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Mandarin Community 
Club tree lighting 
kicks off the holiday 
season!
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Last year the Mandarin Community 
Club sought out and purchased a 
soaring 21 foot live tree from a lot 
in North Carolina for the first ever 
Community Tree Lighting event. 
The event was specifically created to 
spread some much needed good will 
and holiday cheer after months of the 
pandemic. Who would have thought 
a year later we would still be feeling 
the effects of the pandemic? So, it’s 
time to bring on the tree, light it up 
and create some community holiday 
cheer again. 

The club is working once again with 
the assistance of Liberty Landscape 
to locate and transport another 

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

The annual Julington Creek Boat Parade 
known as “Christmas on the Creek” 
returns Saturday, Dec. 4 at 7 p.m. to 
delight spectators with festive lights and 
holiday cheer. The community is invited 
to come out and enjoy the display.

Established in 1988, this annual event 
has an estimated 40 boats of all shapes, 
sizes, and themes that participate in 
the event. Boats decked out in all their 
holiday finery navigate the 
parade route, which begins 
at the Julington Creek 
Marina, goes underneath 
the Julington Creek Bridge 
and around Bulls Bay, then 
returns under the bridge 
and continues down Durbin 
Creek. Spectators can view 
the boat parade from the Julington Creek 
Bridge walkways. 

“This parade often signals the start of 
holiday entertaining,” Julington Creek 
Prop Club Commodore John Seybold 
said. “Many homes along the creek 
plan their holiday parties around the 
light parade and what makes the parade 
great is we get such good participation 
from the homes along the creek.”

Houses and docks along the creek are 
eligible for prizes for the best decorations 
and cash prizes are given to the top three 
decorated boats as determined by the 
judge boat. The judge boat posts itself 
almost out in the St. Johns River to view 
the parade of boats as they go by, and then 
falls in line behind the final boat to view 
the houses and docks along the way into 
Durbin Creek. Seybold said that after the 
parade, which lasts about two hours, boat-
ing participants return to the marina for a 

party with food and live music. 

The parade is hosted by the Julington 
Creek Prop Club, but Seybold said it 
is not necessary to be a member of the 
club to participate. He said preregistra-
tion and attending the Captain’s Meet-
ing on Dec. 2 at the Julington Creek 
Marina is recommended.

“Of course we actively encourage par-

ticipation in the Prop Club, whether 
you own a boat or not,” Seybold said. 
“There is no minimum skillset required 
to join, just a general interest in boats 
and the desire to be sociable with like-
minded people.”

Seybold has been a member of the Prop 
Club for 15 years and this is his second 
stint as commodore. He previously lived 
aboard a 50-foot trawler, but now owns 
a small daysailer. He said the Julington 
Creek Prop Club meets on the second 

Saturday of each month at 5:30 
p.m. at the Julington Creek Ma-
rina and all are welcome to stop 
by and join the potluck dinner. 
Visit www.jcpropclub.com for 
more information.

The Christmas on the Creek 
boat parade takes place rain 

or shine and the Julington Creek Prop 
Club is grateful to sponsors O’Steen 
Volkswagen, Julington Creek Marina 
and Culhane’s Irish Pub, as well as many 
local restaurants and businesses.

“We hope everyone comes out to see the 
boat parade,” Seybold said. “It’s a great 
deal of fun for the participants and the 
community to get in the Christmas spirit.”

mandarinpres.com | 680.9944

Be a part of our Christmas Season...

4:30pm  | Family Celebration of Christmas
7:00pm | Contemporary Candlelight Service

9:00pm | Traditional Candlelight Service

Christmas Eve Services: Three service times to choose from:

For details, visit our website. All services will be livestreamed.

Photo courtesy Mandarin Community Club

The Mandarin Community Club tree lighting  
event will be held on Friday, Dec. 3.

Community Tree Lighting cont. on pg. 9

Photos courtesy Julington Creek Prop Club

“Christmas on the Creek” returns Saturday, Dec. 4 at 7 p.m

Holiday season festivities begin with annual boat parade
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4235 Sunbeam Road, Jacksonville, FL 32257
 www.MillenniumPhysician.com

 

Wissam Shaya, M.D.
Welcome

Connect Today!
(904) 322-8535 

 • Walk-Ins Welcome
 • Same-Day Appointments
 • Annual Wellness Visits
 • On-site X-Ray
 • Also speaks French and Arabic
 • Medicare, Medicare Advantage & 
most major insurance accepted 

Dr. Wissam Shaya Family Medicine

Library offers variety of festive holiday programming

By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

Looking for a short break from the holi-
day stress? The Library is a great escape. 

Does your child light up when they really 
connect with a story? Story Journeys brings 
picture books to life with drama activities 
and non-fiction connections. Stop by the 
Mandarin Branch Library after school from 
4 – 5 p.m. on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
The program meets Dec. 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 
22, and 23. Registration is required. 

On Fridays from 10 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
(Dec. 3, 10, and 17) there will be a Pop-
Up Storytime with the Little Learners 
(aged birth to five) outside on the lawn 
at Mandarin Branch Library. We’ll read 
stories together and add songs and move-
ments to make it a wonderful time for 
all. You can also join us in the park by the 
South Mandarin Library on Thursdays at 
10 a.m. (Dec. 2, 9, 16, and 23).

The Teen Advisory Board (TAB) meets 
in-person at both Mandarin libraries and 
online on Saturdays, Dec. 4 and 18 from 
12 p.m. – 1 p.m. Tell the library what 

you and your friends like to see change at 
the Library. Open to teens aged 12 – 17. 
Teens older than 16 can volunteer for 
Bright Futures scholarship hours.

Adults, are you looking for something new 
to read? Take a book break. The “As the 
Page Turns” Book Club meets Thursday, 
Dec. 9 at 1 p.m. at the Mandarin Branch 
Library.

For the family, Read with Abby is back at 
Mandarin Branch Library on Saturday, 
Dec. 11 from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Kids can bring their own book or choose 
one of ours. It’s great practice reading 
aloud in a zero-pressure environment. 
Who is Abby? She’s a trained therapy dog. 
Abby doesn't judge and neither do we. 
She’s just happy when children read to her! 

The South Mandarin Library is hosting a 
Winter Festival on Dec. 11, from 11 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. Enjoy a storytime, a gingerbread 
house photo-op, crafts, a "hide-and-seek 
Christmas ornament" scavenger hunt, a 
holiday "I Spy" game and snowball bowl-
ing game. 

Finally, there are two interactive film 
events at the Mandarin Library. First, join 
us for “Polar Express” on Monday, Dec. 
20. You can use your treat bag to ring 
your “bell” with the conductor and make 
it snow. We are also showing “Frozen” on 
Thursday, Dec. 30. Show times are 2 pm 
– 4 p.m.

Remember, all library branches are closed 
Dec. 24 – 27. 

Visit jaxpubliclibrary.org for more infor-
mation about library programs and to 
register.

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Library

Kids can read to Abby the therapy dog at Mandarin Branch 
Library on Saturday, Dec. 11 from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Choose your Nutcracker
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

“The Nutcracker” is believed by many 
to be a time-honored holiday tradi-
tion. In Northeast Florida, the tradi-
tion continues with five productions 
of the ballet this December.

Since each performance is unique, 
following is a guide highlighting the 
dates, times and locations of each to 
help you choose “your” Nutcracker.

Community Nutcracker
Dec. 10 at 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 11 at 1 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m. 
Florida Theatre
www.jaxnutcracker.org
Artistic Directors Dulce 
Anaya, Debra Rankin and 
Mark Spivak continue this 
holiday tradition which 
began in 1992. Commu-
nity Nutcracker is the only 
nonprofit, volunteer-run 
organization that offers a 
portion of its proceeds to 
local charitable agencies 
with each performance 
— and has donated more 
than $750,000 in the past 
28 years. The perform-
ing company is made up 
of local talent with more 
than 200 dancers ranging 
in age from nine to adult 
from Northeast Florida 
auditioning and performing in the 
production. In an effort to promote 
the arts in schools, Community Nut-

cracker also offers matinee performances 
for school groups as well as a Commu-
nity Service Night (invitation only).

Christ Church Nutcracker Ballet
Dec. 11 at 6 p.m.
Lazzara Theater, UNF Fine Arts Depart-
ment
www.missfeliciasdance.com
This year marks the 26th performance 
of the Christ Church Nutcracker Ballet, 

directed by Felicia Rhoden 
of the Christ Church Dance 
Ministry as well as owner of 
Miss Felicia’s Dance. Nearly 
300 performers, aged two 
to 90 years old, will take the 
stage. 

