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The third annual Bartram Park Car 
Show and Community Festival was 
held on Saturday, Nov. 4, from 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m. in the parking lot of its 
host, Railing Chiropractic. 

“Each year the event has gotten a little 
bigger,” Dr. Christopher Railing said. 
“We are pleased that we raised $5,000 
in donations for Toys for Tots — 
double what we raised last year — in 
addition to $500 worth of new toys 
that were brought to the event.”

Railing and his staff will go shop-
ping and purchase $1,000 worth of 
bicycles and helmets and spend the 
remaining $4,000 on toys for children 
of all ages. Then, they will make one 
big donation of all the items to Toys 
for Tots. In previous years, Railing 
said they had piggybacked onto other 
events with donating their items to 
Toys for Tots, but this year with the 
size of the donation, they plan to do a 
direct donation to the organization.

Railing said he grew up in a tradi-
tional family who always had a nice 
Christmas, but he knew that a lot 
of children weren’t so fortunate. So, 
when he opened his first office in 

Bartram Park Car 
Show collects for 
Toys for Tots
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Car Show cont. on pg. 12

Photos courtesy Dr. Christopher Railing

Annual Julington Creek Boat Parade  
spreads holiday cheer

By Angela Higginbotham
angela@floridanewsline.com

Photos courtesy Julington Creek Prop Club 

Holiday on the Creek is a festive local tradition.

Since 1980, the Julington Creek Prop 
Club has been presenting the Holiday 
on the Creek boat parade for everyone to 
come out and enjoy. This year’s event will 
take place on Dec. 2 beginning at 7 p.m. 
The highly anticipated night is for all 
families to gather and enjoy the beauty 
of color, lights, and sounds of the season 
along Julington Creek. 

The Julington Creek Prop Club invites 
the community to participate and come 

Photos courtesy Julington Creek Prop Club 

Boats are decorated with lights and loop around 
Julington Creek for all to enjoy.

out and watch the event. Participants 
will decorate their boats, homes, and 
docks to spread the joy and excitement 
of the holidays.

Dozens of holiday light adorned boats 
will start at the Julington Creek Marina 

and travel towards Clark’s Fish Camp 
and under the Julington Creek Bridge, 
eventually making a loop for spectators 
to enjoy. 

“Typically we have 40 – 50 boats that 
participate and it’s a fun time for the en-
tire family,” Prop Club Vice Commodore 
David Griffin said. 

After the parade, a celebration will take 
place at the Julington Creek Marina. 
Boaters who participate in the parade and 
others are invited to join in on a night of 
fun with plenty of food, door prizes and 
live music. The board will announce the 
first, second and third place winners at 
the celebration. 

The Julington Creek Prop Club is a 501c 

nonprofit organization committed to 
sharing a passion for boating and our wa-
terways with everyone while also enhanc-
ing the boating experience. 

For details on this special Holiday on the 
Creek, visit the facebook page at www.
facebook.com/jcpropclub/

The 21st annual Fall Festival and Chili 
Cook Off was held in Mandarin on 
Saturday, Nov. 18 at the Riverplace 
Shopping Center. This highly anticipated 
event brings crowds of around 1,000 
residents every year to enjoy chilli tast-
ing, music, craft vendors and a bounce 
house for kids. 

A panel of local celebrity judges have 
the delicious task of blind tasting the 
registered chilli cook off recipes. The 
panel of judges for this year’s event were 
Chef Amadeus, Joe Talentino, Cole Pep-
per, Wally Conway, Matt Schellenberg, 
Jason Fischer, and Judge Mark Borello. 
The first place prize of $500 went to Sig 
McGarity of Signet CPR and the second 
place prize of $200 was awarded to 
Kelly Harris of Village Bread. A People’s 

Battle for the best chili at 21st annual 
Mandarin Fall Festival 
By Angela Higginbotham
angela@floridanewsline.com

Choice award was given to Chris 
Lewis. 

“This year we had a dunk booth, fire 
trucks a bloodmobile, a face painter 
for the kids and live music. It’s a 
fun day for the whole family and it 
wouldn’t be possible without all of the 
volunteers, planning committee, and 
sponsors,” said planning committee 
co-chair, Lisa Sawyer.

The music for this year’s event was 
provided by the Northeast Florida Music 
Conservatory’s 18 piece jazz band and 
also the Ron Howard Band. Proceeds 
from a silent auction will benefit Safe 
Kids of Northeast Florida, the Mandarin 
Food Bank, Junior Achievement and 
Mandarin Council’s Janice Meisel Schol-
arship Fund. 

Generous sponsors come together to 
make this event a success year after year. 
The sponsors for the 21st annual event 
were Jax Chamber Mandarin Council, 
Alan W. Painter / Edward Jones, 121 Fi-
nancial Credit Union, Jax Federal Credit 

Photos courtesy Lisa Sawyer

First place winner in the chili cook off was Sig McGarity 
of Signet CPR. 

Fall Festival cont. on pg. 13
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The difference between
your “local” daily newspaper and

your local community paper

It’s a difference we’ll learn to live with!

The value of  community papers continues to grow, with new ways
to serve readers and strengthen their communities.  Over 150 million people 

are informed and entertained by their community paper every week.

Built on everything local—stories, community events, business news, people, 
places and local advertisers—we know firsthand the value of  community. 

Daily newspapers can’t claim to be local all the time, but we are
committed to offering that value to our readers and advertisers.

The value of free community papers is growing
while daily newspapers are failing
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Domestic Shorthair/Mix

Female

2 months old

Mixed Breed, Medium Mix (up to 44 lbs 
fully grown)

Male

8 years old

Meet Katie!Meet Jinx!

The Jacksonville Humane Society is open 
12 p.m. – 7 p.m. on weekdays, and from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. on the weekends. 

Call (904) 725-8766 for more information.
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Do it for the 
ones you love. 
Everyone knows annual mammograms save lives. 
Is it time for yours? Mammograms at  
Baptist South are quick and easy. 

n Our digital mammograms are fast – you’ll be 
in and out in about 30 minutes. 

n A doctor’s referral is not required.

n Most insurance plans cover the cost. 

n Expanded hours and online scheduling for 
your convenience. 

Why wait? Schedule your mammogram today. 

904.202.2222

baptistjax.com/mammo

14550 Old St. Augustine Rd.
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Photo courtesy Lynn Cuda

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum & Historical Society 

Host families needed for 
exchange student program
EF’s Educational Homestay Program 
needs community volunteers to host 
international high school students dur-
ing their summer language program. 
Host families share their home, culture 
and American way of life with visiting 
students, aged 14 – 18, from June 29 
through July 21, 2018. EF staff will 
keep students busy during the week-
days; host families enjoy their company 
evenings and weekends. There are 
weekday bus stops throughout the area. 
Contact Ginger Manning, Recruiter 
and Program Leader, at (904) 446-5646 
or efgingwa19@gmail.com for more 
information and to schedule an applica-
tion and home visit. 

Billard Park is 10 years old
The Mandarin Community Club 
celebrated the 10th anniversary of 
its Billard Commemorative Park on 
Sunday afternoon, Nov. 12. One of 
the club’s three historic properties, the 

park was developed and dedicated on 
the site of the Frederick Billard House 
in November of 2007. It is home to 
the white gazebo visible from Brady 
Road as well as a butterfly garden and 
natural green space. Club members and 
Mandarin community members were 
invited to attend the festivities. Among 
those present was Bob Waterston, one 
of the original committee members 
who designed and planned the park 10 
years ago.

Women’s Board of Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital 
announces 41st annual Art 
& Antiques Show
The Women’s Board of Wolfson Chil-
dren’s Hospital will welcome nationally 
acclaimed lecturers and internationally 
recognized art and antiques dealers to 
the 41st annual Art & Antiques Show, 
Dec. 1 – 3, at the Prime F. Osborn 
III Convention Center in downtown 
Jacksonville. Proceeds fund state-of-
the-art services, programs, equipment 
and facilities to provide healthcare for 
all children in the Northeast Florida/
Southeast Georgia region. Show hours 
are from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. on Friday, 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m. on Saturday and 12 p.m. 
– 5 p.m. on Sunday. Daily admission 
to the show is $15 and lecture tickets 
are $30. Tickets are available online at 
www.artandantiquesshow.com, by by 
email at womensboardwch@bmcjax.
com or by calling (904) 202-2886. 

Celebrate Winter in 
Mandarin on Dec. 2
The Mandarin Museum & Historical 
Society will host the annual Winter 
Celebration from 11a.m. – 4 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
2. at the Walter Jones 
Historical Park, located 
at 11964 Mandarin 
Road. Activities 
are planned for the 
community that will 
educate, entertain 
and delight all ages, 
including live music, a 
visit with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, and an autograph 
session with local children’s author 
June Weltman. All historic buildings 
in Walter Jones Historical Park will be 
open, 18th and 19th century reenactors 
will be present, and there will be a 
horse drawn hayride and face painting. 
Visitors are encouraged to park at 
Mandarin Presbyterian Church and 
bring canned food items to leave for 
the church’s community food pantry. 
Visit www.mandarinmuseum.net or call 
(904) 268-0784 for more information. 

River City Women’s Club 
to meet for Christmas 
luncheon
The River City Women’s Club will 
meet Wednesday, Dec. 20 for a Christ-
mas luncheon, a fun program and raffle 

for charity at San Jose Country Club, 
7529 San Jose Blvd. Social time begins 
at 10:30 a.m., and a business meeting 
will be held at 11, followed by lun-
cheon and the program. Reservations 
are required; call Florence at (904) 262-
8719. The River City Women’s Club 
meets the third Wednesday of each 
month for lunch, camaraderie and a 
fund raising program for charity. Guests 
are welcome.
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around town

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.

www.nemetzdental.com
We are in-network providers with Metlife, Delta, Cigna,  

United Healthcare and most other PPO Plans.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223 (Between Sonny’s BBQ & CareSpot)
(904) 292-2210 • www.NemetzDental.com

save the date!

Through Jan. 31, 2018 St. Augustine Nights of Lights 
Nightly
www.visitstaugustine.com/event/nights-lights

Jan. 4, 2018 Bettye LaVette at the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall
www.pvconcerthall.com/e9710-bettye-lavette.aspx

Jan. 6, 2018 Bird Walk: Owl Prowl at St. Joe Walkway
5 p.m.
www.facebook.com/FlaglerAudubon/

Jan. 19, 2018 United Way of St. Johns County Givers Gala 
Casa Monica Resort and Spa
bit.ly/giversgala or (904) 829-9721

Jan. 24, 2018 Let’s Go Science
10:30 a.m.
Thrasher-Horne Center, Orange Park
https://thcenter.secure.force.com/ticket#details_a0S2A00000Yc00vUAB

Feb. 3, 2018 Fight For Air Climb to benefit American Lung Association
8:00 a.m.
Bank of America tower, downtown Jacksonville
http://action.lung.org/site/TR/Climb/ALASE_Southeast?pg=entry&fr_id=16325

Feb. 10, 2018 Florida STEM and Health Expo
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
River City Science Academy
http://www.flstemexpo.com

1st – 3rd
41st annual Art and Antiques Show: 
“London Calling”
Hosted by the Women’s Board of Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital
Prime F. Osborn III Convention Center
www.artandantiquesshow.com

2nd
Mandarin Museum & Historical Society’s
Winter Celebration
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Walter Jones Historical Park, 11964 Mandarin 
Road
www.mandarinmuseum.net or (904) 268-0784
Free Tools to Quit Smoking Class
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Baptist Medical Center South
Call Florida AHEC to register (904) 482-0189
Children’s Way 5k & Family Day benefiting 
Ronald McDonald House
3 p.m. 5k; 4 p.m. fun run
Ronald McDonald House in San Marco
https://rmhcjacksonville.org 
Toast of Jax Toastmasters meeting
7:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. 
Baha’i Community Center of Jacksonville, 5034 
Greenland Road
www.toastofjax.com (Repeating event on 
Saturdays)

3rd
1911 Historic Mandarin Store and Post 
Office open
12 p.m. – 4 p.m.
12471 Mandarin Road
www.mandarinmuseum.net or (904) 268-0784

5th
Honeybee Quilt Guild
6:30 p.m.
Mandarin Presbyterian Church, 11844 Mandarin 
Road

www.honeybeequilters.org (Repeats first Tues-
day of each month)
Shuffleboard
1:30 p.m. (repeating event on Tuesdays)
Mandarin Park, next to tennis courts at park 
entrance
Just show up unless it rains
Jacksonville Fine Arts Forum with 
gardener and party decorator Tamer 
Britten.
11:30 a.m.
San Jose Country Club, 7529 San Jose Blvd.
RSVP jaxfineartsforum.com

