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Mandarin 
Community 
Club hosts Flag 
Retirement
By Susie Scott
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Mandarin Community Club will 
host a Flag Retirement Ceremony 
on Sunday, Feb. 20 at 2 p.m. This 
ceremony has become a very special 
annual service to the community 
as we collect faded, worn, damaged 
flags or any US flag in need of proper 
disposal.

The Mandarin Community Club 
has partnered with the Sons of 
the American Revolution (SAR) 
and affiliates like Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) for 
years to bring awareness of the need 
for our nation’s flags to be retired 
with respect and solemn honor. The 
community club hosts and the Sons 
of the American Revolution conducts 

Mandarin Community Club cont. on pg. 7

Church’s Baby Pantry ready to help parents in need
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Mandarin Lutheran Church members 
are pleased to offer a newly opened 
Baby Pantry, which strives to assist 
Jacksonville-area parents by providing 
baby care items such as diapers, wipes, 
bathing items, rash cream, and gently 
used clothing at no cost. This latest 
ministry of the church was the brain-
child of Carol Gomez, who suggested 
the idea when the church’s pastor, 
Anna Enderle, requested ministry sug-
gestions from her congregation.

“I was passionate about starting a 
Baby Pantry,” Gomez said. “I had 
looked for places like this in the Man-
darin area and wasn’t able to find any. 
The Food Bank may provide limited 
amounts of formula, but not other 
baby items.”

Gomez, who moved here from New York, 
said she became aware of Baby Pantries 
from a traveling youth ministry she was 
part of previously. She thought the idea 
had merit and is excited that her idea came 
to fruition, thanks to many donations re-

ceived by congregation members as well as 
parents at Deerwood Academy, where she 
teaches three- and four-year-old preschool. 
The Baby Pantry is set up at Mandarin 
Lutheran Church in one of the Sunday 
School rooms that conveniently has a door 
directly to the outside parking lot.  

“We have received lots of donations, 
but now are concentrating on getting 
the word out to parents who could ben-
efit from the Baby Pantry,” she said.

Gomez said the Baby Pantry is open on 
the first and third Sunday of each month 
from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. or by appoint-
ment by calling the church office. Need 
is on the honor system as they are not 
asking for proof of income — but hope 
people will allow them to help as many 
people as possible. Families should bring 
proof of residency (driver’s license, rental 
agreement) and proof that the child is 
officially in their care. Items are available 
on a first come, first served basis. 

“I want to see us be there in times of 
desperation, when families think no 
one is there for them … we are here to 
help,” Gomez said. 

Mandarin Lutheran Church is located at 
11900 San Jose Blvd. Call the church office 
at (904) 268-4591 or email babypantry@
mandarinlutheran.org for more information 
about donating or if you are in need of items 
for your baby.

Harriet Beecher Stowe descendant visits Mandarin
By Sandy Arpen
mail@floridanewsline.com

It was a special treat for members of the 
Mandarin Museum & Historical Society 
to meet Dr. Freeman Allen and his wife 
Marianne recently. Dr. Allen's ancestry 
goes back to Harriet and Calvin Stowe's 
youngest child, Georgiana (1843 
–1890). She married Rev. Henry Free-
man Allen (1838 – 1914), who had a 
son, Dr. Freeman Allen (1870 – 1930), 
who also had a son, Dr. Henry Freeman 
Allen (1916 – 1993).

So, our visitor was the great-great-
grandson of Harriet Beecher and Calvin 
Stowe. He comes from a distinguished 
line of preachers and physicians on both 
sides, Stowes and Allens.

The couple thoroughly enjoyed seeing 
Mandarin for the first time and learning 

Photo courtesy Carol Gomez

Gina List, Carol Gomez, and Pastor Anna Enderle at Mandarin 
Lutheran Church’s Baby Pantry.

Photo courtesy Sandy Arpen

Stowe great-great-grandson Dr. Freeman Allen and wife Marianne.Stowe descendant cont. on pg. 7

Photo courtesy Mandarin Community Club

2021 Flag Retirement Ceremony.
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Briefs

4235 Sunbeam Road, Jacksonville, FL 32257
 www.MillenniumPhysician.com

 

Wissam Shaya, M.D.
Welcome

Connect Today!
(904) 322-8535 

 • Walk-Ins Welcome
 • Same-Day Appointments
 • Annual Wellness Visits
 • On-site X-Ray
 • Also speaks French and Arabic
 • Medicare, Medicare Advantage & 
most major insurance accepted 

Dr. Wissam Shaya Family Medicine

StJamesCC.org   904 – 999-1423   12447 Mandarin Road at Brady Road            

                          Ash Wednesday.  Remember your mortality. Experience sorrow   
                            for sin. Recall your need for forgiveness and healing. Learn about  
                            this ancient devotion of showing repentance through ashes.           
                            Wednesday, March 2nd – 5:30 pm. 
 

