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Animal rescue 
group seeks 
to protect 
community cats 
By Marsha Peacock
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Rotary Club of Northeast Flor-
ida Duval Dinner Team hosted Vet-
erans and Patriots Animal Coalition, 
Inc., an animal rescue non-profit, at 
its meeting in early September. This 
group is unique in wanting to solve 
the problem of feral cats in our parks, 
neighborhoods and shopping centers 
with a no-kill solution. The non-
profit has been named the official 
caretakers of the many cats located in 
the City of Jacksonville parks.

Wreaths Across America Mobile 
Education Unit coming to Jacksonville

O: 904.253.7600   |   F: 904.253.7601
13241 Bartram Park Blvd. Suite 905

Jacksonville, FL 32258
NuVentureFinancialGroup.com 
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By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Jacksonville Chapter Daughters of the 
American Revolution will host the 
Wreaths Across America Mobile Edu-
cation Exhibit National Tour stop in 
Jacksonville. The theme for 2021 is: Live 
Up To Their Legacy

The Mobile Education Exhibit started 
its tour at the Wreaths Across America 
headquarters in Maine and will be in 
Jacksonville on Oct. 31, 2021 from 1 
p.m. – 4 p.m. at Super Walmart, 10251 
Shops Lane near The Avenues Mall. The 
scheduled event is both free and open to 
the public. 

The Mobile Education Unit is a unique 
mini museum, including storyboards, 
visuals, and interactive computers, that is 
free to the community and helps honor 
local veterans. The Mobile Education 
Unit achieves this goal by bringing the 

Greenland Pines students make good use of sensory paths
By Traci Gunston
mail@floridanewsline.com

Since school began on Aug. 10, students 
at Greenland Pines Elementary have 
been spotted moving about the hallways 
using frog jumps, bear crawls, crouch-
ing, hopping, and pushing on walls and 
floors. The students are utilizing newly 
installed sensory paths, sponsored by 
the Parent Teacher Association (PTA). A 
sensory path is a series of activities, gen-
erally painted or made of decals posted 
on walls and floors in school hallways. 
Sensory paths create much needed op-
portunities for students to take a break 
from their day and burn excess energy, 
relieve stress, or find calm when over-
stimulated.

“For several years the PTA at Green-
land Pines has hosted a fun run to raise 
money for school projects,” said PTA 

Photos courtesy Wreaths Across America

Photos courtesy Traci Gunston Greenland Pines cont. on pg. 2
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President Valerie Wurdeman. “Sensory 
paths had been brought up in the past 
and we felt this was a great year to go for 
it. Instead of another fun run, the PTA 
used Boosterthon's Virtual Dance Party 
as a fundraiser and our students raised 
money based on minutes danced. In the 
end, we raised over $14,000.” 

At Greenland Pines, four sensory paths 
and an ABC Hop have been installed 
around campus. Students can utilize 
the sensory paths independently as a 
break or on their way to class. During 
the day, teacher-led groups of students 
can be found using the paths when 

headed to lunch, the playground, and 
returning from a resource. On rainy 
days, the paths offer students a brief 
break from the classroom to stretch, 
move, and play. The campus boasts a 
variety of themes including “Blast Off,” 
“ABC Hop,” a “Ninja” and “Going 
on A Bear Hunt.” As a student moves 
through a path, they forget about class-
room stress and enjoy completing the 
tasks and activities. Students even love 
seeing their teachers give the path a try, 
and occasionally, they do!

Traci Gunston is a pre-kindergarten 
teacher at Greenland Pines Elementary 
School.

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

WHAT MAKES OUR 
RESIDENTS HAPPY?

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating 
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at 
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life 
Plan Community o� ers a stunning natural setting 
with spacious garden apartments and villa homes and 
an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy 
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare 
services, if they should be needed. 

Discover all there is to be happy about —
call us at (904) 861-6425 today!

“If I were still in my house I would not be 
doing half of what I’m doing here. And I’ve 

never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

local community, veterans, active-duty 
military, and their families together 
through interactive exhibits, short films, 
and shared stories. The exhibit serves as a 
mobile museum, educating visitors about 
the service and sacrifice of our nation’s 
heroes as well as to serve as an official 
“welcome home” station for our nation’s 
Vietnam Veterans. The objectives are 
strong: Remember, Honor, Teach. This 
includes instilling patriotism into the 
children as they learn of the past.

Activities include an outside wreath 
demonstration, which illustrates 10 spe-
cial qualities of a wreath; children will 
be given coloring pages. A tour of the 
unit will be available with social distanc-
ing and COVID procedures in place as 
well as an opportunity to sign “Thank 
You” cards to be given to active-duty 
military locally. Sign ups to volunteer 
on Dec. 18 for wreath-laying as well as 
the opportunity to sponsor a wreath will 
be available. Wreaths Across America 
merchandise may be purchased.

Karen Worchester, executive director of 
Wreaths Across America, said, “Over the 
past year, in light of the current health 
crisis, we feel this exhibit has taken on 
even more meaning by providing the 
opportunity for people to safely partici-
pate in something that is educational 
and inspiring, while supporting and 
giving back to the communities it visits. 
We are not here to ‘decorate graves.’ We 
are here to remember not their deaths 
but their lives.”

Wreaths Across America is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization founded to 
continue and expand the annual wreath-
laying ceremony at Arlington National 
Cemetery begun by Maine businessman 
Morrill Worcester in 1992. The organiza-
tion’s mission — Remember, Honor, Teach 
— is carried out in part each year by 
coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies in 
December at Arlington, as well as at more 
than 2,500 veterans’ cemeteries and other 
locations in all 50 states and overseas. Visit 
www.wreathacrossamerica.org for more 
information.

Mobile Education Unit cont. from pg. 1

Greenland Pines cont. from pg. 1

October 17 – 23, 2021 is National Friends of Libraries Week! 
By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

Do you love the Library's Summer 
Learning program? How about used 
book sales? If so, you can thank the 
Friends of the Library. These groups 
raise tens of thousands of dollars each 
year to help our libraries offer more 
programs, expand our collections, 
promote literacy, and build stronger 
communities. We could not do what we 
do without them.

While we appreciate the hard work that 
our Friends groups do all year long, 
October is our chance to shine a slightly 
bigger spotlight and to let everyone else 
know just what these volunteers and 
library ambassadors do for their libraries 
and the communities they serve.

Established in 1956, the Friends of the 
Jacksonville Public Library was created 
to encourage the support of libraries, in-
crease awareness of public libraries in the 
community, and raise funds to enhance 
library services for the good of the public 
library system and the community. Sim-
ply put: these groups advocate on behalf 
of the library. A Friend is a cheerleader 
and, often, the person in the room or 
with a community leader who says, “The 
Library could use your support.”

Joining the Friends of the Library is a 
terrific way to make new friends of your 
own and to give back. Stop by the Man-
darin or South Mandarin Branch libraries 

for a paper application or contact: 

• Ted Centerwall at tchorn@bellsouth.
net for the Friends of Mandarin Branch 
Library 

• Kenneth Tucker at ktucker72@comcast.
net for the Friends of South Mandarin 
Branch Library 

You could also just sign up directly with 
the Friends at a meeting or other Friends-
sponsored event. On Oct. 16, the Friends 
of Mandarin Branch Library are having 
an outdoor book sale from 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. That same day, the library will be 
having fall-themed activities for the kids.

If you cannot give your time, there are 
other ways to show support.

1. Shop a book sale or make a financial 
contribution. Each Friends of the Library 
Group is a registered 501(c)(3).

2. Donate materials or supplies (like 
book bags). You can always check with 
your local Friends or the library’s branch 
manager to see what is needed.

In addition to your local group, you can 
also join the Friends of the Jacksonville 
Public Library, which benefits the entire 
system. Email FJPLPresident@gmail.com, 
call (904) 255-6002, or visit www.fjpl.org 
to find out more about what they do. 

