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Inquiring Minds
want to know!

Mandarin High 
School makes history 
with first state 
championship win
By Angela Higginbotham
angela@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Mandarin High School

The MHS Mustangs are 8A State Champions!

page 3  
BFF Best Furry Friend

NEW
contest

The Mandarin High School Mustangs 
recently brought home their first 8A 
State Championship trophy in his-
tory — an exciting end to their 11 – 
4 season. The Mustangs won the title 
by defeating Columbus of Miami in 
a nail biting 37 – 35 final score. The 
team’s head coach, Bobby Ramsay, 
has now been with Mandarin High 
School for two seasons. 

Looking into the future of Mustang 
football, focus will be on training well 
from January to April, while becom-
ing stronger and more mature as a 
whole. 

“We are not focused on a repeat and 
we are not going to put that pressure 
on ourselves,” said Mandarin High 
School Athletic Director Brian Rado. 
“Right now we are starting back at 
the bottom and our focus needs to 
be on building our team, developing 
chemistry and improving our special 
teams and our running game.” 

MandarinNewsLine

904-446-9191  �  www.JaxFamilyENT.com

Come & Meet Our 
New AudiologistDr. Raphael

Bartram Park Family ENT
An Ear, Nose, Throat & Audiology Practice for the Entire Family!

Custom Fitted Hearing Aids 
Comprehensive Hearing 

Evaluations
Balance Function Testing

Custom Hearing Protection
Consultation with

ENT Surgeon available 

Patient Driven, 
Physician Led

Photographs capture moments that 
are otherwise gone forever — and the 
Jacksonville Camera Club is passionate 
about sharing knowledge of what to 
practice behind the lens in an effort to 
make photographs even more beautiful. 

Originally formed in 1935, 
the Jacksonville 
Camera Club has 
offered decades 
of encourage-
ment and fun to 
residents interested 
in photography. 
Today, the club has approximately 90 
members from all walks of life who 
share a common love for photography. 
Primarily an amateur club, the mem-
bers learn from each other and enjoy 
making new friends. 

“A lot of people are hesitant to come 
because they feel like they will be 
intimidated. This really is a place for 
any skill set,” said Jacksonville Camera 
Club President Brian Leonard. 

Approximately 50 members attend 
meetings on a regular basis in Man-
darin. Meeting are held on 
the first and third 
Wednesday of 
every month. 
Club 
member 
presen-
tations 
of 
various 
top-
ics of 
inter-
est are 
presented 
during the 
meetings. The 
members also enjoy 
periodically formed inter-
est groups in order to elevate members’ 
experience in certain areas such as 
portraits and lighting.

The Camera Club also 
plans one to two outings 
per month. Most of the 
outings are local and last 
two to four hours. Dur-
ing the year, the club 
usually has one or two 

road trips to 
various loca-
tions, includ-
ing bird shoots 
in South Flor-
ida, fall foliage trips to the 
Smokies and Western North 

Carolina. Weekend trips to Savannah, 
Ga. and other areas of interest in the 
Southeast are occasionally planned 
for members. Members find that the 
outings are a great way to socialize as 

well as 
a great 

op-
portunity 

to practice 
newly learned 

skills.

Quarterly print and digital 
contests are also a highlight of each 
year. Ribbons are awarded for the best 
images. 

Photo courtesy Brian Leonard
Nantahala Lake

Photo courtesy Bill McSherry
Jacksonville Camera Club members

Photo courtesy Brian Leonard
 Beautiful waterfall

Jacksonville Camera Club 
captures Mandarin

By Angela Higginbotham
angela@floridanewsline.com

“The best part of the competitions is 
to see the level of skill in various club 
members as well as hear comments and 
critiques from the judges,” Leonard 
said. “This is a very beneficial way to 
develop new skills. We are also start-
ing contests using cell phone cameras, 

which seems 
to be getting 
more and 
more popu-
lar.” 

The Camera 
Club is cur-
rently form-
ing groups 
to welcome 
new mem-
bers and to 
help oth-
ers become 
aware of the 
resources of-
fered within 

the club. 

“We always have 
members that are willing to go out in 
small groups or do one-on-one sessions 
to help members improve their skills,” 
Leonard said. 

Jacksonville Camera Club meetings 
are held at the Shepherd of the Woods 
Church (Lakeshore Location), 6595 
Columbia Park Ct., near the intersec-
tion of Greenland Road and Philips 
Highway. Anyone interested is invited 
to attend. Visit https://jax.jaxcamera-
club.com for more information.

The Camera Club is currently 

forming groups to welcome new 

members and to help others 

become aware of  the resources 

offered within the club.

Mandarin High School cont. on pg. 15
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RIVER CITY SCIENCE ACADEMY

MANDARIN

River City Science Academy Mandarin
STEM Focused “A” rated school by Florida Department of Education.

After school tutoring & clubs with low or no cost to parents.

Strong focus on rigor, advanced classes, and gifted services

Class updates through easy and quick parent communication app.

Florida DOE certified instructors with continuous 
professional development. Limited Space Available

OP E N  H OU S E  o n  j a n u a r y  2 6 t h  a t  1 : 3 0  p m i n  s c h o o l  c a f e t e r i a

E D U C A T I O N

HIGH PERFORMING SCHOOL 

Apply online at  www.rivercityscience.org/mandarin

10911 Old St. Augustine Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32257   Ph:  (904) 855-8010 ext.4

TUITION FREE

PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL

NOW ENROLLING K-8

FOR 2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR

© Baptist Health 2018

Leading cancer care.
Here at Baptist South.
Bringing the power of the No. 1 cancer hospital in America, MD Anderson 
Cancer Center, and the full resources of Baptist Health, close to home.

Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center at Baptist South now provides 
complete access to comprehensive cancer care, including:

•   Leading cancer doctors providing highly coordinated, personalized  
care for each patient, plus access to highly-experienced surgeons

•   Targeted radiation therapy including a state-of-the-art linear accelerator

•   Infusion therapy for patients whose treatment plans include 
chemotherapy

•   Oncology pharmacists who specialize in cancer therapies including 
immunotherapy

•   Supportive care from nurse navigators plus access to nutritionists,  
genetic counseling, social services, art therapy and more

•   Clinical trials and novel therapies, delivering Baptist MD Anderson’s 
extraordinary care in a new, convenient location. 

For an appointment call: 1.844.MDA.BAPTIST (1.844.632.2278)

Baptist Medical Center South

Medical Office Building 1 

14546 Old St. Augustine Rd.

Jacksonville, FL 32258

John Vu, MD, Zheng Topp, MD, Mark Augspurger, MD, Sridhar 
Srinivasan, MD, and Paul Nowicki, MD, represent our team of  
more than 50 cancer experts at Baptist MD Anderson.
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Call 904-886-4919 NOW to reserve your advertising space!

MYSTERY PHOTO

? ??? Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the Historical St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. 
Our winner was Noreen Donnal. Congratulations!
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answers to the five questions above before 
the 10th of the month. Your pet could be our BFF of the month and you could win a Gift Certificate! 

Does your business cater to pets? Would you like to sponsor our contest? 
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet or sponsor the BFF contest.

BREED: 
Siberian Husky

FAVORITE ACTIVITY: 
Socializing. Loves to see and be seen.

FAVORITE TREAT:  
Twizzlers.....yes, we know.

FAVORITE FRIEND:  
Has a group of buddies he regularly hangs 

with but literally loves everyone. Except cats.
HOW YOUR BFF GOT THIER NAME: 

Already named Lincoln when he adopted us.

Meet Lincoln!

This month’s contest sponsored by:
Earth Pets Natural Pet Market

11740 - 1 San Jose Blvd.
www.earthpetsflorida.com

 Mandarin NewsLine  �  The CreekLine  �  Ponte Vedra NewsLine

Mandarin NewsLine  -  February Ad Deadline is JANUARY 18th

To Advertise Call  (904) 886-4919            �           www.FloridaNewsLine.com

BFF Best Furry Friend
of the month
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Railing Chiropractic ....................................................5
River City Science Academy .................................. 2
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San Jose Episcopal .....................................................13
Smiles by Glenos......................................................... 15
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St Josephs Catholic.....................................................13

Starlight Gymnastics ................................................ 10
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Tumblrz ................................................................................9
UF Health ......................................................................... 19
Vintage Arts .....................................................................8
Weaver & Stratton .......................................................13
Westminster Woods ....................................................6
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Special Section
JANUARY

PG 12
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February’s Enhanced Section 
Love & Marriage

IS YOUR BUSINESS:
A JEWELRY STORE?
A SPA? A SALON?
GET NOTICED 

in this section!

 Call today and ask about advertising in our next issue!
 Email  

Heather@FloridaNewsLine.com
 Call 

Heather  (904) 613-4883

Support our advertisers!
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Be in our  
Calendar Section!

Simply email your information to: 
Calendar@floridanewsline.com
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We are obsessed with giving you an EXCEPTIONAL PATIENT EXPERIENCE.

• Quality, Affordable Dental Care
• Great in-house SAVING PLAN  with multiple discounts
• Convenient location with EARLY & LATE HOURS available
• Children of ALL AGES are welcome
• SAME DAY emergency treatment
• UNBEATABLE IMPLANT PRICES!

Dr. Yunior Molina, DDS, PA
Family, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

Dr. Annette Lorenzo, DDS, CAGS
Orthodontist and Dentofacial Specialist

Multi-Specialty Dental Care
ALL DENTAL SERVICES UNDER ONE ROOF!

• The latest ORTHODONTIC SERVICES provided by a specialist
• COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION or second opinion
• Invisible Ceramic braces, Clear Aligners or Invisalign
•  Therapeutic BOTOX for: MIGRAINES, BRUXISM (grinding and  
    clenching), TMJ( Jaw soreness) 
• Facial rejuvenation therapy using BOTOX & DERMAL FILLERS

Ask us about our 
Botox special 

until January 31st! 

New Patient 
Special  $89

Comprehensive exam D0150, 
Xrays D0220 , cleaning D110

In Office 
Teeth Whitening 
+ Home Trays

ONLY

 $299

9309 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32257 • 904-733-3391beyondbraces.com beauclercdental.com

Hablamos Espanol 
  Senior Citizen 

Discounts

~

Jan. 5
Mandarin Toastmasters meeting
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
South Mandarin Library, 12125 San Jose Blvd. 
Mandarintoastmasters.org

Jan. 5
Bingo Night at St. Joseph’s
Doors open 6:15 p.m.; Games start 7 p.m.
Cody Center, 4152 Loretto Road
Open to the community; (904) 742-8777

Jan. 7
Southside Newcomers Club First Monday 
Coffee
10 a.m.
Mimi’s Cafe in St Johns Town Center
sncmembership84@gmail.com

Jan. 8
Shuffleboard
1:30 p.m. (repeating event on Tuesdays)
Mandarin Park, next to tennis courts at park 
entrance
Just show up unless it rains

Jan. 8
Service Officer available 
4:30 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
Mandarin/St. Johns Elks Lodge, 4280 Oldfield 
Crossing Drive 
(904) 268-4974 (Repeats second Tuesday of each 
month)

Jan. 9
Dementia Support for Caregivers
3:30 p.m.
River Garden, 11401 Old St. Augustine Road
Repeating event on the second Wednesday of 
each month

Jan. 9
Playing HOOKie crochet, loom and knitters 
group
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Whole Foods on San Jose Boulevard
paulab2097@gmail.com (repeating event on 
Wednesdays)

Jan. 10
Book Club/Friends of the South Mandarin 
Library meeting 
1 p.m. / 2 p.m.
South Mandarin Branch Library, 12125 San Jose 
Blvd.
(904) 288-6385

Jan. 10
Mandarin Council networking luncheon
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Bonefish Grill, 10950 San Jose Blvd.
www.mandarincouncil.org

Jan. 10
Magnolia Circle of the Mandarin Garden 
Club
10 a.m.
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road
(904) 707-5509; mandaringardenclub.org

Jan. 10
American Legion Post 372 general 
assembly
6 p.m. meet and greet / 7 p.m. meeting
Mandarin/St. Johns Elks Lodge, 4280 Oldfield 
Crossing Drive
(904) 297-8344 or www.mandarinpost372.org

Jan. 12
DCPS School Choice Expo
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Prime Osborn Convention Center
www.duvalschools.org

Jan. 12
Second Saturday Arts and Farmers Market
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd.