                          Not Catholic? No problem. All are welcome to receive ashes.  
                                Free Church tour following service, an opportunity to learn about the  
                                oldest Christian faith at Jacksonville’s newest Catholic Mission Church. 
 

You are Dust. . . 

Reverent Worship,Rich in Tradition, Family Friendly 
 

     
 

 

3760 Kori Road • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

Industrial

Affordable Water solutions for 
your home with the best customer 

service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Pinochle players needed
The group of pinochle players at the 
Mandarin Senior Center is seeking 
new players to add to their fun. The 
group meets each Wednesday and 
Friday from 12:45 p.m. – 3 p.m. and 
they play four games. Experienced 
players or former players who haven’t 
played for awhile, but would like to 
get back into the game, are encour-
aged to show up at game time. 

The Mandarin Senior Center is lo-
cated at 3848 Hartley Road in Manda-
rin. Call the center at (904) 262-7309 
for more information. 

Mandarin Women’s Club hosts popular 
fashion show
On Thursday, Feb. 24, the Mandarin 

Women’s Club will hold its luncheon 
and annual Fashion Show at the Ra-
mada Inn in Mandarin, 3130 Hart-
ley Road. Club members will model 
casual and smart casual outfits pro-
vided by Dillard’s at the Town Center. 
Rodger Woika, manager of Dillard’s, 
and his assistant, Solange Rosales, will 
be assisting the models in selecting the 
clothing that is just right for each of 
them. Then they will describe what 
each model is wearing as she strolls 
among the attendees. The Fashion 
Show will begin at 11 a.m. followed 
by lunch.

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reserva-
tions for the luncheon are required. 

The luncheon cost is $18 and must 
be received by Thursday, Feb. 17. 
Call Susie at (904) 262-8981 or email 
spm104@aol.com to make reservations 
and obtain payment instructions. Visit 
www.mandarinwomensclub.com for 
more information on events, photos, 
and membership forms. 

Lifetree Café reopens
Lifetree Cafe is now serving up stimu-
lating conversation twice monthly. 
Attendees may share their thoughts, 
doubts and experiences about a wide 
variety of life and faith subjects or just 
listen to what others have to say. Life-
tree Café events are always safe places 
where people listen to and respect the 
thoughts of others.

Public invited events are held on the 
Briefs cont. on pg. 9
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FBF Meet Jimmy Dean!

Best Furry Friend
of the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was at Alberts Field. Our winners 
were Rob and Tina Laun. Congratulations!

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Call  Rebecca Thomson 724-968-7602
to reserve your advertising space!
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Answers: A. heart  B. pulse  C. monitor  D. muscle

Breed: 
Miniature Dachshund 

Favorite Activity: 
Chasing lizards and squirrels

Favorite Treat: 
Ice cubes from the freezer

Favorite Friend: 
His cat, Louie

How our BFF got his name: 
Well, Jimmy Dean sausages of course! 

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

2/28/2022 2/28/2022

Surprisingly great rates
that fit any budget.

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Bus: 904-268-5522 Fax: 904-262-7999
jim@jimregister.com

Get great rates and a good neighbor. Call me today.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer.
All applicants subject to State Farm®
underwriting requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
2101568

Happy Valentine's 
Day from your friends 

at Mandarin NewsLine!
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LET US SIMPLIFY YOUR ACCOUNTING NEEDS
 43 years of serving clients!

• Tax Planning and Prep for Business/Individual
• QuickBooks Consulting/Training
• Church Accounting - Clergy Taxation
• Pension Plans - IRAs

Dianne K. Briery
CPA  PLC
Certified Public
Accountant Call today for your no cost consultation

No cost consultation limited to ½ hour.

904-880-3200 | www.dkbrierycpa.com
Located in the Julington Creek Business Park •12627 San Jose Blvd, Suite 601 • Jacksonville, Florida 32223

TAX TIP
For 2021 and 2022, if you have a business (whether Schedule C, 
Corporation or Partnership), 100% of BUSINESS MEALS (instead of 
50%) purchased from a RESTAURANT is deductible. Requirements 
are that the meal is 1) ordinary and necessary business expense,
2) not lavish or extravagant, 3) taxpayer or employee is present,
4) provided to a current potential customer or other business contact, 
or 5) if at an entertainment activity, meal is stated separately.

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name 
Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products 
and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.1008115-00003-00

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

WHAT MAKES OUR 
RESIDENTS HAPPY?

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating 
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at 
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life 
Plan Community o� ers a stunning natural setting 
with spacious garden apartments and villa homes and 
an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy 
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare 
services, if they should be needed. 

