
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

The minivans, bikers, and walkers are 
back, in addition to a sea of yellow 
buses. School started on Tuesday, Aug. 
10 for Duval County Public Schools.

“Teachers and students were excited to 
be back on campus,” said Lori Hershey, 
Duval County School Board represen-
tative for District 7, which includes 
Mandarin. She spent the day volunteer-
ing at Twin Lakes Academy Elementary 
and Greenland Pines Elementary.

“Unfortunately, it wasn’t a return to nor-
mal as we had hoped and I know a lot 
of parents were disappointed in that,” 
Hershey said.

This year, Loretto Elementary School 
welcomed 980 students to its campus. 
Principal Tammy Haberman said that 
as a long time educator, two themes she 
has learned as models for success in edu-
cation are commitment and resilience 
— something that her teachers, staff and 
students all reaffirmed last year and will 
likely have to do again this year.

“We all had to dig deep last year, and I 

am so proud of the Loretto 
Elementary team for get-
ting it done,” Haberman 
said. “This year will also 
bring challenges I’m sure, 
but with the commitment 
to education and the 

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

This past spring, three local garden-
ing groups worked together to rid the 
Walter Jones Historical Park, home to 
the Mandarin Museum and Historical 
Society, of unwanted invasive plants. 
Museum board member and volunteer 
Gabriele Dempsey, also a member of the 
Late Bloomers Garden Club, drew at-
tention to the situation and was instru-
mental in the project.

“I had always felt that the park, along 
with the historic buildings and Manda-
rin Museum, is a hidden gem. I wanted 
to expand native plants in the park as 
we cleared out the invasives, holding a 
Weed Wrangle in March of this year,” 
said Dempsey.

Leslie Pierpont of the Late Bloomers 
Garden applied for and received a grant 
from the Garden Club of America to 
remove the invasives and replace them 
with native plants. Members of the Na-
tive Plant Society Ixia Chapter and the 
First Coast Invasive Working Group, 
who removed numerous camphor 
stubs, all volunteered their time for the 
project. 

“We improved about 50 yards along a 
pathway, past the old buildings at the 
park on the way to the water,” Pierpont 
said. “This is just one section that needs 
to have invasives pulled and replaced 
with native plants; other parts of the 
park could also use removal and replant-
ing. But it’s a start.”

A Florida NewsLine Publication
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Learn Braille to 
help the blind 
and visually 
impaired
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

For more than 60 years, the 
Temple Sisterhood at Congrega-
tion Ahavath Chesed in Mandarin 
has sponsored a program to teach 
Braille, a form of written language 
designed for the blind and visually 
impaired. This program teaches 
volunteers to convert printed books 
into braille versions used by the 
Florida School for the Deaf and 
Blind, other institutions serving the 
visually impaired, and individuals 
who make special requests. These 
services are provided at no cost to 
all recipients. 

During 2020, the program’s vol-
unteers contributed more than 
20,000 hours, equating to more than 
$591,000 in donated value (based on 
the University of Maryland economic 
impact calculator.)

Duval County students head back to school

Local groups remove invasive plants at Walter Jones Historical Park
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Photo courtesy Linda McQueen

The introductory meeting for this year’s braille  
volunteer class will be Sept. 23.

Photo courtesy Mary J. Eyler

Crown Point Elementary kindergarten 
teacher Andrea Gore reading “Timothy 
Goes to School” by Rosemary Wells to 

her class.

Photo courtesy Tammy Haberman
This fourth grader is excited to be at Loretto Elementary.

Photo courtesy Gabriele Dempsey

Cyndi Schmidt, Susan Smathers, Carol Platt, and Gabriele 
Dempsey of the Late Bloomers Garden Club
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Pierpont estimated that hundreds of 
plants were removed by the volunteers 
from the Ixia chapter and the Late 
Bloomers Garden Club, as well as Man-
darin neighbors and friends. Invasive 
plants that were removed included Coral 
ardisia, smilax, and Virginia creeper. The 
grant from the Garden Club of America 
paid for the new native plants, delivery 
of the plants, and the time and expertise 
of the owner of the native plant nursery. 

The planting of the hundreds of native 
plants was done on Saturday morning, 
March 13. The native plants included 
Red Salvia, Iris Virginica, Marsh hi-
biscus, Swamp milkweed, Giant Iron-
weed and Beauty Berry, among others. 
Volunteers actually started some of the 
Monarda punctata and Salvia coccinea 
plants from seed several months before 
the project began so they, too, could be 
planted.

"The Late Bloomers Garden Club 
has come many times to Walter Jones 
Historical Park to plant trees, remove 
invasive species and recently to intro-
duce more native plants into the land-
scape,” said Sandy Arpen, president of 
the board of directors of the Mandarin 
Museum & Historical Society. “They are 

always thinking of new ways to beautify 
the park for the enjoyment and educa-
tion of our visitors. Mandarin Museum 
& Historical Society and the City of 
Jacksonville are very grateful for their 
hard work and dedication to preserving 
and improving our natural resources 
here in Mandarin."

Pierpont said her group plans to apply 
for another grant to cover the signage 
for the identification of native plants 
as well as credit the project. She also 
said that since there was more work to 
be done, future projects are planned to 
remove more invasives and replace them 
with natives.

“Since Covid, and citizens’ desire to 
be out of doors, we have never seen so 
many people come to the park. Many 
had never been before,” Dempsey said. 
“It is my hope to uncover ‘our Manda-
rin community jewel’ with the expan-
sion of the museum with a permanent 
Maple Leaf room and enlarged archive 
room and an enhanced park experience 
with more native plants.  Our location 
on the banks of the St. Johns River, with 
our historic buildings and the County 
Dock, offer a unique experience that is 
free to the public; we do accept dona-
tions to help fund our mission.”

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Mandarin Senior Center on Hartley 
Road is excited to be open and offering 
activities in the  newly remodeled and 
expanded center.

The Mandarin Senior Center is open 
from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday — and all activities and services 
are free. A cold breakfast is available at 
9 a.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays and a warm lunch is offered 

daily at 12 p.m.  

Seniors can participate in a variety of 
activities including chair volleyball, chair 
yoga, bingo, exercise classes, square danc-
ing, knitting, ceramics and wii sports. 

Margo Crafton, a member of the Senior 
Center Advisory Board, said, “Come try 
it out! There is something for everyone 
at the Mandarin Senior Center.”

For more information, call the Manda-
rin Senior Center at (904) 255-6750.

Mandarin Senior Center reopens

Photo courtesy Margo Crafton

The Mandarin Senior Center has reopened.

Invasive plants cont. from pg. 1

Photos courtesy Gabriele Dempsey

Native plant Iris Virginica bloom
Volunteer John Cooksey helped with planting the native 

plants.
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Best Furry Friend
of the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the dock at Walter Jones Historical 
Park. Our winner was Kristi Stokes. Congratulations!

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Call  Rebecca Thomson 724-968-7602
to reserve your advertising space!
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PG 10

Answers: A. animals  B. forest  C. nature  D. explore

Breed: 
Siberian Husky

Favorite activity: 
Playing tug of war with big brother Bart 

(235 lb Great Dane).
Favorite treat: 

Bologna
Favorite friend: 
Big brother Bart

How your BFF got her name: 
We decided to name her Brandi based on 

the song. She is definitely a fine girl.

In loving memory of 
John Lee Haines

John Lee Haines, formerly of Rockport, Ind., passed on December 21, 2020 at 
his home in Orlando, Fla., surrounded by his loving family after losing his battle 
with cancer. He was preceded in death by his mother Marjorie K. Haines, who 
passed in 1982 and his father John W Haines who passed in 1948. He was a loving 
husband and father. His survivors include his wife of 36 years, Ann Carter Haines; his 
brother, David Haines (Dinah), of Linville, Ind.; six children: Lee Ann Dalton 
of Naples, Fla.; Mark Pettus (Colleen) of Havana, Fla.; John D. Murphy 
(Kim) of Orlando, Fla.; Matthew Pettus (Angela) of Coral Springs, Fla.; Tim 
Pettus of Jacksonville, Fla.; Jeremy Pettus (Josh), of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.; 10 
grandchildren and 18 great grandchildren. He graduated from Rockport High School 
1958 and was later a partner in H&B Customs (stands for Haines & Blythe), a 

local car repair and customization facility. A memorial is planned at a later 
date in his hometown of Rockport and following his wishes will take 

place on the banks of the Ohio River, which he loved. 

