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Take Five

Annual Palm 
Valley Boat 
Parade will spread 
holiday cheer
By Angela Higginbotham
angela@floridanewsline.com

Boat Parade cont. on pg. 8

It’s that time again. Bring your friends, 
chairs and Christmas spirit for the 
annual Palm Valley Boat Parade on Sat-
urday, Dec. 1 at 6 p.m. For decades the 
residents of Palm Valley have delighted 
in coming together for the annual holi-
day boat parade and the 2018 event will 
not disappoint.  

Often referred to as the Mardi Gras of 
lighted boat parades, the Palm Valley 
Boat Parade is known for its tremendous 
community involvement, in a friendly, 
laid back atmosphere. The spectacle 
covers more than seven miles of Palm 
Valley’s Intracoastal Waterway and fea-
tures a traditional parade experience for 
hundreds of uninterrupted docks, local 
restaurants and public viewing areas. 

The parade will start one mile south of 
the Palm Valley Bridge and travel north 
to the last home in Marsh Landing.

A Florida NewsLine Publication

Photos courtesy Wendy Patton

Festive boats participate in the Palm Valley Boat 
Parade.
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BFF Best Furry Friend

NEW
contest

Ponte Vedra, Palm Valley, Nocatee and South Ponte Vedra Beach

HOLIDAY GIFT 
GUIDE INSIDE!Ponte VedraNewsLine

Advancing the Art & Science of
 

◆ 12525 Philips Hwy, Ste. 101, Jacksonville

◆ 7855 Argyle Forest Blvd, Ste. 701, Jacksonville

◆ 1541 Riverside Ave., Jacksonville

◆ 9191 R G Skinner Parkway, Ste. 202, Jacksonville

◆ 100 SR 13, Suite A, Saint Johns

◆ 1495 Kingsley Ave., Orange Park

◆ 200 Southpark Blvd., Ste. 207, St. Augustine

◆ 520 A1A North, Ste. 203, Ponte Vedra Beach The Nation’s Largest Dermatology Practice

Beautiful Skin

866-400-DERM (3376) | AdvancedDerm.com

ADCS-7.5x2-banner-ad-2017-R2.indd   1 12/6/17   1:00 PM

Tyler Workman laughs as he looks back at 
an old photo of himself as a Palm Valley 
two-year-old engulfed in a pair of men’s 
boots. Little did he know that he would 
one day walk the dusty streets of Masaka, 
Uganda, in a pair of well-worn boots 
rescuing hundreds of children in dire need 
and empower-
ing a village by 
providing jobs 
and hope. But 
that is exactly 
what Workman 
is doing through 
Okoa Refuge, 
the non-profit 
organization he 
founded with 
his wife, Liv, 10 
years ago.

When Workman, 32, recalls this “roller-
coaster” of a decade, he is humbled at the 
positive impact Okoa Refuge has made in 
thousands of lives, but he is not surprised. 
Sean Yost, pastor of Redeemer Church in 
Ponte Vedra, is not surprised either.

“I saw Tyler as a 13-year-old reading 
books about starting an orphanage. It’s 
not what the average person is doing at 
that age,” Yost said.

Yost spoke recently at “An Evening of 
Hope,” the 10th anniversary celebration 
and fundraiser for Okoa Refuge at Bowing 
Oaks Plantation. He says his own children 
volunteered at Okoa’s compound in Kay-
irikiti Village, and it inspires youth to see 
that “you should never give up on a dream 
just because there are obstacles.”

While working in a Jacksonville book 
bindery from age 15 to 22, Workman 
spent his breaks drawing out plans for 
an orphanage. During this time, he met 
Liv, who shared his vision of going to 
Africa, and they opened Okoa Thrift Store 
to raise funds. Meanwhile, she earned a 
degree as an infectious disease nurse, and 
he obtained an AA degree and contractor’s 
license. The two were able to open the 
orphanage in 2010 with 20 children and 
six volunteer caregivers and teachers.

In 2012, after building a girls’ dormitory 
and starting a Bible school, the Workmans 
moved to Uganda permanently with their 
two young daughters, living on a sparse 

budget. Amid death 
threats and attempts 
to raid the orphanage, 
the couple persisted, 
opening a boys’ dormi-
tory, a baby home, and 
a church in 2014. After 
obtaining 15 additional 
acres, the first coffee 

crop was planted, providing jobs through 
Okoa’s Community Empowerment Pro-
gram, which trains adults in everything 
from raising pigs to computer skills.

In addition, Okoa started a medical and 
dental clinic, a career home for former 
prostitutes and abused women, Bible 
schools in three African countries, and 
(upon request from the government) a 
business center for people with disabili-
ties. Okoa’s mobile medical clinics have 
helped more than 45,000 people, and 
Workman says it is not uncommon for 
them to give out close to 6,000 prescrip-
tions in one of 
their free care 
days.

A photographic 
timeline of Okoa’s 
milestones was 
on display at the 
recent anniversary 
celebration, and 
many in atten-
dance fondly 
remembered their 
own visits to the refuge, smiling at spe-
cific pictures that sparked memories. 

“This girl, Nampija, loves to dance,” 
Charlie Stoner pointed to a 2017 photo 
taken during her mission trip, when she 
assisted in one of Okoa’s medical clinics 
and helped build a road and kitchens. 
“Okoa is well received in the community, 

and everything that is donated is used to 
maximum capacity,” Stoner said.

What’s more, Okoa has earned the respect 
and trust of the locals and officials.

“The government comes to use for help 
with the hard cases,” said Workman, 
relaying story after life-changing story. 
This year, he said Uganda ordered almost 
600 international aid agencies to leave the 
country due to corruption. As a result, 
just three months ago, Okoa was desig-
nated as the only orphanage allowed to 
care for infants in the district. This means 
expansion is needed. At present, Okoa 
serves 200 children (85 live at the orphan-
age) and employs 80 staff members (30 
work at the orphanage).

“Okoa is personal. Okoa is family. And 
what’s left is for Okoa to grow,” Workman 
said. 

The Workmans host mission groups 
throughout the year, 
with Liv running the 
www.okoarefuge.org 
website at home while 
caring for her fam-
ily of eight. Despite 
the many challenges, 
including bouts of 
malaria within their 
family, the dedicated 
couple is happy to see 
the fruits of their labor.

“It’s been a wild ride. We could never 
have imagined what God had in store for 
us,” said Workman, who looks forward to 
many more years walking through Masaka 
in his dusty boots.

Visit www.okoarefuge.org for more infor-
mation.

Photo courtesy Sarah Eddy, Sarahdipity Photos
Tyler and Liv Workman and family in Africa

Photos by Heidy Brosofsky-Weaver

Tyler Workman holding his toddler picture.

Picture display for Okoa Refuge at An Evening of Hope.

Small feet leave big footprints 
in Uganda, Africa
By Heidy Brosofsky-Weaver
mail@floridanewsline.com
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Saturday, December 1
10 am to 5 pm SHOP, DINE & 

Be Merry!

 Horse-drawn Carriage Rides
 Visit with Santa
 Music, Activities & More Fun
 Stuff Your Stocking & Win It

 Select items to go in your dream stocking from  

Sawgrass Village merchants, and enter to win it!

 Spirit of Giving Raffle
 Purchase tickets to win exciting prizes from Sawgrass Village  

merchants! Benefitting Charities of the Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club

SHOPPING
Major Stores
CVS Pharmacy
 Publix
Apparel & Accessories
A’Propos Boutique
 Carla Shoes & Accessories
Chico’s
John Craig Clothier
 Lemon Twist Boutique
 Marcia’s Place
Mon Amie Boutique
 Scout & Molly’s Boutique
Décor, Jewelry & Gifts
Opulence of Southern Pines
Pineapple Post
 J Turner & Company
 Village Arts Framing & Gallery
 Village Jeweler

......... In Partnership With ......... On A1A in Ponte Vedra Beach
sawgrassvillagepvb.com

what !
Specialty
 ABC Fine Wine & Spirits
Bluemercury
Calvet Couture Bridal
Clean Ocean Surfboards
Cutter & Cutter Fine Art Gallery
Kuhn Flowers
 Peterbrooke Chocolatier 

DINING
 Aqua Grill
 Caffé Andiamo
Metro Diner
 Nona Blue Modern Tavern
 Trasca & Co. Eatery

SERVICES
 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
 Chase Bank
 Hilton Garden Inn
 Ling’s Alterations & Formalwear
 Pure Barre
 Savelberg Cleaners
Sawgrass Nails
 The Brace Place Orthodontics
Wells Fargo Bank

Explore a World of Opportunities
Bolles Life includes a superior curriculum and 
the greatest variety of high-quality educational 
offerings in Northeast Florida for grades 
Pre-K to 12. Extraordinary opportunities and 
grand discoveries await you in our vibrant, 
global community.

Join us for an Open House to experience a day in 
the life of our students. We encourage you to see 

for yourself how our high-caliber teachers engage 
students in exciting, active and challenging 
learning. Try Bolles Life for a day and you might 
not want to leave!

Discover the possibilities at Bolles. To find 
an upcoming Open House, please visit 
www.Bolles.org or call (904) 256-5030.

Four Unique Campuses

Ponte Vedra Beach Pre-K–5 
Whitehurst Pre-K–5 
Bartram 6–8 
San Jose 9–12

JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE

Day school Pre-K through 12 
and Boarding for Grades 9–12 
with 5- and 7-day options.

Ponte Vedra Beach Campus
Fri., Jan. 11, 9-11 a.m.

Whitehurst Campus
Tue., Jan. 15, 9-11 a.m.

Bartram Campus
Thu., Jan. 17, 9-11 a.m.

San Jose Campus
Fri., Dec. 7, 8 a.m.
Fri., Jan. 18, 8 a.m.
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We want 
YOUR  AD 

in the next issue of

Ask about our new client discounts
and our complimentary ad design!

Call - (904) 886-4919

Ponte VedraNewsLine
Let us help you grow your business!

January ad deadline is December 10th.