Jacksonville Symphony’s 
First Coast Nutcracker 
Dec. 17 at 8 p.m.
Dec. 18 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Dec. 19 at 2 p.m.
Moran Theater at the 
Times-Union Center for the 
Performing Arts
www.jaxsymphony.org/first-
coast-nutcracker/
Jacksonville Symphony’s 
First Coast Nutcracker has 
been a tradition in North 
Florida for more than 40 
years. Under the direction of 
choreographer and artistic 
director Rhonda Stampalia, 
the First Coast Nutcracker 

showcases internationally renowned 

Choose Your Nutcracker cont. on pg. 8

Graphic courtesy MetroCreative
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FBF Meet Clara!

Best Furry Friend
of the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the sign at the intersection of Aladdin and 
Marbon roads. Our winner was Danielle Carter. Congratulations!

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Call  Rebecca Thomson 724-968-7602
to reserve your advertising space!

4    What's Going on in Mandarin

7    Q&A with Lori Hershey

9    Get to Know Mariam Feist

12   New Eagle Scout

13   Fishing

14   Gardening

15   Travel
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PG 10

Answers: A. wrapping  B. receipt  C. ribbon  D. purchase

Breed: 
Airedale

Favorite Activity: 
Playing with her jolly ball

Favorite Treat: 
Gnaw bone

Favorite Friend: 
She thinks everyone is her friend!

How your BFF got her name: 
From Aunt Clara on “Bewitched,” because 

they both have wild curly hair.

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD
Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD
Dr. Jeanette Hanna, DMD
Dr. Andrew Fowler, DMD
Dr. Sydney Fowler, DMD
Dr. Annie Vu, DDS

Dr. Dennis Mahan, Oral Surgery
Dr. Anette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics
Dr. Allison Johnson, Pediatric Dentist
Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics

Page 8



Page 4 | MandarinNewsLine December 2021

What’s Going On in Mandarin? 
A modified calendar of eventsDecember Community Calendar

Shuffleboard is played on Tues-
days at 1:30 p.m. at Mandarin 
Park. The courts are at the park 
entrance next to the tennis 
courts. Try to get there a few 
minutes early for court assign-
ments. Beginners are welcome. 
Just show up (a few minutes 
before playing time), unless it 
rains.

The Rotary Club of Northeast 
Florida Duval Dinner Team 
meets every Tuesday evening at 6 
p.m. in the private room at The 
Athenian Owl Restaurant, locat-
ed at 9551 Baymeadows Road. 
There is always an interesting 
speaker as listed on our webpage: 
neflrotaryduvaldinnerteam.com. 
Each person pays for their own 
meal and guests are welcome.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Annex 
Building of Faith Baptist Church 
of Mandarin, located at 2955 
Orange Picker Road. This jam 
is open to everyone and all levels 
of ability are welcome. Come to 
play with the group or just sit 
back and enjoy the music. For 
more information, contact Burt 
Coulliette at (904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group 
for those who enjoy knitting, 
crocheting and looming (with 
all items donated to charity) 
meets every Wednesday from 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at the outside 
eating area at Belgian Sweet 
House Bistro, 12276 San Jose 
Blvd. (next to Harbor Chase). 
Visit the group’s Facebook page 
(Playing HOOKie) or email 
playinghookie31@gmail.com for 

more information.

The Italian American Club of 
Jacksonville announces a club 
social on Dec. 6 at 1 p.m. and 
a general membership meeting 
with Christmas Party on Dec. 
12 at 1 p.m. All activities are at 
the club building, 2838 West-
berry Road. Visit www.iacof-
jacksonville.com or call (904) 
586-2700 for more information.

The Jacksonville Camera Club 
will meet on Dec. 1 for the 
presentation of the third annual 
Triannual Print Contest results. 
Visit jax.jaxcameraclub.com for 
more information and meeting 
location updates.

The Under the Oaks commu-
nity music jam, hosted by the 
Mandarin Museum & Histori-
cal Society and North Florida 
Folk Network will resume 
underneath the beautiful trees 
in front of Mandarin Museum 
on Sunday, Dec. 5 from 2 p.m. 
– 4 p.m. If you play an acoustic 
instrument, feel free to join the 
song circle. If not, just bring a 
chair and relax and listen.

The Honeybee Quilters Guild 
will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 7 at 
6:30 p.m. at Mandarin Pres-
byterian Church in the loft on 
the County Dock Road side 
of the church at 2501 Loretto 
Road. The guild will celebrate 
with a holiday party. Masks are 
optional. New members/guests 
welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.
org for more information.

The All Star Quilters Guild 

will meet at 10 a.m. on Monday, 
Dec. 13 (different week due to 
the holidays) at the First Chris-
tian Church, 11924 San Jose 
Blvd. The program is the group’s 
Holiday Extravaganza. Guests 
are welcome, but masks are 
required. Christmas quilt raffle 
tickets are available for $1 each. 
Visit www.allstarquilters.org for 
more information.

The Mandarin Women’s Club 
will host a holiday luncheon and 
raffle on Dec. 16 at the Ramada 
Inn Mandarin. Doors open at 
10:30 a.m. Reservations are due 
by Dec. 9; email spm104@aol.
com or (904) 262-8981.

The historic buildings of the 
Mandarin Museum, including 
the 1875 Webb/Jones farm-
house, 1876 Barn, 1898 St. Jo-
seph's Mission Schoolhouse for 
African-American Children, and 
Losco Winery log cabin will be 
open from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on 
Dec. 18 in Walter Jones Histori-
cal Park, 11964 Mandarin Road. 
The Mandarin Museum, also in 
the park, is closed for construc-
tion and renovation, but Gift 
Shop items (books, Mandarin 
Frogs, art prints) will be avail-
able on the front porch when 
the park buildings are open. 
The 1911 Mandarin Store and 
Post Office will also be open on 
Dec. 18 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m 
at 12471 Mandarin Road, just 
a mile west of the Walter Jones 
Historical Park. This build-
ing is on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Visit www.
mandarinmuseum.net for more 
information.

Retire in style
at Starling!
Our residents are unique – and so are their lives. Starling’s 
senior living communities offer a range of retirement lifestyles 
that will keep you active, social and feeling right at home. 

Whether you’re sampling the gourmet dining options, 
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, 
Starling is all about what matters: embracing life with friends, 
family and community.

StarlingAtSanJose.com | Assisted Living Facility #12887 | Follow Us on Facebook

Luxury senior living is just a call away.

904.299.8295
9075 SAN JOSE BLVD

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32257

Historical buildings 
open on Dec. 4
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

In December, the historic build-
ings operated by the Mandarin 
Museum & Historical Society 
will be open on the first and 
third Saturdays. Below is the 
schedule for Dec. 4.

The 1875 Webb/Jones farm-
house, 1876 Barn, 1898 St. 
Joseph's Mission Schoolhouse 
for African American Children, 
and Losco Winery log cabin will 
be open from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
in Walter Jones Historical Park, 
11964 Mandarin Road (weather 
permitting).

Also, on Dec. 4, the 2021 Miss 
Aggie Day Award recipient, Or-
ren "Bo" Phillips will be honored 
posthumously, as he passed away 
unexpectedly in 2020. Bo had 
his hand on everything in Walter 
Jones Historic Park; he moved 
the Losco Winery and sawmill 
and sugar cane grinder to the 
park and restored them. He was 

an amazing craftsman and man 
and he gave countless hours to the 
Mandarin Museum & Histori-
cal Society and the community 
through his volunteer service. The 
event will be held at the Losco 
Winery in the park, at 10 a.m.

The Mandarin Museum, which 
is in the park, is closed for 
construction and renovation, 
but Gift Shop items (2021 his-
tory ornament, books, Man-
darin Frogs, Mandarin artists 
art prints) will be available on 
the front porch when the park 
buildings are open. Included is 
a newly expanded collection of 
the "Mandarin Series" prints by 
artist Brenda Councill, featuring 
many Mandarin landmarks.

The 21st annual Winter Cel-
ebration originally scheduled for 
Dec. 4 has been cancelled. 

Visit www.mandarinmuseum.
net for more information about 
these buildings and the park.

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum & Historical Society

Barn in Walter Jones Historical Park.
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A Bolles Education Offers 
the World.

Passports not required. 

A GLOBAL 

CURRICULUM 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

PROGRAMS

INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENT ADVISORS

OUR GLOBAL 

ONLINE ACADEMY

LEARNING ABROAD 

PROGRAM

STUDENT-LED  

SERVICE CLUBS

MULTICULTURAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE LIST GOES ON

Bolles.org

Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School.
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with Jacksonville City Council Member  
Michael Boylan, District 6Q A&

12/31/2021 12/31/2021

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

WHAT MAKES OUR 
RESIDENTS HAPPY?

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating 
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at 
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life 
Plan Community o� ers a stunning natural setting 
with spacious garden apartments and villa homes and 
an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy 
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare 
services, if they should be needed. 

Discover all there is to be happy about —
call us at (904) 861-6425 today!