John Lee haines
John Lee Haines, formerly of Rockport, 

Ind., passed on December 21, 2020 at 
his home in Orlando, Fla., surrounded 
by his loving family after losing his battle 
with cancer. He was preceded in death 
by his mother Marjorie K. Haines, who 
passed in 1982 and his father John W 
Haines who passed in 1948. He was a 
loving husband and father. His survivors 
include his wife of 36 years, Ann Carter 
Haines; his brother, David Haines 
(Dinah), of Linville, Ind.; six children: 
Lee Ann Dalton of Naples, Fla.; Mark 
Pettus (Colleen) of Havana, Fla.; John D. 
Murphy (Kim) of Orlando, Fla.; Matthew 
Pettus (Angela) of Coral Springs, Fla.; 
Tim Pettus of Jacksonville, Fla.; Jeremy 
Pettus (Josh), of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.; 10 
grandchildren and 18 great grandchildren. 
He graduated from Rockport High School 
1958 and was later a partner in H&B 
Customs (stands for Haines & Blythe), a 
local car repair and customization facility. 
A memorial is planned at a later date in 
his hometown of Rockport and following 
his wishes will take place on the banks of 
the Ohio River, which he loved. 

    In loving
memory of...

Publish Obituaries 
in Mandarin NewsLine

Honor your loved one 
with an obituary in 

Mandarin NewsLine
and receive a 

Complimentary 
Memorial Plaque  
and Bookmark

Call 904-886-4919 
for more information or  
to publish an obituary.  

Advertise in Mandarin NewsLine and get...

Mandarin NewsLine
is delivered to residences in ZIP codes 32223 
and 32258 and select locations in 32257, a 
delivery area that includes historic Mandarin, 
Beauclerc, Bartram Park, Julington Creek Road 
and Bartram Springs.

your business in front of 
23,000+ potential customers!l customeerrss!!rrrr

Fall is our 
October Focus

Craft festivals, 

fall carnivals and 

church 

October Issue 
Trick or Trunks! 

deadline 9/20/21

Rebecca Thomson
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 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline to enter your pet.
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with Duval County School Board Member  
Lori Hershey, District 7Q A&

2892 Loretto Road, 32223

Trash To Treasure Sale

CDC Guidelines.  Cash Only

October 1&2, 9 am - 1 pm

Mandarin Garden Club

BBQ, Cafe & Plants
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25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

WHAT MAKES OUR 
RESIDENTS HAPPY?

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating 
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at 
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life 
Plan Community o� ers a stunning natural setting 
with spacious garden apartments and villa homes and 
an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy 
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare 
services, if they should be needed. 

Discover all there is to be happy about —
call us at (904) 861-6425 today!

“If I were still in my house I would not be 
doing half of what I’m doing here. And I’ve 

never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

Q: Can you give us your thoughts on 
the first day of school on Aug. 10?
A: On the first day of school, I was at 
Twin Lakes Academy Elementary, help-
ing with students’ arrival. I witnessed 
the traffic issues that they are experienc-
ing. I also spent time at Greenland Pines 
Elementary and helped staff put tags 
on backpacks that are intended to help 
identify dismissal time. 

On the second day, I substituted in a 
first grade classroom for part of the day. 
It was interesting for me, as a former 
middle school teacher, that this was my 
first time in a classroom with English 
language learners. 

My observation was that at these 
schools, faculties, staff and principles 
were working hard to ensure that the 
first day of school was a success. 

Q: Do you have any insight into the 
traffic issues [as of interview date of 
Aug. 16]?
A: We are aware of these issues with 
traffic and are hopeful that in time 

they will work themselves out. When 
I was a Twin Lakes Academy Elemen-
tary, I saw the line of cars still out on 
Point Meadows drive at 9 a.m. (school 
starts at 8:10 a.m.) It seems that for 
the first few days there were not as 
many bus riders and more parents 
dropping off and picking up their 
students, which increases traffic. This 
happens during the first few days of 
school each year and then levels off, so 
we are hopeful that will happen this 
year as well once everyone gets into 
their routine. 

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 7?
A: We plan to hold another Farm Share 
food sharing event in October at Twin 
Lakes Academy Elementary. The date 
is to be announced, hopefully in this 
column next month.

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 
316-360.

Internet safety tips to start the new school year
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

As a new school year begins, Attorney 
General Ashley Moody reminds parents 
to keep students safe online. With cy-
bercrime accounting for approximately 
$445 billion in losses per year, a child’s 
access to the internet can be costly and 
damaging to a family — not to mention 
the threat of human trafficking or sexual 
exploitation. Parental controls can help 
protect children from online predators, 
identity thieves and harmful material.

Moody said, “As a parent, I worry about 
the amount of time children spend on-
line and with whom they might be com-
municating. With kids back in school, 
we want to make sure they stay safe 
— especially with parents not around 
to monitor online activity. Parental con-
trols are a great way to enhance a child’s 
online safety and can be easily activated 
using your mobile phone.”

Parental controls can be extremely 
useful tools for those looking to pro-
tect children online. Tips to safeguard 
children’s online activity include:

• Limit search engines to keep results 
age appropriate;

• Manage screen time on certain apps, 

or the device as a whole;
• Place approval requirements when 

downloading apps so that a parent 
can choose whether or not to approve 
the download;

• Monitor what a child is viewing on 
social media or through other plat-
forms; and

• Know all user accounts and pass-
words your child has.

Most devices have parental control 
guides and walk-through videos provid-
ing step-by-step instructions on how to 
set up the features with ease.

Parents can access parental control 
guides for mobile devices from Android 
(Google Play Store) and Apple iPhones; 
video game console companies Micro-
soft (Xbox), Sony (PlayStation) and 
Nintendo (Switch); and for computers 
and televisions, including Samsung TV, 
Windows 10 and Apple.

Google recently created a resource with 
tools to ensure children’s safety while 
exploring the internet (https://bein-
ternetawesome.withgoogle.com/). The 
resource includes tips for parents and 
children, an online game that teaches 
digital safety and classroom lesson plans 
for teachers.

Rogers Park undergoes name change

Photo courtesy Michael Boylan

On Saturday, July 31, 
Chuck Rogers Park in 
Mandarin was changed 
to Rogers Park in an ef-
fort led by City Coun-
cilmembers Michael 
Boyland and Tommy 
Hazouri to honor both 
father (Chuck Rog-
ers) and son (Corky 
Rogers). Members of 
the Rogers family also 
attended the ceremony.
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with Jacksonville City Council Member  
Michael Boylan, District 6Q A&

Century of StyleCelebrating a

Q: Can you give the latest update [as 
of interview date of Aug. 18] on the 
status of yard waste pick up?
A: There has been a concerted effort 
here in Mandarin to address the lack 
of yard waste pick up. The City of 
Jacksonville brought in contractor J.B. 
Coxwell to take over some of the routes 
to get caught up. They worked from 
July 24 through Aug. 14 and I’ve been 
posting daily on Nextdoor to let people 
know which neighborhoods they were 
working in and which were concluded. 
Waste Pro (the contractor for our city’s 
solid waste management department) 
picked up their routes again on Aug. 
17, but are still having trouble main-
taining their schedule. Unfortunately, 
we expect the delay in pick ups to 
be ongoing and I will do my best to 
continue to communicate via Nextdoor 
and email. We will continue to work 
to hopefully prevent getting too far 
behind again.

Q: What can you tell us about the 
proposed Daybreak Market, coming 
to the old Golden Corral on San Jose 
Boulevard?
A: The Florida Department of Trans-
portation has advised us of a new 
median configuration in front of the 
property. The existing full access me-
dian opening does not meet current 
spacing requirements to accommo-
date new construction, so the median 
opening will be modified to a direc-
tionalized median opening, allowing 
southbound right turns only from the 
site.

Q: Can you give an update on the 
Time Out Sports Bar, to be located at 
the old Village Inn property?
A: On Aug. 17, the Land Use and Zon-
ing Committee (LUZ) supported the 
Planning Commission and the appeal 
brought forth by neighbors was denied 
in a 5 – 2 vote. So, all systems are go for 
this business as pertains to their ability 

to serve hard liquor at this location. I 
was in the minority as I supported the 
appeal and not the decision of the Plan-
ning Commission, as I would rather err 
on the side of caution. I’ll be meeting 
with the owner of the establishment 
to ensure they live up to the terms and 
conditions required as well as monitor 
traffic, specifically to make sure there is 
no parking on the streets of the neigh-
borhood.

