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Mandarin 
Museum 
expansion  
update
By Sandy Arpen
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Mandarin Museum & Histori-
cal Society is winding up a five-year 
effort to expand and renovate the 
Mandarin Museum building at 
Walter Jones Historical Park. After 
years of fundraising and receiving 
generous private donations as well 
as a facilities matching grant from 
the Department of State, Division 
of Arts and Culture, the building 
of the structures actually began this 
summer. Despite delays related to the 
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Mandarin area schools name Teachers of the Year

By Martie Thompson
mail@floridanewsline.com

In October, individual public schools across 
Duval County named their Teachers of the 
Year. Principals nominated these outstand-
ing educators for the district’s top teach-
ing honor of 2022 VyStar Duval County 
Teacher of the Year. The school winners 
will go on to be considered as semi-finalists 
and finalists for the county’s top teaching 
honor and they will be invited to apply for 
the Jacksonville Public Education Fund’s 
Teacher Leadership Initiative, a professional 
learning community that connects teacher 

leaders with best practices in 
equity and school quality, to 
drive measurable improvements 
in their schools. 

In Mandarin, the following 
educators were nominated by 
their principals for their school’s 
Teacher of the Year honor:

Mandarin High School: Dawn 
Holcomb, Lead ESE teacher

Mandarin Middle School: Lind-
say Schaeffer, Gifted teacher for 
sixth, seventh and eighth grades

Bartram Springs Elementary 
School: Jennifer Rogers, Fourth 
grade teacher

Crown Point Elementary School: Amanda 
Hildenbrand, First grade teacher

Greenland Pines Elementary School: Mi-
randa Murdock, Kindergarten teacher

Loretto Elementary School: Samantha Fox, 
Autism Spectrum Disorder CSS teacher

Mandarin Oaks Elementary School: Can-
dice Lilly, Kindergarten teacher

Sara Bravo, principal of Mandarin High 
School (home of last year’s Duval County 
Teacher of the Year, Jim Schmitt) had this 

to say about this year’s nominee: “I am 
thrilled and proud to know that Dawn 
Holcomb was voted upon by her peers to 
be the ‘21 – ‘22 Mandarin High School 
Teacher of the Year. As our ESE Lead 
Teacher, Ms. Holcomb serves a very special 
population of students. As a parent of a 
student with learning differences and a 
principal who has a special place in her 
heart for ESE students and teachers, it 
is deeply encouraging to know that our 

Mandarin gets in the autumn spirit
For the third year in a row, the 
historical mile along Manda-
rin Road has been decorated 
for the fall season. A project 
of the Mandarin Community 
Club led by board member 
Brett Nolan, seasonal decora-
tions will be in place through 
November for the  enjoyment 
of the community. Pictured 
are the Mandarin Community 
Club, the Mandarin Cemetery, 
and the Walter Jones post office 
and General Store.

Photos courtesy Lynn Cuda

Photo courtesy Sandy Arpen

Board President Sandy Arpen celebrating the first 
sign of walls.

Teachers of Year cont. on pg. 17

Photo courtesy Mary Eyler

Crown Point Elementary School Teacher of the Year 
Amanda Hildenbrand.

Photo courtesy Sara Bravo

Mandarin High School Teacher of the Year Dawn Holcomb with last year’s 
honoree, Jim Schmitt.
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Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
SPRING RECREATIONAL SOCCER

WINTER CAMPS
Multiple locations

Fun activities while learning the game

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Florida's Number 1 
Youth Soccer Program

pandemic, permits and rainy weather, 
R.G. White Construction has been 
working diligently to build the new 
exhibit hall and expand the archive 
room. A completely new air condition-
ing system is also being installed for 
the entire building.

The original hope was to have this 
project completed by Dec. 4 for Win-
ter Celebration. That was an optimistic 
goal — and Winter Celebration has 
been canceled for 2021. 
The revised goal is to 
have a Grand Reopening 
event in late Spring 2022; 
however, it will be worth 
the wait, as the newly 
built and completely 
revised museum will 
include: a new and dedi-
cated exhibit hall for the 
“Maple Leaf” story (Na-
tional Historic Landmark 
Civil War shipwreck); a 
brand new “Untold Sto-
ries of Black Mandarin” 
exhibit; a refreshed Harriet Beecher 
Stowe area; a dedicated space related to 
the steamships that frequented Manda-
rin’s docks; a new Mandarin Timeline; 
and smaller exhibits that include the 
River, the Timuquans, early settlement, 
the Seminole Wars, Pvt. Marion Losco, 
historic homes, schools, churches and 
businesses, 20th century happenings, 
and a display titled “What happened to 
rural Mandarin.” Even the bathrooms 
in the museum will be beautified with 
event posters from the past.

Behind the scenes, we are very grate-
ful to be doubling the size of the Susan 

Ford Archive Room. This room con-
tains the museum’s vast collection of 
photographs, documents, paintings, 
pottery and other objects that have 
been donated to the museum over the 
years. When the building was built in 
2004, the collection was quite small 
in comparison to today. Now we have 
four volunteers on an archive team who 
manage all of it, and they will finally 
have a room to work in and the ability 
to store everything in a better way.

We ask everyone to be patient. This is 
a huge undertaking for an organiza-
tion that is essentially managed by 
volunteers. Everyone has been working 
so hard to bring this new Mandarin 
Museum to life and it will be a special 
gift to the entire community. We look 
forward to a celebration of completion 
and reopening. Stay tuned.

Sandy Arpen is a volunteer with the 
Mandarin Museum & Historical Society. 
Visit www.mandarinmusem.net for more 
information about Mandarin’s history 
and Mandarin Museum & Historical 
Society information.

Briefs

Mandarin Women’s Club welcomes Jay 
Fund Foundation speaker
Due to Thanksgiving, the Mandarin 
Women’s Club’s November luncheon will 
be on the third Thursday of the month, 
Nov. 18, at the Ramada Inn, 3030 Hartley 
Road. The guest speaker will be Keli 
Coughlin Joyce, CEO of the Tom Cough-
lin Jay Fund Foundation. She will speak 
about her father’s foundation and how it 
has helped more than 5,000 families. 

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reserva-
tions for the luncheon are required. 

The luncheon cost is $18 and must 
be received by Thursday, Nov. 11. 
Call Susie at (904) 262-8981 or email 
spm104@aol.com to make reservations 
and obtain payment instructions. Visit 
www.mandarinwomensclub.com for 
more information on events and mem-
bership forms.

Mandarin Community Club to collect 
holiday greetings for military
The Mandarin Community Club will col-
lect holiday card greetings for servicemen 
and women again this year. Distribution 
will be through the Holiday Mail for He-
roes program sponsored by the American 
Red Cross. The entire community is 
invited to join the Mandarin Community 
Club in this endeavor.

 A collection box designed for this purpose 
will be placed at the front door of the 
Mandarin Community Club building, 
12447 Mandarin Road, from Nov. 1 – 12. 
Those wishing to participate can also bring 
their cards to the annual Wreath Laying 
Ceremony on Nov. 7 at the Billard Com-
memorative Park.

Note these few guidelines per the Ameri-
can Red Cross:
• Both commercial and homemade 

cards are welcome.
• Cards not in envelopes are preferred. 

If you feel you want to use an enve-
lope, do not seal it or write on the 
envelope itself.

• Please no glitter or confetti in cards.
• Please respect our servicemen and 

women by keeping messages positive 
and uplifting.

• Please do not sign your last name or 
use your address.

• Please do not select or make cards 
with religious images or messages.

See the "News and events" section at 
mandarincommunityclub.org or call (904) 
268-1622 for more information.

Photo courtesy Mandarin Women’s Club

Approximately 100 members attended the club’s September luncheon at the Ramada Inn.

Mandarin Museum cont. from pg. 1

Photo courtesy Sandy Arpen

The brand new Maple Leaf exhibit room under construction in October.

3760 Kori Road • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

Industrial

Affordable Water solutions for 
your home with the best customer 

service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

You know I’m always here  with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly great 
rates for everyone. Call me for a quote to see how 
much you can save. You might be surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting 
requirements.

Briefs  cont. on pg. 15
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FBF Meet Teddy!

Best Furry Friend
of the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was Sugar Bear Antiques Mall. 
Our winner was Natalie Davis. Congratulations!

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Call  Rebecca Thomson 724-968-7602
to reserve your advertising space!
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Answers: A. autumn  B. leaves  C. pumpkin  D. brisk

Breed: 
Yorkshire terrier with something  

else (we are not exactly sure the other  
part of him is).

Favorite Activity: 
Running around the house with his green 

squeaky toy in his mouth.
Favorite Treat: 

Unknown.
Favorite Friend: 

Dusty the dog and favorite human is Mya. 
How did your BFF get his name: 
Because he looks like a teddy bear.

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

JOB FAIR
Wednesday, November 10, 2021

1:00PM – 4:00PM
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Hiring for Dining and Nursing positions including 
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St Johns
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd
(next to Publix)
904.230.3242
wbu.com/jacksonville

Jax Beach
4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)
904.246.6832
wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

Coming Soon!
World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
wwbu.com/staugustine
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11/26/21 11/27/21

Black Friday & Small Business
Saturday only

Senior 
NewsLine, 
pages 7 – 12



Page 4 | MandarinNewsLine November 2021

What’s Going On in Mandarin? 
A modified calendar of eventsNovember Community Calendar

Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 
1:30 p.m. as of Nov. 2 at Mandarin Park. 
The courts are at the park entrance next 
to the tennis courts. Try to get there a 
few minutes early for court assignments. 
Beginners are welcome. Just show up (a 
few minutes before playing time), unless 
it rains.

The Rotary Club of Northeast Flor-
ida Duval Dinner Team meets every 
Tuesday evening at 6 p.m. in the private 
room at The Athenian Owl Restaurant, 
located at 9551 Baymeadows Road. 
There is always an interesting speaker 
as listed on our webpage: neflrotary-
duvaldinnerteam.com. Each person 
pays for their own meal and guests are 
welcome.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those 
who enjoy knitting, crocheting and 
looming (with all items donated to 
charity) meets every Wednesday from 10 
a.m. – 12 p.m. at the outside eating area 
at Belgian Sweet House Bistro, 12276 
San Jose Blvd. (next to Harbor Chase). 
Visit the group’s Facebook page (Playing 
HOOKie) or email playinghookie31@
gmail.com for more information.

The Italian American Club of Jackson-
ville announces a club social on Nov. 1 
at 1 p.m., the Board of Directors meet-
ing on Nov. 3 at 6:30 p.m., a general 
membership meeting on Nov. 14 at 1 
p.m., and the ever-popular Spaghetti to 
Go on Nov. 19 from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. All 
activities are at the club building, 2838 

Westberry Road. Visit www.iacofjack-
sonville.com or call (904) 586-2700 for 
more information.