“If I were still in my house I would not be 
doing half of what I’m doing here. And I’ve 

never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

Q: Would you like to share your 
thought process for your recent vote 
against moving the Women of the 
Confederacy statue?
A: During the discussion at the City 
Council meeting, I shared that I 
could not support the use of CIP 
(Capital Improvement Plan) funds for 
this purpose. The foundation of my 
position was based upon the recom-
mendations of the Working Group the 
mayor had put together in August of 
2020. I agree with the group that the 
future of Jacksonville’s monuments to 
the Confederacy currently located in 
James Weldon Johnson Park, Spring-
field Park, and the Old City Cemetery 
should be determined as part of a 
comprehensive plan, building on the 
work of the Civil Rights History Task 
Force and other groups and partners 
that are already engaged in preserving, 
restoring, and interpreting the history 
of Jacksonville’s people and public 
spaces, rather than take down the 
statues individually. 

Q: What is upcoming on the City 
Council calendar?
A: The council is embarking on some 
strategic planning for one, three and 
five year plans and as part of this, I am 
proposing a comparative analysis of the 
structure, resources and processes of our 
city’s Public Works Department to see 
how we compare to similarly sized cities. 
My concern is how do we get the needs 
of all of our constituents addressed in a 
timely fashion in light of a number of 
upcoming public works projects coming 
online due to the Local Option Gas 
Tax? 

Q: Do you have any proposed rezon-
ings in the Mandarin area to share?
A: As of today [interview date of Nov. 
16], the Aladdin Road/Julington Creek 
Road parcel of a little more than 39 
acres, roughly half which is wetlands, for 
the development of 54 homes has been 
deferred until Dec. 7. This application 
was denied one year ago due to an access 
issue off Aladdin Road, but it’s now 
back up for consideration. 

Q: What is the latest on curbside 
recycling?
A: I have no new updates regarding 
the resumption of the recycled waste 
services. While we have received little 
to no complaints regarding missed yard 
waste, we are hearing about instances 
where both garbage and/or recycled cans 
are not being collected as they should. 
Contact my office to let me know about 
those situations and we will be sure to 
follow up

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 6?
A: The City of Jacksonville has fed-
eral funds available to provide rental, 
mortgage and utility assistance to 
qualifying families. Visit www.coj.net/
departments/parks-and-recreation/
social-services/emergency-financial-as-
sistance-program for more information. 
To date more than $28 million has been 
provided for rental and utility assistance 
and $2.8 million in mortgage assistance.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?
A: Community members can email me 
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
5206.

Photo courtesy Marsha Peacock

In late October, two members of the Rotary Club of Northeast Florida Duval Dinner Team volunteered as science fair 
judges at the North Florida School of Special Education. They were there the entire school day and judged every grade 
level. Pictured are Marsha Peacock and Peggy Lawrence. Seven months ago this same club donated 10 laptops to the 

school that are used by the upper school students for science fair research. The school, located at 223 Mill Creek Road 
in Jacksonville, is hosting a two-day shopping event on Dec. 3 and 4. The products sold are produced by the students 

at the school. Older students especially learn hands-on skills by making these items. Items sold will be from the Pet 
Bakery (both dog treats and horse treats), Berry Good Farms (fresh produce, starter plants and teas), Art with Soul 

(student-made art) and Culinary Creations (holiday treats, coffee and jellies).

Rotary Club members 
judge science fair 
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with Duval County School Board Member  
Lori Hershey, District 7Q A&

Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
SPRING RECREATIONAL SOCCER

WINTER CAMPS
Multiple locations

Fun activities while learning the game

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Florida's Number 1 
Youth Soccer Program

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name 
Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products 
and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.1008115-00003-00

Q: Do you have a follow up from last 
month’s article regarding the traffic 
situation at Mandarin High School?
A: Yes. Chief Gregory Burton, executive 
director of the Duval County School 
Police Department, has posted two of-
ficers to help direct traffic at Mandarin 
High School. Additionally, the Jackson-
ville Sheriff’s Office has assigned a traffic 
complaint officer at the site, who is pres-
ent to address and enforce dangerous 
traffic patterns, potentially by writing 
citations. So far, people who have con-
tacted me seem pleased by the addition 
of these officers. I’d like to thank Chief 
Burton for his work in coordinat-
ing with the city, JSO, and the school 
police to resolve the heavy traffic issue 
at Mandarin High School. One point of 
interest is that this year, Mandarin High 
School has had a nearly 50 percent drop 
in bus riders and an increase (nearly 
double) in car drivers, which has surely 
contributed to the traffic situation.

Q: Do you have any upcoming com-
munity meetings?
A: I’d like people to mark their calendars 
now for Jan. 12 at 6 p.m. at Mandarin 
Oaks Elementary and Jan. 18 at 6 p.m. 
at Bartram Springs Elementary, when 
I will host my annual Chat with the 
Superintendent. This is a great opportu-
nity for community members to be in 
a small setting with Superintendent Dr. 
Diana Greene, to hear what’s happening 

in District 7 as well as get to know her 
better and of course ask any questions. I 
encourage the community to attend.

Q: Do you have any school board 
news to share?
A: At its recent meeting, the Duval 
County School Board elected a new 
chair and vice chair for the 2021 – 2022 
school year. Darryl Willie will serve as 
chair and Dr. Kelly Coker will serve as 
vice chair.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 7?
A: I’d like to congratulate Mandarin 
High School swimmer Gage Hulbert, 
who won the FHSAA Class 4A state 
championship in the 100 butterfly at 
the state meet in Stuart. 

The 2022 School Choice Expo will be a 
virtual event on Jan. 8. This event brings 
all public schools together in order to 
highlight the strengths of each school. 
To learn more about school choice op-
tions or ask questions about the expo, 
contact the school choice office (school_
choice@duvalschools.org).

I’d also like to wish everyone a happy 
and safe Holiday Season.

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 
390-2375.

Crown Point celebrates Red Ribbon Week
By Mary J. Eyler
mail@floridanewsline.com

Crown Point 
Elementary school 
held several activi-
ties to celebrate Red 
Ribbon Week during 
the week of Oct. 25 
– 29. Red Ribbon 
Week was a time to 
promote a drug free 
and healthy lifestyle 
with daily themes.

On Monday, Oct. 
25, Crown Point 
Panthers wore their 
hats for “Hats off to being drug free.” 
On Tuesday, the students wore their 
craziest socks to “Sock it to drugs.” 
On Wednesday, the students wore 
red shirts to “RED-Y to make healthy 
choices” and Thursday was wearing the 
brightest color day since “We are TOO 
Bright for drugs. Friday was Mad Sci-
entist Day. During the week, the PTA 
sponsored the annual door decorating 

contest, with a theme of “Drug Free 
Looks Like Me!” The top three winners 
received a cookie party.

Mad Scientist Day was a blast. Third 
graders made their own Nebulae 
Spirals. They looked up three facts and 
drew their favorite Nebula. Kinder-
gartners in Andrea Gore’s class per-
formed the Mentos/Coke explosion. 
Also, throughout the day on Friday, 

Pamela Adams and Deborah 
Bickle performed several 
educational and fun science 
experiments, such as Hover-
ing Beach Ball, Pumpkin 
Toothpaste, Mentos/Diet 
Coke Explosions, and Air 
Cannons. Crown Point 
families were invited to at-
tend. The children were able 
to join their parents in the 
outside area facing the track 
during allotted times follow-
ing their grade level schedule.

Photos courtesy Mary J. Eyler

Air Cannons demonstrations.

Crown Point administrators Kayla Devenburg, Brett Hartley, and Elisha 
Carr in their brightest colors to show, "We are TOO Bright for drugs."
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Remembrance Ring program provides safe and easy way for families to connect this holiday season
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

During this year’s season of hope and 
giving, Wreaths Across America Radio 
invites troops from across the country 
and overseas, as well as their loved ones 
at home, to send a holiday greeting to 
one another in the form of an internet 
radio greeting. This is called the “Re-
membrance Ring” program.

The “Remembrance Ring” provides 
American military families the op-
portunity to extend holiday greet-
ings and thanks to service members 
and veterans through Wreaths Across 
America Radio, a stream you can listen 
to anywhere, 24/7 at www.wreath-
sacrossamerica.org/radio, and via the 
iHeart Radio app, or download it at the 
App Store or on Google. Last year the 

program connected many families from 
all over the globe. 

“The United States currently has 1.3 
million active duty members, reservists 
and guards serving within our borders 
and abroad. Additionally, more than 24 
million veterans have faithfully served 
our country in the past,” said Karen 
Worcester, Wreaths Across America 
executive director. 

Anyone can participate by calling (888) 
348-3352 to record a short holiday 
greeting. Wreaths Across America Ra-

dio will play that message on-air during 
the holidays to help bring families, 
loved ones, members of our military, 
and Americans closer together for the 
holiday season. These special Messages 
will be broadcast between Nov. 22 and 
Dec. 31, 2021.

