visit www.sjcpa.us/storm-damage-

Property Appraiser requests storm 
damage reports 
By NewsLine Sta§ 
mail@floridanewsline.com

report, call (904) 827-5500, or send a 
detailed email to sjcpa@sjcpa.us to re-
port home or property damage. Once 
a report is submitted, the Property 
Appraiser’s O�  ce will schedule a time 
to visit the property and document 
any reported damage.

For more information, call (904) 827-
5500.

When you look good, you feel good & you deserve both!

Please be 

sure to book 

your holiday 

appointments 

soon as 

openings are 

being booked.

2245 County Road 210, Suite 118 - Saint Johns, Fl. 32259     |     904-230-66252245 County Road 210, Suite 118 - Saint Johns, Fl. 32259     |     904-230-6625

Complimentary  
Gloss Treatment with 

Color Service  
scheduled before October 31st



October 2017 The CreekLine | Page 15

D.K. Briery, CPA, PLC
Certified Public Accountant

39+ years of serving clients.
Small Business Tax, Consulting & Accounting

Tax Planning & Preparation for Business & Individuals
QuickBooks Consulting & Training

Bookkeeping Services & Financial Statements
Knowledgeable in Church Accounting, Clergy Taxation, 

Pension Plans, IRAs and Other Specialized Areas

Tax Tip of the 
Month

Your 2016 return has likely been fi led 
by now. It is time to start thinking about 
2017 taxes—either planning for your 
current tax situation, dealing with IRS 
issues of the past, or getting your books 
in order for fi ling your 2017 return. We 
can help you with all of those. Some ex-
amples are 1) a new or old business and 
your record keeping is severely lacking. 

You need help getting your books where they need to 
be; 2) IRS notices regarding the balance due from a 
prior year threatening a levy. You need help getting a 
payment plan arranged; or 3) a sale of a piece of prop-
erty yielding a high gain. You need to know if there is 
anything you can do to cut your taxes. This is a perfect 
time of year to plan for 2017—whether IRS, taxes or 
bookkeeping. Give us a call!

904-880-3200 | www.dkbrierycpa.com
Located in the Julington Creek Business Park | 12627 San Jose Blvd, Suite 601 • Jacksonville, Florida 32223

You need help getting your books where they need to 

Call Today for a Consultation! � ere is no charge for ½ hour consultation if we prepare your taxes.

Our #1 Priority: Your Children!
Classes are exciting and motivating! 

Fun Additional Programs!

 (904) 260-4866
www.starlightjax.com

Now Registering 
for Fall Classes

Free Trial Class • Call Today
Additional Programs Available

Great Birthday parties.  
Fun Fridays • Holiday Camps

If you live in one of the disaster-desig-
nated Florida counties, which include 
St. Johns and Duval, and experienced 
property damage or loss directly caused 
by Hurricane Irma, register with the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) for disaster assistance 
— even if you have insurance. �is 
can be an important step to begin the 
process of recovery.

FEMA assistance for individuals may 
include grants for rent, temporary hous-
ing and home repairs to their primary 
residences, as well as funding for other 
serious disaster-related needs, such as 
medical, dental or funeral costs. If you 
have insurance, FEMA may still be able 
to assist with disaster-related expenses 
that were underinsured or not covered 
by your policy.

After you apply, a FEMA inspector will 
contact you to schedule an inspection. 
�e inspection generally takes 30 – 40 
minutes or less and consists of a gen-
eral veri�cation of your disaster-related 
losses and a review of ownership or 
residence records. �ere is no fee for the 
inspection.

When a FEMA housing inspector 
comes to visit your home, be sure 
they show you proper identi�cation. 
All FEMA inspectors have prominent 
photo identi�cation badges. If you 
suspect someone is posing as a FEMA 

�e Department of Homeland 
Security’s (DHS) Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) is rais-
ing awareness that Hurricane Irma 
disaster survivors should be alert for 
false rumors, scams, identity theft, 
and fraud. Although many Ameri-
cans are working hard to help their 
neighbors now, during chaotic times, 
some will always try to take advan-
tage of the most vulnerable.