Q: Do you have any budget updates 
for the city?
A: I serve on the Finance Committee 
this year and we are presently vetting the 
budget. It’s not a hardship year this year; 
there is a lot of emphasis in the budget 
on quality of life organizations, such as 
social services, arts, education and career 
training. The budget will go to the city 
council for approval at our last meet-
ing in September and I don’t anticipate 
any rollback in millage rates this year. 
We are trying to serve the rank and file, 
taxpaying constituents and meet their 
basic needs.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 6?
A: There were federal dollars from the 
American Rescue Plan of 2021 allocated 
to each city council member to give to 
organizations to support post-Covid 
efforts. I was purposeful that the money 
I had stayed in Mandarin. Four organi-
zations in Mandarin will each receive a 
grant of $25,000: the Mandarin Com-
munity Club, the Mandarin Museum 
& Historical Society, the Mandarin Gar-
den Club and the Florida Elite Soccer 
Academy.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?
A: Community members can email me 
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
5206.

What’s Going On in Mandarin? 
A modified calendar of eventsSeptember

Community Calendar

Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays 
at 9:30 a.m. at Mandarin Park. The 
courts are at the park entrance next 
to the tennis courts. Try to get there 
a few minutes early for court assign-
ments. Beginners are welcome. Just 
show up (a few minutes before playing 
time), unless it rains.

The Rotary Club of Northeast 
Florida Duval Dinner Team meets 
every Tuesday evening at 6 p.m. in the 
private room at The Athenian Owl 
Restaurant, located at 9551 Baymead-
ows Road. There is always an interest-
ing speaker as listed on our webpage: 
neflrotaryduvaldinnerteam.com. Each 
person pays for their own meal and 
guests are welcome.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those 
who enjoy knitting, crocheting and 
looming (with all items donated to 
charity) meets every Wednesday from 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at the outside 
eating area at Panera Bread in the Riv-
erPlace Shopping Center, 11111 San 
Jose Blvd. Visit the group’s Facebook 
page (Playing HOOKie) or email 
playinghookie31@gmail.com for more 
information.

The Italian American Club of 
Jacksonville announces a Board of 
Directors meeting on Sept. 1 at 6:30 
p.m., its club social on Sept. 6 at 1 
p.m., a membership dinner meeting 
on Sept. 12 at 1 p.m., a Club Cocktail 

Dance on Sept. 17 at 6 p.m. and the 
ever-popular Spaghetti to Go returns 
on Sept. 24 from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
All activities are at the club building, 
2838 Westberry Road. Visit www.
iacofjacksonville.com or call (904) 
586-2700 for more information.

The Jacksonville Camera Club will 
feature results of the recent print 
contest at its meeting on Wednesday, 
Sept. 1. The Sept. 16 meeting will be 
the results of the monochrome print 
contest. Visit jax.jaxcameraclub.com 
for more information and meeting 
location updates.

The Honeybee Quilters Guild will 
meet on Tuesday, Sept. 7 at 7 p.m. 
after a 6:30 p.m. social at Mandarin 
Presbyterian Church's front lobby, 
2501 Mandarin Road. Melanie from 
Bee’s Quilt Shop and Studio will be 
teaching about sewing machine main-
tenance. Masks are optional due to the 
larger meeting space. New members/
guests welcome. Visit honeybeequil-
ters.org for more information.

The All Star Quilters Guild will meet 
at 10 a.m. on Monday, Sept. 20 at 
the First Christian Church, 11924 
San Jose Blvd. The program is a live 
auction featuring fabrics and quilt-
ing supplies. Guests are welcome and 
masks are optional. Visit www.allstar-
quilters.org for more information.
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Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates is ready to help you with all of your 
dental needs and we look forward to providing you with personalized 

service and unparalleled treatment.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 • Adult Dentistry: (904) 886-4867

www.nemetzdental.com

We Welcome New Patients

We offer
Pediatric Dentistry

Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

2020

Dr. Jimmy Glenos Dr. Craig Hadgis

resilience I’ve witnessed, I’m very confi-
dent this is going to be a great year.”  

According to statistics provided by 
Duval County Public Schools, this year 
more than 7,800 teachers will instruct 
105,195 students who are enrolled in 
grades kindergarten through 12 in 160 
schools (excluding charter schools). 
Another 2,823 are enrolled virtually in 
the Duval Virtual Instructional Acad-
emy. Mandarin’s student count stands 

at approximately 6,000 in kindergar-
ten through 12th grade. All Mandarin 
elementary and middle schools have 
achieved an “A” grade from the Florida 
Department of Education and Manda-
rin High School has achieved the grade 
of “B.” For the 2021 – 2022 school year, 
every student will receive free breakfast 
and lunch, regardless of financial ability.

This year, Duval County Public Schools 
strongly recommends face masks during 
the school day and at school-related events. 

Students not wearing a mask pursuant to 
this policy must, through their parent or 
guardian, complete the opt-out process. 
Face masks are required in schools and 
district facilities through Friday, Sept. 3 for 
employees, district vendors, and visitors. 
Additionally, daily 
cleaning and disin-
fecting of high touch 
point surfaces in 
schools and district 
offices will continue. 
Visit the district’s 
Health and Safety 
webpage at https://
dcps.duvalschools.
org/Page/30581 for 
the most up to date 
information.  
[Editor's Note: This information is up to 
date as of press date.]

In a nutshell, the district’s webpage 
recommends: “Wear a mask. Wash your 
hands often. Cover coughs and sneezes. 

Stay six feet away from others outside of 
classrooms and three feet inside classrooms 
while with classmates. Clean and disinfect 
high-touch surfaces regularly. Monitor 
your health daily. Stay home if you are 
exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19: 

Fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath 
or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or 
body aches, headache, new loss of taste 
or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny 
nose, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea.” 

See more back to school photos on page 10.

Duval County cont. from pg. 1

Photo courtesy Mary J. Eyler

Temperatures were checked as the students entered Crown Point Elementary School.
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Bienvenida, Herzlich, Receber,  
Bienvenue, Välkommen, Welkom,  

Velkoinn, Welcome.

Welcome to a  
Broader Perspective.

BOLLES OFFERS  

AN ACADEMIC SETTING 

INCLUSIVE OF ALL 

FAITHS, CULTURES  

AND BACKGROUNDS.  

WE BELIEVE DEEPER 

LEARNING OCCURS 

IN A RESPECTFUL 

AND ACCEPTING 

ENVIRONMENT.

Bolles.org

Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School.
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ASK ABOUT ANCHOR CLUB MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 
AND GET FIRST PICK ON APARTMENTS.

2368 Research Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

Briefs
Learn about bonsai at workshop
The North Florida Bonsai Club will host a 
three day class introducing participants to 
bonsai on Sept. 6, 13, and 20 from 7 p.m. 
– 10 p.m. at the Mandarin Garden Club, 
2892 Loretto Road. Each day will focus on 
a different skill. By the end of the class each 
participant should have a fair understand-
ing of how to maintain, train and grow 
their own bonsai tree.

Each workshop seat includes the three 
day course, bonsai tree and a training pot. 
Participants will leave with a styled and pot-
ted bonsai tree. The workshop will utilize 
harlandii boxwood.

For the first time a tiered workshop is being 
offered, with two different sizes of tree avail-
able. The cost of the entry level tree is $30. 

Those who would like a slightly larger or 
more developed piece of material to work 
will have that option at a slightly higher 
cost.

Email Tristan at Yodasworkshop@aol.com 
or Josh at JoshuaReubenBrown1@yahoo.
com to register or for more information.

Going once, going twice, sold! 
Experience the thrill of a live auction and 
snag a fabric bargain at the All Star Quilters’ 
Guild general meeting on Monday, Sept. 
20 at First Christian Church, 11924 San 
Jose Blvd. Starting at 9:30 a.m., bidders 
will have a chance to preview the amaz-
ing collection of fabrics along with two 
sewing machines, a serger, sewing tools 
like scissors, rotary cutters and bias tape 

makers, quilt project kits, a craft table, quilt 
tops and more. Fabric lots include Kaffe 
Fasset charm packs, Moda cottons, batiks, 
Thimbleberry fat quarters, and several 
miscellaneous lots.

Fabric and sewing expert, Bruce Wilkerson, 
owner of Scrappy Rooster in Kingsland, 
Ga., will be the auctioneer. Bidders will be 
asked to register for a paddle number in 
advance and may pay with cash, check or 
credit card for winning bids. In addition, a 
Christmas themed quilt will be on display 
with raffle tickets for sale at $1 each. The 
winner’s name will be drawn on Dec. 13, 
just in time for Christmas. 