MYSTERY PHOTO

? ??? Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Last month’s Mystery Photo was Lulu’s on Roscoe Boulevard. 
sOur winner was Linda Limon. Congratulations!

Table of Contents

12443 San Jose Blvd., STE. 403A 
Jacksonville, FL 32223
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January’s Enhanced Section 
Health & Wellness

Call 904-886-4919 NOW to reserve your advertising space!

Ponte Vedra NewsLine Community Newspaper is a free monthly 
publication distributed via bulk mail to all addresses in Zip Codes 32081 
and 32082. Submission of articles and photographs are received by mail or  
email, although email to editor@FloridaNewsLine.com is 
preferred. The writers’ opinions do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of Florida NewsLine. Advertising Rates are available  
by request. Florida NewsLine is not responsible for advertisement content 
or accuracy of information provided by its advertisers Nor does Florida 
NewsLine endorse any of the products or services included in this publication.  
Florida NewsLine reserves the right to refuse advertisement 
or copy from any advertiser. All rights are reserved and no 
portion of this publication may be copied without the express  

written consent of the publisher.  ©2018.

Advertisers’ Index

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answers to the five questions above before 
the 10th of the month. Your pet could be our BFF of the month and you could win a Gift Certificate! 

Does your business cater to pets? Would you like to sponsor our contest? 
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet or sponsor the BFF contest.

BREED: 
Russell Terrier

FAVORITE ACTIVITY: 
Chasing lizards and long walks

FAVORITE TREAT:  
Zukes peanut butter oat treats

FAVORITE FRIEND:  
Giraffe squeaky toy

HOW YOUR BFF GOT THIER NAME: 
Pipin is also an apple variety, we named her 

this ...as she is the apple of our eye!

Meet Pipin!

This month’s sponsor:
Fluffy Cuts

2185 3rd St. South, Jax Beach
www.fluffycuts.com

The CreekLine 32259, 32092, 32095
Mandarin NewsLine 32223, 32258, 32257
Ponte Vedra NewsLine 32081, 32082

Our community newspapers reach three great target markets.

Advertise in all three and reach over 70,000 
households and SAVE 20% off our rates
Next Issue Deadline 12/10/18

Call or email today! 904-886-4919

Your community newspaper specialist for over 18 years!

www.Floridanewsline.com

Ponte Vedra NewsLine  �   The CreekLine  �  Mandarin NewsLine

Ponte Vedra NewsLine  -  January Ad Deadline is DECEMBER 10th

IS YOUR BUSINESS:
A health provider?

A fitness gym?
GET NOTICED! 
STAND OUT!

To Advertise Call  (904) 886-4919            �           www.FloridaNewsLine.com

BFF Best Furry Friend
of the month

Special Section
DECEMBER

Holiday Gift Guide   
PGS 14-15

4 Around Town

6 Briefs

7 Inquiring Minds

9 St. Johns Business Monthly

10 This ‘n That

13 Community Marketplace
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Have an event coming up?  
Email us at  

calendar@floridanewsline.com

Water Problems?

Ask Us About 
Salt Delivery

Or Rental 
Systems

Iron • Bacteria • Sulfur • Salts • 
Color • Lead • Hardness And Odor

• REMOVE •

3760 Kori Road • 904-262-0197 • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

CALL TODAY FOR STRAIGHT ANSWERS, NO HIGH PRESSURE!
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems to meet your needs and your budget!”

FREE WATER 
TESTING

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems to meet your needs and your budget!”

SAINT AUGUSTINE 

SANTA IS COMING! 

 Free candy canes 
from Santa’s Elves       

Drop off 
letters to  
Santa in the North 
Pole mailbox! 

        Take free  
        pictures  
      of the kids 
      with Santa! 

   Toys for the kids 
while supply lasts! 

Sat. & Sun.  
10AM - 2PM 
Dec. 1 to 23 

 

Located 5 mi. south of the Outlet Malls  
 on I-95 & SR 207 at Exit 311 

www.StAugustineFleaMarket.com 

around town
        1 

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 16 17 18 19 20  21 22  

 23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29 

Dec
S SM T W T F

Dec. 1
Palm Valley Boat Parade
6 p.m.
South of Palm Valley Bridge to Marsh Landing

Dec. 2
HAWKE Fall Open House
1 p.m. – 4 p.m.
HAWKE professional rehabilitation facility in 
Elkton
Email helphawke@windstream.net for directions

Dec. 2
North Florida Women’s Chorale Holiday 
Concert
4 p.m.
Arlington Presbyterian Church, 1351 Sprinkle Ave.
Free event; www.womenschorale.org

Dec. 3
Current Events Discussion Group
10 a.m. (repeating event on Mondays)
New location: Fionn MacCool’s Irish Pub, 145 
Hilden Road 
adsilby@yahoo.com 

Dec. 3
Beaches Toastmasters Club
7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. (Repeating event on Mondays)
Baptist Hospital Beaches, Wilson Epstein 
Building
cgsm13@yahoo.com

Dec. 4
Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) Ponte Vedra Chapter meeting
10:45 a.m. – 1 p.m.
pontevedrachapternsdar@aol.com

Dec. 4
Parents with Hope (support for parents 
who have lost a child)
6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Ponte Vedra Valley, 4750 Palm Valley Road
RSVP (904) 285-1130; www.pontevedravalley.com

Dec. 4
Helicopter Chanukah Gelt Drop and Light 
Show
6 p.m.
Nocatee Splash Water Park 
www.jewishsjohnscounty.com

Dec. 6
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 14-7
7:30 p.m.
St. Augustine Yacht Club near the St. Augustine 
Lighthouse
(904) 460-0243

Dec. 6 – 9
Holiday Pops
Jacksonville Symphony and Chorus
Robert E. Jacoby Symphony Hall, Times-Union 
Center for the Performing Arts
www.jaxsymphony.org

Dec. 7
St. Johns County Legislative Delegation 
Meeting
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
St. Johns County Commission Chamber Audito-
rium, 500 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine

Dec. 7
GTM Research Reserve new volunteer 
orientation
10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Environmental Education Center, 505 Guana 
River Road
(904) 823-4500

Dec. 10
Caregiver support meeting
12 p.m. – 1 p.m. (repeating event on Mondays)
Ponte Vedra Memory Care Center, 1048 A1A N.
(904) 297-0061

Dec. 10
Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club luncheon 
meeting
11 a.m.
Ponte Vedra Lodge & Club
RSVP: programs@pontevedrawomansclub.com

Dec. 10 
Ponte Vedra Beach Municipal Service 
District Meeting
6 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Ponte Vedra MSD Offices
www.pvmsd.org

Dec. 11
Friends of the GTM Reserve Board Meeting
5 p.m. – 6 p.m.
GTM Research Reserve Environmental Education 
Center
(904) 823-4500.

Dec. 11
Lilies of the Valley widow support group
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Ponte Vedra Valley, 4750 Palm Valley Road
RSVP (904) 285-1130; www.pontevedravalley.com

Dec. 11
Newcomers of North St. Johns luncheon 
featuring Florida School for the Deaf and 
Blind band, “Outta Sight”
11 a.m.
Maggiano’s Little Italy, St. Johns Town Center
RSVP by Dec. 4; sjaird@comcast.net

Dec. 12
Toastmasters Club #5199 Ponte Vedra 
Beach 
7:30 a.m. (repeating event on Wednesdays)
Players Community Senior Center, 175 Landrum 
Lane
carmenjsardinas@gmail.com 

Dec. 12
Newcomers of the Beaches luncheon
11 a.m.
Sawgrass Country Club
RSVP: www.newcomersofthebeaches.com

Dec. 13
Shorebird Walk at Matanzas Inlet with St. 
Johns County Audubon Society
9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Matanzas Inlet West Parking Lot, 8655 A1A S., 
St Augustine
www.stjohnsaudubon.com

Dec. 15
Nocatee Farmers Market: Winterfest
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Town Center Field, Nocatee

Dec. 18
First Coast Card Club – adult card players
1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
St. Augustine Main Library, 1960 Ponce de Leon 
Blvd.
(904) 829-0643

sa
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Through Feb. 3, 2019 - St. Augustine Nights of Lights
www.visitstaugustine.com

Jan. 8 – Feb. 12 - Northeast Florida AHEC Quit Smoking Now class
Tuesdays, 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Flagler Hospital Wellness Center
Free; call (904) 482-0189 to register

Jan. 25 - United Way of St. Johns County’s 2nd annual Givers Gala
6 p.m.
Embassy Suites, St. Augustine Beach
Purchase tickets or to sponsor the event: bit.ly/giversgala2019 

March 2019 - Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library reopens
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take

Photo courtesy Melanie Cain Stage

Swallow tail kite

Holiday performance at Ponte 
Vedra Concert Hall
The Friends of the Ponte Vedra Concert 
Hall are sponsoring a holiday event on 
Dec. 1 at 3 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra 
Concert Hall: “Miracles: Messiah Favor-
ites and Carols of Mystery.” The Uni-
versity of North Florida Chorale and 
Chamber Singers, under the direction of 
Dr. Cara Tasher, will present selections 
from Handel’s “Messiah” interspersed 
with three settings of the famous “O 
Magnum Mysterium Text.” Tickets are 
$20 with general admission seating, and 
$10 for students, seniors, teachers, mili-
tary, sold at the Box Office only, with 
valid ID. The Friends organization is a 
501 (c) 3 organization and all donations 
are 100 percent deductible. Visit www.
friendspvch.org for more information.

St. Augustine Orchestra starts 
off December with Orchestral 
Sounds of the Season
The St. Augustine Orchestra will present 
the city’s first holiday concert of the sea-
son at 8 p.m. on Dec. 5 at the Lightner 
Museum, a spirited evening of classics 
spanning nearly 200 years from “Stille 
Nacht” (Silent Night) first performed 
in 1818 to music from the 2004 movie 
“The Polar Express” and the Wizards of 
Winter arrangement based on the song 
from the Trans-Siberian Orchestra. The 
St. Augustine Orchestra, directed by 
Scott Gregg, will also perform “A Mad 
Russian’s Christmas,” which reimagines 
one of the most recognized pieces from 

Tchaikovsky’s “The Nutcracker.”