Jan. 12
Friends of the Mandarin Branch Library
2 p.m.
Mandarin Branch Library
(904) 262-5201

Jan. 12
Vintage Arts Grand Re-opening
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
10029 San Jose Blvd.

Jan. 19
Toast of Jax Toastmasters meeting
7:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. 
Baha’i Community Center of Jacksonville, 5034 
Greenland Road
www.toastofjax.com (Repeating event on 
Saturdays)

Jan. 19 – Feb. 23
Northeast Florida AHEC Quit Smoking 
Class
Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Florida Blue – Town Center retail store
Free; call (904) 482-0189 to register

Jan. 21
All Star Quilt Guild
9:45 a.m.
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd.
www.orgsites.com/fl/allstarquiltguild or (904) 
502-5254

Jan. 23
Chat with Duval County School 
Superintendent Diana Greene
6 p.m.
Bartram Springs Elementary

Jan. 23
Planning Ahead: Practical advice for legal, 
financial and health care plan
10:30 a.m.
River Garden, 11401 Old St. Augustine Road
RSVP: (904) 288-7855

Jan. 24
Live Oak Circle of the Mandarin Garden 
Club
7 p.m.
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road
Mandaringardenclub.org

Jan. 24
Mandarin Women’s Club featuring annual 
Fashion Show
Doors open 10:30 a.m.
Ramada Inn Mandarin, 3030 Hartley Road
RSVP by Jan. 17; mcshell@comcast.net or (904) 
859-6299

Jan. 30
Ninth Street Women by Cindy Edelman
10:30 a.m.
River Garden, 11401 Old St. Augustine Road
RSVP: (904) 886-8429

Feb. 9: 
7th annual Florida STEM & Health Expo, 
River City Science Academy Main Campus, 7565 Beach Blvd., 10 a.m.

Feb. 9: 
Frog Painting, Mandarin Museum, 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Feb. 10: 
Jacksonville Symphony: Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra, 
Jacoby Symphony Hall, Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts, 3 p.m.  

Feb. 21: 
Third Thursday Lecture in honor of Black History Month, 
“The Fort Mose Story: A Story That Must Be Told,” Mandarin Community 
Club, 7 p.m.

Feb. 23 – 24: 
World of Nations Celebration, Metropolitan Park
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Photo by MetroCreative

St. Johns
450 SR 13 at Race Track Rd 
(next to Publix) 
(904) 230-3242
www.wbu.com/jacksonville

Jax Beach
4138 Third Street South 
(between Trader Joes and Staples) 
(904) 246-6832
www.jacksonvillebeach.wbu.com

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid in-store at the participating
store listed. One discount per
purchase. Offer not valid on
previous purchases, gift cards,
optics, DSC memberships or sale
items. Coupon expires 1/31/19. 

20% OFF* 
Daily Savings Club Members Save 15% on
food every day. Daily Savings Members can

save an additional 5% with this coupon.

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid in-store at the participating
store listed. One discount per
purchase. Offer not valid on
previous purchases, gift cards,
optics, DSC memberships or sale
items. Coupon expires 1/31/19. 

20% OFF* 
Daily Savings Club Members Save 15% on
food every day. Daily Savings Members can

save an additional 5% with this coupon.

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid in-store at the participating
stores listed. Discount applies for
single item. Offer not valid on
previous purchases, gift cards,
optics, DSC memberships or sale
items. Coupon expires 1/31/19. 

20% Off* 
Daily Savings Club Members Save 15% on food every day. 

Daily Savings Members can save an additional 5% with
this coupon.

13241 Bartram Park Boulevard  | Ste 509 
904-551-9283 | www.railingchiropractic.com

M/T/W/F 8-12  2-6  •  Th 9-1  

In network with most major insurances • Affordable cash plans available • Onsite digital x-ray

Dr. Christopher Railing  
serving the area since 2011

Railing Chiropractic & Acupuncture
Eliminate pain, heal injuries and promote your overall wellness with 

quality chiropractic care from the experienced professionals.

Chiropractic Care 

Pediatric Chiropractic

Injuries & Accidents  

Back, Neck & Joint Pain 

Massage Therapy 

Acupuncture

Newcomers club seeks 
members
Women in the Greater Jacksonville 
area who have moved to the area, are 
long time residents, have had a lifestyle 
change, want to make new friends, or 
want to participate in a wide variety 
of fun activities are invited to check 
out the Southside Newcomers Club. 
Groups and activities include Bridge, 
Bunco, Canasta, day trips, dining out, 
book groups, beading, movies, Mah 
Jongg, lunching at various locations, 
and more. Coffee or breakfast is held at 
Mimi’s Cafe in St. Johns Town Center 
on the first Monday of every month 
and monthly luncheons are held at vari-
ous country clubs with different pro-
grams each month. Membership dues 
for this social group are $30 per year. 
Contact sncmembership84@gmail.com 
for more information. 

SCORE workshop to discuss 
entrepreneurship
Do you have what it takes to be your 
own boss? The South Mandarin library 
has a workshop to help you find out. 
SCORE (Service Corps of Retired 
Executives) will present a program on 
Jan. 9, from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., featuring 
characteristics of successful entrepre-
neurs. You can have your skills evalu-
ated to help you understand what areas 
you might want to work on to increase 

your chances of success. Visit /jackson-
ville.score.org or call (904) 288-6385 
for more information.

Mandarin Women’s Club 
announces annual Fashion 
Show 
It’s time for the Mandarin Women’s 
Club’s annual Fashion Show and lun-
cheon on Jan. 24 at the Ramada Inn in 
Mandarin. Back by popular demand is 
JC Penney. Eight of the club’s members 
will be modeling two outfits each, one 
dressy and one casual. JC Penney will 
also be donating free samples and a 
door prize. Doors open at 10:30 a.m. 
and reservations for the luncheon are 
required. The luncheon cost is $17 and 
must be received by Thursday, Jan. 17. 
To make reservations and obtain pay-
ment instructions, contact Mary at mc-
shell@comcast.net or (904) 859-6299. 
Visit www.mandarinwomensclub.com 
for more information on events, pho-
tos, and membership forms. 

SMART Couples workshops 
offered by UF/IFAS 
Extension
Couples wanting to take their 
relationship to the next level and 
improve their relationship can attend 
relationship education workshops 
starting Jan. 8 at Philip R. Cousin 
AME Church, 2601 Orange Picker 

Road from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. This is 
the “Elevate: Take It to the Next 
Level” workshop, a powerful 
relationship enrichment 
program for couples 
who want to 
improve their 
communication 
skills and to 
strengthen 
their 
relationship. 
Also offered 
is “Before You 
Tie the Knot,” a 
dynamic premarital 
program for couples 
who are striving to start 
their marriages out right which 
will be held on Jan. 10 from 6 p.m. – 
8:30 p.m. at the UF/IFAS Extension 
Office, 1010 N. McDuff Ave. Visit 
www.SMARTcouples.org or call (904) 
255-7450 for more information or to 
register; pre-registration is required and 
closes two days before class starts. 

Young adult authors will 
thrill teens and young 
adults at library
The young adult author panel wrote 
books on paranormal activity, loss, dys-
topia and vampires, and now you can 
meet four popular young adult authors 
during an author panel at South Man-

darin Branch Library Jan. 26, from 12 
p.m. – 1 p.m. The panel includes au-
thors Stacey Horan (“Inland”), Evelyne 
Holingue (“All the Mountains We Can 
Climb”), RL Daniel (“Levitation”) and 
Elle Klass (“The Vampires Next Door”). 
Authors will speak about their novels, 
tell how they got into writing, offer tips 
on writing, and take part in a Q&A. 
Books will be available for purchase, 
and you can have them signed by the 
author. In addition, some books will 
be given away at the event. Call (904) 
288-6385 for more information. 
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Inquiring Minds
want to know!

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

??

Email your question to us at editor@floridanewsline.com

Are you puzzled about something going on in Mandarin or wondering about 
whatever happened on a topic from a previous issue? Email your question to 
us at editor@floridanewsline.com by the fifth of the month and we will do our 
best to track down the information for you. 

with Jacksonville City Council Member 
Tommy Hazouri, At Large District 3Q A&

Discover The 
NaTural choice 
iN seNior liviNg

Fall in love with a stunning natural setting, nestled on 
the waterfront of beautiful Julington creek. enjoy a 
variety of spacious choices in residences, from beautiful 
villa homes to waterfront and garden apartments. and 
let us make life easier with services and amenities to 
enhance your lifestyle, from maintenance-free living to 
dining, housekeeping and 24-hour security — plus the 
assurance of a full complement of supportive services. 

WesTmiNsTer WooDs oN JuliNgToN creek

Learn all there is to smile about—
Call (877) 280-3594 today!

25 state road 13, Jacksonville, Fl
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

active living | assisted living | skilled Nursing | rehabilitation

Accepting 
New Patients

Most Insurances 
Accepted

We Specialize in:
• Normal and High Risk Pregnancy
• Well Woman and Routine                   
    Gynecological Care
• Hysterectomy and Prolapse surgery
• Laparoscopic Surgery
• LEEP/Laser Surgery
• Urinary Incontinence Surgery
• Menopause
• Endometriosis
• Infertility Treatment

FLORIDA WOMAN CARE
 (JACKSONVILLE OB/GYN)

New Location 

Near Baptist 

South Hospital! NEW LOCATION!
904-288-6910

13241 Bartram Park Blvd.
Suite 1309

Jacksonville, Florida 32258

G. Quadir Khan, MD, FACOG

Complete Health Care 
for Women

Q: Can we start with a Parks & Rec 
update?
A: There are a number of improvements 
coming to area parks. At Chuck Rogers 
Park, repairs/renovation of the walking 
trail will soon begin. The trail is fre-
quently utilized by families for walking, 
biking and jogging. The project will 
be completed by the spring of 2019. 
The design plans are being finalized for 
County Dock and the project should be 
advertised for bid by the end of 2018. 
The Parks Department has updated the 
landscaping and amenities in Chaple-
gate Park, which is a small pocket park 
behind the Lowe’s on Old St. Augustine 
Road.  

Greenland Park has an additional open 
field play area, which will allow for 
additional recreational activities at the 
heavily utilized Park. Finally, the Parks 
Department is working on a plan to de-
velop a dog park in the Mandarin area. 
This project is still in the early stages; 
however, we are developing a plan for 
an off leash dog park that will service 
the Mandarin community.

Q: What is the latest in the public works 
area?
A: The Longview Drive drainage 
improvements are in progress, and 
are expected to be completed in May 
2019. Currently in the planning phase 
is a project to add a trail consisting of 
a 500-foot boardwalk and a 200-foot 
long natural surface trail at Palmetto 
Leaves Regional Park. And the expan-
sion to the Mandarin Senior Citizen 
Center is anticipated to begin this 
month. This project will add 13,054 
square feet to the existing 4,646 square 
foot building; it will house additional 
offices, a computer lab, a crafts/ceram-
ics room, a library/conference room, an 
exercise room, an activities room, it will 
enlarge the kitchen, and create addi-
tional storage areas and bathrooms.