6th
December Art Walk
5 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Downtown Jacksonville
http://jacksonvilleartwalk.com

7th – 10th
Jacksonville Symphony’s Holiday Pops
7:30 p.m. Thursday; 8 p.m. Friday; 3 p.m./8 p.m. 
Saturday; 3 p.m. Sunday
Jacoby Hall
www.jaxsymphony.org

9th
St. Johns Chapter of the Catholic Writers 
Guild
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
St. Paul’s Catholic Church school auditorium, 
2609 Park St.
www.dosafl.com/outreach/catholic-writers-
guild/ or writerrod@comcast.net

14th
American Legion Post 372 general 
assembly
6 p.m. meet and greet / 7 p.m. meeting
Mandarin/St. Johns Elks Lodge, 4280 Oldfield 

Crossing Drive
(904) 297-8344 or www.mandarinpost372.org
Magnolia Circle of the Mandarin Garden 
Club
7 p.m.
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road
(904) 260-2764; mandaringardenclub.org

16th
Cruise In sponsored by Sunshine State 
Chevelles
4 p.m. – 8 p.m.
PDQ parking lot, 194 State Road 13
Repeating event on third Saturday of each month
Mandarin Toastmasters meeting
10:15 a.m. – 12 p.m.
South Mandarin Library, 12125 San Jose Blvd. 
Mandarintoastmasters.org

18th
All Star Quilt Guild
9:45 a.m.
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd.
www.orgsites.com/fl/allstartquiltguild or (904) 
502-5254
Dogwood Circle of the Mandarin Garden 
Club 
10 a.m.
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road
(904) 260-2764; mandaringardenclub.org

20th
River City Women’s Club Christmas 
luncheon
10:30 a.m.
San Jose Country Club, 7529 San Jose Blvd. 
RSVP to Florence, (904) 262-8719

21st
Mandarin Women’s Club’s Holiday Chinese 
Auction
10:30 am
Ramada Inn Mandarin, 3130 Hartley Road
RSVP by Dec. 14; gerimarch23@gmail.com or 
(904) 993-7649
Third Thursday Lecture
Mandarin Community Club, 12447 Mandarin Road
Free event; (904) 268-0784
Cherokee Rose Circle of the Mandarin 
Garden Club
10 a.m.
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road
(904) 260-2764; mandaringardenclub.org

28th
Live Oak Circle of the Mandarin Garden 
Club
7 p.m.
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road
(904) 260-2764; mandaringardenclub.org
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with Jacksonville City Council Member  
Matt Schellenberg (District 6)Q A&with Duval School Board Member,  

District 7, Lori HersheyQ A&

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective as of publication date. $1,000.00 minimum deposit to 
open and is required to earn stated APY. Funds must come from a source outside Bank of the 

Ozarks. Penalty for early withdrawal. Offer not available to brokers, dealers and other financial 
institutions. Offer good at Mandarin location only. Fees could reduce earnings. 

Member FDIC. © Copyright 2017 Bank of the Ozarks.

BANKOZARKS.COM

SPECIAL OFFER!

VISIT OUR MANDARIN LOCATION AT
10970 SAN JOSE BLVD.

904-880-1435

OPEN A 
11 MONTH CD AT

1.66%APY*

13241 Bartram Park Boulevard  | Ste 509 
904-551-9283 | www.railingchiropractic.com

M/T/W/F 8-12  2-6  •  Th 9-1  

In network with most major insurances • A� ordable cash plans available • Onsite digital x-ray

Dr. Christopher Railing 
serving the area since 2011

Chiropractic Care 

Pediatric Chiropractic

Injuries & Accidents 

Back, Neck & Joint Pain 

Massage Therapy 

Acupuncture

Railing Chiropractic & Acupuncture
Eliminate pain, heal injuries and promote your overall wellness with 

quality chiropractic care from the experienced professionals.

Water Problems?
CALL TODAY FOR STRAIGHT  

ANSWERS, NO HIGH PRESSURE!
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems 
to meet your needs and your budget!”

Family Owned & Operated  
for Over 25 Years

Ask Us About 
Salt Delivery

Or Rental 
Systems

Iron • Bacteria • Sulfur • Salts • Color 
• Lead • Hardness And Odor

• REMOVE •

FREE WATER TESTING
3760 Kori Road • 904-262-0197 • www.affordablewaterjax.com

License #W-32

Q: What is the latest news on follow up on 
schools used as hurricane shelters?
A: The Duval Delegation, consisting of 
local state representatives, visited Atlantic 
Coast High School on Nov. 21 to better 
understand the role our schools play in 
serving as shelters for our city. We have 
asked the state to allot more dollars for 
schools serving as shelters. The school 
district has to front costs for setup, clean 
up and repairs. To date the district has not 
received FEMA dollars for damages from 
Hurricane Matthew. That storm destroyed 
tarps at Twin Lakes Elementary; one tarp 
on the playground cost $6,000 to replace.

Q: What can you tell us about the community 
meetings held in November in which the 
school board rolled out its strategic plan?
A: We held one of the meetings at Atlantic 
Coast High School on Nov. 13. The com-
munity meeting was well attended and 
I encourage stakeholders to commit to 
attending community meetings that will 
take place the first part of 2018.

Q: What is the latest update on the 
superintendent search?
A: The Request for Proposals will go out 
in December. We plan to select a search 
firm by mid-January and complete the 
process by the end of March. 

Q: How is the School Board progressing with 
its Master Board certification?
A: The board has completed professional 
development and all requirements for 
Master Board Certification. Six of the 

seven board members participated in the 
workshops which equipped participants 
with the skill set to be an effective board.

Q: What can you tell us about the Chamber of 
Commerce trip you took to Toronto recently 
and what did you learn that you can bring 
back to District 7?
A: The Chamber trip emphasized the 
importance of a strong public educa-
tion system. Toronto, like Jacksonville, 
is a diverse community and faces similar 
challenges that we do. There is a lot of 
community support for public education 
there. District 7 recognizes the strength in 
our neighborhood schools. While we are a 
“B” district, we are also points away from 
being an “A” district and that’s going to be 
a game changer.

Q: Do you have other updates for District 7?
A: Greenland Pines Elementary was 
the recipient of the Haskell’s Company 
Green Apple Day. The Haskell Company 
provided plants and mulch to beautify 
the campus. The day was led by a team 
of volunteers from the Haskell company. 
Community volunteers, students, parents, 
staff and Principal Jackie Sneddon worked 
hard on a Saturday morning to update the 
landscape. 

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at                 
(904) 316-3609.

Q: Can you give us an update on the repairs 
to County Dock as of today, Nov. 9?
A: I believe it’s in the design phase. I’m so 
disappointed in the lack of progress with 
this and repairs to other city-owned rec-
reational facilities. FEMA owes the City 
of Jacksonville $28 million and it’s a year 
past due. We will be owed at least that 
much for damage from Irma. The lack of 
funding from FEMA is holding us up on 
projects we’ve already spent money on. We 
must continue to be cautious and respon-
sible with how we spend the city’s money 
as we still have three weeks of hurricane 
season left.

Q: What is the city doing to advocate to 
FEMA to try to get the funds that are due?
A: Well, because the forms and procedures 
for reimbursement are so specific, the city 
has actually hired the accounting firm 
Ernst and Young to fill out the forms. We 
have already paid them $250,000 as a 
downpayment for their services.

Q: You said last month that the first pass 
for hurricane debris pick up would be 
completed by Nov. 9. Do you know have 
any updates?
A: Because of the volume of debris from 
Hurricane Irma, the city performed both 
a first and second pass of collection as of 
Nov. 9. Debris collection totaled more 
than 1.4 million cubic yards. The city will 
now pick up any missed debris on the 
regularly scheduled pickup date; however, 
if there are areas that readers know of that 
still need a pickup, please notify me via 
email and include the address or at least 
the street name.

Q: What is the latest on the sidewalks 
along Mandarin Road?
A: The first phase of the sidewalks are to 
be completed by the end of the year and 
the second phase is on track for an April 
2018 completion. Mandarin is a special 
place and we need to have more com-
munity spirit. I believe that there are a lot 
of good, kind residents here who love the 
trees and the outdoors, which is why I feel 
it is important to spend money on things 
like sidewalks and parks. We need to pre-
serve what we have as we are competing 
against neighborhoods like San Marco and 
our neighbors to the south in St. Johns 
County for residents and property values. 
Good schools are important too. We need 
to bring all students up in Duval County 
Public Schools. 

Q: Your term as City Councilmember will 
be up in June 2019 and you are term limited 
from running again. What attributes do you 
hope your successor brings to the table?
A: We should definitely be looking ahead 
to who will represent Mandarin. It should 
be someone who knows very well the area 
and the people who live here. Out of the 
approximately 45,000 registered voters 
in District 6, there should be plenty of 
people who understand the unique quali-
ties of our community who could run for 
office.

Q: What is the best way for our readers to 
contact you?
A: Community members can email me at 
MattS@coj.net or call (904) 630-1388.
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with Jacksonville City Council Member 
Tommy Hazouri (At Large District 3)Q A&

NEW ST. JOHNS LOCATION 
NOW OPEN!

Doctor’s Village 
Race Track Road-next to Memorial Emergency Center

111 Doctor’s Village Drive, Ste. 400 
St. Johns, FL 32259

ST. AUGUSTINE LOCATION
22 St. Johns Medical Park Dr.

 St. Augustine, FL 32086

WILLIAM J. GLENOS, D.M.D., P.A.
Board Certified Orthodontic Specialist For Children, Teens, and Adults

904.79SMILE (797.6453) • smilesbyglenos.com
Connect with us!  Like us on Facebook

SAVE ORTHODONTIC EXPENSE!
Call for a FREE ORTHODONTIC 

Growth & Development EXAMINATION by age 7

Pageants for  
mature women

(904) 323-2063
www.ASeasonedAffair.com

Now Accepting Applications

Surgical And Medical Services Offered Include:
Cataract

Glaucoma
Double Vision

Peripheral Vision Defects
Optic Nerve Disease
Diabetic Eye Exam

Comprehensive Eye Exam

www.QualityEyeCareJax.com • (904) 374-6890

Accepting new patients!
Quality Eye Care  

13241 Bartram Park Blvd. • Suite 1501-1505
Jacksonville, FL 32258

Most insurance plans accepted. Call us today for your appointment.

University of Florida Assistant Professor, 
Hazem Samy, MD, FRCS. 

Providing excellent care to patients in Jacksonville 
and the surrounding areas, Dr. Samy’s unique 
qualifi cations include:  
• 25+ Years Experience in Ophthalmology
• American Board Certifi ed Ophthalmologist
• Glaucoma Specialist - Fellowship Certifi ed
• Neuro-Ophthalmologist - Fellowship Certifi ed

May all your wishes come true this 
wondrous season. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Joyous holiday 
wishes to  
you and your 
family …

from your good neighbor.

1101450.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302

Jacksonville, FL  32223
Bus: 904-268-5522

jim.register.g2k4@statefarm.com
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Q: Now that Mayor Curry has named six 
people for the board of directors of the Kids 
Hope Alliance, what is the next step?
A: Probably by the time this paper is in 
mailboxes, the six people he nominated, 
Nat Glover, Rebekah Davis, Kevin Gay, 
Joe Peppers, Tyra Tutor, and Marvin 
Wells, will have been presented for ap-
proval to City Council. One more nomi-
nee is still needed for a total of seven.

Q: Do you have an update on hurricane 
debris collection?
A: As of today, Nov. 9, the city has com-
pleted both the first and second pass of 
collections for a total of 1,469,477 cubic 
yards. Going forward, any missed storm 
debris collection or newly generated yard 
waste will be picked up on the regularly 
scheduled pickup date. Any yard waste 
issues should be directed to 630-CITY.

Q: What is the latest information on the toll 
express lanes currently under construction?
A: The Florida Department of Trans-
portation is adding two-lane toll ex-
press lanes on Interstate 295 — from 
the Buckman Bridge to Interstate 95 
and from J. Turner Butler Boulevard to 
State Road 9B. The tolling will be done 
electronically, with no toll booths and 
existing lanes will remain toll-free. A bar-
rier will be installed to keep the free and 
toll express lanes separate. The Mandarin 
portion, from the Buckman Bridge to 
Interstate 95, is projected to have tolls in 

place on the express lanes in spring 2018. 
The JTB to State Road 9B portion will 
have widening completed and toll express 
lanes open in spring 2019.

