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Meet Marc Stearns
By Martie Thompson

Newest Sawgrass Players Club Master 
Board member Marc Stearns is a self-
proclaimed “water guy.” Through-
out his life and career, water has 
played an important role: swim-
ming, scuba diving and even the 
hydraulic pumps of which he has 
specialized knowledge.

Stearns is a member of the Opera-
tions, Maintenance and Water-
ways (OM&W) Committee and 
his marine construction back-
ground has made him a valuable 
asset. In early February, he was 
asked by Master Board President 
Ray Navidi and Kristy Richland 
of Marsh Landing Management 
Company to complete Danny 
Cash’s term on the board due to 
Cash’s illness. He was confirmed by the 
board and participated in his first board 
meeting in February. He will serve out 
the remainder of Cash’s term, until 2020.

“I was asked to help determine the reli-
ability of the pump stations and get the 
diesels in good shape so we can rely on 
them,” Stearns said. 

Stearns earned a bachelor’s degree in 

civil engineering with an emphasis in 
hydraulics at Texas Tech, where he was 

a collegiate swimmer. He married wife 
Marycarol his senior year.

“We met because I was a lifeguard at the 
pool where she practiced synchronized 
swimming,” Stearns said. “We’ve now 
been married 47 years.”

Stearns obtained his scuba diving certifi-
cation and after a summer assignment in 

Miami to do a site selection survey of the 
Dade County outfall, he decided to get 

a master’s degree in ocean 
engineering. There were 
only four schools in the 
United States offering this 
program and one was the 
University of Hawaii. The 
Stearns moved to Hawaii 
and lived there for 10 
years. 

For more than 15 years, 
Stearns worked as a com-
mercial diver, including 
for a commercial diving 
company he incorporated 
with a partner. He said 
he worked more than 
20 pipeline jobs over the 

years that required him to cut and weld 
and pour concrete underwater.

In 1987 he began a 30-year career with 
Manson Construction Company, a 
large marine construction company. He 
relocated to Florida with the company in 
2006 to open up an east coast office.

Photo courtesy Marc Stearns
Marc and Marycarol Stearns

Meet Marc Stearns cont. on pg. 2

I would like to extend a personal in-
vitation to those who are interested in 
serving on the master board to submit 
your nomination form to Marsh Land-
ing Management Company before the 
May 13 deadline. Also, please mark 
your calendar for our annual meet-
ing, which will take place on June 
27, 2019. Additional notices will be 
forthcoming.

A significant accomplishment this year 
is the purchase of a new diesel genera-
tor for the Seven Mile Drive pump 
station. This was the culmination of 
many hours of hard work by members 
of the Operations, Maintenance and 
Waterways committee to define the re-
quirements, prepare the specifications 
and acquire bids for the generator. We 
expect to have the generator installed 
before the upcoming hurricane season, 
which would provide us with added 
protection.

Another enhancement which I am 
sure you have noticed is the improved 
signage at our entrances. On our “To 
do” list is improving the appearance of 
the Solana gatehouse to replicate the 
A1A gatehouse. Work will commence 
as soon as we secure full funding.

Elsewhere in the community I am 
sure you have noticed various repair 
or minor construction activities. These 
are all part of our scheduled improve-
ments recommended by various com-
mittees and approved by the board.

Two new volunteers have joined us: 
Paula Hunter of Bermuda Court will 
be serving on the Landscape Commit-
tee and Annie Cuneo of Players Club 
Villas will join the Access Control 
Committee. Welcome to both. 

Danny Cash, one of our board 
members and long-time volunteer on 
Controlled Access Committee, stepped 
down from his duties for health rea-
sons. We truly appreciate Dan’s contri-
butions over the many years of service 
to our community and wish him and 
his family well.

Yeehaw! 
We’re having a hoedown!

MOSEY ON OVER 
TO PAGE 6 

FOR DETAILS!

Board member spotlight



Page 2  •  Players Journal  •  Spring 2019  • www.sawgrassplayersclub.org

Sawgrass Players Club Association
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President
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Treasurer
Maurice Dettmer
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Secretary 
Bill Haley
bill@wjhaley.com

Director
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Our new Sawgrass Players Club website 
is getting ready to launch soon! Until the 
site is officially live, you may continue to 
use the current website. 

As previously announced in the Winter 
issue of “Players Journal,” our current 
service provider, AtHomeNet, Inc., was 
sold to another company that signifi-
cantly increased costs and has required 
all customers to move to their platform. 
Reviews of the new company’s service by 
many customers that moved to the new 
platform early on were not encouraging.

The Communications Committee and 
our property manager, Kristy Richland, 
have been working with Raven Systems, 
LLC, to develop our own site. Because 
we are unable to transfer resident logins 
and passwords from AtHomeNet, resi-
dents will need to sign up for the new 
website and must provide their email 
addresses.

Full instructions to register will be sent 
to all residents as follows:

Go to www.sawgrassplayersclub.org and 
click the Resident Login/Registration 
menu.

At the Login/Register page, click “Reg-
ister.”

A new page, Register/Request a Login, 
will appear. Complete the form follow-
ing the instructions provided, then click 
“Submit.”

A statement should appear in place of 
the form thanking you and stating that 

Sign up for the new Players Club website

the application is being reviewed. Once 
the account has been approved, you 
should then receive an approval notifica-
tion email.

Please be patient. We will have hundreds 
of residents trying to register at the same 
time, and for security purposes we will be 
manually verifying that each registrant is 
a resident.  As a result, it may take some 
time to process your request. Once you 
receive the approval email, you are ready 
to access the site using the Username and 
Password you provided. 

The website provides important updates 
and documents that you can download, 
such as Architectural Control Applica-
tions and information, a House Check 
form for Security when you are away, 
committee meeting dates and minutes, 
the “Property Owner and Resident 
Guide,” governing documents, a directo-
ry of homeowners and renters, informa-
tion on who to call for answers, copies of 
“Players Journal” and the Sawgrass Play-
ers Club Women’s Association newsletter, 
“Connect!,” and so much more. 

You will also be able to authorize guests 
online through the Visitor Gate Access, 
which is on the lower right side of the 
website. Please note, however, that the 
Visitor Gate Access website is separately 
managed and requires a separate login.  

We hope you find the new website to be 
easy to read and navigate. New features 
may be added after the launch, so check 
the site out often. 

The Sawgrass Players Club’s master Architectural Control Committee (ACC) 
has moved its meeting days and time to the second and fourth Monday of each 
month at 9 a.m. with the exception of May, November and December, due to 
holidays.

The committee meets in the upstairs conference room at Marsh Landing 
Management Company. Architectural Control Committee meeting notices 
are posted on the bulletin boards outside our main and Solana Road gates. All 
interested persons are invited to attend.