The Honeybee Quilters Guild will 
meet on Tuesday, Nov. 2 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Mandarin Presbyterian Church in the 
loft on the County Dock Road side of 
the church at 2501 Loretto Road. Col-
leen will be teaching about edge to edge 
machine embroidery. Masks are optional. 
New members/guests welcome. Visit 
honeybeequilters.org for more informa-
tion.

The Jacksonville Camera Club will 
meet on Nov. 3 and Nov. 17. On Nov. 
3, Bronwyn Horvath, an accomplished 
photographer, will present “12 Tips for 
Better Travel Photography.” On Nov. 
17, the results for images entered in the 
club’s final digital contest for 2021 will 
be presented. Visit jax.jaxcameraclub.
com for more information and meeting 
location updates.

The Friends of South Mandarin 
Library will have a book sale at the 
South Mandarin Library, Nov. 4, 5, and 
6, featuring a variety of books, CDs and 
DVDs, all priced at $2. All the sales 
will benefit educational and children’s 
programs.

The Mandarin Garden Club will host 
its 12th annual Craft Fair on Nov. 6 
from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the club, located 
at 2892 Loretto Road. The Masons will 
have barbecue available and the cafe will 

sell baked goods. Many plants as well 
as all types of crafts (Nativity sets, bird 
houses and gourds, handmade wood 
items, framed photography, floral items, 
candles, soaps, homemade sewing items, 
original art, wine, sterling silver and 
beaded jewelry, blankets, scarves, home 
décor, stepping stones, metal décor, 
painted trays, candy, greeting cards) will 
be for sale. The Craft Fair is free and 
open to the public; CDC guidelines will 
be followed.

Jacksonville Chapter DAR will meet 
on Tuesday, Nov. 9 at 11 a.m. at Blue 
Fish Restaurant for lunch. The cost is 
$24 and the speaker will be CDR (Ret.) 
Deorah Geanuleas, "Eight Women On 
the Wall." Prospective members are 
welcome. RSVP via email to DarJack-
sonvillechapter@gmail.com or (904) 
333-5222. Zoom is available.

The All Star Quilters Guild will meet at 
10 a.m. on Monday, Nov. 15 at the First 
Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. 
The program is “What’s New or Repur-
posed.” Guests are welcome, but masks 
are required. Christmas quilt raffle tickets 
are available for $1 each. Visit www.
allstarquilters.org for more information.

The Mandarin Women’s Club will wel-
come The Jay Fund Foundation on Nov. 
18 at the Ramada Inn Mandarin. Doors 
open at 10:30 a.m. Reservations are due 
by Nov. 11; email spm104@aol.com or 
(904) 262-8981.

4235 Sunbeam Road, Jacksonville, FL 32257
 www.MillenniumPhysician.com

 

Wissam Shaya, M.D.
Welcome

Connect Today!
(904) 322-8535 

 • Walk-Ins Welcome
 • Same-Day Appointments
 • Annual Wellness Visits
 • On-site X-Ray
 • Also speaks French and Arabic
 • Medicare, Medicare Advantage & 
most major insurance accepted 

Dr. Wissam Shaya Family Medicine

Annual Wreath 
Laying Ceremony 
scheduled
The Mandarin Community Club will 
hold its annual Wreath Laying Cer-
emony in honor of Veterans Day on 
Sunday, Nov. 7 at 1 p.m. in the Billard 
Commemorative Park adjacent to the 
club building, 12447 Mandarin Road. 
This event is open to the public and 
the community is invited to attend. 
Limited seating will be available. Visit 
mandarincommunityclub.org for more 
information.

Photo courtesy Lynn Cuda
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Academics, Arts, Athletics   
and Activities for All.

Students Discover Their Passions,  
Learn and Grow—All at Bolles.

PARENTS CAN BE 

CONFIDENT THEIR 

CHILD IS GETTING 

A SUCCESSFUL 

EDUCATION THAT  

WILL PREPARE  

THEM FOR LIFE.

Bolles.org

Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School.
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with Jacksonville City Council Member  
Michael Boylan, District 6Q A& with Duval County School Board Member  

Lori Hershey, District 7Q A&

11/30/2021 11/30/2021

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name 
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Q: Can you shed any light on the 
decision to not pick up recyclables 
curbside?
A: This was a decision of the city’s 
administration — to suspend recycling 
pickups to allow Waste Pro to allocate 
all its trucks to address the yard waste 
issue. We continue to have delays in 
yard waste pick up, but I think things 
are improving. This is not a permanent 
solution and I expect the suspension of 
recycling pick up to be six months or 
less.

Q: How can residents continue to 
recycle items during this time?
A: There are 14 different sites where 
residents can bring their recyclables for 
drop off at no cost. The closest one for 
Mandarin residents is Palmetto Leaves 
Regional Park, 5760 Greenland Road. 
Hours for recycling drop off are Mon-
day through Saturday from sunrise to 
sunset. Visit www.coj.net/welcome/
docs/recycling-faq-s-version-2.aspx for 
more details on how to drop off recy-
clables.

Q: What is the work being done on 
the wooden pedestrian bridge on Pine 
Acres Road?
A: Maintenance is being performed on 
this pedestrian bridge to replace the 
wooden planking, clean and repaint the 
handrailing, and adjust the approach 
sidewalks to correct the lip alignments. 
Construction is anticipated to be com-
pleted in November 2021.

Q: What is the latest information 
on the Julington Creek Road bridge 
rehabilitation?
A: Currently, design of repairs to both 
bridge approach slabs and repair of the 
sunken approach pavement and side-
walks is in progress. Plans are anticipat-
ed to be 100 percent complete in fall of 
2021. Following that, advertisement for 
construction will take place in winter of 
2021 and project completion is antici-

pated in fall 2022. 

Q: Will there be a sidewalk on Loretto 
Road between Mandarin Road and 
County Dock Road?
A: There is a project underway to add a 
sidewalk in this location. Survey work is 
complete and final design is underway.

Q: Do you have an update on the 
old Famous Amos site on San Jose 
Boulevard?
A: The building was sold and was paint-
ed yellow — and then it was never in 
operation. Now it is painted white, but 
it will still operate as a medical cannabis 
facility, just under different ownership.

Q: Can you give any insight into 
your decision to resign from the Safer 
Together committee?
A:The focus on this series of workshops 
was supposed to be on the relationship 
between the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office 
(JSO) and the community it serves. 
What happened was the project was 
commandeered by a group with its own 
agenda, and it drove a wedge between 
JSO and my colleagues — so much so 
that moving forward, even with a civilian 
policy review board, was very unlikely. 
Unfortunately, what’s lost in all this is 
the hard work we put into this process 
over the last year. I’m disappointed, but 
I’m sure this isn't the last time we will be 
looking to improve this situation.

[Editor’s Note: We published an error 
in the date of the upcoming special 
election for the City Council At Large 
Group 3 seat. The Special Unitary First 
Election will be held Dec. 7, 2021. The 
Special Unitary General Election will be 
held Feb. 22, 2022. We are sorry for any 
inconvenience.]

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?
A: Community members can email me 
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
5206.

Q: Can you give an update on the pool 
construction at Atlantic Coast High 
School?
A:  The design phase is set to begin in Fall 
2021, with construction scheduled to start 
in Fall 2022.

Q: What is the district doing to improve 
air quality at Mandarin area schools?

A: Work is being done to the air filtration 
systems of schools throughout District 
7. The timeline for these improvements, 
which include the replacement of current 
MERV-8 (Minimum Efficiency Reporting 
Value) with new MERV-13 level filters is: 
In October, installation is scheduled for 
Bartram Springs Elementary, Greenland 
Pines Elementary, Twin Lakes Academy 
Elementary, Mandarin Oaks Elementary, 
Mandarin Middle, and Twin Lakes Acad-
emy Middle. In November, installation is 
scheduled for Loretto Elementary, Crown 
Point Elementary, Mandarin High and 
Atlantic Coast High. 

Q: Do you have any news about the 
new principal at Atlantic Coast High 
School?
A: The former principal accepted a posi-
tion with the district office in professional 
development, so Atlantic Coast High 
School has a new principal, Michael 
George. He is from New Orleans and is 
excited to be at Atlantic Coast. On Oct. 
12, we hosted an opportunity for parents 

to meet the new principal and learn more 
about him. I’d like to thank all the parents 
who attended.

Q: What can you tell us about the traffic 
situation at Mandarin High School [as 
of interview date of Oct. 14]?
A: I am well aware of the traffic problems 
at Mandarin High School that have been 
ongoing since the start of the school year. 
I appreciate everyone who has reached 
out. I have been working with Council 
Member Boylan and the city and with our 
school police who have been working with 
the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office. Traffic 
studies have been done and I am awaiting 
the report. We are all working together to 
remedy this situation.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 7?
A: On Oct. 16, Twin Lakes Academy 
Elementary School hosted a Farm Share 
event. We had more than 50 volunteers 
show up to help, many of them students 
from Twin Lakes Academy Elementary’s 
Green Team, Twin Lakes Academy 
Middle School and Atlantic Coast High 
School, as well as parents and commu-
nity members. We were able to help 400 
families.

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 390-
2375.

Photo courtesy Lori Hershey

Volunteers organized, bagged and distributed food items at the Farm Share event at Twin Lakes Academy Elementary.
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Retire in style
at Starling!
Our residents are unique – and so are their lives. Starling’s 
senior living communities offer a range of retirement lifestyles 
that will keep you active, social and feeling right at home. 

Whether you’re sampling the gourmet dining options, 
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, 
Starling is all about what matters: embracing life with friends, 
family and community.

StarlingAtSanJose.com | Assisted Living Facility #12887 | Follow Us on Facebook

Luxury senior living is just a call away.

904.299.8295
9075 SAN JOSE BLVD

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32257

Mandarin Senior 
Center holds grand  
re-opening 
ceremony
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Wednesday, Oct. 13, the Mandarin 
Senior Center celebrated its grand re-
opening with a ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny, speakers, and refreshments. 

Former City Council Member Dick 
Kravitz, who represented the district 
when the center first opened in 1990, 
City Council Member Michael Boylan, 
who now represents the district, and 
Gloria Crawford, the Chief of Senior 
Services all spoke about how fortunate 
the Mandarin community is to have 
such a center and how it continues to 
enrich the lives of many.

