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President’s Comments  cont. on pg. 2

This serves as my last article as your 
master board president. It has been 
my pleasure to serve on the master 
board for the past six years. During 
my tenure I have seen the residents 
become more involved in community 
affairs, and I applaud everyone who 
has taken a renewed interest in the 
Association. This last year has been 
one of many accomplishments that I 
am proud to have been a part of.
The biggest achievement of course 
has been the long-awaited A1A gate-
house rebuild, which is now com-
plete and within budget. A special 
thanks to the PGA TOUR and Alta 
Mar Holdings for their contributions 
towards the project and to DOS Con-
structors and Marsh Landing Man-
agement’s project manager, Tripp 
Richland, for seeing this project to 
completion.
Other areas that have been addressed 
since our last members’ meeting 
include Operations, Maintenance and 
Waterways tasks, financial plan-
ning, and continued efforts relative 
to The Oak Bridge Club member 
vote. Following two major storms 
in less than a 12-month period, our 
board appointed a Tropical Storm 
Ad Hoc Committee to work with the 
PGA TOUR to assess the stormwater 
system. An updated reserve study 
was performed to include control 
structure repairs, diesel ventilation, 
and diesel health maintenance. Our 
board established a line of credit and 
updated and approved our insurance 
policy with increased coverage for 
our pool and gatehouses. The board 

Mark Your Calendars!
Sawgrass Players Club 

Annual Meeting
to be held

Thursday, May 24, 2018, 6 p.m.
at the TPC Clubhouse 

Sign in begins at 5:30 p.m.

At a ceremony held April 9, Sawgrass 
Players Club Association President 
Gerry Klingman enthusiastically cut the 
ribbon on the beautiful new A1A gate-
house with many onlookers cheering. 
Not only is the outside of the building 
impressive, but there are several other 
improvements inside and out. 
Pavers similar to those used at the TPC 
Clubhouse are installed at both the 
entrance and exit areas. 
Although the RFID gate is in the 
same location, there are changes 
at the entrance. There is now clear 
delineation between the visitor and 
resident entrance lanes. A turnaround 
exists so those denied access (or who 
just turned down the wrong road) can 
exit the property directly behind the 
gatehouse. The parking area is greatly 
expanded, allowing residents easier 
access to the facility. You will also 
notice a separate area for the secu-
rity officer vehicle. Additionally, new 
gatehouse arms have been installed on 
the exit lane, not only at A1A but also 
Solana Road.
Conditions inside the gatehouse are 
vastly upgraded. The old gatehouse was 
originally a modular sales office and 
was never intended to be a permanent 
facility. Over time the floor began col-

lapsing. The security officers now 
have a generous working area 
with built-in countertop desks. 
Since the facility is occupied 
24/7, there is a small kitchenette 
available as well as a bathroom. 
The Security Manager’s office is 
located in the gatehouse, along 
with an equipment room cen-

tralizing the RFID system, telephone 
system and routers.
The gatehouse rebuild project was a 
long time coming. It started with a 
vision well over two years ago and 
has taken a dedicated team of people 
to make it a reality. Special thanks 
go to Gerry Klingman, as well as the 
Controlled Access Committee chaired 

by Danny Cash and that committee’s 
ad-hoc gatehouse project team. Shout-
outs also go to First Coast Security for 
providing facility layout input and to 
Marsh Landing’s Tripp Richland for 
project management and oversight. 
A variety of companies worked to 
complete construction in a timely man-
ner. Scott Motes, president of DOS 
Constructors, Inc., who won the bid for 
the work, gives special thanks to all the 
subcontractors who put so much hard 
work into this project. They include 
CW Builders & Associates, Parker 
Electric, Air Max Heating and Cooling, 
Antique and Modern, Herzer’s Plumb-
ing, Childer’s Roofing, JB Coxwell 
Contracting, Inc., Superior Stucco, Sor-
rells Residential Framing and D Wing-
hart Custom Trim.

Friday, June 15, 2018  •  3:30 p.m.
 at The Oak Bridge Club
 BBQ by 3 Palms Grille

(Tickets must be purchased in advance)

Fun-4-All 
Golf Festival 

& BBQ

Read 
About It

Pg. 6

Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association

Photos courtesy Irene Lombardo. Tripp Richland of Marsh 
Landing Management, Scott Motes of DOS Contractors and Mick 
Steubben of Steubben Architure inside the new gatehouse.

Ralph Sylvester, First Coast Security; Gerry Klingman, Saw-
grass Players Club Association President; Kristy Richland, 
Property Manager cut the ribbon at the new gatehouse.

A1A gatehouse opens to cheers
By Barbara Prochaska
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signed The Oak Bridge Club devel-
opment agreement and placed it in 
escrow in accordance with the mem-
ber vote in early 2017. The board 
also established a transition commit-
tee to monitor Alta Mar Holdings 
PUD request and continued progress.
We have done a great deal and there 
is still much left for us to realize in 
the future. With the A1A gatehouse 
complete, the Association needs to 
put its focus on potential improve-
ments to the Solana gate and the 
main entrance. The board will work 
closely with Finance Committee 
members to develop a 2019 budget 
that continues to address recom-
mended stormwater system best 
practices and other needed repairs/
improvements to protect our property 
values. I intend to stay engaged in 
board matters, have been appointed 
to serve as the co-chair for Controlled 
Access and will remain on the transi-
tion committee.
In closing, thank you again for allow-
ing me to serve. And thanks to the 
board and committee members who 
have served with me. My time with 
the Sawgrass Players Club board has 
been a fabulous experience.

President’s Comments  cont. from pg. 1

Homeowners running for the Sawgrass 
Players Club Association’s board of di-
rectors have all demonstrated volunteer 
support for our community and have 
impressive skill sets derived from their 
careers and community service.
It’s your choice: You have three votes. 
By subassociation, here are brief sum-
maries of the candidates: 
Bridgewater Island:
Deborah (Debbie) McWade, a member 
of the Ad Hoc Committee that negoti-
ated the Oak Bridge Club development 
agreement, has been president of her 
subassociation the past six years, as 
well as a member of the master associa-
tion’s Covenant Enforcement Com-
mittee. Educated in Kentucky, Debbie 
had a decades-long banking career. 
That experience plus working here with 
neighborhood issues drives this avid 
golfer to champion Sawgrass goals of 
communication and transparency.
Hammock Cove: 
Morris (Mo) Binaco is a California 
transplant who moved here with his 
wife, Doris, to be near children and 
grandchildren. This military veteran 
with both a B.A. and M.B.A. in busi-
ness, coupled with strong business 
and tech experience, jumped right into 
service on the Hammock Cove board as 
well as the master association’s Opera-

tions, Maintenance and Waterways and 
Recreation Facilities committees. Mo 
believes in approaching issues with a 
well-thought-out look at future impacts.
Oakbridge:
Per our covenants, homeowners can 
only vote for one candidate from any 
individual subassociation. Therefore, 
you may only vote for one of the fol-
lowing:
Bill Garrett is a long-time resident who 
has logged 18 years on the Oakbridge 
board, serving as president and trea-
surer. He believes his experience and 
connections will be beneficial to his 
community. A Gator business grad with 
Korean war USAF service, Bill’s career 
was primarily in sales, ranging from ac-
count executive to company president. 
His golfing avocation led to volunteer 
executive offices at the original Oak-
bridge golf course, where he was vice 
president of the golf association and 
board chairman of the Oakbridge Coun-
try Club.
Fred Pauli’s goal is to use his skills to 
advance Sawgrass Players Club as a 
superior community. Multiple master’s 
degrees from the University of Florida 
and Georgia prepared Fred for careers 
as an engineer and licensed mental 
health counselor in both states. He has 
volunteered as director at the Beaches 

Christian Counseling Center and on his 
church Care Team. Within Sawgrass 
Players Club, he served four terms on 
the Oakbridge board and has been a 
member of the master’s Architectural 
Control and Covenant Enforcement 
committees.
Barbara Prochaska is on the Oakbridge 
Homeowners Association board (Com-
munications chair) and serves on the 
master association’s Communications 
Committee. She also is a member of the 
Managing Committee of the Sawgrass 
Players Club Women’s Association. De-
grees from Syracuse University (B.S. 
in Computer Science, B.S. in Business) 
plus George Mason University (M.S. in 
Computer Science, Cert. Software En-
gineering) led to many years of federal 
contract project work for government 
agencies. Enhanced communication is 
her goal with more feedback from resi-
dents and subassociations in order to 
understand issues and explore potential 
improvements for all of us.
Salt Creek: 
T.J. Welsh wants to be fiscally respon-
sible while spending appropriately to 
maintain our premier 30-year-old devel-
opment. He has served six years on the 
Salt Creek board, five of those as presi-
dent, plus duty  on the subassociation 
focus group involved in negotiations 

with the Oak Bridge Club. Additional 
volunteer time has been spent on boards 
of professional associations. The navy 
vet had 25 years of experience in the 
shipbuilding and heavy construction in-
dustries. His education included a B.S. 
degree from the University of Utah, 
with graduate studies at the University 
of North Florida in Business Manage-
ment.
Water’s Edge 
Gregory J. Sikora holds two master’s 
degrees: one in Social Work from 
Loyola University in Chicago, another 
in Business Administration from the 
University of Illinois (Urbana-Cham-
paign). This retired Lt. Colonel, Medi-
cal Service Corps, U.S. Army, spent 
40 years in behavioral health services, 
was Jacksonville Mental Health Center 
president and senior vice president at 
Renaissance Behavioral Health Sys-
tems. His Sawgrass goals are to in-
crease awareness of covenants, promote 
strong relationships with subassocia-
tions, and encourage resident involve-
ment in governance and maintenance of 
the community. 
Get your ballots in on time!
Ballots must be returned to Marsh 
Landing Management Company no 
later than May 17. No ballots will be 
accepted at the annual meeting.