New schedule for ACC meetings
By Irene Lombardo

Meet Marc Stearns cont. from pg. 1

“I lived in an apartment locally for six 
months, while trying to determine where 
to buy a home,” Stearns said. “A col-
league of mine at the time advised me to 
look at Ponte Vedra Beach and we found 
our home on Seven Mile Drive.”

Stearns retired from Manson Construc-
tion 2016, but remains on its board of 
directors. 

In addition to his volunteer work on 
the OM&W Committee and now the 
Master Board, Stearns enjoys golfing, 
swimming for fitness and travelling. He 
also scuba dives for pleasure and has been 

to Cayman, Belize and Honduras among 
other diving destinations. Marycarol is 
very involved with the women’s club and 
book clubs as well as the Sawgrass Choir. 
The couple has trips planned soon to 
Ireland and Scotland and are looking for-
ward to visiting the Aegean Sea later this 
year. The Stearns have an adult son and 
an adult daughter, as well as one grand-
daughter, in Southern California.

“This community is beautiful and we en-
joy it here,” Stearns said. “The air is clean 
and it’s not crowded — at least compared 
to other places we have lived like South-
ern California or San Francisco.”

Director
Mo Binaco
mobinaco@aol.com

Director
Debbie McWade
mcwade6008@bellsouth.net

Director
Marc Stearns

Director/Class C Member (Marriott)
Brian Vahey
brian.vahey@marriott.com

Bicyclists Take Note!

Safety is everyone’s concern.
Bicycles driven at or in excess of 15 mph 
must be driven on the roadway.
When driven less than 15 mph, bicycles 
are permitted on Sawgrass Players Club 
sidewalks; however, pedestrians always 
have the right of way.
Additionally, when coming up behind a walker or runner, bicyclists should give 
warning to those individuals on foot to avoid an accident.

A reminder from the 
Sawgrass Players Club Association

Golf carts that cannot exceed 20 miles 
per hour may not be driven on county 
roads except upon a so-called “Des-
ignated County Road” that has been 
appropriately marked with signs and/
or pavement markings by the County 
Engineer. 

In addition, the operation of a golf 
cart or low speed vehicle (LSV) upon 
any sidewalk adjacent to a county road 
or state highway within the county is 
prohibited, except upon a multi-use path 
that has been

appropriately marked with signs and/or 
pavement markings.

Many residents drive their golf carts over 
to Marsh Landing. Be aware that Solana 

Road is not a Designated County Road. 
Therefore, it is not legal to cross Solana 
Road from Sawgrass Players Club to 
Marsh Landing in a golf cart. And DO 
NOT cross A1A. Violators can face up to 
$500 in fines and up to 60 days in jail, or 
both.

As a licensed driver, you may use your 
cart inside TPC because it is private 
property. Sawgrass Village shopping 
center is an okay private road destination, 
too. 

To view the ordinance regarding opera-
tion of golf carts, LSVs and mini-trucks, 
go to https://stjohnsclerk.com/minrec/
OrdinanceBooks/2018/ORD2018-42.
pdf. 

Golf cart warning: Beware!
By Carol Liittschwager
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The Sawgrass Players 
Club Homeowners 
group page is the 

place for residents to connect with 
what’s going on in Sawgrass and 
with each other. Whether you are 
looking for a good plumber, need 
a babysitter or have questions 
about your neighborhood, group 
members can help.
Join us!

Join the Facebook  
SPC Homeowners site

@TheFloridaNewsLine
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Jacksonville, FL 32223

(904) 886-4919
www.FloridaNewsLine.com
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your Community Newspaper!
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about interesting community events.

Send it in!
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We’re not just 
your newspaper, 

we’re your 
neighbors!

If you want to learn more about ongo-
ing projects and future plans for our 
community, then mark Thursday, June 
27, 2019, on your calendar. That’s the 
date of the Sawgrass Players Club As-
sociation (SPCA) annual Membership 
Meeting at the TPC 
Clubhouse. Sign-in 
starts at 5:30 p.m., 
with the meeting 
beginning at 6 p.m. 
There will be posted 
signs directing you to 
the meeting room.

Each SPCA com-
mittee will provide 
a brief summary of 
current, recently 
completed and upcoming future proj-
ects under their purview. Additionally, 
attending homeowners will have an op-
portunity to ask questions of the board 
and/or committee chairmen.

This is also your chance to volunteer 
and contribute to your community as a 
member of the SPCA board of direc-
tors. Three board seats are expiring. 
Two of these are Class A positions and 

Master association’s annual meeting 
scheduled for June
By Barbara Prochaska

may be filled by residents, and the other 
is a Class C opening. Class C members 
consist of owners of commercial prop-
erty, such as Marriott, Sawgrass Village, 
Sawgrass Executive Center, the PGA 
TOUR and TPC.

Nominations can 
be received from 
the voting Class 
C members and 
from residents of 
Bermuda Court, 
Cypress Bridge, 
Cypress Creek, 
Lakeside, North 
Cove, Oakbridge, 
Players Club 
Villas, Sawgrass 

Island, Water’s Edge and Vicar’s Landing. 
Only one person from a subassociation 
or Class C representative may serve on 
the board at the same time. 

Current board members whose terms will 
continue are Mo Bianco of Hammock 
Cove, Debbie McWade of Bridgewater 
Island, TJ Welsh of Salt Creek, Marc 
Stearns of Seven Mile Drive, Bill Haley 
of Water Oak and Ray Navidi of Turtle-

back Crossing. Board members whose 
three-year terms will expire are Maury 
Dettmer of Cypress Creek, Barbara 
Prochaska of Oakbridge and Brian Vahey, 
Marriott representative for the Class C 
members.

To place your name on the ballot for 
election, please contact Kristy Richland 
at krichland@marshlanding.org no later 
than May 6, 2019.

May 6, 2019, is the 
deadline to place your 
name on the ballot for 
election to the board.

The Community Enhancement Com-
mittee is set to begin improvements 
at the Solana gatehouse to enhance its 
appearance 
and make it 
look com-
patible with 
the main 
gatehouse. 
Plans under-
way include 
replacing 
the roof, 
door and 
window, 
painting 
and adding 
stone work. 
Commit-
tee chair-
man Gerry 
Klingman noted that funding is available 
and that they hope to have the renova-
tions completed this year. 

Solana gatehouse work expected to 
begin this year
By Irene Lombardo

In addition to the new gatehouse at the 
main entrance, the Community En-
hancement Committeehas completed 

improvements 
at the A1A/PGA 
Tour Boulevard 
entrance. Cost of 
enhancements at 
that intersection 
were offset with 
contributions 
from both the 
Marriott and the 
PGA Tour. 

Lighted gate arms 
and new reader 
boards have also 
been nice addi-
tions. The blue 
LED lights on 

the gate arms are designed to make them 
more visible to drivers, bicyclists and 
pedestrians, thereby reducing accidents 
and increasing safety.