Images of the raffle items are available at 
Visit  www.allstarsquilters.org for images of 
the raffle items and contact Sondie Frus at 
(904) 422-2599 or  sfrus@comcast.net for 
more information.

Furniture store celebrates 100 years and 
four generations
 Hugo’s Interiors is proud to celebrate 100 
years (1921 – 2021) of a family tradition of 
providing quality services and selection to 
generations in the Southeast. Famous for 
North Florida’s largest selection of fine fur-
nishings and accessories, the Hugo Family 
and its extension of more than 55 talented 
artisan craftspeople continue a family 
tradition. Their American-made business 
resonates with quality and style with their 
finely crafted home furnishings, including 
their signature brand (Crosby Designs) of 
fine upholstered furniture, along with acces-
sories for homes and businesses.

In 1921, Albert Hugo, a German-trained 
“tapezierer” or decorator skilled at paper 
hanging, cabinet making, upholstery, and 
other crafts, came by train to Jacksonville. 
Albert and Euna set up shop in the dock 
house of Arthur and Ninah Cummer’s 
mansion on Riverside Avenue. He traded 
their furnishings expertise for workspace 
to begin Albert Hugo and Associates. His 
clients grew to include other internationally 
known families such as Alfred and Jessie 
DuPont for their mansion, Epping Forest. 
As Albert Hugo Associates expanded, they 
moved to the present Philips Highway site 
in 1947.

Following in their footsteps at Albert Hugo 
Associates were sons Edward and Charles. 
Grandson Richard, trained in furniture 
styles, periods, and the use of color and 
textiles, took over. Then came his children, 
Mathew, Jennie, John, and Paul – the 
fourth generation.

Today, Hugo’s Interiors maintains its leader-
ship role in providing fine design in home 
furnishings and accessories for people with 
discerning tastes interested in new trends 

in furniture, fabric, and accessories. The 
Hugo Family looks forward to its young 
fifth generation continuing as purveyors 
of taste, quality furnishings, and beautiful 
accessories.

The Hugos also give back to the commu-
nity with volunteer participation in The 
American Cancer Society, The Women’s 
Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital, The 
Rotary Club, Community Hospice and 
Palliative Care, and other organizations.

Jacksonville Children’s Chorus artistic 
director celebrates 15 years 
In August 2006, the Jacksonville Children’s 
Chorus’ board of directors appointed 
Darren Dailey to the position of artistic 
and executive director. In 2016, during his 
10th anniversary with The Chorus, he was 
then appointed to the role of president and 
artistic director. This year, Dailey enters his 
15th year of leadership and inspiring young 
singers through choral music education. 

As founding artistic director of the Boston 
Children's Chorus, Dailey was able to 
begin and grow their participation to nearly 
300 in just three years. After being recruited 
to Jacksonville, he was inspired by Jackson-
ville’s arts community and its potential. 

“Jacksonville’s arts community is incred-
ibly collaborative and this drew me to lead 
the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus several 
years ago,” says Dailey. Upon entering an 
audition room, children are first asked, “Do 
you love to sing?” Having children of his 
own, Dailey understands how important 
music education is for their development, 
and that the skills they take away from The 
Chorus, along with their love of singing, 
last a lifetime.

Through Dailey’s leadership, the Jackson-
ville Children’s Chorus programs have 
expanded, serving thousands of children 
across Northeast Florida and reaching fami-
lies internationally with virtual outreach 
programs. He has introduced opportunities 
for young singers to perform with guest art-
ists such as Amy Grant, Kristen Chenoweth 
and Audra McDonald, and even the chance 
to perform internationally across Europe.

Senior living facility sets vaccine mandate 
in motion for employees
River Garden Chief Executive Officer 
Mauri Mizrahi announced in early August 
that she will make the COVID-19 vaccine 
mandatory for all River Garden personnel. 
River Garden is taking this necessary step to 
keep the residents it serves safe and to best 
protect its employees. 

River Garden currently has the highest 
vaccination rate ( greater than 80percent) 
among skilled nursing facilities in northeast 
Florida, according to an AARP study pub-
lished in late July. Effective immediately, 
River Garden will require vaccination for all 
newly hired employees. Existing employees 
will have approximately eight weeks to 
become fully vaccinated.

“We want to be a safe place for healthcare 
workers to work and for patients to receive 
care. Ensuring everyone has some level of 
protection against the virus is an obvious 
step in the right direction. The vaccine is a 
game-changer,” Mizrahi said.

In anticipation of FDA approval of CO-
VID-19 vaccines this fall, River Garden has 
set its deadline for full vaccination for Oct. 
1, 2021. In the event that the COVID-19 
vaccine is not approved as expected, the 
timeline may be adjusted to coordinate 
with approval. 

Photo courtesy Sondie Frus

Raffle item for All Star Quilters Guild 
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Get to Know . . . By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Rudy and Raye Williams’ marriage 
might have had an unconvention-
al beginning, but 76 years later, 
they’re convinced it was God’s 
plan. They are very strong in 
their faith and have always 
been active with a church, 
wherever they have lived. 
At one point, they drove 
80 miles one way to attend 
their favored church. Pres-
ently, they are members of 
Fruit Cove Baptist Church. 
Raye is retired from State 
Farm, where she worked 
as an underwriting special-
ist and Rudy is retired from 
Mobile Paints, where he was the 
general manager of the Florida 
division. Today, he calls himself the 
“chief cook and bottlewasher” as he 
tends to Raye’s care. They have three 
children (two living; the loss of their 
middle child due to cancer they deem 
the worst thing they have experi-
enced), four grandchildren, eight great 
grandchildren and one great great 
grandchild.

Q: How did you two meet?
A: (Raye): I lived in Lake City and 
Rudy lived in Jacksonville, but he had 
an aunt and uncle and cousin Lillian, 
who was a very good friend of mine, 
who lived in Lake City. So he would 
come to visit them and I had seen him 
before. One weekend when we were in 
high school, Lillian asked me to come 
to Jacksonville with her to do some 
shopping. We took the bus on Thurs-
day afternoon and stayed with Rudy’s 
family. After dinner on Thursday night, 
we stayed up talking and Rudy asked 
me to go to a movie on Friday night. 

So we went to a drive-in on Atlantic 
Boulevard in Rudy’s dad’s car and then 
to a drive-in eatery, the kind where the 
servers wore roller skates, and had some 
food. That was our first date.

Q: How did you decide to get mar-
ried?
A: On our date, Rudy said his cousin 
was taking his girlfriend to Georgia 
the next day to see her grandmother 
for the Easter weekend. (Sunday was 
Easter.) He said we should go too so 
we could keep his cousin company. 
And he said we could get married 
while we were there.

Q: What did you say?
A: I was in shock and I didn’t say 
yes or no. So on Saturday afternoon, 
he asked me if I was ready to go to 

Georgia. Before we left, we called my 
mother and told her what we were 
doing. She told me that I could have 
a nice church wedding like my sister 
if I just came home first, but she was 
ok with us getting married because she 
knew Rudy and his family. She did 

ask Rudy, “Is Raye making you do 
this?” So we went to Georgia and 

early on Easter Sunday morn-
ing, we found a judge and he 
performed the wedding. 

(Rudy): In later years, we 
asked ourselves, why did we 
do such a thing? The only 
conclusion we came to is 
it was God’s plan. We have 
lived a Christian life together 
for 76 years.

Q: What did you do when 
you retired?

A: (Rudy): We both retired in our 
early 60s. We bought a motorhome 

and made a five-and-a-half month 
trip out West. Then we made another 
four month trip after that. We have 
been to every state. 

We have a very close family since we 
were young parents. We had our chil-
dren between 11 months and six years 
after we were married. We love to play 
games and spend time with our family.

Q: What advice would you give to 
people getting married today?
A: (Rudy): Communication is the 
best thing you can give anyone. One 
of the biggest problems people have is 
finances. Here especially, you need to 
communicate with your spouse. Also, 
we committed to each other that if 
there was something we didn’t want 
the other person to do, like smoke or 
drink, that we wouldn’t do it ourselves 
either. We are certainly not perfect.

(Raye): I wouldn’t trade him for the 
world.

Photo courtesy Steve Williams

Rudy and Raye Williams

The 2021 – 22 class of braille volunteers 
is forming now. It is open to both men 
and women of all faiths. An introduc-
tory meeting will be held at 10 a.m. 
on Thursday, Sept. 23 at Congregation 
Ahavath Chesed/The Temple, 8727 San 
Jose Blvd. Braille classes will start on 
Sept. 30 and continue every Thursday 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. This is a 
nine-month program on transcribing 
text into braille, or converting illustra-
tions into tactile graphics.