Q: What is happening with the Marbon Road 
property?
A; There is still no buyer to date. Accord-
ing to the JTA’s timeline, they project to 
have an update on potential buyers to 
present to the local city council member 
and at large council member by early De-
cember. By mid-December, JTA expects 
to request permission to negotiate a sales 
agreement with any prospective buyer. 

Q: Will there be additional opportunities for 
community input?
A:  The community meetings have 
already taken place during the creation 
and determination of how the property 
would be rezoned. The community came 
up with the compromised development 
plan that has been approved by City 
Council. We don’t have any plans at this 
time to go back out to the community 
but would certainly be happy to do so. I 
will, however, keep the community in the 
know regarding the plan to expand the 
park behind the library.

 Q: What is the best way for our readers to 
contact you?
A: They can email me at THazouri@coj.
net or call (904) 630-1396.

The Mandarin Community Club held 
its annual Wreath Laying Ceremony in 
honor of Veterans Day on Sunday, Nov. 
12 at Billard Commemorative Park on 
Brady Road, adjacent to the club build-
ing. The American Heritage Girls, Florida 
Troop 1512, led those present in the 
Pledge of Allegiance and Nicolas Elliot 
performed taps.

Club members and veterans Bill Walker 
(Col., U.S. Army, Ret.) and Bob Wa-
terston (LTC, U.S. Army, Ret.) assisted 

Mandarin Community Club holds annual 
Veterans Day Wreath Laying Ceremony
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Club President Susie 
Scott, in the place-
ment of the wreath.

“The program was 
very nice, very mov-
ing — especially 
when Nicolas played 
taps — and the 
weather this year 
could not have been 
nicer,” said Lynn 
Cuda, Mandarin 
Community Club 
board member. “It is 
an honor to organize 
and hold this event 
every November for 
our veterans and our 

community.”  

This is the 10th year the Club has hon-
ored Veterans with a wreath-laying and 
Veterans Day program. The Billard Park 
is home to the only Veterans Memorial in 
all of Mandarin. 

 Visit manadarincommunityclub.org for 
additional information on the Mandarin 
Community Club, club programs and 
events.

Photo courtesy Doris Hastings

The Mandarin Community Club held its annual Wreath Laying Ceremony in 
honor of Veterans Day on Sunday, Nov. 12 at Billard Commemorative Park.
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Briefs

11401 Old  St. Augustine Rd. (at I-295) | Jacksonville, FL 32258 | www.rivergarden.org

T h e  T r u s T  Y o u  P l a c e  I n  u s  I s  P r I c e l e s s .  T h a n k  Y o u .

Rehabilitation | Adult Day Care | Home Health Care | Long-Term Care | Memory Care | Independent Living

P r o u d lY  s e r v I n g  n o r T h e a s T  F l o r I d a  w I T h  e x c e l l e n c e  s I n c e  1946

904-260-1818 | RiverGardenSeniorServices

Acupuncture
Treatment Center

Neurological
& Muscular
Disorders
Absolutely No 
Side Effects

13241 Bartram Park Blvd., Suite 913
(904) 465-5155

www.jacksonvilleacupuncture.com

New Lower 
Rates for 2017

Larry Han, AP

Pediatric Associates 
of Julington Creek, PA
Off ering care for Infants,  
Children & Adolescents

Mary Ann Garcia, M.D., FAAP
Victor Luz, M.D., FAAP
Board Certifi ed
Tami Newbern, ARNP

Open Mondays through Fridays
8:30am – 5pm

1631 Race Track Road  Suite 101

230-7977
Most Insurances Accepted

Mandarin Community Club holds annual 
Veterans Day Wreath Laying Ceremony
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Nursing home rated first in Florida
River Garden Senior Services, a not-for-
profit community agency offering an 
array of elder care programs and services 
on a 40-acre campus in Mandarin, was 
recently named at the top of the list of 
121 best performing nursing homes in 
Florida according to U.S. News & World 
Report. Of the 685 nursing homes in the 
state, 121 were rated the best and River 
Garden was at the top of the list.

U.S. News & World Report used data 
from Nursing Home Compare, a pro-
gram run by the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS). The nurs-
ing homes were rated “poor” to “top-per-
forming” on a scale of 1 to 5. U. S. News 
said nursing home performance was 
evaluated over time, averaging monthly 
data over a year and much emphasis was 
placed on strong performance in medi-
cal quality measures. To receive a high 
U.S. News rating, homes had to provide 
significantly more than the required 
minimum of rehabilitation therapy. All 
rated homes accept residents covered by 
Medicaid, Medicare, or both.

Symphony names new vice president and 
general manager
The Jacksonville Symphony recently 
welcomed Roger Wight as Vice president 
and general manager according to an 
announcement by President and CEO 
Robert Massey.

In this position, Wight will work closely 
with both Massey and Music Direc-
tor Courtney Lewis in overseeing the 
production of Jacksonville Symphony 
concerts and programming. Wight will 
also work closely with the marketing and 

development teams to engage sponsors 
and promote concerts.

Wight began his professional career in 
classical music radio as an announcer for 
WCLV in Cleveland while studying at 
the Cleveland Institute of Music. He then 
continued as a radio host and producer at 
the Interlochen Center for the Arts before 
working as a classical music recording and 
show producer at National Public Radio 
in Washington, DC. 

In 2007, Wight moved into the orchestra 
world when he joined the New Jersey 
Symphony Orchestra as their director of 
artistic planning. He then began working 
with the Philadelphia Orchestra as their 
artistic administrator. 

Between his tenure with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra and joining the Jacksonville 
Symphony, Wight has worked as an arts 
management consultant with a variety of 
performing arts organizations including 
the Miami Music Festival and the Toledo 
Symphony Orchestra. As a volunteer, 
Wight serves as a board member of The 
National Arts Club in New York.

Helping Fight Hunger food drive initiative 
collects items for nonprofits
Ameris Bank’s eighth annual company-
wide Helping Fight Hunger food drive 
initiative collected more than 999,000 
non-perishable food items in October 
that were donated to food banks through-
out the Southeast. Ameris Bancorp, the 
parent company of Ameris Bank, also 
collectively donated $100,000 that was 
distributed among all the food banks 
that received the collected food items. 
More than 80 food banks throughout 65 

At a recent luncheon, the Mandarin Women’s Club hosted Jacksonville artist 
Kathy Stark as the guest speaker. Not only did members see examples of her 
beautiful watercolors, she provided them with information about the many 
parks, preserves, and wildlife areas that surround Jacksonville. The club’s Dec. 21 
program will feature the annual Holiday Chinese Auction. Members will bring 
festive, holiday items to raffle. Raffle tickets cost $10 for a strip of 25 tickets, 
and proceeds benefit the Mandarin Women’s Club. Doors at the Ramada Inn 
Mandarin open at 10:30 a.m.  and the cost of the luncheon is $17. Reservations 
are required and must be made by Dec. 14;  contact Geri at (904) 993-7649 or 
gerimarch23@gmail.com to reserve your space. Visit www.mandarinwomen-
sclub.com for more information.

Mandarin 
Women’s Club 
welcomes 
Jacksonville 
artist Kathy 
Stark
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Gail Packard

communities were impacted by this food 
drive initiative.

According to Feeding America, hunger in 
America exists for more than 46 million 
people including 12 million children and 
7 million seniors throughout the United 
States. Ameris Bank’s Helping Fight 
Hunger food drive initiative allowed for a 

food bank in every town with an Ameris 
Bank location to receive the donation of 
goods collected at the local Ameris Bank 
branch, plus a monetary donation from 
Ameris Bancorp. 

Visit www.amerisbank.com/Helping-
FightHunger for more information.
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San Jose Blvd. & I-295
(904) 880-5522

The interdisciplinary team at Ackerman Cancer Center is focused on providing 
each patient with compassionate, individualized cancer care. From screening and 
diagnostic breast imaging services, to advanced treatment options, including 
Proton Therapy, we're here for you when you need it most.

Proton Therapy offers women targeted cancer treatment with minimized side 
effects, such as reduced risk of heart disease and heart attack.

We are proud to welcome Gaelyn Scuderi, MD, to 
Ackerman Cancer Center. She is the leader of our 
comprehensive breast care program. 

Excellence in Breast Care
• Screening & Diagnostic Services
    ° Digital Mammography

    ° Breast Ultrasound

• Image-Guided Breast Biopsy

• Advanced Cancer Treatments including Proton Therapy

T H E  B E S T  O F  R E S A L E .  L O C AT E D  I N  M A N D A R I N  L A N D I N G
1 0 6 0 1  S A N  J O S E  B LV D  I N  J A C K S O N V I L L E

C A S H  F O R  C L O T H E S
&  K I D S ’  S T U F F

&

Sell us the clothes 
they outgrow 

and shop 1000’s 
of markdowns 

throughout both 
stores!

9 0 4 - 5 1 3 - 3 9 1 0 9 0 4 - 4 3 8 - 5 2 5 8
  / U p t o w n J a c k s o n v i l l e  / K i d t o K i d J a c k s o n v i l l e

M O N - S AT:  9 A M - 8 P M  /  S U N :  C L O S E D M O N - S AT:  1 0 A M - 8 P M  /  S U N :  1 2 P M - 6 P M

There’s a new program in town — Learn 
It at Your Library is a monthly get-
together at Mandarin Branch Library fo-
cused on all things crafting, cooking and 
creating. This month’s program will be 
held on Dec. 11 from 1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Learning new crafts and skills isn’t just 
for kids; it’s important for adults to keep 
expanding 
their minds 
as well. So 
come with 
an open 
mind, and 
ready to 
have fun.

Travel back 
in time to 
New York 
City on 
Dec. 19 at 
2 p.m at 
Mandarin 
Branch Li-
brary. Steve 
Samtur, 
editor-
in-chief 
of “Back 
in THE 
BRONX” magazine, will take you on 
a 90-minute journey back in time to 
the Bronx. Samtur’s presentation, “The 
Bronx: The Way it Was,” will include  
more then 400 photos and a number of 
videos of the Bronx from the 1940s, ‘50s 
and ‘60s. 

It wouldn’t be a proper holiday season 
without a visit from the man himself - 
Santa Claus! Jolly old St. Nick will be 
stopping by South Mandarin Library on 
Dec. 15 from 10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 
and Mandarin Branch Library on Dec. 
21 from 10:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Santa 
Stops and Photo Ops is a favorite library 
program that brings holiday spirit to all 
with stories, songs and fun. In addition 
to meeting Santa, kids at South Man-

Uncover a skill and unplug a teen at 
your neighborhood library
By Kaylee Burke
mail@floridanewsline.com

darin’s program will decorate cookies 
and Mandarin goers can have their faces 
painted!

With the world at our fingertips these 
days, it’s not unusual to become com-
pletely consumed by our iPads, phones 
and video games. During the holidays, 

taking a 
break from 
technology 
and spending 
time with 
loved ones 
is a priority. 
That’s why 
the South 
Mandarin 
Library has 
designated 
Dec. 22 as 
the Day of 
Unplugging 
for kids and 
tweens. Stop 
by the library 
at any time 
on this day 
to unwind, 
read, or par-
ticipate in a 

relaxing coloring activity. All supplies will 
be provided.

All library locations will be closed on 
Dec. 24, 25 and 26 for Christmas and on 
Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 for New Year’s. The 
library’s digital library is open 24/7 for 
a variety of e-books, audiobooks, mov-
ies and music. All programs are free and 
open to the public. Find information 
about upcoming events for Mandarin 
and South Mandarin branch librar-
ies at jaxpubliclibrary.org/events or call 
the Mandarin Branch Library at (904) 
262-5201 or the South Mandarin Branch 
Library at (904) 288-6385.

Kaylee Burke is with the Jacksonville Public 
Libraries.

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Libraries

Soak up the holiday spirit at Santa Stops and Photo Ops. You and your family 
are invited to join in on all the fun activities and snap a photo with Santa.

from your friends at

Happy Holidays 
Mandarin

NewsLine
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150 Warren Circle - Suite 5A - St. Johns, FL 32259

Dr. Leslie Newmeyer, Au,D 
Being the area’s trusted professional to 
provide digital amplification allows 
Dr. Leslie to set herself and her business 
apart from other local hearing aid 
dispensers. Trust a Doctor to help you 
with your hearing. Call today to start your 
journey to improved hearing!