Ticket prices are $22 for adults 18 years 
and older; $12 for youths aged 11 – 17 
and free for children younger than 10. 
Tickets are available online at https://
staugustineorchestra.ticketleap.com/or-
chestral- sounds-of-the-season-2018/.

FSDB “Outta Sight” Band 
to perform at December 
luncheon
Newcomers of North Saint Johns will 
host its December luncheon on Tuesday, 
Dec. 11, beginning at 11 a.m. at Mag-
giano’s Little Italy Restaurant, 10367 
Midtown Parkway in the St. Johns 
Town Center. Attendees are invited to 
enjoy the magical sounds of the holidays 
presented by the “Outta Sight” high 
school band from the Florida School 
for the Deaf and Blind. The total cost 
for the December luncheon is $30 
for members and $32 for guests. All 
reservations must be received by Dec. 
4. This will be a Holiday Luncheon 
featuring family-style dishes of freshly 
baked ciabatta rolls, classic bruschetta, 
four-cheese ravioli fritte, italian tossed 
salad, vegetable penne primavera, baked 
ziti and sausage, oven-roasted pork loin 
in balsamic sauce, tiramisu and Gigi’s 
butter cake with freshly brewed coffee, 
hot and iced tea and sodas. Contact Sue 
Aird at sjaird@comcast.net to register 
for the luncheon or for more informa-
tion about the Newcomers of North St. 
Johns.

HAWKE announces fall open 
house
HAWKE, the Humane Association 
of Wildlife Care and 
Education, Inc. will 
hold its fall open 
house on Sunday, 
Dec. 2 from 1 
p.m. – 4 p.m. 
at HAWKE’s 
professional 
rehabilitation 
facility in 
Elkton. This 
event will directly 
benefit HAWKE’s 
ongoing mission of 
rehabilitation of injured 
and orphaned wildlife with the 
goal of a second chance to freedom. 
This members-only event will feature 
personal tours of the rehabilitation 
facility, refreshments, and meeting the 
educational birds, including a Peregrine 
Falcon, Barred, Great Horned, and 
Screech owls, plus Mohawk the Red 
Shouldered Hawk. Meet the volunteers 
and officers of HAWKE and president 
Melanie Cain Stage will be glad to 
answer your questions. This is a chance 
to see where your donations go and 
learn environmental information 
and interesting facts about these 
amazing creatures. Become a member 
of HAWKE now by visiting www.
hawkewildlife.org or sending a check to 
HAWKE, Inc. P.O. Box 188 Elkton, FL 
32033. 

Library now open in 
temporary location
Pending renovations of its permanent 
building that will last until March 2019, 
the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library 
is now open in its temporary location 
at the Ponte Vedra Annex, 5430 Palm 
Valley Road from 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 11 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. on Saturdays. Patrons will be 
able to place and pick up holds at this 
location as well as pay fines via credit 
card. Since no after-hours drop box is 
available, patrons will be able to return 
library items only during open hours.

12/31/18
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with St. Johns County Property Appraiser 
Eddie CreamerQ A&Briefs

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER
SUNDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET & SUPPER
TPC.COM/NINETEEN  |  (904) 273-3238

ELEVATE YOUR DINING EXPERIENCE
Exceptional food, drinks and service in a beautiful setting

New feline rescue group forms
On Sept. 30, Love Me True Rescue 
opened its doors in Ponte Vedra Beach 
at 5150 Palm Valley Road, #403. Love 
Me True Rescue provides a home for 
kittens and cats before they before they 
find their forever home. Adoptions are 
held every Saturday between 11 a.m. – 
3 p.m.  

“Please stop in and see our beautiful fac-
ulty and meet our cats,” said volunteer 
Sandra Murray.

The group is looking for adult vol-
unteers (aged 18 and older). Contact 
Peggy Hatfield at peggyhatfield63@
comcast.net if you are interested or visit 
www.LoveMeTrueRescue.com for more 
information.  

Light Up the Night festivities 
schedule announced
This year, St. Augustine’s Nights of 
Lights runs through Sunday, Feb. 3 with 
Light-Up! Night, the start of the event’s 
milestone 25 years in the historic city. 
The event is spotlighted by national and 
world-wide audiences and voted as one 
of the Top 10 “Best Holiday Lighting 
Displays in the World” by National 
Geographic.

St. Augustine invites all holiday guests 
and local businesses to join together 
during the festivities along with thou-
sands of visitors who will ride the Old 
Town Trolley’s Famous Nights of Lights 
tour to experience the wonderland of 
more than three million white twinkling 
lights. During the tour, guests will be 
offered complimentary hot apple cider, 
homemade cookies and the 3D view-
ing glasses which dramatically illustrate 
the city’s lights and decorations while 
listening and caroling to holiday music 
favorites on the trolleys.

Through Saturday, Dec. 29 from 6 p.m. 

– 8 p.m., Old Town Trolley presents its 
sixth year of free entertainment with St. 
Johns County school groups and local 
musical acts hosted at the City of St. 
Augustine Visitor Information Center 
on select nights:

Friday, Nov. 30 – Landrum Middle 
School Jazz Band and Drumline

Saturday, Dec. 1 – St. Augustine High 
School Band

Friday, Dec. 7 – Fruit Cove Middle 
School Jazz Ensemble

Saturday, Dec. 8 – St. Augustine High 
School Jazz Ambassadors

Friday, Dec. 14 - Nease High School 
Chorus Group

Saturday, Dec. 15 – St. Augustine High 
School String Ensemble

Sunday, Dec. 16 – Pedro Menendez 
High School Band

Wednesday, Dec. 19 – Showtime U.S.A.

Thursday, Dec. 20 – Gamble Rogers 
Middle School Jazz Band

Friday, Dec. 21 – St. Augustine Concert 
Band

Saturday, Dec. 22 – Voices of St. Au-
gustine

Sunday, Dec. 23 and Tuesday, Dec. 25 – 
Ramona The Band

Wednesday, Dec. 26 – Saturday, Dec. 
29 – The Ancient City Brass Band

Visit www.trolleytours.com/st-augustine 
for more information.

Q: Can you please shed some light on 
the requirements to claim homestead 
exemption and how the current statutes 
treat rentals of homesteaded properties?
A: Since St. Johns County is residential 
for the most part, and more than half 
of our residential properties are home-
steaded, it is important to understand 
how Florida statutes treat homestead ex-
emption, particularly with our growing 
population. First of all, I invite readers 
to please call our office if they have any 
questions at all about this topic.

The key point is that to legally claim 
homestead exemption, you must make 
the residence your primary residence as 
of Jan. 1 of the tax year, as evidenced by 
a Florida driver’s license or other accept-
able ID card showing that address. You 
cannot also be receiving a homestead 
benefit, including a tax credit for home-
stead, from anywhere else in Florida or 
any other state.

Q: Once granted, how long does the 
property retain its homesteaded status?
A: Homestead exemptions renew every 
year unless the taxpayer notifies us 
otherwise or ongoing investigation by us 
proves otherwise. For instance, renting 
out all or a portion of your homestead-
ed property can affect your homestead 
exemption.

Q: What are the rules for renting out 
your homesteaded property to retain the 
exemption?
A: You may rent a portion of your prop-
erty or all of your property if:

1) You do not rent it on Jan. 1 of the tax 
year.

2) You may not rent it more than 30 
days in two consecutive tax years.

3) In any event, if you rent your prop-
erty for more than six month in any tax 

year, it is considered abandonment of 
homestead in Florida.

Q: What happens if the rental rules above 
are broken?
A: If we find a rental that does not meet 
the above criteria — and we have a 
number of ways to find out, including 
change of address forms and investiga-
tors — we are required by State statute 
to:

Remove the homestead exemption.

Remove the Save Our Homes portabil-
ity.

Determine if the rental occured prior to 
this tax year and if so, we will go back 
up to 10 years for back taxes and will 
file a lien on the property.

We are required to collect all back taxes 
and charge a 50 percent penalty on 
the property, in addition to 15 percent 
interest per year that is imposed by the 
tax collector.

It’s especially tough for us to have to 
impose these required punishments, 
particularly for unintentional violations. 
Again, I urge people to call us before 
they rent their home (Airbnb etc.) so 
we can give advice. The burden of proof 
for compliance is on the homeowner. 
If someone calls us, we will tell them 
how to stay in compliance. Our job is 
to make sure you get every exemption 
you’re entitled to … and keep it.

Q: What is the best way for our readers to 
contact you?
A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis 
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500. 
It is open Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. Also, readers can email me 
at Eddie@sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 
827-5500.

Photo courtesy Old Town Trolley Tours 

St. Augustine’s Nights of Lights runs through Sunday, 
Feb. 3.
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St. Johns County Local Government (www.sjcfl.us)
Sheriff’s Office:  
Sheriff David B. Shoar, dshoar@sjso.org, (904) 824-8304 

Ponte Vedra Field Office: (904) 209-2215

Property Appraiser:  
Eddie Creamer, sjcpa@sjcpa.us; (904) 827-5500

Supervisor of Elections:  
Vicky Oakes, voakes@votesjc.com, (904) 823-2238

Tax Collector:  
Dennis Hollingworth, taxcollector@sjctax.us,  
(904) 209-2250

Clerk of Court:  
Hunter S. Conrad, (904) 819-3600 

St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners
District 1:  
Jimmy Johns, bcc1jjohns@sjcfl.us, (904) 209-0301

District 2:  
Jeb Smith,  bcc2jsmith@sjcfl.us, (904) 209-0302

District 3:  
Paul Waldron, bccd3pwaldron@sjcfl.us, (904) 209-0303

District 4: 
 Jay Morris, bccd4@sjcfl.us, 
(904) 209-0304

District 5:  
Henry Dean, bccd5hdean@sjcfl.us, 
(904) 209-0305

St. Johns County School Board  
(www.stjohns.k12.fl.us)
District 4:  
Kelly Barrera, kelly.barrera@stjohns.k12.fl.us,  
(904) 547-7510

State of Florida Elected Officials
State House District 17:  
Representative Cyndi Stevenson,  
Cyndi.Stevenson@myfloridahouse.gov, (904) 823-2300

State Senate District 7:  
Senator Travis Hutson, (386) 446-7610

Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress District 4:  
Representative John Rutherford, (202) 225-2501

U.S. Senate: 
Senator Bill Nelson, (202) 224-5274 
Senator Marco Rubio, (202) 224-3041

FYI Contact Numbers

@

with Kelly Barrera, St. Johns County 
School Board Member, District 4Q A&

Q: Can you share any information about 
the newly released app to support school 
safety?
A: The Fortify FL app is a statewide 
initiative launched by the Attorney 
General’s office, the Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement and the Florida 
Department of Education. It is in line 
with the “See Something, Say Some-
thing” initiative. It is free to download 
from the App Store and Google Play.