Beginning June 1, all vendors must en-
ter Sawgrass Players Club through the 
main gate unless they have an RFID. 
Security is providing vendors with 
information about this change. 

The move is designed to ease traffic 
concerns on Solana Road, which gets 
backed up by vehicles waiting to turn 
into our community. The increase in 
use of the Solana gate has been attrib-
uted to the closure of the main gate 
when the gatehouse was demolished 
and the new building was under con-
struction. At that time, vehicles were 
diverted to the Solana Road entrance. 
Many vendors continue to use it.

Those vendors wishing to use the 
Solana gate entrance will be required to 
purchase an RFID. Initial cost is $45 
per vehicle, with an annual renewal fee 
of $30. 

Vendors must use 
A1A entrance or 
get an RFID
By Irene Lombardo

Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association
Front entrance, A1A/PGA Tour Boulevard.
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“A Day in the life” of Your Door
“I’ve been hanging on for years… I love my family 
and greet them home daily.  However, nature has 
treated me harshly and I have expected that one 
day soon, they would simply replace me.  When 
the craftsmen arrived one day, I knew my time had 
come.  Imagine my surprise when my family showed 
me how much I am loved!  Now I am more beautiful 
than ever, thank you 
                        Coastal Door Refinishing!

CALL TODAY
FOR A FREE QUOTE

don’t replace, 
REFINISH!

Door in need of a FACELIFT?

Finished 
in 

1 Day!

www.COASTALDOORREFINISHING.com (904) 945-DOOR (3667)

You may not realize that St. Johns 
County Utility Department has a waste-
water treatment facility in the Oakbridge 
neighborhood here in Sawgrass Players 
Club — but not for 
much longer. It is 
scheduled to close by 
the end of this year 
as part of the Utility 
Department’s Ponte 
Vedra Water Reclama-
tion Facility project.

The new state-of-the-
art Water Reclama-
tion Facility, currently 
under construction, 
will consolidate three 
of the four existing 
wastewater treatment 
plants in the Ponte 
Vedra service area. 
The new facility will 
secure the wastewater 
processing needs of the 
area for the next 30 to 
50 years and greatly 
improve the treated 
effluent that reaches 
the areas water bodies 
and the environment. 
The facility is located 
at the current Play-
ers Club Wastewater 
Treatment Facility site, 
which is adjacent to 
the Woodlands Creek 
neighborhood. The ex-

isting plant built in 1987 will be phased 
out and incorporated into the new Water 
Reclamation Facility.

The Innlet Beach Wastewater Treatment 
Facility in Oakbridge built in 1977 will 
also be phased out. The timing of the clo-
sure is dependent upon the completion 

of the new water reclama-
tion facility as well as a 
new Innlet Beach pump 
station. The existing lift 
stations that pump to the 
Innlet Beach facility are 
not capable of pumping to 
the new Water Reclama-
tion Facility, so upgrades 
are necessary. The Ponte 
Vedra Water Reclamation 
Facility is still under con-
struction, but is ahead of 
schedule by approximately 
six months. The earliest 
the Innlet Beach Wastewa-
ter Treatment Facility will 
close is July of this year, 
but it is more likely to 
close in September based 
on the projected Innlet 
Beach Pump Station Proj-
ect completion date.

Once the Wastewater 
Treatment Facility is 
closed, the tanks and 
structures on site will be 
cleaned and sanitized; 
however, the structures 
will not be demolished 
at this time. They will be 
removed at a future date 
based on county funds 

and budgetary constraints. 
For those familiar with the 

Oakbridge neighborhood, you know 
there is another facility in addition to the 
Wastewater Treatment Facility. It is the 
Innlet Beach Water Treatment Plant and 
is the one located farther to the north. 
That facility, which supplies almost half 
of the water consumed in Ponte Vedra, 
will remain open and active.

The third wastewater facility that will 
eventually be phased out is the Sawgrass 
Wastewater Treatment Facility located on 
A1A across from the Fairfield neighbor-
hood. Additionally, the St. Johns County 
Utility Department continues with other 
renewal and replacement projects which 
provide critical repairs to lift stations, 
manholes, water mains, valve repairs and 
other needed improvements to aging 
infrastructure.

Rendering courtesy St. Johns County Utility Department
Map of wastewater facilities

Innlet Beach wastewater treatment facility to close
By Barbara Prochaska

Animal Medical Clinic at Sawgrass Vil-
lage recently welcomed Dr. Breann Jol-
liffe to its veterinary team. She grew up 
in Michigan, but after experiencing the 
warmth of St. Kitts for veterinary school, 
she decided to call the Florida coast her 
home.

Dr. Jolliffe especially enjoys internal med-
icine and helping diagnose issues that 
cause pets (and their people) pain and 
surgery. Outside of work, she likes spend-
ing time outdoors and all water activi-
ties as well as figure skating. Her family 
shares their home with two pups — Da-
kota, the “goofiest” pit mix and Chippy, 
the “sweetest” Coconut Retriever. 

Since 1989, Animal Medical Clinic at 
Sawgrass Village has served the people 
and pets of Ponte Vedra Beach. Animal 
Medical Clinic provides preventative 
care and wellness veterinary services, plus 
laser surgery, orthopedic surgery and 
pet acupuncture as well as boarding and 
grooming.

Animal Medical Clinic is located at 800 
Sawgrass Village Circle. Visit www.Ani-
malMedicalClinicSawgrass.com for more 
information.

Photo courtesy Animal Medical Clinic
Dr. Breann Jolliffe

New veterinarian 
joins animal clinic
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PlayersPeople

More than 1,100 
people, young and 
old, participated in THE PLAYERS Donna 
5K Run. Congratulations to Allison Bovee 
of Water Oak, who was the second place 
overall female winner. Kudos also to other 
winners, including Max Neumayer of Salt 
Creek and Joanie Ewalt of Oakbridge. 
Both came in second in their respective 
age groups … Board director TJ Welsh has 
been elected vice president of the master 
board, a position previously held by Danny 
Cash who resigned due to health issues … 
Marc Stearns of Seven Miles Drive has 
been named to the board of directors to 
replace Danny Cash … Annie Cuneo of 
Players Club Villas has been named to the 
Controlled Access Committee … Paula 
Hunter of Bermuda Court has joined the 
Landscape Committee.

Our residents help make 
THE PLAYERS a premier 
event
By Carol Liittschwager

Of the more than 2,000 volunteers who 
worked at THE PLAYERS 2019 golf tour-
nament, chances are good that one of your 
neighbors donated many hours to assuring 
a premier guest event.

