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Oak Bridge Club  cont. on pg. 2

This is my first article as your master 
board president. I have big shoes to fill 
after Gerry Klingman, our outgoing 
president. Completing a distinguished 
service to our community, Gerry is 
leaving a lasting legacy and will be 
greatly missed. Among other things, 
his tireless efforts in securing funding 
culminated in the beautiful gatehouse 
that will always be remembered as the 
“Kingman’s Taj Mahal!” I also want to 
acknowledge the outstanding contribu-
tions of John Flynn, the outgoing vice 
president, who served our community 
for many years.

My vision for the future is to continue 
the great work of my predecessors. As a 
civil engineer, my primary focus will be 
continuing improvements to our aging 
infrastructure, ensuring safety and qual-
ity of life for our residents.

Quite a bit has been accomplished 
since the last edition of Players Jour-
nal. Most importantly, we had a great 
outcome in the unanimous approval of 
the Oak Bridge Development Agree-
ment by the St. Johns County Board 
of County Commissioners. This final 
measure avoided closure of the golf 
course and the resulting devastating 
impact on our home values. 

As we are at the beginning of the hur-
ricane season, I know you are wonder-
ing about the state of our protection 
system. A great deal has been done to 
upgrade the reliability of our pump-
ing stations to ensure proper operation 
before and during a storm event. We 
are considering an additional backup 
system to add to our existing sys-
tem, which will require funding. (See 
“Backup diesel engines are ready for 
hurricanes” on page 5.) We will provide 
additional information as soon as it is 
available.

In closing, I am committed to com-
plete transparency and inclusiveness 
and urge you to reach out and tell me 
your concerns and ideas for making our 
community a better place to live. 

A lawsuit has been filed against St. Johns 
County and Alta Mar Holdings, LLC, 
owner of the Oak Bridge Club. The suit 
seeks to overturn the St. Johns County 
Board of County Commissioners’ unani-
mous decision on May 15, 2018, to 
approve Alta Mar’s proposed development 
plan for 40-acres of the golf course. Nei-
ther the Sawgrass Players Club Associa-
tion nor its board is named in the suit; 
however, as a result of the suit, the plan 
for commercial and age-restricted devel-
opment on the parcel of the golf course 
abutting A1A is now on hold. 

Last year, Sawgrass Players Club home-
owners voted to remove restrictions on 
the golf course, paving the way for the 
proposed plans, which are based on a De-

Oak Bridge Club development plan hits a snag 
By William J. Haley

velopment Agreement we negotiated with 
Alta Mar Holdings. Our Development 
Agreement goes into effect only when a 
sale is successfully completed, triggering 
the release of $2 million of sale proceeds 
to be used for renovating the remain-
ing 12-holes of the golf course. Vicar’s 
Landing continues to be one of the parties 
interested in developing the land to create 
a new age-restricted campus as a comple-
ment to its existing facilities. 

County approval was needed in order for 
Alta Mar Holdings to sell the subject land. 
Representatives from Sawgrass Players 
Club, Vicar’s Landing and the Cultural 
Center attended the spirited May 15 

Community service is a way of life for 
new Master Board Director T. J. Welsh. 
Recently elected to the Master Board 
of the Sawgrass Players Club, he is also 
starting his sixth year as president of the 
Salt Creek subassociation. In fact, service 
is a family priority for the Welshes: his 
wife Susan preceded him as president of 
the Salt Creek subassociation for 10 years. 
She also served on the Salt Creek ARB for 
22 years.

T. J. Welsh said he felt compelled to serve 
on the Master Board due to the Oak 
Bridge golf course issue. He had served 
on the Focus Group in advance of the 
homeowners 
association’s vote 
in favor of the 12-
hole golf course, 
but with no one 
at the time on 
the Master Board 
from Salt Creek, 
decided to con-
tinue his service 
there.

“The front nine 
holes of the proposed 12-hole golf course 
run through Salt Creek,” Welsh said. “I 
felt it was important to have someone 

Meet T.J. Welsh, new Master Board Director
By Martie Thompson

Board member spotlight

from Salt Creek on the master 
board.”

Welsh feels that the Focus 
Group, made up of members 
from each of the community’s 
subassociations, allowed home-
owners to feel more a part of 
the process as opposed to the 
Master Board’s Ad Hoc committee, which 
was tasked with finding the best outcome 
for the Players Club as a whole. 

“The focus group held Town Hall meet-
ings and were able to feed ideas up to the 
Ad Hoc committee,” Welsh said.

Going forward as 
a Master Board 
director, Welsh 
plans to continue 
monitoring the 
Oak Bridge situa-
tion “until shovels 
are actually in 
the ground.” He 
said he is a huge 
believer in being 
fiscally responsible 

and points out that the Salt Creek subas-
sociation takes great pride in being very 
conservative. He points to the fact that 
the subassociation has not asked home-

owners for assessment increases except for 
one time in five years, while the Master 
Board has had to make more frequent 
requests.

“I think we [the Master Board] need to 
do a better job at forecasting and budget-
ing, realizing that hurricanes can certainly 
throw everything out of whack,” Welsh 
said.

The Welshes have lived in Salt Creek for 
26 years, buying the first home built in 
Salt Creek out of bankruptcy from a for-
mer pro golfer who had lost his tour card. 
Welsh said he and Susan are well known 
in the neighborhood because of their two 
large Great Pyrenees dogs, Kona and Kala. 
They also share their home with a sheltie, 
Dudley, and a Himalayan cat, Clancy.

“Pet hair is a condiment at our house,” 
Welsh joked.

Photos courtesy T. J. Welsh
T.J. Welsh with his Great Pyrenees dogs.

T.J. and Susan Welsh

Board member spotlight  cont. on pg. 11
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The PGA TOUR has assembled one of the finest golf 
instruction teams in the game at the famed TPC Sawgrass 

facility located in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. Led by  
top-ranked golf instructor, Todd Anderson, expert 

instructors will begin with a complete assessment and 
develop a plan to quickly improve all facets of your game.

LEARN MORE 
 TOURPERFORMANCECENTER.COM 

(904) 280-2452

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE

Board of County Commissioners’ meet-
ing in support of Alta Mar’s plan, while 
representatives from the Hidden Oaks 
neighborhood and some local businesses 
were there to oppose it. Many of the is-
sues the opposition raised at the meeting 
were similar to what the Sawgrass Players 
Club homeowners’ ad hoc committee 
considered in its own deliberations with 
Alta Mar, including sightlines, setbacks, 
landscaping and building heights. The 
Development Agreement signed by our 
homeowner association includes new 
long-term land use restrictions, setback 
and landscaping provisions, architectural 
reviews and water management oversight. 