Course materials are provided to the 
volunteers at no cost. While no com-
puter is needed for tactile graphics, 
braille transcribers must have their own 
Windows computer. Course graduates 
can go on to be certified as braille tran-
scribers by the US Library of Congress. 

For more information, contact Pam 
Wiker at (904) 610-6733 or wikerpl@
gmail.com; Holly Cleveland at (904) 
463-0357 or holly.cleveland@att.net; 
or Nancy Cohen at (248) 250-2406 or 
r4cohen@gmail.com.

Braille volunteer cont. from pg. 1

Rudy and Raye Williams

3760 Kori Road • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

Industrial

Affordable Water solutions for 
your home with the best customer 

service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

You know I’m always here  with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly great 
rates for everyone. Call me for a quote to see how 
much you can save. You might be surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting 
requirements.

We need 
YOU to 

be your 
neighborhood's 

reporter!
 

Send in your 
community 

news!

Editor@floridanewsline.com
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Call fo
r pricing 

on our new 

Business Card 

size ads!

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzles

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel
Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE & MORE

We offer 
Fictitious Name Advertisement

Call for more info!
(904) 886-4919

Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

First day of school for Duval County

Photo courtesy Mary J. Eyler

Students are busy in Mary Haley's fourth grade classroom at Crown Point Elementary.

Photo courtesy Lori Hershey

School Board member Lori Hershey volunteered 
to label backpacks at Greenland Pines Elementary 

School.

Photo courtesy Tammy Haberman

Young students at Loretto Elementary on the first day of school.
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THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE NOT 
BEEN SCREENED BY THE SOUTH-
EASTERN ADVERTISING PUB-
LISHERS ASSOCIATION (SAPA); 
Therefore, any discrepancies 
thereof shall not be the respon-
sibility of the aforementioned 
association.  Your publisher 
has agreed to participate in this 
program and run these ads as a 
service to the Southeastern Ad-
vertising Publishers Association.

AUTOMOBILES

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR 
BREAST CANCER! Help United 
Breast Foundation educa-
tion, prevention & support 
programs. FAST FREE PICKUP 
- 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX DE-
DUCTION  1-855-758-6966  (t)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn't 
matter! Get free towing and 
same day cash! NEWER MODELS 
too! Call 1-833-238-0340  (t)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-972-5518  (m)

Donate your car, truck or van. 
Help veterans find jobs or 
start a business. Call Patriotic 
Hearts Foundation. Fast, FREE 
pick-up. Max tax-deduction. 
Operators are standing by! 
Call 1-833-909-0926   (m)

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, RUNNING 
OR NOT!! FAST FREE PICKUP. 
Maximum tax deduction. Sup-
port United Breast Cancer Fdn 
programs. Your car donation 
could save a life. 855-701-6346

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veter-
ans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, RUNNING 
OR NOT!! FAST FREE PICKUP. 
Maximum tax deduction. Sup-
port United Breast Cancer Fdn 
programs. Your car donation 
could save a life. 855-701-6346

EDUCATION

Attention Active Duty & Mili-
tary Veterans! Begin a new 
career and earn your Degree 
at CTI! Online Computer & 
Medical training available for 
Veterans & Families! To learn 
more, call 844-545-4568  (t)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a Computer & 
Help Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships avail-
able for certain programs for 
qualified applicants. Call CTI 
for details!  866-455-0151 (t)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months! Call 855-972-3288  (t)

Train online to do medical bill-
ing! Become a Medical Office 
Professional at CTI! Get trained 
& certified to work in months! 
888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Attention Active Duty & Military 
Veterans! Begin a new career 
and earn your Degree at CTI! On-
line Computer & Medical training 
available for Veterans & Families! 
To learn more, call 833-970-3466

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months! Call 866-717-8606

FINANCIAL

Credit Card Debt Relief! Reduce 
payment by up to 50%! Get 
one LOW affordable payment/
month. Reduce interest. Stop 
calls.  FREE no-obligation con-
sultation Call 833-755-1695  (t)

¿Luchando con la deuda fis-
cal? ¡Resuelve su factura de 
impuestos ahora! Detener las 
acciones de colección negativas. 
Negociar pagos mensuales 
asequibles. Llame a United 
Tax Fix 1-855-620-9258  (m)

The COVID crisis has cost us 
all something. Many have lost 
jobs and financial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We 
can help! Get a FREE debt relief 
quote: Call 1-877-316-7129  (m)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 

debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational pack-
age and learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 844-405-1099  (m)

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay 
a fraction of what you owe.  
A+ BBB rated.  Call National 
Debt Relief 866-949-0934.

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & 
audits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 844-606-1554 
(Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-5pm PST)

Credit Card Debt Relief! Re-
duce payment by up to 50%! 
Get one LOW affordable pay-
ment/month. Reduce interest. 
Stop calls.  FREE no-obligation 
consultation Call 866-892-2773

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness 
Call 1-855-908-2440 Monday 
through Friday 7AM-5PM PST  (t)  

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS ALL MA-
JOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
30 DAY RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 
2 FREE Months! 1-833-304-2083  
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun :  9:30 am 
to 8:00 pm Fri :  9:30 am to 
2:00 pm (all times Eastern).  (t)

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medi-
cal exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-721-1875 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/flma   (m)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance – NOT just a discount 
plan. Don't wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-833-424-6043 www.dental-
50plus.com/cpf #6258    (m)

Don't let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about a 
fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today!  1-844-994-1745  (m)

Life Alert. One press of a button 
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile Pendant 
with GPS. FREE First Aid Kit 
(with subscription.) CALL 877-
354-1492 FREE Brochure.  (m)

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You and Your Family May Be 
Entitled to Significant Cash 
Award. Call 1-855-635-9214 
for Information. No Risk. No 
Money Out of Pocket.  (t)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-397-7056  (m)

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early de-
tection! Contact Life Line Screen-
ing to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-855-708-0597  (m)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guar-
anteed! 1-855-457-9751  (t)

We have Clinics STATEWIDE. 
Medical Marijuana Clinics, call 
today! Call 1-833-420-0421 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real 
insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info 
kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy 
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Stroke & Cardiovascular disease 
are leading causes of death 
according to the AHA. Screen-
ings can provide peace of mind 
or early detection! Call Life 
Line Screening to schedule a 
screening. Special offer 5 screen-
ings for $149. 1-833-549-4540

Attention Viagra users: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or 
Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Guaranteed, no prescription 
necessary. Call 855-398-1878

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early de-
tection! Contact Life Line Screen-
ing to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-866-563-3640

Get Your Medical Marijuana 
Card. Stop in for a sample of 
DBD Bud. Stop taking danger-
ous pain and Anxiety Pills with 
Toxic side effects. 1-833-420-0421  

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. 
Our case managers simplify the 
process & work hard to help 
with your case.  Call 1-844-408-
7325 FREE Consultation. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention: Oxygen Users!  
Gain freedom with a Por-
table Oxygen Concentrator!  
No more heavy tanks and 
refills! Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices!  Call the Oxygen Con-
centrator Store:  844-866-4793

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 877-266-9827

MISCELLANEOUS

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 
1 TB of data per month. Get 
More For Your High-Speed 
Internet Thing. Ask us how 
to bundle and SAVE! Geo & 
svc restrictions apply. Call us 
today 1-877-568-5045. (m)

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Fa-
vorite Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 12months. 
Stream on 20 devices at once 
in your home. HBO Max FREE 
for 1 yr (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) Call for more details 
today! (some restrictions apply) 
Call IVS 1-866-460-1886  (m)

Become a published au-
thor! Publications sold at all 
major secular & specialty 
Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for 
your FREE author submis-
sion kit. 1-844-293-6611  (m)

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services:  
Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for your Free Author`s Guide 
1-844-218-1247 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/florida  (m)  

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 1-855-773-0527  (t)

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Watch your favorite live 
sports, news & entertain-
ment anywhere. One year of 
HBO Max FREE. DirecTV is #1 
in Customer Satisfaction (JD 
Power & Assoc.) Call for more 
details! (some restrictions ap-
ply) Call 1-844-335-2369  (m)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-895-7245  (m)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Promo Expires 

7/21/21. 1-855-340-3064  (t)

Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $49.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-877-929-1176  (m)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-866-287-4769  (m)

High-Speed Internet. We in-
stantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top provid-
ers. Call 1-855-956-3567   (m)

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data   FREE 
Off-Peak Data. FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation 
for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-855-485-4101  (m)

4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you 
when you travel! As low as 
$109.99/mo! 1-888-708-1498  (t)

The Generac PWRcell solar plus 
battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power 
your home. Full installation 
services. $0 down financing 
option. Request free no obli-
gation quote. 1-855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
power outages, so your home & 
family stay safe & comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-yr extended 
warranty $695 value! Request a 
free quote today! Call for terms 
& conditions. 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule free LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Directv Now. No Satellite. 
$40/mo 65 Channels. Stream 
news, live events, sports & on 
demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH TV $64.99 for 190 channels 
+ $14.95 high speed internet. 
Free installation, smart HD DVR 
included, free voice remote. 
Some restrictions apply. Promo 
expires 1/21/22. 1-833-872-2545

New authors wanted! Page Pub-
lishing will help self-publish your 
book. Free author submission 
kit! Limited offer! 866-951-7214

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of 
data/mo. Ask how to bundle 
& SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

HOME BREAK-INS take less 
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait! 
Protect your family, your home, 
your assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 866-409-0308

Update your home with beau-
tiful new blinds & shades. 
Free in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from 
home. Professional installa-
tion. Top quality - Made in the 
USA. Free consultation: 877-212-
7578. Ask about our specials!