Seven candidates vie for three open master board seats
By Carol Liittschwager

We know that there are many runners and walkers in Sawgrass Players Club who 
participate in a number of races held around our area.
We want to hear from you!
The Recreation Facilities Committee is strongly considering sponsoring a 5k race 
inside our gates early in 2019. Entry fee would be $25 with proceeds to benefit 
Players Park and Players Pool.
Judging the degree of interest among our residents (and their friends) will be a 
prime factor in making the decision to move forward. To that end, we are asking 
residents interested in the race (either as a participant or a volunteer) to send an 
email to Kristy Richland at Marsh Landing Management letting her know of their 
interest. 
Please put “5K Race” in the subject line and email to 
krichland@marshlanding.org.

Pat Gilberto is chairman of the Recreation Facilities Committee.

Is a 5K race in our future?
By Pat Gilberto

Reminder
Don’t forget to mail your proxy and ballot.
 No ballots will be accepted at the annual meeting.

 All ballots must be received at Marsh Landing 
Management’s office by May 17 to be counted.

Golf Cart Operators 
Take Note!

All golf cart operators must carry 
a valid driver’s license. Parents 
are responsible to ensure their 
underage children do not drive 
golf carts. Citations will be issued 
to parents of underage children 
found violating this requirement. 
Additionally, each person in the golf 
cart must be seated, and children 
may not ride in the lap of a driver.

A reminder 
from the 

Sawgrass 
Players Club 
Association

Safety is 
everyone’s concern.
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The Sawgrass Players 
Club Homeowners 
group page is the 

place for residents to connect with 
what’s going on in Sawgrass and 
with each other. Whether you are 
looking for a good plumber, need 
a babysitter or have questions 
about your neighborhood, group 
members can help.
Join us!

Join the Facebook  
SPC Homeowners site
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Would you like your business
to reach more than  

1,800  
property owners in one

of NE Florida’s most 
affluent areas?

 
Email  

Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

The St. Johns County Board of County 
Commissioners is currently review-
ing the Alta Mar Holdings proposal 
to develop 40 acres of the Oak Bridge 
Club Golf Course closest to State Road 
A1A. We understand Alta Mar Hold-
ings’ modified plan will be presented 
at the County Commissioners’ meeting 
on May 15. It is not clear presently how 
the Commission will rule, and because 
it is a public proceeding, it has brought 
out considerable interest and some very 
vocal opposition.
Our Sawgrass Players Club Association 
board of directors recognizes that this 
is an emotional issue because it has a 
bearing on future land use and property 
values. We also understand that many 
of our residents just wish that it would 
go away as was made clear during the 
series of town hall meetings that we 
held last fall to examine and deal with 
the issue. 
Unfortunately, we do not own the 
property, our rights are limited and it 
is not likely to go away. That is why 
we ultimately voted as a neighbor-

County decision on golf course possible next month
By William J. Haley

hood to empower an ad hoc committee 
of homeowners to negotiate a set of 
conditions to define exactly what would 
be allowed and under what conditions. 
These guidelines were laid out in a 
Development Agreement which stipu-
lates terms, conditions, and protections. 
(See www.sawgrassplayersclub.org for 
a copy of the document.)

The Development Agreement could 
be moot
The Development Agreement currently 
is in escrow and will only be filed when 
the Alta Mar Holdings development 
plan is approved to move forward by 
the county commissioners. If the ap-
proval is not forthcoming, the Develop-
ment Agreement and the protections 
negotiated will be moot and our neigh-
borhood will be subject to the same 
uncertainty that it had before our vote 
and subsequent Development Agree-
ment. Further, we have been advised 
that the golf course is unprofitable and 
will be shut down if the commissioners 
rule negatively, opening the possibility 

of a fallow golf course, which we have 
been trying to avoid at all costs.
Our board believes that uncertainty 
is not a positive for the neighborhood 
and that the issues that we debated and 
then voted on have not changed. If the 
County Commissioners rule against 
Alta Mar Holdings, our neighborhood 
will be back where we started two years 
ago and the specter of even more devel-
opment in 2023 will reappear. 

Let your voice be heard
If you agree, please help us send a 
strong, positive message to the county 
commissioners about our concerns. 
Find the commissioners’ email ad-
dresses at www.sjcfl.us/Commission-
ers/Contact.aspx and be sure to copy 
Beverly Frazier (bfrazier@sjcfl.us) as 
well to include in the public record and 
forward to the applicant.
If you can, attend the May 15 meeting 
to show your support for the develop-
ment. Only then will we realize the 
protections negotiated in our pending 
Development Agreement. 

THE PLAYERS Championship is one 
of the most anticipated tournaments on 
the PGA TOUR calendar and a puts the 
Sawgrass Players Club community in 
the national spotlight. The tournament 
does bring with it, however, a need for 
our residents to follow certain guide-
lines to ensure community noise does 
not interrupt play.
Please adhere to the guidelines noted 
below for your neighborhood from 
Monday, May 7, through Sunday, May 
13.

Sawgrass Pointe, Sawgrass Island or 
Seven Mile Drive:

• No construction activity is al-
lowed during the entire week.
• Residents who require service, 

Obey construction and noise rules during THE PLAYERS Championship
By Irene Lombardo

deliveries or light construction on 
Monday, May 7, Tuesday, May 8, 
or Wednesday, May 9, must call 
the main gate at (904) 543-0043 to 
place arrivals on a list for admission 
to their neighborhood. 

Other neighborhoods in Sawgrass 
Players Club:

• Areas in Players Club other than 
Sawgrass Pointe, Sawgrass Island 
and Seven Mile Drive may continue 
construction activity until Wednes-
day, May 9.  
• As of Thursday, May 10, no heavy 
equipment, gasoline-powered ex-
terior equipment, or deliveries will 
be allowed through our entry gates. 
Residents are advised to schedule 

all deliveries early in the week.
• Only light exterior and interior 
construction will be allowed in 
Sawgrass Players Club communities 
(except Sawgrass Pointe, Saw-
grass Island and Seven Mile Drive) 
Thursday, May 10, and Friday, May 
11.

All neighborhoods in Sawgrass Players 
Club:

• No construction of any nature, 
heavy or light, will be allowed Sat-
urday, May 12, or Sunday, May 13, 
anywhere in the Players Club.
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NeighborhoodNews
What better way to spend 
St. Paddy’s Day?
Water Oak residents took advantage 
of St. Patrick’s Day and hosted a 
Green Pancake Breakfast and Clue 

Hunt. After the pancake breakfast, 
the children were divided into ran-
dom teams and hit the neighborhood 
looking for participating homes based 
on an initial clue that was provided 
to each team. In order to receive their 
next clue, the children had to perform 
various tasks, like bouncing for seven 
minutes straight in a bounce house, 
eating an Oreo without using their 
hands, and dressing like a Lepre-
chaun. 
The residents delighted in seeing the 
children running around the neigh-
borhood, and the children delighted 
in performing the various tasks at 
each house. The event concluded at 
the community gazebo, where each 
child received a Pot-of-Gold for their 
efforts. The organizers, Casey Robyn 
and Monica Ash, hope that this event 
will become an annual tradition in 
Water Oak.

Cypress Bridge, master board 
share inlet cleaning costs
Cypress Bridge and the master board 
of directors have signed a cost-sharing 
agreement for inlet cleaning within 
the Cypress Bridge community. 
Each subassociation is responsible 
for cleaning its inlets and maintaining 
them in a manner that prevents debris 
accumulation, while the Master Asso-
ciation is responsible for operating the 
overall storm water system. The Mas-
ter Association will pay 50 percent of 
the cost to clean the Cypress Bridge 
inlet that is part of the storm water 
piping system. In addition, the Master 
Association will be responsible for 
contracting with mutually agreed 

upon vendors, monitoring the progress 
of the cleaning and making payment to 
contractors. 