One significant change from our Develop-
ment Agreement, which Alta Mar Hold-
ings conceded at the meeting, is a further 
15 percent reduction in density from 330 
to 280 units. A summary of the new Mas-
ter Development Plan is now available on 
the Sawgrass Players Club website, as well 

as revised maps of the project.

The delay that the lawsuit will cause is un-
certain. At a minimum, Alta Mar Hold-
ings has estimated a nine- to 12-month 
delay. A more protracted delay could 
potentially nullify the Sawgrass Play-
ers Club community vote, the escrowed 
Development Agreement and the County 
Commissioners’ approval. The potential 
impact could result in the permanent clo-
sure of the golf course and could reopen 
the uncertainty of future development. 

We will continue to keep you abreast of 
developments as we learn of them. To re-
ceive updates by email, please ensure that 
we have your current address. You can add 
or change your email information by go-
ing to our website at www.sawgrassplayer-
sclub.org. Information will also be posted 
on the resident home page of our website 
under “Oak Bridge Club News.”

Oak Bridge Club  cont. from pg. 1

Semiannual assessments for the master association were due July 1 with a 30-day 
grace period. If you have not yet sent in your payment, make sure you mail it in to 
be received by July 30 to avoid receiving a penalty fee. 

If you have not received an assessment bill, please contact Pam Rogers, 
progers@marshlanding.org.

Semiannual assessments due

Sawgrass Players Club 
Association
Board of Directors 2018

President
Ray Navidi
navidi@att.net
Vice President
Danny Cash
dannycash23@att.net
Treasurer
Maurice Dettmer
mldett@juno.com
Secretary 
Bill Haley
bill@wjhaley.com
Director/Class C Member (Marriott)
Brian Vahey
brian.vahey@marriott.com
Director
Daniel MacDonald
macdpvb@comcast.net
Director
Mo Binaco
Director
Debbie McWade
Director
T.J. Welsh

Lock your car doors! 
We continue to be informed by the 
St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office 
(SJSO) that unlocked cars parked in 
the driveway or in front of a home 
overnight are the cars most likely to 
be burglarized. This is true through-
out St. Johns County. 

While we live in a gated community, 
we are not immune to crime. We en-
courage everyone to park inside the 
garage at night; but when you need 
to park outside, lock your car. We 
are unaware of a locked car parked 
outside overnight being burglarized 
in Sawgrass Players Club. In addi-
tion, remove or place out of view any 
valuables inside your car when it is 
not in your garage. 

If your car is unlocked and burglar-
ized while parked outside, it is still 
considered a crime. You should con-
tact SJSO at (904) 824-8304 to file a 
police report.
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The Sawgrass Players 
Club Homeowners 
group page is the 

place for residents to connect with 
what’s going on in Sawgrass and 
with each other. Whether you are 
looking for a good plumber, need 
a babysitter or have questions 
about your neighborhood, group 
members can help.
Join us!

Join the Facebook  
SPC Homeowners site

@TheFloridaNewsLine

At the annual meeting held May 24, 
members elected Morris (Mo) Binaco 
of Hammock Cove, Debbie McWade of 
Bridgewater Island, and T.J. Welsh of Salt 
Creek to the Sawgrass Players Club board 
of directors. Each will serve a three-year 
term.

Chairmen of the various committees 
that serve homeowners gave presenta-
tions about achievements of the past year 
and answered questions from meet-
ing attendees. Among the speakers was 
Carl Crist, chairman of the Operations, 
Maintenance and Waterways Committee 
(OM&W). He discussed the work being 
done with regard to hurricane prepared-

ness and updates made to equipment as a 
result of the two major storms, Matthew 
and Irma, that hit the area in consecu-
tive years. He also discussed drainage 
improvements and waterway quality, 
including the problem of eelgrass. (See 
article about eelgrass and algae on p.11) 
Crist noted that OM&W is raising two 
weirs in Bermuda Dam by six inches so 
that the bioenzymes can work against the 
muck in Oakbridge canals.

Maury Dettmer, treasurer, gave an over-
view of the master association’s financial 
picture. He reported that the depletion of 
emergency reserves caused by hurricanes 
Matthew and Irma has put a strain on 

Annual meeting provides homeowners with updates
By Irene Lombardo

New officers, committee chairs, liaisons appointed
By Barbara Prochaska

Following the annual homeowners meet-
ing on May 24, the board of directors 
held an organizational meeting and 
elected the following officers for the 
2018-2019 term:

President: Ray Navidi of Turtleback 
Crossing

Vice President: Danny Cash of Seven 
Mile Drive

Treasurer: Maury Dettmer of Cypress 
Creek

Secretary: Bill Haley of Water Oak

The other current board members are 
Brian Vahey from the Sawgrass Mar-
riott, which is a class C member, Daniel 
MacDonald of Vicker’s Landing, and the 
three newly elected directors, Mo Binaco 
of Hammock Cove, Debbie McWade 
of Bridgewater Island, and T.J. Welsh of 
Salt Creek.

The board of directors relies heavily on 
the work and recommendations of the 
association’s various standing commit-
tees. Each year the board re-appoints the 
committees, their chairmen and board 
liaisons. Listed below are the committee 
chairmanships and board liaisons con-
firmed at the June 28 board of directors 
meeting:

Architectural Control: Ray Navidi, 
Chair and Board Liaison.

Controlled Access: Gerry Klingman, 
Chair; Bill Garrett, Co-chair; Danny 
Cash, Board Liaison.

Civic Liaison: Daniel MacDonald, 
Chair; T.J. Welsh, Board Liaison.

Communications: Irene Lombardo, 
Chair; Bill Haley, Board Liaison.

Covenant Enforcement: Kay Seitzinger, 
Chair.

Finance: George Parnaby, Chair; Maury 
Dettmer, Board Liaison.

Landscape: Carol McManus, Chair; 
Brian Vahey, Board Liaison.

Operations, Maintenance & Water-
ways: Carl Crist, Chair; Paul Rushton, 
Co-chair; Mo Binaco, Board Liaison.

Recreation: Pat Gilberto, Chair; Debbie 
McWade, Board Liaison. 

Ad hoc committees: The board may es-
tablish ad hoc committees to fulfill needs 
or address issues separate from standing 
committees. These committees and chairs 
are also appointed by the board. The 
current ad hoc committee chairs are as 
follows:

Oak Bridge Transition: Ray Navidi, 
Chair

The Development Agreement executed 
May 25, 2017, goes into effect upon the 
sale of The Oak Bridge Club property. 
This committee will remain engaged 
throughout the process.