To dispel some of the false rumors 
circulating on the internet and social 
media, FEMA has a dedicated web-
site to address some of the most com-
mon themes. Remember, if it sounds 
too good to be true, it probably is. 

Here are a few guidelines to protect 
yourself or someone you care about 
from disaster fraud:

Federal and state workers do not 
ask for, or accept, money. FEMA 
sta� will never charge applicants for 
disaster assistance, home inspections, 
or help �lling out applications. Stay 
alert for false promises to speed up 
the insurance, disaster assistance, or 
building permit process.

In person, always ask to see any 
FEMA employee ID badges. FEMA 
Disaster Survivor Assistance teams 
may be in impacted communities 
providing information and assisting 
survivors with the registration pro-
cess or their applicant �les.

A FEMA shirt or jacket is not proof 
of identity. All FEMA representa-
tives, including contracted inspec-
tors, will have a laminated photo 
ID. All National Flood Insurance 
Program adjusters will have a NFIP 
Authorized Adjuster Card with their 
name and the types of claims they 
may adjust.

If you are unsure or uncomfortable 
with anyone you encounter claim-
ing to be an emergency management 
o�cial, do not give out personal 
information, and contact local law 
enforcement.

Visit https://www.fema.gov/hurri-

What to expect when you register for FEMA 
disaster assistance
By NewsLine Sta§ 
mail@floridanewsline.com

housing inspector, call our toll-free Di-
saster Fraud Hotline at (866) 720-5721, 
or call local law enforcement o�cials.

Once the inspection process is com-
plete, your situation will be reviewed by 
FEMA. You will receive a letter by email 
or physical mail, depending on your 
preference, which outlines the decision 
about your claim. For more information 
about the inspection process and docu-
mentation you will need to provide the 
inspector, visit the FEMA Individual 
Assistance Inspection Process page at 
www.ready.gov.

You may register for assistance the fol-
lowing ways:

• Online at www.DisasterAssistance.gov
• If you don’t have internet access, call 

(800) 621-3362.
• People who have a speech disability or 

hearing loss and use TTY should call 
(800) 462-7585.

• For those who use 711 or Video Relay 
Service (VRS), call (800) 621-3362.

�ese toll-free telephone numbers will 
operate from 7 a.m. – 11 p.m. seven 
days a week until further notice.

Visit FEMA’s Hurricane Irma web page 
at www.fema.gov/hurricane-irma  for 
more recovery information.

FEMA advises disaster applicants to 
beware of rumors, misinformation, and 
fraud
By NewsLine Sta§ 
mail@floridanewsline.com

cane-irma-rumor-control to get the 
most accurate information from 
trusted sources.

If you suspect fraud, contact the 
National Center for Disaster Fraud’s 
hotline at 1-866-720-5721 or email 
the organization at disaster@leo.
gov. You can also report fraud to the 
Federal Trade Commission at www.
ftccomplaintassistant.gov. Learn 
more about the National Center for 
Disaster Fraud atwww.justice.gov/
disaster-fraud. 

In Florida, disaster-related fraud 
information is available on the State 
Attorney General’s O�ce website 
at www.MyFloridaLegal.com, or by 
calling the o�ce at 1-866-966-7226.

Hurricane survivors are also en-
couraged to notify local authorities 
to cases of lawlessness or violence, 
especially in hurricane shelters. In 
an emergency, call 9-1-1.For other 
cases:

In Florida, report suspicious/crimi-
nal activity to 1-855-352-7233.
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Estate Living 
Now From the High $400’s

• Oversized water view and 
preserve lots

• Extraordinary amenities 
with guarded gate

New home designs available... Customize our plans  
to create the home of your dreams!

Prices and offerings subject to change. Intervest Construction of Jax, Inc. 14785-3 Old 
St. Augustine Road, Jacksonville, FL CBC #057851. 