Baker’s Dozen performs at 
Vicar’s Landing 
On March 15, folks at Vicar’s Landing 
enjoyed an engaging performance by 
the Baker’s Dozen of Yale University, 
one of the nation’s oldest and finest 
all-male a cappella singing groups. The 
audience was treated to performances 
of tunes such as The Temptations’ “Just 
My Imagination,” Billy Joel’s “For the 
Longest Time,” Toto’s “Africa,” and the 
immortal “Loch Lomond.”
Since its founding in 1947, the Baker’s 
Dozen has taken its unique blend of 
traditional and contemporary songs and 
its spirited camaraderie to audiences 
across the nation. From school and 
community auditoriums to private Hol-
lywood parties to the White House, the 

Baker’s Dozen today continues its long 
tradition of delivering professional and 
energetic performances while maintain-
ing the highest levels of friendship and 
musicianship.

Oakbridge HOA amends 
its covenants
At a special Members’ Meeting on 
March 5, 2018, the Oakbridge board of 
directors announced all five proposed 
subassociation covenant changes passed 
and went into effect immediately. For 
a covenant change to pass, at least 51 
percent of the homeowners must vote 
“Yes.” Seventy percent of the home-
owners submitted votes. Each proposal 
passed with at least 3-to-1 respondents 
in favor. One of the proposals, which 
was administrative in nature, passed 
24-to-1.
One change gives Oakbridge the au-
thorization to fine for covenant viola-

tions. Another puts rental regulations 
into place; however, the minimum 
six-month rental regulation is waived 
for the week of The Players Champion-
ship. The other three changes approved 
update the subordination of lien section 
to be consistent with current Florida 
statutes; correct typographical errors 
and remove obsolete text; and incorpo-
rate everything into a new document. 
Oakbridge President Art Gormley 
said, “Thank you to all residents who 
took the time to express their opinions 
through voting. We received many 
suggestions from residents about com-
munity needs. We are developing a 
questionnaire that will help us develop 
priorities as we move forward. We have 
a great board who is determined to 
make Oakbridge the best community it 
can be.”

Oakbridge getting a new look
Within the next few months, exist-
ing street signs in Oakbridge will be 
replaced with new signs like the ones 
found on PGA TOUR Boulevard and 
Alta Mar Drive. The current signs are 
aging and in disrepair. The new signs 
are approximately 10 feet high and are 
aluminum with a black background and 
gold border and lettering.
In an effort to improve resident safety 
and reduce speeding, the Sawgrass 
Players Club Association has approved 
the purchase of a SafePace radar speed 
sign for Palmera Drive in Oakbridge. 
The sign is similar to the one on Alta 
Mar Drive and has a flashing strobe to 
alert drivers of their speed. It should 
be installed this month. The Oakbridge 
board will be consulted for placement 
recommendations.

Oakbridge HOA seeks resident emails
The Oakbridge Communications Com-
mittee has initiated email bulletins re-
laying community-specific information 
to Oakbridge residents. These emails 
contain board activities and neighbor-
hood updates and are in addition to 
those sent by Kristy Richland, Saw-
grass Players Club Association property 
manager. 
Oakbridge residents who are not al-
ready on the Oakbridge email distribu-
tion list are asked to provide their email 
addresses to the Oakbridge Communi-
cations Committee Chairman at Barb.
Prochaska@OakbridgePVB.com.

Easter Bunny hops over to 
Players Park
On March 31, Players Park was the 
scene of mad chaos as the 11th an-
nual Easter Egg Hunt got on its way. 
Neighborhood children, baskets in 
hand, were at the ready to find one of 
the four eggs that included a special 
golden note inside entitling them to 
a prize basket full of goodies. The 
prizes were donated by local vendors, 
including Publix, Fresh Market and 
Trader Joe’s. 
The big surprise was the special ap-
pearance by the Easter Bunny to the 
delight of the kids. They took turns 

posing with the big white rabbit as 
their parents snapped photos.
Fawn Mattison-Boyle of Oakbridge 
organized this year’s egg hunt. The 
annual event was started by Amy and 
James Cornett of Oakbridge and has 
grown year after year.

Photos courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association

Photos courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association

Photos courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association
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Players Journal is
your Community Newspaper!

We need YOU to keep us informed  
about interesting community events.

Send it in!
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

We’re not just 
your newspaper, 

we’re your 
neighbors!

The Marsh Landing Master Association 
has requested a change to the reciproc-
ity agreement Sawgrass Players Club 
has with them regarding access through 
each other’s community. 
Presently, Marsh Landing residents can 
enter our community either through 
our visitor’s lane with a current Marsh 
Landing decal or through our RFID 
lane, which requires payment of a one-
time activation fee. The same is true for 
Sawgrass Players Club residents who 
wish to go through Marsh Landing.
Effective June 1, 2018, the Marsh 
Landing Master Association will no 
longer issue decals to their residents. 
Therefore, a resolution of under-
standing has been signed with Marsh 
Landing Master Association whereby 
residents from either community wish-

RFIDs will be needed to enter 
Marsh Landing
By Irene Lombardo

ing to access the other must have an 
activated RFID for reciprocity and use 
the RFID lane only. 
Sawgrass Players Club residents will 
no longer be able to use the visitor lane 
for access through Marsh Landing as a 
result. Those wishing to drive through 
Marsh Landing can update their current 
Players Club RFID for use in the Marsh 
Landing RFID lane for a one-time acti-
vation fee of $15 (cash or check only). 
For payment and activation, you must 
visit Marsh Landing Management 
Company’s office at 4200 Marsh Land-
ing Boulevard in Jacksonville Beach. 
Office hours are Monday through 
Friday (excluding holidays), 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Contact Pat McInerney at pm-
cinerney@marshlanding.org with any 
questions.

Ahead of the fast-approaching hurri-
cane season, the Master Association’s 
board of directors at its March 28 meet-
ing approved emergency procedures to 
be followed after a natural disaster.
The emergency storm and disaster 
restoration procedures were drafted 
by Sawgrass Players Club’s Architec-
tural Control Committee (ACC). They 
are designed to allow homeowners to 
remove immediate threats and to secure 
their properties expeditiously following 
a hurricane or other natural disaster. 
Under these procedures, emergency 
repairs of a structural nature may 
be made, provided that they restore 
the home to its pre-storm condition; 
however, if residents plan to make any 
permanent structural upgrades or im-
provements that will change the color, 
materials, footprint, and/or elevations 
of the residence following a natural 
disaster, they will still need to follow 
normal architectural review board 
(ARB)/ACC procedures.  
To help cut down on any possible 
confusion, the ACC has further de-
fined “emergency repairs” as follows: 
“Repairs to any nature-related damage 
which impedes or imperials the safety 

Board approves post-disaster emergency procedures
By Heather Schatz

or livability of a residence such as but 
not limited to: a) structural damage, 
roof damage, and/or broken windows 
that allow water, weather or intruders 
access to interior of home; and b) trees 
that have fallen, are blocking ingress/
egress, or were compromised as a result 
of the storm. Compromised trees are 
those which are now visibly damaged, 
leaning, or show ground disturbance 
AND now pose an immediate threat to 
safety.”
Repairs such as, but not limited to, 
fences or screen enclosures over pools 
that do not make the main residence 
unlivable are not considered in need 
of emergency repair. In these cases, 
temporary barrier structures should be 
erected around pools to insure com-
pliance with county and state safety 
requirements until a permanent repair is 
submitted and approved.
Residents are required to document any 
damage with photos prior to making 
any emergency repairs. They should 
then follow up by providing the pho-
tos and a written description of the 
emergency repairs to Marsh Landing 
Management Company within 10 days 
of completing the repairs. An inquiry 

for information does not imply autho-
rization of repair work. It is the home-
owner’s responsibility to follow up with 
appropriate documentation of emer-
gency and permanent repairs.
Note that repairs of any nature are sub-
ject to current material and design stan-
dards. In some cases, this may require 
replacement using different colors or 
materials to conform to current home-
owner association standards. 
Fees and deposits will be waived for 
emergency storm repair requests sub-
mitted within 60 days from the last day 
of the storm’s passing. Any footprint 
changes or additions beyond origi-
nal structure will require established 
procedures, fees and deposits. At times, 
insurance claims may drag on due to 
amount negotiations. If that is the case, 
homeowners should document that fact 
with the ACC.
All other storm-related damage that 
does not meet the new emergency 
repair criteria above should follow nor-
mal ACC and ARB procedures.
With respect to debris removal, resi-
dents should contact their local subas-
sociation property manager for informa-
tion on debris removal specific to their 

local homeowner association; however, 
while waiting for debris to be removed, 
it must not block ingress/egress or be 
placed in swales or drainage easements.
Start planning now! Hurricane season 
starts on June 1 and runs through Nov. 
30. Given the fact that Florida was hit 
with three storms in the last two years 
and forecasters are predicting another 
active season, there is no better time 
than the present to start planning ahead. 
Visit www.ready.gov/hurricanes for 
pre-storm planning.