A salute to our military is always a part of 

THE PLAYERS, which offers free or dis-
counted attendance to servicemembers each 
year. Julie Parker of Water’s Edge and Viviane 
Briggs of Seven Mile Drive were stationed at 
the Patriots’ Outpost, a hospitality tent for 

servicemen and women, veterans and 
their families. Among the other volun-
teers at the Outpost was Congressman 
John Rutherford.

“This is my second year volunteering at 
the Patriots’ Outpost,” Parker said. “I 
feel very honored to be part of this giv-
ing to our military.”

While many of us attended or followed the 
golf proceedings on the tube, Kathy Buttner 
spent her time as a marshal in the double-
deck Benefactor hospitality venue making 
sure players at No. 17 teed off to a quiet 
audience. Not bad 
duty for the Salt 
Creek resident who 
was celebrating 10 
years at her annual 
post.

“I get to work with 
a great group of 
people,” she said, 
noting one of the 
co-chairs, Carol 
Maurer of Oakbridge. Buttner looks forward 
to seeing her fellow volunteers and enjoying 
the venue every year.

Sandy Shields had more than golf on her 
mind. Concession proceeds at The Turn go to 
In the Pink, a specialty boutique for cancer 

patients. Her sister and two sisters-in-law 
are breast cancer survivors. The Turtleback 
Crossing resident’s duties in the concessions 
at The Turn included restocking condiments, 
chips and napkins, plus delivering food to 
customers.

“You’re on your feet the whole time and 
working at a very fast pace,” she said, “but it’s 
fun working with the other volunteers and 
seeing guests enjoying themselves.”

This year was Sandy’s second year at The 

Turn. Will she be back?

“I will go wherever it benefits In the Pink,” 
she said, looking forward to helping again.

Goodbye, Mitch! 
By Winslow Chapman, Bermuda Court

Sawgrass Players Club has lost a true friend 
and wonderful member of our Sawgrass 
Players Club community. “Mitch the Guard,” 
Mitchell L. Thurman (age 72), passed away 3 
a.m., March 23.
I knew Mitch for a long time, and I’ll miss 
talking to him about the latest news at Saw-
grass Player Club. 

He had a smooth Southern accent, and he 
always seemed to genuinely love people, his 
job and his life.

He was always pleasant and calm, even when 
an emergency or stressful situation was oc-
curring. 

He was the first person my family would call 
in the event of an emergency. He was always 
there, on time and with that Mitch smile on 
his face. He’d say, “What on earth is going 
on now, Winslow? Just calm down and tell 
me what happened so we can get this under 
control.” He had a steady hand and brought 
calm thought to problems. 

Mitch was always the last to leave when 
the hurricanes came, and he was always the 
first on manning the guard gates once the 
hurricanes had passed. He was always really 
looking out for our neighborhood.

He was that kind of guy. He always was 
looking over us here at Sawgrass Player 
Club to keep us safe. He was so good with 
people, even the most difficult ones. Mitch 
got the job done. 

Speaking of difficult, my late mother, Eliza-
beth Cooke, really loved Mitch because 
he cared so much for animals. Mitch must 
have helped her hundreds of times, as we all 
went looking for one of her many wire fox 
terriers who had escaped the backyard, only 
to run off to the golf course or other parts 
unknown. He never lost one.

But you see, Mitch had a secret way of 
helping us catch the runaway pets, because 
all dogs in Sawgrass Players Club knew that 
Mitch had a big bag of dog cookies just 
waiting 
for them 
in his 
guard car. 
When my 
dogs see a 
guard car 
to this day, 
they start 
crying and 
pulling on 
the leash 
to go see Mitch and get a snack. The dogs 
of Sawgrass Players Club will definitely miss 
Mitch the guard. He was their friend, too.

So goodbye, Mitch the Guard; goodbye 
my ole buddy. I’ll miss our long talks. I’ll 
miss your smiling face and during times of 
emergency, we all (including our pets) will 
miss you being here for us, watching out for 
us, protecting us at Sawgrass Players Club. 
Godspeed, Mitch. You were really one of a 
kind!

Your Friend,
Winslow Chapman 

P.S. Tell my mother we all miss her, since 
you’re up there with her now, probably 
feeding terriers cookies!

Innlet Beach wastewater treatment facility to close
By Barbara Prochaska

Photos courtesy Sawgrass 
Players Club Association

 Joanie Ewalt finished second 
in her age group.

 Annie Cuneo was named 
to the Controlled Access 

Committee.

Photos courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association
Julie Parker and Viviane Briggs

Sandy Shields 

Carol Mauer with golfer Justin Rose

Kathy Buttner at The Benefactor with co-volunteer Patty 
Mason

Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club
Mitch the Guard

Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club 
Association

Hop over to Players Park for the annual Easter egg hunt
By Irene Lombardo

Players Park will be ground zero for the 12th annual Easter egg hunt on Friday, April 19, 
organized by Fawn Mattison-Boyle of Oakbridge. The fun begins at 10 a.m. 

“We ask each family to have a dozen filled and taped eggs per child to bring so that each 
child can get 12 eggs,” says Mattison-Boyle. “It’s really a fun event for the children in our 
community.”

Youngsters should bring their baskets to the park to be 
ready for the hunt. Some eggs will hold a special note 
entitling the holder to a prize basket full of goodies. 
The prizes are being donated by Publix and other local 
retailers.

Last year, the Easter Bunny made an appearance. Could 
he come hopping along this year, too? Just in case, bring 
your cameras!

For more information, contact Fawn Mattison-Boyle 
at fawnlil22@hotmail.com.
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S A D D L E   U P 
and mosey on over to the 

PLAYERS PARK HOEDOWN! 
   Friday, May 17th   

   5 p.m. — 8 p.m. 

Sponsored by the Sawgrass Players Club Recreation Committee,  

The Oak Bridge Club and StandFast Productions 
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Games 
Face 
Painting 

Music  

Live Pony Carousel! 

Cowboys and cowgirls, gather ‘round 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on May 17 tor the 
Players Park Hoedown. 

Giddyap horsey! Kids will enjoy riding 
on the live pony carousel. There will also 
be lots of games for the whole family to 
enjoy, including horseshoes and corn 
holes, sack races and tug of war for the 
kids, as well as face painting, always a 
favorite. And what would a hoedown be 
without some country music and line 
dancing?

Come hungry! Chow down at the hoe-
down. We corralled three food trucks 

Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association
Pony carousel

Yeehaw! 
We’re having a hoedown!

If you love planning events and have ideas on how to improve 
Sawgrass Players Club recreational facilities, we want you! 
Sign up to join the Recreation Committee. Contact property 
manager Kristy Richland at krichland@marshlanding.org.