904.513.0894 / www.ICIHomes.com

Julington Creek Plantation prides itself on its 1,200 acres of  
natural areas which include over 100 acres of ponds. Locally known 

as “The Plantation” or just “JCP,” neighborhood schools, nearby  
medical facilities, golf course, recreational offerings, and  

convenient shopping centers have made Julington Creek one of  
the most sought-after communities in the area.  

And we pay off the CDD!

THE SIENA
823 E Dorchester Drive, St. Johns, FL 32259

4 Bedrooms / 3 Bath / 3 Car Garage / 3,054 ft²
Lot #041  

NOW ONLY $535,700

SHOWCASE HOMES

JULINGTON CREEK’S BEST KEPT SECRET

THE EGRET V
815 E Dorchester Drive, St. Johns, FL 32259

4 Bedrooms / 3 Bath / 3 Car Garage / 3,067 ft²
Lot #043 

NOW ONLY $557,800

8355 Bayberry Road •  Jacksonville FL 32256
(904) 733-7254 •  www.setzerandcochran.com

Most Insurance Plans Accepted •  Accepting New Patients!

� e Rotary Club of Bartram Trail and 
St. Johns CARES will host the 2017 
Fruit Cove Pub Crawl on Saturday, Oct. 
21 in the Bartram Walk Center at the 
corner of Race Track Road and State 
Road 13.

� e crawl will begin at 3:15 p.m. at 
Moon Dog Pie House, followed by 
stops at Bono’s, Wakame, La Nopalera 
and � nally, Iggy’s. Ra�  e prizes will be 
awarded at Iggy’s at 7 p.m. � e theme 
this year is Village People and prizes will 
be awarded for the best male and female 
attire.

� e cost of the event is $35, which will 
bene� t St. Johns CARES and the local 

Fruit Cove Pub Crawl to be held Oct. 21
By NewsLine Sta§ 
mail@floridanewsline.com

and international charities of the Rotary 
Club of Bartram Trail, including the 
ESE playground improvements at Cun-
ningham Creek Elementary. Attendees 
receive a souvenir tee shirt and beer 
mug; only 150 tickets are available as 
advance purchase only. 

� e club is also currently selling $20 
ra�  e tickets for a Big Green Egg do-
nated by Pinch-A-Penny in Fruit Cove. 
Only 200 tickets will be sold. � e win-
ner will be drawn at the conclusion of 
the Pub Crawl on Oct. 21.

Call (904) 535-8411 for Green Egg ra�  e 
or Pub Crawl tickets.

Photos courtesy Mary Safin

On Sept. 5 Helping Hands members delivered pillowcases made by the Rippers to Fresenius Kidney Care in 
Mandarin. Pictured are Carole Francis Jubert (dietician); Carol Burd; Gail Benett (manager); Helen Piellusch; and 
Domonique Jackson (social worker). Also in September, Helping Hands members filled Comfort Bags of toiletries for 
those a§ ected by hurricanes Harvey and Irma.

Helping Hands of St. Johns County support those needing 
extra helpextra help

Photos courtesy Mary Safin
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1030 N. Ponce de Leon Blvd. • St. Augustine, FL 32084 • 904.824.9402

Our attorneys are here to help you right what’s wrong.   

At Canan Law, our mission is to provide intelligent, creative and 

successful legal services. We are serious trial lawyers, and we will 

go to court to litigate legal issues that can affect your future.