Long distance moving: Call  for 
a free quote from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving! Speak to a reloca-
tion specialist 888-721-2194

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you 
live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! 
Unlimited Data is Here. Stream 
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free 
Installation.  Call 866-499-0141

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak 
Data. FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Standard 

Installation for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-855-942-3256

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-833-953-0224

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 877-925-9682 

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, 
ONE DAY updates!  We specialize 
in safe bathing.  Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  877-661-6587

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions ap-
ply. Call Now! 866-507-1326

EXPIRES SOON: Switch to DISH 
+ get a 2 YEAR PRICE LOCK!! 
Plus get Free Premium Chan-
nels for 3 mos. Free Installation 
(up to 6 rooms)! 866-393-1134

Cross country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, 
out of state move $799 Long 
Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long dis-
tance move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-855-404-2366

Credit Card Debt Relief! Re-
duce payment by up to 50%! 
Get one LOW affordable pay-
ment/month. Reduce interest. 
Stop calls.  FREE no-obligation 
consultation Call 866-892-2773

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Watch your favorite live 
sports, news & entertain-
ment anywhere. One year of 
HBO Max FREE. Directv is #1 
in Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) Call for 
more details! (some restric-
tions apply) Call 1-877-666-2821

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-855-913-2156

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 833-566-0676

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-888-927-8649

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS 
ON SITE provides FREE diag-
nosis REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE 
DURING COVID19. No home 
visit necessary. $40 OFF with 
coupon 86407! Restrictions 
apply. 1-855-993-4172)  (t)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 833-957-0862  (t)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-855-706-0484  (m)

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-855-708-4101  (m)

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to 
has purchased the above clas-
sifieds. Determining the value of 
their service or product is advised 

by this publication. In order to 
avoid misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer employ-
ment but rather supply the read-
ers with manuals, directories and 
other materials designed to help 
their clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your 

checking, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also beware of 
ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based 
in US dollars. Toll free numbers 
may or may not reach Canada.

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative 
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 
128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  
License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# 
C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registra-
tion# PA069383  Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# 
H-19114

1-855-995-2490CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Are you at risk for stroke 
or cardiovascular disease?

Call Life Line Screening at  
866-563-3640

Special Offer for Readers
5 screening package for $149

September 2021 Job Finder
Seeking a licensed Cosmetic Nurse Practitioner or Physician Assistant to join our established-
premier dermatology practice with board certified dermatologists in Jacksonville, Florida.  
State-of-the-art lasers and procedures. Send resumes to resumes@southsidedermatology.com.

Willie Jewell's Bar-B-Q (World Golf Village Area) has openings for kitchen cutters, line, 
prep, and utility workers. Position includes base pay, tip sharing, bonuses, and em-
ployee discounts. Come by store for application/interview. 105 Murabella Parkway.

Photo courtesy Rebecca Thomson

New option for cookies 
now in Mandarin
Tik Tok sensation Crumbl Cookies has arrived in Manda-
rin in the Mandarin Oaks shopping center. Use the app to 
place your order or stop in to try their sensational cookies. 
Flavors change weekly, but milk chocolate chip is always 
available. The staff can't wait to welcome you and recom-
mend a cookie. Don't forget the milk. 
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By Susie Scott
mail@floridanewsline.com

The bell discovered in the belfry of the 
Mandarin Community Club has travelled 
through time from 1855 to the present 
with the support and dedication of many. 
It is believed that the bell was acquired 
through a letter writing appeal by none 
other than Harriet Beecher Stowe for the 
Mandarin Schoolhouse as the Mandarin 

Community Club was once known. It 
was discovered a couple years ago in the 
bell tower and fundraising efforts were 
initiated to save this piece of Mandarin 
history. The bell was removed and trans-
ported to Charleston, S.C., for meticulous 
restoration by the Christoph Paccard Bell 
Foundry. In June, the club hosted an event 
to celebrate its 98th anniversary and of-
ficially unveil the restored artifact. 

The club was very lucky to have a local 
skilled carpenter and wood craftsman, 
Andrew Miller, build a custom moveable 
display for the bell so it can be showcased 
for the world to see. Miller took on the 
task with pride.

“While it’s not every day you get to design 
and build something for your hometown 
that will present a true piece of history, 
I was super honored and thankful for 
the opportunity to construct the base to 
support the Mandarin Community Club’s 
1855 bell,” Miller said. “My idea was to 
craft a display stand that would comple-
ment the newly restored bronze-beauty; 
the top of the piece is made from quarter 
sawn curly maple with a sleek tapered edge 
profile all the way around and the bottom 
portion features four handmade red oak 
butcher block tops, wrapping the four 
sides, each trimmed out in locally har-
vested live oak.”

Miller went on to say that with the fully 
assembled base and bell each weighing 
more than 200 pounds respectively, the 
piece also sits atop four caster wheels 
which allow for safekeeping when not be-
ing presented for display. 

“I am very proud of the way this project 

turned out and I hope the community of 
Mandarin can enjoy it for many years to 
come,” Miller said.

Visit Andrew Miller’s Instagram @
MilledByMiller to view part of the process 
of building the display stand as well as his 
other work.https://www.carativepsych.com/

843-474-5578

We all know that life can be difficult at times. Carative 

Psychiatry provides board certified nurse practitioners 

to meet your medication management needs. Our goal is 

to support you as you pursue wholeness, resilience, 

and a better quality of life. Please visit our website 

or call our telephone number and schedule your telehealth 

appointment with Jamie Miskell, MSN, APRN, PMHNP-BC.

Dr. Annie Vu D.D.S
Dr. Sydney Fowler D.M.D

By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

There’s nothing more empowering than getting your own 
library card. It gives you access to books, technology, re-
sources, and services to pursue your passions and dreams. 

September is National Library Card Sign-Up Month. 
Celebrate by getting your own library card and take that 
first step toward academic achievement, lifelong learning 
and community involvement.  

Top five reasons to get a library card:
1. You can read, watch, and listen to popular, new mate-
rial. Libraries aren’t big buildings filled with musty, old 
books. They are community centers with a flourishing 
and ever-changing collection of materials and resources. 
In addition to the latest bestsellers and celebrity book club 
picks, you’ll find cookbooks, comics, blockbuster DVD 
movies, music and audiobooks on CD, and much more.
2. Download or stream digital content instantly. The Jack-
sonville Public Library has an entire digital library offering 
e-books, audiobooks, movies, music, and magazines. Get 
the library’s app or visit the website to see what’s available.
3. Great online and in-person programs and services. We 
offer everything from storytimes for children, Art Kits for 

school age kids, Teen Advisory Board and other volunteer 
opportunities for young adults, classes to help you prepare 
for the GED Test® or to learn English, book clubs, author 
chats, writing and publishing workshops, and more. 

There are even digitization stations at the Main Library 
that’ll help you convert old photos and movies. 
4. The Jacksonville Public Library is open to all. We want 
everyone to feel welcome and included in our buildings 
and through our collections. As the American Library As-
sociation states, "We celebrate and preserve our democrat-
ic society by making available the widest possible range 
of viewpoints, opinions and ideas, so that all individuals 
have the opportunity to become lifelong learners — in-
formed, literate, educated, and culturally enriched." The 
more support and engagement you give your local library, 
the more resources the library will receive to serve the 
entire community. 
5. It’s all totally free. Local libraries are truly a wonderful 
resource that every member in the community should uti-
lize, but if nothing else, using your local library is a great 
way to cut costs at home. 
Duval County residents who don’t have a library card 
can sign up for free at any of the library’s 21 locations or 
apply for an eCard on our website. The library even offers 
Educator Cards for teachers and homeschoolers. Visit 
jaxpubliclibrary.org/services/get-library-card or stop by for 
more information.