JaxAudiology.com  904-342-5217

Help Us Celebrate Our 
ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY!

$600 OFF 
OF ANY PAIR OF 
HEARING AIDS 

OR 
ONE FREE 

STREAMING 
ACCESSORY

We proudly carry all of these major 
hearing aid brands!

Need a great holiday gift idea? 
How about Shooter plugs, Swim plugs or Custom Earmolds?!

INTROCUDING, WIDEX BEYOND. 
• Fantastic colors 

• Direct to i-Phone connectivity 
• Live mic feature for use to hear one specific voice 

• Direct to TV connectivity

14815 Mandarin Road, Suite 101 Jacksonville, FL  32223
904-260-4250 • www.mandarindentalpros.com

We are excited to welcome Dr. Laura Weaver 
to Mandarin Dental Professionals!

Dr. Weaver grew up in Mandarin and is 
thrilled to be practicing in the area she has 
always called home.

Finding your local dentist just got easier!

Watson Realty Corp. REALTORS®

Kathy Akel
(904) 673-9886

kathyakel@watsonrealtycorp.com

If you or someone you know 
is 50+ . . . Don’t trust your 
most valuable asset 
to just anyone! 
As certifi ed Senior Real Estate Specialists, 
we are specifi cally qualifi ed to address all 
of your Real Estate needs. We draw on a 
network of senior specialists, such as es-
tate planners, CPA’s and eldercare lawyers, 
and we are familiar with local community 
resources and services. 

Our goal is to help seniors and their fam-
ilies navigate the maze of fi nancial, legal 
and emotional issues that accompany the 
sale of a home. We are professional, com-
passionate and committed! 

Call us anytime to schedule an appointment!

Misty Phillips
(904) 962-5119

YourPerfectSpot@comcast.net

Hear for the Holidays 
winner: Robert Groves
By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Dr. Leslie Newmeyer, 
Au.D of Jax Audiology 
and Hearing Aid Center 
partnered with Florida 
NewsLine to make a 
difference in a deserv-
ing individual’s holiday 
season this year with the 
gift of hearing. Through 
the generosity of Oti-
con’s donation of a pair 
of Oticon OPN Hearing 
Aids, Robert Groves was 

selected as the winner in the Hear for 
the Holidays contest.

Groves was born in Gastonia, N.C. 
in 1928 and moved with his wife of 
41 years to Jacksonville to start a real 
estate business. He retired in 2008.  

Groves is very sociable and enjoys the 

Photo courtesy Linda Gay

Dr. Leslie Newmeyer, Robert Groves, and Hart Felt Ministries volunteer Rod Lee.

Dr. Leslie Newmeyer fits Robert Groves with his new hearing aid.

company of others. 
Every morning he 
takes a long morn-
ing stroll around 
his apartment com-
plex, but he feels he 
has been missing a 
lot of what’s going 
on around him due 
to not being able 
to hear. Groves 
has wished for a 
hearing aid, but his 
income restricted 
him from pursuing 

such a costly device. 

Groves was overjoyed to hear he would 
be the recipient of the Oticon Hearing 
Aid and is looking forward to enjoy-
ing this holiday season with the gift of 
hearing.

Visit www.jaxaudiology.com for more 
information.
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Holiday

Some exclusions 
apply. Can not be 

combined with other 
coupons/discounts. 
See store for details. 

Coupon Expires 
12/24/2017

$7 O�  
any $35 purchase

Enjoy 
Holiday 

Savings!

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

450 SR 13 at Race Track (next to Publix)  • www.wbu.com/jacksonville •  (904) 230-3242

relax for a moment...
enjoy nature & the birds

Lularoe 
Multi-Consultant 

Event

Italian American Club
2838 Westberry Rd, 

Jacksonville, FL  32223

 Music, Giveaways 
and FUN!

Dec 17, 2017  1-5pm

jaxlularoeevents@gmail.com

“The Nutcracker” is believed by many 
to be a time-honored holiday tradi-
tion. In Northeast Florida, the tradi-
tion continues with five productions 
of the ballet this December.

Choose your Nutcracker
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

The 
Pantry 
Raiders

Host a delicious holiday 
brunch

By Chef Nils Rowland
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Farfalle with Crabmeat, Asparagus, 
Scrambled Eggs, Garlic, and Herbs

Bring a large pot of water to a boil. Add the farfalle and cook until al dente, following the 
manufacturer’s suggested cooking time. About two minutes before the pasta is done, add the 
asparagus.

Meanwhile, in a mixing bowl, beat the eggs with a fork or whisk until slightly frothy. Set aside.

When the pasta and asparagus are done, drain and set aside. Immediately melt the butter in a 
large skillet over medium heat. Add the garlic and sauté until fragrant, about one minute. Add 
the pasta and asparagus and toss briefly to coat them with the butter mixture. Pour in the 
eggs, add ¼ cup Parmesan and the cream, and stir and toss the mixture until the eggs just 
have begun to form moist curds, about two minutes. Add the crabmeat, chives and parsley 
and continue cooking and tossing until the eggs have formed more solid curds that cling to 
the farfalle, one to two minutes more.

Serve immediately with freshly grated Parmesan and black pepper for guests to add to taste. 

Farfalle with Crabmeat, Asparagus, Scrambled Eggs, Garlic, and Herbs
(Makes 4 to 6 servings)

Holiday dinners may garner the bulk of hosts’ attention, but overnight guests need to eat 
breakfast and lunch as well. Brunch can save hosts some work and give families a great 
opportunity to break bread without some of the formalities that may accompany holiday 
dinners. This holiday season, consider serving this ideal brunch recipe for “Farfalle with 
Crabmeat, Asparagus, Scrambled Eggs, Garlic, and Herbs” from Norman Kolpas’ “Buongiorno! 
Breakfast and Brunch, Italian Style” (Contemporary Books).

1 pound farfalle
½ pound asparagus, trimmed and sliced diagonally,          
¼-inch thick
10 extra-large eggs
4 tbsp. unsalted butter
1 garlic clove, minced
¼ cup freshly grated Parmesan cheese, plus more for serving
2 tbsp. heavy cream
½ pound cooked lump crabmeat, picked over to remove any 
bits of shell or cartilage
¼ cup finely chopped fresh chives
2 tbsp. finely chopped fresh Italian parsley
Freshly ground black pepper

Since each performance is unique, 
following is a guide highlighting the 
dates, times and locations of each to 
help you choose “your” Nutcracker.

Community Nutcracker
Dec. 8 at 8 p.m.
Dec. 9 at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Florida Theatre
www.jaxnutcracker.org

The retirement of Founding 
Director Beth Marks led 
Artistic Directors Dulce 
Anaya, Debra Rankin and 
Mark Spivak on a search 
for new choreographers 
to help continue this 
holiday tradition 
which began in 1992. 
Heather Stevenson 
Loveland of Heath-
er Loveland Dance 
Academy and 
Suzanne Saltmarsh 
of Saltmarsh Dance 
of Jacksonville are 
guest choreogra-
phers for the 2017 
performance. In the 
past 25 years, Com-
munity Nutcracker 
has donated more 
than $600,000 to local 
charities including Dreams 
Come True. In an effort to 
promote the arts in schools, 
Community Nutcracker 
also offers performances on 
Dec. 7 and Dec. 8 at 10:30 
a.m. for school groups.

Christ Church Nut-
cracker Ballet
Dec. 9 at 6 p.m.
Lazzara Theater, UNF 
Fine Arts Department
www.missfeliciasdance.com

This year marks the 22nd performance 
of the Christ Church Nutcracker, 
directed by Felicia Rhoden of the 
Christ Church Dance Ministry as 
well as owner of Miss Felicia’s Dance. 
Nearly 300 performers, aged two and 
a half to 90 years old, will take the 
stage. Proceeds from the performance 
support children with life threatening 
illnesses in the Dreams Come True 
Foundation, Community PedsCare 
and the Amistad Orphanage in Bo-
livia.

Jacksonville Symphony’s First Coast 
Nutcracker 
Dec. 15 at 8 p.m.
Dec. 16 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Dec. 17 at 2 p.m.
Moran Theater at the Times-

Union Center for the 
Performing Arts
www.jaxsymphony.org/
first-coast-nutcracker/

Jacksonville Symphony’s 
First Coast Nutcracker 
has been a tradition 

in North Florida for 
more than 40 years. 
Under the direction 
of choreographer 

and artistic director, 
Rhonda Stampalia, 
the First Coast Nut-
cracker showcases in-
ternationally renowned 
principal dancers, the 
area’s finest young 
dancers, and Tchai-
kovsky’s best-loved 
melodies performed by 

the Jacksonville Sym-
phony.

The Nutcracker 2017 by the 
Florida Ballet
Dec. 16 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m.

Dec. 17 at 2 p.m. and 7 
p.m.
Lazzara Performance 
Hall, UNF Fine Arts 
Center

www.floridaballet.org

The Florida Ballet’s Nutcracker 
features swirling snowflakes, waltzing 
flowers, and dancing bonbons. From 
the captivating dance of the Sugar 
Plum Fairy to the iconic snow scene, 
this enchanting classical ballet – set to 
the beloved music of Tchaikovsky – 
features guest artists from Cincinnati 
Ballet along with more than 100 local 
dancers.

St. Augustine Ballet Nutcracker
Dec. 16 at 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Dec. 17 at 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Lewis Auditorium at Flagler College
www.saintaugustineballet.com

This year’s production of “The Nut-
cracker” features guest artists Joseph 
Gatti, formerly of the Cincinnati 
Ballet, Corella Ballet principal dancer 
and Boston Ballet and Andrea Har-
vey, who has performed as an exhibi-
tion ballroom specialist at Blackpool 
2017 and Millennium 2017. The St. 
Augustine Ballet, under the artistic di-
rection of Luis Abella, is a non-profit 
organization with a mission to involve 
community members of all ages in 
meaningful dance experiences.

All of these performances are designed 
to enchant, enthrall, and bring fami-
lies and community members together 
for the holiday season. Which one is 
right for you?
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Ging� bread H� se

For information call 904-665-0064 or email info@jaxhistory.org

Ging� bread H� seGing� bread H� seGing� bread H� seGing� bread H� seGing� bread H� seGing� bread H� seGing� bread H� seGing� bread H� seGing� bread H� seGing� bread H� seGing� bread H� seGing� bread H� se
EXTRAVAGANZA!

Open November 30th through December 23rd

Suggested donation
$5 ADULTS 

$3 CHILDREN
Presented by the Jacksonville 

Historical Society
FREE PARKING

For information call 904-665-0064 or email info@jaxhistory.org

EXTRAVAGANZA!
Open November 30th through December 23rd

Suggested donation
$5 ADULTS 

$3 CHILDREN
Presented by the Jacksonville 

Historical Society
FREE PARKING

Ging� bread H� se
A JACKSONVILLE TRADITION

See amazing gingerbread houses and creations! 

The Festival of Trees by the Junior League of 
Jacksonville Sustainers is part of the fun.

Old St. Andrews Church • 317 A. Philip Randolph Blvd.
(Across from the Veterns Memorial Arena)

OPEN:
Nov. 30 through Dec. 23

Monday - Friday
11 am - 5 om

Saturdays
10 am - 5 pm

Closed Sundays

Next door to the
Extravaganza:

Merrill Museum House
1 pm to 3 pm

Suggested donation
$5 ADULTS - $3 CHILDREN

Presented by the 
Jacksonville Historical Society

FREE PARKING

EXTRAVAGANZA!EXTRAVAGANZA!EXTRAVAGANZA!EXTRAVAGANZA!EXTRAVAGANZA!EXTRAVAGANZA!
Open November 30th through December 23rd

See amazing gingerbread houses and creations! 

Holiday

Jacksonville Historical Society’s Ginger-
bread House Extravaganza, a local holi-
day tradition, opened for a three-week 
run on Nov. 30. The event showcases 
dozens of gingerbread houses and con-
fection creations made by area pastry 
chefs and everyday citizens. Many 
participants call Mandarin home. 

A group from the Mandarin Garden 
Club returned to the show for a second 
year, this time creating a confection 
version of its founding home, the 

Mandarin talent and support a big part of annual Gingerbread Extravaganza 
By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Photos courtesy Jacksonville Historical Society

The annual Jacksonville Historical Society Gingerbread Extravaganza 
runs Nov. 30 through Dec. 23, except Sundays.