Discover all there is to be happy about —
call us at (904) 861-6425 today!

“If I were still in my house I would not be 
doing half of what I’m doing here. And I’ve 

never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

What’s Going On in Mandarin? 
A modified calendar of events

February Community Calendar

Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 
1:30 p.m. at Mandarin Park. The courts 
are at the park entrance next to the tennis 
courts. Try to get there a few minutes 
early for court assignments. Beginners are 
welcome. Just show up (a few minutes 
before playing time), unless it rains.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. in the Annex Building of Faith 
Baptist Church of Mandarin, located at 
2955 Orange Picker Road. This jam is 
open to everyone and all levels of abil-
ity are welcome. Come to play with the 
group or just sit back and enjoy the mu-
sic. For more information, contact Burt 
Coulliette at (904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who 
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming 
(with all items donated to charity) meets 
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
at the outside eating area at Belgian Sweet 
House Bistro, 12276 San Jose Blvd. (next 
to Harbor Chase). Visit the group’s Face-
book page (Playing HOOKie) or email 
playinghookie31@gmail.com for more 
information.

Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet on 
Tuesday, Feb. 1 at 6:30 p.m. in Mandarin 
Presbyterian Church’s Fellowship Hall 
at 11844 Mandarin Road. Robin Alison 
will be presenting “The Island of Misfit 
Scraps,” where every scrap can find its 
place in a project. Mask-wearing request-
ed. New members/guests welcome. Visit 
honeybeequilters.org for more informa-
tion.

Community Meeting to discuss redis-
tricting of City Council districts on Feb. 3 
at 6 p.m. at Atlantic Coast High School. 
Every 10 years City Council district lines 
are reviewed and adjusted based upon 
population shifts within the city. All com-
munity members are welcome to attend. 

The historic buildings of the Mandarin 
Museum, including the 1875 Webb/
Jones farmhouse, 1876 Barn, 1898 St. 
Joseph's Mission Schoolhouse for African-
American Children, and Losco Winery 
log cabin will be open from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. on Feb. 5 and Feb. 19 in Walter 
Jones Historical Park, 11964 Mandarin 
Road. The Mandarin Museum, also in 
the park, is closed for construction and 
renovation, but Gift Shop items (books, 
Mandarin Frogs, art prints) will be avail-
able on the front porch when the park 
buildings are open. The 1911 Mandarin 
Store and Post Office will also be open on 
Feb. 19 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m at 12471 
Mandarin Road, just a mile west of the 
Walter Jones Historical Park. This build-
ing is on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Visit www.mandarinmuseum.net 
for more information.

The Under the Oaks community music 
jam, hosted by the Mandarin Museum 
& Historical Society and North Florida 
Folk Network will resume underneath 
the beautiful trees in front of Mandarin 
Museum on Sunday, Feb. 6 from 2 p.m. – 
4 p.m. If you play an acoustic instrument, 
feel free to join the song circle. If not, just 
bring a chair and relax and listen.

River City Science Academy will host 
its ninth annual STEM and Health 
Expo on Saturday, Feb. 12, 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. at 8160 Baymeadows Way West. 
This free event, open to the community, 
features science shows, STEM educators 
and scientists, hands-on activities, robots, 
community health supporters, health 
professionals, fire and police department 
representatives and vendor booths. Visit 
www.flstemexpo.com for more informa-
tion.

The All Star Quilters Guild will meet at 
10 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 21 at the First 
Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. 
The program is to be announced. Sew 
and Tell is always a feature.  Guests are 
welcome but masks are required.  Visit 
www.allstarquilters.org for more informa-
tion.

The Mandarin Women’s Club will host 
its monthly luncheon on Feb. 24 at the 
Ramada Inn Mandarin. Club members 
will model casual and smart casual outfits 
provided by Dillard’s at the Town Center. 
Rodger Woika, manager of Dillard’s, and 
his assistant Solange Rosales will be assist-
ing the models in selecting the clothing 
that is just right for each of them.  Doors 
open at 10:30 a.m. and the fashion show 
will begin at 11 a.m., followed by lunch. 
The luncheon cost is $18 and must be 
received by Thursday, Feb. 17. To make 
reservations and obtain payment instruc-
tions, call Susie at (904) 262-8981 or 
email her at spm104@aol.com. Visit 
www.mandarinwomensclub.com for 
more information on events, photos, and 
membership forms. 

The Italian American Club of Jackson-
ville will hold its popular Spaghetti to 
Go on Friday, Feb. 25 from 5 p.m. – 7 
p.m. at the club building, 2838 Westberry 
Road. Visit www.iacofjacksonville.com or 
call (904) 586-2700 for more informa-
tion.