Q: Do you have a safety update for 
Mandarin?
A: Along with the project my Rules 
Subcommittee is working on, creat-
ing a Complete Comprehensive Crime 
Reduction Inventory, the city has also 
created a Crime and Safety Task Force. 
These initiatives show that the City of 
Jacksonville is committed to reducing 
crime in all areas, not just Mandarin, 
and we need citizens’ help to do that. 
Get involved, come to the Task Force 
meetings, and most importantly: If you 
see something, say something!

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with Mandarin readers?
A: I’d like to say “Congratulations” to 
the Mandarin Mustangs for winning 
the Class 8A state championship last 
month over Miami Columbus in Or-
lando to become champions of Florida’s 
largest school classification. 

Also, our hearts and prayers continue to 
go out to the Adams family, Mandarin, 
the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, and 
all of Jacksonville who lost a beauti-
ful mother, wife, and dedicated JSO 
officer with the death of Cathy Adams 
in a tragic accident last month. Cathy’s 
husband, JSO officer Jack Adams, was 
also seriously injured. Their two chil-
dren, thank God, survived with minor 
injuries.

Finally, our family, Carol and Tommy, 
Jr. wish everyone a very Happy New 
Year! We hope your holidays were 
joyous and full of time with those you 
love. 

Q: What is the best way for our readers to 
contact you?
A: They can email me at THazouri@
coj.net or call (904) 630-1396.
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FYI Contact Numbers
Duval County Local Government (coj.net)
Sheriff ’s Office: Sheriff Mike Williams, (904) 
630-2120 
Patrol Zone 3: Assistant Chief J.G. Short, (904) 
828-5463
Property Appraiser: Jerry Holland, jholland@coj.
net; (904) 630-2011
Supervisor of Elections: Mike Hogan, mhogan@
coj.net, (904) 630-1414
Jim Overton, taxcollector@coj.net, 
s(904) 630-1916
Clerk of Court: Ronnie Fussell, (904) 255-2000 
Jacksonville City Council
District 6: Matt Schellenberg, matts@coj.net, 
(904) 630-1388
At Large, District 3: Tommy Hazouri, thazouri@

coj.net, (904)  630-1396
Duval County School Board (www.duvalschools.
org)
District 7: Lori Hershey, hersheyl@duvalschools.
org, (904) 390-2375  
State of Florida Elected Officials
State House District 16: Representative Jason 
Fischer, (850) 717-5016
State Senate District 4: Senator Aaron Bean, 
(904) 757-5039
Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress District 4: Representative John 
Rutherford, (202) 225-2501
U.S. Senate:
Senator Bill Nelson, (202) 224-5274
Senator Marco Rubio, (202) 224-3041

@

with Jacksonville City Council Member  
Matt Schellenberg (District 6)Q A&with Duval School Board Member,  

District 7, Lori HersheyQ A&

Jax Multispecialty 

Dental Center

904-786-9200
12276 San Jose Blvd. Ste 314

7101 Normandy Blvd.
Se Habla Español

Our group of dental specialists provide expert 
care from simple to complex cases!

Dr. Dennis M. Mahan, D.M.D
• Oral Surgeon
• 3D CT
• Implants
• Sedation
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions

Dr. Eric M. Olson, D.D.S.
• Prosthodontist
• Full In-House Dental Lab
• From Single Tooth Replacement
 to Full mouth Reconstruction

Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, 
D.D.S.
• Orthodontics
• Braces
• Hygiene Procedure - Teeth Cleaning 
when you are due, no need to have 2 trips 
to the dentist.

Dr. Jessica  Nixon D.M.D.
• General Dentist

Dr. Obdulia Rondon D.M.D.
• General Dentist

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
Includes cleaning & X-Ray

(D0150, D0220, D1110)

$39
EMERGENCY 
EXAM &  
ONE X-RAY

Your smile and investment  
deserve a second opinion.

FREE SECOND
OPINION

DENTURE 
REPAIR

Same day denture repair  
in the office at an  
affordable price.

Ask about our 10% 
Senior Discount!

with 3D X-RAY
FREE IMPLANT  

CONSULT

$500
VALUE

Safe and quick implant placement with 3D 
Cone Beam Scan, for implant supported 

denture, single tooth/bridge. 

To determine implant fee starting at $1500.

904.786.5850
www.JRdentalcare.com

www.JaxDentalCenter.com

Working Together to Create Smiles & 
Relationships for a Lifetime

$99
NEW PATIENT  

SPECIAL
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D.K. Briery, 
CPA, PLC

Certified Public 
Accountant

40 years of 
serving clients.

Let us simplify your Accounting Needs
We specialize in Small Business 

Accounting Services
Bookkeeping - Financial Statements - Tax Prep 

- Consulting and more
We work with our clients to achieve their goals, navigate the complexities 
of today’s accounting world so that their businesses can thrive and grow!

• Tax Planning and Prep for Business/Individual                                   
• QuickBooks Consulting/Training
• Church Accounting - Clergy Taxation
• Pension Plans - IRAs 

Call today for your no cost consultation.
No cost consultation limited to ½ hour.

904-880-3200 | www.dkbrierycpa.com
Located in the Julington Creek Business Park | 12627 San Jose Blvd, Suite 601 • Jacksonville, Florida 32223

Tax Tip of the Month
Will your tax return be easier this year?  Maybe…many will not be able to 
itemize which does simplify to a certain extent, but…WHAT IF YOU HAVE A 
BUSINESS?  In most cases, if you have a business, you will be able to take 
a 20% deduction (Section 199A) outside of the itemized deduction.  This 
calculation can be very complex!  In addition, not all businesses qualify.  
Contact us if you need assistance.

Q: What is the latest on the Mandarin Road 
landscaping project?
A: The planting of trees on Mandarin 
Road is delayed. The original quote we 
received for the project was $90,000, 
but the bid came in at $213,000. To 
be good stewards of our money, we’re 
taking a pause and potentially chang-
ing vendors. We’re not interested in 
changing the number of trees to plant, 
but might need to change the warranty 
on them. We still plan to be planting in 
the first quarter of 2019.

Q: Do you have an update on the Mandarin 
dog park?
A: We haven’t purchased the land 
yet, but are proceeding along more 
quickly than I would have thought. The 
environmental is completed and we 
are working on negotiating a price and 
finalizing the site plan. We hope to have 
this park completed by June 2019.

Q: What can you tell us about what will 
happen to the land behind the South 
Mandarin Library, which was originally 
considered for the dog park?
A: We’re working with the South Man-
darin Library to develop a park behind 

the library to benefit the library and 
its patrons. It will be interactive with 
the library — perhaps including some 
benches so people can read outside.

Q: Do you have any community meetings 
scheduled?
A: I’ll be scheduling a couple of com-
munity meetings in the spring/early 
summer 2019.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with citizens in District 6?
A: December is a good time to take a 
deep breath and reflect and then come 
back engaged for a good dialogue in 
January. I’m looking forward to a great 
2019. 

I hope everyone had a Happy Hanuk-
kah and a Merry Christmas and I wish 
everyone a very Happy New Year! 

Q: What is the best way for our readers to 
contact you?
A: Community members can email me 
at MattS@coj.net or call (904) 630-
1388.

Q: As the new chairman of the school 
board, what do you see as your priorities?
A: Our priorities as a board include 
working on building strong relation-
ships with our partners. Also, on Dec. 
18, the board was presented with a 
facilities report that will be analyzed to 
make recommendations on what to do 
with aging facilities, specifically older 
schools with population shifts. This will 
have little impact on District 7 schools, 
but we will also be looking at projected 
enrollment. We will be engaging the 
community to have an ongoing conver-
sation regarding student needs.

Q: Do you have any school safety updates? 
A: In November, I had the opportu-
nity to meet with the sheriff of Pinel-
las County, Bob Gualtieri, who is the 
chair of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
Safety Commission. We discussed the 
proposal by the commission regarding 
the ability of school boards to levy a 
half mill without referendum. This bill 
has not been filed, but would need to 
be filed by Jan. 11, 2019. The half mill 
would allow for funding for School Re-
source Officers and my question to him 
was if he would consider some flexibil-
ity to allow use of some of the money 
for other school hardening needs, such 
as metal detectors. We also discussed 
that on the commission, none of the 
seven largest school districts in the state 
are represented and how these large 
districts could still have a voice. 

Q: What tools are available for parents 
and students regarding investigating 
school choice?
A: Students who are transitioning to 

middle school or high school should 
make plans to tour schools of interest. I 
would encourage students and parents 
to tour their neighborhood schools as 
they consider choice options as well. 
We have strong schools in Mandarin. 
The School Choice Expo, to be held 
Saturday, Jan. 12, 2019 from 11 a.m. 
– 3 p.m. at the Prime Osborn Conven-
tion Center, is also worth a visit because 
all the schools will be represented in 
one place.

Q: What else do you have to share 
regarding District 7?
A: First of all, I’d like to congratulate 
the Mandarin High School football 
team, which won its first state cham-
pionship! The Mandarin Mustangs 
beat an undefeated team to claim the 
title. I was on the sidelines the whole 
game with Superintendent Greene and 
Principal Kniseley and it was a thrilling 
experience.

I have been attending School Advisory 
Committee meetings throughout the 
district and have plans to attend all 
SAC meetings in District 7 by Febru-
ary.

Coming up on the calendar, Bartram 
Springs will host a chat with the Super-
intendent on Jan. 23 at 6 p.m. Every-
one is invited to attend.

Finally, I would like to wish everyone a 
Happy New Year!

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 
316-3609.

Visit us online at
www.floridanewsline.com
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Briefs

Mandarin based businesses owned and operated by design couple Holly Donohoe and Jan Lindahl

904-600-4ART (4278)
www.vintageartsinc.com

Just some of our services
•  Bathoom/kitchen remodel
•  Solid surface countertops
•  Interior/exterior paint
•  Wallpaper removal
•  Interior Trim
•  Door installation
•  Sheetrock repair
•  Lighting/fan install
•  Flooring install
• Tile installation
•  Siding replacement
•  Termite and wood rot repair
•  Pressure washing
•  Fence repair/install
• Shiplap/barndoor install

10029 San Jose Blvd 
Jacksonville FL 32257 

New 
Location

Operating in Mandarin since 1981 
From the smallest repair to a complete home remodel, we pride ourselves on quality!  Our 
excellent reputation and long list of satisfied clients attest to our superior craftsmanship, 

attention to detail, honesty and integrity. 

Grand
Re-opening

Opening date: 
January 12th

YOU DREAM IT, WE DESIGN IT

904-229-7895

Kitchen Design 
Cabinets

10210 San Jose Blvd, Jax, FL 32257

Free 
Appliance Package (up to $3500)

 with Kitchen remodel
Call for details

Grand Opening

&FULL KITCHEN                
       BATH REMODELS

(904) 323-2063  •  www.ASeasonedAffair.com
Kenyonn Demps, Director

NOW ACCEPTING 
Applications for 

4th Annual 
Ms. Senior 

Diva Pageant and 
11th Annual Ms. Senior 
Jacksonville Pageant

Queens are available 
for appearances

Sponsorship 
Opportunites Available

“ I Do”
Portrait of a Bride

An Evolving Silhouette Lunch and Show

A Fund-Raiser to support community. 

All volunteer service organization with funds going directly to Patriotism, Education, Historic Preservation. 
We are a 501(c) 3 corporation. Donations are tax deductible.

January 12, 2019 at Ramada Inn Mandarin on Hartley Rd. 
Doors open at 11:45 am, Lunch 12:30 pm
Show 1:30 - 3:30 pm with a Q&A session

TICKETS  $65.00 per person

Susan  �  904-268-7357  �  pippin53@comcast.net

The show features the vintage era of the Victorian bride and 
takes you through time to the modern day bride. 

Come enjoy an unforgettable afternoon of delight.