Mandarin Community Club. 
The women built a replica of the 
145-year-old Mandarin Road 
structure from gingerbread, icing 
and other confection. Partici-
pating were Diana Openbrier, 
Wanda Bosworth, Kathleen 
Null, Joyce Buscaglia, Pat Sams, 
and Mary Kay Weis. 

River Garden Senior Services, 
also second year participants, 
not only constructed for the 
Gingerbread Extravaganza, but 
they are also are among the 
event’s sponsors. Other Manda-
rin area sponsors include Larry 
Kanter and Larry Lisska. 

Peterbrooke Chocolatier in 
Mandarin highlights the com-
munity’s iconic Mandarin Road 

in chocolate for the Extravaganza. 
The store manager, Thomas Garrett, is 
uniquely familiar with the road. The 
Peterbrooke shop he manages sits in the 
shopping center at the intersection of 
Mandarin Road and San Jose Boule-
vard. 

Mandarin’s American Heritage Girls, 
#1512, first time participants, provided 
two entries. Jacinda Golden returns 
to the show representing River City 
Homebirth.

“Jacinda participated last year and is an 
extraordinary culinary sculptor,” said 
Jacksonville Historical Society Executive 
Director and Mandarin resident Em-

ily Lisska, also 
a creator for the 
Extravaganza.

The finished gin-
gerbread houses 
and creations are 
featured along 
with dozens of 
other entries at Jacksonville Historical 
Society’s Old St. Andrews, 317 A. Philip 
Randolph Blvd., across from the Veter-
ans Memorial Arena. 

The Gingerbread Extravaganza runs 
Nov. 30 through Dec. 23, except 
Sundays. It’s open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily, and at 10 a.m. on Saturdays. A 

donation of $5 for adults and $3 
for children older than three is 
suggested. Parking is free. 

The Junior League of Jack-
sonville Sustainers’ Festival of 
Trees is part of the Extravaganza 
display. The trees range from 
holiday themes to Florida-related 
history themes. 

“This is an 
event for all 
ages,” said 
Jacksonville 
Historical 
Society Execu-
tive Director 
Emily Lisska. 
“It’s also the 
most creative 
art show in 
town. 

Special 
Gingerbread 
Extravaganza 

activities and field trips are also available 
to schools, seniors and other groups. 
Visit info@jaxhistory.org or call (904) 
665-0064 for more information.
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Discover The 
NaTural choice 
iN seNior liviNg

Fall in love with a stunning natural setting, nestled on 
the waterfront of beautiful Julington creek. enjoy a 
variety of spacious choices in residences, from beautiful 
villa homes to waterfront and garden apartments. and 
let us make life easier with services and amenities to 
enhance your lifestyle, from maintenance-free living to 
dining, housekeeping and 24-hour security — plus the 
assurance of a full complement of supportive services. 

WesTmiNsTer WooDs oN JuliNgToN creek

Call (877) 280-3594 
today to learn more!

www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org
25 state road 13, Jacksonville, Fl

14965 Old St. Augustine Rd. Ste. 105 • (904) 619-8279 • www.amarettidesserts.com
Mon Closed • Tues-Thurs 8am-8pm • Fri 8am-9pm • Sat 10am-9pm • Sun noon-8pm

14965 Old St. Augustine Rd. Ste. 105 • (904) 619-8279

$2 Off o�  any 
purchase

Whole Cakes | Pies | Cookies | 
Brownie & Dessert Trays 

Available by Special Order

Taking orders for Holiday events

EXP December 31, 2017

2011, he made it a point to have a toy 
collection for Toys for Tots each year — 
which was the genesis of the Bartram 
Park Car Show and Community Festival.

This year’s event featured 25 vendors, 
two food trucks (Treemendous BBQ 
and Treemendous Sea and Soul Food) 
and On the Go Tropical Sno Jax treats. 
The bloodmobile was on hand to receive 
blood donations. There was fun for the 
whole family, including face painting 
and games for kids, remote control car 
and drone demonstrations, women’s self 
defense classes and massages.

But the big draw was the car show. 
Aficionados paid an entry fee of $20, 
proceeds of which were part of the dona-
tion to Toys for Tots, to show their car. 
Juiced Mopar, a local group of Dodge car 
owners and MMJAX, the local Ford Mus-

tang group, brought cars to show. There 
was also a World War II jeep, a privately 
owned fire truck, a late ‘30s Cadillac and 
numerous hot rods. Railing estimates that 
roughly 500 people attended the event, 
which took over the parking lot at the of-
fice complex where he has his office.

The highlight of the day was the crowd 
vote. Attendees could walk around the 
show with their ballot and select their fa-
vorite car. At the end of the day, the Top 
Ten were honored with trophies.

“It’s basically just a big party to raise 
money for Toys for Tots,” Railing said. 
“We are so excited about its success and 
the amount of toys we will be able to 
donate.”

Railing Chiropractic is still accepting do-
nations of funds as well as new toys until 
Dec. 8. Call (904) 551-9283 for more 
information.

Photos courtesy Dr. Christopher Railing

The Top Ten winners after the crowd vote.

GCS HANDYMAN SERVICES
(904) 707 9794

Licensed, Bonded and Insured
Greenland Commercial Services    greenlandforce1@yahoo.com

• Kitchen and bath remodels
• Interior paint
• Drywall repair

•  TV mounting
•  Flooring (all types)
•  Pressure washer

ALSO OFFERING OFFICE AND HOUSE CLEANING

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Car Show from pg. 1
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Get to Know . . .
By Angela Higginbotham

angela@floridanewsline.com

travel • pantry raiders • gardening
fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLife

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  
Email Martie Thompson at  
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Dr. Jeannine Mauney

Photo courtesy DanHarrisPhoto.Art. 

Dr. Jeannine Mauney

Located in the Memorial Imaging Center
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.

11705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 215 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Brian E. Floro DMD, PA
General and Family Dentistry

(904) 268-0830 • www.florodental.com

• Exams and Cleanings • Placing and Restoring Dental Implants 
Extractions • Root Canals • Crowns and Bridges • Veneers and Teeth  Whitening 

Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

New Patient Special

$99
Exam, Digital X-Rays

This o� er is exclusive to self-pay 
patients and may not be used with any 

insurance program. 
Must present coupon. Expires 12-31-17.

Dr. Brian Floro D.M.D. P.A.
11705 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

Whitening for Life!

$99 
Contact the o� ice for details.

Must present coupon. Expires 12-31-17.

Dr. Brian Floro D.M.D. P.A.
11705 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

Brian E. Floro
DMD, PA

Voted one of the top dentists
in Jacksonville

by Jacksonville Magazine

12412 San Jose Blvd., Suite 203 | Jacksonville, FL 32223
Phone: 904-432-3321 | Fax: 904-432-3324

www.nautilusbehavioralhealth.com

Let us help you and your family be at your best!

Assessments We Offer Include:
Psychoeducational (IQ & Achievement)

ADHD  •  Gifted  •  Infant/Toddler Development
Standardized Testing Accommodations

We Also Offer:
Individual and Family Therapy 

Educational Groups and WorkshopsSarah Dew-Reeves,
Ph.D.

Lisa D. Bailey,
Ph.D.

Our #1 Priority: Your Children!
Classes are exciting and motivating! 

Fun Additional Programs!

 (904) 260-4866
www.starlightjax.com

Holiday Camps • Call Today
Additional Programs Available

Great Birthday parties.  
Fun Fridays • Home School Classes

Holiday Camp
Dec. 22, 26, 27, 28, 29                        

& Jan 2-5

Dr. Jeannine Mauney was born and 
raised in Winston Salem, N.C. She 
graduated from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
went on to teach sixth grade science 
at a North Carolina middle school. 
But Mauney always had a strong 
desire to study medicine and after one 
year of teaching, she was accepted 
into the Wake Forest University 
School of Medicine. After completing 
medical school, Mauney made her 
journey to Jacksonville for her resi-
dency in obstetrics and gynecology at 
UF Shands. She fell in love with the 
area and decided to call Jacksonville 
home.

Mauney served women through 
the St. Vincent’s Healthcare system 
for five years before joining Sekine, 
Rasner, Brock & Associates in 2016. 
She enjoys working in Mandarin 
and the patients that make her job 
so rewarding. Her passion for help-
ing others and her genuine love of 
her craft keeps her humbled and 
dedicated. This middle school teacher 
turned physician has been recognized 
for numerous civic and educational 
accomplishments.

1. What do you enjoy most about 
working in Mandarin?
I enjoy the diversity of the area and I 
love the local shopping. I can do all 
my Christmas shopping right after 
work and I like having Earthfare and 
Whole Foods nearby as well. I’ve been 

very humbled about 
my reception in the 
Mandarin area. My job 
is very vulnerable and 
I’m so honored that 
people are comfortable 
enough to come to 
me with some of their 
biggest experiences in 
life. I’m very grateful for such 
a warm welcome into the 
Mandarin community. 

2. What do you feel is your greatest 
accomplishment?
I would say helping women through 
very vulnerable situations is my great-
est accomplishment. I get to be a calm-
ing voice, reassure them and hopefully 
help them through their situation. 

3. What do you enjoy most about your 
work and what is the hardest part about 
what you do?
I get to experience miracles every day. 
These families allow me to share in 
such a special experience and I love 
having the opportunity to contribute 
to the birth of their child. The hardest 
part is not always having all the an-
swers. I do all I can, to the best of my 
abilities, to help people. In my career, 
I’m a student every day. I’m always 
striving to become a better surgeon 
and be the best at my craft that I can 
possibly be. 

4. What do you enjoy doing in your 
spare time?
I enjoy reading, traveling and shop-
ping. I have a trip to Bali, Indonesia 
coming up and I’m very excited 
about that. 

5. What attribute of your personality 
might people be surprised by? 

I’m a goofball. I love comedy and I 
love to laugh. I think my demeanor 
is patient and quiet, but I’m 
humorous and sarcastic too. 

Union, Mandarin NewsLine, VyStar 
Credit Union, Harborchase of Manda-
rin, About Floors ‘N More, Earth Fare, 
Freedom Boat Club, Gold Star Adjusters, 
Florida Blue, Primero Chiropractic and 
Wellness, PRP Wine, SBS Promotional 
Solution, Sumner Digital, Swimming 
Safari, The Flying Locksmiths, Voyage 
Chiropractic, Wendy Hughes Team, Wil-
liams Family YMCA, Tara Braitwaithe / 
Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty and 
National Cremation.

Fall Festival cont. from pg. 1

Photos courtesy Lisa Sawyer

The dunk tank was a popular activity at the Mandarin Fall 
Festival and Chili Cook Off.

Chris Lewis’s 
chili earned the 
People’s Choice 

award.
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On Oct. 21, one of Loretto Elementary School’s faith-based partners volunteered 
to beautify campus. A member of the Church of 1122 reached out to school ad-
ministration to ask if church members could perform what they call “Serve Day,” 
a day when members of the church would come to the school to perform whatever 
tasks the school needed. The members, including Loretto teacher Robin Brigman, 
came to the school with tools and equipment and raked/bagged leaves, planted 
flowers around the portables, put down mulch and pulled weeds. 

Loretto Elementary is beneficiary of church’s 
“Serve Day”

Photos courtesy Loretto Elementary School

Faculty: Jacksonville Symphony Members
and College Music Professors

All performances 
at

The Conservatory
11363 San Jose Blvd., Bldg. 200

Prudential Financial Planning Services
Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP®, CLTC
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License Number 0E93910
701 San Marco Blvd, Jacksonville, FL,
32207
904-313-4553
Comprehensive Financial Planning
O� ering � nancial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco),
doing business as Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client
agreement. O� ering insurance and securities products and services as a registered representative of 
Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.  0223493-00005-00

On Tuesday, Oct. 31, 
kindergarten through 
fifth grade students at 
Crown Point Elemen-
tary School spent their 
day performing thrilling 
standard-based science 
experiments during the 
school’s annual Mad 
Scientist Day. 

Students arrived at 
school wearing lab coats, 
wigs, and bulky glasses. 
Throughout the day, 
they were provided the opportunity to 
perform countless meaningful and fun 
science activities. Parents of all grades 
were invited to share this memorable 
day with their students. 

In Pam Adams’ fifth grade class, the 
students investigated the properties of 
dry ice and learned about sublimation. 
They had fun creating “crystal ball” 

Mad Scientist Day at Crown Point 
Elementary
By Mary J. Eyler
mail@floridanewsline.com

by applying a film of soapy water over 
the top of the cauldron and letting the 
bubble fill up with the carbon dioxide 
gas. They also fired dry ice cannons 
using cups with holes in the bottom 
and balloons over the opening, made 
screaming balloons, and cup rockets. 