Join the Rec Committee

By Irene Lombardo

The last issue of “Players Journal” 
included a proposed idea to restrict the 
installation of fire pits. After careful 
consideration, the board of directors 
decided that no restrictions should be 
placed on residents regarding backyard 
fire pits, but that we would provide an 
informational article regarding their safe 
installation and use. I volunteered to 
write this article. I am a former firefight-
er trained by the U.S. Navy, have served 
as an industrial fire brigade chief, and 
have received additional training with 
Jax Fire Department, Texan A&M fire 
school and LSU’s industrial fire-fighting 
school.

We would like residents to be cognizant 
of a few things before the installation and 
use of a backyard fire pit:

� Make sure you comply with the ARB 
requirements of your individual home-
owner association (HOA). 

� Look around the area where you plan 
to install a fire pit to ensure you are not 
too close to your neighbors. 

� Look overhead to ensure you are not 
underneath trees or shrubs that could be 
affected by a heat source. Remember, a 
fire pit can emit smoke and heat just like 
a chimney. 

� Ensure you have a good base of either 
crushed stone or dry soil underneath 
your pit and in the general area.  

� Identify where your nearest outdoor 

— A Little Bit of Country, Cackylacky’s 
and Tikiz Shaved Ice — where you can 
purchase dinner and dessert. 

So mark your calendars and come on 
down to Players Park with the whole 
family!

The Sawgrass Players Club Recreation 
Committee wishes to thank The Oak 
Bridge Club and Standfast Productions 
for helping to sponsor this event. If you 
or your company would like to be a 
sponsor, please contact Kristy Richland 
at krichland@marshlanding.org.

hose is located or a fire extinguisher in 
the unlikely event of a problem with a 
fire.

� Utilize a mesh screen on top of your 
fire pit when it is in use. This prevents 
any ashes from becoming airborne and 
potentially causing a fire somewhere else. 
These are available for all fire pits 
and can be purchased at most 
large outdoor home improvement 
stores and online. 

Personally, I keep a good pair of 
heavy-duty leather gloves nearby 
in the event that I want to add 
more wood or when it comes 
time to put the fire out, either 
by shutting off the gas source or 
extinguishing the wood fire. If 
you have children or youngsters 
visiting, take the time to educate 

them regarding the importance of fire 
safety.  

These few simple tips can make your fire 
pit experience safe for the entire fam-
ily and also for your neighbors as well. 
We hope you have a happy and healthy 
upcoming summer.

Use fire pits safely
By TJ Welsh

Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association
Be sure to learn how to safely enjoy your fire pit.
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What would you choose?

A Sky Deck buffet before the Jumbo 
Shrimp (formerly the Suns) baseball 
game downtown? Or a daytime cruise 
to Cumberland Island? Maybe a cocktail 
party at a member’s lovely home appeals 
to you.

Not enough choices or variety? No wor-
ries.

Sawgrass Players Club Women’s Associa-
tion (SPCWA) offers activities aplenty 
from golf to bridge to book clubs. If you 
don’t find your fun favorite, a new activ-
ity is always welcomed.

The 140-plus SPCWA members enjoy 
area restaurants for lunches or dinners 
that often include spouses or guests. If 
you haven’t yet passed your 50th birth-

day, you might want to be in the Junior Group, 
although almost all events are open to any 
member.

The only “must” with this women’s group is the 
annual $30 membership fee. Really, that’s all!

Every month you will receive an email newslet-
ter containing all events, including extra excur-
sion fees. Visits to restaurants for Happy Hour, 
Mix and Mingle, or Trivia Night are all self-pay. 
Groups like Mah Jongg, Scrabble, Recipe Club 
and most book clubs (we have six!) meet in 
members’ homes. 

The club also supports the Players Club com-
munity with donations to the master association, 
including $500 to sponsor the slide at this year’s 

Winterfest and several of those nice benches you find 
along PGA Tour Boulevard and in the Tot Lot in Play-
ers Park.

Choices and more choices available to SPCWA members
By Carol Liittschwager

Photo courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Women’s Association
Jeanette and Jim Smith hosted the Chinese New Year party

SPCWA members on a Cottage Tour in Fernandina Beach

April

15   Canasta at Mulligan’s Pub
 Book Club II

16 Book Club III at 3 Palms Grille

17 Cumberland Island Cruise

23 Mah Jongg

24 Junior Book Club at Pusser’s

25 Golf at The Oak Bridge Club
 Bridge Group at Mulligan’s Pub

26 Daytime Book Club at Library
 Mix & Mingle at Medure

Give yourself the choices: 
Sign up using the application 
form here. Need more info? 

Email info@spcwa.org.

Upcoming SPCWA 
events
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Photos courtesy Sawgrass Players Club Association

winter
fest

was a 
mid-winter delight



Page 9  •  Players Journal  •  Spring 2019  • www.sawgrassplayersclub.org

About 450 to 500 
people took to 
Players Park to 
enjoy the warm 
February weather 
and have fun in the sun. 
We wish to thank 
the sponsors who 
helped offset the 
cost of the event. 
Their generosity was 
greatly appreciated. 
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Are we satisfied with the condition of the 
waterways and the pump houses? Is the 
status quo acceptable? Could we establish 
a more proactive approach to moving the 
community toward a better future? What 
do we want the community pond system 
to look like 25 or 35 years from now and 
can we make a roadmap to move us in 
that direction? 

I think the answer to these latter ques-
tions is “yes.” We can improve on the 
current state of affairs, we can improve 
pond system health and aesthetics, we 
can provide greater protection from large 
rain events, and we can improve our 
community appeal as a premier living 
area. 

In January, the Operations, Maintenance 
and Waterways Committee assembled 
a small group of people to formulate a 
long-range plan for our waterways. In 
the past we have used our reserve study 
as an outline of expected expenses for 
repairs and obsolescence of pond system 
and pump house equipment. This reserve 
study, which is prepared for us by a pro-
fessional engineering consulting firm that 
specializes in this type of work, has been 
used as a planning guide. 

But this is no longer sufficient; a more 
proactive approach is needed. The infra-
structure is 25 to 30 years old. In some 
cases, ponds and canals have silted in, 
muck (aka organic debris) has accumu-
lated, waterway control structures have 
broken down, waterways do not flow as 
designed and pump house equipment is 
showing its age. Not to mention, Irma 
was quite a scare!

The Long-Range Planning group will be 
looking into three specific areas:

� Pond system capacity, flow paths and 
performance

� Pump station capacity and equipment 
health, large rain event resilience

� Pond system water quality

As you know, master homeowner associa-
tion fees were recently raised. In 2019, 
those extra dollars are being used to 
purchase a diesel generator for the Seven 
Mile Drive pump station. This machine 
is scheduled for delivery in July and is a 
major step forward for us as it improves 
resilience against hurricane rainfall 
events. We will no longer have to rely on 
Beaches Energy for electrical power at 
this pump station. 