Accidents • Collisions

Hear for 
the Holidays

Jax Audiology & Hearing 
Aid Center and Florida 
NewsLine are partnering 
together for a special 
promotion this Holiday 
Season to give a deserving 
individual a pair of Oticon 
Premium Hearing Aids free of 
charge (value $5000). 
• Submit 200-300 word essay
• Describe the person you think 

best personifies the season’s 
giving spirit

• Mail:
 Florida NewsLine
 12443 San Jose Blvd, Suite 403
 Jacksonville, Florida 32223
 Or Email: 

Mail@FloridaNewsLine.com

Jax Audiology & Hearing 

WIN!!A Pair ofOticon Premium Hearing Aids$5000 Value

No purchase or payment of any kind is necessary to enter or win this promotion Entrants/winner may be asked to be screened for hearing 
loss. By entering this promotion entrants accept and agree the decision of the judges is final.

come along even if it meant chartering 
buses and paying their own way. �e 
marching band, dance team, winter 
guard and cheerleading squad could 
not wait to shine under the lights and 
smile for the camera. 

Despite disappointing setbacks that 
began with a weather lightning delay 
and worsened with a shut-down by 
their opponent, the Bears were deter-
mined to �ght to the end. Carterville’s 
o�ense just could not be stopped and 
their defense was shutting down both 
Gatewood and quarterback Riley 
Smith in the �rst half.

At halftime, the Spirit of Bartram 
marching band showcased their talent 
before the two teams again took the 
�eld for a massive comeback rally by 
Bartram Trail that pulled them up 
from a 28-point de�cit to nearly win 
the game. Regardless of the �nal play 
not working out for the Bears, they 
fought a tough battle with a �nal score 
of 52 – 45. 

Even though they did not secure 
a win, the pride in the faces of the 
students who were given the opportu-

Photos courtesy Shelley Howard and Melissa Mulley

The Bartram Trail High School Cheerleaders

Bartram’s o§ense making a drive.

nity to travel for a nationally televised 
game was felt for days after their return 
home.

Provided the property proves to be 
structurally sound, the William Bar-
tram Scenic and Historic Highway 
group hopes to restore the building 
to its late 1940s architecture. Plans 
are for it to serve as a meeting place 
for area civic groups. �e volunteer 
�re station would be torn down and 
a second building erected, which 
would function as a welcome center 
and an interpretive history center for 
the Northwest area of the county. 
�e group envisions that the com-
bination of these two facilities with 
Alpine Groves Park across the street 
will create a civic hub centrally lo-
cated on the scenic highway.

“Part of the charter of the Wil-
liam Bartram Scenic and Historic 
Highway organization is to educate 

residents and visitors on the history 
of this area and greater St. Johns 
County,” Abbatiello said. “Our 
group is also working with other 
organizations for a contiguous Bar-
tram Trail through Florida. Putnam 
County’s Bartram Trail group has 
done a great deal of work towards 
that end with an interpretive center 
on the river in Palatka that travel-
ers should experience. �is center is 
similar to what we envision for our 
interpretive center in St. Johns.”

Roumillat said, “With all of the 
growth, this area will be transformed 
forever, but this piece of the Wil-
liam Bartram Scenic Highway can be 
preserved forever with this restora-
tion. Between Race Track Road and 
RiverTown is a little piece of Old 
Florida.”

Scenic Highway cont. from pg. 1

Bartram Trail cont. from pg. 1
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Finding the right doctor 
just got easier.
Donald J. Levine, MD, Jaime Kibler, DO, and Katherine Wilson, PA-C, are 
dedicated to your family’s health through every stage of life. They o�er you and 
your family a medical home, where you can enjoy an ongoing relationship with 
your personal physician. Someone who will see you the same day if there’s an 
urgent need and coordinate your care with an electronic medical record shared 
across Baptist Health’s comprehensive network of providers. Convenient. 
Caring. Connected. That’s changing health care for good. 

Areas of expertise include:

Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
1400 Bishop Estates Road • St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.2794
baptistprimarycare.net

© Baptist Health 2016

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

• Sports/school physicals
• Immunizations
• Well child visits
• Preventive/GYN exams

• Disease management
• Minor skin lesion and mole removal
• Osteopathic treatment
• On-site lab

Fabulous for Fall!