If you see damage  
or vandalism  

to community areas  
please let us know!

Call Kristy Richland at  
273-3033 

Report suspicious activity to
543-0043 or  370-4875
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Karsten L Jacobson, CFP®
Financial Advisor
.

2208 Sawgrass Village Drive
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
904-285-9898
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The Covenant Enforcement Com-
mittee, which works with the Players 
Club’s master board of directors, sub-
associations and residents to enforce 
master association compliance issues 
within the covenants and restrictions 
community, is currently in need of 
four volunteers. More specifically, the 
committee is looking for one regular 
officer and three alternates for citation 
hearings.
Under Florida law, the master board 
of directors is required to impose fines 
for citations. If the board imposes a 
fine, a resident can appeal the fine to 

Hearing officers wanted
By Heather Schatz

the Covenant Enforcement Commit-
tee. The committee is comprised of 12 
homeowners who rotate as officers for 
citation hearings. 
Citation hearings are scheduled for 
the third Tuesday of each month at 6 
p.m. in the upstairs conference room 
of Marsh Landing Management Com-
pany at 4200 Marsh Landing Blvd., 
Suite #200, Jacksonville Beach, Florida 
32250.
Contact Kristy Richland at krichland@
marshlanding.org if you are interested 
in serving.

If I’m driving through your neighborhood between dusk and dawn, are you 
outdoors? Walking, bike riding, pushing a stroller? 
Whatever you’re wearing or riding should be lighted. Where there are few 
street lights, bodies, bikes and pets can be hard to see.
The remedy is lighting, even on your small treasures: Kids love those 
lighted sneakers (parents, too). 
Neon stripes plus common flashlights help and lighted pet collars rule, even 
with your steady hand on the leash.
I want to see you, so light up!

Let’s  light up!
By Carol Liittschwager

Keep yourself and your neighbors safe. 
Heed the speed limit in all areas and 
come to a complete stop at intersec-
tions. If not, a traffic citation may be in 
your future.
The Traffic Hawk, the speed radar unit 
with high resolution video, has been 
replaced. We now have two — one that 
is used to catch speeding, and one that 
is being used at stop signs. 
The radar unit is one of several mea-
sures the Controlled Access Committee 
has taken to ensure the safety of driv-
ers, bikers and pedestrians. Intersection 
crosswalks have been striped to draw 

Drivers, beware!
By Irene Lombardo

drivers’ attention to pedestrians cross-
ing the roadways, raised crosswalks 
have been approved for the Marriott/
Sawgrass Village and Alta Mar/Salt 
Creek intersections; and a SafePace Ra-
dar sign has been ordered for Palmera 
Drive.
A turnaround for cars has been added 
to the A1A gatehouse as part of the 
reconfiguration of the area. No pedestri-
ans are permitted to use the turnaround 
to cross from one side of PGA TOUR 
Boulevard to the other; however, driv-
ers should be alert to any pedestrians 
who might do so.

Please be considerate of your neighbors. You may love your pup, but bark-
ing dogs are a nuisance to those around them. If your dog is left outside in 
a fenced-in yard and is constantly barking, you can receive a citation from 
First Coast Security. 
In addition, dogs must be kept on a leash when off your property at all 
times, including at Players Park. You also are responsible for cleaning 
up after your pet. Doggie bags are available for your use at Players Park. 
Please use them!

Barking dogs: NOT!
By Irene Lombardo

Spring has sprung, which means 
that golf season is in full swing 
— and the Sawgrass Players Club 
Association Recreation Facilities 
Committee is celebrating with a 
brand-new event: the Fun-4-All 
Golf Festival & BBQ!
This family-friendly event will take place at the Oak Bridge Club on June 
15 from 3:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. Residents of all ages, along with any guests they 
wish to invite, are welcome to participate. 
This isn’t an event for serious golfers (or those that take themselves too seri-
ously). It’s about having a good time with family and friends — even those 
with no golf skills. 
The festivities will kick-off at 3:30 p.m. with a three-hole footgolf course, for 
which contestants will use a soccer ball. We also will have a nine-hole obsta-
cle course with prizes at each hole. These won’t be your typical prizes, 

though — in the interest of keeping the festival fun-4-all, 
they will be light-hearted, and will be awarded for 

things like “Worst Shot,” “Funniest Shot,” and 
“Ugliest Outfit.”

At 5:30 p.m., participants will be able to enjoy 
a delicious barbeque dinner catered by 3 
Palms Grille, along with a cash bar. The 
evening will conclude with a raffle, with an 
array of fabulous prizes, at 6:30 p.m.
Residents must purchase tickets by June 8, 
and can do so in person at the Oak Bridge 
Pro Shop, Tuesday through Sunday from 

7 a.m. to 6 p.m., by email at golf@theoak-
bridgeclub.com or by phone at (904) 285-

5552.  
Adult tickets are $20 each or $15 for kids under 

age 10. All tickets include dinner and one raffle 
ticket. Beverages and additional raffle tickets will be 

available for purchase. Proceeds will go directly to the Play-
ers Park improvement project, which involves hiring a planner to help deter-
mine the best layout for the park as well as the best possible improvements 
for the enjoyment of all residents.
Golf attire is not required, but participants who own golf carts are encour-
aged to bring them. Participants are also encouraged to bring lawn chairs 
and blankets for the barbeque. A maximum of three clubs per person will be 
permitted; there will also be some available to borrow onsite.
So, team up with your friends and neighbors, and prepare to tee off for 
what’s sure to be an event that’s fun-4-all!

Come par-tee at 
the Fun-4-All Golf 
Festival & BBQ
By Heather Schatz

Be a 
considerate 
dog owner

We all love our pets, but it is important to be respectful 
of our neighbors when visiting the community’s common 
areas, including the recreation field at the park.

Please follow these regulations so that the common                                   
areas may be enjoyed by everyone.

1
2
3

Keep pets on a leash at all times, as              
required by St. Johns County ordinance.

Clean up after your pet. Doggy bags                     
are available at the park entrances.

No animals are allowed in the Tot Lot or inside the 
Players Pool enclosure, in accordance with Sawgrass 
Players Club Association Rules and Regulations.

Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association
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999 CROSSWATER PKWY. | PONTE VEDRA, FL 32081 | 904.596.0880 | StarlingLiving.com/Nocatee | Assisted Living Facility #13109

LIMITED SPACE IS AVAILABLE. DON’T MISS OUT ON 
THE NEW STANDARD OF SENIOR LIVING.

Welcome to Starling. Welcome Home.
Located in the heart of Nocatee, Starling at Nocatee is an oasis of luxury, offering multiple lifestyles 
in an exceptional environment. Our Concierge Living, Assisted Living, and Memory Care lifestyles are 
all tailored to provide the appropriate care and services to match each resident’s capabilities and needs.

Amenities and benefits include:

• Gourmet chef prepared dishes served across multiple venues including our elegant, full-service 
dining room, casual bistro and bar, and outdoor patio overlooking an expansive lakefront courtyard

• Expansive wellness offerings including spa, salon and massage services, state-of-the-art fitness 
equipment, professional therapy and rehab services, a visiting physician’s suite, and 24/7 care

• Unmatched engagement opportunities and amenities featuring an art studio, activities room,  
media center, library, walking trails, and gardening areas

• Access to all of Nocatee’s world-class amenities

NOW OPEN!
Call  today to schedule a complimentary  

lunch and tour 904.596.0880

No “Buy-In” Fee Required

The Citizens Traffic Task Force Board 
(CTTF) provided additional detail 
on the results of the two Ponte Vedra 
Traffic Surveys conducted in late 2017.  
Each of those surveys was circulated to 
almost 9,000 community residents.  Ap-
proximately 1,500 individuals respond-
ed. A complete summary was shared 
with St. Johns County officials, the 
North Florida Transportation Planning 
Organization (NFTPO) and represen-
tatives of the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT).
The following information was shared 
with the CTTF board during meetings 
with the above-mentioned groups: 
There are several roadway and com-
mercial development projects already in 
the works that will have some positive 
effect on the volume of traffic through 
Ponte Vedra. These include the comple-
tion of State Road 9B from Inter-
state-95 to Race Track Road and the 
widening and the addition of express 
lanes to Interstate-295. Both are expect-
ed to be completed in 2018. 
In addition, a major retail and residen-
tial development is planned for the area 
around the intersection of Race Track 