There are a lot of other things we can 
do such as installing aeration systems in 
ponds, increasing discharge capacities 
of pump houses, clearing chokepoints 
in system flow paths, dredging of shal-
low areas, use of herbicides to control 
vegetation growth in ponds, buy a second 
diesel generator for the Salt Creek pump 
station, and many more. The group 
will be researching these ideas, debating 
their relative value to the community, 
and prioritizing a course of action going 
forward. 

You can help by keeping grass clippings 
and leaves out of the waterways as much 
as possible. Keep lake banks trimmed of 
overhanging branches. Organic debris 
accumulation in our waterways is a major 
contributor to pond system deterioration.

Paul Rushton is a member of the Opera-
tions, Maintenance and Waterways Com-
mittee.

Once the home of a horse stable, the 
property on Solana Road across from 
Sawgrass Players Club, which has been 
vacant for about two decades, will soon 
become an enclave of 20 luxury homes. 
The Quadrille is being built by Marcus 
Allen Homes, Inc., an independently 
owned and operated franchise of Arthur 
Rutenberg Homes. 

Homes in the gated community will 
be between 2,800 sq.ft. and more than 
4,000 sq.ft., feature West Indies-inspired 

architecture and sit on an average of one-
quarter acre. Buyers can choose from a 
portfolio of plans that can be customized 
to their individual specifications. Prices 
will range from $1.1 million to $1.6 
million. 

“We want it to be a very upscale com-
munity,” said Mark Refosco, owner of 
Marcus Allen Homes. 

As a builder, Refosco has been associated 
with numerous upscale projects in Ponte 

Spring is here. The trees and the land-
scape are blooming. The ponds and 
waterways are no different. 

As water temperatures rise, the algae and 
aquatic plants come back to life. We have 
been working on scattered algal blooms 
since the early warm spell in February 
along with azolla in pockets throughout 
the community. Now it is time to turn 
our attention towards the Vallisneria 
(common name: eelgrass). 

At this time the Operations, Mainte-
nance and Waterways Committee is 
working with us to lower water levels 
and limit pump operations to reduce 
flow to help with herbicide uptake into 
the plants. Please keep in mind this will 
take time (up to 90 days) to show results. 
These particular treatments are mainly 
for the purpose of suppression, and 
there will be more done in the areas with 
heavier concentrations as we go through 
the summer. 

Eel grass is normally considered desir-
able vegetation in natural bodies of water 
like the St. Johns River. When it affects 
a stormwater system like the one in your 
community, however, it can become an 
issue from the standpoint of aesthetics. 

Another fact about this native plant is 
that it sheds its leaves a couple of times 
a year. At this time there are limited 
products labeled for aquatic use that are 
effective enough to eradicate this plant. 
Remember having vegetation in the wa-
terways is also beneficial in helping to use 
excess nutrients from the water column, 
so at this point we are working towards 
balance. 

You can help!

There are things that you can do to 
help. Fertilizers for lawns and ornamen-
tal plants should never reach the lake. 
Please have your landscapers direct the 
grass clippings up the bank for the first 
few passes to limit entry into the water. 
Overhanging limbs and other vegetation 
should be kept trimmed a few feet above 
the waterline. This will insure that we 
can treat to the water’s edge and not miss 
anything. This is especially important 
when working with floating plants such 
as duckweed, azolla and water lettuce. If 
any is missed, the problem comes right 
back. 

We appreciate anything you can do to 
help and look forward to a great summer. 

Joseph Lawton is with Clear Waters, Inc.

Long-range planning is underway for 
our waterways
By Paul Rushton

Warm weather spurs plant growth 
in waterways
By Joseph Lawton, Clear Waters, Inc.

Photo courtesy Clear Waters, Inc.

Solana Road development should be ready next spring
By Irene Lombardo

Vedra, including Montura and Ocean 
Dunes II.

In 2001 the Solana Road property was 
zoned commercial.

“This use of the site is a lot better than 
commercial development,” Refosco said.

The Quadrille project has been five years 
in the making. Refosco noted that they 
are adding four feet of fill over the entire 
site to bring it up out of the flood plain. 

The entrance wall will be decorated 
concrete with a West Indies style gate. 
The perimeter will be fenced. He expects 
construction to begin this summer with a 
model ready by the spring of 2020. 

Anyone who can’t wait until 2020 can 
view the models in EvenTide on Ponte 
Vedra Boulevard and in Palencia and 
Markland in St. Augustine.
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Architectural Control 
Committee (ACC)
By Ray Navidi, Chairman

The Architectural Control Com-
mittee (ACC) is designed to protect 
and enhance property owners’ in-
vestments Sawgrass Players Club by 
maintaining the aesthetic quality of 
the environment. Application for 
approval is required for all exterior 
modifications that require a permit.

An amendment to Florida Statute 
Section 720.303, which took effect 
July 1, 2018, restricted homeowner 
association boards and committees, 
such as the ACC, to cast votes on 
an association matter via email. All 
approvals must be done at a properly 
noticed meeting. As a result of this 
statute change, the ACC added a 
second monthly meeting last year in 
order to expedite approvals for our 
homeowners. 

The ACC also created pre-approved 
design standards to expedite routine 
projects, such as window, door, and 
roof replacements.

Meetings are held on the second 
and fourth Monday of each month 
at 9 a.m. in the upstairs conference 
room at Marsh Landing Management 
Company.

Communications 
Committee
By Irene Lombardo, Chairman

The Communications Committee is 
responsible for both print and web 
communications. We work with the 
board of directors and Sawgrass Play-
ers Club property manager, Kristy 
Richland, in providing information 
to the community at large through 
“Players Journal.” The publication is 
printed four times a year by Florida 
NewsLine. The committee also pro-
vides support for special events and 
information on special projects.

During the past year, our website 
service provider, AtHomeNet, was 
bought out by FrontSteps and we 
were informed that we must move to 
their proprietary association manage-
ment platform by March 1, 2019. 
The monthly cost was going to go up 
dramatically, and residents currently 
with logins were going to have to re-
register. Research showed that many 
of the homeowner associations that 
migrated early on to FrontSteps were 
unhappy not only with the migration 
process but with the customer service 
provided to them. FrontSteps has now 
extended the transfer date to their 
platform until fall 2019.

The Communications Committee did 
an extensive study of various other 
vendors and came to the opinion that 
it would best serve the community 
if we developed our own site, elimi-
nating the possibility of being at the 
mercy of industry consolidation and 
uncertain costs. In conjunction with 
the board of directors, we hired Raven 
Systems, LLC, to develop the site. We 
have been working to transfer infor-
mation stored on the AtHomeNet site 
to the new one, which is expected to 
launch shortly after testing is com-
pleted.

The work of the Communications 
Committee would not be possible 
without the help of our writers: Bill 
Haley, board liaison; Carol Liitt-
schwager and Barbara Prochaska, 
both of Oakbridge. Their support is 
greatly appreciated.