Jeremy Yates is with the Jacksonville Public 
Library.

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Library

Oct. 17 – 23, 2021 is National Friends of Libraries Week.
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FBF Meet Tally!

Best Furry Friend
of the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the west side of the Mandarin Museum 
and Historical Society. Our winner was Peggy Reed. Congratulations!

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Call  Rebecca Thomson 724-968-7602
to reserve your advertising space!
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6    Q&A with Michael Boylan

7    Briefs
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11  Mandarin Garden Club

12  Fishing

14  Gardening

15  Travel
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PG 10

Answers: A. doctor  B. checkup  C. testing  D. diagnosis

Breed: 
Rescue, Blue Heeler mix.

Favorite Activities: 
Boating, chasing birds, car rides and 

sunning by the pool.

Favorite Treat: 
Peanut butter.

Favorite Friend: 
Rescue siblings Bear and Ruby.

How your BFF got their name: 
Tally, short for Tallahassee where  

he was rescued from.

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

Dr. Annie Vu D.D.S
Dr. Sydney Fowler D.M.D
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Do you know anyone looking for work?
Invite them to start a conversation.

(904)260-1818 | Old St. Augustine Road, near 1-295 | humanresources@rivergarden.org

www.RiverGarden.org/jobs
We'll email or call them to share more details and schedule a time to meet.

CookRN

LPN

CNA

PCA

Activities Aide

HousekeepingPrep Cook

Server

Mandarin Garden Club 
12th Annual Craft Fair
Crafts, BBQ, Café & Plants

November 6th, 9am – 4pm
2892 Loretto Rd, 32223, Jacksonville

CDC Guidelines

10th - 31st
Monday-Friday 4pm to 7pm

Saturday 10am-7pm
Sunday 11am-7pm
*October 31st 11am-2pm

Weekday preschool field trips available

Holiday Sampler Sale

Sugar Bear Antiques Mall
3047 Julington Creek Road | Jacksonville, FL 32223 | (904) 886-0393 | Open 7 Days a week | 10am-5:45pm

October 15th-17th
Refreshments Served

SALES!
Throughout the store on one-of-a-kind 

items for you and your home.

Drawings! 
For Sugar Bear Gift Certificates!

Bring this ad to be eligible.

www.sugarbearmall.com

What’s Going On in Mandarin? 
A modified calendar of events

October Community Calendar

Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays 
at 9:30 a.m. at Mandarin Park. The 
courts are at the park entrance next 
to the tennis courts. Try to get there 
a few minutes early for court assign-
ments. Beginners are welcome. Just 
show up (a few minutes before play-
ing time), unless it rains.

The Rotary Club of Northeast 
Florida Duval Dinner Team meets 
every Tuesday evening at 6 p.m. in 
the private room at The Athenian 
Owl Restaurant, located at 9551 
Baymeadows Road. There is always 
an interesting speaker as listed on 
our webpage: neflrotaryduvaldin-
nerteam.com. Each person pays 
for their own meal and guests are 
welcome.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those 
who enjoy knitting, crocheting and 
looming (with all items donated to 
charity) meets every Wednesday from 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at the outside 
eating area at Belgian Sweet House 
Bistro, 12276 San Jose Blvd. (next 
to Harbor Chase). Visit the group’s 
Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or 
email playinghookie31@gmail.com 

for more information.

Northeast Florida AHEC will host a 
free Tai Chi for Arthritis program 
via an online live webinar for people 
60 years and older on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, Oct. 1 – Nov. 24, from 
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Attendees 
will learn how to improve muscular 
strength, flexibility and fitness. Call 
Northeast Florida AHEC at (904) 
482-0189 or (877) 784-8486 to 
register.

The Mandarin United Methodist 
Women will host the 31st annual 
Fall Craft Festival on Saturday, Oct. 
2 from 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at the 
church, 11270 San Jose Blvd. All 
items from more than 100 crafters 
are handcrafted, including clothing, 
jewelry, seasonal gifts and a children’s 
shop. Concessions will be available. 
Masks are required. All proceeds sup-
port mission projects. 

The Italian American Club of 
Jacksonville announces a club social 
on Oct. 4 at 1 p.m., the Board of 
Directors meeting on Oct. 6 at 6:30 
p.m., Bingo on Oct. 15 at 7 p.m., a 
general membership dinner meeting 
on Oct. 17 at 1 p.m., the ever-popu-
lar Spaghetti to Go on Oct. 29 from 
5 p.m. – 7 p.m., and a Halloween 
party on Oct. 30 at 6:30 p.m. All 
activities are at the club building, 
2838 Westberry Road. Visit www.
iacofjacksonville.com or call (904) 
586-2700 for more information.

The Honeybee Quilters Guild will 
meet on Tuesday, Oct. 5 at 7 p.m. 
after a 6:30 p.m. social in the fellow-
ship hall of Mandarin Presbyterian 
Church, 11844 Mandarin Road. The 
program is a demonstration on bias 
binding. Masks are optional due to 
the larger meeting space. New mem-
bers/guests welcome. Visit honeybe-
equilters.org for more information.

The Jacksonville Camera Club will 

meet on Oct. 6 and Oct. 20. Visit 
jax.jaxcameraclub.com for more 
information and meeting location 
updates.

The Mandarin Senior Center, 3848 
Hartley Road, will host a rummage 
sale on Friday, Oct. 8 and Saturday. 
Oct. 9 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. All 
proceeds will benefit the Center. 
Looking for a new activity? Come 
to the Mandarin Senior Center on  
Fridays at 11 a.m. for pickleball or 
Tuesdays at 9 a.m. for wood carv-
ing. Call (904) 262-7033 for more 
information.

NuVenture will host a free commu-
nity shredding event at its offices in 
Bartram Office Park, 13241 Bartram 
Park Blvd., on Friday, Oct. 15 from 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. UltraShred will be 
on premises for community members 
to shred any of their financial/pri-
vate documents at no charge. A food 
truck will conveniently be available 
for lunch. NuVenture is also spon-
soring a raffle entry for each $20 
donation to benefit Hart Felt Minis-
tries. For every $50 donation, there 
will be three tickets for the raffle and 
lunch provided. Call NuVenture at 
(904) 253-7600 or visit www.hart-
felt.org for more information about 
Hart Felt Ministries.

The All Star Quilters Guild will 
meet at 10 a.m. on Monday, Oct. 18 
at the First Christian Church, 11924 
San Jose Blvd. Guests are welcome 
and masks are optional. Visit www.
allstarquilters.org for more informa-
tion.

Northeast Florida AHEC announces 
a free Tools to Quit Smoking Class, 
which includes free nicotine patches, 
gum or lozenges, to be held on Fri-
day, Oct. 29 from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
at the Winston YMCA, 221 River-
side Ave. in Jacksonville. Call (904) 
482-0189 for more information or 
to sign up.
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Q & A with Jacksonville City Council Member 
Michael Boylan, District 6Q A&with Duval County School Board Member  

Lori Hershey, District 7Q A&

SAVE THE DATE
DEC 7, 2021

ONE CITY,
ONE TEAM!

PAID FOR BY JAMES C. JACOBS
FOR JACKSONVILLE, FL CITY COUNCIL

AT LARGE GROUP 3

2368 Research Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

Q: Do you know yet when volun-
teers will be allowed in schools for 
this school year?
A: Volunteers will be allowed back 
into our schools at the beginning of 
the second nine weeks, which is Oct. 
8. I know many parents are eager to 
be more engaged with their respec-
tive schools and the good work that is 
done by volunteers in our schools is 
greatly appreciated.