ORDER ONLINE AT:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/i-do-portrait-of-a-bride-

lunch-gala-tickets-48237736368
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare Our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

APY*

% APY*

% APY*

Chance Owen
Financial Advisor
.

605 Sr 13n Ste 101
Fruit Cove, FL 32259
904-230-3385

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 05/09/2018. CDs offered by
Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per
insured depository institution, for each account ownership category.
Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for
additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD
values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise,
the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses
in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted
are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and
do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones
are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward
Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1.95

2.20

2.75

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

6-month

1-year

2-year

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) 
effective 12/17/2018. CDs offered 
by Edward Jones are bank-issued 
and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but 
not yet paid) per depositor, per 
insured depository institution, for 
each account ownership category. 
Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact 
your financial advisor for additional 
information. Subject to availability 
and price change. CD values are 
subject to interest rate risk such that 
when interest rates rise, the prices of 
CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does 
not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commis-
sions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through 
Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. 
Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for 
additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD 
values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates 
rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, 
the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover 
losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields 
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of 
interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through 
Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold 
by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Chance Owen 
Financial Advisor

605 Sr 13n Ste 101 
Fruit Cove, FL 32259 
904-230-3385

3-month 2.40 $1000

1-year 2.75 $1000

2-year 3.00 $1000

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1706838

I don’t 
just see a 
customer.  
I see you.
While other insurance 
companies just see a 
customer, I see a neighbor 
in my community. I’m here 
to get to know who you really 
are so I can help life go right.     
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302

Jacksonville, FL  32223
Bus: 904-268-5522
www.jimregister.com
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FDOT to host third 
open house for S.R. 9B 
landscaping project
The Florida Department of Transporta-
tion (FDOT) will hold a third open 
house Monday, Jan. 7, 2019 at Mis-
sionWay Church at 14985 Old St. Au-
gustine Road #101 to share informa-
tion with the community on proposed 
landscaping plans on State Road 9B 
south of Interstate 295 to Interstate 95.

Those interested can drop by anytime 
between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. to learn 
more about the overall landscaping 
project and provide feedback to FDOT 
staff and project design consultants 
who will be available to answer ques-
tions regarding the project.

The open house will be an informal 
event to inform the public and display 
phase IV plans of the project. The 
full-color renderings will demonstrate 
what the landscaping may look like 
upon completion of the project and 
will incorporate comments received at 
the previous open house. No formal 
presentation will be made. 

The current proposal for this $4 mil-
lion landscaping project will include 
plantings of numerous species of trees, 
palms, shrubs, ornamental grasses, 
irrigation and other incidental work 
relating to the overall landscape for the 
corridor. The landscaping project is 
expected to begin late 2021.

The project has been developed 
through District Two’s FDOTree 
program, which was developed to 

promote communication, delivery and 
construction of the Florida Department 
of Transportation’s Northeast Florida 
landscaping program.

Opthamologist practice’s 
founder retires 
Forty-one years ago, Clay Eye Physi-
cians and Surgeons was founded by Dr. 

C.M. Harris and Dr. John D. Wilcox. 
They committed to provide the North-
east Florida community with quality, 
patient friendly eye care. Through-
out those years, additional dedicated 
ophthalmologists and staff have joined 
to expand the group and extend their 
“patient first” mission. 

Dr. Wilcox said, “Over the past 40 
years, Clay Eye has experienced tre-
mendous growth and I am proud of 
the practice that we’ve built. While 
some things have changed, the focus on 
patient care never has. I’m incredibly 
blessed to have a wonderful, supportive 
family coupled with an amazing career. 
I am leaving my patients in competent 
hands with my incredible colleagues. As 

Photo courtesy Clay Eye Physicians and Surgeons

Dr. John D. Wilcox

Briefs cont. on pg. 10
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Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.

www.nemetzdental.com
We are in-network providers with Metlife, Delta, Cigna,  

United Healthcare and most other PPO Plans.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223 (Between Sonny’s BBQ & CareSpot)
(904) 292-2210 • www.NemetzDental.com

Water Problems?

Ask Us About 
Salt Delivery

Or Rental 
Systems

Iron • Bacteria • Sulfur • Salts • 
Color • Lead • Hardness And Odor

• REMOVE •

3760 Kori Road • 904-262-0197 • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

CALL TODAY FOR STRAIGHT ANSWERS, NO HIGH PRESSURE!
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems to meet your needs and your budget!”

FREE WATER 
TESTING

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems to meet your needs and your budget!”

www.dpjax.com  Visit Our Virtual Office   |   904-868-4984
FL Lic #3387314

Invites local seniors to a 
Questions Answers Session with 
area professionals discussing:

� How the new tax laws can effect you
� Current state of the local real estate    
    market
� Estate Planning
� Independent & Assisted Living 
� Trustee Services

No selling will be conducted. 
Only quality information provided and important 
questions answered for seniors & their families.

Distinctive Properties 
of Jacksonville

Sunday, January 27th @ 4:30pm 
Italian American Club 
2838 Westberry Dr & Mandarin Rd
Complimentary admission but 
space is limited, So
RSVP to dpjacksonville@gmail.com 
or Call 904-868-4984  

SENIOR INFORMATION
SEMINAR

Let us help you 
and your family 
be at your best!

Sarah Dew-Reeves,
Ph.D.

Lisa D. Bailey,
Ph.D.

If you are concerned about your child’s academic performance, attention, emotions or 
behaviors, we can help. Our detailed assessments provide information to support your 
child’s learning and growth. We also offer individual and family therapy, educational 

groups and workshops.

12412 San Jose Blvd., Suite 203 | Jacksonville, FL 32223
Phone: 904-432-3321 | Fax: 904-432-3324

www.nautilusbehavioralhealth.com

Assessments we offer include:
• Psychoeducational (IQ & Achievement) 

•   ADHD •  Gifted  •  Memory
•  Standardized Testing Accommodations 

• Infant/Toddler Development

Over the course of their lives, many 
people pick up a variety of financial 
accounts from multiple sources. They 
might have a few IRAs from different 
providers, a couple of old 401(k) plans 
from past employers, an insurance policy 
(or two) purchased many years ago, and 
a scattershot of stocks, bonds, certificates 
of deposit and other investments.

If this picture describes your situation, 
you may want to think about consolidat-
ing. For one thing, having a variety of ac-
counts can run up a lot of fees. Further-
more, you’ll have lots of paperwork to 
keep track of all your accounts, including 
several different tax statements. Plus, just 
by having so many accounts, you risk for-
getting about some of them — and if you 
don’t think you’d ever forget about your 
own money, consider this: Well over $40 
billion in unclaimed cash and property, 
including 401(k)s, pensions and IRAs, 
is awaiting return to the rightful owners, 
according to the National Association of 
Unclaimed Property Administrators.

Consolidating your accounts with one 
provider can give you a centralized, uni-
fying investment strategy, one that can 
help you in the following ways:

• Diversification: If you own several dif-
ferent financial accounts, including IRAs, 
401(k)s and online accounts, you might 
have many similar investments within 
them. You might even own a cash-value 
insurance policy containing investments 
that closely track the ones you have in 
the other accounts. This type of duplica-
tion can be harmful, because if a market 
downturn primarily affects one type of 

Consolidating accounts can lead to 
clear financial strategy
By Chance Owen
mail@floridanewsline.com

asset, and your portfolio is dominated 
by that asset or similar ones, you could 
take a big hit. But if you have all your 
investments in the same place, a financial 
professional can review your holdings and 
recommend appropriate ways to diver-
sify your investment dollars. (Be aware, 
though, that while diversification can 
reduce the impact of market volatility on 
your portfolio, it can’t guarantee profits 
or protect against all losses.)

• Staying on track: With all your ac-
counts in one place, you’ll find it easier 
to keep the big picture in mind and make 
the moves necessary to help you progress 
toward your financial goals. Two main 
actions include buying or selling invest-
ments and adjusting your portfolio to 
make it more aggressive or conservative, 
depending on your situation. 

• Avoiding mistakes: If you own several 
separate accounts, you could see a loss 
in one or more of them and overreact 
by selling investments that could still be 
valuable to you. But with a consolidated 
investment platform, you can see more 
clearly that the impact of a loss may be 
small, relative to the rest of your hold-
ings.

As we’ve seen, consolidating your invest-
ment accounts with a single provider can 
have several advantages. So think care-
fully about bringing everything together 
– you may find that there’s strength in 
unity.  

This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by local Edward Jones Financial Ad-
visor, Chance Owen. Email chance.owen@
edwardjones.com for more information.
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Lowest Cost Braces in 1/3 the Time!

Appts. 6:30am–7pm & on Saturdays!
New Patients Always Welcome!

®
As Low as

$99/mo.12058 San Jose Boulevard
Suite 102

Jacksonville, FL 32223
Call 904-880-3131 or

Text Us at 904-584-3777
KrantzDentalCare.com ©
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*The statement “1/3 the cost...1/3 the time” is typical Fastbraces patient 
experience relative to traditional braces. Your Fastbraces case may take a 

longer or shorter time, & may be less or more costly.

Our #1 Priority: Your Children!
Classes are exciting and motivating!

 (904) 260-4866
www.starlightjax.com

I-295 and San Jose Blvd.

• Great Birthday Parties •  
• Fun Fridays • Camps •

$15 OFF
Registration Fee 
Through 1/31/19

Thompson Furniture in Lakewood Promenade Center
1626 University Blvd. W.  Jacksonville, FL 32217

904-683-5931   www.thompsonfurniturellc.com

Featuring Reclaimed 
Wood Furniture

Just In!

We treat EVERY customer 
like they are famous!

FREE 
Flat Repairs

Ride Home 
Available

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

NEW LOCATION!

www.FamousTireCenter.com

500 SR 13
904-217-7326
Behind McDonald’s
Next to Primrose
(formerly Julington Creek Tire)

Let Jay 
and his 
team give 
you 5-Star 
Service

STORE
HOURS:

Mon. - Fri. 7 am-6 pm
Sat. 7 am-5 pm
Sun. 8 am-4 pm

$25 OFF
$50 OR MORE 
PURCHASE
Must present coupon. 
Not valid with any 
other offer.
Expires 2/16/19 - MNL

Limited quantities. Does not 
include disposal fees, tax, 
installation.  Offers cannot be 
combined.

Locally owned and operated

Prudential Financial Planning Services
Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP®, CLTC
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License Number 0E93910
701 San Marco Blvd, Jacksonville, FL,
32207
904-313-4553
Comprehensive Financial Planning
Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), 
doing business as Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client  agreement. 
Offering insurance and securities products and services as a registered representative  of Pruco, and an 
agent of issuing insurance companies.  1008115-00001-00

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), 
doing business as Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client  
agreement. Offering insurance and securities products and services as a registered representative  
of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies. 
1008115-00001-00  D5404

Exp. 03/05/2020

IGX4-D5404

Name, [Designations]* 
Financial Planner  
[Insurance License # 123456789]
[AR and CA [<ST>]] 
[Street, city, state, zip]
[(000) 000-0000]
Comprehensive Financial Planning

insert your 
photo here

(Optional)

Prudential Financial Planning Services

FP
Financial Planning Services–Product List

Variable text area 
9pt/10 Arial

Designations as permitted by  
The Field Stationery Graphics  
Standard Guidelines

*See Field Stationery Graphic 
Standards Guidelines  
regarding the use of approved
designations. See Field 
Stationery Graphic Standards 
Guidelines for details. Note: 
You must adhere to spacing 
requirements as outlined in 
the logo standards. Therefore 
you may be limited in terms of 
how many lines of non-required 
(optional) personalization can 
be included.

 D5404

2’s, 3’s & Free VPK

Registration Rally!
Wednesday, January 16, 10am-12pm

10365 Old St. Augustine Rd., Jax, 32257

Drop in during our Rally for a tour where 
you can observe preschool in action! 