Controlled Access 
Committee
By Gerry Klingman, Chairman

More than one million vehicles come 
through Sawgrass Players Club’s gate 
each year. The Controlled Access 
Committee is charged with ensuring 
that Sawgrass Players Club has mea-
sures in place to preserve the private 
nature of the community, limit traffic 
and provide as much safety as pos-

sible for residents. The committee 
works closely with First Coast Secu-
rity Services, Inc. (FCSS), which has 
been hired to man the gatehouses and 
patrol the community. The current 
contract with FCSS runs through 
December 31, 2020. 

During the past year we installed new 
gate arms with blue lights to help re-
duce accidents and increase safety. We 
are also working to reduce traffic on 
Solana Road. As of June 1, 2019, ven-
dors will be required to enter Players 
Club through the main gate, which 
has a longer entrance. Those that wish 
to continue to use the Solana gate 
must purchase RFIDs. This will also 
add to our security.

The committee is currently working 
with the Community Enhancement 
Committee on finalizing the financ-
ing for refurbishment of the Solana 
gatehouse, which is expected to be 
completed this year. 

Recently, Controlled Access Commit-
tee chairman Danny Cash stepped 
down due to health concerns. We 
thank him for his years of service and 
leadership and wish him well.

Covenant Enforcement 
Committee
By Kay Seitzinger, Chairman

The Covenant Enforcement Com-
mittee works with the subassociations 
and the board of directors to enforce 
compliance with Sawgrass Players 
Club’s master association Covenants 
and Restrictions. The committee 
consists of two teams of five members 
who meet bimonthly.

Florida law, effective July 1, 2015, 
requires master boards to impose fines 
for all master association citations. 
Residents can appeal these citations at 
master board meetings. They also can 
appeal any master board-imposed fine 
by attending a Covenant Violation 
Hearing. Hearings are scheduled for

the third Tuesday of each month at 6 
p.m. in the Marsh Landing Manage-
ment conference room on the second 
floor. In 2018, total fines of adjudi-
cated citations amounted to $9,017.

Alternates are needed for the com-
mittee. If interested in volunteering, 
contact Kristy Richland at Marsh 
Landing Management Company at 
krichland@marshlanding.org.

Landscape Committee
By Carole McManus, Chairman

At the January 2019 meeting of the 
Players Club Landscape Committee, 
Trey Lineberger of Precision Turf pre-
sented a PowerPoint presentation to 
offer suggestions for a three- to five-
year landscape plan for the Players 
Club’s common areas, which was wel-
comed by committee members. The 
committee is working with Precision 
Turf to implement various elements 
of those landscape improvements 
as our budget allows and landscap-
ing needs are recognized. With the 
continuing loss of pine trees, there is a 
need to remove aging landscape mate-
rial along with improving irrigation in 
strategic areas. The first phase of this 
landscape improvement was installed 
in February. Have you noticed the 
changes at the Solana gate entrance/
exit?

In addition, our committee has 
worked with Operations, Mainte-
nance and Waterways (OM&W) 
Committee for restoration of drain-
age and curbing projects. With THE 
PLAYERS tournament date change 
to March, the Landscape Committee 
worked closely with Precision Turf 
in their coordination and schedul-
ing of landscape requirements. While 
the temperatures dipped just before 
the start of the tournament, we were 
relieved that a freeze was avoided for 
the new plantings.

2018 Sawgrass Players Club Association          
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Enjoy membership privileges at world–class TPC Sawgrass, Home of THE PLAYERS Championship. 
The TOUR’s flagship facility offers premium course conditions, a spectacular clubhouse,  
the PGA TOUR’s Performance Center, and an award–winning restaurant and golf shop  

all delivered by exceptionally well–trained professionals.

Join Today!
(904) 280-2412
TPC.COM/SAWGRASS

CLUB SELECTION IS  EVERYTHING

The first 2019 meeting of subassocia-
tion representatives on the topic of 
Players Club landscaping was held in 
February. We will meet again in Sep-
tember. These meetings are scheduled 
to update representatives of land-
scape-related issues within the Play-
ers Club common areas along with 
representatives bringing landscape 
concerns to the discussion. All subas-
sociations have been invited to send a 
representative to our meetings. 

The Landscape Committee meets 
once a month at Marsh Landing 
Management Company. A subcom-
mittee along with a Precision Turf 
representative has a monthly onsite 

tour of the common areas just prior 
to our monthly meetings. 

The volunteer members of the Land-
scape Committee include: Fran Dav-
ey/Bridgewater, Faye Barkan and Pat 
Falke/Water Oak, Joella Baird/Seven 
Mile Drive, Joanie Ewalt and Terry 
Means/Oakbridge, Paula Hunter/
Bermuda Court, Carole McManus, 
Chair/Salt Creek and Brian Vahey/
Marriott Resort. The committee has 
the added expertise from Trey Line-
berger/Precision Turf, Kristy Richland 
and Amy Potter from Marsh Landing 
Management.

Finance Committee
By Maury Dettmer, Treasurer

For the first time in several years, we 
did not encounter any severe storms, 
although some unexpected pine tree 
problems had an adverse effect on our 
financial position and will continue to 
do so during this year. 

On a positive note, our accounts 
receivable remain at an all-time low, 
and all overaged receivables are legally 
protected to the maximum extent 
possible. We operate within the 
framework of our budget guidelines, 
while completing several significant 
community improvements. Our 
financial position is sound, and the 

independent review of our reserve 
positions echoes this.

Our annual CPA review demon-
strated that we are in compliance with 
generally accepted accounting prin-
ciples and no irregularities were cited.

We have become more aggressive 
with our asset allocations and began 
a process of laddering certificates of 
deposition in order to maximize our 
income and maintain liquidity for 
financial emergencies or planned asset 
improvements or purchases. We are 
reviewing all of our financial accounts 
to ensure that we are earning solid 
interest rates and to ensure that all of 

Annual Report cont. from pg. 12
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our information provided to banks is 
current and accessible. Our monthly 
balance sheet has been reformatted 
to depict these changes. Due to these 
enhancements, we have eliminated 
the financial line of credit that was 
established to expedite the availability 

of funds in the event of an emergency. 

Again, we can all be thankful that 
our board and all of the committee 
members have been so diligent with 
our financial resources that we are 
prepared for future reserve contribu-
tions and community improvements. 

As my tenure as the treasurer comes 
to a close, I learned to appreciate the 
professionalism and dedication of 
our volunteers and our management 
company in maintaining financial 
stability and a solid pathway toward 
the future.