You can sponsor a wreath for $15 at 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/. Each 
sponsorship goes toward a fresh balsam 
veteran’s wreath that will be placed on 
the headstone of an American hero 
on Saturday, Dec. 19, 2020, as part of 
National Wreaths Across America Day. 

Blaze the Hot Pepper Squirrel
in Seed Cylinder Feeder

Downy Woodpecker

The  Hottest

Gi

Feed

the Birds, Not the Squi
rr

el
s

St Johns
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd
(next to Publix)
904.230.3242
wbu.com/jacksonville

Jax Beach
4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)
904.246.6832
wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
wwbu.com/staugustine

20%OFF
One Regularly 

Priced Item
Coupon not valid for 

Seed/Bird Food, 

Optics, Daily Savings 

Club Membership, 

Campania Baths or 

Sale Items. Cannot be 

combined with other 

coupons/discounts. 

Coupon expires 

12/31/21

Shepherd of the Woods 
Lutheran Church & School

Live Nativity 
Enjoy music, hot chocolate and smores
Saturday Dec 18th & Sunday Dec 19th
6:30 - 7:30 pm - open to the public
Canned goods donations appreciated

Christmas Eve Services 
Indoor Worship 5, 7, 9 & 11 pm
Drive-in Worship 4 & 8 pm

Christmas Day Service  
Indoor Worship 10 am

Weekly Services
Indoor Worship
Saturdays 5:30 pm
Sundays 8:30 & 10:30 am
Drive-In Worship Sundays 9:30 am

Masks and social distancing requested

7860 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville FL 32256
904.641.8385    www.SOTWJAX.com

principal dancers, the area’s finest young 
dancers, and Tchaikovsky’s best-loved 
melodies performed by the Jacksonville 
Symphony. Educational performances 
are offered on Dec. 16 – 17 in an effort 
to introduce school children to the sym-
phony, the ballet and how to be a good 
audience member.

The Nutcracker 2021 by the Florida Ballet
Dec. 17 at 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 18 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 19 at 2 p.m. 
Lazzara Theater, UNF Fine Arts Center

floridaballet.org
The Florida Ballet’s Nutcracker features 
swirling snowflakes, waltzing flowers, 
and dancing bonbons. From the capti-
vating dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy to 
the iconic snow scene, this enchanting 
classical ballet is set to the beloved music 
of Tchaikovsky and features more than 
100 local dancers.

All of these performances are designed 
to enchant, enthrall, and bring families 
and community members together for 
the holiday season. Which one is right 
for you?

Choose Your Nutcracker cont. from pg. 2
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travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLife
Get to Know . . . By Martie Thompson

editor@floridanewsline.com

With her career largely in the 
fundraising sector of the non 
profit industry, Mariam Feist 
brings her considerable ex-
pertise to her new position as 
CEO of the Jewish Federation 
& Foundation of Northeast 
Florida. She was born and raised 
in Cherry Hill, NJ and said her 
family, which included two older 
brothers, was always very involved 
with the Jewish community. She said 
that her synagogue’s youth group 
and overnight camp helped form her 
Jewish identity. She first visited Israel 
in 1973 and was there at the start of 
the Yom Kippur War, which she called 
a huge influence on her passion and 
commitment to Israel. After college, 
she worked in multiple leadership 
positions with various non profits, but 
always found herself coming back to 
the organization of the Jewish Federa-
tion system. She and her husband Bob 
have two grown sons and now share 
their home with two rescue dogs, 
Archie and Hawkeye.

Q: How did you come to work in the 
nonprofit sector?
A: I earned a degree in social psycholo-
gy from Goucher College in Maryland 
and upon graduation decided to be a 
buyer for Bloomingdale’s or Macy’s. 
My father said he didn’t send me to 
college to go into that business and so 
I became a youth director at the local 
Jewish Community Center. Eventually, 
I worked while going to grad school at 
Yeshiva University in New York City. 
After earning my master’s in social 
work, I had the opportunity to return 
to Cherry Hill and work for a Jewish 
Federation.

Q: How did you meet your husband?
A: My father’s wishes came true while 
I was working in Cherry Hill. My now 
husband, Bob, was getting his master’s 
in social work from the University 
of Pennsylvania and he worked in 
the building. There were a couple 
of older women I worked with who 
also wanted me to get married, and 
they made sure he came by our office 
regularly. We just celebrated our 28th 
wedding anniversary.

Q: What made you decide to move 
to Jacksonville?
A: I most recently worked for the past 
10 years as president and CEO of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Dal-
las. During this time, three natural 
disasters, one of which was COVID, 
made me reassess my priorities. Our 
children were grown and I knew I 
didn’t want to end my career in Dallas. 
I missed being in the same time zone 
as my children and I missed the water. 
We actually never considered Florida, 
but as soon as we got to Jacksonville, 
it didn’t feel like “Florida” to us, but 
rather more like Cherry Hill, with its 
sense of community. 

Q: Can you give some insight into 
exactly what the Jewish Federation 
and Foundation does?

A: There are 147 Federations in 
North America. I used to explain 
it to people by saying we are kind 
of like United Way … and then 
found out that United Way was 
actually formed 18 years after 
the Jewish Federation. So now 
I say that the United Way is 
like us. We fundraise and then 

disburse funds in this community 
and also in Israel and around the 

world. We also convene community 
leadership and development programs. 
We work with many agencies to help 
people get the services they need. Our 
role is to work at representing all of 
the community, not just the Jewish 
community. We are not a political or 
religious organization.

Q: What do you like best about visit-
ing Israel?
A: I call it the “magic of Israel.” It’s 
hard to explain, but I love seeing how 
it’s flourished and grown over the 
many years that I have been visiting. I 
love the people and the food. I think 
Israel is so critically important for the 
survival of Jewish people and I believe 
that in order for Northeast Florida to 
be vibrant and strong, so does Israel.

Q: What do you enjoy doing in your 
spare time?
A: I love football; I’m a huge Phila-
delphia Eagles fan and also a Mizzou 
Tigers fan. I love to walk, eat, watch 
movies and spend time with my 
family. I also just started taking golf 
lessons. 

[Editor’s Note: Visit www.jewishjack-
sonville.org for more information about 
the Jewish Federation & Foundation 
of Northeast Florida and how you can 
help.]

Photo courtesy Jewish Federation & Foundation of Northeast Florida

Mariam Feist

Mariam Feist

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates is ready to help you with all of your 
dental needs and we look forward to providing you with personalized 

service and unparalleled treatment.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 • Adult Dentistry: (904) 886-4867

www.nemetzdental.com

We Welcome New Patients

We offer
Pediatric Dentistry

Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

20 foot Fraser fir tree that will be the 
centerpiece of the tree lighting event 
on Friday, Dec. 3 beginning at 5 p.m. 
— in the heart of Mandarin on historic 
Mandarin Road. 

“Join us on the Mandarin Community 
Club grounds for food, live music, a 
visit with Santa and of course the light-
ing of the massive Christmas tree,” said 
Mandarin Community Club president, 
Susie Scott. “The tree will brighten the 
night with hundreds of sparkling lights 
and is topped with a custom handmade 
giant orange tree topper to represent the 
Mandarin name and tradition.” 

Gates will open at 5 p.m. and a food 
vendor will be available for those that 
want to arrive early to park and grab 
some light dinner. For safety of all, the 
gates will close just prior to the 6:30 
p.m. tree lighting. 

“And kids, bring your letters to Santa to 
drop into Santa’s Mailbox for delivery to 
the North Pole,” said Scott.

The club is also selling luminary kits and 
encouraging everyone to Light the Night 
and show their love for Mandarin. 

“LUM means ‘Light Up Mandarin’ with 
your luminary kit for sale before and 
during the Tree Lighting event,” Scott 
said. “And get ready for Santa’s visit on 
the night of Dec. 24 by buying a pack 
of Reindeer Food, which will also be 
sold as a fundraiser for the community 
club.” 

To purchase luminary kits, call Mark 
at (904) 704-6787 or the Mandarin 
Community Club at (904) 268-1622 
with the number of kits requested — 
while supplies last. Each kit consists of 
10 white bags, 10 battery operated tea 
lights and sand for only $10. 

The Mandarin Community Club is 
located at 12447 Mandarin Road. Visit 
mandarincommunityclub.org or email 
mandarincommunityclub@gmail.com 
for more information.

Community Tree Lighting cont. from pg. 1
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Call fo
r pricing 

on our new 

Business Card 

size ads!