Q: So what does the Fortify FL app do?
A: It is important for people to under-
stand that this is a community tool, 
not just a school tool. Anyone who 
has concerns of student and/or school 
safety can make a report. The reports 
are anonymous and the person making 
the report can choose from: “unsafe,” 
“potentially harmful,” “dangerous,” “vio-
lent,” or “criminal activity or threat of 
criminal activity.” The information will 
be submitted directly to the appropriate 
school’s administration as well as SJSO 
and the district safety director. People 
can also make reports at www.getforti-
fyFL.com if they don’t have the app.

Q: Have you received any alerts from 
reports yet?
A: We have received seven so far, but 
most were Code of Conduct issues and 
not safety issues. The app is meant for 
the reporting of safety issues.

Q: Do you have any other updates in the 
area of safety?
A: To improve online safety and combat 
“phishing,” folks will notice that the 
district is beginning to limit the contact 
information available on our websites 
for district staff and employees. We have 
unfortunately had some problems in 

this area that caused us to make this de-
cision. The principal’s email will remain 
and parents can access their student’s 
teacher’s email via HAC, but there will 
be less information published on the 
websites.

Additionally, all counselors and princi-
pals have gone through the Youth First 
Aid workshop. Finally, we are expecting 
to get additional School Resource Of-
ficers on some campuses after the first 
of the year that will be in addition to 
School Safety Officers.

Q: Do you have any other interesting items 
to share?
A: As we are purchasing new school 
buses, the school district plans to buy 
ones with air conditioning. We hope to 
retrofit older buses with air condition-
ing in phases, slowly, as we have money 
to do so. It will be a long process, but 
it’s something I’ve advocated for a long 
time. I think it’s the right thing to do 
for students riding the buses and for 
bus drivers who are working. Our next 
bus order, needed due to an increase in 
students, will hopefully be by the end of 
the year.

Q: What else is happening in District 4?
A: We are gearing up to finish the first 
semester strong. We have increased se-
curity at all events and increased signage 
at schools and athletic events as well. 

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at kelly.barrera@
stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at (904) 
547-7510.

Inquiring Minds
want to know!

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

??
Are you puzzled about something going on in Ponte Vedra or wondering about 
whatever happened on a topic from a previous issue? Email your question to us at 
editor@floridanewsline.com by the fifth of the month and we will do our best to 
track down the information for you. 

While we will do our best to answer all the questions we receive, we may not be 
able to answer all questions received each month. Also, due to publication sched-
uling, the time it takes to research answers may vary. Here is the answer to the 
question we received this month:

Q: After two years of waiting, when is the boardwalk to the beach at Mickler’s Landing 
going to be rebuilt? It has been two years since Hurricane Matthew. No longer is 
access for all available.
A: We reached out to Michael Ryan, Director of Communications for St. Johns 
County, who replied on behalf of the county’s Parks and Recreation Department. 

He said, “Our Parks and Recreation management team currently plans to replace 
the Mickler’s Beach walkover sometime between December and March so it is 
in place before the beginning of the upcoming beach season.  The walkway has 
already been designed and is funded through Impact Fees and Tourist Develop-
ment Council TDC monies.”

At Ackerman Cancer Center, we provide timely answers, 
giving you confidence during the cancer journey.

Let’s solve your cancer puzzle.

"I would go in for a scan and I would come 
out and have the results. I knew exactly 

where I stood with my health."

Hear Judy’s Story AckermanCancerPuzzle.com I-295 & San Jose Blvd.
904-257-5205

AnswersAckerman has the missing piece.
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“My new closet is so beautiful. Tim’s design solved all of my 
storage issues.!”

- Stacy, Ponte Vedra

“Tailored Living took care of everything, they are the garage 
makeover experts!”  

- Kathy, Jacksonville (904) 645-0885
TailoredLiving.com

Garage Floor Coatings

$500Save
on your next garage or 

closet project
Must mention ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/18.

Your space. Defined.

• PremierNX industrial grade floor coating 
outperforms and outlasts traditional 
epoxy floors.

• All work performed by our employees, 
no sub contractors!

• Locally owned and operated.

• Your project will be customized for your 
individual needs.

• Call for a FREE in home consultation 
with our nationally recognized designer.

If you’re overwhelmed and not sure where 
to begin with your project, give us a call 

and we will take care of everything!

garage   ■   closet   ■   pantry   ■   laundry room

Thank You Jacksonville for 
voting us the best Home Organizer 
for 3 years in a row!

Public viewing areas will be open to 
all, with several options for specta-
tors to come watch the exciting 
parade. Under the Palm Valley 
Bridge (County Road 210) and both 
the east and west sides of the Intra-
coastal Waterway are open to public 
viewing. Parking will be available 
for the public. There are also mul-
tiple restaurants with great vantage 
points where spectators can view the 
parade over dinner and drinks. These 
wonderful establishments along the 
waterway include Barbara Jean’s, The Palm 
Valley Fish Camp, Lulu’s and Palm Valley 
Outdoors. The public is encouraged to 
make restaurant reservations ahead of 
time. 

“This festive tradition brings the Palm Val-
ley and Ponte Vedra community together 
like no other,” said Wendy Patton, public 
relations chair for the event. “Everyone 
looks forward to it all year long. They start 
asking what the date for next year will be, 
almost immediately. This event is a great 
way to celebrate the holidays and bring 
people together.” 

Volunteers and donations are always wel-
comed and appreciated. As a completely 

volunteer operated non-profit event and a 
supporter of the Palm Valley Community 
Center, the event’s success and turnout is 
directly correlated to the generous fund-
raising of local residents and supporters. 
Sponsorships are also available to inter-
ested business owners. This year, the grand 
prize winner will again receive a $5,000 
prize. Smaller prizes will be given for dock 
winners.

“A lot depends on the weather, but we 
usually have 12 – 25 boats participating. 
The boats judge the docks and the dock 
owners judge the boats. It’s a really fun 
event,” Patton said. 

For more information, visit http://palm-
valleyboatparade.com/

Boat Parade cont. from pg. 1

The Ponte Vedra High School Ocean 
of Sound marching band wrapped up 
its regular season on a high note as they 
head for the FMBC state competition 
in Tampa on Nov. 17. The band earned 
its highest ever competition score of 
89.25 for their finals performance at the 
Echoes of Excellence Regional Compe-
tition on Nov. 3, where they featured 
their eye-popping 2018 show, “The 
Mistress of All Evil,” based on Malefi-
cent and the classic Sleeping Beauty 
fairytale. The band placed second, just 
behind class 5A band Fleming Island 
High School which scored 89.7. The 
band also took home finals trophies for 
Best in Class Visual and Best in Class 
Music. During preliminary competi-
tion, drum majors Holly Anderson, 
Camilo Victoria and Riley Jett earned 
the Distinguished Drum Major award. 
The awards kept coming with Superior 
ratings in all remaining categories: Visu-
als, Music, General Effect, Percussion, 
Color Guard, and Overall Band Perfor-
mance. 

At the Golden Eagle Classic on Oct. 
13, the Ocean of Sound successfully 
defended its title as Grand Champion 
against 14 other bands and was the 
only band to receive a Superior rating 
during their preliminary performance 
in all categories: Music, Visual, General 
Effect, Percussion, Auxiliary and Drum 
Major. For their finals performance, the 
band received awards for Best General 
Effect, Best Visual and Best Music, 
contributing to an overall score of 75.40 
and edging out the Spruce Creek High 
Steppin’ Hawks, a class 5A band. Riding 
the wave of that win, the band earned 
straight Superior ratings at their Musical 
Performance (MPA) assessment held at 
Bartram Trail High School on Oct. 27.

The Ocean of Sound started its com-
petitive marching season by placing 
second out of 14 bands at the First 
Coast Marching Invitational on Oct. 
6 at Nease High School. Kicking off 
the evening by winning the 4A class in 
preliminaries, the band also took the 
awards for Best Music, Visual Perfor-
mance and General Effect. In finals 
performance, they scored 72.8, just 
behind class 5A band Sebastian River 
High School’s 75.5 score.

Expectations for the band have been 
high this year as they reflect on their 
breakout season in 2017 during which 
they secured Grand Champion awards 
in two FMBC Regional Band Com-
petitions and placed ninth out of 14 
bands in Class 4A semifinals at the state 
FMBC Championships. 

“Last year was such a terrific year for 
this group and we’re building off of that 
momentum. We still have a lot of work 
to do to prepare for State, but these 
performances prove that we’re not a 
one-season wonder,” said Band Direc-
tor Jermaine Reynolds. “We know we 
are only as good as our last performance 
and are pushing ourselves to have our 
best run every single time we take the 
field.”

The Ocean of Sound is comprised of 
107 musicians and 13 color guard, 
having graduated 22 seniors in 2017 
and welcomed 28 freshman this year. In 
his third year as PVHS band director, 
Reynolds contributes the band’s growth 
and success to many things includ-
ing hard work and dedication by the 
students, his top-notch staff including 
auxiliary director Lauren Nock, and 
the many parent volunteers and Band 
Boosters who make the program pos-
sible.