Mary J. Eyler is an Inclusion Teacher at 
Crown Point Elementary School.

Photo courtesy Mary J. Eyler

Phillip Alley and Iris Garcia with their teacher Pam Adams learning about 
sublimation, the process where a solid turns into gas. 
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TWO
CONVENIENT

LOCATIONS!
JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE • 112-203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK • ST JOHNS, FL 32259

ORANGE PARK OFFICE •1584-1 KINGSLEY AVENUE • ORANGE PARK, FL 32073
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE:
904.264.KIDS | 264KIDS.COM

facebook.com/264KIDS

Exams, Balloons, Fun!

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.

Dr. ROBERT Weaver

PEDIATRIC DENTIST

Dr. PATRICK Weaver

PEDIATRIC DENTIST

NON-DRUG TREATMENT

BIOFEEDBACK ASSOCIATES
of Northeast Florida 904.646.0054 www.biofeedbackassociates.com

Most Insurances Accepted

Use Neurofeedback to diagnose and treat:
• Depression • Anxiety • Cognitive Decline • ADD/ADHD •  

• Migraine/Tension Headaches • Autism • Asperger Syndrome • 
 • Closed Head Injuries • Sleep Disorders • Hypertension •  

• Toxic Exposures • Addictions •

Dedicated to Helping Seniors Buy and Sell

Interior Carpentry | Exterior Carpentry | Repairs | Pressure Washing
 Interior Painting  |  Exterior Painting | Popcorn Removals

Wood floors/repairs/installations and refinishing

www.aaaresidentialrehab.com 

904-654-4934

Photo courtesy Theresa Twisdale

The St. Joseph Catholic School boys varsity basketball 
team.

Photo courtesy Loretto Elementary School

Fifth graders worked collaboratively when studying the 
novel, ““Esperanza Rising.”

Photo courtesy River City Science Academy Mandarin

River City Science Academy Mandarin celebrated the 
opening of its new building with a ribbon cutting ceremony.

Crown Point celebrates Red Ribbon Week
To celebrate and to promote a drug free 
and a bully free life-style, Crown Point 
PTA, students, teachers, and staff cel-
ebrated Red Ribbon Week Oct. 23 – 27 
with the theme of “Your Future Is Key, 
So Stay Drug Free.” 

On Monday, Crown Point Panthers 
wore red to kick off the week and show 
support for a Drug Free and Bully 
Free School. On Tuesday, the students 
showed their characters by wearing 
a shirt with their favorite superhero 
character. On Wednesday, the entire 
school celebrated Anti-Bullying Day, as 
students, teachers, and staff wore orange 
to unite with others and celebrate Unity 
Day. Thursday was team against drug 
day; the students wore their favorite 
team jersey to show everyone that they 
are team players when it comes to being 
drug free. Friday was Spirit Day and ev-

eryone wore their Crown Point T-shirt.

PTA also held a contest for best-deco-
rated door for each grade level. The win-
ning classes received special prizes.

St. Joseph boys’ basketball has back-to-
back undefeated championship seasons
The St. Joseph Catholic School boys 
varsity basketball team enjoyed an 
undefeated 2017 season finishing with a 
record of 16 wins and 0 losses. This was 
the Stars’ second consecutive unde-
feated championship season, which was 
capped off with their 28th consecutive 
victory. 

Led by team captains Mark Flakus, 
Jonathan Gupton and tournament finals 
MVP Kyle Sulayman, the Stars played 
hard and worked well together each 
time they hit the hardwood. Eighth 
graders Matt Flanagan, Thomas Hebert, 
Chris Mello, and James Thompson 
also provided excellent leadership for 
their younger teammates, on and off 
the court. Cameron Balczon, Michael 
Bernardo, Mitchell Flakus, Jack Hale, 
and Jarel Villavicencio will return next 
season and will look forward to defend-
ing their back-to-back titles

Flakus, Gupton, and Sulayman were 
selected as All-Conference players for 
the second consecutive season and they 

represented St. Joe’s in the All-Confer-
ence game on Nov. 2 at Christ the King 
Catholic School. After a pre-season 
Mendenhall Tournament champi-
onship, a regular season conference 
championship, and a victory against St. 
Paul’s in the Catholic School League 
Conference tournament finals, Coach 
Sean Kiernan was extremely proud of 
each member of the team for improving 
their game immensely from the start of 
the season.

Loretto’s fifth grade is H.O.T.’n it up
In fifth grade ELA classrooms during 
the month of November, teachers were 

H.O.T.’n up with Higher Order Think-
ing questions and tasks.

Students worked collaboratively and 
took ownership of their learning. As 
they studied the novel “Esperanza Ris-
ing,” they were able to engage in mean-
ingful conversation with their teacher 
and peers as they dove deeper into the 
characters’ traits. 

School Briefs

RCSA Mandarin celebrates grand opening
River City Science Academy Mandarin 
officially celebrated the opening of its 
new building recently with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony. Dozens of commu-
nity members and leaders joined staff 
and students for the grand opening, 
hosted by the Jax Chamber. State Sena-
tor Aaron Bean, City Council President 
Anna Brosche and School Board Mem-
ber Lori Hershey gave opening remarks 
at the ribbon cutting.

Senator Bean addressed the safety patrol 
students present, speaking to them of 
the exciting opportunities that await 
them in future careers. Brosche and 
Hershey both celebrated the success of 
the Mandarin campus in its first year, 
achieving an A grade in the 2016 – 
2017 school year.

Following the ceremony, guests toured 
the new school building, which is home 
to grades three through seven. Led by 
safety patrols, the guests were able to 
visit classrooms and the book fair and 
watch several student-led STEM dem-
onstrations.

Photo courtesy Mary J. Eyler

Jennifer Beckstrom and her kindergarten class wearing 
their favorite superhero t-shirts. 

School Briefs cont. on pg. 18
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Puzzles Answers to puzzles on page 2
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS
  1. No (Scottish)
  4. Heroic tales
  9. A way to tend
14. Not or
15. Where rockers play
16. Dutch name for Ypres
17. Ingested
18. A resident of California
20. Unfounded rumor
22. Oats
23. Type of women’s coat
24. Life forms
28. Every
29. Alternating current
30. Withered
31. “Gymnopedies” composer
33. Plate glasses
37. Muscial artist __ DeBarge
38. Before
39. Arrange in steps of size
41. Electron cloud model

CLUES DOWN
  1. Civil Rights group
  2. Early Slavic society
  3. Mammals that lack incisors and canines
  4. Blasphemy
  5. Israeli city
  6. Put this in your hair
  7. Black tropical American cuckoo
  8. Month in the Islamic calendar
  9. Begets
10. Court game
11. Painkiller
12. New Zealand parrot
13. Suffix
19. Egg cells
21. Another name for Thor
24. About pontiff
25. The academic world
26. Raise
27. Civil rights city in Alabama
31. Encompasses
32. Helmet

42. Morning
43. Leonard __, famed Swiss 
mathematician
44. Capital city of Buenos Aires 
province
46. Snouts
49. Of I
50. Swiss river
51. Perplexes
55. Made angry
58. Precious stone
59. Type of envelope
60. One who believes in reason and 
knowledge
64. Monitors brain activity (abbr.)
65. Get _ ___ of
66. Actress Zellweger
67. Spinal muscular atrophy (abbr.)
68. “Inferno” author
69. Puts together in time
70. Silvery-white metal

34. Nostrils
35. Lovable Spielberg alien
36. Divides
40. Ruthenium
41. Preceding all others in time
45. Past participle of lie
47. Fastener
48. Overindulged
52. Ancient lyric poem
53. Ardent supporter
54. Iranian village and Islamic 
pilgrim attire
56. A fragrant resin obtained from 
tropical trees
57. Semitic fertility god
59. Millisecond
60. Cool!
61. “Take on Me” singers
62. ESPN sportscaster Bob
63. Accommodating place

www.HarborChaseMandarin.com

Live it up with us! 

12350 San Jose Blvd.  |  Jacksonville, FL 32223 
(904) 584-9806 

HarborChase of Mandarin

ALF# Pending

At HarborChase of Mandarin, we are committed to 
creating dining experiences you will find extraordinary and 

irresistible. Our culinary team works hard to satisfy your 
cravings with a diverse chef-prepared menu featuring local 

cuisine and seasonal ingredients. Enjoy an intimate fine 
dining experience in one of our beautiful restaurants. 

 

• Sip with sophistication in our Valencia Wine Tasting Lounge 
• Enjoy happy hour at the Julington Bar and Bistro 
• Dine with elegance in our reservation only Pomelo Restaurant 
• Enjoy a low country boil and other events in the Loretto Courtyard 
• Relax in The Grove restaurant with many delicious choices

Last chance to join the Charter Club! Call 
now to reserve your apartment in our 

exclusive senior living community! 

(904) 584-9806
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Divine Mercy 
House Thrift Shop

10% off when 
you use this 

coupon

11018 Old St Augustine Rd.  
Suite 140

Jacksonville FL 32257

Community Marketplace - Call (904) 886-4919 to place an ad.

WE BUY HOUSES
Fast Cash NOW

www.sellyourjaxhouse.com
 (904) 758-9111

Bad Tenants • Inherited Home
Extensive Repairs

Any Condition Any Situation

• Driveways • Concrete Removal
• Patios • Driveway Extension
• Walkways • Pavers

Call Today for Free Decorative
Trim with Driveway Job! 

Catering to the needs of the Homeowner

FREE ESTIMATES
838-1836

Massage Therapy
Alicia Nordman LMT

Only $50 an hour #MM12329/MA53865

Swedish • Deep Tissue
Neuromuscular Therapy 

(904) 514-5788
www.hunterlmt.com

A New U Massage located in San Jose Office 
Center, Next to Sonny’s and Ace Hardware

$5 OFF with this ad.

SNIP’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
Tree Preservation • Tree Fertilization • Aeration • Insect & Disease Treatments

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.

FL-5456A – LICENSED & INSURED

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

Fax approval or one set of changes 
to: (904)-379-5250

This proof was created based 
on the information provided to 
Mandarin NewsLine by you or a 
representative of your company. 
There is no charge for correcting 

errors that we have made or 
one set of minor changes,
however any major redesign 
or multiple sets of changes 
are charged at $90 per hour 

broken out in 15 minute 
increments with a $30 

minimum charge. 

I have seen and checked 
the attached proof.
Please note, while 

RT Publishing strives for excellence 
in advertising, errors can occur; as 

such, we would remind you that your 
signed proof form represents your 

acceptance of the ad herein. 
No adjustments will be made 

to invoice amount. 

______ Spelling of Company Name
______ Phone number
______ Address
______ Coupon Expiration date

(if applicable)

______ Ad Copy

Please verify and initial:

SIGNATURE REQUIRED

TODAY’S DATE

CHECK ONE PLEASE

Approved AS IS

Approved WITH CHANGES

March 2010 Issue
PROOF FORM

Mandarin NewsLine
graphics@mandarinnewsline.com

ProofLine 904-886-4919 X-103
Fax Line 904-379-5250

PLEASE RETURN before 4 PM
Thursday, February 11, 2010

RT
Publishing, Inc.

Client: Robert Haucke - American Eagle Lawn Care & Landscaping
Contact: Robert Haucke
Ph: 502-0891
Fax: 
Email: 
Ad size: Marketplace

        American EagleLawn Care
Quality Services
Affordable Rates
Licensed & Insured

No Contracts
FREE Estimates
502-0891

 kori road • (904) 673-4660

Hiring Jacksonville Real Estate Agents
generous splits | no fees

work from home | free training
no floor time

Cabinet Refinishing & Painting
20+ years experience
Licensed and Insured
Professional Finishes

www.aaaresidentialrehab.com
904-654-4934

Pressure Washing
Interior/Exterior Painting

Popcorn Removals
Trim/Build Ins

www.aaaresidentialrehab.com
904-654-4934

St. Johns County  
Concrete Services, LLC

Professional • Reliable • Quality
Specializing in ALL Homeowner Improvements

• Driveways •
• Patios •

• Sidewalks •
FREE
estimates

Serving North Florida since 1983
Licensed • Bonded • Fully Insured

(904) 534-5011

About Acupuncture & 
Wellness

www.maryromaine.com
Master’s Degree in Acupuncture 

& Herbal Medicine
24 Years Experience

Nationally Board Certified 
Acupuncturist

3740 Kori Rd. #7 • 904-292-4151

1/2 
OFF

1st visit 
new 

clients 
only

Teacher, Senior and Military discounts available

Let our 
Community 
Marketplace 

ads sell 
for you!