Jeremy Yates is with the Jacksonville Public Library.

Celebrate September by getting a library card

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Library

Get your library card today.

Historic 1855 Mandarin bell saga continues

Photo courtesy Mandarin Community Club

The restored historic 1855 Mandarin bell.
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Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Captain David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.comFishing

ATLANTICATLANTIC
Tree & Landscape

Services, Inc.
Tree & Landscape

Services, Inc.

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE
• Tree trimming & 
removal

• Hazardous or 
Unwanted Trees

• Storm Damage 
Cleanup

• Stump Grinding
• Climbing & Bucket 
Truck Work

• Crane Service 
Available

BOBCAT
SERVICES
BOBCAT
SERVICES
BOBCAT
SERVICES
•  Site Prep & Grading
• Clearing & Site 
Restoration

• Heavy Brush 
Mowing

• Fill dirt, Top Soil & 
Gravel
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18001 Wells Rd. Jacksonville, FL
Donald Smith, Owner

donnietreelife@gmail.com

904-859-4188904-859-4188
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We make advertising easy … 
Call today!
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Call today!
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It's recovery time in the St. Johns River 
as it continues to drain all the additional 
freshwater from heavy summer rains 
received in the past weeks. Hopefully, we 
will finish the summer with a little less 
rain and our fishing season will finish 
where it started — with a bang.

Shrimping continues to be slow, but has 
steadily been improving. Good-sized 
shrimp are now being caught easily 
enough for bait, but five gallon buckets 
are happening with a little bit of searching. 
Doctor's Lake and Mandarin Point seem 
to be the best locations at this time. Don't 
be afraid to try various depths, shallow 
and deep, when trying to find them. 

The croaker bite has also continued to be 
on the up, after a little bit of a slow down 
following some of our heavy rainfall. 
Good size croakers have been seem-
ingly biting more on the shallow side 
of sandbars and points, rather than the 
deeper drop offs. Most likely they are just 
following the shrimp, and that is where 
the shrimp happen to be.

Redfish are bothered less by the abun-
dance of the extra freshwater than some 
other species of saltwater fish. Docks and 
pilings should still be holding slot-sized 
reds, while schooling reds have been run-
ning the channels; unfortunately most 
are under slot. Whether fishing docks on 
a jig head or float rig, or the deeper holes 
with a bottom rig, fresh caught, live, river 
shrimp should be your bait of choice.

The recent slow down of the bite has 

made catching the tide at the right time 
a bigger factor. Fishing through the tide 
changes and waiting for the bite can some-
times be more productive than changing 
spots. Having to fish through the catfish 
and stingrays to wait for the right bite is 
usually a painful and boring process, but 
often worth the wait. When you finally 
find the bite at a certain tidal stage, more 
than likely that same bite will be back at 
that same spot, at the same stage of the 
tide when you return the next trip.

As long as we still have shrimp in the river, 
there is going to be a quality bite to be 
found somewhere. With autumn quickly 
approaching, we just need a little less rain 
to finish this year's fishing season with the 
bang it started with. Let’s hope for the best.

Fishing Report: Shrimp are the best right 
now, as we are at what would be normally 
the peak of the season. Reds around docks 
and pilings, and croakers on sandbars or 
just off them. Sheepshead are a good pos-
sibility this time of year around docks and 
pilings.

Whether you catch one, some, or none, 
the family time spent fishing will last a 
lifetime.

Email your Catch of the Month photo to 
catchofthemonthpictures@gmail.com. Be sure 
to include the name of the person(s) in the 
photo, the name of the person who took the 
photo, the type of fish and date and loca-
tion of the catch. We will select a photo each 
month for publication.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Food is a critical component of 
healthy living, helping people to 
reduce their risk for illnesses and 
even helping them to overcome 
colds and other ailments. The 
properties of soup, for example, 
can chase away chills and offer 
other benefits. Soup is hydrat-
ing, and the ingredients included 
in the recipe may be able to do 
everything from tame coughs 
to reduce mucus to boost the immune 
system.

This recipe for "Navy Bean and Col-
lard Greens Soup" courtesy of John La 
Puma, M.D., ChefMD, includes collard 
greens. When one chops or chews col-
lard greens, he or she gets the powerful, 
helpful chemicals isothiocyanates and 
indole-3-carbinol. They can help the liver 
produce enzymes that detoxify cancer-
causing toxins in the body. In addition, 
the soup includes tofu, which will adopt 
the flavor of other ingredients and add 
a form of lean protein along with the 
beans.

Navy Bean and Collard Greens Soup
Serves 4
3 cups vegetable broth
4 cups coarsely chopped stemmed collard 
greens, preferably organic (1 bunch 10 to 
12 ounces)
1 ½ cup packaged julienned (matchstick) 
carrots

1 ½ tsp. chili garlic puree or chili paste 
with garlic
1 (12 oz.) package extra firm tofu, cubed 
in bite size pieces
1 (16 oz.) can unsalted navy beans, 
drained
¼ cup grated Romano cheese

Combine broth, collard greens, carrots, 
and chili garlic puree in a large saucepan. 
Bring to a boil over high heat. Reduce 
heat; cover and simmer 10 to 12 minutes 
or until greens are nearly tender. Stir in 
tofu and beans; cover and simmer 5 min-
utes or until vegetables are tender. Ladle 
into shallow bowls; top with cheese.

Tips: Great northern or cannellini beans 
may replace the navy beans and Swiss 
chard may replace the collard greens if 
desired. Also, look for chili garlic puree 
or chili paste with garlic in the ethnic 
section of the supermarket. Because the 
beans are unsalted, there is no need to 
rinse them before adding to the soup. 

Healthy soup offers many different benefits
Pantry Raiders

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Navy Bean and Collard Greens Soup
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By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Escape to the Mountains: 
Blue Ridge, GeorgiaTravel

The railroad's arrival in 1886 brought 
the sleepy little town of Blue Ridge, Ga., 
to life. Located about 90 minutes north 
of Atlanta, Blue Ridge continued to 
grow and today, the gem offers refined 
yet rustic appeal. It's a welcoming place 
for a getaway to a cabin in the woods or 
a luxury downtown condo. 

Over the years, railroad traffic decreased, 
so the city decided to save the train. Blue 
Ridge's own Scenic Railway makes just 
one run a day. The hour-long trip takes 
passengers to the developing river-town 
of McCaysville. Adults love riding in 
vintage cars, but kids prefer the open-air 
ones. The tracks run through the Chat-
tahoochee National Forest and alongside 
the Toccoa River, where you'll likely see 
fishermen and people tubing along. 

Before the train returns, passengers en-
joy lunch and shopping in McCaysville 
and the adjacent town, Copperhill, 
Tenn. Be sure to take a quirky photo 
straddling the Georgia/Tennessee state 
line. 

Fly fishing reigns big in Blue 
Ridge, the Trout Capital of the 
state. Coldwater streams provide 
ideal conditions for the fish. The catch 
and release rules help sustain the envi-
ronment. If you need equipment or a fly 
fishing lesson, stop by Cohutta Outfit-
ters. I did and signed up for a guided 
session that even included waders. My 
pro soon had me casting a line in an 
idyllic mountain stream. 

In 1930, Blue Ridge acquired a lake 
when the dam was built for hydropower. 
You'll find a mix of log cabins and luxu-
ry homes overlooking the 11-mile long 
crystal clear beauty. Many make popular 
vacation rentals while the marina offers 
pontoon boat rentals, ideal for cruis-
ing with family and friends. For a more 
energetic outing, rent a kayak or canoe. 

Hikers and bikers take to the mountains 
on more than 300 miles of trails. The 

North Georgia area features 16 photo-
worthy waterfalls. 

For the visitor desiring some pampering, 
look no further than the Serenity Spa. 
The owners designed the complex to in-
corporate the log cabin look — but they 
offer the latest treatments and products. 
You can even reserve a massage in one of 
their treehouse rooms. 