Ocean of Sound proves it’s not a 
one-season wonder
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com
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904.280.0058
Complimentary in-office  

consultations

822 AIA N. Ste#310  • Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
www.DanArmstrong.com

Do you have questions concerning Probate, 
Estate Planning or Elder Law?
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare Our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 11/12/18. CDs offered by 
Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per 
insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. 
Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for 
additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD 
values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates 
rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, 
the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover 
losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields 
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of 
interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through 
Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold 
by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Karsten L Jacobson, CFP® 
Financial Advisor

2208 Sawgrass Village 
Drive 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
32082 
904-285-9898

6-month 2.35 $1000

1-year 2.75 $1000

2-year 3.10 $1000

F
D

I-
18

6
7H

-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare Our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 11/12/18. CDs offered by 
Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per 
insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. 
Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for 
additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD 
values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates 
rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, 
the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover 
losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields 
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of 
interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through 
Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold 
by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Karsten L Jacobson, CFP® 
Financial Advisor

2208 Sawgrass Village 
Drive 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
32082 
904-285-9898

6-month 2.35 $1000

1-year 2.75 $1000

2-year 3.10 $1000

By Scott Grant
ScottGrant@StJohnsBusinessMonthly.com

Amendments, we can agree on

There is a popular meme flying around 
the internet that says, “Given a choice 
between ice cream and a kick in the 
head, Florida would vote 50.5 to 49.5.” 
We laugh because it’s true; at least it 
seems true at times. Florida has been 
the sight of lots of nail-biting elections. 
Anyone remember Bush v. Gore in 
2000? In this last election, three state-
wide races went to a recount. As I write 
this, I do not know how those elections 
will come out. What I do know is that 
we have a hard time choosing between 
Republicans and Democrats and that 
both parties have fervent followers.

However, when we were faced with 
choices that did not have a D or an 
R after them, we were remarkably 
unified. There were 12 Constitutional 
Amendments on the ballot this cycle 
and we passed 11 of them, most by a 
pretty wide margin. It turns out that 
while we cannot agree on who should 
be the governor, almost 70 percent 
of us are against offshore oil drilling 
and vaping indoors, the same percent 
that dislike greyhound racing. Eighty 
percent of us oppose lobbying and 
abuse of office. I guess that is not a big 
surprise. 

The other thing that is shocking is that 
the electorate did not seem to be overly 
affected by advertising. The vaping 
amendment passed by a huge margin 
with very little financial support. The 
founder of Broadcom, Disney, and the 
Seminole Tribe spent more than $90 

million to pass Amendments 3 and 6. 
Those did not pass by as wide a margin. 
Kelsey Grammer practically lived on 
our TV screens and we barely passed 
his amendment. 

I imagine that if all ballot questions 
were presented in the same manner, 
without party reference, that we would 
all agree a lot more than we do. Who 
isn’t in favor of better schools? Or 
higher property values? I am sure we 
would vote for clean water and a lot of 
other things as long as we did not see 
them as partisan issues.

If they put an Amendment on the bal-
lot calling for higher stock market val-
ues, would you vote for it? Most of us 
would, I think. The good news is that 
we do not need an Amendment for 
that. It turns out that the stock market 
pretty much always goes higher. Since 
1980, the value of the S&P 500 has 
increased about 2,500 percent, since 
1950 about 14,000 percent. Of course, 
it is important to remember that the 
market’s rise is never a straight line! The 
stock market advance is often more like 
a drunk stumbling down the sidewalk. 
Stocks can and do go down, but over 
the long run they have provided sub-
stantial returns for wise investors.

Scott A. Grant is President of Standfast 
Asset Management in Ponte Vedra Beach. 
He welcomes your comments or questions 
at scottg@standfastic.com.

MarketInsight

Baptist Health has 
recently acquired 
12 acres of land in 
the master planned 
community of 
Nocatee for a new 
health campus. 
Groundbreaking for 
the comprehensive 
health campus will 
take place in early 
2019.

“The new health campus will provide 
Nocatee residents and adjacent com-
munities access to expanded clinical 
services, tailored programming and 
state-of-the-art facilities,” said Keith 
Tickell, vice president of strategic as-
sets/real estate at Baptist Health. “Our 
goal is to design and plan based on the 
active, high-quality lifestyle already 
embodied by local residents.”

Committed to bringing health care 
to this community from the begin-
ning, Baptist Health opened a Baptist 
Primary Care location in Nocatee Town 
Center in early 2015. Offering newly 
extended service hours and an expand-
ed team of caregivers, this primary care 
office will relocate to the new building 
when it opens. A variety of services will 
be incorporated in the single location.

“Our vision is to create a highly con-
venient, innovative center for health 
care and wellness services for the whole 
family,” said Matt Zuino, president of 

physician integration at Baptist Health.

The facility, located just west of Nocatee 
Town Center and the Lakeside neigh-
borhood facing Nocatee Parkway, will 
utilize the space to its fullest potential. 
The building will face a lake and be ac-
cessible via walking paths and golf cart 
paths in the community.

Health care providers and educators on 
this expansive new campus will focus on 
delivering interactive experiences and 
events designed for residents of all ages, 
including health and safety program-
ming provided by THE PLAYERS 
Center for Child Health at Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital.

“Convenience is key,” said John Wil-
banks, FACHE, executive vice president 
and chief operating officer at Baptist 
Health. “So we’re bringing together 
comprehensive services tailored to the 
needs of this vibrant community.”

Baptist Health plans comprehensive 
health campus in Nocatee 

Graphic courtesy Baptist Health 
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Call or email Linda Gay
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com   
(904) 607-5062
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This ‘n That By Mims Cushing
mail@floridanewsline.com

Seven little words that changed my life

Answers
Puzzlesto

 ou
r

Answers to puzzles on page 12

ST. JOHNS  
Race Track Rd. • next to Memorial Emergency Center
111 Doctor’s Village Dr. • Ste. 400 • St. Johns, FL 32259

ST. AUGUSTINE
22 St. Johns Medical Park Dr. • St. Augustine, FL 32086

WILLIAM J. GLENOS, D.M.D., P.A.
Board Certified Orthodontic Specialist For Children, Teens, and Adults

904.79SMILE (797.6453) • smilesbyglenos.com
Connect with us!  Like us on Facebook

SAVE ORTHODONTIC EXPENSE!
Call for a FREE ORTHODONTIC  

Growth & Development EXAMINATION

Creating

Beautiful 

Smiles
for Over 

25 Years!

Best Orthodontist 
in St. Augustine

YOU DREAM IT, WE DESIGN IT

904-229-7895

Kitchen Design 
Cabinets

10210 San Jose Blvd, Jax, FL 32257

Free 
Appliance Package (up to $3500)

 with Kitchen remodel
Call for details

Grand Opening

&FULL KITCHEN                
       BATH REMODELS

Gracious living  
a world apart

W e s t m i n s t e r  S t.  A u g u s t i n e

Discover a stunning and serene natural setting where 
an active lifestyle is just the beginning. Our beautiful 
community of quiet neighborhood streets has it all: A 
convenient location at World Golf Village, beautiful 
residential apartments and single family homes, a 
maintenance-free lifestyle, and the assurance of a full 
continuum of supportive and healthcare services. 

Visit WestminsterStAugustineFL.org 
or call (877) 271-1417 today to  

schedule your personal tour.

235 Towerview Drive | St. Augustine, FL

One day, 35 years ago, I received a flyer 
inviting me to attend Bread Loaf Writ-
ers’ Conference, the granddaddy of all 
writing conferences. It is a 10-day nest 
for fledging as well as for more estab-
lished writers. Started in 1926, it takes 
place every summer at Middlebury Col-
lege in the green hills of Vermont. 

I’d been writing a weekly lifestyle 
column for a supplement to a local 
newspaper in my hometown, Stamford, 
Conn. I wanted to branch out and write 
for more publications, so I signed up. 
Getting a plethora of rejections from 
magazines coast to coast disappointed 
me. I wanted a coach. Breadloaf would 
assign a mentor to me, and mine was 
Ron Powers. It was a thrilling thought, 
though intimidating. Powers is an 
Emmy winner and also won a Pulitzer 
prize for criticism. He has written 10 
books. 

Classes taught by established authors 
run all day. In the evening writers read 
from their as yet unpublished works. 

John Irving read from his draft of one 
of his unpublished books. We were 
spellbound. We were riveted. And 
exhausted.

Eventually Powers and I met in the caf-
eteria. I’d sent a writing sample to him 
in advance as requested.

“You’re a good wordsmith,” he said. 
“You string words together well. But…” 
(ah, that scary word) “you are just writ-
ing essays. You need to interview people 
and do profiles.” 

Now, this is where I blew it. 

I replied, “Oh, I can’t do that. I am way 
too shy.”

And then he said in a thunderous voice 
the seven words that bounced into my 
very core. “There is no such thing as 
shy!” Was the entire cafeteria staring at 
us?

This ‘n That cont. on pg. 12
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Get to Know . . .

Life travel • pantry raiders • gardening
fishing • entertainment • puzzles

By Ken Gillespie
mail@floridanewsline.com

Kelly Altosino-Sastre

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  Email Martie 
Thompson at  editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Kelly Altosino-Sastre

Kelly Altosino-Sastre

By Mims Cushing
mail@floridanewsline.com

 

141 Hilden Road, #202, Ponte Vedra, FL  32081 

Featuring 904.810.2027 

 Retail Showroom 
 Cabinetry 
 Flooring 
 Furnishings 

 Remodels 
 Design Consultation 
 Window Treatments 
 Project Management 

 Artwork  
 Lighting 
 Accessories 
 Fabrics 

www.DonnaManciniInteriorsandFlooring.com 
904.886.7415     MaidBrigade.com

Less mess & less stress 
this holiday season

Less mess & less stress 
this holiday season

Gift Certificates Available

Let us help 
with your 

holiday cleaning!  

Let us help 
with your 

holiday cleaning!  