12627 San Jose Blvd  Suite 602
Jacksonville, FL 32223
904-800-2459

www.strandz-hair.com

We proudly carry:

October 31 is nearly here, and soon 
the streets will be � lled with costumed 
revelers eager to get their share of the 
free-� owing candy and other prizes. 
Year after year, trick-or-treaters don 
their costumes and parade from home 
to home. But have you ever wondered 
where this and other traditions began?

Trick-or-treating and wearing costumes 
seem like odd traditions to those unac-
customed to Halloween. Halloween 
customs are actually a blend of Celtic, 
Catholic, Pagan, and ancient Roman 
traditions. It is thought that Hallow-
een celebrations date back to roughly 
800 to 600 BC, when they originally 
were observances of the harvest season 
and nature before the arrival of winter, 
which marked the barren state of the 
landscape. � e Celtic festival of Sam-
hain was a major in� uence on modern 
day Halloween.

On October 31, Celts also believed the 
door to the underworld was opened and 
could let in deceased spirits. Feasts were 
held and place-settings were left for 
deceased relatives, as they were believed 
to return home for a visit. In addition 
to friendly spirits, mean spirits also 
could cross over. Bon� res were lit to 
ward o�  spirits, and extra candles would 
be used in homes and churches to keep 
evil away.

Traditions of Halloween from blended 
origins
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Even the custom of wearing costumes 
has its roots in keeping evil spirits at 
bay. Costumes and masks were worn to 
confuse bad spirits and frighten them so 
that they could not bestow misfortune 
on the more fortunate. People also wore 
masks and ventured out after dark so 
that envious ghosts who were cold and 
outside could not recognize residents of 
warm and inviting homes.

� e trick-or-treating custom may have 
blended origins. Druids believed the 
dead would play tricks on mankind 
during Samhain, causing destruction 
and panic. To appease the spirits, people 
would give the dead food and other 
treats.

Another custom, called “souling,” can 
be linked to Halloween as well. Early 
Christians would walk from village to 
village asking for “soul cakes,” which 
were square pieces of bread with cur-
rants. � e more cakes received, the 
more prayers the faithful would promise 
to say on behalf of the dead relatives of 
the cake donors to expedite a soul’s pas-
sage to heaven.

Irish trick-or-treating customs may be 
traced back to collecting supplies door-
to-door for the festival of St. Columb-
kille.

Jack-o’-lanterns and 
other carved pumpkin 
designs are frequently 
the centerpieces of 
Halloween festivities. 
� e twinkling lights 
and orange glow of 
jack-o’-lanterns can 
add ambiance to any 
autumn event. � e 
trouble with carving 
pumpkins is that most 
people want to do it 
right away, only to dis-
cover their pumpkins 
wilt and decay long 
before Halloween.

Nothing ruins Hal-
loween more than 
visiting a home to 
trick-or-treat and not 
getting candy. Equally 
disappointing is a 
sad pumpkin display 
withering away on 
a front porch. Even 
though all pumpkins 
will eventually rot, 
certain tips can keep 
carvings from collaps-
ing too soon.

• Choose a sturdy pumpkin. Inspect 
the pumpkin of your choosing 
carefully, looking for gouges, spots 
and holes. Even a small blemish can 
quickly expand into a mushy mess. 
Select pumpkins with even color 
and � rm � esh, and make sure that 
the pumpkin doesn’t feel tender 
when you push on the skin.

• Scrape the insides of the pumpkin 
thoroughly. Any moist bits inside 
the pumpkin will mold quickly. � e 
pumpkin carving experts at Pump-
kin Masters recommend scraping as 
much of the “guts” out as possible, 
leaving about a one-inch thickness 
of the wall of the pumpkin.

• Coat the pumpkin. Preservation 
methods may aim to keep the 
pumpkin hydrated and inhibit 
mold and other microbial growth. 
Commercially sold pumpkin pres-
ervation products, such as Pumpkin 
Fresh®, hold up well. Soaking and 
spraying carved pumpkins with 

How to preserve carved pumpkins
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a bleach-and-water solution also 
seems to preserve designs.