CTTF shares additional information on traffic
By Irene Lombardo

Road and State Road 9B and between 
US Highway 1 and Interstate-95 along 
County Road 210. These major devel-
opments and roadway improvements 
are likely to attract westbound traffic 
and reduce the number of cars coming 
eastbound from Nocatee and through 
Ponte Vedra to J. Turner Butler Boule-
vard.
During the survey process there was 
considerable conversation and specu-
lation about whether a new roadway 
corridor could be developed west of 
the Intracoastal Waterway connecting 
Nocatee Parkway with J. Turner Butler 
Boulevard; however, during our con-
versations with government officials 
and representatives of the NFTPO and 
FDOT, it was clearly communicated to 
us that, for a variety of reasons, such a 
roadway is not under consideration and 
not part of the long-range plan at least 
through 2040.
Based on the survey results and eco-
nomic realities, the CTTF board is 
focusing its attention on prioritizing the 
intersection improvements most widely 
supported by the community, identify-
ing those that will most improve traffic 

flow, and taking all necessary steps 
to get those improvements into the 
NFTPO project plan as soon as pos-
sible. In addition, the CTTF board will 
monitor the impact of improvements 
west of Nocatee and request improved 
traffic light signalization and synchro-
nization at troublesome intersections on 
State Road A1A.
In a press release, the CTTF expressed 
its gratitude to the community for 
participating in the two surveys and 
for providing constructive input: “With 
strong support from the community, the 
improvements that we have suggested 
to county and state officials have had 
significantly more weight and will help 
to ensure that some of those improve-
ments will be addressed. As the CTTF 
board continues to make progress with 
traffic improvements, we will keep our 
citizens informed through the local 
media and community meetings.”

Photo courtesy Metro Creative
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Despite the warm weather, kids of 
all ages came out to make snowballs, 
snowmen and snow angels in Play-
ers Park on Feb. 11. An estimated 350 
people attended Sawgrass Players 
Club’s Winterfest celebration. In addi-
tion to frolicking in eight tons of snow, 
kids had a ball on the double slide, not 
to mention getting their faces painted, 
munching on free donuts, and eating 
grub from Hot Diggity Dawgs and 

Warm weather didn’t      stop Winterfest snow
Joyschtick.
Adults took a chance at winning 
one of two prize packages, each 
worth about $500. The big winners 
were Mike Borns of Salt Creek and 
Elizabeth Mason of Oakbridge. Mike 
won the Dream Date for Her, which 
included one night at The Sawgrass 
Marriott (Lagoon View room), a Bela 
Boutique facial, Trasca lunch for 
four, a set of four silk pillowcases 

Photos courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association



Page 9  •  Players Journal  •  Spring 2018  • www.sawgrassplayersclub.org

Warm weather didn’t      stop Winterfest snow
from Opulence of Southern Pines, as 
well as a bottle of wine. The Dream 
Date for Him won by Elizabeth 
included a custom-made shirt from 
John Craig Clothier, Edwin Jagger 
Luxury Shaving Kit from Opulence 
of Southern Pines, a round of 18 
holes for four from The Oak Bridge 
Club, and a $100 gift certificate from 
3 Palms Grille. 

Winterfest is one of several special 
events put on each year by the Saw-
grass Players Club Association’s Recre-
ational Facilities Committee. We thank 
all the sponsors for their donations, as 
well as the volunteers, Kristy Richland 
and the rest of the Marsh Landing Man-
agement crew who came out to help. 
Contact Kristy at krichland@marsh-
landing.org if you would like to join the 
committee in planning future events. 
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In January, the PGA TOUR unveiled 
plans for its expansive new global 
home, which will be located on the 
TOUR’s existing property on County 
Road 210. The new 187,000 square-
foot headquarters will house 750 
employees currently dispersed in 17 
buildings throughout Ponte Vedra 
Beach and St. Augustine. The building 
is expected to be completed in 2020. 
The PGA TOUR has been located in 

PGA TOUR new HQ unveiled

Future Stars (ages 7 – 9 years)
June 11 – June 13
8:30 a.m. – 10 a.m.

Crushers (ages 10 – 12 years)
June 11 – June 13
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Performance High School Camp 
(ages 13 – 17 years)
June 11 – June 13
9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Adult Camp
Dates to be announced

Camps provide lots of tennis fun, drills, 
skills and point play as well as laughter. 
Space is limited, so register early. You 
can register directly at EFWSports@
gmail.com, (904) 229-6636 or on 
Group Valet. 
We have added to our regular sessions, 
two half-hour monthly adult round rob-

Tennis, tennis and more tennis!
By Irene Lombardo

Photo courtesy PGA TOUR. Artist rendering of new PGA Tour headquarters.

Sawgrass Players Club since moving to 
Ponte Vedra Beach from Washington, 
D.C., in the late 1970s. At the time, the 
TOUR had three employees. Continued 
growth has forced expansion to mul-
tiple buildings throughout Ponte Vedra 
Beach and St. Augustine. Plans for the 
currently occupied PGA TOUR-owned 
buildings in Players Club have not been 
announced.

EFW Sports Tennis is now accepting registration for our summer camp programs 
at our L’Atrium courts. This 2018 season will offer a full range of camps:

ins as well as multiple weekly perfor-
mance clinics for qualified players aged 
14 and up. 
Thank you for the endless support 
of team parents participating in this 
season’s USTA Team leagues. With the 
continued support of Jennifer Schramm 
of Sawgrass Players Club, our program 
will continue to flourish.

Photo courtesy Metro Creative

The PGA TOUR has assembled one of the finest golf 
instruction teams in the game at the famed TPC Sawgrass 

facility located in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. Led by  
top-ranked golf instructor, Todd Anderson, expert 

instructors will begin with a complete assessment and 
develop a plan to quickly improve all facets of your game.

LEARN MORE 
 TOURPERFORMANCECENTER.COM 

(904) 280-2452

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE
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Spring is such a wonderful time of year 
for landscaping! 
The nice cool temperatures we had this 
winter produced beautiful blooms on 
our azaleas this year. Most plants need 
a freeze to shut down and restore their 
energy. This was the first cool winter 
we’ve had in a few years and it shows. 
With THE PLAYERS Championship 
moving back to March next year, we 
will be adding more azaleas for color 
to the master-owned common property 
during the early spring season. 
Now that the sun is starting to rise in 
the sky with the longer days, pay close 
attention to areas that are getting more 
sun. With the past two hurricanes, 
we’ve lost a lot of trees. That can 
change the environment of any plants 
underneath the lost canopy. There may 
be adjustments needed for either shade 
tolerant or sun loving plants. 
As the temperatures start to rise, be 

Swing into spring
By Trey Lineberger, Precision Turf

Landscape 
Now

aware of the watering needs of the 
landscape. Irrigation can be critical to 
the survival of your plant material as 
the summer approaches. If we enter a 
drought at any point, certain plants may 
need an extra drink of water with the 
hose to survive. 
Fertilization is also very important 
this time of year. Plants are looking to 
grow need food. Fertilizer gives the 
landscape the nutrients needed for good 
health. 
We at Precision Turf would like to wish 
everyone a beautiful spring season and 
a great time at upcoming THE PLAY-
ERS Championship!

PlayersPeople

Would you like to meet new 
friends? Are you new to the 
community? Want to partici-
pate is some enjoyable social 
activities? If you answered 
yes to any of these questions, 
then the Sawgrass Players 
Club Women’s Association 
(SPCWA) might be right for 
you. The women’s social club kicked 
off its 34th year with a calendar of fun-
filled activities and events. 
The newest activity, just launched in 
February, is a monthly Trivia Night, 
which is open to both club members 
and spouses. Last month, SPCWA 
members and their families enjoyed a 
behind-the-scenes tour of EverBank 
Field, as well as a Ladies Luncheon 
at The Lodge, which featured speaker 
Jeanette Toohey, director of Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at 
University of Northern Florida. Saw-
grass Players Club Women’s Associa-
tion members headed to Fernandina 
Beach on April 14 for the inaugural 
Cottages and Courtyards Tour spon-
sored by the Amelia Island Museum of 
History. Still in the planning phases are 
a Wine Tasting social in June and an 
Intracoastal River Tour in July.
In addition to special events, SPCWA 
has a variety of monthly activities, 
which are sure to be of interest. If you 
enjoy cards and games, there is Bridge, 
Canasta, Mah Jongg and Scrabble. 
Those who like to read can join one of 

Calling all women in Sawgrass 
Players Club! 
By Barbara Prochaska

our five book clubs. There are activi-
ties focused on art and artists as well as 
a Recipe Club. Or you can get outside 
and join the Golf Group. Other activi-
ties include Happy Hour, Lunch Out, 
Ladies Night Out, Girls Night Out and 
the Mix & Mingle social at the Players 
Pool in The Coves.
All women who live in Sawgrass Play-
ers Club are invited to join the associa-
tion. There is a senior and junior group, 
but most activities are open to all ages. 
Spouses are included in some activities 
and events as well.  There are daytime 
and evening activities, as well as week-
day and weekend events. Prospective 
members are welcome to attend any of 
the scheduled activities or events listed 
in the monthly newsletter, Connect!, 
which is available on the Sawgrass 
website at www.sawgrassplayersclub.
org resident home page.
Wine & Welcome socials are held for 
new and prospective members to learn 
more about the women’s association. 
Send an email to carolannzehil@gmail.
com if you are interested in joining or 
just want to check it out.

Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Women’s Association.

Hooray for Kathy Buttner and 
Jane Parr of Salt Creek. The duo 
participated in the Florida Times 
Union 5K for Charity on March 10, 
a companion event to the Gate River 
Run. The 5K course ran from the 
Jacksonville Fairgrounds to Hem-
ming Park and back. Half of the 
event’s $35 entry fee goes directly to 
charities. This year the event raised 
thousands of dollars for 15 organi-
zations such as the American Lung 
Association, Seamark Ranch and 
Special Olympics (Duval Coun-
ty).....Kudos to Connor Howell of 

Salt Creek and his frisbee team-
mates at Florida State University, 
who participated in The Big Event 
on March 24, volunteering at John 
G. Riley Elementary School in the 
French Town neighborhood of Tal-
lahassee. The Big Event, one of the 
largest, one-day student-run commu-
nity service projects in the nation, 
brings together more than 2,000 
college students from Florida State 
University, Florida A&M University 
and Tallahassee Community College 
to say “thank you” to the Tallahassee 
community.

Let’s recognize our 
kids’ achievements!

May is graduation time. Whether 
your child is graduating from high 
school or college, let us know so 
that we can honor him or her in our 
summer issue of Players Journal. 
Include the school name and any 

additional information, such as Honor Roll, Dean’s List and scholar-
ships or awards earned. Email the information to our Sawgrass Play-
ers Club Association communications chairman at irene.lombardo@
comcast.net and put Players Journal in the subject line. 

Dusk – avoid outdoor activity when mosquitoes are most actively feeding and flying. 
Dawn – avoid the outdoors when “the light is changing in the sky.” 
DEET– use personal repellents containing this effectively proven ingredient. 
Dress – cover exposed skin to block mosquitoes’ access to your bodies. 
Drain – dump standing water from pails, flowerpot saucers, old tires, toys and other artificial 
containers. 

All St. Johns County residents may contact the Anastasia Mosquito Control District 
if in need of a service request!

Service requests can be made on the website or by phone.

 471-3107           www.amcdsjc.org

5“The         D’s” 
of Mosquito Control

Remember

Photo courtesy Metro Creative
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Architectural Control 
Committee
By Ray Navidi, Chairman 

During the past year, the Architectural 
Control Committee (ACC) worked on 
several initiatives:

Fee and Deposit Schedule: The ACC 
revamped the fee and deposit sched-
ule. Fees are non-refundable and 
cover the inspection of the project, 
monitoring and processing of paper-
work. Deposits are fully or partially 
refundable and used to insure proper 
completion of work, repair of com-
mon property damage, and to cover 
fee cost for projects that go over the 
estimated construction length.

Two categories were developed for 
repair/addition/changes to homeowner 
properties. Category A, which has no 
fee or deposit requirement, is for rou-
tine items with minimal impact to the 
appearance of the property. Category 
B covers more substantial additions or 
new construction. 

Tree Removal: Two changes were 
implemented with respect to tree 
removal. One modification clarifies 
final jurisdiction for appeals, and the 
other adopts certified arborist recom-
mendation requirements for certain 
circumstances.

Post Natural Disaster Emergency 
Safety and Restoration Authoriza-
tion Procedures: In the aftermath 
of the past few storms, it became 
clear that a streamlined and efficient 
procedure was needed to cope with 
cleanup and damages. The committee 
developed Emergency Storm/Disas-
ter Restoration Procedures to allow 
homeowners to remove immediate 
threats and to secure their property 
expeditiously following a natural di-
saster. In most cases fees and deposits 
are waived for such work. 

The ACC meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 10 a.m. 
in the Marsh Landing Management 
Company office. Architectural Control 
Applications, a list of fee and deposit 
requirements, tree removal guide-

2017 Sawgrass Players Club Association Annual Report
lines and the new Emergency Storm/
Disaster Restoration Procedures are 
available online for your convenience 
at http://sawgrassplayersclub.org/saw-
grassplayersclub/sub_category_list.as
p?category=16&title=Architectural+C
ontrol.

Communications 
Committee
By Irene Lombardo, Chairman

The Communications Committee is 
responsible for both print and web 
communications. We work with the 
board of directors and Sawgrass Play-
ers Club property manager, Kristy 
Richland, in providing information to 
the community at large, such as the 
A1A gatehouse rebuild and updates on 
the proposal to develop a portion of 
The Oak Bridge Club.

Our regular communications vehicles 
include “Players Journal.” Published 
by Florida NewsLine, “Players Jour-
nal” is printed four times a year, 
providing updates on various projects 
and policies affecting all residents. 
“Players Journal” would not be pos-
sible without the help of our writers, 
including Carol Liittschwager and 
Barbara Prochaska, both of Oakbridge; 
Heather Schatz of Cypress Creek; and 
board liaison Bill Haley of Water Oak. 
“Players Journal” also includes Neigh-
borhood News and Players People fea-
tures. Subassociations and individual 
residents with news to share should 
send an email with the information to 
irene.lombardo@comcast.net. 

Our website, www.sawgrassplayer-
sclub.org, continues to gain traffic, 
both internal and external. We have 
approved logins for 1,153 residents. 
There were nearly 9,300 page views 
last month alone. The website is the 
place to go to get updated information, 
as well as needed forms, like architec-
tural review applications, the resident 
guide, current copies of “Players 
Journal” and the Sawgrass Players 
Club Women’s Association newsletter 
“Connect!” and more. If you have not 
already registered, you can go to the 
site to request a login.

Much of our communication is done 
through broadcast emails in conjunc-
tion with Kristy Richland. More than 
1,500 residents have provided emails. 
If you have not done so, you are miss-
ing out on a lot of information that 
is available to you. You can provide 
your email address when you request a 
website login account.

While not official arms of the master 
board, Sawgrass Players Club Home-
owners and the Sawgrass Players Club 
Women’s Association on Facebook are 
great venues for neighbors to support 
one another and learn about upcoming 
events. To join in the conversation, log 
in to Facebook and search for those 
pages.

The Communications Committee is 
always seeking homeowners with 
writing and design skills to join our 
committee. Contact Kristy Richland, 
at krichland@marshlanding.org if you 
would like to volunteer and help keep 
communications flowing.

Controlled Access 
Committee 
By Danny Cash, Chairman

The Controlled Access Committee 
(CAC) is responsible for gate access 
into Sawgrass Players Club. Annu-
ally more than one million vehicles 
gain access into our community. The 
staffing for this operation is contracted 
with First Coast Security Services, 
Inc.  

During 2017, CAC bid out the Con-
trolled Access service contract for the 
period Jan. 1, 2018, to Dec. 31, 2020. 
As a result of the process, the contract 
will remain with First Coast Security 
Services, Inc., and Ralph Sylvester 
will continue as the account manager. 

A major CAC project has been the 
A1A gatehouse replacement. The com-
mittee approved the design plan, and 
the board approved DOS Constructors 
as the low bidder for this project. The 
work began in November 2017 and 
is on schedule to meet the April 20 
project completion date. The tempo-
rary trailer was installed for the Access 

Control staff, who have done a great 
job during the construction project.

In 2017, the Traffic Hawk was re-
placed and the committee approved 
raised crosswalks at the Marriott/
Sawgrass Village and Alta Mar/Salt 
Creek intersections. A SafePace Radar 
sign was recently ordered and will be 
installed on Palmera Drive this month.

We are sad to report that co-chair Bill 
Morgan passed away recently and will 
be missed by the committee for his 
outstanding contributions to the Saw-
grass Players Club. Gerry Klingman 
will serve as the new co-chair.

Covenant Enforcement 
Committee 
By Kay Seitzinger, Chairman

The Covenant Enforcement Commit-
tee works with the subassociations and 
the board of directors to enforce com-
pliance with Sawgrass Players Club’s 
master association Covenants and Re-
strictions. The committee consists of 
12 resident members and 10 alternates 
who rotate as hearing officers. 

Florida law, effective July 1, 2015, 
requires master boards to impose fines 
for all master association citations. 
Residents can appeal these citations 
at master board meetings. They also 
can appeal any master board-imposed 
fine by attending a Covenant Violation 
Hearing. Hearings are scheduled for 
the third Tuesday of each month at 6 
p.m. in the Marsh Landing Manage-
ment conference room on the second 
floor. In 2017, total fines of adjudicat-
ed citations amounted to $9,755.

One hearing officer and three alter-
nates are needed for the committee. 
Please contact Kristy Richland at 
Marsh Landing Management Com-
pany at krichland@marshlanding.org 
if you wish to volunteer.