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzles

Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

• Driveways

• Pavers

• Patios
Catering to the needs of the

homeowner since 2002

• Walkways

• Concrete Removal

• Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

www.floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential - no project too small

Maria Hickman-Diaz
Independent Beauty Consultant 
Shop 24/7 at MaryKay.com/My007beauty
Cell (904) 257-6595 

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel
Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE & MORE

Mandarin Rotary supports local 
charities, builds wheelchair ramps
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com 

The Rotary Club of Mandarin recently completed 
its 2021 online charity fundraising auction and 
raffle, which were very successful. Primary benefi-
ciaries of the money raised by the club were the 
Mandarin Food Bank and the Mandarin Presby-
terian Daily Bread Food Pantry, each of which 
received $10,000. Because of the ongoing Covid 
pandemic, both organizations have experienced 
much greater demands for their services, and both 
will use the donations to more effectively provide 
desperately needed food to local residents. Also 
receiving donations from the club were the Clarke 
School for Hearing and Speech, Hart Felt Minis-
tries, the Mandarin Museum and Historical Society, 
and Yesha Ministries.

Additionally, the Rotary Club of Mandarin, in part-
nership with Hart Felt Ministries, has continued 
its ongoing program to build wheelchair ramps for 
mobility-challenged Mandarin area residents. Two 
ramps were recently constructed free of charge for 
local homeowners John Mullins and Joyce Fletcher. 
Club workers include project leader Louis Dun-
bar, Jill Dunbar, Sam Dunbar, Paul Hardaker, Bill 
Gowen, Kenn Allen, Craig Fertenbaugh, Mason 
Fertenbaugh, Sam Folds, Jimmy Johns, Marion 
Lanahan, and Avery Cochran. These projects were 
part of Mandarin Rotary’s commitment to build at 
least one wheelchair ramp every calendar quarter 
for local residents in need of help.

The Rotary Club of Mandarin is dedicated to ser-
vice to others, with a motto of ”Service Above Self.” 
Contact Membership Chairman Wes Caldwell at 
Wes@cmabenefits.com for more information about 
the Rotary Club of Mandarin, which meets for 
breakfast every Tuesday at 7:30 a.m. at the Ramada 
Inn on Hartley Road in Mandarin.



MandarinNewsLine December 2021 | Page 11

T H E  F O L L O W I N G 
ADS HAVE NOT BEEN 
SCREENED BY  T HE 
SOUTHEASTERN AD-
VERTISING PUBLISHERS 
ASSOCIATION (SAPA); 
Therefore, any discrep-
ancies thereof shall not 
be the responsibility of 
the aforementioned as-
sociation.  Your publish-
er has agreed to par-
ticipate in this program 
and run these ads as a 
service to the South-
eastern Adver tising 
Publishers Association.

AUTOMOBILES

 A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR 
FOR BREAST CANCER! 
Help United Breast 
Foundation education, 
prevention & support 
programs. FAST FREE 
PICKUP - 24 HR RE-
SPONSE - TAX DEDUC-
TION  1-855-758-6966  (t

CASH FOR CARS! We 
buy all cars! Junk, high-
end, totaled – it doesn't 
matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! 
Call 1-833-238-0340  (t)

DONATE YOUR CAR 
OR TRUCK TO HERI-
TAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-855-972-5518  (m)

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts 
F o u n d a t i o n .  Fa s t , 
FREE pick-up. Max tax-
deduction. Operators 
are standing by! Call 
1-833-909-0926   (m)

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. 
Call 1-800-245-0398

EDUCATION / 
INSTRUCTION

Attention Active Duty 
& Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career 
and earn your Degree at 
CTI! Online Computer & 
Medical training avail-
able for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, 
ca l l  8 3 3 -9 70- 3 4 6 6

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Be-
come a Medical Office 
Professional online 
at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to 
w o r k  i n  m o n t h s ! 
C a l l  8 6 6 -7 1 7- 8 6 0 6

Train online to do medi-
cal billing! Become a 
Medical Off ice Pro-
fessional at CTI! Get 
trained & certified to 
work in months! 888-
572-6790. The Mission, 
Program Information 
and Tuition is located 
at CareerTechnical .
edu/consumer-infor-
mation. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Attention Active Duty 
& Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career 
and earn your Degree at 
CTI! Online Computer & 
Medical training avail-
able for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, 
call 844-545-4568  (t)

 COMPUTER & IT TRAIN-
ING PROGRAM! Train 
ONLINE to get the skills 
to become a Computer 
& Help Desk Profes-
sional now! Grants and 
Scholarships available 
for certain programs 
for quali f ied appli-
cants. Call CTI for de-
tails!  866-455-0151 (t)

 TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Be-
come a Medical Office 
Professional online 
at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to 
work in months! Call 
8 5 5 - 9 7 2 - 3 2 8 8   ( t )

FINANCIAL

Over $10K in debt? 

Be debt free in 24-
4 8  months .  Pay  a 
fraction of what you 
owe.  A+ BBB rated.  
Cal l  Nat ional  Debt 
Relief 866-949-0934.

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 
OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & 
bank levies, liens & au-
dits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & re-
solve tax debt FAST. Call 
844-606-1554 (Hours:  
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm PST)

Credit Card Debt Relief! 
Reduce payment by up 
to 50%! Get one LOW 
affordable payment/
month. Reduce interest. 
Stop calls.  FREE no-
obligation consultation 
Call 833-755-1695  (t)

The COVID crisis has 
cost us all something. 
Many have lost jobs 
and f inancial secu-
rity. Have $10K In Debt? 
Credit Cards. Medical 
Bills. Car Loans. Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! 
We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 
1-87 7-316-7 129  (m)

We s l e y  F i n a n c i a l 
Group, LLC. Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational 
package and learn 
how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 
84 4-405-1099  (m)

Need IRS Relief $10K 
- $125K+ Get Fresh 
Start or Forgiveness 
Call 1-855-908-2440 
Monday through Fri-
day 7AM-5PM PST  (t)  

Never Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! 
Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE . $200.00 
OFF + 2 FREE Months! 
1-833-304-2083  Hours 
Mon-Thu, Sun :  9:30 
am to 8:00 pm Fri :  
9:30 am to 2:00 pm 
(all times Eastern).  (t)

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life In-
surance! No medical 
exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-721-
1875 or visit www.Life-
55plus.info/flma   (m)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Stroke and Cardiovas-
cular disease are lead-
ing causes of death, 
according to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. 
Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or 
early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screen-
ing. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-866-563-3640

Attention: Oxygen Us-
ers!  Gain f reedom 
with a Portable Oxy-
gen Concentrator!  No 
more heavy tanks and 
re f i l ls!  Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices!  Call the 
Oxygen Concentrator 
Store:  844-866-4793

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! 50 Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW! 87 7-266-9827

VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! 50 Generic 
Pills SPECIAL $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Phy-
sicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Cov-
ers 350 procedures. 
Real insurance - not 
a discount plan. Get 
your free dental info 

kit! 1-888-623-3036 
w w w . d e n t a l 5 0 p -
l u s . c o m / 5 8  # 6 2 5 8

Attention oxygen ther-
apy users! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 
2.8 pounds. Free info 
kit. Call 877-929-9587

Stroke & Cardiovascu-
lar disease are lead-
ing causes of death 
according to the AHA. 
Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early 
detection! Call Life Line 
Screening to schedule 
a screening. Special 
offer 5 screenings for 
$149. 1-833-549-4540

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Com-
pany.  Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance 
– NOT just a discount 
plan. Don't wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 
1-833-424-6043 www.
dental50plus.com/cpf 
#6258 ( m )

Don't let the stairs limit 
your mobility! Discover 
the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today!  
1-844-994-1745  (m)

Life Alert. One press of a 
button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on 
the go. Mobile Pendant 
with GPS. FREE First Aid 
Kit (with subscription.) 
CALL 87 7-35 4 -1492 
FREE Brochure.  (m)

Lung Cancer? And Age 
60+? You and Your Fam-
ily May Be Entitled to 
Significant Cash Award. 
Call 1-855-635-9214 for 
Information. No Risk. No 
Money Out of Pocket.  (t)

P o r t a b l e  O x y g e n 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 
855-397-7056  (m)

Stroke and Cardiovas-
cular disease are lead-
ing causes of death, 
according to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. 
Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or 
early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screen-
ing. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-855-708-0597  (m)

 VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 
pills for $99. 100 pills 
for $150. FREE shipping. 
Money back guaran-
teed! 1-855-457-9751  (t)

 MISCELLANEOUS

A D O P T I O N .  N o r t h-
ern California family 
promises baby warm, 
loving home. Secure 
future, devoted grand-
parents, educational 
opportunities. Reloca-
tion possible, generous 
living expenses. Lisa 
1(510)390-3524 or at-
torney 1(310)663-3467.