• Keep it out of the elements. Store 
carved pumpkins in a cool, dry 
place. � is will help slow down 
the rotting process for pumpkins 
exposed to outdoor fungi, other 
microbes and warm sunlight.

• Use an arti� cial light source. Re-
duce the heat inside of the pump-
kin and encourage hydration by 
selecting a battery-powered light 
instead of a lit candle to illuminate 
the carving.

• Skip the carving. Once pumpkin 
skin is compromised, microbes can 
enter. In lieu of carving, paint or 
decorate pumpkins in other ways 
if you want them to stay fresh for a 
long time. Glow in the dark paint 
can help pumpkins stand out at 
night.

Carved pumpkins may last a week 
or two, while uncut pumpkins can 
last for a month or more. Keeping 
pumpkins hydrated and mold-free 
will prolong your designs. 
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A Safe and Pain-Free Procedure Designed for bulging/herniated discs 
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A Safe and Pain-Free Procedure Designed for bulging/herniated discs
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A Safe and Pain-Free Procedure Designed for bulging/herniated discs

• Auto Injuries • Sports Injuries • Back Pain • Carpal Tunnel • Disc Bulge • Disc Degeneration • Disc Herniation • Joint Pain
• Neck Pain • Sciatica • Numbness (Hands & Feet) • TMJ • Applied Kinesology

Also o� ering Massage and Acupuncture Treatment • Treating Pediatrics through Geriatric

Dr. Tom Lahmann, Dr. Blake Moser and sta�  
Serving St Johns County for nearly 20 years!

As tick populations grow and spread 
across the country, their prevalence 
is increasing the public’s risk for 
some troubling diseases. Of these 
diseases, say dermatologists from the 
American Academy of Dermatol-
ogy, Lyme disease, Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever, Powassan virus and 
alpha-gal syndrome — a mysterious 
red meat allergy — are among the 
most serious. 

“Although most ticks do not carry 
disease, it’s important to be mindful 
of these risks and keep an eye out 
while you’re outdoors,” said board-
certi�ed dermatologist Lindsay 
Strowd, MD, FAAD, an assistant 
professor of dermatology at Wake 
Forest Baptist Medical Center in 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina. “If 
you notice a tick crawling on you or 
attached to your skin, remove it im-
mediately to prevent any potential 
infection.”

To remove a tick that is attached to 
your skin, Dr. Strowd recommends 
the following tips:

Use tweezers to remove the tick. 
Sterilize the tip of the tweezers using 
rubbing alcohol and grasp the tick as 
close to the skin’s surface as possible.

Pull upward with steady, even pres-
sure. Avoid twisting, squeezing or 
crushing the tick, as this can cause 
its head or mouth to break o� and 
remain in your skin. If this happens, 
use tweezers to remove the remain-
ing parts. If you cannot remove the 
rest of the tick, see a board-certi�ed 
dermatologist.

Dispose of the tick. Place it in a 
sealed bag or container; submerse 
the tick in alcohol; or wrap it tightly 
in tape. You may also want to save 
the tick in a sealed jar. �at way, 
if you develop any symptoms after 
the bite, the tick can be tested for 
disease.

Clean the bite area with soap and 
water.

“Although ticks can bite at any time, 
they’re most active in April through 
September,” said Dr. Strowd. “For-

How to remove a tick and prevent 
future bites
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tunately, there are many things 
people can do to protect themselves 
and their families against ticks.”

To prevent tick bites, Dr. Strowd 
recommends the following tips:

Walk in the center of trails. Avoid 
walking through heavily wooded 
and brushy areas with tall grass.

If you must walk through heavily 
wooded areas, wear long pants and 
long sleeves. Pull your socks up over 
your pants, and tuck your shirt into 
your pants to prevent ticks from 
crawling up your body. It’s also a 
good idea to wear light-colored 
clothes so that ticks can be spotted 
easily.