Tropical Storm Ad Hoc Committee: 
Paul Rushton, Chair. 

This committee continues to work on 
implementation of solutions based on 
lessons learned from the past two hur-
ricanes.

Gatehouse & Community Enhance-
ment: Gerry Klingman, Chair

The board wishes to thank all residents 
who have given their time and efforts to 
our community by serving on these com-
mittees. 

finances, and that the various committees 
have done a good job in keeping down 
costs. (See article on finances on p.11)

Dan Cash, Controlled Access Committee 
chair, discussed work done on the A1A 
gatehouse and urged residents to contact 
Security’s direct patrol officer at (904) 
370-4875 if they see suspicious activity.

Filling in for Recreation Facilities Com-
mittee chair Pat Gilberto, Mo Binaco 
outlined work that was completed on 
the Players Park pavilion, discussed the 
committee’s plan to hire a park planner 
to help design future enhancements, and 
promoted upcoming sponsored events.

Looking for volunteers
Several committees are in need of 
volunteers:

The Civic Liaison Committee moni-
tors local and county issues that have 
a potential impact on Sawgrass Play-
ers Club properties and recommends 
board action, if needed, in support of 
or opposition to those issues. The com-
mittee meets on an as-needed basis.

The Covenant Enforcement Commit-
tee is in need of volunteers to serve 
as a hearing officer or alternate. The 
committee hears appeals from residents 
who wish to protest fines issued by the 
master board of directors for failure 
to comply with the Covenants and 
Restrictions of the Sawgrass Players 
Club. The committee is comprised of 
12 homeowners who rotate as officers 
for citation hearings. Alternates fill in 
when a hearing officer is unavailable to 
meet. Hearings are scheduled for the 
third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. 
in the upstairs Conference Room of 
Marsh Landing Management at 4200 
Marsh Landing Blvd., Suite #200, 
Jacksonville Beach.

Please contact Kristy Richland at 
krichland@marshlanding.org if you are 
interested in serving on one of these or 
any other committee.
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Follow security protocol 
By Barbara Prochaska

We all know what to do when we see 
an ambulance, police car or fire truck 
quickly approaching behind us with 
their lights and sirens on. We pull over 
to the right. 

Did you know you also need to pull 
over when you see a First Coast Security 
vehicle on our community roadways 
with their lights flashing? When you 
see this, please pull over as soon and as 
safely as you can. It is a rare occurrence, 
but it means they are responding to an 
emergency somewhere within Sawgrass 
Players Club. We want them to reach 
whoever is in need as quickly as possible.

It is also important for residents to know 
who to contact in an emergency or when 
they have security and community access 
concerns. In an emergency, always call 
911. 

For security issues, contact our access 
control company, First Coast Security 
(FCS), not Marsh Landing Management 
Company. FCS is under contract with 
the Sawgrass Players Club Association, 
but our property management company 

does not manage them. FCS has its 
own account manager and supervisor, 
Ralph Sylvester. You will get the quickest 
response if you contact Ralph Sylvester 
directly to report an incident that has 
already occurred, such as gate access or 
guest issues. 

Additionally, FCS has a roving patrol 
officer who should be contacted to 
report incidents on our roadways that 
are actively occurring, such as children 
recklessly driving golf carts. If you feel 
roving patrol has not responded to your 
requests, contact Ralph Sylvester.

FCS CONTACT INFORMATION 
Ralph Sylvester, 

Account Manager/Supervisor
First Coast Security 

rsylvester@fcssfl.com
(904) 370-4883

First Coast Security Roving Patrol
(904) 370-4875

PlayersPlayersPlayersJournal
www.sawgrassplayersclub.org

999 CROSSWATER PKWY. | PONTE VEDRA, FL 32081 | 904.596.0880 | StarlingLiving.com/Nocatee | Assisted Living Facility #13109

LIMITED SPACE IS AVAILABLE. DON’T MISS OUT ON 
THE NEW STANDARD OF SENIOR LIVING.

Welcome to Starling. Welcome Home.
Located in the heart of Nocatee, Starling at Nocatee is an oasis of luxury, offering multiple lifestyles 
in an exceptional environment. Our Concierge Living, Assisted Living, and Memory Care lifestyles are 
all tailored to provide the appropriate care and services to match each resident’s capabilities and needs.

Amenities and benefits include:

• Gourmet chef prepared dishes served across multiple venues including our elegant, full-service 
dining room, casual bistro and bar, and outdoor patio overlooking an expansive lakefront courtyard

• Expansive wellness offerings including spa, salon and massage services, state-of-the-art fitness 
equipment, professional therapy and rehab services, a visiting physician’s suite, and 24/7 care

• Unmatched engagement opportunities and amenities featuring an art studio, activities room,  
media center, library, walking trails, and gardening areas

• Access to all of Nocatee’s world-class amenities

NOW OPEN!
Call  today to schedule a complimentary  

lunch and tour 904.596.0880

No “Buy-In” Fee Required

Who is in your driver’s seat? We hope 
it’s you or another licensed driver. If not, 
stop that cart!

Even if your 15-year-old is able and 
“really careful,” he or she is not a legal 
driver. And even if the kid has a learner’s 
permit, a licensed driver must be in the 
golf cart.

First Coast Security officers are on sum-
mer alert for traffic violations. A citation 
in the mail and possible revocation of 
the vehicle’s use is probably not on your 
vacation list.

Refresh your memory of golf cart re-
quirements: Brakes, brake lights, reliable 

Golf cart owners beware!
By Carol Liittschwager

steering, safe tires, rear view mirror, front 
and rear red reflectors, and nighttime 
head and tail lights. And everyone must 
be seated.

Happy Summer!
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With the hurricane season upon us, all 
eyes are on the stormwater manage-
ment system that keeps our properties 
from flooding during a weather-related 
event. The Operations, Maintenance and 
Waterways Committee (OM&W) and 
its subcommittee, the Tropical Storm 
Task Force, have made changes to pro-
tocol and improvements to the system 
that helped our community manage a 
250-year storm like Irma. They continue 
to look at ways to further improve our 
stormwater management capabilities and 
ensure backup systems are in place.

Loss of 
electricity 
is a major 
issue during 
a hurri-
cane. We 
need diesel 
engines to 
drive the 
pumps at 
our two 
pump sta-
tions when 
electricity 
goes out. 
OM&W 
has focused 
attention on ensuring the diesel engines 
are ready for any potential storm this 
season.