Deeply Personalized 
     and Considerate Care

• Comprehensive Integrative 
Medicine Consultations

• Advanced Wellness Family
   Programs for Autism, 
   Lyme Disease, Chronic Disease
• Primary Care Pediatrics

JULINGTON CREEK
1633 Race Track Rd. • Suite 103
Jacksonville, FL 32259

PONTE VEDRA
1102 A1A N. • Unit 104
Ponte Vedrea Beach, FL 32082

HODGES
4745 Sutton Park Court • Suite 801
Jacksonville, FL 32224

Virtual Consultation 24/7 
Text or Face Time with Dr. O

Aylin Ozdemir 
MD, FAAP, ABIHM

904-287-7000
www.obtainhealth.com

After Kelly Altosino-Sastre and I spent 
an hour talking in her Nocatee home 
I first came away at a loss for words as 
to how to capture her essence. To get 
around temporary writer’s block I turned 
to the classic reference book “Roget’s 
Thesaurus.” The book’s pages indeed 
triggered a number of word choices that 
best describe her persona: liveliness, 
animation, vivacity, spiritedness, bub-
bliness, and effervescence. Slang terms 
would be pizzazz, pep and moxie. All 
these characteristics power a purpose-
driven individual with a clear focus on 
mission and goals. 

Altosino-Sastre currently serves as 
founder and president of the Rotary 
Club of Ponte Vedra, which is Florida’s 
newest club. Altosino-Sastre and hus-
band Aristides relocated to Nocatee from 
Coral Gables four years ago to be near 
their three adult children and six grand-
kids. Also, Altosino-Sastre’s 97-year-old 
dad lives nearby in Del Webb. Altosino-
Sastre has long worked with nonprofits 
and presently has her own consulting 
business working with nonprofit execu-
tive boards on strategic planning. 

Q: What things are you most proud of in 
your life?
I got married when I was 18, went to 
college and earned a bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degree while raising three children, 
working, coaching and running a soccer 
league, and serving on several nonprofit 
boards. I am proud of the countless 
Rotary projects that I have worked on 
to make people’s lives better. I am most 
proud to have wonderful children whose 
life’s work is service: Aris is a family 

medicine physician; Cameron works 
with students with disabilities; and 
Stacci is a deputy with the St. John’s 
Sheriff’s Office. They all have amazing 
families. 

Q: Tell us about your involvement with 
Rotary.
I was invited to join The Rotary Club 
of Coral Gables in May 1996. At that 
time there were not many women in 
the club of 170 members; women were 
not able to join Rotary until 1989. I 
quickly jumped in by serving on just 
about every committee, and then over 
time was appointed to serve as chair of 
those groups. I was elected president for 
the 2003 – 2004 Rotary year. I have also 
served on leadership teams at the district 
level as well as an instructor for All 
Florida Rotary PETS (Presidents-Elect 
Training Seminar) 

Q: What are some principles you live by?
Be good in the world … be honest and 
authentic … make things happen … 
always have a Plan B … be resilient. 

Q: Anything on your Bucket List?
Three very different items. 1. To hear 
Andrea Bocelli sing “Sogno” (Dream) in 
the Teatro del Silenzio in Tuscany, Italy. 
2. l love photography and sports, and 
would like to take an award-winning 
soccer photo, not for the award, but 
to capture an incredible moment in a 
game for others to enjoy. My love of 
photography was instilled in me by my 
father-in-law. I started photographing 
my children as babies, at their sport-
ing events, then moving on to flowers 
and nature. Now I take pictures of my 
grandchildren. 3. To raise a million dol-
lars for my Rotary club’s foundation so 
we can continue doing good both locally 
and globally. 

According to Ponte Vedra Beach resident John Carson flag football games at Sunshine 
Park and UNF every Saturday have drawn tremendous interest from local residents. 
He said, “The parents, grandparents, uncles, aunts and family members yell their 
hearts out at every game.” Lucas Snyder of i9 Sports, which hosts the games, pointed 
out that their leagues provide equal playing opportunities regardless of skill level and 
without the pressure of tryouts. “While we do keep score attempting to promote the 
important life lessons of building character through winning and losing, our goal is 
to provide a safe environment where players can learn and enjoy the great game of 
flag football in an organized league,” Snyder said. Visit www.i9sports.com for more 
information or to find a local league.

Flag football enjoyed by all
Photo courtesy Erin Frauenheim
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We would love to 
publish your great 
news in Ponte Vedra 
NewsLine!

Send it in! Photos also welcome!
editor@floridanewsline.com

BRAG ABOUT YOUR 
SCHOOL OR STUDENTS!

Puzzles Answers to puzzles on page 10
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Thick piece of something
 5. Engine additive
 8. Anticipated arrival time
11. French commune
13. Cigarette (slang)
14. Nobleman
15. Ghana capital
16. Adam’s wife
17. Most popular student
18. Where you currently are
20. Increase motor speed
21. Queen of Sparta
22. North, South and Central
25. Churchgoer
30. Russian empress
31. Female daredevils organization
32. Relating to music
33. Female body part
38. Tyrion Lannister
41. Honored

43. Argentine footballer
45. Novices
47. Wings
49. Doctors’ group
50. Packers’ QB 
55. Qatar capital
56. Unpleasant noise
57. Lovable elephant
59. Sleeping
60. Lute
61. Weight of a liter of hydrogen
62. Crimson
63. Returned material authorization (abbr.)
64. Employee plan

CLUES DOWN
 1. Helps little firms
 2. Type of curtain
 3. Online stock exchange
 4. Irish castle

 5. Audio-system
 6. Places to grab a drink
 7. What’s coming
 8. Designed chairs
 9. Stepped on
10. Genus of birds
12. Consume
14. Ancient Syrian city
19. Australian brewery
23. Not present
24. Necktie
25. What part of (abbr.)
26. Type of compound
27. Jogged quickly
28. Roth is one type
29. Mineral
34. Purpose
35. Financial term (abbr.)
36. Orange is the New Black character
37. Used to cut and shape wood
39. Bullfighter

40. Top of the line
41. Hill
42. Greek mountain
44. Angola’s capital
45. Expressed pleasure
46. Fermented honey beverage
47. Month in the Jewish calendar
48. Frontal is one type
51. Basics
52. Uncommon
53. Broad kimono sashes
54. European defense organization
58. Box score term

RGSS-18-001 River Garden Senior Services - Ponte Vedra Newsline Ad  4C  4.9”x 7.75” 

A unique place to be
  
With bursts of natural light and views to the outdoors, 
River Garden’s 5,500 sq. f t. therapy gym provides a well 
equipped, healing environment for those recovering from 
illness or injury. Our team of certif ied and licensed physical, 
occupational and speech- language therapists deliver highly 
personalized, one-on-one care that wil l challenge you to 
reach your ful l potential.

Encouraged on the road to wellness. 

Request River Garden  

Short-Stay & Outpatient Rehab. 

 Visit rivergarden.org or call (904) 260 -1818. 

I can’t remember anything else after 
that. Shyness had held me back in all 
phases of my life. I was tired of being 
shy. So I decided not to be shy any 
more.

When I returned home I started in-
terviewing people on my block, in my 
town and beyond. Some articles turned 
into cover stories for B-list magazines. 
I interviewed more than 50 people 
including a Buchenwald survivor, biog-
rapher Anne Edwards, business moguls, 
and Bobby Rosengarden, the drummer. 
I shook Hulk Hogan’s mammoth hand 
at JFK, and wrote about WWF; Dizzy 
Gillespie on a jazz cruise; the artist 
Charles Wysocki; interviewed the father 
of the ATM, and wrote a cover story 
about Martha Stewart. 

Four years later, by 1986, I had written 
more than 30 articles for local maga-
zines. “Yankee Magazine,” “Cosmo,” 
and other national magazines still re-
jected me, though the New York Times 
Sunday edition published several opin-
ion pieces of mine and paid me. It was 
the time of my life. It made me (and 
still makes me) happy to bring a little 
cheer into readers’ lives, or information, 
or entertainment.

Did I become overwhelmed at the 
thought of talking to big name celebri-
ties? Well, Ron Howard lived one town 
over from me in Connecticut. The 
thought of even driving up his driveway 
made my shyness skyrocket. 

The funny thing is what I enjoy doing 

most in 2018 is writing essays and book 
reviews. You know what? When you hit 
your 70s, you ought to write — and do 
— whatever you want. But If I’m asked 
to interview someone who intrigues me, 
I will do it. Unless you’re Ron Howard.

We think adults can’t change, but we 
can. Powers switched me from being a 
shy mousekin into someone who loves 
opening people up about themselves. 
“There is no such thing as shy!” Who 
knew how much seven little words 
could change my life? But they did, 
and I am grateful to Ron Powers. You 
can change if you want to. People can 
change you. Be on the lookout for 
them!

This ‘n That cont. from pg. 10
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Community Marketplace 
Call to advertise (904) 886-4919

Ponte Vedra NewsLine
is looking for an 

Advertising Sales Representative!
You will be responsible for selling display advertising space in our print publications.
Responsibilities:
· Grow advertising revenue with new and existing clients
· Create and deliver sales presentations to clients
· Be a hunter: discover new opportunities and provide solutions to new clients
· Answer customer inquiries in a timely and professional manner
· Organize client correspondence and paperwork
Qualifications:
· Previous experience in sales, advertising, or other related field
· Strong negotiation skills
· Ability to build rapport with clients
· Effective verbal and written communication skills
· Ability to thrive in fast-paced environment

EMAIL RESUME TO: PUBLISHER@FLORIDANEWSLINE.COM

Visit our advertisers!
Tell them you saw them 

in Ponte Vedra NewsLine!

Market your 

business for 

only $50 

per month

     
 Job Finder is complimentary for our advertisers.

Part time, enthusiastic, Rec 
and Team  Gymnastics Coach 
needed, Call 904-260-4866

Our growing Pediatrics of-
fice is hiring Medical As-
sistants for patient care/
coordination.  Experience 
in pediatrics and EMR, and 
excellent communication 
skills will make you a great 
candidate to join our team.  
Send resume to gchan-
dler@obtainheal th.com.