Food, prizes, and registration incentives!

PPP@cfcjax.com or (904) 262-3007
If the Rally date does not work for you, contact us anytime to schedule a visit!

FOR 2019-2020

I reflect on my career, it’s heartwarming 
to know that I have cared for multi-
generational families — from grandpar-
ents to grandbabies, and for that I feed 
humbled and privileged.” 

Prior to his Clay Eye career, Dr. Wilcox 
served as a Navy Captain in the Medi-
cal Corps as a Flight Surgeon/Ophthal-
mologist and retired in 2002 after 33 
years of service. 

Senior information seminar 
offered
A Senior Information Seminar will be 
offered by Distinctive Properties of 
Jacksonville, free of charge on Sun-
day, Jan. 27 at 4:30 p.m. at the Italian 
American Club, 2838 Westberry Drive. 
The focus of the event is to provide cru-
cial, accurate information for seniors of 

the Mandarin community so they can 
make sound decisions on housing and 
financial matters. 

Local professionals presenting the 
information include Tod Smith, 
Partner, Law Offices of Khol & Smith, 
discussing estate planning and legal 
matters; Connie Meyer, Counselor, 
Westminster Woods, comparing op-
tions in senior living care; Mary “Biggs” 
Knauer, Professional Trustee, describ-
ing the services a trustee can provide; 
and Carlos Parada, Broker/Owner of 
Distinctive Properties of Jacksonville, 
sharing local market conditions and  
key factors in selling a home in today’s 
market. Seniors can attend with their 
families. Seating is limited; RSVP to 
dpjacksonville@gmail.com or call (904) 
868-4984.

Briefsr cont. from pg. 8

Terri Pope of Mandarin was the winner of the two annual memberships to the 
Comedy Zone, donated by Ramada Inn – Mandarin and given away in a drawing at 
the 22nd annual Fall Festival and Chili Cook Off by Mandarin NewsLine. The Fall 
Festival and Chili Cook Off is an annual event sponsored by the Mandarin Council 
of the Jax Chamber and this year was held on Nov. 17. Congratulations, Terri!

Chili Cook Off attendee wins big!

Photo courtesy Emily Whitehead
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At Ackerman Cancer Center, we recognize the needs of our patients and 
provide timely access to the most advanced care, including Proton Therapy.

Let’s solve your cancer puzzle.

“I started my Proton Therapy treatment two weeks 
ahead of schedule. That was a big deal to me.”

Hear Reggie’s Story AckermanCancerPuzzle.com San Jose Blvd. & I-295
904-257-5205

TimeAckerman has the missing piece.

Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.

11705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Brian E. Floro DMD, PA
General and Family Dentistry

(904) 268-0830 • www.florodental.com

• Exams and Cleanings • Placing and Restoring Dental Implants 
Extractions • Root Canals • Crowns and Bridges • Veneers and Teeth  Whitening  

Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

New Patient Special

$99
Exam, Digital X-Rays

This offer is exclusive to self-pay  
patients and may not be used with any  

insurance program.  
Must present coupon. Expires 1-31-19.

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

Whitening for Life!

$99 
Contact the office for details.

Must present coupon. Expires 1-31-19.

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

Brian E. Floro DMD

Voted one of the top dentists 
in Jacksonville

by Jacksonville Magazine

By Brett Nolan
mail@floridanewsline.com

The John Henry Jacks House, Part 1

Built in 1887, this residence was first 
owned by John Henry Jacks and his fam-
ily. In this part one of the story, we are 
going back in time to look at the history 
leading up to John Henry Jacks and his 
family building their home in Mandarin. 

Originally living with his mother, step-
father, and two sisters — Francis and 
Letitia — in what is now downtown Jack-
sonville, hardships fell on the Jacks family 
during the 1860s. A census during that 
time shows both his mother and stepfa-
ther listed; however, by the time the 1870 
census was conducted, the two heads of 
family were not found. The eldest sister, 
Francis, was listed as a domestic servant 
in a household just outside of Jackson-
ville, in the suburb of LaVilla. Oral his-
tory from descendants of the Jacks family 
tells of Francis making great efforts to try 
and hold the family together, supporting 
it after the death of their parents. 

To avoid the dangers of the Civil War, 
Francis took it upon herself to relocate 
John Henry, who was 16 at the time, 
and their 19 year old sister to Mandarin, 
where they resided in the household of 
a family friend, John Hagan, another 
prominent Mandarin name. In fact, 
Francis even carried a matchbox-sized box 
with a piece of paper inside, a pledge of 
allegiance to the United States that she 
signed, in order to pass through Union 
Army areas of Jacksonville when getting 
to work. During the Civil War, Jackson-
ville and the surrounding parts of Duval 
County constantly went back and forth 
between Union and Confederate hands. 

Francis died young, presumably from 
tuberculosis, never getting married or 
having children; her sole mission on this 
Earth having been solemnly placed as 
a caregiver for her younger brother and 
sister. Many descendants of this fam-
ily would be named after her in honor. 
Meanwhile, back in Mandarin, John 
Henry would go on to marry Ella Eaton 

of Long Island, N.Y. Letitia married Wil-
liam Monson of St. Augustine. 

Monson served in Company D, Tenth 
Regiment of the Florida Volunteer In-
fantry, taking part in the largest battle in 
Florida during the Civil War — the Bat-
tle of Olustee — as well as some military 
actions in Petersburg, Va. Upon returning 
home after the war, he was engaged in the 
lumber industry and moved to Mandarin 
in 1868. He, like his father from Norway, 
was a skilled carpenter who is credited 
with having built several homes, build-
ings, and churches in the Mandarin and 
Loretto areas. Only a handful of Monson 
structures still stand today including the 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church (1891 – 
1912), the Winton estate - Jubilee Hall 
(1887), the Mandarin Store and Post 
Office (1911), and, finally, the home of 
John Henry Jacks. 

(Note: The research collected for this 
article came from William and Anne 
Morrow, descendants of the Jacks family, 
and the Designation Application Report 
for the John Henry Jacks Residence. City 
Bill Number: 1088, 2000).

Brett Nolan is a volunteer with the Man-
darin Museum & Historical Society. Visit 
www.mandarinmuseum.net for more infor-
mation about Mandarin’s history.

(Editor’s Note: Check back next month for 
Part 2 of the history of the John Henry Jacks 
House.)

Photo courtesy Tracey Arpen

The John Henry Jacks House

On Nov. 30, Crown Point PTA invited families to share the highlights of 
their culture with the community. Families, teachers, and PTA members set 
up more than 20 stations representing different countries. Volunteers cel-
ebrated cultures across the globe through music, performances, storytellers, 
and a variety of ethnic food from every country. Students from Mandarin 
High School joined the celebration by filling the multi-purpose room with 
their energy and entertainment throughout the evening. The event brought 
school and community members together to celebrate diversity among stu-
dents. Pictured are Mandarin High School students performing a traditional 
Vietnamese dance.

Crown Point hosts multicultural night

Photo courtesy Yolanda Sanders 
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Health   Wellness Guide   & 

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist

Call 904-262-5550 TODAY  to experience   
Oticon Opn YOURSELF!   

There’s nothing to lose & so much to gain!

www.stavermanhearingcenters.com

The hearing device that works smarter, 
so listening is more comfortable

Oticon Opn™ with BrainHearing™ technology 
helps you process sound exceptionally fast, making speech 
easier to understand and remember.

12276 San Jose Boulevard | Suite 710 | Jacksonville, FL 32223-8674
904-651-0220  � jwells.fct@gmail.com

Personal Trainer 
Health & Wellness Coach

In Home Personal Training

Do you need to lose weight? 
Do you want or need to start exercising? 
Don’t know where to start? 
I come to you, I design an exercise 
  program for you and I train you in 
  your home, fitness facility, or pool. 

Get Healthy 
and 

Feel Great 
Now!

The start of each New Year is always 
a bittersweet time in terms of judging 
our health. At this time, new goals are 
starting to be made and goals from the 
previous year are assessed for success or 
failure. Each year around 41 percent of 
Americans make New Year resolutions, 
over half of which set out to lose weight 
or eat healthier. Yet only 9 percent of 
those indi-
viduals feel 
that they 
were suc-
cessful in 
achieving 
their goals. 
(Statistic-
brain.com, 
2017). 
Why is 
this? 

People tend 
to set goals 
that are 
unfeasible 
in hopes 
that a wave of motivation will arise with 
the New Year. Although this is a great 
concept and shows that individuals want 
to better themselves, it often leads to dis-
appointment when the high expectations 
are not met.

SMART goals are an effective goal setting 
strategy that helps set Specific, Measur-
able, Attainable, Realistic goals in a 
Timely manner. For example, a basic goal 

Nutrition Check: Starting the Year 
off SMART
By Kristen Hicks Ph.D., RDN, LDN and Paige Chaffin
mail@floridanewsline.com

would be “In 2019, I want to be health-
ier.” This goal is hard to reach because 
it doesn’t define what “being healthier” 
means to you. Vague goals can become 
overwhelming and often result in a sense 
of failure.

A SMART goal style could be either “In 
January, I want to consume at least two 

vegetables 
each day” 
or “In 
2019, I 
plan to 
limit go-
ing out to 
eat to less 
than twice 
per week 
for the 
next three 
months.” 
Setting 
more spe-
cific goals 
sets a more 
realistic 

foundation to complete them. 

When setting your goal(s), make sure 
they are meaningful and clear in regard 
to your desired outcome. This will make 
achieving your goals more rewarding. 
More importantly, share your goals with 
your friends and family. Having social 
support may be beneficial towards com-
pleting your goal, and who knows, maybe 
one of them will want to join in on the 
fun. 

Lastly, reward yourself! The path to reach-
ing your goals doesn’t have to be a miser-
able one. When you have hit milestones, 
or are simply feeling accomplished, it’s 
okay to schedule some “you time” or treat 
yourself to something you’ve been want-
ing. This can keep you motivated to set 
and complete more goals.

Setting SMART New Year’s resolutions 
will ensure that the outcome is more ef-
fective and positive. 

Kristen K. Hicks Ph.D., RDN, LDN is 
an assistant professor in the Department of 
Nutrition and Dietetics, Brooks College of 
Health, University of North Florida.

The New Year is traditionally a time of 
reflection and resolutions, often involv-
ing the goal of improving one’s health 
and fitness. In keeping with Mandarin 
NewsLine’s goal for 2019 of support-
ing local community businesses, we 
reached out to advertisers in this Health 
and Wellness Guide and asked them to 
share their expertise and a little about 
what makes their business special:

Jessica Wells: I have been a certified 
personal trainer for more than 20 years, 
and a health and wellness coach for 10 
years. I help people reach their fitness 
and health goals through whole food 
nutrition and exercise. I come to you 
in your home, fitness facility, or pool. 
I look at your health history, your 
goals, I perform a fitness assessment 
and body composition assessment, 
from there I design and teach you, 
your personalized exercise program. I 
teach my clients how to incorporate 
whole food nutrition and eliminate 
processed foods. I help you take one 
step at a time to move forward into a 
healthy living lifestyle. I specialize in 
weight loss, and work with clients after 
physical therapy. My programs include 

resistance training, cardiovascular, core, 
stability, strength, balance, and flex-
ibility training. My passion is to help 
others improve their health. My favorite 
exercise to teach is fitness aquatic train-
ing, and water aerobics.

Staverman Hearing Centers: More 
than 48 million Americans have signifi-
cant hearing loss and almost one in two 
adults over age 65 experience hearing 
loss. Our sense of hearing allows us to 
enjoy the sounds that surround us in 
our everyday lives, such as your favorite 
music and your grandchildren’s laugh-
ter. Life is too short to live without the 
voices and sounds you cherish the most. 
Hearing loss can muffle the joy of your 
existence and make you feel like an 
outsider in your own life.