Finance Committee
By Maury Dettmer, Treasurer

Your assets are overseen by the 
Finance Committee and reviewed by 
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certified public accountants. Marsh 
Landing Management Company has 
financial specialists who ensure that 
all legal and accounting requirements 
are being complied with and a hands-
on property manager who constantly 
monitors the budgeted cash flow.

During the last year, all of the com-
mittees did an excellent job of pru-
dently managing your resources, 
while accomplishing significant goals 
involving extensive financial outlays. 
Nevertheless, significant changes in 
our financial position and manage-
ment of our budget have occurred over 
the last year, and they have not been 
favorable. As we are all aware, Mother 
Nature dealt us two active hurricane 
seasons in a row, which have reduced 
our emergency reserve fund by 50 
percent. We had established the fund 
several years ago with a goal of reach-
ing a reserve of $100,000. The balance 
is now around $40,000 due to cleanup 
expenses last year. 

Consequently, we have established 
a line of credit of approximately 
$240,000 so that we can promptly 
achieve normalcy in the event of an-
other storm. We are striving to re-fund 
the emergency reserve to get back to 
the $100,000 figure. This and other en-
hancements to our infrastructure have 
necessitated increases in dues  
for the last two years. They were  
much needed and, we believe, wise 
decisions.
Our goal has been to continue to  
fund improvements (i.e., the A1A 
gatehouse, Players Park, Players  
Pool, etc.), since they help maintain 
the value and enjoyability of our  
community.

Landscape Committee
By Carole McManus, Chairman

The Landscape Committee has had 
a busy past eight months. With the 
September arrival of Hurricane Irma, 
Precision Turf, our onsite landscapers, 
along with the aid of Tree Masters, 
were at work dealing with debris and 
fallen trees. In addition, the ongoing 
pine beetle disease took out more of 
our treed landscape. 
The extreme weather during the winter 
with low temperatures took out some 
of our planted areas. Given these 
natural forces, the Landscape Commit-

tee, with the help of Trey Lineberger 
of Precision Turf, looked to select re-
placements that would be better suited 
for our Northeast Florida zone and add 
interest, more color and overall conti-
nuity in our landscape, while working 
within our budget.
Following are highlights of the 
Landscape Committee’s work:

• Flowering trees were incorporated 
to replace downed and diseased trees: 
Saucer Magnolias, Chinese Fringe, 
Cassia and Red Buds.

• Drainage issues affecting landscape 
areas throughout the Players Club 
common areas were corrected. Curbs 
in targeted areas have been installed.

• Two bridges along PGA TOUR Bou-
levard have new plantings to maintain 
consistency. Additional new plant 
shrubbery has been incorporated in 
common area beds.

• The island between Vicar’s Landing 
and Water Oak will have a new design 
complimented with a Sylvester Ro-
busto Palm.

• The committee is addressing chang-
ing landscape needs for March of next 
year due to the 2019 date change for 
THE PLAYERS Championship.

• The committee provided input for 
the landscape at the new A1A gate-
house.

• In February, quarterly landscape 
meetings were resumed with represen-
tatives from Sawgrass Players Club 
subassociations. Trey Lineberger of 
Precision Turf was the speaker for our 
first meeting with the focus on “The 
State of Players Club Landscape.” 
Subassociations that have representa-
tives participating in these quarterly 
meetings include Bermuda Court, 
Bridgewater Island, Cypress Bridge, 
Cypress Creek, Hammock Cove, 
Oakbridge, Players Club Villas, Salt 
Creek, Sawgrass Island, Seven Mile 
Drive, Turtleback Crossing, Water 
Oak, and Water’s Edge. 

The Landscape Committee meets once 
a month. The volunteer members in-
clude Fran Davey, Bridgewater Island; 
Brian Vahey, Marriott Resort; Joanie 
Ewalt, Oakbridge; Carole McManus, 
Salt Creek; Joella Baird, Seven Mile 
Drive; and Fay Barkan, Water Oak. 

The committee has the added exper-
tise from Trey Lineberger, Precision 
Turf; and Kristy Richland and Hollie 
Hoover from Marsh Landing Manage-
ment.

Recreation Facilities 
Committee
By Pat Gilberto, Chairman

The Recreation Facilities Commit-
tee is responsible for enhancing and 
maintaining Sawgrass Players Club 
recreational facilities, including Play-
ers Park on Alta Mar Drive and Play-
ers Pool located in The Coves. The 
committee works in conjunction with 
the Landscape and Operations, Main-
tenance and Waterways committees 
as part of this effort. For example, in 
mid-May, the Landscape Committee 
plans to re-sod the soccer field. 

In addition, the Recreation Facilities 
Committee organizes various events 
at Players Park during the year. Since 
last spring three events have been held 
— Spring Fling (April), Flicks in the 
Field (October) and Winterfest (mid-
February of this year). A combined 
total of more than 1,000 residents and 
their families and friends attended 
these events. 

The committee is always looking to 
provide enhancements to each facil-
ity whenever funds become available. 
To that end, in 2017 the pavilion at 
Players Park had a major redo with 
new pavers, wrap-around Hardie 
board, electric outlets, and an enclosed 
ceiling that includes new lighting and 
fans. At Players Pool, the bathroom 
doors are now secured with locks and 
are accessible with the same access 
cards used at Players Park bathrooms. 
Funds for these improvements came 
from the semiannual assessments 
charged to all residents. 

As we move forward, the committee is 
looking to take a new tact as we con-
sider large community gatherings that 
will make better use of our two beauti-
ful resources — our park and pool. As 
you can see elsewhere in this edition 
of “Players Journal,” we are sponsor-
ing a Fun-4-All Golf Festival & BBQ 
hosted by The Oak Bridge Club. The 
event is scheduled for Friday, June 15 
and will be a fundraiser for the Recre-
ation Facilities Committee as we strive 

to gather enough resources to hire a 
park design consultant to help deter-
mine what the look and use of our 
venues will be in the future. This event 
will not be a golf outing in the usual 
sense. The less you play and/or know 
about golf the better! It is designed for 
all ages — grandparents, grandkids, 
and all generations in between. So 
check out the announcement and sign 
up you and yours.

Another new tact under consideration 
is the sponsorship of a 5K Winter Run 
within our gates that would be held in 
late January of next year. Such a ven-
ture would require tremendous inter-
est and support from the community. 
We are trying to determine potential 
interest, and you are being asked to 
email Kristy Richland now if you and/
or your family members and friends 
would be interested in participating as 
a runner or volunteer. The entry fee for 
this event will be $25 per runner.

I would like to thank the members of 
the committee — Irene Lombardo, Mo 
Binaco, Jessica Graham, Mike Miles, 
and Maury Dettmer — for the work 
they put forth in the past year to make 
our ventures a success. In addition, the 
support, insight and collegiality pro-
vided by Marsh Landing Management 
staff — Kristy Richland and Hollie 
Hoover — is greatly appreciated.

Lastly, the Recreation Facilities Com-
mittee is looking for additional mem-
bers as well as a large number of vol-
unteers to help on the days leading up 
to our events. This is your invitation 
to help. Please join us; and remember 
you cannot say you were not asked.

Operations, 
Maintenance and 
Waterways Committee
By Carl Crist, Chairman

The Operations, Maintenance and 
Waterways Committee (OMW) is 
charged with overseeing the care and 
maintenance of Sawgrass Players Club 
facilities, such as waterways, roads, 
sidewalks, light fixtures, buildings, 
signage and the stormwater pump-
ing system. The OMW is dedicated 

Annual Report  cont. on pg. 14
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to maintaining the community in the 
most efficient manner possible.

Pump Stations: With Hurricane Irma 
following 12 months after Hurricane 
Matthew, the performance of our 
stormwater management system was 
once again tested. The pump stations 

were severely challenged, experi-
encing 18 inches of rain over the 
course of three days from Irma and 
a Nor’easter that preceded Irma. By 
comparison, Matthew produced about 
13 inches of rain, the equivalent of a 
100-year storm, while Irma’s produc-

tion was the equivalent of a 200-year 
storm. This was the highest amount of 
rainfall that has ever been recorded in 
Ponte Vedra.
The Ad Hoc committee that was initi-
ated after Hurricane Matthew contin-
ued its work to determine the weak-

See accompanying notes to the financial statements.  Page 3. 
  