Q: What can you tell us about the 
masks in schools requirement as of 
today, Sept. 16?
A: While the mask mandate was 
established for 90 days, the school 
board has granted Superintendent 
Dr. Diana Greene the ability to 
suspend that mandate prior to the 
end of the 90-day period based upon 
specific indicators. Pursuant to Sec-
tion IV of the Board’s Emergency 
Rule regarding facial coverings, the 
mandatory mask requirement for 
Duval County Public Schools shall 
be immediately suspended when the 
level of community transmission of 
COVID-19 in Duval County, Flor-
ida reaches a “Moderate Level” on a 
seven-day rolling average. Transmis-
sion rate is defined by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) as shown in the table below.

The district will continue to con-
sult with local and state officials to 
monitor the spread of COVID-19 in 

the community and will suspend the 
mask mandate when permitted to do 
so. If you have additional questions 
or concerns regarding face masks or 
COVID-19, please contact Elizabeth 
Trisotto, Director of School Health 
Services at trisottoe@duvalschools.
org.

Q: Do you have anything else to 
share with District 7?
A: I’d like to acknowledge the pass-
ing of Tommy Hazouri. Many people 
may not realize the shared responsibil-
ity between the City of Jacksonville 
and the Duval County School Board, 
which requires city council members 
and school board members to work 
together. I could always count on 
Tommy. He was responsible for help-
ing us to get the much needed signage 
on Point Meadows for Twin Lakes 
Academy Elementary and I worked 
with him for two years to get a pool 
approved for Atlantic Coast High 
School. He accomplished that while 
he was president of the City Council. I 
have long appreciated his commitment 
to public education and I am espe-
cially thankful for his commitment to 
our students and our community of 
Mandarin.

 Q: How can our readers contact 
you?
A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 
390-2375.

Q: Can you give the latest update [as 
of interview date of Sept. 15] on the 
status of yard waste pick up?
A: It’s exasperating and believe me, no 
one is more frustrated about this situ-
ation than our office. It’s important to 
note that as a member of the legislative 
branch, all I can do is act as an interme-
diary and push the administration (the 
contract for waste pick up is between 
the city’s Public Works Department and 
Waste Pro) to come up with sustainable 
solutions. Right now, I’m continuing to 
communicate and follow up.

Q: Do you have any news on the road 
realignment/dog park project on Or-
ange Picker Road? 
A: I saw the surveyors out there recently, 
but I don’t expect any groundbreaking 
until next fiscal year, possibly in Novem-
ber or December. There is also a possible 
reconfiguration of the project in discus-
sion, although the original plan — to 
change the two three-way intersections 
of Orange Picker Road and Brady Road 
to a single four-way intersection, provide 
expanded paved parking facilities for 
Alberts Field, and a new dog park — is 
still in the works.

Q: Is the City Council working on re-
districting in light of the 2020 Census? 
A: Yes, this is an ongoing project at this 
time. There will likely be some impact on 

the map of District 6 based on the new 
population growth areas. Our numbers 
have been relatively static, but the growth 
to the east of us will probably see the 
protrusion of the City Council district 
to our north being moved farther south 
into Mandarin and our District 6 might 
extend farther east. This is all still an 
ongoing conversation, although we have 
to have something in place prior to year 
end.

Q: Do you have any details about the 
special election to fill Tommy Hazouri’s 
At Large District 3 City Council seat? 
A: First, I’d like to say that Tommy 
Hazouri proved to be a mentor and 
friend to me during my time on the 
council. I did not know Tommy prior 
to serving on the council, but I came to 
know and respect both his political acu-
men and his love for his role as a public 
servant.
The First Special Election for this seat 
will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 7 and the 
General Election will be on Feb. 22, 
2022. Qualifying for candidates will 
begin on Monday, Sept. 27 and end at 
noon on Friday, Oct. 1.

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you?
A: Community members can email me 
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
5206.
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Briefs

4235 Sunbeam Road, Jacksonville, FL 32257
 www.MillenniumPhysician.com

 

Wissam Shaya, M.D.
Welcome

Connect Today!
(904) 322-8535 

 • Walk-Ins Welcome
 • Same-Day Appointments
 • Annual Wellness Visits
 • On-site X-Ray
 • Also speaks French and Arabic
 • Medicare, Medicare Advantage & 
most major insurance accepted 

Dr. Wissam Shaya Family Medicine

Halloween Doors & More drive in movie 
to benefit Community PedsCare®
On Saturday, Oct. 16, Community 
Hospice & Palliative Care Foundation’s 
Halloween Doors & More will present a 
drive-in movie experience at the Jack-
sonville Fairgrounds.

For 17 years, Northeast Florida’s premier 
Halloween event, Halloween Doors & 
More, has delighted kids and kids at 
heart. In the spirit of fun and Halloween, 
this year there will be two movies under 
the stars: Trolls: World Tour at 5 p.m. 
and Hocus Pocus at 7:30 p.m. Smiles are 
required, and costumes are encouraged.

Proceeds from Halloween Doors & 
More benefit Community PedsCare, a 
nationally recognized pediatric program 
for children in Northeast and North 
Central Florida living with complex, 
chronic, life-limiting, or advanced ill-
nesses. All vital care and support are 
provided at no cost to the family, which 
is made possible through generous 
community supporters, efforts of the 
Community Hospice & Palliative Care 
Foundation, and Medicare.

Admission is $25 per car, per movie. 
Call (904) 886-3883 or visit HDM.
CommunityHospice.com to purchase 
admissions and sponsorships for Hal-
loween Doors & More.

Volunteers needed to make friendly calls 
to seniors 
The pandemic has underscored how 
older adults living alone are often more 
isolated and need a connection to the 

community and friends. You can help 
solve this problem without even leaving 
your home. 

ElderSource, a nonprofit organization 
that works to empower seniors with 
dignity and independence, is recruiting 
volunteers for its Caring Connections 
Telephone Reassurance Program. Caring 
Connections offers a simple way for 
someone to make a difference in the life 
of a homebound older adult. 

Caring Connections volunteers are needed 
immediately with approximately 40 
seniors currently waiting to be matched 
with volunteers. All volunteers are trained, 
background screened and matched with 
a special friend. Hours are flexible, as the 
volunteer and the senior work together to 
set the days and times convenient for each 
person to connect by phone. 

Volunteers are needed in all seven coun-
ties of the ElderSource service area that 
includes Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, 
Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia. 

To learn more about how to be a Caring 
Connections volunteer or if an older 
adult would like to be matched with 
a volunteer, email Volunteers@My-
ElderSource.org or call the ElderSource 
HelpLine at (904) 391- 6699. 

Most advanced Contrast-Enhanced 
Mammography now available 
Ackerman Cancer Center, the world’s 
first and only private practice offering 
proton beam technology, is offering 
another first: Contrast-Enhanced Mam-
mography (CEM) as a cutting-edge 

cancer diagnostic method at Ackerman 
Breast Clinic at its location in Amelia 
Island.

Excluding skin cancer, breast cancer is 
the most common cancer in women 
in the United States, with more than 
250,000 breast cancers diagnosed each 
year. Contrast-enhanced mammography 
has been shown to find breast cancer 
better than traditional mammograms, 
and is especially beneficial to women 
with dense breasts or at a high-risk of 
breast cancer. It provides exceptional 
clarity to help rule out cancer or high-
light an abnormality requiring further 
attention. Contrast-enhanced mammog-
raphy is just like a normal mammogram 
except it uses a contrast medium, which 
is a substance that is injected into the 
bloodstream and shows up on an x-ray. 
The contrast medium collects in tis-
sues with robust blood flow, especially 
cancerous tissues, enabling the radiology 
team to study that area in more detail. It 
is performed simultaneously with a 2D 
mammogram; 3D mammography can 
also be performed at the same visit.

Founded in 1997, Ackerman Cancer 
Center was established to deliver pa-
tients the highest-quality of personalized 
cancer care, while remaining commit-
ted to the mission of service to those in 
need throughout the entire spectrum of 
society. Visit ackermancancercenter.com 
for more information.