An actual vacation means dining out, 
and Blue Ridge presents plenty of op-
tions. Pick from casual, down-home eat-
eries to white tablecloth gourmet meals. 
Try the Fightingtown Tavern or Mas-
seria Kitchen and Bar for casual dining. 
A gala evening might start with cocktails 
overlooking downtown from the new 
Hampton Inn rooftop bar. Then walk 
to indulge in a luscious repast at Black 

Sheep and perhaps an after dinner drink 
at Whiskey and Water. 

Fun afternoons and evenings call for a 
stop into Grumpy Old Men, an authen-
tic local brewery and hangout. Those 
who prefer wine can check out the 
lovely grounds of Bear Claw or Seren-
berry Vineyards. Shopping on Main 
Street brings surprises you don't find in 
chain stores. Look for country furniture 
and accessories, outdoor attire, boutique 
clothing, art galleries, antiques, and 
specialty gift shops. 

Entertainment beyond the ordinary 
includes a pinball arcade, the nearby 
Bigfoot Museum (seriously), or a chance 
to drive a tank at Tank Town. (I went 

on my first visit to Blue Ridge, and it 
remains an often talked about memory.) 
You might consider visiting recused 
research chimps in their retirement vil-
lage at Project Chimps or pick apples at 
Mercier Orchards. 

Seriously, if all that isn't enough, just 
grab a cup of coffee or glass of wine, and 
sit on a porch and rock. Blue Ridge lets 
you escape but won't let you be bored. 

Get a free trip app at Visit Blue Ridge, 
GA. The drive from Jacksonville to Blue 
Ridge is about seven hours.

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Mountain view from Mercier Orchards.
Open air cars on the Blue Ridge Scenic Railroad.

The river town of McCaysville.

The author goes fly fishing.
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I feel as if I’ve taken a break from 
gardening now that my main activity is 
tending the new native plant bed — our 
insect haven or insectary — in our front 
yard. A gentle amble around to check 
for any wayward weeds, testing the soil 
moisture around the plants when we’ve 
had too little rain ... it’s really not ardu-
ous, even in the heat of summer.

Of course, that’s not the whole story. 
The okra plants are dropping leaves, but 
two of them are branching out from low 
down, so I’ll cut off the main stems and 
hope those new shoots will fill out and 
keep producing. There are aphids on 
some of the buds and leaves, but there’s 
also a ladybug or two around, and I’m 
hoping they will keep the aphids in 
check, along with some squishing and 
hard sprays of water. 

I’ve disposed of our tomato plants, 
which were no longer looking promising. 
(There were some green fruits left on the 
vines, so my husband made some green 
tomato chutney.) The chili plants are still 
doing well, and while the sweet pepper 
plants aren’t producing right now, having 
been shaded out by the tomatoes, they 
do have some tiny flower buds. I find it 
hard to decide when to discard plants 
that are past their best, and unless they 
really decline after some TLC, I will 
probably let them hang on until I need 
to prepare the beds for our cool season 
crops.

The rest of the yard is still burgeoning — 

busting at the seams with green growth 
— with shrubs and vines threatening 
to overtake paths and spaces they don’t 
deserve. This is a problem currently, as 
the city is struggling to collect yard waste 
regularly, and our street is often lined 
with containers and plastic sacks full 
of debris. Yards hereabouts are modest 
in size and it’s not always practical to 
compost every last bit of plant material, 
so the city service is invaluable. 

Happily, we are not in drought, and 
NOAA doesn’t predict drought condi-
tions in the months up to October; how-
ever, we can expect higher than average 
summer temperatures, which sadly seems 
to be the norm nowadays. If you would 
like more details, check out the NOAA 
Climate Prediction Center, at https://
www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/.

Being aware of longer-range forecasts can 
help in planning when to plant cool sea-
son vegetables. Lettuces, for example, are 
notorious for bolting quickly in the heat 
so an early direct sowing would be point-
less; however, sowing in more controlled 
conditions can overcome this problem, 
but it means setting up an indoor grow-
ing area for seedlings, either on a very 
sunny windowsill or under a grow light. 
Germinating seeds can be easily moni-
tored until they sprout, and then moved 
to the light right away. They may need 
potting into larger containers, depend-
ing on how you start them, to be planted 
out when the weather is just right. (See 
the Florida Vegetable Gardening Guide, 

https://tinyurl.com/86m742yb.)

If you have tender perennials or shrubs 
you are fond of, now could be a good 
time to take cuttings to root in case they 
are lost over winter. This isn’t as hard 
as it may seem, and I encourage you to 
check out this publication: https://edis.
ifas.ufl.edu/publication/MG108. If you 
have a desire for native perennials that 
are sometimes hard to come by, autumn 
is the most natural time to start some 
seeds. The Florida Wildflower Coopera-
tive has some useful information about 
timing (https://tinyurl.com/s27ajryj), 
as well as seeds for sale (https://tinyurl.

com/4bkfrukx). 

For more information on what to do this 
month in your yard and garden, check 
out the “North Florida Gardening Cal-
endar” (https://tinyurl.com/efxxfczr) and 
“A New Leaf – Yard and Garden” news-
letter (https://tinyurl.com/4zpx4c5x), 
both of which are particularly useful 
locally. I also highly recommend the 
“Neighborhood Gardener” (https://
tinyurl.com/4jcn8ryy), which includes 
a calendar of events from around the 
state, many of which are presented on-
line. That should be enough to get you 
through for a while. Stay cool!

Gardening By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

A summer hiatus and forward planning
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Nestled on the sprawling 40-acre River Garden 

campus, members of The Coves enjoy a lively 

environment that offers comfort, safety and 

maintenance-free  living. With access to superior 

amenities and services, you can enjoy the lifestyle  

you deserve.

One-Bedroom Apartments Available Now 

NO “BUY-IN” REQUIRED

YOUR TIME TO SHINE

Visit www.RiverGarden.org/TheCoves  

or call (904) 292.2683 to schedule your  

tour of The Coves today!  

By Joann Butler
mail@floridanewsline.com

Coming in October, the Mandarin 
Garden Club will host its annual Trash 
to Treasure Sale on Oct. 1 and Oct. 2 
from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. each day. The sale 
will feature household items, electron-
ics, small accent furniture, glassware, 
kitchen items, pictures, books, lamps, 
toys, crafts, baskets, small tools and ap-
pliances and gardening tools, all gener-
ously donated by club members. There 
will also be a “Treasure” section that will 
feature fine china, crystal, signed pot-
tery, one of a kind pieces and fine art, 
as well as a pop up plant sale for garden 
lovers. The Masons will be cooking their 
famous BBQ on both days and club 
members will be selling some home-
made baked goods. 

A new leadership team for the Mandarin 
Garden Club was installed for the up-
coming 2021 – 2022 year. The officers 

were installed by Fredi Olson, chaplain, 
at the May 26 Annual Meeting. Bonnie 
Myers is the new president; Sandra Var-
ner is the new first vice president; the 
second vice president is Linda Carvalho; 
recording secretary is Betty Waldrep; 
and Jeanne Hendricks is the treasurer. 

In September the various Mandarin Gar-
den Club Circles will start their monthly 
meetings. There are three daytime and 
one evening Circle. The club is the per-
fect place to make friends, get involved 
with the community and learn about 
gardening and environmental issues. 
There also is a game day once a month 
for members only, which is a great time 
to meet more people in the club. Various 
crafts are also worked on monthly from 
September – May by the Crafty Ladies 
group. Visit www.mandaringardenclub.
org for more information, including 
how to rent the garden club for parties, 
reunions and special occasions.

Photo courtesy Joann Butler

New officers were inaugurated in May.

Mandarin Garden Club news
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Hip or knee pain?  
5 symptoms you shouldn’t ignore 
You like to stay active, but sometimes hip or knee pain gets in the way. How 
do you know when it’s time to see a doctor? 

The experts at Jacksonville Orthopaedic Institute (JOI) offer innovative new 
options to relieve your pain and get you back to doing the things you love.

Why live with hip or knee pain?  
Schedule an appointment today.

        904-JOI-2000 (564-2000)

        hipkneejax.com

If you have any of these symptoms, 
you could be making your hip or 
knee worse by waiting: 

  Unable to maintain an active lifestyle

  Pain that gets worse at night and 
interferes with sleep

  Catching, popping or locking

  Difficulty putting on shoes and socks

  Swelling
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ALF# 13126

Call to schedule your 
personalized experience today!

12350 San Jose Blvd.  |  Jacksonville, FL 32223

(904) 584-9806  | www.HarborChase.com

Mandarin

Independent & Assisted Living
Memory Care

Fall in Love
With Senior Living

Rebecca Thomson