OM&W member Marc Stearns noted, 
“We thoroughly cleaned the engine fuel 
systems, including cleaning the main fuel 
tanks to remove all sediment and algae 
buildup, scrubbed the fuel supply we 
had, replaced the fuel hoses on all four 
engines, replaced the Raycor fuel filters 
as well as the housings, which were seri-
ously fouled.”

Stearns also said they are upgrading the 
ratchet jacks that move each diesel en-
gine into place to drive the pumps.

In cleaning the four radiators, OM&W 
found that three were corroded enough 
that they could not be saved and new 
ones were purchased. A leak was sub-
sequently found in the fourth radiator, 
which was patched. OM&W is in the 
process of determining whether to re-
core the radiator or replace it. 

Overheating has been an issue with the 
diesel engines in the past, which has 
caused them to shut down.

“We installed new cooling hoses and 
replaced the coolant in all four engines,” 
Stearns said. They also installed fiberglass 
blanket wrapping/lagging on the exhaust 
systems of all four engines “to reduce 

Backup diesel engines are ready 
for hurricanes
By Irene Lombardo

the machinery room temperatures and 
noise,” he said.

As part of normal maintenance, the oil, 
oil and air filters and belts have been 
changed. Ring Power has been brought 
in as the diesel mechanic vendor, and 
OM&W set up a Preventive Mainte-
nance Program with them. 

“Our technician runs each engine at least 
weekly for approximately 30 minutes and 
at least 30 minutes each month under 
load,” Stearns said, “and performs a host 
of electronic data recordings, such as 

tempera-
tures, fuel 
and oil 
checks, 
belt con-
ditions, 
greasing 
and lu-
brication, 
etc. This 
electronic 
PM log 
will be re-
viewed by 
OM&W 
on a 
regular 

basis as an accountability check. The log 
also includes such longer-term items as 
battery replacements, fuel tank clean-
ing, minor and major overhauls of the 
engines, etc.”

OM&W chairman Carl Crist told at-
tendees at the annual meeting in May 
that the committee is recommending 
the installation of diesel-electric genera-
tors as a redundant driver for the pump 
house electric motors as an extra layer of 
protection. These units consist of a diesel 
engine driving an electric generator.

“The unit would generate the electric-
ity that would then drive the existing 
electric drive motors we currently have at 
each pump station in the event of a loss 
of main power during a storm,” Stearns 
said.

A mandatory evacuation could leave the 
pump station unattended for as many 
as 12 to 24 hours. The diesel generators 
would be controlled by electric switch-
gear that can automatically start the 
diesel generators if electricity goes out.

“There would not need to be human 
intervention required to put the diesel 
generator backup system on line,” Stearns 
noted.

Funding of these units is pending further 
review.

Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association
Andy McCauslin of Marsh Landing Management Company attends a diesel engine 

at the Seven Mile Drive pump house.

Hurricane season is 
upon us. If the last two 
years have taught us 
anything, it is that we 
should not be compla-
cent when it comes to 
being prepared for any 
contingency.

Last year during Hurri-
cane Irma, no homes in 
Sawgrass Players Club 
flooded — except one. 
The homeowners, who 
had evacuated, came home to find water 
in their house. A tree had fallen, caus-
ing a water pipe to break and flood the 
home. It’s a lesson for all of us to turn off 
our water if we have to evacuate.

It’s also a good idea to prune trees around 
the house now before a storm hits and 
keep drains and gutters free of debris. 
Also, installing check valves in plumbing 
can prevent backups.

The following suggested timeline is 
adapted from the Department of Home-
land Security’s ready.gov website to help 
you prepare:

36 Hours Before a Hurricane’s Arrival

• Monitor the latest weather updates and 
emergency instructions.

• Restock your emergency preparedness 
kit. Include food and water sufficient for 
at least three days per person, medica-
tions, a flashlight, batteries, cash, and 
first aid supplies.

• Plan how to communicate with fam-
ily members if you lose power. Sending 
text messages is usually reliable and faster 
than making phone calls because phone 
lines are often overloaded.

• Review your evacuation zone, evacua-
tion route and shelter locations. Sawgrass 
Players Club is in Evacuation Zone B.

• Keep your car’s gas tank full; stock your 
vehicle with emergency supplies and a 
change of clothes.

18 – 36 Hours Before a Hurricane’s 
Arrival

• Bookmark your city or county website 
for quick access to storm updates and 
emergency instructions.

• Bring loose, lightweight objects inside 
that could become projectiles in high 
winds (e.g., patio furniture, garbage 
cans); anchor objects that would be un-
safe to bring inside (e.g., propane tanks).

• Board up your home’s windows. 

6 – 18 Hours Before a Hurricane’s Ar-
rival

• Check latest weather updates and emer-
gency instructions every 30 minutes.

• Charge your cell phone and backup bat-
tery (if you have one).

6 Hours Before a Hurricane’s Arrival

• If you do not need to evacuate, stay at 
home or where you are and let friends 
and family know where you are.

• Turn your refrigerator and freezer to 
the coldest setting and open only when 
necessary. If you lose power, food will 
last longer. Keep a thermometer in the 
refrigerator to be able to check the food 
temperature when the power is restored.

• Keep checking the latest weather up-
dates and emergency instructions every 
30 minutes.

In Anticipation of an Evacuation

• Plan where you will go ahead of time; 
identify several places. 

• If you have pets, identify a place to stay 
that will accept pets. Most public shelters 
allow only service animals.

• Develop a family/household commu-
nication/reunification plan if you will be 
separated.

When Evacuating

• Take your emergency kit and supplies.

• Let family members know where you are 
going.

• Unplug electrical equipment with the 
exception of the refrigerator/freezer.

• Secure your home, locking doors and 
windows.

• Leave early enough to avoid being 
trapped by severe weather.

• Follow recommended evacuation routes. 

Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association
Hurricanes Irma and Jose

Heed lessons learned about 
hurricane preparedness
By Irene Lombardo
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Rain didn’t 
dampen 

Fun-4-All 
Golf Festival 

& BBQ 
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A thunderstorm that swept through our area in the late 
afternoon of June 15 was an unwelcome guest at the 
Sawgrass Players Club’s Fun-4-All Golf Festival & BBQ. 
While the storm cut attendees’ time on the golf course, 
it did not curb the enthusiasm of those who enjoyed the 
delicious buffet served by 3 Palms Grille, giveaways and 
fun items raffled off.