Use insect repellent that contains 
20 to 30 percent DEET on exposed 
skin and clothing. Make sure to 
follow the product instructions. 
Parents should apply this product to 
their children, making sure to avoid 
the hands, eyes and mouth. 

Examine your skin after spending 
time in heavily wooded or brushy 
areas. Conduct a full-body tick 
check to make sure that no ticks are 
crawling on you. Since ticks prefer 
warm, moist areas, be sure to check 
your armpits, groin and hair. You 
should also check your children and 
pets, as well as any gear you used 
outside.

“If you develop any symptoms with-
in a few weeks after a tick bite, such 
as a rash, fever or body aches, see a 
board-certi�ed dermatologist,” said 
Dr. Strowd. “Make sure you tell the 
doctor about your recent tick bite, 
when the bite occurred and where 
you most likely acquired the tick.”

�ese tips are demonstrated in 
“How to Remove a Tick”, a video 
posted to the AAD website and 
YouTube channel. �is video is part 
of the AAD’s “Video of the Month” 
series, which o�ers tips people can 
use to properly care for their skin, 
hair and nails. A new video in the 
series posts to the AAD website and 
YouTube channel each month.
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www.firstflorida.org
CR 210 Branch | 1950 CR 210 W. | St. Johns

   *  APR=Annual Percentage Rate. The introductory APR will remain in effect for 12 months. Introductory APR is not based on the index and margin used for later rate adjustments. The maximum introductory APR is 6.49%. The introductory APR you receive is based on your 
individual credit history and Combined Loan to Value (CLTV). After the introductory period, your APR will adjust to The Wall Street Journal (WSJ) Prime Rate, plus or minus a Margin. As of June 15, 2017, the Prime Rate in the WSJ is 4.25%. The Margin ranges from -.75% to 4.50% 
and is based upon your individual credit history and CLTV. Your APR will never be more than 18% or the maximum permitted by law, whichever is less. However, your APR will not be less than 4.25% (the floor). All balances will accrue interest at a variable APR, which can adjust 
on the first day of each month- based upon the Prime Rate published in the WSJ 10 days prior to adjustment date. There is no limit on the amount by which the APR can change during any one year period. The minimum line of credit is $10,000 and the maximum is $100,000. A 
$10,000 minimum initial advance is required at closing. Loan and credit line are subject to credit approval, documentation, and security requirements. Closing costs are estimated to range between $350 and $1,200. Upon request, we will provide you with an itemization of the 
costs. Property insurance is required, including flood insurance if applicable. Applies only to owner-occupied primary residences located within the state of Florida. All terms are subject to change without prior notice.

†  First Florida will pay closing costs up to $500 or 1% of the credit line, whichever is less. Good only for standard, actual closing costs. Offer does not apply to mortgage loans already financed by First Florida and is subject to change or can be withdrawn at any time without 
prior notice.

Membership is open to anyone who lives or works in the following Florida counties: Saint Johns, Baker, Bradford, Broward, Clay, Columbia, Duval,  
Flagler, Franklin, Gadsden, Hillsborough, Jackson, Je�erson, Leon, Liberty, Madison, Miami-Dade, Nassau, Orange, Palm Beach, Pinellas, Seminole, Taylor,  

Union, Volusia, and Wakulla. Additionally, employees of the State of Florida and CSX Transportation are eligible for membership.  
A savings/share account with a minimum $5.00 balance is required for membership.

   Streamlined processing which keeps costs LOW
   20-year term with a 10-year draw period
   Servicing retained by the credit union
   No escrow account required

First Florida Home Equity Line of Credit

Stop by our County Road 210 Branch
1950 CR 210 West, St. Johns  •  Call (904) 808-4644   •  (800) 766-4328, ext. 1

The equity you’ve built in your home is the key to accessing money that can 
cover your child’s college education, make home improvements or repairs, 
pay o� credit cards, and more.

Get up to $500 for Closing Costs†.
Introductory APR as low as 1.99% for 12 Months*
Afterwards, Variable APR as low as 4.25%*