At Staverman Hearing Centers, we 
understand how important your sense 
of hearing is to your quality of life as 
well as your health and happiness. We 
can help you continue to do the activi-
ties you enjoy, whether it’s, watching 
TV or movies, worshiping at church or 
playing with your grandchildren. Visit 
www.stavermanhearingcenters.com for 
more information.

Your Guide to Health and Wellness in 
the New Year
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo by MetroCreative

Support our 
Advertisers
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TWO
CONVENIENT

LOCATIONS!
JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE • 112-203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK • ST JOHNS, FL 32259

ORANGE PARK OFFICE •1584-1 KINGSLEY AVENUE • ORANGE PARK, FL 32073
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE:
904.264.KIDS | 264KIDS.COM

facebook.com/264KIDS

Exams, Balloons, Fun!

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.

Dr. ROBERT Weaver

PEDIATRIC DENTIST

Dr. PATRICK Weaver

PEDIATRIC DENTIST

Call (904) 262-2121 to reserve your seat!
Never a sales pitch... Only the truth!

How to Pay for Senior Living
10:00am - 11:30am

Hosted by:
Cyndi Perron

Future Events:
March 12: 
Taxes, Finances & Legal Issues

Join us for a series of candid conversations 
about the unique and often complex 

housing-related issues facing Jacksonville’s 
seniors and their families.

SENIOR LIVING OPTIONS SEMINAR

At San Jose 
Episcopal 

Day School  
every child’s 

voice is 
heard.

7423 San Jose Blvd.
  www.sjeds.org

Limited spaces available. Call for a 
personal tour: (904) 733-0352

Find us on Facebook 
and Instagram

Pre-K3 through 
6th Grade

STOP ON RED!
Remember all traffic in both directions must 
come to a complete stop for school buses that 
are stopped, displaying the “stop” signal. 
Motorists traveling in the 
opposite direction 
are exempt from 
stopping if 
the roadway 
is separated 
by a median 
of at least 
five feet 
wide. These 
infractions will be 
strictly enforced.

ACT/SAT workshops: Hard to believe 
but it’s already time for teens to start 
thinking about the SAT and ACT. Col-
lege-bound students can get a jump on 
the tests by taking free workshops at the 
library. ACT/SAT workshops that cover 
test-taking tips, 
strategies and 
sample tests are 
offered at South 
Mandarin 
Branch Library 
Jan. 3, 2 p.m. 
– 3 p.m. and 
Jan. 19, 11 a.m. 
– 12 p.m., and 
at Mandarin 
Branch Library 
Jan. 16, 5 p.m. 
– 6 p.m.

Storytime Plus: 
Young Children Read, Play and Learn 
is a special time for children from birth 
to age five, with a caregiver, to enjoy 
fingerplays, nursery rhymes, and songs 
that promote language development. 
Join a class at Mandarin library Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. — 
come early at 10 a.m. to socialize and 
play — and at South Mandarin library 
Fridays at 10:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. or 
Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. 

Creative Kidstuff: It might be a cool 
month, but Mandarin Branch Library 

has a hot lineup to keep kids ages five – 
12 involved and learning. Start with Art 
Club Jan. 2 at 4 p.m. to promote cre-
ative thinking and expression. STEAM 
Team explores magnets Jan. 5 at 2 p.m. 
And in Kids Read!, Jan. 19 at 2 p.m., 

children will read 
and discuss a popu-
lar book, and make 
a related craft.

Tech Time: If you 
were gifted a new 
iPad, Kindle or oth-
er tablet, and need 
help downloading 
e-books, audio-
books, movies or 
music, your South 
Mandarin library 
can help with 1-on-
1 Tech Tutoring 

at 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. every Wednesday 
in January. Bring your charged laptop 
or mobile device and get one-on-one 
assistance for all of your needs. You can 
also sign up for an appointment online 
at jpl.libcal.com/booking/techtutor. 

The library will be closed Jan. 1 for 
New Year’s and Jan. 29 for Martin 
Luther King Day. Visit jaxpublicli-
brary.org or call the Mandarin Branch 
Library at (904) 262-5201 or the South 
Mandarin Branch Library at (904) 288-
6385 for more information.

Mandarin library branches offer 
something for everyone in January
By Olga Bayer
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Library

Those wanting to learn a new skill for the New Year 
can check into free computer classes and individual 

tech assistance at the South Mandarin Branch Library.
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 The “go to” fan guide 
for THE PLAYERS 

Official tournament information 
from the PGA TOUR

Ad Deadline February 8th

YOUR BUSINESS 
AD IN FRONT OF 
26,000+ FANS!

To advertise (904) 886-4919

March 
12-17

NEW 2019 DATE!

dvertiseA in our

Championship 

Spectators 
Guide

RGSS-18-001 River Garden Senior Services - Creekline Ad   4C  5”x15.75” 

  

With bursts of natural light and views to the outdoors, 

River Garden’s 5,500 sq. f t. therapy gym provides a 

well equipped, healing environment for those recovering 

from illness or injury. Our team of certif ied and licensed 

physical, occupational and speech- language therapists 

deliver highly personalized, one-on-one care that wil l 

challenge you to reach your ful l potential.

A unique place to be

Encouraged on the road to wellness. 

rivergarden.org

Request River Garden  

Short-Stay & Outpatient Rehab.

 Visit rivergarden.org or call (904) 260 -1818. 

The Mandarin Fall Festival and Chili Cook Off, hosted by the Mandarin Council 
of the JAX Chamber, was held on Nov. 17 and nearly $10,000 for charities will be 
distributed. The proceeds will be split between Safe Kids of Northeast Florida, the 
Mandarin Food Bank, Junior Achievement, and the Mandarin Council’s Janet Meisel 
Scholarship Fund, awarded annually to college bound students who live in Mandarin. 
Visit www.mandarincouncil.org for more information.

Fall Festival and Chili Cook Off raises funds for charity

Photos by Martie Thompson



January 2019 MandarinNewsLine | Page 15

Get to Know . . .

By Angela Higginbotham
angela@floridanewsline.com

travel • pantry raiders • gardening
fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLife

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  
Email Martie Thompson at  
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

William Miller

Photo courtesy Will Miller

Will Miller

ST. JOHNS  
Race Track Rd. • next to Memorial Emergency Center
111 Doctor’s Village Dr. • Ste. 400 • St. Johns, FL 32259

ST. AUGUSTINE
22 St. Johns Medical Park Dr. • St. Augustine, FL 32086

WILLIAM J. GLENOS, D.M.D., P.A.
Board Certified Orthodontic Specialist For Children, Teens, and Adults

904.79SMILE (797.6453) • smilesbyglenos.com
Connect with us!  Like us on Facebook

SAVE ORTHODONTIC EXPENSE!
Call for a FREE ORTHODONTIC  

Growth & Development EXAMINATION

Creating

Beautiful 

Smiles
for Over 

25 Years!

Best Orthodontist 
in St. Augustine

Mandarin Arms 
Apartments

11648 Pine Acres Rd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Phone (904) 268-7251

• South Mandarin school district
• Garbage/Pest Control Paid

• Playground
• Fully Electric

• Equipped with Stove, Refrigerator, and 
Mini blinds

2  Bedroom Townhouses
• On Site Manager
Rental Assistance
Rents: $0 - $773

Office Hours~9am-5pm M-F
“This institution is an  

equal opportunity provider.”
FRC (TTY)# 1-800-955-8770 

Rado credits Coach Ramsey for know-
ing exactly what to do to have the 
athletes and staff fully prepared for 
the caliber of teams that they faced 
throughout the season. 

“He put a huge emphasis on off-season 

Mandarin High School cont. from pg. 1

William (Will) Miller grew up in 
Miami. He earned his degree in busi-
ness administration with a minor in 
finance from Florida State University. 
He and his wife, Laura, have been 
married for 42 years and moved to 
Jacksonville 11 years ago. The two 
share a close knit family of seven 
children, 15 grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren. Miller’s 32-year 
career was spent in the insurance 
industry before retirement. Over the 
years, Miller has enjoyed remodeling 
homes, a skill he believes was instilled 
in him at a young age by helping his 
parents around their home. Miller is 
a six year member of the Mandarin 
Community Club and has served 
as the vice president of the club for 
three years. The Millers enjoy living 
in Mandarin and being nearby to 
close family and friends. 

1) What do you enjoy most about living 
in Mandarin?
We live off of Mandarin Road. It’s 
just absolutely beautiful and the stress 
just melts away as you drive along the 
road. 

2) What aspect of the Mandarin 
Community Club do you enjoy most?
The club is a civic minded organi-
zation and I’ve met a lot of really 
nice people. We are always doing 
something for the community. A lot 

of projects that are important to the 
public. 

3) What are your hobbies?
I spend a lot of time at the club. I 
have flipped houses in the past, but 
I think I’m at a stopping point with 
that even though I enjoy it. I like gar-
dening. I also maintain the grounds at 
the Mandarin Community Club. I’ve 
been doing that for four to five years. 

4) How many houses did you remodel 
over the years and what was your 
inspiration behind it?
I was thinking about this recently. I 
think it was 25 properties over the 
years. Early on, we had a rental and I 
decided to build a new 2,700 square 
foot home in its place. I had the ten-
ants leave and we built a beautiful 
home. We lived there for 20 years. My 
parents did push me some and I did 
learn from them while doing things 
around the house. 

5) Any upcoming plans during 
retirement?
Not really. Just enjoying day to day. 
I spend a lot of time with my grand-
children, so we stay busy.

The Mandarin Com-
munity Club held its 
annual membership 
meeting and dinner 
on Dec. 7 at the club 
building on Mandarin 
Road. The theme this 
year was a “Nutcracker 
Holiday” and featured 
dozens of nutcrackers, 
many brought in for 
display by members.

The election of the 
2019 board of directors took place dur-
ing the business portion of the evening. 
Susie Scott will serve as club president 
in 2019 with Jim Hill as vice-president, 
Pat Adams as treasurer, and Betty 
Wolfe as secretary. Eighteen at-large 
members were also elected. A complete 
list appears on the club website, www.
mandarincommunityclub.org.

Part of the Mandarin community since 
1923, membership in the Mandarin 
Community Club is open to all. Several 
events are planned for the upcoming 
months including a tree give away in 
February and the annual Mandarin Art 
Festival on Easter weekend.

Mandarin Community Club elects 
new officers
By Doris Hastings
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Doris Hastings

New to the board for 2019: Mari Terbrueggen, Michele Glavich,
Jacqueline Thompson, K LuCille Bennett, and Bill Webster.

Not pictured: Brett Nolan.