Do you love to travel and are 
self-motivated? Looking for 

a career in travel or a new 
Host Agency? Travel Leaders 
of Jacksonville pays high 
commissions to home-based 
IC ’s. Call 904-642-6909 or 
lindsay@travelleaderspc.com.

Looking for experienced 
climber. Must have reliable 
transportation, 5 Years mini-
mum experience. Own climb-
ing gear and equipment a plus 
. Pay based on experience. 
Clean cut and hard working!! 
References required. Call 904-
362-2731 leave a message.

THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE 
NOT BEEN SCREENED BY THE 
SOUTHEASTERN ADVERTIS-
ING PUBLISHERS ASSOCIA-
TION (SAPA); Therefore, any 
discrepancies thereof shall 
not be the responsibility of the 
aforementioned association.  
Your publisher has agreed to 
participate in this program 
and run these ads as a service 
to the Southeastern Advertis-
ing Publishers Association.

To see open positions at 
Orthopaedic Associates of 
St. Augustine, please visit the 
CAREERS page on our web-
site at www.oastaug.com. 

Ponte Vedra NewsLine is-
looking for an Advertising 
Sales Representative! You 
will be responsible for selling 
display advertising space in 
our print publications. See 
below for details! EMAIL 
RESUME TO: PUBLISHER@
FLORIDANEWSLINE .COM

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist 
you want

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit
1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917                                MB17-NM008Ec

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Beware of loan fraud. Please 
check with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau or Consumer 
Protection Agency before 
send ing  any  mone y  to 
any loan company. SAPA

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR - FAST 
FREE TOWING  24hr Response 
- Tax Deduction  UNITED 
BREAST CANCER FOUNDA-
TION   Your donation can help 
save a life!  877-654-3662  

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  All 
Makes/Models 2002-2018! 
Any Condition.  Running 
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free 
Towing!  We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-985-1806 

EDUCATION/INSTRUCTION

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 
– Get FAA Technician certifi-
cation. Approved for military 
benefits.  Financial Aid if qual-
ified. Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance (866)724-5403

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 
- Get FAA Technician certifi-
cation. Approved for military 
benefits.  Financial Aid if qual-
ified. Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 866-453-6204 

FINANCIAL

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay 
a fraction of what you owe. 
A+ BBB rated. Call National 
Debt Relief  855-862-0096.

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Attention Viagra users: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or 
Generic 20 mg yellow pills. Get 
45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Guar-
anteed, no prescription nec-
essary.   Call  844-493-5940

With Medicare, shopping 
around is key. Compare FREE 
Quotes from A-Rated Car-
riers to Save on a Medigap 
Plan Today! Get Covered and 
Save!! Call 855-399-9915

Have a CPAP machine for 
sleep apnea? Get replacement 
FDA approved CPAP machine 
parts and supplies at little 
or no cost! Free sleep guide 
included! 855-808-0483!

MALE ENHANCEMENT PUMP: 
Get Stronger & Harder Im-
mediately. Gain 1-3 Inches 
Pe r m a n e n t l y  &  S a f e l y. 
Guaranteed Results. Free 
Brochure. 1-800-354-3944 
w w w. D rJ o e l K a p l a n . c o m

Suffering from an ADDIC-
TION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or 
other DRUGS?   There is 
hope! Call Today to speak 
with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find 
senior living. Our trusted lo-
cal advisors help solutions to 
your unique needs at NO COST 
TO YOU! Call 844-432-3281

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  
Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own 
book. FREE author submis-
sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 844-660-6943

Have an idea for an invention/
new product?  We help every-
day inventors try to patent and 
submit their ideas to compa-
nies! Call InventHelp®, FREE 
INFORMATION! 866-783-0557

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers .  Call 
for a f ree in-home con-
sul tat ion:   87 7-661-6587

MAKE A Connection. Real 
People, Flir ty Chat . Meet 
singles right now! Call Live-
Links. Try it FREE. Call now 
1-888-909-9978 18+. SAPA

Offer: Book Your Flight Today 
on United, Delta, American, 
Air France, Air Canada. We 
have the best rates. Call 
today to learn more 1-855-
613-1407 Mon-Fri:10:00am to 

7:00pm Sat & Sun: 11:30 am 
to 7:00 pm (all times Eastern)

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-889-5515

Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+?  
You And Your Family May 
Be Entitled To Significant 
Cash Award.  Call 866-428-
1639  for Information.  No 
Risk.  No Money Out Of Pocket.

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-800-508-2824

$ $ O L D  G U I T A R S  & 
A M P S  W A N T E D $ $ 
GIBSON*FENDER*MARTIN. 
ALL  BR ANDS .  TOP DOL-
L A R  PA I D .  C A L L  T O L L 
F R E E  1 - 8 6 6 - 4 3 3 - 8 2 7 7

DIREC T V CHOICE A l l -In-
cluded Package. Over 185 
Channels! ONLY $45/month 
(for 24 mos.) Call Now- Get 
NFL Sunday Ticket FREE!  
CALL 1-855-781-1565 Ask 
Us How To Bundle & Save!

Unable to work due to injury or 
illness? Call Bill Gordon & As-
soc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide 
1-855-498-6323 [Mail: 2420 N 
St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Sleep Apnea Patients - If 
you have Medicare cover-
age, call Verus Healthcare to 
qualify for CPAP supplies for 
little or no cost in minutes. 
Home Delivery, Healthy Sleep 
Guide and More - FREE! Our 
customer care agents await 
your call. 1-844-545-9175

AT&T Internet. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. Ask 
us how to bundle and SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 
Call us today 1-833-707-0984

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels   $14.95 High Speed Inter-
net. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-837-9146

A PLACE FOR MOM. The na-
tion’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 

trusted,   local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-844-722-7993  

Spectrum Triple Play!    TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 
ea .  6 0  M B  p e r  s e c o n d 
speed   No contract or com-
mitment . More Channels. 
Faster Internet . Unlimited 
Voice.    Call 1-855-652-9304

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed    Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-520-7938

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, including a free 
toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-844-374-0013

Start Saving BIG On Medica-
tions! Up To 90% Savings 
f rom 90DAYMEDS!  O ver 
3500 Medications Avail-
able! Prescriptions Req’d. 
Pharmac y  C he cker  A p -
proved. CALL Today for Your 
FREE Quote. 844-776-7620

Cross Country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, 
out of state move $799 Long 
Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long dis-
tance move 1-800-511-2181 

HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net - 25mbps star ting at 
$49.99/mo! FA ST down-
load speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation 
for lease customers! Lim-
ited Time, Call 1-800-610-4790  

HEAR AGAIN!   Try our hearing 
aid for just $75   down and $50 
per month! Call   800-426-4212 
and mention   88272 for a risk 
free trial!   FREE SHIPPING!

KILL ROACHES-GUARANTEED! 
Harris Roach Tablets, Sprays, 
Traps, Concentrate. Avail-
able: Hardware Stores, Home 
D ep o t ,  home dep o t .c om

REAL ESTATE

Behind on your MORTGAGE? 
Denied a Loan Modification? 
Bank threatening foreclo-
sure? CALL Homeowner Pro-
tection Services now! New 
laws are in effect that may 
help. Call Now 1-866-214-4534

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the above 
classifieds. Determining the 
value of their service or product 
is advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers 
do not offer employment but 
rather supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your 
checking, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also beware of 
ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering its 
service. All funds are based in 
US dollars. Toll free numbers 
may or may not reach Canada.

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes 
across the USA! Place your 
ad in over 140 community 
newspapers, with circulation 
totaling over 10 million homes. 
Contact Independent Free 
Papers of America IFPA at 
danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com 
or visit our website cadne-
tads.com for more information

SATELLITE TV

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE! 
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/
month (for 12 mos.) Order Now! 
Get a $100 AT&T Visa Rewards 
Gift Card (some restrictions 
apply) CALL 1-877-666-2821

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/
Truck, Running or Not. Call for 
INSTANT offer: 1-888-417-9150

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel

Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE
& MORE

2018 - 2019 St. Johns County School Calendar
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Quarter 3 - 46
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Quarter 4 - 44

Teacher Optional Planning

Teacher Planning (non-student day)

Teacher Inservice (non-student day)

Classes Resume

Student/Teacher Holiday

End of Quarter

    _ Underline = testing dates

ST. JOHNS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
MASTER CALENDAR

July 2018 August 2018

December 2018November 2018

Board Approved November 8, 2016

2018-2019 School Year

September 2018

Total 180 Days

June 2019

January 2019

Easter - April 21
Survey 3 - Feb. 4-8, 2019

FTE Dates

February 2019 March 2019

April 2019

Survey 2- Oct. 8-12, 2018

May 2019

October 2018

www.FloridaNewsLine.com  | 2018 - 2019 St. Johns County School Directory | 29 

2018 – 2019 School Calendar

JULY 2018 AUGUST 2018 SEPTEMBER 2018

OCTOBER 2018 NOVEMBER 2018 DECEMBER 2018

JANUARY 2019 FEBRUARY 2019 MARCH 2019

Teacher In-Service (non-student day) 

Classes Resume

Underline Type Denotes Testing Days

Teacher Optional planning

Teacher Planning (non-student day)

Student/Teacher Holiday

End of Quarter

ST. JOHNS  
Race Track Rd. • next to Memorial Emergency Center
111 Doctor’s Village Dr. • Ste. 400 • St. Johns, FL 32259

ST. AUGUSTINE
22 St. Johns Medical Park Dr. • St. Augustine, FL 32086

WILLIAM J. GLENOS, D.M.D., P.A.
Board Certified Orthodontic Specialist For Children, Teens, and Adults

904.79SMILE (797.6453) • smilesbyglenos.com
Connect with us!  Like us on Facebook

SAVE ORTHODONTIC EXPENSE! - Call for a FREE ORTHODONTIC  
Growth & Development EXAMINATION

Creating

Beautiful 

Smiles
for Over 

25 Years!

4 2 3
109876
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Holiday Gift Guide   
JUST IN TIME FOR SHOPPING!