“If anything, the stormy weather added to the party 
atmosphere which prevailed once the event was moved 
indoors,” said Pat Gilberto, Recreation Committee 
chairman. Raffle winners included Susan Bracco, Ashley 
Briggs, Linda Gilberto, Art and Nancy Gormley, Bridget 
Rusnak, Graham Sevigny, and Jamie Smith.

Special thanks to Mike Miles, director of golf operations 
for The Oak Bridge Club, and the club’s staff for their 
help in bringing this event to life. In addition, we are 
grateful to the volunteers who took time out of their day 
to help with this event. They include Doris Binaco, Dan 
Cash, Annie Cuneo, Fran Davey, Linda Gilberto, Holly 
Hoover, Peter McManemy and Amy Potter.

The Recreation Committee is headed by Pat Gilberto 
and includes Mo Binaco, Stephanie McCarthy, Jessica 
Graham, Irene Lombardo and Mike Miles. Anyone 
interested in joining the committee to help plan future 
events and improve recreational facilities should contact 
our property manager, Kristy Richland, at 
krichland@marshlanding.org.

Photos courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association
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NeighborhoodNews
Bridgewater Island holds  
annual meeting and social 
By Debbie McWade

Bridgewater Island held its Annual 
meeting and social on Sunday, May 6, 
at 5 p.m. More than 30 residents at-
tended the block party style event. The 
HOA provided hamburgers and hot 
dogs along with assorted beverages. 
The residents brought delicious side 
dishes from appetizers to desserts.

During the general business meeting 
the board was introduced: 

President: Debbie McWade 

Vice President/Treasurer: John Lev-
chuk 

Secretary: Cheryl McCann

Directors: Fran Davey, Claire Ianna-
cone and Jon Holland

Lucille Swinarton volunteered to 
join the team, replacing Jon Holland 
whose term was expiring.

The financial report presented by the 
treasurer showed that Bridgewater 
Island’s financials are very healthy. He 
extended thanks to all who pay their 
assessments on a timely basis.

Topics discussed at the meeting included 
the postponement of the road project; 
the Oak Bridge Club/County Commis-
sioners vote; our new property manager 
at MAY Management, Denise Germano; 
the new gatehouse; the master associa-
tion annual meeting; RFID change for 
Marsh Landing entry; THE PLAYERS 
week,;ARB/ARC rules and regulations; 
spring cleanup, trash pickup and water-
ing schedule; and finally the posted speed 
limit in the neighborhood. It is 15 mph. 
Please slow down!

The meeting concluded with us all shar-
ing a fabulous meal.

Vicar’s Landing awards 104 
scholarships
By Carol Liittschwager

This year the Vicar’s Landing Scholarship 
Fund will allocate almost $300,000 to 
104 scholarship winners, all Vicar’s em-
ployees. If you think those numbers are 

impressive, note that these dollars raised 
the 24-year historical total to nearly $4 
million.

The money for the Scholarship Fund is 
raised from the proceeds of the Vicar’s 
Landing annual Christmas Boutique and 
cash contributions from Vicar’s residents.

According to Scholarship Committee 
Chairman Bill Tickle, the grants give 
part-time employees the ability to pursue 
college degrees, while full-time employees 
may improve their professional skills.

“The popularity of the program and 
outstanding generosity of our members 
over the years are responsible for raising 
the funds,” said Tickle.

A century plant blooms in 
Bridgewater
Century plants are slow growing, but it 
doesn’t take 100 years to flower — only 
30 to 40. Agave Americana (actually 
three of them) were planted several years 
ago in Bridgewater. Neighbors have been 
watching the plant grow. 

The large stalk appeared about four 
months ago, and blooms finally appeared 
on each spiny stalk. As soon as the plant 

flowers, the plant will wither and die…..
the landscapers will be happy!

Photos courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association
 The century plant’s stalk appeared first.

  The stalk is blooming.

Don’t let your pet — be it a small dog, cat 
or rabbit — become victim to a coyote 
attack. 

Coyotes live among us. While they rarely 
pose a threat to people, they do prey on 
small animals. Coyotes are opportunistic, 
generalist feeders. They have been known 
to feed on rodents, rabbits, lizards, snakes, 
insects, white-tailed deer fawns, small wild 
pigs, grasses, fruit (watermelon, persim-
mons and wild berries), grains, fish and 
carrion — as well as your cute, furry pets. 
Most coyote attacks on pets occur at night 
or in the early evening and early morning 
hours. 

According to experts, there is no known 
effective repellent or deterrent device to 
keep coyotes off a property. The best of-
fense is a good defense. Coyotes are out 
looking for food:

• Don’t allow your pets to roam freely, 
particularly at night, dusk or dawn. 

• Don’t leave pet food outside or leave 

food for other animals or fowl, like feral 
cats, raccoons or geese. 

• Keep your garbage can closed; consider 
storing the trash can in your garage. 

You can report a coyote attack or en-
counter to the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation (FWC) Commission by 
calling the Wildlife Alert Hotline at (888) 
404-3922. 

Neither FWC nor St. Johns County 
Animal Control will remove coyotes from 
the area. Homeowners can, however, hire 
a professional trapper. FWC provides a list 
of registered trappers at https://public.my-
fwc.com/HGM/NWT/NWTSearch.aspx. 
Residents can only place traps on their 
own property, not common property.

Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association

Protect pets from coyotes
By Irene Lombardo

Ray Navidi, board president and Architec-
tural Control Committee (ACC) chair-
man, announced changes to the ACC 
process to ensure compliance with Florida 
statutes. 

An amendment to Florida Statute Section 
720.303, which took effect July 1, 2018, 
enables homeowner association board 
members and committees, such as the 
ACC, to use email to communicate, but 
they cannot cast votes on an association 
matter via email. 

The ACC was conducting a majority of 
its business and voting using email in 
order to expedite the process for home-
owners. Unfortunately, under this new 
law, the ACC can no longer approve or 
disapprove architectural decisions by 
email. The full extent of the impact to 
the processing timeline of homeowners’ 
ACC submittals has yet to be determined. 

Florida statute requires change to ACC 
voting process
By Barbara Prochaska

For now, residents should expect some 
delay in approval until new processes are 
finalized. 

Effective in July, the ACC will hold meet-
ings the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 10 a.m. Meeting infor-
mation will be posted on the Sawgrass 
Players Club website, www.sawgrassplay-
ersclub.org, and on the message boards at 
the community entrances.

Contact ACC Coordinator, Erin Hires 
at ehires@marshlanding.org if you have 
questions. 
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THE CONSERVATIVE LEADER
St. Johns County Needs!