The Mandarin Senior Center on Hartley 
Road is open Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. and offers activities 
in the newly remodeled and expanded 
building. All activities and services are 

free. A cold breakfast is available at 9 
a.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays, and a warm lunch is offered 
daily at noon. Seniors can participate in 
a variety of activities including chair vol-
leyball, chair yoga, bingo, exercise classes, 
square dancing, knitting, ceramics, and 
wii sports. Plans for November include 
a member’s only Thanksgiving lunch on 
Thursday, Nov. 11 at 12 p.m. with a $2 
per person charge and a 31st Anniversary 
Celebration on Thursday, Nov. 18 at 11 
a.m. For more information on all activi-
ties and events, contact the Mandarin 
Senior Center at (904) 255-6750.

Medicare Open Enrollment is here
By John Risler
mail@floridanewsline.com

It’s check-up time. Before a long road 
trip, do you check the tire pressure, belts 
and hoses, coolant? Before leaving the 
dock, do you assure sufficient life vests, 
fishing tackle, bait is on board? How 
about a trip to the beach — towel, cooler, 
sunblock?
Now is the time to check your Medicare 
health coverage. The Medicare Open 
Enrollment Period for Medicare ben-
eficiaries, also known as OEP, began on 
Oct. 15 and continues through Dec. 
7. The sooner you start your review of 
coverage the better. This allows time for 
comparison, evaluation, counseling, and 
changing.
Begin by getting out your insurance 
cards. This includes your Medicare card, 
Supplemental Insurance card, Medicare 
Advantage Plan insurance card, and 
perhaps your Medicaid card. Next get 
out your drug plan card, if you have one, 
and a list of your current medications. 
Finally dig out your Medicare Summary 
Notices (MSNs) or Explanation of Ben-
efits (EOBs) that have arrived in the past 
several months.
With this information in hand you can 
better understand what went well during 
the year, where you had difficulties, and if 
you wish you had made a different plan 
selection decision last fall.
You will also want to confirm that your 
current favorite primary provider and spe-
cialist will be accepting the same plans in 
2021. Is your pharmacy still the preferred 
one for your plan? Are your drugs all 

covered by your plan? This may require 
changing plans or providers.
Further, you should determine if your 
financial situation has changed. Are your 
current plans still within your budget? 
Do you need to reduce your costs? Do 
you qualify for, and need to apply for, 
premium assistance with Medicare Part B 
or Part D?
These are just some of the questions that 
comprise a thorough Medicare coverage 
check-up. Now is the time to start!
Confused? Overwhelmed? Unsure? There 
is help available as close as your computer 
or telephone. Medicare.gov is a user-
friendly website with a convenient Plan 
Finder Tool that can guide you through 
the options available.
You can also call the ElderSource 
Program, SHINE (“Serving the Health 
Insurance Needs of Elders”) Program. 
This program offers free, independent 
and unbiased counseling with the goal of 
helping people find the best information 
possible to make important healthcare 
decisions.
SHINE volunteers are not insurance 
brokers, but rather specifically trained 
guides to help enrollees understand the 
possible changes they can make to their 
Medicare plans. This year, older adults 
may need additional guidance on cover-
age options because of the impacts of the 
COVID-19.
An ElderSource SHINE volunteer may 
be reached by calling (888) 242-4464.
John Risler is an ElderSource SHINE 
volunteer. 

Photo courtesy Margo Crafton

Dignitaries cut the ribbon at the Mandarin Senior Center’s Grand Re-Opening: Tomeraine Pierre, Site Coordinator; Dick 
Kravitz, Former City Council Member 1987-1995; Michael Boylan, City Council Member District 6; Luci McCracken, Site 

Council Chairperson; and Gloria Crawford, Chief of Senior Services.

Attendees of the grand re-opening enter the Mandarin 
Senior Center.
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Turn to ElderSource for Senior Support
and Caregiver Resources 

Get or Give Help From Home

Aging and Disability
Resource Center
HelpLine  

 

 

CALL: 904-391-6699 
Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
myeldersource.org

Caring Connections
Telephone
Reassurance Program

If you’re feeling lonely, sign up to 
receive friendly telephone calls 
from a volunteer. If you are looking 
to volunteer to make a difference 
in the life of a senior, here’s your 
opportunity!

The ElderSource HelpLine is the 
place to start for help if you are a 
senior, an adult living with a disability 
or a caregiver. We are here to listen 
to your concerns and connect you to 
important information and 
resources. Our goal is for you and 
your loved to live as safely and 
independently as possible.  

Call a SHINE counselor
(Serving Health Insurance Needs of 
Elders) for free, unbiased help with 
all of your Medicare benefits
questions.

Get Help with
Medicare
Questions

Are you caregiver feeling stressed? 
Call for information about a special 
program to prevent caregiver 
burnout.

Caregiver
Support

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

WHAT MAKES OUR 
RESIDENTS HAPPY?

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating 
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at 
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life 
Plan Community o� ers a stunning natural setting 
with spacious garden apartments and villa homes and 
an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy 
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare 
services, if they should be needed. 

Discover all there is to be happy about —
call us at (904) 861-6425 today!

“If I were still in my house I would not be 
doing half of what I’m doing here. And I’ve 

never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

The basics of long-term care insurance
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Many older adults get some peace of mind 
by taking steps to finance long-term care 
should they become incapable of living 
independently.

LT Care Consumer, a health care advisory 

company, says 70 percent of people over 
age 65 will require some type of care at 
some point in their lives. According to the 
2017 Cost of Care study by Genworth Fi-
nancial, the average annual cost for a pri-
vate room at a nursing home is $97,455. 
Such costs illustrate why long-term care 

insurance can be a wise investment.

Long-term care, or LTC, encompasses 
services and support that assist individuals 
with the activities of daily living, which 
include bathing, eating, dressing, toileting, 
and more. In addition, LTC may support 
needs such as caring for pets, household 
chores, medicine management, and meal 
preparation. LTC may be provided by 
specialized assisted living facilities or by 
in-home care workers.

The resource Long Term Care Primer 
advises that individuals typically must 
fund their own long-term care. Many 
facilities are not subsidized by government 
assistance programs under Medicare in 
the United States. Medicaid may step in 
for certain individuals who are of limited 
means, but that assistance may be exclu-
sive to those living in skilled nursing facili-
ties. That means the bulk of paying for 
long-term care rests on the individual.

Long-term care insurance can pay for care 
to treat chronic health conditions and 
meet personal needs over an extended 
period of time. This is known as custodial 
care. Individuals who have habits or health 

issues that could result in the need for 
LTC in the future should look into LTC 
insurance. LTC insurance also can be a 
sound investment for individuals who 
cannot afford extended nursing care out-
of-pocket.

The Ohio Department of Insurance notes 
that policies may vary, but they typically 
include a deductible or elimination period, 
which is a time when the policy holder is 
liable for payment before the insurance 
begins. Policies typically include a daily 
benefit as well. This is the maximum 
amount the insurance company will pay 
toward each day in the nursing facility; the 
policy holder may be responsible for the 
difference. Policies also include a benefit 
period, or the length of time the policy 
will pay the daily benefit, which can be a 
few years or a lifetime.

Individuals also have other options in 
regard to securing long-term care. Care.
com says comprehensive LTC policies, 
combination policies and riders to current 
life insurance policies may help aug-
ment long-term care needs. Because LTC 

Long-term care insurance cont. on pg. 10
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*Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, square footage, and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. Square footage/acreage/dimensions shown is only an estimate and actual square footage/acreage/dimensions will differ. Garage sizes may vary from home to 
home and may not accommodate all vehicles. Existing and proposed amenities for the community are subject to changes, substitutions and/or deletions without notice. Visit Lennar.com or see a Lennar New Home Consultant for further details and disclaimers. This is not an offer in states where 
prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright © 2021 Lennar Corporation. Lennar, the Lennar logo, Everything’s Included, and the Everything’s Included logo are U.S. registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. CBC1257529. 12/21

Visit: StillwaterGolfClub.com

Call: 844.556.3618

. A 55+ ACTIVE ADULT COMMUNITY

. 18-HOLE BUNDLED GOLF COURSE DESIGNED BY BOBBY WEED 

. TENNIS, PICKLE & BOCCE COURTS 

. TOPTRACER DRIVING RANGE

. RESORT-STYLE POOL WITH ON-SITE RESTAURANT 

 St. Johns County’s New Golf & Country Club
MODEL HOMES NOW OPEN

SCHEDULE A TOUR
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Schedule your personalized  
experience today!

Happiness
Never Tasted So Good

(904) 584-9806 
HarborChase.com

12350 San Jose Blvd 
Jacksonville, FL 32223

ALF#13126

4060 SAN PABLO PKWY, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32224

It’s time. Time for Vibrant, fun, stylish Independent Living in a perfect 

Jacksonville location. It’s time for retirement living that the living at home 

just can’t compete with. Take a private tour and taste life among friends, 

with world-class dining, a poolside cabana, spa, sports, hobbies, the 

arts, entertainment – all the things you’ve talked about doing that now 

you can.

Take two minutes and schedule a private tour. Have a bite of the Chef’s 

cuisine on us. Get your first choice of floor plans. It’s time you made  

a move.

NOW OPEN

A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

WindsorPointeJAX.com NO BUY-IN

2368 Research Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

CALL TO PLAN YOUR  
PRIVATE TOUR.  

(904) 490-6300

Windsor Pointe of Jacksonville Vibrant Independent Living

insurance — and paying for health care in 
general — can be quite confusing, people 
are urged to speak to professionals about 
their options and whether LTC insurance 
is necessary. A 2014 study by the Center 
for Retirement Research at Boston Col-
lege estimated that only 20 to 30 percent 
of people would benefit from a policy. 
Researchers concluded that, while many 
people do need long-term care, they may 
not need it for an extended period of time 

and may be able to cover their care with 
their own savings. Furthermore, the cost 
for policies may be $2,000 a year, which is 
a concern for some people.

Individuals who purchase LTC insurance 
should know that medical underwriting 
for policies can be extensive. Coverage 
may be denied for current or past health 
conditions. Most people find that the best 
age at which to buy LTC insurance is in 
one's mid-50s. Healthy individuals may be 
eligible for discounts on LTC premiums.

Long-term care insurance cont. from pg. 8

Senior living facility receives grant
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com 

River Garden received a first time grant 
from the Grace H. Osborn Endowment at 
The Community Foundation for Northeast 
Florida. The $10,000 grant was awarded to 
assist with the reopening of the Adult 
Day Program (ADP) and specifically 
address challenges precipitated by 
COVID-19 isolation. 

River Garden has served the com-
munity successfully through its 
innovative outpatient Adult Day 
Program for almost 30 years. The 
program enables seniors to live at 
home longer by providing activities, 
meals and supportive personal care 
services for individuals with demen-
tia and other chronic illnesses. ADP was 
closed from March 2020 until it reopened 
on July 19, 2021. 