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to 
has purchased the above clas-
sifieds. Determining the value 
of their service or product is 
advised by this publication. In 
order to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do not 
offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with manuals, 
directories and other materials 
designed to help their clients 
establish mail order selling and 
other businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should you 

THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE 
NOT BEEN SCREENED BY THE 
SOUTHEASTERN ADVERTISING 
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION 
(SAPA); Therefore, any dis-
crepancies thereof shall not 
be the responsibility of the 
aforementioned association.  
Your publisher has agreed to 
participate in this program 
and run these ads as a service 
to the Southeastern Advertis-
ing Publishers Association.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Beware of loan fraud. Please 
check with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau or Consumer 
Protection Agency before 
send ing  any  mone y  to 
any loan company. SAPA

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!    
All Makes/Models 2000-2016! 
Any Condition.    Running 
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free 
Towing!    We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-985-1806

GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN 
OR SUV?   Do the humane 
thing. Donate it to the Hu-
m a n e  S o E m p l o y m e n t

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! Top 
Dollar Offer! Free Towing From 
Home, Office or Body Shop. 
All Makes/Models 2000-2016. 
Same Day Pick-Up Available! 
Call Now: 1-800-761-9396

EMPLOYMENT

Paid  in  Advance!  Make 
$1,000 a Week Mailing Bro-
chures From Home!   www.
EasyCash77.com ######## 
Earn $1,000’S! Processing 
Mail! Rush SASE:    Lists/CAD, 
Springhouse, PA 19477-0396

A V O N  A G E N T S  W A N T -
E D    w w w. S t a r t A v o n .
com   Re ference Code: 
CHASKIN   1-800-206-0799

$$$WORK FROM HOME$$$   
Earn $2,845 Weekly assem-
bling Information    packets. No 
Experience Necessary! Start    
Immediately! FREE Informa-
tion 24hrs.   www.RivasPub-
lishing.com or 1-800-250-7884

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Suffering from Knee or Back 
Pain? Learn How a Brace Can 
Help! Fast & Easy Medicare 
Approvals.   FREE Shipping. Re-
lieve Your Pain Now! 24/7 Call 
Center. CALL 1- 844-502-1809

OXYGEN - Any time. Any-

where. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit. Call  855-969-8854

Attention Viagra users: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or 
Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Guaranteed, no prescription 
necessary.  Call 855-292-6607

Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+?  
You And Your Family May 
Be Entitled To Significant 
Cash Award.   Call  866-590-
3140 for Information.  No Risk.  
No Money Out Of Pocket .

OXYGEN - Any time. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds!  FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 866-732-9512

Struggling with DRUGS or 
ALCHOHOL? Addic ted to 
PILLS? Talk to someone who 
cares. Call The Addiction 
Hope & Help Line for a free 
assessment. 800-511-6075

INTERNET SITES & SER-
VICES

HughesNet: Gen4 satellite in-
ternet is ultra fast and secure. 
Plans as low as $39.99 in se-
lect areas. Call 1-800-916-7609 
now to get a $50 Gift Card!

SAVE on internet and TV bun-
dles! Order the best exclusive 
cable and satellite deals in 
your area! If eligible, get up 
to $300 in Visa Gift Cards. 
CALL NOW! 1-800-791-0713

MISCELLANEOUS

Suffering from hearing loss? 
You might qualify for Listen-
Clear’s FREE 45-day, in-home 
trial of revolutionary, practi-
cally invisible, hearing aids. 
Experience the difference 
- FOR FREE! Call 844-715-3358.

Leaky Faucet? Broken toilet? 
Call NOW and get the best 
deals with your local plumb-
ers. No hassle appointment 
setup. Call NOW! 855-297-1318

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR-
ITY.  Receive maximum value 
of write off for your taxes.  
Running or not!  All condi-
tions accepted.  Free pickup.  
Call for details. 855-972-0354

Lower that Cable bill and 
get AT&T U-Verse .  BUN-
DLE & S AVE wi th  AT&T 

Internet+Phone+TV. HURRY, 
CALL NOW!  855-441-3595

AUTO INSURANCE START-
ING AT $49/ MONTH! Call for 
your fee rate comparison 
to see how much you can 
save!  Call:  855-970-1224

MAKE A Connection. Real 
People, Flir ty Chat . Meet 
singles right now! Call Live-
Links. Try it FREE. Call now 
1-888-909-9978 18+. SAPA

Spectrum Triple Play: TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 
60 MB per second speed. No 
contract or commitment. We 
buy your existing contract 
up to $500! 1-855-528-4962

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay a 
fraction of what you owe.  A+ 
BBB rated.   Call National 
Debt Relief 844-235-9343.

LIFELOCK Identity Theft Pro-
tection. Do not Wait! Start 
Guarding Your Identity Today. 
3 layers of protection. Detect, 
Alert, Restore.  Receive 10% off.  
Call for Details 1-855-399-2089

A PLACE FOR MOM. The na-
tion’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted,   local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-844-722-7993

DISH Network. 190+ Chan-
nels .  FREE Instal l .  FREE 
Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/
month   (24 months) Add 
High Speed Internet - $14.95 
(where avail.) CALL Today & 
SAVE 25%!    1-855-837-9146

Become a published au-
thor! Publications sold at all 
major secular & specialty 
Christian bookstores.    CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author sub-
mission kit. 1-855-548-5979

Spectrum Triple Play!    TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 
ea .  6 0  M B  p e r  s e c o n d 
speed   No contract or com-
mitment . More Channels. 
Faster Internet . Unlimited 
Voice.    Call 1-855-652-9304

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
? 25mbps for just $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak 
Data. No phone line required! 
FAST download speeds. WiFi 
built in!  FREE Standard Instal-
lation! Call 1-855-440-4911

Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+?  
You And Your Family May 

Be Entitled To Significant 
Cash Award.  Call 866-428-
1639  for Information.  No 
Risk.  No Money Out Of Pocket.

Make a Connection. Real 
People, Flir ty Chat . Meet 
singles right now!      Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

REAL ESTATE

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you 
behind paying your MORT-
G AGE?    D enie d  a  L oan 
Modification? Is the bank 
threatening foreclosure? CALL 
Homeowner ’s Relief Line 
now for Help  844-359-4330

SATELLITE TV

DISH TV. 190 channels. $49.99/
mo. for 24 mos. Ask About 
Exclusive Dish Features like 
Sling® and the Hopper®. PLUS 
HighSpeed Internet, $14.95/
mo. (Availability and Restric-
tions apply.) TV for Less, 
Not Less TV! 1-855-419-7188

Change the way you watch 
TV- Get rid of cable and get 
DIRECT V!   You may also 
qualify to receive $100 VISA 
gift card when you sign up 
today- Limited time Only. 
CALL NOW! 855-901-5470

DISH Network. 190+ Chan-
nels .  FREE Instal l .  FREE 
Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/
month (24 months) Add 
High Speed Internet - $14.95 
(where avail.) CALL Today & 
SAVE 25%!  1-855-419-7188

WANTED TO BUY

CA SH PAID-  up to  $25/
Box for unexpired, sealed 
D IABE T IC  T E S T  S T R IP S . 
1-DAYPAYMENT.1-800-371-1136

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Subject to availability. Restrictions apply.

SAVE When You Bundle

Options Available Nationwide

#1 In Customer Satisfaction

Apply additional savings when you add Internet

Pricing and speeds vary

2016 independent study

1495$
/mo

High Speed Internet

for 24 mo.4999$
/mo

DISH Special Offer

190+ Channels

FREE Next Day Installation!

FREE Hopper HD DVR

Watch all of your favorites

Scheduling may vary & up to 6 TVs

Record up to 16 shows at the same time

Call Today to Save 25%

1-855-419-7188Call Today & Save Up To 25%!
Call for more information

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free 
Shipping On Your 1st Order!

Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping on your 
fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2017. 
Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can not be used in conjunction 
with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. 
Use code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll your prescriptions with our 
Canadian and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Toll free: 855-541-5141

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Rosuvastatin* 
$148

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 40mg x 100

CrestorTM 
$914.18

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 40mg x 100

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles 
– you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)  6096C                        MB16-NM001Gc  
                            

*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

Job Finder is complimentary 
for our advertisers.

We are looking to hire a 
licensed massage thera-
pist to work in our chi-
ropractic office 3 days a 
week. Pay will depend on 
experience. Please e-mail 
resumes to Autumn (Of-
fice Manager) at: office.rail-
ingchiropractic@yahoo.com

E xperienced Landscaper 
Wanted. Must have reli-
able transportation. Drug 
Free Workplace - Starting 
Pay 12.00 to 15.00 hr. Send 
Resume and references to 
in f o@l ivea lohanow.c om

Local paint company seeks 
Painter with a minimum of 
5 years experience must 
have own transportation 
and driver’s license painters 
whites and all hand tools. 
Call Wade at 904-654-4934.

Now hiring full and part-time 
line cooks, servers and dish-
washers for JJ’s Bistro at Gate 
Parkway and JJ’s Bistro Ponte 
Vedra.  Visit www.JJbistro.
com for contact information.

HarborChase of Mandarin 
on San Jose Boulevard, an 
upscale senior community, 

HELP WANTED Advertising Sales Representative at 
Florida Newsline!
You will be responsible for selling and offering  display advertising 
space in our print publications.

Responsibilities:
· Grow advertising revenue with new and existing clients
· Create and deliver sales presentations to clients
· Be a farmer: discover new opportunities and provide solutions to new clients
· Answer customer inquiries in a timely and professional manner
· Organize client correspondence and paperwork

Qualifications:
· Previous experience in sales, advertising, or other related field
· Strong negotiation skills
· Ability to build rapport with clients
· Effective verbal and written communication skills
· Ability to thrive in fast-paced environment

EMAIL RESUME TO: PUBLISHER@FLORIDANEWSLINE.COM

send any money in advance or 
give the client your checking, 
license ID, or credit card numbers. 
Also beware of ads that claim to 
guarantee loans regardless of 
credit and note that if a credit 
repair company does business 
only over the phone it is illegal to 
request any money before deliver-
ing its service. All funds are based 
in US dollars. Toll free numbers 
may or may not reach Canada.

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes 
across the USA! Place your ad in 
over 140 community newspapers, 
with circulation totaling over 10 
million homes. Contact Inde-
pendent Free Papers of America 
IFPA at danielleburnett-ifpa@live.
com or visit our website cadne-
tads.com for more information

is looking for dynamic cooks, 
servers, CNA’s, and house-
keepers.  To apply, please go 
to www.harborchase.com 
and click on the careers tab.

Receptionist Needed at San 
Jose Chiropractic. 32-35 
hours per week . Fill out 
application at www.sanjo-
sechirojax.com and email 
resume to dr.tayer@gmail.
com. No phone calls please.
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Faith News

Gardening After the storm

By Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Shepherd of 
the Woods 
Lutheran 
Church

Christmas 
Schedule

Mandarin Location
6595 Columbia Park Ct. 32258
Christmas Eve Services

Sunday, December 24th
4pm and 6pm

Baymeadows Location
7860 Southside Blvd 32256

Christmas Eve Services 
Sunday, December 24th

5:00, 7:00, 9:00 and 11:00pm
Christmas Day Services

Monday, December 25th
10:30am

www.sotwjax.com 
(904) 641-8385

Inc.

Since 1981

(904) 260-4820
Carpentry
•	 Granite	Countertops
•	 Siding	Replacement
•		Termite	&	Wood	Rot		
	 Damage	Repair
•		Attic	Stairs,	Floors
•		Sheetrock
•		Attic	and	Ceiling		
	 Exhaust	Fans
•		Mantles	&	Surrounds
•		Custom	Build	Pantrys		
	 &	Closets

•		Window,	Door		
	 Installation;	Mirrored		 	
	 &	Bi-Fold,	New	and		 	
	 Replacement
•		Flooring	Laminate	&	Tile
•		Crown	Moldings
•		Tile	Work,	New		
	 Installations	&	Repair
•		Skylights
•		Wallpaper	Removal
•		Vinyl	Shutters

Pressure Washing
•	 	Drives	Walkways
•		Buildings
•		Mildew	Removal
•		Roof	Tops	&	Fences
•		Painting-Interior	&	Ext.	
•		Faux	Finishes,	Murals

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
Authentic Mexican Cuisine

12373 San Jose Blvd.
(904) 268-8722 • www.donjuansjax.com

11-10 Sun.-Thur. • 11-11 Fri.-Sat.