• Largest selection of fresh and home-
made pastries in Jacksonville •  
• Great Retail Wine Selection • 

• 2 Free Bottles on a Case Purchase • 
• Free Wine Club Membership •

904.273.7980 • www.jjbistro.com
The Shoppes at Ponte Vedra • 330 A1A North Suite 209 • Ponte Vedra, FL

$10 Off  
Lunch or 

Dinner
Minimum $30 purchase  

before tax
Only one coupon per visit 

– per table
Exp. Date: DECEMBER 31, 2018

Fighting Chance Fitness

BOGO SPECIAL!!
Martial Arts 
and Fitness 

for all!!

St. Johns
450 SR 13 at Race Track Rd 
(next to Publix) 
(904) 230-3242
www.wbu.com/jacksonville

Jax Beach
4138 Third Street South 
(between Trader Joes and Staples) 
(904) 246-6832
www.jacksonvillebeach.wbu.com

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid only at the participating
stores listed. One discount per
purchase. Offer not valid on previous
purchases, gift cards, optics, DSC
memberships or sale items. Offer
valid 12/01/18 thru 12/25/18. 

$10 OFF $50*

12345 Anystreet Drive, North Anycity, ST 12345
(123) 456-7890 • www.wbu.com/city

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid only at the participating
stores listed. One discount per
purchase. Offer not valid on previous
purchases, gift cards, optics, DSC
memberships or sale items. Offer
valid 12/01/18 thru 12/25/18. 

$10 OFF $50*

12345 Anystreet Drive, North Anycity, ST 12345
(123) 456-7890 • www.wbu.com/city

Merry 
    & Bright!

Bird Feeding 
Makes a 

Great Gift

Shopping is a big part of the holiday 
season, when families and friends gather 
to reconnect and exchange gifts. The 
benefits of shopping locally go be-
yond convenience — shopping locally 
can directly benefit your community 
and the people who call it home. Put 
money back into the local economy and 
promote entrepreneurship; consider 
doing some of your holiday shopping 
in your community this year. Following 
are some suggested gift ideas by some of 
our local businesses: 

Travel Leaders: 
Give the gift of travel this holiday sea-
son with a gift certificate to Travel Lead-
ers, which has been assisting travelers in 
the greater Jacksonville area since 1988. 
Our independently owned Jacksonville 
franchise affiliated with the Travel Lead-
ers Network is a leader in both leisure 
and business travel. As professional 
travel agents, travel is our passion and 
our life work. It’s what we do all day 
every day. We have personally been to 
destinations worldwide, stayed at the 
resorts, sailed aboard the cruise ships 
and taken the off-the-beaten path tours, 
so we know what to recommend and 
what not to recommend to our clients. 

Hottest Holiday Gift Ideas from Your Local Businesses
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

We have established relationships in the 
travel industry that enable us to offer 
you special offers and amenities you 
won’t find anywhere else — even online. 
We will be there for you if anything 
unexpected occurs on your trip. We 
have the education and the experience 
to ensure you enjoy exceptional travel 
experiences throughout your lifetime. 
Visit www.TLJAX.com for more infor-
mation.

Wild Birds Unlimited: 
Give the gift of bird feeding from Wild 
Birds Unlimited – The gift that brings 
joy every day of the year! The Advanced 
Pole System (APS) lets you easily cre-
ate a customized foundation to start 
bringing the joy … and we have the 
know how to put together the perfect 
set up for your gift giving. Outfit your 
APS with our lifetime guaranteed bird 
feeders, made in USA with recycled 
materials. We have bird feeding down 
to a science. Want to feed the birds but 
not the squirrels? We have you covered! 
Other great gift ideas include bird baths 
and bird friendly fountains, nesting 
boxes, wind chimes, Solmate and Wheel 
House socks – all made in America. 
Don’t forget the great stocking stuffers 

like Squirrel Poop, Gator Poop and 
Bluebird Poop – whimsically packaged 
finest Chocolate Nut Toffee from our 
friends at Columbia Empire Farms.
Great gifts for all ages and all budgets 
are available. Visit jacksonville.wbu.com 
for more information.

Body Control: 
Direction, support, accountability, and 
fun — these are the principles that 
Body Control built its reputation on. 
In 2014, we opened with a bold vision: 
make fitness fun, engaging, and results-
oriented for everyday people who are 
striving to live their best lives. We set 
out to create a “one-stop shop” set up 
specifically for your success. A new-con-
cept fitness facility with hands down the 
best staff, training programs, and state-
of-the-art equipment in NE Florida. A 
facility that helps real people with real 
needs achieve real results. Now, four 
years later, our members will gladly tell 
you that. So join them and hundreds 
of others, and trust us with your fitness 
goals. At Body Control, you’ll never feel 
lost or overwhelmed.  
Now, if you’re ready to get results and 
make fitness fun, come experience why 
we’ve been voted “#1 fitness facility & 

gym in the 904” for two years running. 
Visit www.bodycontrolgym.com for 
more information.

The community is invited to help 
make the holidays special for the 
women and children of the Betty 
Griffin Center. Drop off the follow-
ing items (new and unwrapped) at 
the St. Johns Golf Club pro shop, 
4900 Cypress Links Blvd. in Elkton, 
now through Thursday, Dec. 13:

Puzzles, card games, books, gift cards, 
hair accessories, infant clothing, baby 
blankets, board games, Disney toys, 
Legos, action figures, art supplies, 
Play-doh, infant pajamas, crafting 
kits, women’s sleepwear, socks, video 
games, electronics for teens, and 
sporting goods.

Contact Kara Pound at (386) 237-
4500 or kpound@sjcfl.us for more 
information.

Holiday gift 
drive for Betty 
Griffin Center



December 2018 Ponte VedraNewsLine | Page 15

Travel Leaders of Jacksonville 
  
  2 Fairfield Blvd, Suite 3   

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082   
 904-642-6909  | TLJAX.COM  
    

Next to Starbucks in Ponte Vedra 
 

Travel Advisor, Jessica Braack | Agency Owner, Lindsay Hardy | Madalena Edwards, Travel Advisor 

We’re looking for qualified 
IC’s to join our team!    

 

15-Day Panama Canal from Miami to Los Angeles                     
March 30th, 2019 | Rates from $1679 per person 

Get ready for a thrilling ride on the largest race track at sea on board the 
magnificent Norwegian Bliss. Ask about the award winning Haven Suites! 

Voted Best Accommodations by Porthole Magazine.  

ENJOY FULL MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES:

• 18-Holes of the Area’s Best Golf
• Family & Kids’ Events
• Wine Tastings
• Exciting Social Events
• Banquet & Meeting Space
• Holiday Parties & Events
• Camaraderie only found at Palencia

Please contact Membership Director Michele Oliver for more information on this special offer: 

(904) 599-9040 | moliver@hampton.golf

904.599.9040 | 600 Palencia Club Drive | St. Augustine, FL 32095
palenciaclub.com | info@hampton.golf

Your invitation 
    to experience all that makes a Membership at the Palencia Club so special

You Won’t Find a Better Time to Join

6 MONTH PREVIEW MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE WITH DEFERRED INITIATION FEES!

 120 Everest Lane, St. Johns, FL, 32259

info@bodycontrolgym.com
904-516-0800

@bodycontrolgym

Direction. Support. Accountability. Fun! 

20% off 
our 12 pack of 

Personal Training
Now until 12/20. 

Must bring ad copy.
Voted #1 in the 
904 for 2 years 

in a row! 

Santa will be making phone calls to 
children in St. Johns County, Dec. 
11 – Dec. 13 from 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
each night. Visit www.sjcfl.us/recre-

Santa Calls ation/index.aspx to download the form 
and return it to St. Johns County Parks 
and Rec (or fill the form out online) no 
later than Dec. 7. Santa will call your 
home and wish your little one a warm 
holiday greeting.



Page 16 | Ponte VedraNewsLine December 2018

Anytime Fitness - Nocatee FL

@anytimefitness_nefl 

Anytime Fitness – Sawgrass FL

Your friendly neighborhood 24 hour gym. 
We’ll help you get to a healthier place!

(904) 474-8700

(behind Dunkin Donuts 
@ Nocatee Town Center)

AF@ 
Nocatee 

NOW 
OPEN!

December 
Special

$1 Enrollment
� Free Fitness 
Assessment 

� 2 FREE Group 
Training sessions

Ask about a 7 Day 
Trial w/FREE 

Group Training!

(904) 395-2500

(Next to Pet Supermarket @ Ponte Vedra 
Shopping Center 880 A1A PV Beach)

AF@ 
 Sawgrass 

Opening 
December!

�         App Integrated Cardio Equipment
�         TANNING
�        Family Plans Available
�        Personal & Group Training
�        Degreed Certified Trainers

�         Friendly Staff
�        Private Restroom/Showers
�         Kids Workout program
�         Weight Loss/Nutrition
�        Thousands of locations worldwide

We use Shaklee’s 
non-toxic, green 

cleaning products that 
are safe for you and 

the environment.

Gym Open 24/7

Personal 
& Group 
Training!

Proven program with 
guaranteed results.

OPENING SPRING 2019 
NOW LEASING

Call  today 904.299.8187

885 CROSSWATER PKWY.  |  PONTE VEDRA, FL 32081  |  904.299.8187  |  StarlingLiving.com/NocateeIL  |  Nocatee@StarlingLiving.com

We invite you to explore a new beginning of unmatched convenience and elegance in a carefree 
oasis of luxury featuring exquisite dining options, resort-style amenities, dynamic engagement 
opportunities, robust wellness offerings, and personalized services in a safe and secure environment 
enabling you to live the life you deserve.

Contact us today to learn more about what makes Starling at Nocatee the region’s premier  
rental independent living destination. Be sure to inquire about our limited-time Founders  
program offering reduced pricing and exclusive benefits to our first residents.

Welcome to Starling. Welcome Home.

Independent Living

Preferred Pricing for a Limited Time
No “Buy-In” Fee Required

Or visit our Sales Center today:
885 CROSSWATER PKWY. , PONTE VEDRA, FL 32081

Please give us a call at: 904.299.8187

Located adjacent to Starling’s established Assisted Living  
and Memory Care community.