BINGO time at Mandarin Women’s Club
After way too long, the Mandarin Wom-
en’s Club welcomed everyone back on 

Thursday, Sept. 23, with a luncheon that 
was all about socializing … finally seeing 
each other and reuniting with friends. 
The 2021 – 2022 officers were intro-
duced: Laura Czaplicki, Mary Shell, 
Sharon Rosenblum, Susie Marshall, Sue 
Wojtowicz, Gail Packard, Iris read, and 
Kathy Sisbarro. 

On Oct. 28, the club will kick off the 
year with its popular Bingo event and 
luncheon at the Ramada Inn, 3030 
Hartley Road. Bingo cards are 10 for 
$5, and 10 games will be played. Bring 
your dauber or pen and get ready to 
play! Doors open at 10:30 a.m. Area 
women are invited to attend to make 
new friends, renew old friendships, and 
maybe win some cash.

Reservations for the luncheon are 
required and the cost is $18 to be paid 
in advance. To make reservations and 
obtain payment instructions, call Susie 
at (904) 262-8981 or email her at 
spm104@aol.com. Payment must be 
received by Thursday, Oct. 21.

The Mandarin Women’s Club is a social 
organization with many activities and 
membership is open to all ladies. Activi-
ties include Bridge, Bunco, Mexican 
Train, Mah Jongg, Pennies, antiquing 
trips, recipe exchange, daytime travel 
trips, lunch and dinner outings, as well 
as seasonal socials that include spouses. 
Call Mary at (904) 859-6299 or visit 
www.mandarinwomensclub.com for 
information about joining the Mandarin 
Women’s Club.

Briefs  cont. on pg. 10
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3760 Kori Road • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

Industrial

Affordable Water solutions for 
your home with the best customer 

service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Call today to schedule  
your personalized experience!

Mandarin

Independent & Assisted Living
Memory Care

(904) 584-9806 
www.HarborChase.com

12350 San Jose Blvd.  |  Jacksonville, FL 32223

ALF# 13126

Fall in Love
With Senior Living

Obituary | Tommy Hazouri
Thomas " Tommy" Lester Hazouri, 
Sr., 76, was born in Jacksonville on 
Oct. 11, 1944 and died at home in 
Jacksonville on Sept. 11, 2021.

He served for 12 years as a member 
of the Florida House of Representa-
tives from 1974 – 1986, as Mayor of 
the City of Jacksonville from 1987 
– 1991, as a Duval County School 
Board member from 2004 – 2012, 
and as an At-Large City Councilman 
since 2015.

While in the Florida Legislature, he 
was chairman of the Duval Legisla-
tive Delegation, House Committee on 
Education K-12, and House Com-
mittee on Retirement, Personnel and 
Collective Bargaining. He was also 
a member of the House Committee 
on Appropriations, Subcommittee on 
Education Funding and Subcommit-
tee on Personnel. He was appointed 
by Gov. Lawton Chiles to the Florida 
Ethics Commission, and chaired the 
Sheriff 's Mental Health and Crisis 
Episodes Task Force. 

As Mayor, he led the effort to elimi-
nate the tolls from Jacksonville's roads 
and bridges. He also implemented an 
anti-odor ordinance to relieve the city 
of its foul odor. 

He earned a bachelor's degree in His-
tory and Government from Jackson-
ville University, where he was Student 
Body President. He was an honorary 
member of the San Jose Rotary Club. 
He and his wife, Carol were married 
for 42 years and were members of 
Mandarin Presbyterian Church.

Preceded in death by his father, Neal 
Elias Hazouri, his mother, Amelia 
Ann Abraham and one brother, Neal 
Elias Hazouri, Jr. He is survived by 
his wife, Carol O'Brien Hazouri, his 
son, Thomas Lester Hazouri, Jr., two 
brothers, Richard P. Hazouri, Sr. and 
his wife, Jo, Robert E. Hazouri and 
his wife Sandra Davis and countless 
nieces, nephews and cousins.

In lieu of flowers the family requests 
donations to the American Lung As-
sociation.

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name 
Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products 
and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.1008115-00003-00
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Lori Weber is originally from 
Sheboygan, Wis. After gradu-
ating from the University of 
Wisconsin-LaCrosse with a 
degree in communications 
and a minor in business with 
an emphasis on constitu-
tional law, she began her 
career in sales with Johnson-
ville Sausage (now Johnson-
ville Foods) a well known 
business based in Wisconsin. 
She was responsible for open-
ing new market areas in the 
eastern and southern U.S., includ-
ing Florida, which is how she ended 
up meeting her husband, Jim. They 
were both in Tampa when he came out 
of the Coast Guard Academy and they 
met at a party through mutual friends. 
They have been married for 31 years and 
have two daughters, both current stu-
dents at SCAD (Savannah College of Art 
and Design). The couple moved around 
a number of times, ultimately ending 
up back in Florida, in Jacksonville, and 
Lori said the 28 years she has lived here is 
the longest she has lived anywhere. Over 
the years, her career path has weaved in 
and out of the for-profit and non-profit 
sectors, and today, Lori is the regional di-
rector of Catholic Charities Jacksonville, 
a position she has held for just the past 
couple of months.

Q: Why did you initially decide to 
move to Jacksonville? 
A: My husband was retiring from the 
Coast Guard, where he worked in IT. He 
has family in the Panhandle and South 
Florida, and we looked at Jacksonville and 
it seemed to be a forward-thinking place. 
John Delaney was the mayor at the time 
and the Super Bowl was looming; there 
was just a lot of excitement going on. 

Q: How did your career change when 
you moved? 
A: We moved here from Washington, 
DC, where I worked for the National 
Breast Cancer Coalition. When we 
moved to Jacksonville, I continued in 
my position there and commuted to DC 
from Jacksonville, while Jim found a job 
here. Ironically, it took me less time to 
fly to DC and drive to our office there 
than it did to take the Metro to work 
from our previous home in northern 
Virginia. I commuted for a few years 
before taking a leadership job with the 
American Culinary Federation in St. 
Augustine.

Q: How did you come to work at 
Catholic Charities? 
A: I was actually looking to take an 
early retirement after my time at the 
American Culinary Federation. I saw an 
ad for the Catholic Charities position 
and I felt called to it. I love it here; it’s 
restored my faith in the workplace and 

has been a very positive experience. I’m 
where I’m supposed to be. I’ve always 
loved working with non-profits be-

cause they offer the opportunity to 
not only feel good about the work 

you do, but also give you the op-
portunity to dabble in a lot of 
different roles. 

Q: What can you tell us 
about the work Catholic 
Charities does? 
A: We help people get their 
dignity back via an orches-
trated effort that all works 

together. We provide housing 
assistance, help with paying 

utility bills, immigration legal as-
sistance, a food pantry, translation 

services for those who don’t speak 
English, and workforce development 

among other services. I’d like to clear up 
a big misunderstanding about Catholic 
Charities: 85 percent of the people we 
serve are not Catholic. We are here to 
help anyone who asks for help. 

Right now, we are very busy with our 
Afghan Placement and Assistance 
program (APS). We are trying to settle 
approximately 200 Afghan refugees in 
the coming weeks. We help them with 
housing, employment, language, and 
general resettling, all with the assistance 
of our wonderful volunteers and donors 
(both monetary and in kind). We feel so 
privileged to be able to help them in any 
way possible, as this is aligned with our 
mission to help our fellow man.

Q: What do you like to do in your 
spare time? 
A: I love to watch football. I’m a Green 
Bay Packers fan first, but I’ve become 
a Jaguars fan as well. I also love to golf 
when I have the time.

[Editor’s Note: Visit www.ccbjax.org to 
learn more about Catholic Charities Jack-
sonville and how you can help.]