The plans to reinvigorate the program 
involve a focused and holistic approach to 
activity programming, evaluating all current 
activities against the six dimensions of Het-

tler’s Model of Wellness (physical, spiritual, 
social, emotional, occupational and intel-
lectual), as well as considering the functional 
capacity of the participant. Funding from the 
grant will enhance the Frisch Family Pavilion 
and wander walk area with more outdoor 

seating and shade, purchase equipment to 
upgrade interaction with more hands-on 
activities, and provide extra educational op-
portunities for staff through the Teepa Snow 
Positive Approach to Care Organization.

Visit www.rivergarden.org for more infor-
mation.

Photo courtesy River Garden 

River Garden has served the community successfully through its 
innovative outpatient Adult Day Program for almost 30 years.
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Convenient World Golf Village area location 
minutes from great golf courses, I-95, and 

just a short drive to downtown St. Augustine, 
Jacksonville & miles of area beaches!

4 Model Homes Open Daily!
Located off Int’l Golf Pkwy just east of I-95

Resort style amenities 
NOW OPEN including 
community pool, 
kitchen, fire pit, 
fitness room, covered 
pavilion, bocce ball, 
pickleball & dog park

*Home and community information, including pricing, included features, terms, availability and amenities, are subject to change and prior sale at any time without notice or obligation. 
**D.R. Horton agrees to pay the Freedom Homes HOA assessment fee for one year from the date of closing. Excludes CDD & Capital Contributions. The Lot Assessment will vary each 
year based on the budget adopted by the HOA. If expenses for operation of the HOA increase, the Lot Assessment for which the homebuyer is responsible will increase. By 
taking title to a home, homebuyer agrees to be responsible for payment of the actual lot assessment even as it may increase in the future. Pictures, photographs, floor plans, 
elevations, features, colors and sizes are approximate for illustration purposes only and will vary from the homes as built. CBC058997 ©2021 D.R.Horton, Inc. All rights reserved.

792 Parkland Trail, St. Augustine, FL 32092
Directions: From I-95 take exit 323 for International 
Golf Pkwy west toward 9 Mile road approximately .5 

mile to community on the left at Parkland Trail.

Active Adult Living in St. Augustine!

Gated Community • Lawn Maintenance
Great Amenities • Lifestyle Director

Your Lifestyle Destination

55+
New

Community
HOA Fees Paid 

for 1 Year!**

PARKLAND
PRESERVE

at World Golf Village
New Homes From The Mid $300’s*

Please visit our Information Center 
or call (904) 575-2028

How to confront the potential onset of memory loss
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

No two individuals are the same, but 
many men and women encounter 
similar changes as they approach their 
golden years. As adults get closer to 
retirement, their eyeglass prescriptions 
may need to get a little stronger and 
their workouts may need to be a little 
less intense as their bodies adjust to 
the physical challenges of aging.

Many changes associated with aging 
don't affect seniors' ability to live 
independently; however, one common 
concern for older adults is the poten-
tial decline of their cognitive health, 
which can compromise their ability to 
get through their daily lives without 
some form of assistance.

According to the National Institute 
on Aging, many older adults worry 
about memory loss as they age. The 
Alzheimer's Association notes that 
voicing concerns about memory loss 
can make those worries seem more 
real. That fear may compel some aging 
men and women to write off memory 

loss as a minor side effect of getting 
older. And in many instances, memory 
loss is not severe and not indicative of 
the onset of dementia or Alzheimer's 
disease. However, the Alzheimer's As-
sociation notes how important it is for 
aging men and women to seek sup-
port if they are concerned about their 
memory or any changes in the way 
they're thinking or behaving. Doctors 
can be invaluable resources for aging 
men and women, offering tips on how 
to confront memory loss and recom-
mending strategies that can improve 
cognitive function.

The Alzheimer's Association recom-
mends aging adults take a three-
pronged approach to memory loss the 
moment they notice any changes in 
their memory or behaviors.

1. Assess the situation.

Start making a list of any changes you 
notice each day. Changes could be 
related to memory, thought patterns 
or behaviors. Note anything that feels 
abnormal or is causing you concern.

A good assessment also will involve 
careful consideration of any and all 
potential factors that may be behind 
your concerns. Is something other 
than aging going on? Family stress or 
a recently diagnosed medical condi-
tion can lead to the same issues many 
people associate with dementia or 
Alzheimer's.

The Alzheimer's Association lists 10 
warning signs for Alzheimer's at www.
alz.org/10signs. Familiarize yourself 
with these signs to see how they line 
up with how you're feeling.

Take note of anyone who has shared 
concerns about your memory loss, 
thought patterns or behaviors. It's not 
always easy to hear loved ones express 
such concerns, but they should not be 
ignored.

2. Have a conversation.

The Alzheimer's Association notes 
that many people find it helpful to 
discuss their concerns with a loved one 
rather than going it alone. Don't delay 

such conversations, but try to figure 
out how you will approach them in 
advance.

After discussing your concerns with 
a trusted loved one, ask this person 
to accompany you when you discuss 
these concerns with your doctor. Hav-
ing a loved one accompany you when 
visiting the doctor can calm your 
nerves, and this person can serve as a 
backup who can ask the doctor any 
questions or share any concerns you 
may forget to ask or bring up.

If a loved one says your concerns 
sound like normal aging but you still 
want to seek more support, don't 
hesitate to contact another friend or 
family member.

3. Reach out for help.

The Alzheimer's Association is a reli-
able source of information that can 
be accessed online at www.alz.org and 
over the phone at 800.272.3900. Indi-
viduals also can find local resources by 
visiting www.alz.org/CRF.
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The Adult Day Program (ADP) at River Garden 
offers a purposeful, safe environment for 
seniors who require extra support. It also 
provides a worry-free time during the week, 
allowing caregivers to work or manage other 
appointments.

Schedule a Visit Today
(904) 288.7858 
RiverGarden.org

Additional Services
• Outpatient therapies, as ordered
• Primary care from on-site physicians
• Barber, salon and personal care

Exceptional Care 

From Generation 
to Generation

Lifestyle approaches to 
managing diabetes
By Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN, CLC, FAND and Caroline Jury BS
mail@floridanewsline.com

Nutrition 
Check
November is Diabetes Awareness 
Month, so this article lists strategies 
to prevent and manage your diabetes. 
According to the American Diabetes 
Association, about 11.8 percent of the 
adult population in Florida, approxi-
mately two million Floridians, have 
been diagnosed with diabetes. About 
546,000 people don't even know that 
they have diabetes, which puts them at 
greater health risk. Diabetes can have 
major negative long-term impacts in-
cluding heart disease and kidney disease, 
if not appropriately managed.  

Managing diabetes can be challenging; 
sometimes, you may feel overwhelmed. 
Having diabetes means that you need 
to check your blood sugar levels often, 
make healthy choices, be physically ac-
tive, remember to take your medicine, 
and make other good decisions about 
your health several times a day. I also 
recommend working with a Registered 
Dietitian Nutritionist or joining a 
Diabetes Prevention Program; you can 
ask your family physician for referrals to 
both.

Here are Five Care Strategies to help 
manage diabetes

1.  Small changes
• Drink plenty of water; try swapping 

a sugary beverage (tea, soda) for 
water

• Eat healthy snacks in between meals 
like a piece of fruit, handful of nuts, 
or a cheese stick to prevent hypogly-
cemia (low blood sugar)

2. Eat healthily
• Consult with a Registered Dietitian 

Nutritionist and use MyPlate as a 
guide for your meals. Variety and 
type of carbohydrates matter, so 
learning portion sizes and carbohy-
drate quality are key to success.

3. Keep moving
• Work you way up to walking for at 

least 30 minutes a day to help man-
age your blood sugar

• Exercise maximizes your own body’s 
insulin. Consult with your primary 
care provider before participating in 
any exercise activities.

4. Monitor blood sugar. Blood glucose 
changes throughout the day; what you 
eat, how your hormones react, and your 
activity level affect it.
• Most healthcare providers suggest you 

test four times a day: before breakfast 
and two hours after each meal.

• Use a logbook to record the results 
of each blood glucose reading.

• If needed, take your medication.

5. Take time to breathe. Take time to 
relax and unwind at the end of a busy 
day or anytime you feel overwhelmed.
• Deeply and slowly inhale and 

exhale.
• Repeat the process about four times.

Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN, 
CLC, FAND is an assistant professor in 
the Department of Nutrition and Dietet-
ics, Brooks College of Health, University of 
North Florida.

Mandarin NewsLine needs YOU!
Send us your community news!

editor@floridanewsline.com
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Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD
Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD
Dr. Jeanette Hanna, DMD
Dr. Andrew Fowler, DMD
Dr. Sydney Fowler, DMD
Dr. Annie Vu, DDS

Dr. Dennis Mahan, Oral Surgery
Dr. Anette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics
Dr. Allison Johnson, Pediatric Dentist
Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics

travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLife
Get to Know . . . By Martie Thompson

editor@floridanewsline.com

Sandy Mitten considers herself 
just an “ordinary person” … but 
she has certainly done extraor-
dinary things. Originally from 
Milwaukee, Wis., she joined the 
Navy right after graduating from 
high school in 1959, at a time when 
there weren’t many women signing up. 
She was assigned to the legal depart-
ment while awaiting entrance into radio 
school, but in the meantime got married 
and then pregnant. Her Navy career 
ended just 18 months after it began, as 
she was honorably discharged with the 
reason of “pregnancy,” due to the standard 
at the time. She never made it to radio 
school. Fast forward about 14 years later, 
and she had three children and two ex-
husbands. She joined the Coast Guard 
Reserve and then retired as a Chief Petty 
Officer in 2001. In between, she was 
called up with her unit, the first reserve 
unit in the history of the United State 
Coast Guard to be activated, to be part of 
Operation Desert Storm. She was the first 
Coast Guard woman to serve overseas in 
a combat role — at age 49. Her poignant 
letter from Saudi Arabia to her mother 
was featured in a book by Andrew Carroll 
entitled “War Letters” and she was further 
honored this past summer to receive the 
Woman of Valor pin, given to just 10 
women, and the Military Women’s Living 
Legend Award. She has nine grandchil-
dren and is “head flocker” for her five 
tropical birds and “Grandma” to her cat, 
Lola Folana.

Q: Why did you join the Coast Guard 
Reserve?
A: It was 1974 and I had just moved back 
to Milwaukee as a single mother with my 
young children. I got a factory job with 

Briggs and Stratton, but I was looking 
ahead to retirement so I decided to join 
the Naval Reserve. The recruiter I talked 
to told me that I would require too many 
waivers — age, young children, and too 
long of a break since my service — so 
he recommended I try the Coast Guard 
Reserve.