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year!  
Cal l  855-993-0514!  
(M-F 8am-8pm Central)

DISH Network. $59.99 
f o r  19 0  C ha n n e l s ! 
Blazing Fast Internet, 
$ 19.99/mo.  (where 
available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 
R e m o t e .  F R E E  H D 
DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call 
today! 1-855-419-7188

BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize 
in safe bathing.  Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers.  Call 
for a free in-home con-
sultation:  877-661-6587

Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DI-
RECTV & Save + get 
a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels 
For Less Money. Re-
strictions apply. Call 
Now! 866-507-1326

EXPIRES SOON: Switch 
to DISH + get a 2 YEAR 
PRICE LOCK!! Plus get 
Free Premium Chan-
nels for 3 mos. Free 
Installation (up to 6 
rooms)! 866-393-1134

Cross country Moving, 
Long distance Mov-
ing Company, out of 
s t a t e  m o v e  $ 7 9 9 
Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on 
your Long distance 
move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-855-404-2366

Credit Card Debt Relief! 
Reduce payment by up 
to 50%! Get one LOW 
affordable payment/
month. Reduce inter-
est. Stop calls.  FREE 
no-obligation consulta-
tion Call 866-892-2773

DIRECTV for $69.99/
mo for 12 months with 
C H O I C E  P a c k a g e . 
Watch your favorite 
live sports, news & en-
tertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max 
FREE. Directv is #1 in 
Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) 
Call for more details! 
(some restrictions ap-
ply) Call 1-877-666-2821

The Generac PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power out-
ages and power your 
home. Full installation 
services available. $0 
Down Financing Op-
tion. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-855-913-2156

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  
Cal l :  833-566-0676

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. 
Call 1-888-927-8649

LONG DISTANCE MOV-
ING: Call today for a 
F R E E  Q U OT E  f r o m 
America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let 
us take the stress out 
of moving! Call now 
to speak to one of our 
Quality Relocation Spe-
cialists: 855-632-1769

Never clean your gut-
ters again! Get Gutter 
Guards installed to pro-
tect your home! Easy 
installation, affordable, 
and will last a lifetime! 
Call now for a FREE 
QUOTE 888-381-1343

The Generac PWRcell 
so lar  p lus  batter y 
storage system. Save 
money, reduce reli-
ance on grid, prepare 
for outages & power 
your home. Full installa-
tion services. $0 down 
financing option. Re-
quest free no obligation 
quote. 1-855-270-3785

G EN ER A C  S t a n d b y 

Generators provide 
backup power dur-
ing power outages, so 
your home & family 
stay safe & comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 
7-yr extended warranty 
$695 value! Request 
a free quote today! 
Call for terms & condi-
tions. 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 
free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-995-2490

Directv Now. No Satel-
lite. $40/mo 65 Chan-
nels .  Stream news, 
l ive events ,  spor ts 
& on demand titles. 
No contract/commit-
ment. 1-866-825-6523

New authors wanted! 
Page Publishing will 
help self-publish your 
book .  Fre e  au thor 
submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! 866-951-7214

AT&T Internet. Start-
i n g  a t  $ 4 0 / m o n t h 
w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of 
data/mo. Ask how to 
bundle & SAVE! Geo 
& svc restrictions ap-
ply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 855-761-1725

Update your home with 
beautiful new blinds 
& shades .  Free in-
home estimates make 
it convenient to shop 
from home. Profes-
sional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the 
USA . Free consulta-
tion: 877-212-7578. Ask 
about our specials!

Long distance moving: 
Call  for a free quote 
from America’s Most 
Trusted Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! 
Speak to a relocation 
specialist 888-721-2194

HughesNet - Finally, 
super-fast internet no 
matter where you live. 
25 Mbps just $59.99/
mo! Unlimited Data is 
Here. Stream Video. 
Bundle T V & Inter-
net. Free Installation.  
C a l l  8 6 6 - 4 9 9 - 0 1 4 1

DISH TV $64.99 for 190 
channels + $14.95 high 
speed internet. Free in-
stallation, smart HD DVR 
included, free voice re-
mote. Some restrictions 
apply. Promo expires 
1/21/22. 1-833-872-2545

Looking for assisted 
living, memory care, or 
independent living? A 
Place for Mom simpli-
fies the process of find-
ing senior living at no 
cost to your family. Call 
1-833-386-1995 today!

Stop worrying! Sil-
verBi l ls  e l iminates 
the stress & hassle of 
bill pmts. Household 
bills guaranteed to 
be paid on time as 
long as appropriate 
funds are available. 
No computer  neces-
sary. Free trial/custom 
quote 1-855-703-0555

Bu s i n e s s  o w n e r s . 
Eliminate credit card 
processing fees 100%, 
pass on a legal 4% 
non-cash charge to the 
customer. Chain stores 
welcome. 337-849-8083

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military 

Discounts available.  
Call: 833-957-0862  (t)

G EN ER A C  S t a n d b y 
Generators provide 
backup power during 
utility power outages, 
so your home and fam-
ily stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote 
today! Call for addi-
tional terms and condi-
tions. 1-855-708-4101  
(Place Under Home 
Improvement)  (m)

 KILL ROACHES GUAR-
ANTEED! Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. Odor-
less, Long Lasting. Avail-
able:  Publix, Hardware 
Stores, Home Centers.

 The Generac PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power out-
ages and power your 
home. Full installation 
services available. $0 
Down Financing Op-
tion. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-855-706-0484  
(Place Under Home 
Improvement)  (m)

AT&T Internet. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. 
Get  More For  Your 
High-Speed Internet 
Thing.  Ask us how 
to bundle and SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. Call us today 
1-87 7-568-5045. (m)

Become a published 
author! Publications 
sold at all major secu-
lar & specialty Chris-
tian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Pub-
lishing for your FREE 
author submission kit. 
1-844-293-6611  (m)

Become a Published 
Author. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dor-
rance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript 
submissions currently 
being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services:  
Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and 
Distribution. Call for 
your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-844-218-1247 
or visit http://dorran-
ceinfo.com/florida  (m) 

Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DI-
RECTV & Save + get 
a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For 
Less Money. Restric-
tions apply. Call Now! 
1-855-7 73-0527  ( t)

DIRECTV for $69.99/
mo for 12 months with 
CHOICE Package. Watch 
your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment 
anywhere. One year 
o f  HBO Max  FREE . 
DirecTV is #1 in Cus-
tomer Satisfaction (JD 
Power & Assoc.) Call 
for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) Call 
1-844-335-2369  (m)

Directv Stream - The 
Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Fa-
vorite Screens. CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo 
for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once 
in your home. HBO 
Max FREE for 1 yr (w/
CHOICE Package or 
higher.) Call for more 
details today! (some 
restrictions apply) Call 
IVS 1-866-460-1886   (m)

DISH Network. $64.99 
f o r  19 0  C ha n n e l s ! 
Blazing Fast Internet, 
$ 19.99/mo.  (where 
available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 
1-855-895-7245  (m)

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative 
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 
128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  
License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# 
C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registra-
tion# PA069383  Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# 
H-19114

1-855-595-2102CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
866-643-0438

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

December 2021 Job Finder
TIRE OUTLET - 13 LOCATIONS! Current openings for Call Center Representatives, Mechan-
ics, Technicians, and Management. To apply, visit our careers page tireoutlet.com/
careers or call 904.600.0089

Betty Griffin Thrift Store 445 SR 13 Fruit Cove is hiring a full-time Driver with excellent 
driving record. Responsible for pick-up /delivery and preparation of merchandise $13.00/
hour, 40 hrs/ week send resume to Bevs@bettygriffincenter.org 

 Betty Griffin Center is hiring a full time legal assistant/paralegal.  Duties include as-
sisting with injunctions and family law. Word, Excel, PCLaw & Family Law experience 
preferred, fast learner and highly organized. Send resume, salary requirements and 
references to Bevs@bettygriffincenter.org and tschmidtalpers@bettygriffincenter.org        

Are you already in the Childcare field or need a career change? Call to inquire about our 
part and full-time job opportunities. We are a family owned and operated Childcare/
Learning Center located in St Augustine. (904) 940-9410

Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $49.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-877-929-1176  (m)

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off En-
tire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-866-287-4769  (Place Under 
Home Improvement) (m)

Get your Medical Marijuana 
card fast and easy. From pain 
to anxiety marijuana helps 
with hundreds of medical 
conditions. Stop taking opi-
oids. Pre-certify by phone. 
Call Now 1-833-420-0421

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data   FREE 

Off-Peak Data. FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation 
for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-855-485-4101  (m)

4 G  LT E  H o m e  I n t e r -
net Now Available! Get 
GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your ser-
vice with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/
mo! 1-888-708-1498  (t)

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS 
ON SITE provides FREE diag-
nosis REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE 
DURING COVID19. No home 
visit necessary. $40 OFF with 
coupon 86407! Restrictions 
apply. 1-855-993-4172)  (t)

Wanted To Buy

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 

belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service 
or product is advised by 
this publication. In order 
to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do 
not offer employment but 
rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories 
and other materials designed 
to help their clients establish 
mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance 
or give the client your check-
ing, license ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware of 
ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit 
and note that if a credit repair 
company does business only 
over the phone it is illegal to 
request any money before 
delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dol-
lars. Toll free numbers may 
or may not reach Canada.