Photo courtesy Lori Weber

Lori Weber

Many of these cats are domesticated 
pets that were abandoned and then 
started to breed. How to solve the prob-
lem? By first making sure all cats are 
captured, treated for illness, vaccinated, 
and spayed or neutered. 

The Veterans and Patriots Animal 
Coalition has adoption clinics for those 
cats that are young or friendly — and 
more than 400 have been rescued and 
adopted to forever homes. Other cats 
are returned to where they were found 
and fed daily. Cats that are too sick to 
fend for themselves are given a home at 
a three-acre fenced rural sanctuary prop-
erty to live out the rest of their lives.

The group currently has a major fund-
raiser underway to raise the last $45,000 
for a new special purpose 1200 square 
foot building at the sanctuary property.  
Visit www.vpacinc.com to learn more 
about Veterans and Patriots Animal 
Coalition and visit www.gofundme.
com/f/providing-a-forever-home-to-
animals-in-danger if you are interested 
in donating to the fundraiser.

Animal Coalition cont. from pg. 1

Lori Weber

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates is ready to help you with all of your 
dental needs and we look forward to providing you with personalized 

service and unparalleled treatment.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 • Adult Dentistry: (904) 886-4867

www.nemetzdental.com

We Welcome New Patients

We offer
Pediatric Dentistry

Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

Photo courtesy Veterans  
and Patriots Animal Coalition

Send us  
your 

community 
news!

editor@floridanewsline.com
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We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

Maria Hickman-Diaz
Independent Beauty Consultant 
Shop 24/7 at MaryKay.com/My007beauty
Cell (904) 257-6595 

FICTITIOUS NAME REGISTRATION
 
Notice is hereby given that the under-
signed pursuant to the Fictitious Name 
Statute, Chapter 865.09, Florida Statutes, 
will register with the Division of Cor-
porations, Department of State, State of 
Florida upon receipt of this notice, the 
ctitious name:

MLE Publishing

Under which (I am) (we are) engaged in 
business at address that the (party) (par-
ties) interested in said business enterprise 
is as follows:

Wayne E Conner

7643 GATE PKWY SUITE 
104 JACKSONVILLE, FL 32256

Duval

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel
Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE & MORE

Hospital named one of Florida’s “Best 
Employers”
Baptist Health Jacksonville has been 
named one of Florida’s best employ-
ers by Forbes magazine. In its annual 
“America’s Best Employers by State 
2021” list, Baptist Health is ranked 
No. 1 among all ranked employers in 

Jacksonville in any industry, and No. 
10 among all 100 ranked companies 
in Florida. Further, Baptist Health 
ranked No. 3 among all ranked health 
care providers in the state, and was the 
only North Florida health care provider 
among the top three.

The award methodology was based 

on surveys of Americans working for 
businesses with at least 500 employees 
who were asked to rate their employers 
on various criteria, including work-
place safety, competitive compensa-
tion, advancement opportunities, and 
openness to telecommuting. Surveys 
were anonymous, allowing participants 
to respond freely. The final list ranked 

1,328 employers who received the 
greatest number of recommendations 
in each of the 50 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia (D.C.). Then it was 
broken down into the top 100 com-
panies in each state and D.C. Forbes 
partnered with Statista, Inc., a global 
market research firm, to compile the 
annual list.

Briefs cont. from pg. 7
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THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE NOT 
BEEN SCREENED BY THE SOUTH-
EASTERN ADVERTISING PUB-
LISHERS ASSOCIATION (SAPA); 
Therefore, any discrepancies 
thereof shall not be the respon-
sibility of the aforementioned 
association.  Your publisher has 
agreed to participate in this pro-
gram and run these ads as a 
service to the Southeastern Ad-
vertising Publishers Association.

AUTOMOBILES

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veter-
ans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Train online to do medical bill-
ing! Become a Medical Office 
Professional at CTI! Get trained 
& certified to work in months! 
888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR 
BREAST CANCER! Help United 
Breast Foundation educa-
tion, prevention & support 
programs. FAST FREE PICKUP 
- 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX DE-
DUCTION  1-855-758-6966  (t)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn't 
matter! Get free towing and 
same day cash! NEWER MOD-
ELS too! Call 1-833-238-0340  (t)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-972-5518  (m)

Donate your car, truck or van. Help 
veterans find jobs or start a busi-
ness. Call Patriotic Hearts Founda-
tion. Fast, FREE pick-up. Max tax-
deduction. Operators are standing 
by! Call 1-833-909-0926   (m)

EDUCATION

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! 
Get Trained, Certified & ready to 
work in months! Call 866-717-8606

Attention Active Duty & Military 
Veterans! Begin a new career and 
earn your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical training 
available for Veterans & Families! 
To learn more, call 833-970-3466

Attention Active Duty & Mili-
tary Veterans! Begin a new 
career and earn your Degree 
at CTI! Online Computer & 
Medical training available for 
Veterans & Families! To learn 
more, call 844-545-4568  (t)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a Computer & 
Help Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships avail-
able for certain programs for 
qualified applicants. Call CTI 
for details!  866-455-0151  (t)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months! Call 855-972-3288  (t)

FINANCIAL

Credit Card Debt Relief! Re-
duce payment by up to 50%! 
Get one LOW affordable pay-
ment/month. Reduce interest. 
Stop calls.  FREE no-obligation 
consultation Call 866-892-2773

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay 
a fraction of what you owe.  
A+ BBB rated.  Call National 
Debt Relief 866-949-0934.

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & 
audits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 844-606-1554 
(Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-5pm PST)

Credit Card Debt Relief! Reduce 
payment by up to 50%! Get 
one LOW affordable payment/
month. Reduce interest. Stop 
calls.   FREE no-obligation con-
sultation Call 833-755-1695  (t)

¿Luchando con la deuda fis-
cal? ¡Resuelve su factura de 
impuestos ahora! Detener las 
acciones de colección nega-
tivas. Negociar pagos mensu-
ales asequibles. Llame a United 
Tax Fix 1-855-620-9258  (m)

The COVID crisis has cost us 
all something. Many have lost 
jobs and financial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We 

can help! Get a FREE debt relief 
quote: Call 1-877-316-7129  (m)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational pack-
age and learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 844-405-1099  (m)

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-888-927-8649

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak 
Data. FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-855-942-3256

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-833-953-0224

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing.  Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  877-661-6587

Cross countr y Moving, 
Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 
Long Distance Movers. Get 
Free quote on your Long dis-
tance move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-855-404-2366

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max FREE. Di-
rectv is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) Call 
for more details! (some restric-
tions apply) Call 1-877-666-2821

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your home. 
Full installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-855-913-2156

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 833-566-0676

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!   Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts  avail-
able.   Call: 833-957-0862  (t)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-855-706-0484  (m)

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-855-708-4101  (m)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real 
insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info 
kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy us-
ers! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-

livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Stroke & Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of 
death according to the AHA. 
Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Call 
Life Line Screening to schedule a 
screening. Special offer 5 screen-
ings for $149. 1-833-549-4540

STD Testing - 100% Confidential 
- Test for 14 Most Common STD's - 
Quick & Discreet - FDA Approved 
- Visit: HealthTestFinder.com

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 877-266-9827

Applying for Social Security Dis-
ability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. 
Our case managers simplify the 
process & work hard to help 
with your case.  Call 1-844-408-
7325 FREE Consultation. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention: Oxygen Users!  Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed Low-
est Prices!  Call the Oxygen Con-
centrator Store:  844-866-4793

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-866-563-3640

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance – NOT 
just a discount plan. Don't wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-833-424-6043 www.
dental50plus.com/cpf #6258    (m)

Don't let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about 
a fall or wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today!  1-844-994-1745  (m)

Life Alert. One press of a but-
ton sends help FAST, 24/7! At 
home and on the go. Mobile 
Pendant with GPS. FREE First 
Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
877-354-1492 FREE Brochure.  (m)

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You 
and Your Family May Be Entitled 
to Significant Cash Award. Call 
1-855-635-9214 for Information. No 
Risk. No Money Out of Pocket.  (t)

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-397-7056  (m)

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-855-708-0597  (m)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guar-
anteed! 1-855-457-9751  (t)

We have Clinics STATEWIDE. 
Medical Marijuana Clinics, call 
today! Call 1-833-420-0421 

MISCELLANEOUS

Update your home with beauti-
ful new blinds & shades. Free 
in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from 
home. Professional installa-
tion. Top quality - Made in the 
USA. Free consultation: 877-212-
7578. Ask about our specials!