Q: What were some of your duties with 
the Coast Guard Reserve?
A: I worked in the marine safety office 
first and in 1980 when the Coast Guard 
formed the Rapid Deployment Force, I 
became part of that. There were 87 of us, 
six were women and I was the leading 
female. I was a gunner’s mate and we 
trained as if we were going to war with 
all the other branches of service, thinking 
we would never go to war — but we did. 
The Coast Guard has been involved in 
every United States war since the begin-
ning.

I was called up for training in September 
1990, thinking I’d be home in time for 
my oldest son’s wedding at the end of the 
month. Five days into training we were 
activated and I found myself in Saudi 
Arabia by the time of the wedding. My 
family videoed the wedding and reception 

and sent it to me and told me, “Throw 
your boots on a table and enjoy the wed-
ding.”

I was part of the Port Security Unit 
303 and was a gunner for a .50 
caliber machine gun on a 22 foot 
patrol boat in the Persian Gulf. 
At age 49, I was a grandmother 
and earned the nickname “Gulf 
War Granny.” My tour was for six 

months and then I came home and 
continued serving in the Reserves for 

another 10 years.

Q: How did you come to live in Man-
darin?
A: I moved here in 2010 to be close to my 
children and grandchildren. My home in 
Mandarin was the 21st home I looked at 
when I was house hunting. I like that it 
is not in a homeowners association, it is 
ranch style, and it doesn’t have a swim-
ming pool. I have an associate’s degree in 
ornamental horticulture and I enjoy land-
scaping. My neighbors are very friendly 
and I’m glad I live here.

Q: How did you find out about being 
awarded the Military Women’s Living 
Legend Award?
A: It was a complete surprise to me. I was 
in Washington DC to receive the Woman 
of Valor pin. I had donated one of my 
uniforms to the Military Women’s Me-
morial and while I was there, they took 
pictures of me in front of my displayed 
uniform. That’s when I was told I was also 
being awarded the Living Legend Award. 

I’ve had so many blessings and opportuni-
ties and I remain in awe. 

Q: What do you like to do in your spare 
time?
A: I’m retired, but I’m busy. I maintain 
my own home and yard. I’m a member 
of the River City Dance Club and a very 
active member of Mandarin Lutheran 
Church. I’m at the church volunteering 
three or four times a week. 

Photo courtesy Carron Lucero

Sandy Mitten

Sandy Mitten
JEA offers rebates 
for off peak 
electric vehicle 
charging — and 
new location for 
making payments
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

JEA is launching a new program to sup-
port Jacksonville residents who opt to 
drive electric vehicles. Starting Oct. 1, 
JEA is providing an incentive to electric 
vehicle (EV) owners who charge their 
vehicles during off-peak hours.

Additionally, customers now can make 
their JEA payments at any Walmart lo-
cation. Customers should have their bill 
and / or account number and can pay 
with cash or debit card at Walmart.

The electric vehicle incentive offers JEA 
customers a rebate that roughly equates 
to the electricity needed to drive up to 
2,000 miles per year. The EV Charging 
Rebate is available to any JEA customer 
and electric vehicle owner who charges 
their vehicle at home using a Level 2 
charger. The customer must register for 
the program and limit their charging to 
weeknights or weekends. There are no 
special devices to buy and no specific 
type of charger to install.

Peak hours (the hours to avoid) are 
weekdays from 7 a.m. – 10 p.m.  All 
other times are considered off-peak un-
der the JEA Drive Electric Program.

Visit JEADriveElectric.com to learn 
more about electric vehicles and to ap-
ply for available rebates. Visit JEA.com/
paymentmethods to find a convenient 
payment location near you. 
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Call fo
r pricing 

on our new 

Business Card 

size ads!

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzles

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

• Driveways

• Pavers

• Patios
Catering to the needs of the

homeowner since 2002

• Walkways

• Concrete Removal

• Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

www.floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential - no project too small

Maria Hickman-Diaz
Independent Beauty Consultant 
Shop 24/7 at MaryKay.com/My007beauty
Cell (904) 257-6595 

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel
Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE & MORE

Mandarin Rotary 
Club honors 2021 
Policeman of the Year

The Rotary Club of Mandarin recently honored 
Officer Paul Dew as JSO’s Zone 3 Policeman of 
the Year for 2021. Through highly innovative 
police work, Officer Dew was instrumental in 
identifying and arresting the culprits in an ongo-
ing series of burglaries and larcenies in Zone 3, 
which includes the Mandarin area. The Rotary 
Club annually honors local police officers for their 
exemplary service. The club meets every Tuesday 
morning at the Ramada Inn on Hartley Road or 
via Zoom. If you are interested in learning more 
about the Rotary Club and its social and service 
activities, contact Membership Chairman Wes 
Caldwell at Wes@cmabenefits.com. Pictured is 
Police Officer of the Year Paul Dew accepting a 
plaque from Rotary Club President Liz Shaw, 
along with his Zone Commander, Mark Romano.

Photo courtesy Jock Hart
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THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE 
NOT BEEN SCREENED BY THE 
SOUTHEASTERN ADVERTIS-
ING PUBLISHERS ASSOCIA-
TION (SAPA); Therefore, any 
discrepancies thereof shall 
not be the responsibility 
of the aforementioned as-
sociation.  Your publisher 
has agreed to participate 
in this program and run 
these ads as a service to 
the Southeastern Advertis-
ing Publishers Association.

AUTOMOBILES

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR 
BREAST CANCER! Help United 
Breast Foundation educa-
tion, prevention & support 
programs. FAST FREE PICKUP 
- 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX DE-
DUCTION  1-855-758-6966  (t)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, to-
taled – it doesn' t matter! 
Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS 
too! Call 1-833-238-0340  (t)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
CALL 1-855-972-5518  (m)

Donate your car, truck or van. 
Help veterans find jobs or 
start a business. Call Patri-
otic Hearts Foundation. Fast, 
FREE pick-up. Max tax-deduc-
tion. Operators are standing 
by! Call 1-833-909-0926   (m)

EDUCATION

Train online to do medical 
billing! Become a Medical 
Office Professional at CTI! Get 
trained & certified to work in 
months! 888-572-6790. The 
Mission, Program Information 
and Tuition is located at Ca-
reerTechnical.edu/consum-
er-information. (M-F 8-6 ET)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING! Become a 
Medical Office Professional 
online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in 
months! Call 866-717-8606

Attention Active Duty & Mili-
tary Veterans! Begin a new 
career and earn your Degree 
at CTI! Online Computer & 
Medical training available for 
Veterans & Families! To learn 
more, call 833-970-3466

Attention Active Duty & Mili-
tary Veterans! Begin a new 
career and earn your Degree 
at CTI! Online Computer & 
Medical training available for 
Veterans & Families! To learn 
more, call 844-545-4568  (t)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to 
get the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Grants and 
Scholarships available for 
certain programs for quali-
fied applicants. Call CTI for 
details!  866-455-0151 (t)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING! Become a Medi-
cal Office Professional online 
at CTI! Get Trained, Certified 
& ready to work in months! 

Cal l  855-97 2-3288  ( t )

FINANCIAL

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay 
a fraction of what you owe.  
A+ BBB rated.  Call National 
Debt Relief 866-949-0934.

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? 
Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled tax 
returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
8 4 4 - 6 0 6 - 1 5 5 4  ( H o u r s :  
Mon-Fr i  7am-5pm PST)

Credit Card Debt Relief ! 
Reduce payment by up to 
50%! Get one LOW affordable 
payment/month. Reduce 
interest. Stop calls.  FREE 
no-obligation consulta-
tion Call 833-755-1695  (t)

The COVID crisis has cost us 
all something. Many have 
lost jobs and financial se-
curity. Have $10K In Debt? 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! We can help! 
Get a FREE debt relief quote: 
Call  1-87 7-316-7 129  (m)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 844-405-1099  (m)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Medicare Savings. You may 
qualify for up to $148.00, 
Par t  B premium added 
back to your social secu-
rity check every month. 
Call today, Medicareexplain.
com 800-246-6610  (Place 
Under Health & Medical)

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real 
insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info 
kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy 
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Stroke & Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death according to the 
AHA. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Call Life Line Screening 
to schedule a screening. 
Special offer 5 screenings 
for $149. 1-833-549-4540

Stroke and Cardiovascu-
lar disease are leading 
causes of death, according 
to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can 
provide peace of mind or 
early detection! Contact Life 
Line Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special of-
fer - 5 screenings for just 
$149. Call 1-866-563-3640

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-

ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance – NOT 
just a discount plan. Don't 
wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-833-
424-6043 www.dental50p-
lus.com/cpf #6258    (m)

Don't let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants 
to regain access to their 
entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today!  1-844-994-1745  (m)

Life Alert. One press of a 
button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the 
go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with 
subscription.) CALL 877-354-
1492 FREE Brochure.  (m)

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You and Your Family May Be 
Entitled to Significant Cash 
Award. Call 1-855-635-9214 
for Information. No Risk. No 
Money Out of Pocket.  (t)

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 855-397-7056  (m)

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early 
detection! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 
5 screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-855-708-0597  (m)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guar-
anteed! 1-855-457-9751  (t)

Medicare Savings. You may 
qualify for up to $148.00, 
Par t  B premium added 
back to your social secu-
rity check every month. 
Call today, Medicareexplain.
com 800-246-6610  (Place 
Under Health & Medical)

MISCELLANEOUS

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data   FREE 
Off-Peak Data. FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation 
for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-855-942-3256

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Pre-
pare now. Free 7-year extend-
ed warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-833-953-0224

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a De-
nied Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case managers 
simplify the process & work 
hard to help with your case.  
Call 1-844-408-7325 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention: Oxygen Users!  
Gain freedom with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentrator!  No 
more heavy tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices!  
Call the Oxygen Concentra-
tor Store:  844-866-4793

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers.  Call 
for a free in-home con-
sultation:  87 7-661-6587

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 877-266-9827

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call  Now! 866-507-1326

EXPIRES SOON: Switch to 
DISH + get a 2 YEAR PRICE 
LOCK!! Plus get Free Pre-
mium Channels for 3 mos. 
Free Installation (up to 6 
r o o m s ) !  8 6 6 - 3 9 3 - 1 1 3 4

Credit Card Debt Relief ! 
Reduce payment by up to 
50%! Get one LOW afford-
able payment/month. Re-
duce interest. Stop calls.  
FREE no-obligation consul-
tation Call 866-892-27 73

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Watch your favorite live 
sports, news & entertain-
ment anywhere. One year of 
HBO Max FREE. Directv is #1 
in Customer Satisfaction (JD 
Power & Assoc.) Call for more 
details! (some restrictions 
apply) Call 1-877-666-2821

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-855-913-2156

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 833-566-0676

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 833-957-0862  (t)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-855-706-0484  (m)

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power out-
ages, so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and condi-

tions. 1-855-708-4101  (m)

AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
t ions apply.  Call  us to-
day 1-87 7-568-5045. (m)

AT&T TV - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your 
Favorite Screens. CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 
12months. Stream on 20 de-
vices at once in your home. 
HBO Max FREE for 1 yr (w/
CHOICE Package or higher.) 
Call for more details today! 
(some restrictions apply) 
Call IVS 1-866-460-1886  (m)

Become a published au-
thor! Publications sold at all 
major secular & specialty 
Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing 
for your FREE author submis-
sion kit. 1-844-293-6611  (m)

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services:  Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call for your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-844-
218-1247 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/florida  (m)  

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 1-855-773-0527  (t)

DIRECT V for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your fa-
vorite live sports, news & 
entertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max FREE. 
DirecTV is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & 
Assoc.) Call for more details! 
(some restrictions apply) 
Call 1-844-335-2369  (m)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call to-
day! 1-855-895-7245  (m)

Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $49.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-877-929-1176  (m)

El iminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-866-287-4769  (m)

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data   FREE 
Off-Peak Data. FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation 
for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-855-485-4101  (m)

Need IRS Rel ie f  $10K - 

$125K+ Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness Call 1-855-
908-2440 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST  (t)  

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. 
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 
1-833-304-2083  Hours Mon-
Thu, Sun :  9:30 am to 8:00 
pm Fri :  9:30 am to 2:00 
pm (all times Eastern).  (t)

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-721-1875 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/flma   (m)

4 G  LT E  H o m e  I n t e r -
net Now Available! Get 
GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your ser-
vice with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/
mo! 1-888-708-1498  ( t)

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-888-927-8649

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS 
ON SITE provides FREE diag-
nosis REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE 
DURING COVID19. No home 
visit necessary. $40 OFF with 
coupon 86407! Restrictions 
apply. 1-855-993-4172)  (t)

The Generac PWRcell solar 
plus battery storage sys-
tem. Save money, reduce 
reliance on grid, prepare 
for outages & power your 
home. Full installation ser-
vices. $0 down financing 
option. Request free no obli-
gation quote. 1-855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during power outages, so 
your home & family stay safe 
& comfortable. Prepare now. 

Free 7-yr extended warranty 
$695 value! Request a free 
quote today! Call for terms & 
conditions. 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
free LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Directv Now. No Satellite. 
$40/mo 65 Channels. Stream 
news, live events, sports & on 
demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523

New authors wanted! Page 
Publishing will help self-
publish your book . Free 
author  submission k i t ! 
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of 
data/mo. Ask how to bundle 
& SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

HOME BREAK-INS take less 
than 60 SECONDS. Don' t 
wait! Protect your fam-
ily, your home, your assets 
NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call  866-409-0308

Update your home with 
beauti ful  new blinds & 
shades. Free in-home esti-
mates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Free consultation: 877-212-
7578. Ask about our specials!

Long distance moving: Call  
for a free quote from Amer-
ica’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving! Speak to a relo-
cation specialist 888-721-2194

HughesNet - Finally, super-
fast internet no matter where 
you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/

mo! Unlimited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV 
& Internet . Free Installa-
tion.  Call 866-499-0141

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! 
GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP 
DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL 
F R E E  1 - 8 6 6 - 4 3 3 - 8 2 7 7

DISH TV $64.99 for 190 chan-
nels + $14.95 high speed 
internet. Free installation, 
smart HD DVR included, free 
voice remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Promo expires 
1/21/22 .  1-833-872-2545

Looking for assisted living, 
memory care, or indepen-
dent living? A Place for 
Mom simplifies the process 
of f inding senior l iving 
at no cost to your family. 
Call 1-833-386-1995 today!

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service 
or product is advised by 
this publication. In order 
to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do 
not offer employment but 
rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories 
and other materials designed 
to help their clients establish 
mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance 
or give the client your check-
ing, license ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware of 
ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit 
and note that if a credit repair 
company does business only 
over the phone it is illegal to 
request any money before 
delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dol-
lars. Toll free numbers may 
or may not reach Canada.

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative 
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 
128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  
License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# 
C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registra-
tion# PA069383  Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# 
H-19114

1-855-995-2490CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Protect yourself from vaccination text 
scam
Attorney General Ashley Moody re-
cently issued a Consumer Alert warning 
Floridians of a new COVID-19 vaccina-
tion text scam. There have been reports 
of fraudulent text messages being sent 
to Floridians asking for driver license 
details in order to remake licenses that 
show vaccination status. The text mes-
sages provide a link that sends targets to 
a spoofed Florida Department of High-
way Safety and Motor Vehicles website 
with input boxes requesting Social 
Security and driver license information 
— including a place to upload a photo-

copy of a driver license.

Moody said, “COVID-19 cases have 
decreased drastically across the state, but 
that hasn’t stopped scammers from find-
ing new angles to exploit the pandemic. 
Please be on the lookout for phony 
messages and remember that the Florida 
Department of Highway Safety and Mo-
tor Vehicles will never reach out via text 
and ask for personal information. Florida 
is not updating driver licenses to include 
proof of vaccination — any solicitation 
making this claim is a scam that should 
be reported immediately.”

Florida Department of Highway Safety 
and Motor Vehicles Executive Director 
Terry L. Rhodes said, "The best defense 

against scams like this is to know how 
FLHSMV interacts with our customers. 
We do not text Floridians regarding the 
status of their driver license or request 
personal or medical information via text 
message. If you receive a text asking for 
this information, it is a scam. With only 
the information on your driver license, 
scammers can create many fraudulent 
financial accounts. All under your name, 
all without your knowledge. Do not re-
spond to these texts and do not click on 
the links contained in the text message."

Moody is asking Floridians to follow the 
tips below to avoid these types of impos-
ter scams:
• Know that the FLHSMV is not re-

quiring driver license updates listing 

proof of vaccination;
• Do not automatically trust a number 

listed on a caller ID or in an unsolic-
ited text message;

• Do not post photos of vaccination 
cards or driver licenses online, as 
they can be used to commit identity 
fraud; and

• Avoid clicking on links in a suspi-
cious email or in a text message 
received from an unknown sender.

Report suspicious solicitations or CO-
VID-19 vaccine-related advertisements to 
the Florida Attorney General’s Office by 
calling 1(866) 9NO-SCAM or visiting 
MyFloridaLegal.com.

Briefs cont. from pg. 2
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https://www.carativepsych.com/

843-474-5578

When words are just not enough, 
please think of us.

Jamie Miskell, MSN, APRN, PMHNP-BC.

Dr. Jimmy Glenos Dr. Craig Hadgis

2021

Mandarin Museum & Historical Society 
announces museum openings this month
By Sandy Arpen
mail@floridanewsline.com

In November, the historic buildings 
operated by the Mandarin Museum & 
Historical Society will be open on the 
first and third Saturdays.

The 1875 Webb/
Jones farmhouse, 
1876 Barn, 1898 
St. Joseph's Mission 
Schoolhouse for 
African-American 
Children, and Losco 
Winery log cabin will 
be open from 10 a.m. 
– 2 p.m. on Nov. 
6 and 20 in Walter 
Jones Historical Park, 
11964 Mandarin 
Road. The Mandarin 
Museum, also in the 
park, is closed for 
construction and renovation, but Gift 
Shop items (books, Mandarin Frogs, 
art prints) will be available on the front 
porch when the park buildings are 
open as listed above. 

The 1911 Mandarin Store and Post 

Office will also be open Nov. 20 from 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at 12471 Mandarin 
Road, just a mile west of the park. This 
building is on the National Register of 
Historic It was once the hub of activity 
in Mandarin. 

Note that the 21st Annual Winter 
Celebration planned for Dec. 4 has 
been cancelled. We are sorry to have to 
make this decision

Visit www.mandarinmuseum.net for 
more information.

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum & Historical Society

Mandarin Post Office in the early 1960s.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary update
By Paul Tynda
mail@floridanewsline.com

One of the many missions the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary participates in is ma-
rine safety and environmental protec-
tion. While recreational boating safety 
is our primary job, we have other areas 
we work in to serve the boating public 
and our local community. On Sept. 18, 
Flotilla 14-8 was able to participate in 
the international coastal cleanup and 
managed to remove approximately 
22 pounds of trash and debris from 
Mandarin Park, along the water's edge 
and other high traffic places. Of all the 
trash removed, beverage containers and 
food wrappers were the most common, 
followed by small bits of plastics, foam, 
and paper. It was Flotilla 14-8’s first 
cleanup effort supporting the inter-
national coastal cleanup and it was a 
successful one. We look forward to sup-
porting future cleanup efforts. 

On Nov. 6  from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. and 
Nov. 7 from 10 a.m. –  3 p.m. is the 
Right Whale Festival, which will be held 
in Fernandina Beach at the Main Beach 
Park. Flotilla 14-8 and the other flotillas 
from around Northeast Florida will be 
supporting the festival with a display 
from the Coast Guard Auxiliary. We will 
also have scheduled talks about critical 

issues in marine safety and environmen-
tal protection open to the public. The 
festival is free to attend with activities 
and vendors for the whole family. On 
the first day of the festival from 9 a.m. 
– 11 a.m. there will be a beach cleanup 
sponsored by the festival and auxiliary 
members will be there to participate as 
well. I encourage you to check out the 
festival and learn more about the right 
whale while having fun. The goal of the 
festival is to celebrate the start of the 
calving season (November to April) for 
the right whale. There are fewer than 
400 of these whales left and they are a 
very vulnerable species.

We are wrapping up 2021 with a lot 
of good progress in getting back to 
our normal operations. We are hold-
ing our last safe boating classes for the 
year this month and will be develop-
ing our schedule for 2022 soon. Visit 
www.safeboatingjax.com for the latest 
information and to contact us about a 
seat in the class. We are still offering our 
free vessel safety checks by appointment. 
You can reach us through the website to 
schedule an examiner to meet you. 

Paul Tynda is a member of the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Jacksonville Flotilla 
14-8.

Hester James McLendon:  
A most interesting birth and life
By Tracey Arpen
mail@floridanewsline.com

Hester James had probably the most re-
markable birth of any Mandarin resident. 
On the night of Nov. 15, 1839, Seminoles 
attacked her family’s home near Julington 
Creek. Her father, James James, and his 
brother killed three of the attackers before 
Mr. James’ brother was shot. The 
family fled to a nearby swamp as 
their home was burned. Pleasant 
Daniel Gold, in his book “History 
of Duval County,” reports: “That 
night, in the recesses of the swamp 
beneath some cypress bark placed 
as a shelter for her mother, Hester 
James was born.” 