JEREMIAH IS DEDICATED TO:

We hope everyone is enjoying a great 
start to their summer. In preparation for 
the heat, early summer is an excellent 
time to make a flower change. 

Pentas are a good recommendation. They 
have dark green leaves with beautiful five-
petaled flowers and are extremely attrac-
tive to butterflies. Pentas are compatible 
with the dry soil and intense heat of the 
Floridian sun and can withstand full sun-
light with little to no care for long lasting 
summer color.

Even though we’ve been getting good 
rain, keep an eye on the weather because 
a week without rain in this heat can cause 
problems. As we are entering the heat of 
the summer one cannot stress enough the 
importance of a good irrigation system. 
Stressed out landscape attracts problems. 
Now would be an excellent time to have 
your irrigation inspected to ensure that 
your clock is set properly and all heads 
are up, watering, and rotating. 

It is now chinch bug season and chinch 
bugs are attracted to dry turf. This is one 
of the many reasons why water is so im-
portant. Most of the time, if chinch bugs 
are in your yard then there is an issue 
with the irrigation. If something in our 

Rules and Regulations on vehicular 
traffic to change
By Barbara Prochaska

Landscaping during 
the summer season
By Trey Lineberger, Precision Turf

lawns doesn’t look right, check immedi-
ately. It is much easier to solve a problem 
when it is small then when the problem 
has had the time to multiply. 

General lawn maintenance should 
continue as usual. Keep the lawn mowed 
regularly and the blades raised up. Taller 
blades mean more shade for the roots 
and also allows the grass to catch more 
morning dew to drip down to the roots 
for a drink. 

Lastly, late summer, usually around 
August, is a good time to trim your palm 
trees. We like to wait until the palms 
have produced the seed pods. Once these 
have pushed out, trim them back along 
with any brown fronds. This practice will 
help from the millions of seeds falling, 
making a mess, and sprouting many palm 
weeds all throughout your landscape.  

We would like to wish everyone a won-
derful summer full of beach days and 
vacations.  

Visit www.preturf.com for more  
information.

The Sawgrass Players Club board of 
directors recently approved a proposed 
change to the Rules and Regulations per-
taining to “Vehicular Traffic.” It will be 
officially adopted when the board votes at 
their July board meeting. 

The revision is to the Vehicular Traf-
fic section on page 13 of the “Sawgrass 
Players Club Owner and Resident Guide, 
Rules and Regulations, revised October 
2017.” The second paragraph was modi-
fied and paragraph three was added. 

The revisions are provided below and 
serve as notification to all homeowners:

“Where sidewalks are not provided, 
pedestrians, motorized vehicles, bicycles, 
and other types of conveyances shall have 
the right to use the road rights-of-way 
equally, provided however, where practi-

cal, pedestrian traffic shall be limited to 
the unpaved portions of the right-of-way 
on the left side of the paved road facing 
oncoming vehicles. Further, pedestrians 
shall cross the paved portions of the roads 
only at designated crossings. 

“Except for motorized vehicles perform-
ing maintenance, no motorized vehicles 
of any description may be operated on 
any unpaved portion of any road right-
of-way. The operator of a motorized 
vehicle shall not breach any permanent 
or temporary barriers designed to prevent 
access by motorized vehicles over any 
portion of any road right-of-way.”

At its July meeting, the board also will 
officially adopt an increase in the fine for 
“Improper Vehicle Usage” from $50 to 
$100. Improper usage includes golf carts.

Salt Creek resident Jen Sandler-
Steinshouer chaired the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation’s Walk for Wishes held 
on May 5, 2018 in Metropolitan 
Park in downtown Jacksonville. Tracy 
Sobiecki, also of Salt Creek, was a 
member of the walk’s organizational 
committee. The two-mile walk raised 

 Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association

PlayersPeople

more than $107,000, which is enough 
money to grant more than 13 wishes to 
children in the North Florida area who 
have life threatening medical conditions. 
Sandler-Steinshouer is also on the board 
of directors for Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion of Central and Northern Florida.

Bicyclists Take Note!

Safety is everyone’s concern.
Bicycles driven at or in excess of 15 mph 
must be driven on the roadway.
When driven less than 15 mph, bicycles 
are permitted on Sawgrass Players Club 
sidewalks; however, pedestrians always 
have the right of way.
Additionally, when coming up behind a walker or runner, bicyclists should give 
warning to those individuals on foot to avoid an accident.

A reminder from the 
Sawgrass Players Club Association
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Looking for something different to do 
this summer? Come see what the Saw-
grass Players Club Women’s Association 
(SPCWA) has to offer. Meet a great group 
of women and enjoy fun social activities 
and special events. All women in Saw-
grass Players Club are invited to join. For 
some activities and events, the invitation 
to attend is extended to spouses and 
significant others as well. 

SPCWA recently held a blind wine tast-
ing, where members and guests savored 
several different red and white wines and 
scored their favorites, with the preferred 
wines announced at the end of the eve-
ning. That just gives you a “taste” of the 
group’s activities! 

If you prefer something more active, 
several members recently enjoyed the 
inaugural “Cottages and Courtyards” 
walking tour in Fernandina Beach. For 
those who like a little drama in life, some 
members attended the final Atlantic 
Beach Experimental Theatre (ABET) 
production in the original location at the 
Adele Grage Community Center. And if 
sitting back and taking in the view is for 
you, SPCWA members and spouses will 
take sail on a sunset cruise around St. 
Augustine in August.

In addition to special events, SPCWA has 
a variety of ongoing monthly activities. 
There are five Book Clubs as well as a 
Recipe Club. There is also a Golf Group. 
If you want to stay out of the heat, come 

SPCWA offers a little something 
for everyone
By Barbara Prochaska

Tennis, tennis and more tennis!
By Ed Weiner, EFW Sports Tennis

inside and play Bridge, Canasta, Mah 
Jongg or Scrabble. Other fun activities 
include Happy Hour, Ladies Luncheon, 
Ladies Night Out, Girls Night Out and 
the Mix & Mingle social. As you can see, 
there’s a little bit of everything. 

Prospective members are welcome to 
attend any of the scheduled activities or 
events. Check out the monthly newslet-
ter, Connect!, which is available on the 
Sawgrass website at sawgrassplayersclub.
org for more details.

Annual dues are $30, but you can join 
now until the end of the year for a dis-
count fee of just $15. “Wine & Welcome” 
socials are held for new and prospective 
members to learn more about the women’s 
association.

If you are interested in joining or just 
want to check it out, send an email to 
info@SPCWA.org and the Membership 
Chairman, Carol Zehil, will contact you. 

Why wait? Come join the fun!