Operations, Maintenance 
and Waterways Committee
By John Flynn, Chairman

The Operations, Maintenance and 
Waterways Committee (OMW) is 
charged with overseeing the care and 
maintenance of Sawgrass Players 
Club facilities, such as waterways, 
roads, sidewalks, light fixtures, build-
ings, signage and the stormwater 
pumping system. The OMW is 
dedicated to maintaining the com-
munity in the most efficient manner 
possible.

Pump Stations: The Tropical Storm 
Task Force committee that was initi-
ated after Hurricane Matthew con-
tinued its work to improve our water 
management system. We modified 
the Water Oak weir to allow for a 
14-inch drawdown of water levels 
when hurricanes are expected.

In addition, we are purchasing a 400-
kw diesel generator as a redundant 
driver for the pump house electric 
motors, eliminating total reliance 
on Beaches Energy. It is expected to 
be delivered in mid-July. The unit 
consists of a diesel engine driving an 
electric generator in the event of a 
loss of main power during a storm. It 
will provide our stormwater manage-
ment system with another level of 
protection. The generator could be 
activated prior to abandoning the 
pump stations in case of a mandatory 
evacuation.

The Operations, Maintenance and 
Waterways Committee also requested 
and received a permit from the St. 
Johns River Water Management 
District to increase discharge at the 
Seven Mile pump station. This will 
enable us to run all pumps at full 
speed during heavy hurricane rain-
fall.

Drainage Improvements: During 
the past year we have completed a 
number of drainage projects. Work 
has been done along PGA TOUR 
Boulevard at Cypress Bridge as well 
as Alta Mar Drive and Water Oak. 
Neptune and Palmera in Oakbridge 
will commence this spring.

Sawgrass Players Club Association Balance Sheet
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The PGA TOUR has funded a com-
prehensive waterway study of approx-
imately 60 percent of the waterways. 
Results, expected shortly, will identify 
where water is coming from, where 
any choke points are, what the storage 
capacity is, and what deficiencies are 
present. The study will help to pro-
vide guidance on stormwater reserve 
and future waterway improvements.

Waterway Quality: We continue to 
treat the waterways with bio-enzymes 
as a means of reducing the depth of 
muck. With permission from the 
St. Johns River Water Management 
District, we raised the Bermuda Dam. 
This has resulted in higher water 
levels in certain sections of Oakbridge 
and should allow the bio-enzymes to 
work more efficiently.

Our aquatic maintenance vendor, 
Clear Waters, Inc., is treating our 
waterways with Sonar®, an aquatic 
weed herbicide, in an effort to con-
trol the growth of eelgrass and other 
aquatic plants. Last December, Clear 
Waters stocked six of Sawgrass Players 
Club’s ponds with about 70 triploid 
grass carp. The vegetarian fish are an 
ecological way to help control aquatic 
plants. 

Miscellaneous Projects: Many projects 
are undertaken during the year to 
repair and improve facilities. Note-
worthy among them were curb work 
that was completed at the entrance to 
Cypress Bridge, Salt Creek and Alta 
Mar drives, and Alta Mar Drive and 
PGA TOUR Boulevard. Paver repair 
and installation was completed at 
the Solana gate, and a sidewalk was 
constructed between Players Club 
Villas and Vicar’s Landing. Roadway 
striping is underway and should be 
completed this month.

Current committee members include 
John Flynn, chairman; Paul Rushton, 
co-chair; Morris Binaco, Board Liai-
son; Carl Crist; Michael Fitzgerald; 
Mike Miles; Ray Navidi; Jeff Plotts; 
and Marc Stearns.

Recreation Facilities 
Committee
By Pat Gilberto, Chairman

The Recreation Facilities Commit-
tee is responsible for enhancing and 
maintaining Sawgrass Players Club 
recreational facilities, including Play-
ers Park on Alta Mar Drive and Play-
ers Pool located in The Coves. The 
committee works in conjunction with 
the Landscape and Operations, Main-
tenance and Waterways committees as 
part of this effort. The committee is 
also responsible for providing holiday 
lighting in common areas throughout 
Players Club.

In addition, the Recreation Facilities 
Committee organizes various events 
at Players Park. A combined total 
of more than 1,200 residents, their 
families and friends attended these 
events during the past year. In 2018 
we sponsored Winterfest (Febru-
ary), Fun-4-All Golf Festival & 
BBQ (June) and Flicks in the Field 
(October). We greatly appreciate the 
volunteers who have come out to help 
at these events. 

Budget constraints have affected all 
committees this past year. For the first 
time the Recreation Facilities Com-
mittee sought sponsors to offset the 
cost of our Winterfest event, which 
was held in February 2019. We are 
grateful to those companies and or-
ganizations that supported this effort, 
including the Sawgrass Marriott, The 
Oak Bridge Club, Dunkin’ Donuts, 
StandFast Productions, Two Dudes 
Seafood Restaurant and the Sawgrass 
Players Club Women’s Association. 
Currently, we are planning a Players 
Park Hoedown for May 17, which we 
expect to be great fun. Sponsorships 
are welcome.

The committee is always looking 
to provide enhancements whenever 
funds become available. This past 
year, we purchased new pool fur-
niture, which was funded through 
the General Reserve. As we move 
forward, the committee is seeking to 
hire a park design consultant to help 
determine what the look and use of 
our venues will be in the future. 

Annual Report cont. from pg. 14

 Call today and ask about our Advertising 
Discount for Residents of Sawgrass Players Club 

Are you a resident 
and business owner? 

 Email  
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

  Call Linda 
904-886-4919 x7002

I would like to thank the members of 
the committee — Michelle Gilberto, 
Irene Lombardo, Debbie McWade 
and Mike Miles — for the work they 
put forth in the past year to make 
our ventures a success. In addition, 
the support, insight and collegiality 
provided by Marsh Landing Manage-
ment staff — Kristy Richland and 
Amy Potter — is greatly appreciated.

Lastly, the Recreation Facilities 
Committee is looking for additional 
members to help us plan future events 
and further improve the quality of 
life for our residents. Contact Kristy 
Richland at krichland@marshlanding.
org if you are interested in joining.

PlayersPlayersPlayersJournal
www.sawgrassplayersclub.org

Security is available 24/7

If you have a security issue, a First Coast 
Security patrol officer is always on duty.

 
Call (904) 370-4875

A link to a complete list of important 
phone numbers can be found on the 
resident home page of our website,

www.sawgrassplayersclub.org, under
the Events calendar, as well as in your 
Property Owner and Resident Guide. 
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There’s still time to learn about Beacon Pointe.

One Fleet Landing Boulevard 
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233

SAW 19-88145

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT  
OUR NEWEST NEIGHBORHOOD? 

Experience the excitement 
building each and every day  
in our vibrant and welcoming  
Life Care community.

Call 904.701.0621 or visit  
www.fleetlanding.com to  
schedule an appointment. 

Life is expanding at Fleet Landing.