Long distance moving: Call  for 
a free quote from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving! Speak to a reloca-
tion specialist 888-721-2194

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you 
live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! 
Unlimited Data is Here. Stream 
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free 
Installation.  Call 866-499-0141

Best satellite TV with 2 year 

price guarantee! $59.99/
mo with 190 channels and 3 
months free premium movie 
channels! Free next day in-
stallation! Call 844-842-4469

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, 
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 
1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

The Generac PWRcell solar 
plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce reliance 
on grid, prepare for outages & 
power your home. Full installa-
tion services. $0 down financ-
ing option. Request free no 
obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
power outages, so your home & 
family stay safe & comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-yr extended 
warranty $695 value! Request a 
free quote today! Call for terms 
& conditions. 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule free LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/
mo 65 Channels. Stream 
news, live events, sports & on 
demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523

New authors wanted! Page Pub-
lishing will help self-publish your 
book. Free author submission 
kit! Limited offer! 866-951-7214

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of 
data/mo. Ask how to bundle 
& SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

HOME BREAK-INS take less 
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait! 
Protect your family, your home, 
your assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 866-409-0308

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 
1 TB of data per month. Get More 
For Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. 
Call us today 1-877-568-5045. (m)

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Fa-
vorite Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 12months. 
Stream on 20 devices at once 
in your home. HBO Max FREE 
for 1 yr (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) Call for more details to-
day! (some restrictions apply) 
Call IVS 1-866-460-1886  (m)

Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your FREE author 
submission kit. 1-844-293-6611  (m)

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920. Book manuscript 
submissions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive Ser-
vices:  Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. Call 
for your Free Author`s Guide 
1-844-218-1247 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/florida  (m)  

Cable Price Increase Again? Switch 
To DIRECTV & Save + get a $100 
visa gift card! Get More Channels 
For Less Money. Restrictions ap-
ply. Call Now! 1-855-773-0527  (t)

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max FREE. Di-
recTV is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) Call for 
more details! (some restrictions 
apply) Call 1-844-335-2369  (m)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-895-7245  (m)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 

Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-877-929-1176  (m)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-866-287-4769  (m)

Get Your Medical Marijuana 
Card. Stop in for a sample of 
DBD Bud. Stop taking danger-
ous pain and Anxiety Pills with 
Toxic side effects. 1-833-420-0421  

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak 
Data. FAST download speeds. WiFi 
built in!  FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! Lim-
ited Time, Call 1-855-485-4101  (m)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get 
Fresh Start or Forgiveness 
Call 1-855-908-2440 Monday 
through Friday 7AM-5PM PST  (t)  

Never Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again!   Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 1-833-304-
2083  Hours Mon-Thu, Sun :  9:30 
am to 8:00 pm Fri :  9:30 am to 
2:00 pm (all times Eastern).  (t)

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-721-1875 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/flma   (m)

4G LTE Home Internet Now Avail-
able! Get GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take your service 
with you when you travel! As low 
as $109.99/mo! 1-888-708-1498  (t)

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE diagnosis 
REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING 
COVID19. No home visit necessary. 
$40 OFF with coupon 86407! Re-
strictions apply. 1-855-993-4172)  (t)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-888-927-8649

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak 
Data. FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Standard In-
stallation for lease customers! 

Limited Time, Call 1-855-942-3256

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-833-953-0224

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing.  Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  877-661-6587

Cross country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of state 
move $799 Long Distance Movers. 
Get Free quote on your Long 
distance move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-855-404-2366

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max FREE. Di-
rectv is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) Call 
for more details! (some restric-
tions apply) Call 1-877-666-2821

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your home. 
Full installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-855-913-2156

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 833-566-0676

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!   Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts  avail-
able.   Call: 833-957-0862  (t)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-855-706-0484  (m)

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 

home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-855-708-4101  (m)

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to 
has purchased the above clas-
sifieds. Determining the value of 
their service or product is advised 
by this publication. In order to 
avoid misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer employ-
ment but rather supply the read-
ers with manuals, directories and 
other materials designed to help 
their clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your 
checking, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also beware of 
ads that claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and note that 
if a credit repair company does 
business only over the phone it 
is illegal to request any money

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative 
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 
128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  
License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# 
C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registra-
tion# PA069383  Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# 
H-19114

1-855-995-2490CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

By Joann Butler
mail@floridanewsline.com 

The 12th annual Mandarin Garden Club 
Craft Fair will be held on Nov. 6 from 9 
a.m. – 4 p.m. The Garden Club will have a 
café with all kinds of goodies and plants will 
also be for sale. Since 2010, the Craft Fair has 
offered a variety of great crafts, home baked 
goods and garden items. The club’s neighbors, 
the Masons, will offer a BBQ lunch for sale. If 
you are interested in participating as a crafter 
or artist, there are outdoor 12’ x 12’ spaces 
available for $30. Contact Wanda Bosworth 
at (904) 654-6945 or mgcraftyladies@gmail.
com or Joyce Datz at (904) 287-3602 jdatz@
bellsouth.net for more information. The 
Craft Fair will adhere to CDC guidelines.

Since 1988, the Master Gardeners have 
worked with the Duval County Extension 
Office and used the Mandarin Garden 
Club’s grounds as demonstration gardens. 
The Master Gardeners work in the demon-
stration gardens twice a month, but as of 
January 2021 they have been working every 
Wednesday in the morning. This change 
allowed the garden team to keep up with the 
needs of the gardens and shortened the time 
needed to spend in the heat of the day. 

By working in the gardens, the Master 
Gardeners are demonstrating which plants 
grow well here in Zone 9 and how best to 
grow them. They also learn how to combat 
harmful insects and how much irrigation is 
required. By having the demonstration gar-
dens onsite at the Mandarin Garden Club, 

the community can see the knowledge and 
expertise the team provides. Some Manda-
rin Garden Club members join the Master 
Gardeners each week to work in the gardens 
and provide much needed assistance. Also, 
Garden Club members take care of the gar-
dens immediately adjacent to the clubhouse.

The Mandarin Garden Club gardens are 
open to the community Monday through 
Thursday from dawn to dusk at 2892 
Loretto Road in Mandarin. The front garden 
is planted with all native plants and a stone 
path available for strolling through the native 
plants. The back of the property showcases 
the beauty from the Rose Garden, the But-
terfly Garden, the Repurposed Garden, the 
Bromeliad Garden, the Succulent Bed and 
more. Birds, squirrels and butterflies enjoy 
the beauty of the gardens. 

The garden club is also available for rent for 
parties, weddings, reunions, and all kinds of 
special occasions; visit www.mandaringar-
denclub.org for more information.

Mandarin Garden Club announces 
Craft Fair — and gardens update

Photos courtesy Joann Butler

The 12th annual Mandarin Garden Club  
Craft Fair will be held on Nov. 6.
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Food Awareness and Action! 
By Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN, CLC 
mail@floridanewsline.com

Nutrition 
Check

Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Captain David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.comFishing

https://www.carativepsych.com/

843-474-5578

We all know that life can be difficult at times. Carative 

Psychiatry provides board certified nurse practitioners 

to meet your medication management needs. Our goal is 

to support you as you pursue wholeness, resilience, 

and a better quality of life. Please visit our website 

or call our telephone number and schedule your telehealth 

appointment with Jamie Miskell, MSN, APRN, PMHNP-BC.