Hester was the fourth of eight 
children born to James and his 
wife Mary Ann Francis. Mary Ann 
was the daughter of Joseph Hagin, 
who lived near the James family. 
James and Mary Ann were married 
shortly after the James family moved 
around 1831 from Wilmington, 
NC, to a homestead on Julington 
Creek, near Cormorant Branch.

After the Jameses’ home was 
destroyed by the Seminoles, the 
family rebuilt it and it was there that 
Hester grew up. Even leaving aside the 
unique circumstances of her birth, Hester 
lived a very interesting life. In 1858, she 
married James J. McClendon. McLendon 
had purchased 50 acres in Mandarin from 
Calvin Read, who happened to be married 
to Hester’s sister. Hester and James Mc-
Clendon had nine children, five of whom 
died as infants.

Hester McClendon lived on the Mandarin 
property for 54 years. Her husband died 
in 1885, 28 years after he and Hester were 
married. Finding herself widowed with 
three children, Hester turned to growing 

strawberries. She was so successful in that 
venture she was able to pay off the farm’s 
mortgage in just a few years. In 1912, 
Hester sold the Mandarin property and 
moved to Jacksonville, living first with her 
son and then her surviving daughter. 

Historian Pleasant Daniel Gold was 

sufficiently impressed with Hester to 
include her in his comprehensive volume 
on Duval County history. At the time of 
Gold’s 1928 book, he reported that Hester 
James McClendon, at age 88, was believed 
to be the longest living resident of Duval 
County. She died shortly thereafter, on 
Feb. 23, 1928.

Tracey Arpen is a volunteer with the 
Mandarin Museum & Historical Society. 
Visit www.mandarinmusem.net for more 
information about Mandarin’s history and 
Mandarin Museum & Historical Society 
information.

Photo from “History of Duval County, by Pleasant Daniel Gold (1928)

Hester James McLendon
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Take a chance on PTA
By Mary J. Eyler
mail@floridanewsline.com

Have you checked your child’s school 
PTA this year? The Parent Teacher As-
sociation is an honorable organization 
that was established in 1897 to engage 
families and communities in the educa-
tion and the well being of the children.

PTA members are 
parents, volunteers, 
teachers, and busi-
ness partners all 
working together 
for the betterment 
of the children. PTA 
board members 
keep you informed 
about educational 
and health issues 
for children. They 
connect you to 
staff, administra-
tion, and teachers. 
PTA members are 
a hardworking, tal-
ented, and devoted 
group of volunteers. 
They are at your 
child’s school for meetings and special 
events planned for the children and 
their families. They do so much for 
our children and our school, yet some 
schools struggle every year to recruit 
new officers and members.

Board members want to make a differ-
ence in the lives of our children. When 
asked why she wanted to get involved, 
Katherynne Eaton, Crown Point PTA 

president said, “I chose to get involved 
because I wanted to make a difference 
at my children’s school. I have two boys 
currently there, first grade and kinder-
garten. My parents were never involved 
in my school activities, and I wanted to 
break that cycle and make a difference.”

Joining PTA can be difficult for some 
families; however, parents don’t have 
to attend meetings or volunteer if it’s 
not possible. Families may still join 
PTA without making a commitment to 
volunteer. The money collected from 
memberships goes back to the children. 
At Crown Point, it is spent on rewards, 
Birthday Book Club, and educational, 
health, and safety programs. PTA is for 
all families. Take time to check out your 
child’s PTA and lend a hand.

Night of Hope honors cancer victims
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Christ’s Church Academy’s “Night of 
Hope” influences cancer research and 
the lives of those who believe in its 
cause. This year’s 
event, commonly 
and affection-
ately referred to 
as “Catie Cares 
Night” was held 
on Sept. 10 at the 
school’s football 
game.  

Every year, a 
home football 
game is designat-
ed to remember 
and honor Catie 
Carter, who was 
diagnosed with 
cancer at only 
seven years old 
— a bright girl with a sunny personal-
ity and a passion for art. No one would 
have ever expected Catie’s life to change 
so drastically and suddenly. She fought 
for every breath, surrounded by friends 
and family until her passing. 

Student Ashlyn Ottomeyer said, “Night 
of Hope means a celebration of the life 
of Catie Carter and celebrating all of 
the people who had cancer, letting them 
know we’re all fighting with them.” 

At the “Night of Hope,” roses are gifted 
to others affected by cancer. The school 
then collects donations for Art with a 

Heart, a nonprofit that helps brighten 
the lives of cancer patients. From bed-
side art studios to virtual video sessions, 
Art with a Heart integrates purpose and 
beauty into the lives of cancer patients, 

creating a way for them to therapeuti-
cally channel all their emotions that 
may come.

The value of family bonds and love 
for others runs deep in the blood of 
all those involved at Christ’s Church 
Academy, making a difference in the 
lives of many others as a result of “Night 
of Hope.” As eighth grader DB Jones 
said, “I believe that Night of Hope 
represents possibility and hope that 
we might be able to cure this problem, 
saving more lives and making the lives 
of family members better, helping them 
stay together.” 

Photo courtesy Mary J. Eyler

Crown Point PTA board members Melissa Kerby (secretary), Katherynne Eaton (presi-
dent), and Stacey Smiley (vice president of membership). Not pictured is Kimberly 

McGraw (treasurer).

Photo courtesy Christ’s Church Academy

The stands were full at Night of Hope.

Mandarin teachers value the work done 
by Ms. Holcomb and see the importance 
of this work for our students.”

Similarly admired is Amanda Hilden-
brand of Crown Point Elementary. Her 
fellow teachers described her as a loving, 
caring and knowledgeable teacher who 
goes above and beyond for her school. 
In addition to her duties as a first grade 
teacher, she is in charge of social media, 
seeks business partners and donations for 
the school and plans events for teachers. 

Over at Greenland Pines Elementary, 
kindergarten teacher Miranda Murdock 
was chosen because of her dedication to 
meeting students’ needs both education-
ally and emotionally. She is known as a 
leader among peers who serves beyond 
the classroom in programs to support 
positive outcomes around campus by 
mentoring others, serving with the PTA, 
and dropping positive notes in teacher 
mailboxes. 

Another impressive kindergarten teacher 
is Candice Lilly of Mandarin Oaks 
Elementary, whose creativity and love for 
her students shows in everything she does. 
Recently she put her overalls on to read 
"Johnny Appleseed.” Not only did she 
dress up for the occasion, but the students 
had a taste test, compared and contrasted 
different colored apples, charted their opin-
ions in a bar graph and ate "everything" 
that has apples as the main ingredient.  

The Jacksonville Public Education Fund 
will host the EDDY Awards on Jan. 22, 
2022. The event will take place as an 

evening gala and an hour long TV special, 
where the winner of the top honor will be 
announced as school communities tune 
in to watch across the county.

“As our community and country are see-
ing, like never before, the critical role our 
schools and teachers play in our lives and 
in our economy, we are so proud to cel-
ebrate teachers this year,” said Jacksonville 
Public Education Fund President Rachael 
Tutwiler Fortune. “We are also so proud 
to support them through a professional 
learning community as they take on new 
challenges.”

School-level Teachers of the Year will 
be eligible to apply for the county-wide 
honor of 2022 VyStar Duval County 
Teacher of the Year. The winner of the 
Duval County title will go on to compete 
for the state-wide Florida Teacher of the 
Year.

Teachers of Year cont. from pg. 1

Photo courtesy Barbara Sims

Loretto Elementary Teacher of the Year Samantha Fox.

Photo courtesy Margaret Rogero-Hastings

Mandarin Oaks Elementary Teacher of the Year Candice Lilly.

Photo courtesy Traci Gunston

Greenland Pines Elementary Teacher of the Year 
Miranda Murdock.
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By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

A close-up look at the Hoover DamTravel

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates is ready to help you with all of your 
dental needs and we look forward to providing you with personalized 

service and unparalleled treatment.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 • Adult Dentistry: (904) 886-4867

www.nemetzdental.com

We Welcome New Patients

We offer
Pediatric Dentistry

Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

While flying to Las Vegas, I looked out 
the window and got a surprise — an 
aerial view of the Hoover Dam. The 
impressive sight of this American engi-
neering feat filled me with wonder.

After picking up a rental car, I drove 
a little over 30 minutes to my hotel. 
The Hoover Dam Hotel & Casino, as 
you might expect, is not only ideally 
located for dam visits, but offers scenic 
views of Lake Mead. Inside, numer-
ous restaurants and small casinos fulfill 
your needs. 

I understood the Hoover Dam Visitor 
Center was closed (due to Covid), as 
were tours inside the tunnels, but that 
didn't stop me. Exploring the U.S. 
National Monument doesn't require 
more than a half-day (even including a 
tunnel tour) and much less if you are in 
a hurry. 

I walked down the promenade toward 
the dam, reading the signage and 
photographing as I went along. Hoover 
Dam was built between 1930 –1936 
in a wasteland, a forbidding dry, rocky 
desert. The goal was to help control 
flooding of the Colorado River and to 
divert water where needed. Most im-
portantly, the dam would provide mas-
sive amounts of hydroelectric power.

Ninety-six workers lost their lives in 
accidents, but no one was buried alive 
while pouring the 6.6 million yards 
of needed concrete. Imagine working 
in sweltering heat to bore into carbon 
monoxide-choked tunnels or dangling 
from heights of 800 feet to clear can-
yon walls. Over the years, some 21,000 
workers contributed to the overall 
construction.

The sight of the complex staggered 
my mind. Everything about the place 
feels supersized. I glanced up at tilted 
transmission towers supported by mas-
sive braces and down at the immense, 
rounded curtain of concrete. The 
dam measures 726 feet tall and 1,244 
feet long, almost a quarter of a mile. 
According to some online research, 
"At its base, the Dam is a whopping 
660 feet thick, about two football 
fields stretched end-to-end. At its top, 
Hoover Dam is nearly as wide as a 
four-lane highway."

All visitors notice the 30-foot high Art 
Deco statues, known as the "Winged 
Figures of the Republic." The pair 
resemble seated humans with sharp, 
angular features and wings that soar 
straight toward the sky. Sculptor Oskar 
Hansen created them with more than 
four tons of statuary bronze. The two 

are now weathered with a green patina, 
except where visitors follow the tradi-
tion of rubbing their feet for good luck.

A celestial chart embedded in the ter-
razzo floor surrounds the monument's 
ceremonial area. The base marks the 
day the Hoover Dam was dedicated by 
President Franklin Roosevelt, Septem-
ber 30, 1935. 

The river backed up by the dam creates 
Lake Mead, one of the largest artificial 
lakes in the world. As the water reaches 
the blockade, it falls 500 feet through 
pipes to a hydroelectric power plant at 
the base. The water turns 17 hydraulic 
turbines, which then rotate a series of 
electric generators. The engineering 
miracle produces a power capacity of 
2,080 megawatts. Nearly half of the 
generated electric power goes to Los 
Angeles and Southern California; the 
rest goes to Nevada and Arizona. 