THE SAWGRASS PLAYERS CLUB ASSOCIATION, INC.
At December 31, 2017  

 
Balance Sheet

 
Operating Replacement

Fund Fund Total
Assets

Current assets:
Cash and cash equivalents:

Unrestricted $274,356 $274,356
Restricted 65,700 65,700
Designated $529,088 529,088

Total cash and cash equivalents 340,056 529,088 869,144

Investments, short-term 349,611 349,611
Fees and assessments receivable, 

less allowance for uncollectible
accounts of $22,750 31,711 31,711

Other receivables 118,567 118,567
Prepaid expenses 3,330 3,330
Prepaid insurance 11,758 11,758

Total current assets 505,422 878,699 1,384,121

Utility deposits 3,015 3,015

Total assets $508,437 $878,699 $1,387,136

 Liabilities and Fund Balances

Current liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued expenses $94,288 $13,277 $107,565
Prepaid fees and assessments 188,401 188,401
Refundable deposits 65,700 65,700

Total current liabilities 348,389 13,277 361,666

Fund balances 160,048 865,422 1,025,470

$508,437 $878,699 $1,387,136Total liabilities and fund balances
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

nesses in our system and measures to 
resolve them. Paul Rushton has done a 
superlative job in chairing this com-
mittee that includes representatives 
from the TPC and OMW. A partial list 
of the main issues and measures taken 
and being taken are as follows:

• Installed a small propane-powered 
generator at each pump station to 
provide power for lighting and ven-
tilation; installed special ducting to 
relieve the diesel engines of radiator 
heat.

• Installed new flapper gates on the 
pump discharging piping to eliminate 
back flow during the hurricane high 
tides.

• Model studies indicated the benefits 
of a more aggressive pre-drawdown 
upon the prediction of being in a hur-
ricane’s path. Drawdowns of 24 to 
30 inches in the main waterways are 
planned in the future. In waterways 
above dams, such as Oakbridge, Salt 
Creek, Water Oak, and Lakeside, to 
name a few, the existing weirs are 
being modified to allow for a 12-inch 
draw in those areas. The improved 
weir constructions are to be completed 
in spring 2018.

• The St. Johns Water Management 
District permit is limiting our pump 
house discharge capacity. We are 
seeking an increase in the permitted 
discharge limits so that we can run all 
pumps at full speed during heavy hur-
ricane rainfall.

• The reoccurrence of bearing failures 
that has plagued the pumps is believed 
to have been resolved. All pumps will 
have a new bronze bushing in place 
of the rubber cutlass bearing installed 
before the 2018 hurricane season.

• We have changed diesel engine ser-
vice vendors. The diesel engines have 
just had a complete inspection that is 
far more detailed than in the past. As 
such and in order to improve diesel re-
liability, the radiators will be cleaned, 
new batteries installed, the fuel tanks 
and fuel lines will be cleaned, belts 
and hoses will be changed and the 
engines will be exercised on a more 
regular basis.

• A major unknown in the past two 
hurricanes has been not knowing how 
many hours that our pump operator/
technician must be away from the 

Annual Report  cont. from pg. 13
Note: Full financials are available on written request to Marsh Landing Management Company.
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Lock your car doors! 

We continue to be informed by the 
St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office 
(SJSO) that unlocked cars parked in 
the driveway or in front of a home 
overnight are the cars most likely to 
be burglarized. This is true through-
out St. Johns County. 

While we live in a gated community, 
we are not immune to crime. We en-
courage everyone to park inside the 
garage at night; but when you need 
to park outside, lock your car. We 
are unaware of a locked car parked 
outside overnight being burglarized 
in Sawgrass Players Club. In addi-
tion, remove or place out of view any 
valuables inside your car when it is 
not in your garage. 

If your car is unlocked and burglar-
ized while parked outside, it is still 
considered a crime. You should con-
tact SJSO at (904) 824-8304 to file a 
police report.

Bicyclists Take Note!
Safety is everyone’s  
concern.
Bicycles driven at or in excess 
of 15 mph must be driven on 
the roadway.
When driven less than 15 mph, 
bicycles are permitted on Saw-
grass Players Club sidewalks; 
however, pedestrians always 
have the right of way.
Additionally, when coming 
up behind a walker or runner, 
bicyclists should give warning 
to those individuals on foot to 
avoid an accident.A reminder from the 

Sawgrass Players Club Association

pump stations due to the required 
evacuation for safety reasons. During 
Irma this absence was for approxi-
mately five hours, and the committee 
is rightly concerned if the absent hours 
become 12 to 24 hours. The OMW 
has recommended the installation of 
diesel electric generators as a redun-
dant driver for the pump house electric 
motors and eliminating total reliance 
on Beaches Energy System electricity. 
Funding these improvements is pend-
ing further review. These generators 
will give the stormwater management 
system another level of protection as 
the generator could be activated prior 
to abandoning the pump stations.

While our pump stations and their 
discharge capabilities are not expected 
to be able to handle the intense rains 
and high storm tidal surges that can 
accompany all Category 1 – 5 tropical 
storms, OMW is committed to doing 
all that is possible to minimize or deter 
completely storm-water damage dur-
ing these much unwanted events.

Drainage Improvements:

• The swale has been regraded and 
new sod installed at the intersection of 
Alta Mar Drive and Salt Creek Drive. 
Also the stormwater piping was re-
placed and a concrete drive installed to 
the St. Johns County utility station.

• The St. Johns County utility drive at 
Palmera Drive was rebuilt, along with 
drainage improvements that included 
the installation of piping and filling 
in a ditch across the street. This was a 
joint project with St. Johns County.
Swales were regraded and new sod 

installed at Palmera Drive/Ancilla 
Court, Palmera Drive/Nautilus Court 
and PGA TOUR Boulevard/Sawgrass 
Village Drive.

• The swale at Alta Mar Drive and 
Cypress Creek Drive was regraded 
and new sod installed, and a drainage 
pump discharge pipe was extended 
along the sidewalk to the storm pipe 
under the sidewalk to eliminate the 
water discharge in the swale. 

Waterway Quality:

There has been a significant reduc-
tion in the depth of the muck on the 
bottom of our waterways as a result of 
the introduction of the bio-enzymes 
water treatment several years back to 
reduce algae and increase the clarity of 
the water. While the reduction can be 
measured only in inches, the reduction 
is significant in that a status quo ap-
pears to be within our grasp. This will 
equate to many dollars saved in the 
years ahead in that expensive dredging 
should be eliminated to maintain our 
waterways in a manner to provide pro-
tection from stormwater flooding. The 
clarity of our waterways, however, 
has improved substantially since the 
bio-enzymes were introduced several 
years ago. 

A program has been initiated with 
Clear Waters, our aquatic maintenance 
vendor, to further control the growth 
of eel grass that has invaded our wa-
terways. It was estimated last summer 
that approximately 12 acres are most 
impacted by the eelgrass. Three appli-
cations of a special aquatic herbicide 
will be applied in 2018 (spring, sum-

mer and fall) that will, we hope, keep 
this invasive plant from spreading.

Miscellaneous Projects:

• The PGA TOUR Boulevard entrance 
and exit lanes have been improved 
with the addition of concrete curbing 
and additional lighting.

• Concrete curbing and additional 
LED lighting has been installed at the 
Marriott and Sawgrass Village (SGV) 
entrance driveways. This was a joint 
project partnered with the Marriott and 
SGV with costs shared three ways.

• The phase one roadway restriping 
project was completed at PGA TOUR 
Boulevard, Players Club Villas Drive 
and Hammock Cove Drive.

• New concrete curbing and a wood 
bulkhead were installed at Salt Creek 
Drive at the vehicular bridge.

• The vehicular bridges on Players 
Club Villas Drive and Alta Mar Drive 
have been painted and new lighting 
has been installed.

Upcoming 2018 Projects:

• Additional drainage improvement 
projects will include the swale on Alta 
Mar Drive at Loggerhead Lane; the 
ditch on Cypress Creek Drive at the 
intersection with Alta Mar Drive; the 
swale on PGA TOUR Boulevard north 
of Seven Mile Drive; the swale on 
both sides of PGA TOUR Boulevard 
at the sidewalk bridge near Cypress 
Bridge Drive.

• Complete Phase Two of the roadway 
restriping project at Alta Mar Drive, 

Salt Creek Drive and Palmera Drive. 

Committee members include Carl 
Crist, chairman; Paul Rushton, co-
chairman; Morris Binaco; Len Elikan; 
John Flynn, Board Liaison; Michael 
Fitzgerald; Jeff Plotts; and Marc 
Stearns.

Security is available 24/7

If you have a security issue, a First Coast 
Security patrol officer is always on duty.

 
Call (904) 370-4875

A link to a complete list of important 
phone numbers can be found on the 
resident home page of our website,

www.sawgrassplayersclub.org, under
the Events calendar, as well as in your 
Property Owner and Resident Guide. 
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LIFE IS EXPANDING AT FLEET LANDING.
Introducing our newest neighborhood,
Beacon Pointe at Fleet Landing.

One Fleet Landing Boulevard | Atlantic Beach, FL 32233

To learn more about our vibrant and welcoming 
retirement community, visit www.fleetlanding.com  
or call 904.701.0621. Ask about scheduling a personal 
appointment at our new sales center.

Now taking reservations for these luxury apartment homes. 

SAW 18-88145