Photo courtesy Lynn Cuda

The Mandarin Community Club hosted a wreath laying ceremony at Billard Park 
on Nov. 7. This ceremony has been performed each year since 2007. Pictured is the 

American Heritage Girls FL Troop 1512, who led attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mandarin Community 
Club honors veterans
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3760 Kori Road • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

Industrial

Affordable Water solutions for 
your home with the best customer 

service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Schedule your personalized  
experience today!

(904) 584-9806 
HarborChase.com

12350 San Jose Blvd 
Jacksonville, FL 32223

ALF#13126

100% 
VACCINATED!

OUR ASSOCIATES ARE

Come Home
for the Holidays

Photo courtesy Jackie Wright

During the first week of November, the St. Therese chapter of the Junior Daughters of the King at Episcopal 
Church of Our Saviour held a drive to collect items and cash for the Humane Society. They were able to collect 
a lot of items, including dog and cat food and treats, toys, linens, bed, even a large cage, as well as $200 cash. 

On Nov. 7, three of the members gathered the donations together and delivered it all to the Humane Society. 
Pictured are Doria Wright, secretary/treasurer, Alexis Gentry, president, and Clara Turvey, music director.

Group holds donation drive for 
Jacksonville Humane Society

Eagle project of new slant steps for 
obstacle course benefits swim school
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Planning for an Eagle Scout project 
sometimes takes a few 
months, but due to the 
COVID pandemic, 
some projects were 
delayed for much longer. 
Ryan Vogel had already 
completed all of his re-
quired merit badges and 
qualifications and was in 
the process of deciding 
on his Eagle project at 
the end of 2019. 

Vogel is part of the club swimming pro-
gram at Splash Jax Swim School, where he 
swims five times a week, a couple of hours 
a day. He is also involved in swimming 
for Wolfson High School, and has done 
so for the last four years. One day in June 
2021, Chris Oliver, the owner of Splash 
Jax, was talking to Vogel about a new 
obstacle course he was planning to build at 
his facility to give his swimmers something 
fun and challenging for strength training. 
Vogel, still seeking an Eagle project idea, 
offered to build part of the obstacle course. 
A set of slant steps, which are those steps 
people jump on, going back and forth, 
normally seen as the first challenge on 
the American Ninja Warrior show, were 
decided upon for Vogel’s project.

Vogel was excited to now have the project 
decided, and with an organization that 

means so much to him. He designed the 
steps at home with some 3-D modeling 
software. The design called for a total of 

six steps, the first two with a 26-degree 
angle, the next two with a 28-degree angle, 
and the final with a 30-degree angle. Once 
the design plans were completed, with the 
help of his father, Vogel built a single step 
as a sample. The design was approved by 
Oliver and Vogel organized a build day 
with members of his Scout Troop 136 to 
build and paint all the steps. He wanted 
to include a technology-type element into 
the project, so he 3-D printed a plaque for 
each step identifying it as his Eagle Scout 
project.

The completed slant steps were installed at 
Splash Jax in August 2021. Vogel complet-
ed his Eagle Scout conference on Sept. 13, 
2021 and has been awarded the rank of 
Eagle Scout as a part of Troop 136, which 
is a small troop out of All Saints Episcopal 
Church in San Marco. 

Photos courtesy Joe Vogel

Ryan Vogel at his Eagle Board of Review receiving the Eagle Scout rank.

Troop 136's build project day for Ryan Vogel's Eagle project.
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2006053

Happy holidays, 
neighbors.

I wish all my neighbors a safe and happy holiday season and

 

the very best in the New Year. It’s a true joy to be part of such

 

a wonderful community. 

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there. ®

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL  32223
Bus: 904-268-5522   Fax: 904-262-7999
www.jimregister.com

For 3 years in a row, River Garden is 
Newsweek’s #1 Nursing Home in Florida 
and recognized as a Best Nursing Home 
by U.S. News & World Report. River Garden 
offers a purposeful, safe environment for 
seniors who require extra support regardless 
of their financial or insurance status.  
If you need help, request River Garden. 

Schedule a Visit Today
904.260.1818 or RiverGarden.org

The Best Senior Care in  
Northeast Florida

Save the Dates (2022 Events)
Anniversary Day | March 27

River Garden Classic | April 13
River Garden Gala | December 10

Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Captain David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.comFishing

As we are about to enter the coolest part of 
the year, fishing our area waters becomes 
much less predictable. One reason is, fish 
are a lot like us. Some species head south 
for the winter to enjoy warmer waters. 
Others suffer from Seasonal Affective 
Disorder (“S.A.D”) where they don't feel 
like eating, don't have much energy, and 
hunker down somewhere warm and deep 
waiting for warmer 
weather to return. 
And then there are 
some that seem to 
enjoy the cooler 
temps and continue 
with their normal 
activities.

As many species 
of fish head south 
for the winter, the 
end result is much 
slower fishing for 
these fish in our area 
waters (especially 
nearshore and off-
shore species). The 
good news is that 
fishing just a few 
hours south of here 
really picks up dur-
ing the winter months. If you just happen 
to be one of those folks that suffers from 
winter anxiety, or lack of fishing depres-
sion, a weekend or even longer fishing trip 
can easily be accomplished with a quick 
trip to most anywhere in South Florida 
or the Keys, where you can enjoy warmer 
weather and some pretty good fishing.

For the species that are still around but 
suffer from S.A.D., the good news for 
us is, they are still around. Trout, reds, 
flounder, sheepshead and others remain 
available all year long, and like many of 
us, they prefer to come out of their winter 
retreats when mild and warmer days come 
up. During these days they may be out 
to enjoy a dinner or two which hopefully 
happens to be on a hook tied to the end of 
our fishing line. 

We also have some species of fish that 
apparently don't mind winter weather 
too much. As a matter of fact, these 
fish are probably targeted more over the 
winter than the rest of the year. Striped 
bass on the freshwater/saltwater side, 
and speckled perch (also known as crap-
pie) on the freshwater side are renowned 

for their winter bites.

Striped bass or stripers often like poor, 
damp, cool, and cloudy days. They are 
most commonly caught at the deepest 
depths or somewhere in-between. From 
any of the downtown Jacksonville bridges 
to all the other bridges as far south as 
Shands, working plugs or lures at various 

depths or cut bait 
or a live shiner will 
catch them.

For many an angler, 
the speckled perch 
is what North Flor-
ida winter fishing 
is all about. They 
own boats that are 
specifically rigged 
for speck fishing 
with multiple rod 
holders mounted 
from bow to stern, 
with rods and reels 
that are designed to 
catch just speckled 
perch. Arguably the 
best tasting fresh-
water gamefish in 
these parts, these 

fish are known to bunch up during winter 
months on lake and creek beds providing 
excellent catches for those who go after 
them. Slow trolled or drifted speck jigs or 
live minnows are used to catch them. Area 
creeks, but especially inland lakes in the 
Keystone, Palatka, Ocala, and Gainesville 
areas of the state should provide enough 
fishing to get anyone suffering from a lack 
of fishing deficiency through the winter.

Fishing Report: The river is slowing 
down; fishing docks for reds and trout are 
always worth a try. Bass and bream in area 
freshwater locations still provide decent 
catches.

Whether you catch one, some, or none, 
the family time spent fishing will last a 
lifetime. 

Email your Catch of the Month photo 
to catchofthemonthpictures@gmail.
com. Be sure to include the name of the 
person(s) in the photo, the name of the 
person who took the photo, the type of 
fish and date and location of the catch. 
We will select a photo each month for 
publication.

Photo courtesy Marc Herbert

Jameson holding one of 13 fish caught on a private dock 
at Mandarin Point. 

REBECCA THOMSON
(724) 968-7602

Rebecca@FloridaNewsLine.com

Coming in the January issue!

Call today to find out 
how your business 

can be included!
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Gardening
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

mail@floridanewsline.com

Gardening for diversity

Dr. Jimmy Glenos Dr. Craig Hadgis

2021

NOW OPEN

2368 Research Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

Some years ago I found a small tree 
growing in my yard. Larry Figart, our 
Extension Urban Forester, identified it 
as a southern hackberry or sugarberry 
(Celtis laevigata). I dutifully read about 

it and was pleased that it had found 
a home here. Since it produces small 
berries, clearly a bird had deposited the 
seed, and a self-sown seed of anything 
that survives without my intervention 

ultimately does well.

The tree grew. Birds found insects 
in the canopy, hummingbirds used 
the thin, sometimes sparsely foliated 
twigs as resting places, butterflies came 
and went, and squirrels made it their 
playground. Current inhabitants in-
clude lady beetles. I enjoyed seeing the 
knobbly bark develop and its weeping 
form is very pleasing to the eye. But all 
things must change. Although I knew, 
intellectually, that it could become a 
large tree (https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/
ST/ST13800.pdf ), I couldn’t visualize 
the impact it would have in my rela-
tively small yard. It has grown to take 
up about a quarter of the air space and 
has done that in a mere 10 – 15 years. 
It’s just in the wrong place.