A federal highway traverses the dam's 
crest, although I didn't approach from 
that direction. Over the years, as traffic 
increased, backups occurred, and Sept. 
11, 2001, added severe security restric-
tions. Therefore, a new concrete arch 
bridge with a 1,060-foot span — the 
longest in North America for that type 
of bridge — opened in 2005. I climbed 
the stairs to ascend Memorial Bridge 
for a panoramic view, stopping to read 
plaques while I caught my breath.

Our national parks present spectacular 
scenery, but some of our man-made 
wonders also deserve a look. 

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.

In person programs are 
coming back to your library!
By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

Does your child love singing, dancing, playing 
and reading? Bring your little ones around every 
week for a storytime they won’t soon forget! 

Join us outside at the South Mandarin Library 
Park for Pop-Up Storytime on Thursdays (Nov. 
4, 18) at 10 a.m. or inside the Mandarin Branch 
for Little Readers Fridays at 10:15 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. We’ll read stories together and add 
songs and movements to make it a wonderful 
time for all. (Registration is required for this 
event and must be completed two hours prior 
to the start time.)

For your comfort and everyone’s safety, the 
following precautions will be in place for all in-
person programs:
• Mask wearing is encouraged for participants
• Families will sit together in pods (desig-

nated areas), spaced six feet apart
• Any physical materials used in programs 

will either be single-use or cleaned between 
uses

For school age children (five to 12 years old), 
join us at South Mandarin for Junior Art-
ists (ages five through eight) at 2:30 p.m. and 
Junior Artists (ages nine through 12) at 4:30 
p.m. on Saturdays Nov. 6, 13, 20 and 27 and 
then check out some books to bring home. This 
is the perfect program for little artists. Paint, 
paper, popsicle sticks, and glue… add a book 
and some games and you’ve got a fun-filled hour 
of imagination. 

If your child is into science, technology, engi-
neering and math, Junior Scientists is the time 
for them to shine. Join us at Mandarin Branch 
for Junior Scientists (ages five through eight) on 
Wednesdays (Nov. 3, 10, 17, 24) at 3:30 p.m. 
Junior Scientists (ages nine through 12) meet 
every other Thursday (Nov. 4, 18) at 3:30 p.m. 

Adults, have you enjoyed our Lit Chats with 
authors online? Now you can join us after 
hours and in person at Mandarin Branch on 
Wednesday, Nov. 10 at 6:30 p.m. for a real life 
chat with multiple award-winning author (and 
Jacksonville native) Deesha Philyaw. She’ll talk 
about her latest work, her writing process and 
more. Philyaw's collection of short stories, “The 
Secret Lives of Church Ladies,” won the presti-
gious PEN/Faulkner Award for fiction and was 
a National Book Award finalist. Stick around till 
the end and join her Q&A to get to know her 
better. 

Note: Registration is required for all in person 
programs, as space is limited. Register online 
at www.jaxpubliclibrary.org. Check in starts 30 
minutes prior to the start of the program.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

 Aerial view of the Hoover Dam. Memorial Bridge and below the dam.

Winged Figures of the Republic statue.
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Gardening
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

mail@floridanewsline.com

Autumn PleasuresCapt. David’s Fishing Report
By Capt. David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.comFishing

It’s been dry again in my neighbor-
hood, but we’re not subject to flash 
floods or other unpredictable weather 
events, and for that I’m grateful. I do 
have some relatively new shrubs and a 
young tree, which is why I need to pay 
attention to rainfall. 

Autumn is a good time of year to 
plant trees and woody plants, as it 
gives them the chance to establish 
their root systems over the cooler 
months; however, it’s wise to wait 
until the dry season is over. When 
you decide to plant, make sure to pay 
attention to rainfall amounts and take 
care to water new plants adequately. 
These websites are particularly useful: 
https://tinyurl.com/mp5j88tu and 
https://tinyurl.com/yrw82tpf.

Hardy perennials that have been estab-
lished for a few years can still be dug 
up and divided before winter. Each 
division makes a new plant at no cost, 
which is much appreciated! For more 
information, see https://tinyurl.com/
muwh55x3.

I recently drove to Gainesville and re-
ally enjoyed the roadside attractions, 
which for me are the wildflowers 
that grace the hedgerows and ditches 
along the highway. From late Septem-
ber into October there are plenty of 
fall-blooming sunflowers and coreop-
sis — those yellow daisy flowers — 
and tall clumps of frothy goldenrods. 
With a little more time to look, I 
would have expected to see lavender 
colored asters, threading their long 
stems up through shrubs. The de-
ciduous trees along the way had dull 
foliage, a prelude to them dropping. 
Maple leaves were beginning to turn 
to their fall red color. It was a lovely 
time to see the countryside on the 
cusp of seasonal change.

I have plenty of seeds on the golden-
rod (Solidago sp.), ironweed (Ver-
nonia sp.), butterfly weed (Asclepias 
tuberosa) and wandflower (Liatris 
sp.) in my own front garden bed, 
which I expect will sow themselves 
around. I won’t leave them all on the 
plants; some will be left for the birds 
to eat, and I’ll sow some in small 
pots to overwinter in a sheltered 

position. The flower bed was only 
planted up in early summer and I’m 
really looking forward to seeing how 
it matures and changes through the 
seasons. 

If you like strawberries, you have just 
enough time to plant them now. If 
you don’t have space for a bed, they 
grow well in large containers. For 
more information, see https://tinyurl.
com/y56pc62a.

I’m trying again to grow some me-
thi greens which are used in Indian 
cuisine. Hopefully I’ll do better than 
in the spring, when nothing came up. 
Fingers crossed. Talk to any gar-
dener who grows vegetables, however 
seasoned they are, and you’ll find 
similar stories. One season the okra 
was beautiful and the following year it 
did badly. The squash vine borer was 
a demon this year, destroying every 
plant, but last year there was enough 
zucchini to share with neighbors. The 
moral is: don’t give up, and learn from 
your successes and failures. For sound 
advice, refer to The Florida Vegetable 
Gardening Guide (https://tinyurl.
com/2k9eh8zm).

Rotating crops to different areas of 
your garden will help to minimize 
pests and diseases returning to damage 
the same crop. Tackle any problems 
with the most benign products and 
methods and use flowering plants to 
attract a wide range of insects to your 
yard. Ladybugs are a great helper, 
devouring aphids in both larval and 
adult stages, as are tiny parasitoid 
wasps, which are totally harmless to 
us.

I love to see insects in my yard. I 
can’t always identify them, but most 
insect life in the garden is beneficial, 
and with insects declining around the 
globe we should cherish them. But no 
one would blame you for simply aim-
ing to attract the beautiful creatures. 
Just know that where the butterflies 
and hummingbirds feed, all sorts of 
other insects will feed there too. Each 
species has its own ecological niche 
and brings balance to the life in our 
yards, which can only help in our 
gardening ventures.

Now that the St. Johns River has had 
time to "flush" and the heavy rainfall we 
received earlier this summer has eased, 
fishing has once again improved nicely 
for early fall. An okay return of shrimp 
from Green Cove to downtown Jack-
sonville has also helped bring a much 
better bite to our area of the river.

Large croaker have been the best bite 
happening of late. Reds seem to be back 
in abundance with nice catches coming 
off docks on both sides of the river. Yel-
lowmouths have been in good numbers 
around downtown and should start 
showing farther south soon. Conditions 
also look good for our seasonal speck-
led trout run that usually happens this 
time of year. You can expect the trout 
to show off docks from San Marco to 
the Buckman Bridge. Slow trolling a 
mullet-like lure off the docks is an easy, 
leisurely way to enjoy a boat ride and 
catch a few fish.

Flounder regulations have changed for 
this year for Florida. Not only has the 
size and limit numbers been changed, 
but a closed season has also been added. 
Flounder must now be 14 inches to 
keep, with a new bag limit of five. The 
closed season began Oct. 15 and runs 
to Nov. 30. With Florida's seemingly 
constant change of fishing regulations, 
staying current is a must for all anglers.

Shopping for fishing equipment and 
tackle in many instances has been much 
harder than usual in recent years. With 
holiday shopping just around the cor-
ner, an earlier start may be needed to get 
the right gifts for the fishing person you 
have in mind. Shopping online to see 
what's in stock might be a benefit rather 
than visiting a variety of stores to find 
what you might be looking for. If you 
find shopping for tackle and equipment 

a little bit confusing, remember there 
are always accessories — hats, cloth-
ing, sunglasses, shoes, pliers, knives, dry 
bags, tackle bags, and more. And when 
all else fails, there is the ever-giving gift 
card.

Fishing Report: Reds under docks 
and speckled sea trout just off docks. 
Hopefully yellowmouths will work 
their way south closer to us, but a 
quick run to the Florida East Coast 
Railroad Bridge downtown is certainly 
a good bet.

Whether you catch one, some, or none, 
the family time spent fishing will last a 
lifetime.

Email your Catch of the Month photo to 
catchofthemonthpictures@gmail.com. Be 
sure to include the name of the person(s) 
in the photo, the name of the person who 
took the photo, the type of fish and date 
and location of the catch. We will select a 
photo each month for publication.

Photo courtesy Ken Ringhaver

Caden Ringhaver with a 48” redfish caught near the Dames Point Bridge on Sept. 25.
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This feature section 
is a great fit to promote…

Rebecca Thomson
Rebecca@FloridanewsLine.com
(724) 968-7602

Call today for more details. 
Let us help you grow your business!

We offer affordable rates 
and complimentary 
professional ad design.
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© Baptist Health 2021

To see if this screening is right for you, talk  
with your primary care physician or go to 
baptistjax.com/lungscreening.

Baptist Health offers lung cancer screenings 
throughout Northeast Florida, including at
Baptist Medical Center South.

Think you’re not at risk for 
lung cancer? Think again.
Unfortunately, if you quit smoking 15 years ago or less, you may be at risk  
for developing lung cancer. You could also be at risk even if you have no 
family history and no symptoms. 

What can you do to reduce your risk and catch  
lung cancer early? 
Consider a lung cancer screening. Early detection of lung cancer can  
save your life. If you meet the following criteria, you could be eligible for  
a low-dose CT lung cancer screening, which is covered by Medicare and 
many insurance plans.

 You are between 55 and 77 years old.

 You have a 30 pack-year history of smoking  
or more (this means 1 pack a day for 30 years,  
2 packs a day for 15 years, etc).

 You are a current smoker or have quit within the last 15 years.

I haven’t smoked in years.
I don’t have a family history       of lung cancer. 
      I don’t have any         symptoms.