Photos courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association
 Pourers extraordinaire at SPCWA’s Wine Tasting party 

in June were Jeanette Smith, Joanie Ewalt and Pam 
Hesterlee.

SPCWA’s TPC volunteers are above par 
By Barbara Prochaska

Many people attend THE PLAYERS 
Championship (TPC) each year and 
many Sawgrass Players Club residents 
work behind the scenes as volunteers. It 
may be a lot of work, but they obviously 
enjoy it since they keep volunteering year 
after year. We asked Sawgrass Players 
Club Women’s Association members who 
volunteered about their experience.

This was Christine Smith’s first year as 
a Sawgrass Players Club resident and 
first TPC, but that didn’t stop her and 
husband, Matt, from jumping right in to 
volunteer. They helped at The Benefactor 
hospitality entrance on Tuesday and Fri-
day and The Turn entrance on Thursday. 
Christine noted, “The other volunteers 
were awesome; everyone worked as a team 
to create 
the best 
experi-
ence 
possible 
for at-
tendees.”

Sandy 
Shields 
worked 
at The 
Turn on 
Thursday. 
It was her 
first time, 
too, and 
she loved 
it. She 
thanks 
all the 
volun-
teers that gave of their time and worked 
so hard.

For the fourth year, Nancy Israel vol-
unteered with THE PLAYERS Apparel 
Committee. The committee is hard at 
work even before tournament week be-
gins. They distribute volunteer uniforms 
and staff the Volunteer Headquarters 
shop, which sells overstocked apparel and 
accessories from other tournaments, such 
as the President’s Cup. The shop is only 
open to volunteers and offers excellent 
bargains. (Just another reason to volun-
teer!)

SPCWA member Nancy Ziolkowksi has 
volunteered for three years and always 
works the special events, which typically 
occur prior to the start of the tournament. 
She helped with event registration, trans-
ported guests from parking areas to event 
venues and provided any help the groups 
needed. Nancy worked multiple events 
including the Jax Chamber of Com-
merce, Military Job Fair, Ambassador 
Cocktail Party and PedsCare. In the past 
she assisted at the Governor’s Reception, 

Lexus party, Executive Women’s Day and 
Volunteer Appreciation Party.  

Kathy Buttner has volunteered since 
2009, the year she moved here from Pasa-
dena, Calif. This year she worked three 
days at The Benefactor hospitality venue 
located behind the tee box of the 17th 
hole. Kathy says she looks forward to it 
every year. 

In her 10th year of volunteering at THE 
PLAYERS, Cheryl McCann worked two 
days at The Benefactor hospitality venue. 
Cheryl said, “It’s an exciting event in our 
own backyard so it’s fun to be a part of it!”

And Annie Cuneo has been at it for 22 
years! For 20 years she worked as a Mark-

er, walking 
the actual 
four days 
of tourna-
ment play. 
That means 
Annie was 
tasked with 
recording 
a golfer’s 
score at 
each hole. If 
that wasn’t 
enough, 
she has 
been part 
of THE 
PLAYERS 
Apparel 
Committee 
for 22 years. 
Annie has 

really enjoyed seeing all the changes over 
the years.

Nancy Israel is a proponent of volunteer-
ing at TPC. She said, “I would certainly 
recommend volunteering for THE PLAY-
ERS. They donate millions from the 
tournament’s proceeds to several local 
charities. Volunteers play a crucial role in 
these efforts. Volunteering is also a great 
opportunity to meet new friends and then 
reunite with your volunteer colleagues 
each year.”

If you need more incentive to volunteer, 
all volunteers can enjoy the tournament 
during any non-working shift by showing 
their credentials at the gate. In addi-
tion, depending on the number of hours 
worked, volunteers can earn discounts 
at TPC Sawgrass NINETEEN or TPC 
Sawgrass Golf Shop. For at least 36 hours 
worked, they can earn golf playing time 
on The Stadium Course. 

Next year THE PLAYERS will move to 
March. Visit THE PLAYERS volunteer 
website at theplayers.com/volunteer.html 
for more information. 

Photos courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association
Nancy Ziolkowski is shown on left with fellow volunteers.

Get in on the final session of our Summer 
Camp, which will begin July 23. Register 
early due to the expected number of par-
ticipants and limited space. Our student-
to-professional coach ratio is a maximum 
6 to 1. A wait list will be established for 
those registering. 

Campers should bring hats, towels, 
sunscreen and a snack of their choice. We 
will have sports drinks and snacks each 
day. 
Ages: 7 – 9 years (Coed)
Future Stars Summer Camp
Dates: July 23, 24, 25
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 10 a.m.
Cost: $90 per player
Ages: 10 – 12 years (Coed)
Crushers Tennis Camp 
Date: July 23, 24, 25
Time: 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Cost: $100 per player

Intra-Club Timed Round Robin: The 
next intra-club round robin timed event 

will be Aug. 10, 2018. Registration will 
be open shortly and positions are booked 
quickly. A very competitive and unique 
format has made this event a huge suc-
cess. Join in the fun, sweat, and awesome 
delights. Who knows? You may be the 
next winner!

First Coast League Adult Ladies: EFW 
Sports Tennis will be forming teams to 
participate on the First Coast Friday and 
Saturday Leagues starting in September. 
We are looking for participants in the 
Ladies D and C teams. Only Sawgrass 
Players Club residents and participants 
of the EFW Sports Tennis program are 
eligible to participate. Team captains will 
be responsible for team coordination as 
well as weekly lineups. In addition to our 
regularly scheduled clinics, we will have 
specific team clinics available to team 
members.

There is much more on the horizon. Stay 
tuned for more information about up-
coming events in the fall. 
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rain is forecast in the next 24 hours.

If your roof has rain gutters, aim the 
downspouts at a porous surface so water 
can soak into the soil. How well the rain 
water drains, however, can depend on the 
type of soil on your property and how 
compact it is. Thatch can also exacerbate 
drainage issues. Grass clippings, leaves, 
roots, shoots, stems, etc., on your lawn 
prevent water from seeping into the soil. 
Experts recommend de-thatching and 
aerating lawns. 

Call in a professional if drainage issues are 
caused by poor grading. If water is pool-
ing next to your house, a French drain 
may be needed to channel the water away 
from your home. A licensed landscape 
drainage contractor can assess the prob-
lem and provide the appropriate solution.

 

 Call today and ask about our Advertising Discount for 
Residents of Sawgrass Players Club 

Are you a resident and 
business owner? 