According to Terra Freeman, Horti-
cultural Extension Agent in St. Johns 
County: 

This fast grower ultimately reaches 50 
to 80 feet tall by 40 to 50 feet wide and 
forms a rounded to vase-shaped crown. 
Hackberry’s greatest attribute lies in its 
wildlife value, serving as a larval host 
plant for Question Mark, Mourning 
Cloak, and American Snout butterflies. 
The sweet fruits are consumed by many 
birds, including cedar waxwings, wood-
peckers, pheasants and quail.

So — how could I miss that!? My 
research merits a failing grade, but I 

bring up my lack of judgement to illus-
trate how we can really impact our im-
mediate environment by choosing the 
wrong tree. I can’t stress this enough. 
The wildlife Terra mentions is soon to 
be deprived of their home and food 
source. (No, I don’t see pheasants in 
my neighborhood, although years ago I 
was astonished to see a few quail!) 

A living tree will go. To compensate, in 
a small way, I’m waiting for the leaves 
to fall. They will make a valuable soil 
amendment, spread around as mulch. 
Maybe there will be some insects that 
survive among the leaves. I’ll keep as 
much of the rest of the tree as is rea-
sonable in a small yard. I’ll make some 
brush piles from branches and twigs, 
hoping that any insects hunkered down 
in bark crevices will have a chance at 
survival. Larger branches placed in out 
of the way places in the yard will make 
good habitat for other wildlife. Fungi 
and wood-boring insects will help the 
wood to decompose, adding nutrients 
back into the soil. Lizards, snakes, and 
small mammals might use the brush 
piles as shelter. I already know there 
are legless lizards, garter snakes, and 
black racers here. (Skinks have been 
absent for quite a while — probably 
because of the local feral cats — which 
is disappointing. Maybe they’ll return, 
now that we’ve installed some fencing 
to thwart those darn cats.)

If I leave the trunk standing as a snag, 
cutting through the living layers of 
bark near the ground to hasten its de-
mise, it could also host some of the di-
verse wildlife we need. It’s not enough 
to encourage hummingbirds, bees, and 
butterflies into our yards. We need to 
help support a species-rich web of life, 
from the tiniest microbes in our soils to 
the tallest trees, in all our yards. 

Now I’m looking for one or two 
smaller native trees or shrubs that 
would be wildlife friendly, and more 
in keeping with the yard. Candidates 
include Walter’s viburnum (Viburnum 
obovatum), Florida privet (Forestiera 
segregata), and flatwoods plum (Prunus 
umbellata) — and it’s a good season for 
planting! 

Happy holidays, to one and all.
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Birmingham surprisesTravel

Speech & Hearing Health 
for the Whole Family

• Comprehensive Hearing Evaluations
Hearing Aid Fittings, Adjustments & Repairs• 
Hearing Protection• 
Tinnitus & Hyperacusis Treatment• 
Speech & Language Assessments• 
Therapy for Development & Delays• 
and so much more!• 

New Location!

14595 Philips Highway Suite 2
Jacksonville, FL 32256

904.355.3403  |  www.SHCJAX.org

I’d made the mistake of 
overlooking Birmingham, 
Ala., until a recent trip.  I 
found the city packed with 
delightful surprises ranging 
from an extraordinary 
culinary scene to the poi-
gnant Civil Rights history 
to a mammoth statue of 
Vulcan.

Birmingham earned the 
title “Dining Table of the 
South” for a good rea-
son. James Beard Award 
winners and nominees 
are everywhere, and their 
creations taste yummy. 
Chef Chris Hastings, a 
most hospitable man and 
owner of the Hot and 
Hot Fish Club, creates innovative dishes 
such as the Fish in a Fish in a Fish. Trust 
me — just try it. Frank Stitt, known as the 
iconic “Godfather of Southern Cuisine,” 
appeared as a caring, dedicated, and soft-
spoken chef. He and his wife own and 
manage four top city restaurants, includ-
ing the Highlands Bar and Grill, known 
for its exceptional service. Stitt employs 
award-winning pastry chef Dolester Miles, 
who makes the super scrumptious coconut 

cake at Bottega Café. Another vivacious 
foodie, Becky Satterfield, makes magic 
happen at Satterfield’s Restaurant. Pick 
any of these dining establishments for din-
ner and you won’t be disappointed. 

The city attracted many Greek residents 
over the years, and they tended to start 
breakfast and lunch eateries. Don’t miss 
Demetri’s Barbecue for breakfast. Yes, 
you can order BBQ in the morning, but I 
preferred the feta and tomato-filled Greek 
omelet. For lunch, try Johnny’s Restaurant 
in Homewood for their beloved Greek-
inspired brunch/lunch menu run by Chef 
Tim Hontzas. 

Sadly, Birmingham’s past includes horrific 
civil rights conflicts, including the tragic 
16th Street Baptist Church bombing that 
killed four young African American girls 
in 1963. I toured the site studying the 
educational timeline, and watching the 
documentary film in the church base-
ment. Directly across the street, you’ll find 
the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, 
a must-see modern museum. The facil-
ity houses interactive displays, archives, 
and videos, so plan on spending a few 
hours. Kelly Ingram Park fronts both sites, 

the former staging area for non-violent 
demonstrations where participants were 
besieged by police dogs and powerful fire 
hoses.

For a calm respite, head to the Birming-
ham Botanical Gardens. Roam the 67 
acres, free to the public, or bring children 
and let them run. The Japanese Garden, a 
highlight, contains a traditional tea house, 
waterfall, bamboo groves, and Japanese 
maples. The seasonal changes make return 
trips to this tranquil setting worthwhile. 

One of the fun spots in the city, at least for 
me, was Vulcan Park. I was astounded to 
learn that Birmingham was founded after 
the Civil War. The abundance of lime-
stone, coal, and iron ore provided jobs and 
made steel manufacturing possible. These 
industries attracted so many workers that 
the population grew quickly; indeed, so 
fast that the Magic City nickname arose as 
Birmingham appeared on the map almost 
overnight.

The city wanted to make its presence 
known at the 1904 World’s Fair so they 
commissioned sculptor Giuseppe Moretti 
to create the largest cast-iron statue in the 
world. Vulcan, the mythological Roman 
god of fire and forge, was such a hit the 
city kept him, and the burly, bearded 
statue now overlooks downtown. Tour 
Vulcan Park Museum to learn about 
Birmingham’s and the statue’s history. You 
can also ride an elevator to the top of the 

monument for a panoramic view; how-
ever, the only picture of the 56-feet tall 
casting you can see from on high happens 
to be his rearview! 

On Saturday morning, I took in the 
Farmers Market. I enjoyed many murals 
and Civil Rights markers downtown. 
Still, I did not have time for the McWane 
Science Museum or the Museum of Art. 
Like a magician, the Magic City brought 
me surprises and if you haven’t been, put it 
on your list.  For more information: www.
birminghamal.org

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more of 
local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories and 
travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

16th Street Baptist Church.

Birmingham: Dining Table of the South.

Vulcan, the blacksmith.

Fish in a Fish in a Fish.
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Raise your hand if you’ve 
ever had shoulder pain.   
5 symptoms you shouldn’t ignore 

If you have shoulder pain, even raising your hand can hurt.  
How do you know when it’s time to see a doctor? 

Call us today for an appointment!

904.JOI.2000 (564.2000)

© Baptist Health 2020

If you’re experiencing any of these symptoms, you could be making  
your shoulder worse by waiting: 

1. Clicking or popping in the shoulder joint

2. Persistent pain that intensifies with use

3. Pain that keeps you from sleeping or awakens you

4. Stiffness and inability to lift your arm over your head

5. Numbness, tingling or burning sensation 

Jacksonville Orthopaedic Institute physicians are shoulder pain specialists, offering 
pain management, physical therapy, non-invasive and minimally invasive procedures.

If more advanced treatment is needed, we offer innovative new options that could 
speed your recovery and help you get back to doing the things you love. 

Why live with shoulder pain? 
Orthopedic surgeons are conveniently  
located here at Baptist South,  
14550 Old St. Augustine Road,  
Jacksonville, FL 32258.

River City Science Academy Mandarin

EDUCATION
HIGH PERFORMING SCHOOL 

TUITION FREE 
STEM FOCUSED 
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL

NOW ENROLLING K-8
FOR 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR

APPLY ONLINE  RCSAMANDARIN.ORG

s T E M

OPEN HOUSE 
Links are available in rcsamandarin.org 

10am-10:45am   Virtual Meeting First Session
11am-11:45am    Virtual Meeting Second Session
12pm-1:45pm      School Building Visit- Self Guided

Fl
or

ida School of Character 

Class updates through easy and quick parent 
communication app.
Florida DOE certified instructors with continuous 
professional development.

STEM Focused “A” rated school by Florida Department 
of Education.
After school tutoring with no cost.
Strong focus on rigor, advanced classes, and gifted services.