New officers and board members for 2019.

conditioning. He increased the time 
devoted in the weight room and our 
young men were a much stronger and 
more physical team because of it,” Rado 
said. “I also firmly believe the character 
of these young men was a big factor in 
their success.”
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Puzzles Answers to puzzles on page 18
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Political action committee
 4. One point north of due east
 7. Marital
12. Religious building
15. Intrinsic nature of something
16. Safe to drink
18. Letter of credit
19. Single Lens Reflex
20. Keeps you cool in summer
21. Monetary unit
24. The Eye Network
27. Moving with a bounding 
stride
30. Figures
31. Of the pia mater
33. Male offspring
34. Indicates near
35. Calvary sword
37. South American plant
39. Doctor of Education

41. Something to take
42. Remove the edges from
44. Inattentive
47. Pick up
48. Latch for a window
49. Region of the U.S.
50. Windy City ballplayer
52. The NFL’s big game (abbr.)
53. Be permanently present in
56. Novice
61. Pirate novel
63. In a law-abiding way
64. Where one sleeps
65. Criticize

CLUES DOWN
 1. Bullfighting maneuver
 2. Egyptian Sun god
 3. Predatory semiaquatic reptile
 4. Register formally

 5. Eating houses
 6. Japanese port
 7. Genus of rodents
 8. Nigerian city
 9. Milliwatt
10. Mistake!
11. Women’s __ movement
12. Greeting
13. Songbirds
14. An arrangement scheme
17. Heartbeat test
22. Push back
23. Intended for the audience only
24. Cycles per second
25. Impartiality
26. Polio vaccine developer
28. Bowel movements
29. South American Indian
32. Queen of Sparta
36. Confederate soldier
38. Emerged

40. Death
43. __ and flowed
44. Folk singer DiFranco
45. Email folder
46. Throbbed rhythmically
51. English rockers
54. Disaster relief operation
55. American model and TV 
personality Katherine
56. Potable
57. Tough outer layer
58. __ Spumante (Italian wine)
59. Troubles
60. Negative
62. Camper

Gardening Winter — No worries By Master Gardener Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Preparing for winter should have been 
no problem, given that we know we 
will have at least one or two cold snaps, 
when our temperatures can dip into 
the mid to upper 20s. Twenty-four 
to 48 hours before low temperatures 
are expected, water your landscape if 
it hasn’t rained recently (a simple rain 
gauge is a useful tool). The day of the 
anticipated overnight frost or freeze, 
move potted plants to a sheltered area 
and wrap them completely, including 
the pot as roots are particularly vulner-
able. Cover tender landscape plants, 
ensuring that the covering reaches 
down to the ground so it can trap the 
warmth from the soil. Any gaps and the 
warm air will simply rise up and out of 
the covering while cold air seeps in. It’s 
important to anchor covers if a windy 
night is expected (http://edis.ifas.ufl.
edu/mg025). Commercial frost cloth 
is the ideal choice, but old sheets or 
blankets will do. Some of us use plastic, 
but it must be removed the following 
morning before the sun has a chance to 
overheat the plants; they can also suffer 
cold damage if the plastic has made 
contact with foliage. 

Winter vegetables will be fairly safe, un-
less the freeze is more than a few hours. 
Brassicas — collards, cabbage, broccoli 
and the like — are often sweeter after a 
cold snap; it’s certainly true of Brussels 
sprouts. 

Perhaps surprisingly, there are a num-
ber of vegetables that can be planted in 
January. For a detailed look at the pos-
sibilities, refer to the “Florida Vegetable 
Gardening Guide,” http://edis.ifas.ufl.
edu/vh021. This publication is a must 
for would-be urban farmers; even if you 
have only space for a small raised bed, 
or perhaps a large pot or two, there’s 
every chance that vegetable gardening 
will grow on you. You will find recom-
mendations of tried and true varieties 
in the guide, but current seed catalogs 
will have more information about the 
newest vegetables. Noteworthy catalogs 
include Johnny’s Selected Seeds and 
Totally Tomatoes.

Vegetables like red-leaved mustards, 
Swiss chard with colorful stems, frilly-
leaved carrots, and various kales are 
attractive enough to incorporate into 
flowerbeds. Just make sure that if you 
buy vegetable starts they come from 
the vegetable section of the nursery, 
and not the flowering plant area: the 
latter may either have been treated with 
chemicals that make them unsafe to eat 
or are ornamental varieties simply not 
grown to be eaten.

We are now in Eastern Daylight Time 
and are restricted to using an in-ground 
irrigation system once a week, if 
needed, either before 10 a.m. or after 4 
p.m. Early morning is the best choice, 

as water will evaporate off of foliage 
during the day, reducing the chance of 
diseases. The use of a hose with a cut-
off valve is permitted at any time, as is 
using a drip system — ideal for the veg-
etable garden — or watering can. For 
more information see: https://tinyurl.
com/ycaxqway. There are allowances 
for watering more often under some 
circumstances, but the general rule 
makes sense. Our landscape plants have 
slowed their growth and consequently 
need less water. When our clocks spring 
forward, we will be back to watering 
twice a week — if needed — when our 
plants, including our lawns, are starting 
to leaf out again.

The University of Florida website Gar-
dening Solutions is very user friendly, 
and if you enjoy reading about your 
areas of interest, be it native plants, 
shrubs, trees, or vegetables, you could 
start here: https://tinyurl.com/yc-
t56umj. It will certainly help me to 
keep my New Year’s resolution: to make 
my landscape more wildlife friendly, 
using native plants as well as Florida-
Friendly plants (https://tinyurl.com/
yc3pt6jt) to supply food, shelter, and 
water for my non-human neighbors. 
Have a Happy New Year, everyone!

Mixed Breed, Large (over 44 lbs fully 
grown)/Mix 
2 years old
Male

Meet Bo!

The Jacksonville Humane Society 
is open 12 p.m. – 7 p.m. on week-
days, and from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

on the weekends. 
Call (904) 725-8766 

for more information.

Domestic Shorthair/Mix
1 year old
Female

Meet Missy!
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Community Marketplace   Call (904) 886-4919

Visit our advertisers!

Tell them you saw them in Mandarin NewsLine!

Market your 

business for 

only $55 

per month

     
 Job Finder is complimentary for our advertisers.

Southlake Dental Care is 
looking for an outgoing and 
highly motivated individual 
to join our front-office/busi-
ness team.  Please apply 
at jobs.heartland.com or 
email us at southlakedc@
m y d e n t a l m a i l . c o m .

THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE 
NOT BEEN SCREENED BY THE 
SOUTHEASTERN ADVERTIS-
ING PUBLISHERS ASSOCIA-
TION (SAPA); Therefore, any 
discrepancies thereof shall 
not be the responsibility of the 
aforementioned association.  
Your publisher has agreed to 
participate in this program 
and run these ads as a service 
to the Southeastern Advertis-
ing Publishers Association.

To see open positions at 
Orthopaedic Associates of 
St. Augustine, please visit the 
CAREERS page on our web-
site at www.oastaug.com. 

Ponte Vedra NewsLine is-
looking for an Advertising 
Sales Representative! You 
will be responsible for selling 
display advertising space in 
our print publications. EMAIL 
RESUME TO: PUBLISHER@
FLORIDANEWSLINE .COM

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the above 
classifieds. Determining the 
value of their service or product 
is advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers 
do not offer employment but 
rather supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your 
checking, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also beware of 
ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering its 
service. All funds are based in 
US dollars. Toll free numbers 
may or may not reach Canada.
ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes 
across the USA! Place your 
ad in over 140 community 
newspapers, with circulation 
totaling over 10 million homes. 
Contact Independent Free 
Papers of America IFPA at 
danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com 
or visit our website cadne-
tads.com for more information

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Beware of loan fraud. Please 
check with the Better Business 
Bureau or Consumer Protec-
tion Agency before sending any 
money to any loan company. SAPA

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR - FAST FREE 
TOWING 24hr Response - Tax De-
duction  UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION  Your donation can 
help save a life!  877-654-3662  

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  All 
Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any 
Condition.  Running or Not. Top $$$ 
Paid! Free Towing!  We’re Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-985-1806 

EDUCATION/INSTRUCTION

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 
– Get FAA Technician certif i-
cation. Approved for military 
bene f i t s .   F inancia l  A id  i f 
qualif ied. Job placement as-
sistance. Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance (866)724-5403

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get 
FAA Technician certification. Ap-
proved for military benefits.  Finan-
cial Aid if qualified. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 866-453-6204 

FINANCIAL

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free 
in 24-48 months. Pay a fraction of 
what you owe. A+ BBB rated. Call 
National Debt Relief 855-862-0096.

HEALTH & MEDICAL

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99, 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed! 
Cal l  Today 1-866-339-0930.

With Medicare, shopping around 
is key. Compare FREE Quotes from 
A-Rated Carriers to Save on a 
Medigap Plan Today! Get Covered 
and Save!! Call 855-399-9915

Have  a  CPAP machine  f or 
s leep apnea? Get  replace-
men t  F DA  ap pro ve d  CPAP 
machine par ts and supplies 
at little or no cost! Free sleep 
guide included! 855-808-0483!

FREE Health Insurance Quotes 
from Allied Insurance Partners. 
Act Fast! Open Enrollment Ends 
December 15th. Do Not Miss Out 

on 2019 Coverage! Compare 
Quotes From Top Companies. No 
Obligation Call: 1-866-347-0123

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
Cut your drug costs! SAVE $$! 
50 Pills for $99.00. FREE Ship-
ping! 100% Guaranteed and 
Discreet. CALL  1-844-249-3984

MALE ENHANCEMENT PUMP: 
Get Stronger & Harder Imme-
diately. Gain 1-3 Inches Perma-
nently & Safely. Guaranteed 
Results. Free Brochure. 1-800-
354-3944 www.DrJoelKaplan.com

Suffering from an ADDICTION 
to Alcohol, Opiates, Prescrip-
tion PainKillers or other DRUGS?   
There  is  hope!  C a l l  Today 
to speak with someone who 
cares. Call NOW 1-855-866-0913  

INTERNET SERVICES

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak 
Data. FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-866-770-8954

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral ser-
vice. Contact our trusted, local ex-
perts today! Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 1-855-401-6444. 

Lung Cancer?  Asbestos exposure 
in industrial, construction, manu-
facturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause.   Family in the home 
were also exposed. Call 1-866-
795-3684 or email cancer@break-
inginjurynews.com.   $30 billion is 
set aside for asbestos victims with 
cancer. Valuable settlement mon-
ies may not require filing a lawsuit.

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over 
a million families find senior living. 
Our trusted local advisors help so-
lutions to your unique needs at NO 
COST TO YOU! Call 844-432-3281

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  Page 
Publishing will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE author 
submission kit!  Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 844-660-6943

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, 
ONE DAY updates!  We specialize 
in safe bathing.  Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  87 7-661-6587

Offer: Book Your Flight Today 
on United, Delta, American, Air 
France, Air Canada. We have the 
best rates. Call today to learn more 
1-855-613-1407 Mon-Fri:10:00am 
to 7:00pm Sat & Sun: 11:30 am 
to 7:00 pm (all times Eastern)

DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included 
Package. Over 185 Channels! 
ONLY $45/month (for 24 mos.) 
Call Now- Get NFL Sunday Tick-
et FREE!  CALL 1-877-666-2821 
Ask Us How To Bundle & Save!

DISH TV - $59.99/month for 190 
channels. $100 Gift Card with 
Qualifying Service! Free premium 
channels (Showtime, Starz, & 
more) for 3 months. Voice remote 
included. Restrictions apply, call 
for details.  Call 1-855-784-9695

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home 
Trial. Comfort Fit . Crisp Clear 
Sound. If you decide to keep 
i t ,  PAY ONLY $299 per aid . 
FREE Shipping. Call Hearing 
Help Express 1- 866-744-6150

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 
60 MB per second speed. No 
contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. Unlim-
ited Voice. Call 1-855-528-4962

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate 
o n  C a r p e t i n g  &  F l o o r i n g . 
Cal l  Today! 1-800-508-2824

Cross Country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of 
state move $799 Long Distance 
Movers. Get Free quote on your 
Long distance move 1-800-511-2181 

Lung Cancer?  Asbestos exposure 
in industrial, construction, manu-
facturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause.  Family in the home 
were also exposed. Call 1-866-
795-3684 or email cancer@break-
inginjurynews.com.  $30 billion is 
set aside for asbestos victims with 
cancer. Valuable settlement mon-
ies may not require filing a lawsuit.  

HEAR AGAIN!  Try our hearing 
aid for just $75 down and $50 
per month! Call    800-426-
4212 and mention 88272 for a 
risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
C A L L  N O W !  8 8 8 - 8 8 9 - 5 5 1 5

Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+?  You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled 
To Significant Cash Award.  Call 
866-428-1639 for Information.  No 
Risk.  No Money Out Of Pocket.

Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right 
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. 
Call NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.    

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
FAST download speeds. WiFi 
built in!  FREE Standard Instal-
lation for lease customers! Lim-
ited Time, Call 1-800-610-4790  

$$OLD GUITARS & AMPS WANT-
ED$$ GIBSON*FENDER*MARTIN. 
ALL BRANDS. TOP DOLLAR PAID. 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Spectrum Triple Play!  TV, In-
ternet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 
60 MB per second speed No 
contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. Unlim-
ited Voice.  Call 1-855-652-9304

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you 
have Medicare coverage, call 
Verus Healthcare to qualify for 
CPAP supplies for little or no 
cost in minutes. Home Delivery, 
Healthy Sleep Guide and More - 
FREE! Our customer care agents 
await your call. 1-844-545-9175

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Call 1-855-837-9146

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript 
submissions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive Ser-
vices: Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-626-2213 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/classif ied

Unable to work due to injury 
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disabil-
ity Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide 
1-855-498-6323 [Mail: 2420 N 
St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included 
Package. Over 185 Channels! 
ONLY $45/month (for 24 mos.) 
Call Now- Get NFL Sunday Tick-
et FREE!  CALL 1-855-781-1565 
Ask Us How To Bundle & Save!

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Start-
ing at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per month. 
Ask us how to bundle and SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 
Call us today 1-833-707-0984

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and instal-
lation! Call us at 1-844-374-0013

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral ser-
vice. Contact our trusted,   local ex-
perts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-844-722-7993  

Star t Saving BIG On Medica-
tions! Up To 90% Savings from 
90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Medica-
tions Available! Prescriptions 
Req’d. Pharmacy Checker Ap-
proved. CALL Today for Your 
FREE  Quote .  84 4 -7 7 6-7 620

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered to-the-door Omaha Steaks! 
Makes a great Holiday gift! SAVE 
75% PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers!  
Order The Family Gourmet Feast - 
ONLY $49.99.  Call 1-855-349-0656  

mention code 55586TJC or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/love13

REAL ESTATE

Behind on your MORTGAGE? De-
nied a Loan Modification? Bank 
threatening foreclosure? CALL 
Homeowner Protection Services 
now! New laws are in effect that 
may help. Call Now 1-866-214-4534

Gated, level, all wooded, 5+acre 
building lots, utilities available 
in SE Tennessee,  between Chat-
tanooga and Nashville.  www.
timber-wood.com  Call now to 
schedule a tour 423-802-0296.

SATELLITE TV

DIRECT V SELECT PACKAGE! 
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/
month (for 12 mos.) Order Now! 
Get a $100 AT&T Visa Rewards 
Gift Card (some restrictions 
apply) CALL 1-87 7-666-2821

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels   
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Call 1-855-419-7188

WANTED TO BUY

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/
Truck, Running or Not. Call for 
INSTANT offer: 1-888-417-9150

Want s  to  purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas in-
terests . Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

O R T H O D O N T I C  T E C H N I-
CIAN CAREER OPPORTUNITY 
Our team is looking for the 
right person to join us in 
providing the highest qual-
ity orthodontic care for our 
patients in St . Augustine 
and St. Johns area. email: 
info@smilesbyglenos.com

Massage Therapy
Alicia Nordman LMT

Only $50 an hour #MM12329/MA53865

Swedish • Deep Tissue
Neuromuscular Therapy 

(904) 514-5788
www.hunterlmt.com

A New U Massage located in San Jose Office 
Center, Next to Sonny’s and Ace Hardware

$5 OFF with this ad.

• Driveways • Concrete Removal
• Patios • Driveway Extension
• Walkways • Pavers

Call Today for Free Decorative
Trim with Driveway Job! 

Catering to the needs of the Homeowner

FREE ESTIMATES
838-1836

Divine Mercy 
House Thrift Shop

10% off when 
you use this 

coupon

11018 Old St Augustine Rd.  
Suite 140

Jacksonville FL 32257

MUSIC INSTRUCTION
� Lessons in heart of Mandarin!
� Rock, classical, all styles!
� Guitar, bass, drums, voice,
   production, tons more!
� Safe environment, clearances!
� Children, adults, special needs!

Call MGO media! 
412-298-6111

20% off first month, military discount

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel

Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE
& MORE SNIP’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Tree Preservation • Plant Health Care • Insect & Disease Treatments

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.

FL-5456A – LICENSED & INSURED

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

 Call today and ask about 
advertising in our next issue!

 Email  
Heather@FloridaNewsLine.com

 Call
(904) 613-4883

Support our advertisers!
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Answers
Puzzlesto

 ou
r

Answers to puzzles on page 16

Personal Philosophy
I believe in practicing compassionate, comprehensive, and 
concise medical care by treating the whole patient, and not just 
the problem. Specialized services we offer include the treatment 
of pelvic pain, endometriosis, laparoscopic surgery, Da Vinci 
robotic surgical procedures, routine/high risk obstetrical care, 
and 3D mammography.
We are a full service office and offer many exclusive services 
such as same day and evening appointments, in house 
ultrasounds, and gender reveals.B. Veeren Chithriki, MD

13241 Bartram Park Blvd. Suite 1509-1513 Jacksonville, FL 32258

904-680-0055 | www.baptistsouthobgyn.com

Office Hours  
Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm  

Same day appointment availability

Most Insurances Accepted 
Board Certified: American Board 

of Obstetrics & Gynecology

www.facebook.com/vchithriki Accepting New Patients

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
Authentic Mexican Cuisine

12373 San Jose Blvd.
(904) 268-8722 • www.donjuansjax.com
11-10 Sun.-Thur. • 11-11 Fri.-Sat.

Lunch or Dinner Specialwith purchase of two lunch or dinner entreesExcludes Speedy Gonzalez and Daily Lunch Specials.Good with coupon only,Expires 1/31/19

LUNCH • DINNER • TAKEOUT
Fajitas • Tostadas • Burritos • Nachos

$4.00 all day
with purchase of an  

entree or appetizer

Margarita
Monday

Travel Sky high fun in Sevierville
By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Old style leather flying 
helmet on my head, goggles 
over my eyes, and a scarf 
wrapped around my neck: 
I’m ready to take flight, feel-
ing like Amelia Earhart and 
those 1920s barnstormers. 
Actually, I am ready for my 
photo op. Pilot Marc Hight-
ower at Sky High Air Tours, 
based in Sevierville’s Gatlin-
burg Pigeon Forge Regional 
Airport, snaps my pic. 

Then he says, “If you’d like 
you can take off the hel-
met and let the wind blow 
through my hair.” I do.

Marc instructs me about 
the biplane and plans for a circuitous 
flight over historic Sevierville, Pigeon 
Forge and the edge of the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. I anxiously 
sit in the 1927 Model 10 WACO 
Straight Wing biplane waiting for the 
miracle of flight. Marc took three-and-
a-half years to rebuild the aircraft, his 

baby, and the engine was fully over-
hauled. I am more reassured knowing 
that he has been flying visitors in this 
area for the past seven years. 

Headphones allow me to hear the 
control tower and communicate with 
the pilot. Air traffic controllers clear us 
for takeoff and this flying machine lifts 

with ease on its feather-light 
fabric covered wings. To me, 
aeronautics remains a mystery, 
but I am tingling with glee as 
we ascend. I don’t just feel the 
breeze blowing through my 
hair; I feel the wind beneath 
my wings. 

Marc’s voice comes through 
the headphones, muted yet 
comforting. He points out 
areas of interest: “There’s the 
clock tower on the courthouse 
in downtown Sevierville.” The 
spot has become an Instagram 
icon, beckoning people from 
all over the world to pose in 
front of the bronze statue of 
Dolly Parton. Dolly’s consid-

ered Sevierville’s favorite daughter, pret-
ty much responsible for tourism and 
thousands of jobs in the region. She 
funds a reading program for preschool-
ers and contrib-
uted millions to 
nearby Gatlin-
burg residents 
who lost their 
homes in the 
2017 wildfires. 

The struts or 
wing supports 
partially obstruct 
my view, but I’m 
feeling the glori-
ous freedom and 
connection with 
the sky, remark-
ably different 
from sitting in a 
pressurized cabin 
of a jet. We fly 
like birds, low 
and slow about 
1,200 feet and 
90 miles per 
hour. I spy the sprawling Wilderness in 
the Smokies Resort, the hotel’s water 
park easily identifiable and many cabins 

available for rent. We pass over the up-
scale Tangier Outlet Mall that attracts 
thousands of happy shoppers. 

Taking photos becomes a challenge, 
but I want to document the experience. 
When you twist your upper body to the 
side, a sharp blast of air hits you. Whoa! 
Be sure to put the camera strap around 
your neck and restrain your sunglasses. 
Slowly, the plane circles around mist 
that looks like smoke rising from the 
mountains — the reason they were 
named the Smoky Mountains. Then, I 
get a head-on peek at Dollywood and 
the amusement rides. A family can have 
some serious fun in Sevierville. 

I want to linger, but introductory bi-
plane rides only last about 20 minutes. 
We fly lower as we head back toward 
the airport. Before long we descend and 
roll down the runway. My open cockpit 
ride is over way too soon, but I was 
literally blown away with my step back 

to the Golden 
Age of Aviation. 
Like Charles A. 
Lindbergh said, 
“Sometimes, 
flying feels too 
godlike to be 
attained by man. 
Sometimes, 
the world from 
above seems too 
beautiful, too 
wonderful, too 
distant for hu-
man eyes to see.” 
I must agree. 

Visit www.
skyhighairtours.
com for more 
information.

Visit www.
bylandersea.com to read more of local 
travel writer Debi Lander’s stories and 
travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

The author at her photo shoot before the biplane ride.

Sevierville’s own, Dolly Parton.
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Choosing how to 
deliver your baby  
is as important as 
choosing where.

UF Health North
UF Health North’s labor and delivery suites combine advanced technology with warmth and comfort.  
And dedicated obstetric operating rooms for planned or emergency cesareans are just steps away. For women 
with uncomplicated pregnancies who want a natural experience in a homelike setting, the UF Health Birth Center  
is also on campus. 

Visit North.UFHealthJax.org to learn more.

NEWSLINE MORE BIRTH OPTIONS AD.indd   1 11/14/18   12:00 PM
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Take

THAT
f lu.

We offer the fastest ER wait times in the area.

We’re ready to treat your little ones during an 
emergency. Check out our average ER wait times at 

TakeThatFlu.com/MemorialJax.

10910 San Jose Blvd.
(904) 407-8500

11790 San Jose Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL 32223

 2023 Professional Center Drive
Orange Park, FL 32073

904-272-2020   •   clayeye.com

Clay Eye is now offering Saturday appointments 
at the San Jose location from 8:00 AM-3:00 PM

 1615 County Rd 220, Suite 140 
Fleming Island, FL 32003

 St. Vincent’s Hospital-Riverside
DePaul Building

2 Shircliff Way, Suite 120, 
Jacksonville, FL 32204

• •

We’ve got a DOZEN amazing 
reasons to trust us with your 

eye care needs!

40 Years Strong
Part of Your Past, Part of Your Future

The new year is a time of new beginnings. Join us at HarborChase as we celebrate 
the beginning of a happy and healthy new year with a New Beginnings Open 
House. Take an exclusive tour of our community and enjoy festive appetizers and 
refreshments prepared by our amazing culinary team. It’s the perfect opportunity 
to experience the exceptional lifestyle of HarborChase! 

RSVP today and you could win an Amazon gift card! 

www.HarborChaseMandarin.com

Mandarin

Independent & Assisted Living
Memory Care

12350 San Jose Blvd. 
Jacksonville, FL 32223 

(904) 584-9806

ALF #13126Like us on

New Beginnings Open House at HarborChase
Saturday, January 26 | 11am