10/31/21 10/31/21

Fishing is a year-round activity for us 
in this part of the state. There is always 
some kind of fish waiting to be caught 
somewhere. Spring through late fall 
is usually when fishing is at its best. 
Weather often determines the start and 
end, the length, and how good our fish-
ing season is going to be.

We've been waiting and hoping all sum-
mer long for a comeback to the fantastic 
bite we were experiencing this spring 
before heavy rains came and flushed the 
river. Unfortunately, most of the fishing 
has remained slow, but has been show-
ing signs of improvement. The croaker 
bite has been the best bite happening in 
recent trips, with good numbers and sizes 
being caught up and down the river.

Now that we are entering our fall 
season, we have reached a time of year 
when fishing in the St. Johns River 
usually reaches its peak. In previous 
years with similar heavy summer rains, 
fall fishing still turned out to be great. 
For many of our fall fishing seasons, 
the Florida — Georgia football game 
was the signal to get out in the river for 
yellowmouth trout. Sea trout just off 
of docks from Goodby's Creek to San 
Marco would soon follow, with a variety 
of other species such as reds, flounder, 
and sheepshead. 

Fall fishing at the beach is almost always 
very good. This is the time of year when 
bait fish begin their migrations south 
for the winter. Much larger fish like to 
follow the baitfish, as they too are mi-
grating to warmer water for the winter. 
The whiting bite has been very good 
all summer long, and should continue 

to do so as long as water temperatures 
remain warm.

Fishing Report: The croaker remain a 
constant bite in the river. The Green 
Cove Springs areas of the river seem to 
be the better locations, but other loca-
tions such as Marker 10 or Mandarin 
Point will produce once the tide gets 
right.

Whether you catch one, some, or none, 
the family time spent fishing will last a 
lifetime.

Email your Catch of the Month photo 
to catchofthemonthpictures@gmail.
com. Be sure to include the name of the 
person(s) in the photo, the name of the 
person who took the photo, the type of 
fish and date and location of the catch. 
We will select a photo each month for 
publication.

Snook caught 
by Caitlyn 
Tomazinis 

south of the 
Buckman in 

June. 

Photo courtesy Jimmy Tomazinis

Did you know that Oct. 16 is recognized 
as World Food Day by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization? This day is 
recognized to spread awareness of the 
incredible food systems of the world 
and also brings forth awareness of food 
hunger and food insecurity. Food inse-
curity, otherwise known as lack of access 
or affordability of healthy foods, impacts 
nearly 10 percent of American house-
holds (USDA). Moreover, across Florida, 
one in eight people face issues of hunger 
and food insecurity (Feeding America).

How can you help improve the world’s 
food systems for the better?
• Select variety in your dietary pat-

tern (add in vegetables, fruits, beans, 
nuts, and whole grains, reducing the 
intake of processed foods)

• Reduce food waste and become more 
sustainable

• Support local, small food producers, 
farms, and organizations

• Get involved in gardening at your 
home or in your local community

• Join the movement #worldfoodday 
(http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/
communication-toolkit/en) 

How can you help those who suffer from 
food insecurity?
• Surprise a friend/family member/

neighbor with a meal

• Inform and educate those who are 
food insecure of resources in the lo-
cal community (food pantries, food 
banks, food assistance programs). 
Some resources can be found here 
(https://www.feedingflorida.org/tak-
ing-action/find-food-now/county/
duval-county?foodSource=Food+Pan
tries&page=3) 

• Volunteer at food-related organiza-
tions (https://feedingnefl.org/volun-
teer/) 

• Donate food, resources and/or 
money to organizations trying to 
fight food insecurity

The University of North Florida has 
a dedicated Center for Nutrition and 
Food Security. This organization has 
direct impacts on the Jacksonville and 
surrounding community by three main 
programs. These programs include Food 
Fighters, Meals on Wings and Hearts and 
More. To learn more and to get involved, 
contact them on their website (https://
www.unf.edu/brooks/Center_for_Nutri-
tion_and_Food_Security/). 
Don’t wait any longer, take action today!

Kristen K. Hicks-Roof Ph.D., RDN, LDN, 
CLC is an assistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Nutrition and Dietetics, Brooks 
College of Health, University of North 
Florida.

Photo courtesy Patrick Baiocco

Brady Baiocco, age 5, caught a panfish in Fruit Cove.
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River Garden offers the best in 
long-term and short-stay nursing 
care, as well as rehabilitative 
services. But, don’t take our 
word for it — see for yourself! 

Exceptional 
Care You Deserve

Private Rooms  
Available
(904) 886.8420 
admissions@rivergarden.org  
RiverGarden.org

Bird Food • Feeders • Garden Accents • Gifts

Hurry in for Fall Savings

St Johns
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd
(next to Publix)
904.230.3242
wbu.com/jacksonville

Jax Beach
4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)
904.246.6832
wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

Coming Soon!
St Augustine
180 Capulet Drive # 5
(At Murabella)
wbu.com/staugustine
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Bishop Kenny announces Student 
Ambassador Program

Photo courtesy Bishop Kenny High School

On Freshman First Day: Justin Gist ’24, Anabel Macchi ’23, Sophia Lopez ’23, Emily Malzahn ’23, Casey MacLeod ’23, Ian 
Kirsch ‘23, Alex Yalch ’23, and Tong Tong ‘24

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Student Ambassador Program was 
developed by Bishop Kenny’s Admissions 
Office in the fall of 2018 to gather a small 
group of students dedicated to the positive 
promotion of Bishop Kenny High School. 
The goal was simple: to have the students in 
grades 10 – 12 serve on a volunteer basis to 
act as liaisons between the current Bishop 
Kenny community and prospective students. 
Brooke Johnson, the Admissions Coordina-
tor, started that first year with 35 students 
and has expanded the program to include 
over 80 Student Ambassadors. With the 
success of the program, Johnson has been 
able to add additional responsibilities to this 
one-of-a-kind program at Bishop Kenny. 

The Student Ambassadors have been a 
fixture at many school events, bringing 
a guiding hand and smiling face to new 
students and families. They welcome 
and greet everyone at Freshman and 

Transfer Orientation which takes place 
before the start of school each year. They 
are also on campus for the freshman first 
day of school to make sure the ninth-
grade students navigate their way around 
campus and are on time for classes. They 
are instrumental in assisting with campus 
tours during Open House communicating 
the school vision and mission to all new 
students, families, and guests. 

There are many other opportunities to 
serve and represent Bishop Kenny during 
the school year. The Student Ambassadors 
are in a unique position to develop and 
receive training in communication, public 
relations, marketing, and interpersonal 
skills throughout the year.

Johnson said, “Our Student Ambassadors 
are involved in an array of extracurricular 
activities and embody what it means to be 
a Crusader reflecting tradition, excellence 
and faith.”



Page 14 | MandarinNewsLine October 2021

Gardening
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

mail@floridanewsline.com

Autumn in sight

Dr. Jimmy Glenos Dr. Craig Hadgis

2021

At this time of year — early September 
— the nights become cooler, just a little; 
night-time humidity drops, just a little; 
and respite from the summer heat seems 
just a little more attainable. But as the 
past weeks have shown us all too vividly, 
the weather can be harsh, and some of 
our fellow Americans across the country 
find themselves in dire situations, as 
many of us did when Hurricane Irma hit 
our area. We are all at the mercy of the 
elements.