Reserve space 

for your 

Holiday Party
! 

Private room
 is 

available for 

large gro
ups.Ha� y Holidays! $3 Off Lunch or Dinner Specialwith purchase of two lunch or dinner entreesExcludes Speedy Gonzalez and Daily Lunch Specials.Good with coupon only,Expires 12/31/17

LUNCH • DINNER • TAKEOUT
Fajitas • Tostadas • Burritos • Nachos

Dec. 4: The mental health support 
group of Mandarin Presbyterian Church, 
H.E.L.P. of MPC, provides confidential 
support to people, along with their family 
members, who are living with chronic 
or severe symptoms. The group is faith 
based and peer led and believes you can 
live a stronger and more peaceful life no 
matter what the diagnosis. Learn tools to 
help manage symptoms. H.E.L.P. (Hope, 
Encouragement, Love, Prayer) begins at 
6:45 p.m. at the Mandarin Road campus 
and is open to all denominations. Visit 
www.mandarinpres.com/helpministry/ 
for details or call the church office at 
(904) 680-9944.

Dec. 12: The Jewish Community Al-
liance’s annual Chanukkah celebration 
and lighting ceremony takes place from 
5:45 p.m. – 8 p.m. JCA members and 
families from across the city will gather 
to celebrate this holiday and the lighting 
of the JCA’s giant outdoor chanukiyah, 
which was created by local artist David 
Ponsler. Reservations are required by Dec. 
5. This event is free to JCA members. 
The JCA lighting ceremony includes the 
singing of traditional Chanukkah songs 
and is followed by a family-style dinner, 
youth activities and entertainment. For 
more information, contact Dave Flagler 
at (904) 730-2100 ext. 271.

Dec. 21: Mandarin United Methodist 
Church, 11270 San Jose Blvd., will host 
a Blue Christmas Service in the Sanctu-
ary at 7 p.m. Visit www.mumc.net or call 
904) 268-5549 for more information.

With the mild — actually exceptionally 
warm! — temperatures we’ve been expe-
riencing, we can continue planting some 
hardy perennials and bulbs in December, 
as well as shrubs and trees. Bear in mind, 
though, that we are now in a dry season, 
and be prepared to water newly installed 
plants to get them well established.

Neonicotinoids (neonics) are a class of 
systemic insecticides that can be used on 
many types of plants. Briefly, there is evi-
dence to show that, in combination with 
other stressors, bees can suffer from these 
chemicals because they spread through-
out treated plants, and are found in both 
the nectar and pollen ingested by bees 
and their brood. It makes sense, there-
fore, when choosing flowering plants that 
encourage insects to enhance our gardens, 
we need to consider whether they may 
unintentionally be harmful. Growers of 
native plants will avoid the use of neo-
nicotinoids, as do Bonnie Plants, growers 
of vegetables and herbs. Proven Winners’ 
plants are produced without neonics, 
but they also sell liner plants to nurser-
ies that then grow them to sale size, and 
not all of those nurseries will necessarily 
avoid neonics. So do your research, ask 
questions of the nursery staff where you 

buy plants, and choose wisely. Large bees 
and small bees are attracted to different 
types of flowers; those with short tongues 
collect nectar from ray flowers, or typical 
daisy-like flowers, whereas larger bees 
have longer tongues and can handle tubu-
lar flowers. Unlike hummingbirds, which 
are readily attracted to red flowers, bees 
prefer flowers in shades of blue, purple, 
white or yellow.

Aim to find a range of plants that bloom 
at different times of the year. Early 
bloomers include the native spiderwort, 
Tradescantia ohiensis. It has one-inch, 
pretty blue to purple triangular flow-
ers, which are clustered at the top of 
12 – 18 inch stems; they open briefly, 
but sequentially. It self seeds readily and 
spreads by rhizomes, so make sure it 
will fit with your plans.  Other spring-
blooming native flowers include violets, 
wild petunia (Ruellia humilis — not the 
Mexican type) and coreopsis. Many of 
our trees that bloom in spring, like the 
redbud (Cercis canadensis), are invaluable 
to pollinators. Red maple (Acer rubrum) 
is a particularly important source of 
nectar for honey bees, as well as a cheer-
ful reminder that spring is on the way.  
For inspiration, check out The Florida 

Friendly Landscaping™ Guide to Plant 
Selection and Landscape Design at http://
fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/FYN_Plant_Selec-
tion_Guide_2015.pdf. Bloom times 
are given to help you achieve a colorful 
garden year round. 

Now the clocks have changed, our lawn 
watering schedules have been adjusted to 
once a week. To ensure you have the cor-
rect schedule, please see http://www.coj.
net/departments/neighborhoods/environ-
mental-quality/irrigation-and-fertilizer.

As grass gradually becomes dormant in 
cooler weather it will need less water and 
you may find that rainfall is adequate. 
Remember that overwatering, at any time 
of year, can cause problems with diseases. 
Cut down on mowing and cut the grass 
high so it has a strong root system going 
into winter. Hand pull cool season weeds, 
or spot treat with an herbicide suitable 
for your grass species, to keep them under 
control. If your grass is still recovering 
from damage caused by debris from hur-
ricane Irma laying on it for weeks, check 
out the November/December issue of “A 
New Leaf” for recommendations: http://
duval.ifas.ufl.edu/documents/nleafNo-
vemberDecember.17.pdf. As always, 
you will find timely articles on vegetable 
growing, what to plant in December, 
and upcoming classes.  Happy floriferous 
Holidays, One and All.

Five volunteers from of Squad 7 of the 
501st Legion came dressed as Star Wars 
characters, thrilling students and teach-
ers alike and demonstrating RCSA’s love 
of learning about galaxies far, far away.

Mix It Up Day 2017 observed at St. Joe’s
Students at St. Joseph Catholic School 
joined more than one million other stu-
dents across the country to help break 
down social barriers by participating in 
the 16th annual Mix It Up at Lunch 
Day. This national campaign launched 
by Teaching Tolerance in 2002 encour-
ages students to sit with someone new 
in the cafeteria for just one day. 

Cafeterias are the focus of Mix It Up 
because that’s where a school’s social 
boundaries are most obvious. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 31, St. Joseph stu-
dents in grades three through eight had 
a sweet time mixing it up and making 
new friends. Students were given a Dum 
Dum lollipop and had to sit at the table 
labeled with his/her Dum Dum flavor. 
The Student Council helped in plan-
ning and preparing for Mix It Up Day 
by dividing the Dum Dums into bags 
for each class and by coming up with 
something fun for the students to do 
while mixing it up. The students were 
given an All Saints Day word search, 
which they had to work on with some-
one they didn’t know. 

School Briefs cont. from pg. 15
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Travel Finding the jewels of Jordan

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

LIFETIME OPPORTUNITIES.

Four Unique Campuses
Ponte Vedra Beach PreK–5 
Whitehurst PreK–5 
Bartram 6–8 
San Jose 9–12

All Things Possible. Start Here.

At Bolles, student potential is nourished by a superior curriculum 
and the most extensive program offerings in Northeast Florida 
for grades PreK to 12. Students here have access to extraordinary 
opportunities in a vibrant, global community of contributors who 
celebrate all beliefs and cultures.

We believe life’s greatest achievement is to realize one’s best 
possible self. This mindset drives every decision we make, and 
it’s why we’ve earned an exemplary international reputation. 

Join the esteemed alumni of Bolles, and experience a lifetime 
of possibilities.

For more information, to reserve your space at one 

of our many Open Houses or to schedule a tour, 

visit www.Bolles.org or call (904) 256-5030.

WINTER 2018 OPEN HOUSE DATES

Day and Boarding  
School from PreK  
through Grade 12.

Lower School (PreK–5)  

Open House for Parents 

Ponte Vedra Beach Campus   

Jan. 9, 2018 at 9:00 a.m.

Lower School (PreK–5)  

Open House for Parents 

Whitehurst Campus   

Jan. 10, 2018 at 9:00 a.m.

Middle School (6–8)  

Open House for Parents 

Bartram Campus   

Jan. 18, 2018 at 9:00 a.m.

Upper School (9-12)  

Open House for Parents 

San Jose Campus   

Jan. 5, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

Americans generally don’t include the 
Middle East on their bucket list, but I’d 
like to change your mind about Jordan. 
The Hashemite Kingdom, Jordan’s 
official name, is the safest country in 
the region and extremely welcoming to 
tourists. Jordan offers incredible historic 

sites, attractions, and adventures for 
luxury to budget travelers.

Petra, one of the Seven Wonders of the 
World, stands out as the favorite. The 
ancient city flourished as the strategic 
crossroads for spice 
and silk trade some 
2,300 years ago, 
but routes changed 
and earthquakes 
twice ravaged the 
area. By the 13th 
century, only local 
Bedouin tribes 
remembered Petra. 
In 1812, Swiss 
explorer Jean Louis 
Burckhardt dis-
guised himself as an Arab wanting to 
make an offering. He convinced a guide 
to take him to the area. Burckhardt 
rediscovered Petra’s tombs, but couldn’t 
fully inspect the ruins. His guide 
became suspicious, forcing Burckhardt 
to leave. He wrote about his findings, 
but they, too, remained off limits for 
decades.

The Treasury, a delicate and beautifully 
chiseled stone structure, lies hidden at 
the end of a mile long walk between 
massive 10-story high boulders. The 
movie “Indiana Jones and the Last Cru-
sade” features Harrison Ford and Sean 
Connery in a miraculous escape from 
the location. 

Reaching the Monastery takes a climb 
of 900 rough, worn steps unless you’d 
prefer a donkey ride. The reward at 
the end more than justifies the ardu-
ous trek opening up views of the most 
intricate architectural shrine. Petra 
includes many more temples, tombs, an 
amphitheater and streets within the vast 
World Heritage site. 

Wadi Rum, about an hour from Petra, 
is also part of the cinematic legend, 
providing locations for the movie “Law-
rence of Arabia,” highlighted by British 
Intelligence Officer T.E. Lawrence’s 
epic battle. Camel and jeep tours into 
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Petra Treasury

A Bedouin and his camels

Jerash

the desert offer overnight camping. The 
more budget conscious still have a daz-
zling choice — sleeping under the crys-
tal clear starry sky. Slightly splurging 
turns an already fantastic experience to 
“glamping” (glamor camping) in rooms 
with ensuite bathrooms. Accommoda-
tions include Zarb, a delicious Bedouin 
dinner cooked in a sand-covered pit. 

Aqaba, a famous harbor on the Red 
Sea, offers boating and great snorkeling 
or scuba diving. Farther up the coast, 
Dead Sea luxury resort hotels sparkle 
next to the often-iridescent water. Relax 
on the beach and give yourself the mud 
treatment and dip in the salty brine. 
My skin never felt better!

The Romans were no strangers to Jor-
dan. Jerash, called the City of a Thou-
sand Columns, displays the best ruins 
outside of Italy. In some ways, I found 
them superior to their counterparts 
in Rome, as they haven’t been overly 
visited. You’ll need at least a half-day 
to explore the expansive archeological 
destination. Recently, opera star Andrea 
Bocelli gave a concert in the amphithe-
ater. 

Other than Israel, no other country 
has more bibli-
cal sites. Bethany 
Beyond the Jordan 
attracts as the site 
of Jesus’ baptism. 
It’s common to see 
Christians being 
dunked in the 
River Jordan dur-
ing their baptismal 
ceremony. Nearby, 
at Mt. Nebo, 
stand where Moses 

first gazed upon the Promised Land. 

The accommodating Jordanians offer 
farm-fresh, colorful and American 
friendly food, but don’t expect burg-
ers and fries. Meals begin with salad, 
fresh bread and an array of toppings 
like hummus, tabbouleh or moutabel, 
similar to baba ghanoush. 

Direct flights from New York City 
arrive in Amman, the capital. Western-

friendly hotels and local-run establish-
ments alike await. My suggestion is to 
sign on for a five – seven day tour of 
the country and prepare yourself for the 
thrill of a lifetime.

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.
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Take

THAT
injury.

You don't have to drive far to get quality ER care. 

We offer fast ER care that's right in your neighborhood. 

Check out our website to see our average ER wait times: 

MyMandarinER.com.

10910 San Jose Blvd.
(904) 407-8500