 Email  
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

 Call 
Linda 607-5062

Most of us can expect to see some pool-
ing of water on our properties after a big 
storm. According to experts, water can 
remain standing up to 48 hours after a 
heavy rain event if the yard is properly 
graded with adequate drainage swales. 
More than that, however, may indicate a 
drainage problem.

Unfortunately, the summer months 
here in Florida mean we can expect rain 
storms to pop up from the heat almost 
daily, so water may not appear to be 
draining for days on end. 

You may be able to alleviate some of the 
issues by cutting back on watering your 
lawn. (You’ll save money, too!) The Uni-
versity of Florida/IFAS Extension Service 
says you should not water your landscape 
if it has rained in the past 24 hours or if 

Why is water ponding on my lawn?
By Irene Lombardo

If you’ve noticed a lot of green vegeta-
tion in the waterways throughout the 
Players Club, you’re not alone. And 
while it may appear 
unsightly, it is noth-
ing to be alarmed 
about.

Some of the veg-
etation is eelgrass, 
a native flowering, 
underwater plant 
that lives in shal-
low waters. It is a 
rooted plant and 
has many benefits, 
including nutrient 
uptake, shoreline stabilization, increased 
microbial activity, improved fisheries 
and waterfowl utilization. On the flip 
side, floating sheds of eelgrass have the 
potential to clog drainage systems and 
pump intakes.

Some of the vegetation is green al-
gae, which is a combination of water, 
sunlight and nutrients. Unlike eelgrass, 
it is free-floating and moves around 
the waterways. And, according to Trace 
Wolfe of Clear Waters, Inc., this algae is 
not hazardous to humans or wildlife; nor 
is it likely to clog up the Players Club’s 
pumps.

Both eelgrass and algae are more no-
ticeable in the summer, as warm, rainy 
weather — something we’ve already had 
a lot of — tends to help them prolifer-
ate. And all of the tilapia that died off 
due to this past winter’s cold tempera-
tures provided an additional source of 
nutrients for the vegetation.

Wolfe notes that both types of vegeta-
tion are difficult to manage for several 
reasons, including the fact that our 

Sometimes, going green isn’t 
always better
By Heather Schatz

waterways consist of a moving, rather 
than a stagnant system. Plus, professional 
treatments, like the ones provided by 

Clear Waters, can 
be costly and must 
strike a delicate 
balance between 
tackling the issue 
without causing 
harm to the water-
ways and the other 
plants and animals 
that reside in them. 
What’s more, Moth-
er Nature — in the 
form of excess rain 

and strong winds — can wreak havoc on 
the treatments’ effectiveness. Lastly, the 
EPA places limits on treatment and re-
treatment rates and intervals.

Clear Waters and the Operations Main-
tenance and Waterways Committee are 
working together to try to find the most 
cost-effective way to address the issue. As 
far as a longer-term solution goes, Clear 
Waters is currently putting together a 
proposal to treat eelgrass early next year, 
when it is suppressed due to the cold 
weather and therefore easier to treat. In 
the short term, Wolfe says that the Clear 
Waters team is working to treat the veg-
etation on a monthly schedule — budget 
and Mother Nature permitting — with 
additional treatments to problem areas 
as warranted and as permitted under the 
EPA guidelines.

Wolfe notes that in the interim, residents 
can rake off the algae as they wish, but 
that they should not attempt to do so 
with eelgrass. And if they spot a water-
way with an over-abundance of vegeta-
tion, they should contact the manage-
ment office.

Photo courtesy Habitat.NOAA.gov
Eelgrass

Board member spotlight  cont. from pg. 1

Medically retired from the Navy, Welsh 
moved here from deployment in San 
Diego in 1986. He is the third genera-
tion from his family to graduate from the 
University of Utah, where he received 
his bachelor’s degree in political science. 
He and Susan met on the 4th of July in 
1987 in Grand Cayman and married one 
year later. Susan Welsh graduated from 
Ohio State University and the Welshes 
are 20-year football season ticket holders. 
They have occasionally taken their Great 
Pyrenees dogs with them on road trips to 
the football games. 

“It’s like traveling with Elvis,” Welsh said. 
“Everywhere we stop, someone wants to 
take a picture with them.”

T.J. Welsh is currently self-employed as 
an executive recruiter in the construction/
engineering/technology field, while Susan 
Welsh is a retired banker. In their spare 
time, the Welshes have been busy rehab-
bing their weekend home on Roscoe Bou-
levard since it was damaged by hurricanes 
Matthew and Irma. They just finished the 
work a couple of weeks ago and are once 
again enjoying jet skiing and boating from 
the house’s dock.

Welsh said the biggest reason, even 
beyond the Oak Bridge golf course issue, 
that he sought the directorship on the 
Master Board was to serve.

“I want to serve not only Salt Creek, but 
the entire community,” Welsh said. “I’m 
more than willing to stop and talk to any-
one and answer questions if I can.”

Sawgrass Players Club’s emergency 
reserve fund was hit hard by the hur-
ricanes that ravaged our area over the 
last two years. The fund, which was 
established four years ago, was reduced 
from $100,000 to $40,000 and may not 
afford us the financial cushion needed to 
quickly respond to weather-related events 
that may occur this year. 

The master association’s annual budget is 
a break-even computation, not one that 
generates a profit. As a result, any emer-
gency outlays and/or increases to our 
stormwater reserve fund to cover capital 
improvements could generate negative 
cash flow issues. This would require an 
increase in annual assessments next year. 

Potential hurricanes may deplete our 
emergency reserve fund 
By Maurice L. Dettmer, Treasurer, Sawgrass Players Club Association

During the past year, the board and 
various committees have expended sig-
nificant effort to prepare for any future 
devastating storms. The board established 
a line of credit for about $360,000, 
which, in effect, is a pre-approved loan so 
that we can quickly access funds in order 
to respond to emergencies and minimize 
damages. We also changed our policy to 
allow this fund, in rare instances, to be 
used for necessary repairs and/or purchas-
es to enhance our readiness for potential 
catastrophic events. 

We are monitoring cash flow issues very 
closely. Any increase in annual assess-
ments will only occur if it is absolutely 
necessary.
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LIFE IS EXPANDING AT FLEET LANDING.
Introducing our newest neighborhood,
Beacon Pointe at Fleet Landing.

One Fleet Landing Boulevard | Atlantic Beach, FL 32233

To learn more about our vibrant and welcoming 
retirement community, visit www.fleetlanding.com  
or call 904.701.0621. Ask about scheduling a personal 
appointment at our new sales center.

Now taking reservations for these luxury apartment homes. 

SAW 18-88145