Inevitably, our gardens change in response 
to the elements. As nights become darker 
and longer, this affects plant growth, flow-
ering, and reproduction. We know that 
when we start our own seedlings, once 
they germinate, they need strong light. Up 
to 16 hours a day of bright full-spectrum 
light should get them off to a great start, 
along with careful attention to watering 
and dilute, regular feeding. Our typical 
cool season vegetables, though, also do 
well when seeds are sown directly in the 
garden at the right time, because they are 
adapted to shorter day lengths and cooler 
nights. 

You may be interested in how our society 
is adapting to the growing demand for 
ways to produce our food more locally. 
When I was browsing the internet, I 
discovered this University of Florida 
PowerPoint presentation: https://tinyurl.
com/e4786awv. While I doubt that many 
readers are urban farmers in the true sense, 
I think anyone growing produce even for 
home use can be considered a farmer. In 
this presentation there are many interest-
ing resources, from videos about small-
scale farming ventures around the country, 
to references to University of Florida pub-
lications. Even at 73 slides long, it doesn’t 
take much time to skip through, and find 
something relevant and informative, so do 
check it out.

Some of our holiday plants are depen-

dent on longer nights to flower, includ-
ing the Christmas cactus. I discovered 
this last year, when I brought one into 
the house to sit permanently on my 
kitchen counter. The holidays came and 
went, but there were no flowers. Wrong 
plant, wrong place! (https://tinyurl.com/
msbu5dv5). A smaller Christmas cactus 
grown from cuttings of this plant stayed 
outside on my unlit porch and despite 
the lack of attention, flowered success-
fully. This year the in-house Christmas 
cactus is outside, in a sheltered spot, so 
I can at least say I tried. According to 
gardenguides.com, “Poinsettia, gardenias, 
kalanchoes, Christmas cactus and chry-
santhemums can require up to 18 hours 
of darkness in each 24-hour period for 
several weeks before flowering.” For more 
information on selected houseplants, see 
https://tinyurl.com/4ndwcrrf.

When temperatures moderate, we can 
divide and replant hardy perennials. After 
three or four years, you may find that 
coneflowers, day lilies, and Stoke’s asters, 
for example, are looking a bit crowded. 
At the base there will be several “crowns” 
and when a plant is dug up and examined 
more closely, the crowns will each have 
their own set of roots. Sometimes the root 
systems can simply be teased apart, but if 
they are very intertwined, they can be cut 
apart using a sharp knife. If the clump is 
large, a sharp spade will do the job. Get 
the divided plants back into soil as soon 
as possible, either in the ground or in 
pots. Water well and make sure to look 
after them as you would any new plant, 
until established. Clumping grasses can 
be divided in early spring for best results. 
Check out this article for detailed infor-
mation on propagating a variety of plants: 
https://tinyurl.com/yf7w5eas.

Here’s hoping for a calmer end to the 
hurricane season, and support for people 
so badly affected by Hurricane Ida. Take 
care, folks.

Coming Next Month!
Senior NewsLine 

Advertise your senior-related business in this special section.
Call Rebecca (724)968-7602 for more information.

Advertising Deadline Oct. 18
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By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Heartland is KansasTravel

Retire in style
at Starling!
Our residents are unique – and so are their lives. Starling’s 
senior living communities offer a range of retirement lifestyles 
that will keep you active, social and feeling right at home. 

Whether you’re sampling the gourmet dining options, 
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, 
Starling is all about what matters: embracing life with friends, 
family and community.

StarlingAtSanJose.com | Assisted Living Facility #12887 | Follow Us on Facebook

Luxury senior living is just a call away.

904.299.8295
9075 SAN JOSE BLVD

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32257

Kansas, known as the "heartland," is the 
geographical center of the contiguous 
United States. I clicked my heels and 
flew to the state in hopes of finding sun-
flowers and stories about the Old West. 
I indeed found those, but also discov-
ered a few unexpected delights.  

The state's largest city, Wichita, sits 
on the historic Chisholm Trail, a rural 
highway used by cowboys driving cattle 
north from Texas. The Delano district 
was once a Wild West stopover where 
weary cattlemen found rest and rec-
reation — hence, an area with many 
saloons and brothels. Across the river, 
the proper city insisted on tighter and 
tamer rules.  

Wichita's Cowtown, a colorful living 
history museum, reflects life on the 
frontier from 1860 to the ‘70s. The 
lively main street presents historic and 
recreated shops with costumed inter-
preters: an apothecary, general store, 
doctor's office, milliner, blacksmith, 
and saloon complete with dancing girls.  
A gunfight happens twice a day. Stroll 
around to see the 1880s farmhouse, 
windmill, and farm equipment.  

The Plains Indians inhabited the area 
before the settlers arrived. In tribute to 
the Native American tribes, Wichita's 
icon, the Keeper of the Plains, rises 
above the banks of the Arkansas River. 
Learn about the 44-foot steel sculpture 
and artist Blackbear Bosin in the nearby 
Mid-America Indian Museum.

Visiting a sunflower farm blooming 
at its prime calls for an early awaken-
ing. The golden yellow pastures ex-
plode between bedraggled cornfields. 
I photographed the glorious blossoms 
from many angles trying to capture their 
beauty. Sunflowers exude happiness, and 
seeing so many in one place felt reaf-
firming. 

I was excited to learn about Strataca, a 
salt mine museum located within one 
of the world's largest rock salt deposits 
— and the only salt mine open to the 
public in the U.S. The 90-second eleva-
tor ride transports you down 650-feet to 
the former work area. Numerous video 
stations explain the history and mining 
techniques as they progressed since its 
opening in 1923. Visitors can ride two 
trains through older areas of the mine, 
understanding the difficult working 
conditions.   

Strataca also serves as an excellent place 
for safe storage with its constant tem-
perature of 68 degrees and dry air. The 
movie industry sends many films, props, 
and costumes for safeguarding. It's a 
practice I'd never heard about.  

The town of Lindsborg, called “Little 
Sweden,” was founded by Swedish im-
migrants. Today, 30 percent of the 3,500 
population claim Swedish descent. Look 
around for the local mascots — 28 
large Dala Horses, Swedish-style stout 
wooden animals brightly painted. Visit 
a small factory making the traditional 
horses in any size or color. Lindsborg 

holds seasonal festivals featuring tradi-
tional dancers in costume, something 
I'd love to see. 

A drive up a winding road to a bluff over-
looking Lindsborg takes you to Coro-
nado Castle. The native stone structure 
looks like a small castle but is merely a 
shell with one great room and staircase 
up to a lookout and tower. The WPA 
built the structure as a Works Project 
during the Great Depression. Locals like 
to picnic there; others are attracted to 
stargazing and astral photography.   

I briefly stopped at the smallest state park 

in Kansas, Mushroom Rock. As the name 
implies, some of the limestone rock for-
mations look like giant, 25-ft tall mush-
rooms. It's unusual and rather fun.

My visit to Kansas opened my mind 
to its rocking wonders. Still, there was 
much I missed, sadly the Eisenhower 
Presidential Library and the Oz Mu-
seum. Consider a visit to the Sunflower 
State and see what you find in the 
heartland.  

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Kansas Maze.

Keeper of the Plains. Mushroom Rock State Park.
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There’s a new 
doctor in town.

© Baptist Health 2021

Meet family medicine physician Naim Quail, MD, who joined  
our Baptist Primary Care location on San Jose Boulevard. 

Dr. Quail is a board-certified family medicine doctor who has a passion  
for lifestyle medicine, which emphasizes a combination of healthy 
eating, exercise and mindfulness. He treats those who are 18 and up 
and is now accepting new patients.

His areas of expertise include:

• High blood pressure

• High cholesterol

• Obesity management

• Diabetes

• Nutritional education

• Preventive care 11261 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Schedule your well or sick  
appointment today.  

904.292.9033

Ask about a virtual visit! 

Naim Quail, MD 
Family Medicine

www.bishopkenny.org

Remember.  Renew.  Rejoice.
WE ARE BISHOP KENNY
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