The Jacksonville Camera Club's 
photography outing will be held during 
the Scottish Games on Feb. 26 at the 
Clay County Fairgrounds. Great images 
of people in Scottish attire, out of the 
ordinary sporting competitions, the pipes 
and drums and the presentation of the 
Clans all offer unique captures. Visit jax.
jaxcameraclub.com for more information.
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with Duval County School Board Member  
Lori Hershey, District 7Q A&

Julington Creek 
904.295.3163

DAILY SPECIALS
Lunch        
Dinner
Catering  
Grab & Go

Gluten free options
Gyro platters
Falafel
Kababs
Tabbouleh
Hummus
Grape leaves
Hot sandwiches
Oven pies
Kibbeh ball
Vegan dishes
Salads
Za'atar dip
Baba ganoush
Fresh pita bread

119 Bartram Oaks Walk, Suite 101
St. Johns FL 32259
904.295.3163 · Nouracafe.com

New 2nd Location!

COME TRY SOMETHING
NEW IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD!

Pick Up Orders
WE DELIVER
ORDER ONLINE

Monday - Saturday 10 am - 8 pm

House Finches 2/28/22.
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Q: Can you give a brief recap of your 
Chats with the Superintendent that 
were held in January?
A: I hosted two of these community 
meetings in January and I’d like to thank 
everyone who came out and participated. 
We had great questions from the commu-
nity. I am pleased to help provide this op-
portunity for us to come together and get 
an update on District 7 schools. Among 
other things, Superintendent Diana 
Greene shared the excellent graduation 
rates at Atlantic Coast High School and 
Mandarin High School as well as master 
plan specifics for District 7 utilizing funds 
from the half cent sales tax.

Q: What are upcoming important 
dates regarding School Choice for next 
school year?
A: Families still have time to apply 
for VPK, Magnet Schools and School 
Choice; the deadline is Monday, Feb. 28. 
Keep in mind that when parents submit a 
school choice application, they are enter-
ing into a lottery process with other par-
ents and there is no guaranteed placement 
of students in a school or program. Visit 
https://dcps.duvalschools.org/schoolcho-
ice for more information. 

Q: Can you give more information 
about Duval County Public Schools 
leaders who recently served as substi-
tutes in several of the schools?
A: In January, we had a shortage of teach-
ers and staff due to the omicron variant. 
Superintendent Dr. Diana Greene an-
nounced an initiative where her leader-
ship team would step in to fill some of 
the gaps. I accepted the challenge and 
served as a paraprofessional one day in an 
ESE class at Mandarin Middle School. 
It was a very insightful day. It was great 
to be back in the school and see what 
our educators, administrators, and stu-
dents do every day. I have made myself 
available for additional dates if needed. 
I’d like to applaud Dr. Green for her 
ability to lead by example when she and 

her cabinet members and other leaders 
stepped up to fill the gap.

Q: Is Duval County Public Schools 
actively hiring teachers and paraprofes-
sionals at this time?
A: Yes. There are a variety of roles within 
each of our schools that are essential to 
student success. If you want to make 
a positive impact in our schools, then 
explore employment opportunities by 
emailing Vicki Schultz, Assistant Superin-
tendent Human Resource Services, at

SchultzV@duvalschools.org. I invite you 
to be the change you want to see in our 
schools and become part of Team Duval. 

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 7?
A: District 7 continues to have strong 
neighborhood schools. Bartram Springs 
Elementary and Mandarin Oaks El-
ementary have received the Schools of 
Excellence designation. “School of Excel-
lence” status is awarded by the Florida 
State Board of Education and honors 
schools that rank in the 80th percentile 
for school grade calculations for at least 
two of three consecutive years. Also, the 
three high schools in District 7 continue 
to demonstrate a standard of excellence. 
Mandarin High has a graduation rate of 
97.56 percent, Atlantic Coast’s graduation 
rate is 98.48 percent and Duval Charter 
at Baymeadows graduation rate is 100 
percent.

Also, there will be a meeting at Atlantic 
Coast High School on Feb. 3 at 6 p.m. 
to discuss redistricting of City Council 
districts. Every 10 years City Council dis-
trict lines are reviewed and adjusted based 
upon population shifts within our city. 
All community members are welcome to 
attend. I look forward to seeing you there.

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 390-
2375.

School’s Lighthouse Leaders 
surpass sock collection goal
When you think of 
socks you think of 
a piece of cloth, but 
not at Crown Point 
Elementary School 
— which took 
socks to a whole 
new level. For the 
month of Decem-
ber, Crown Point’s 
Lighthouse Leaders 
decided to collect 
and donate socks 
to the Sulzbacher 
Center. Within 
three weeks, Crown 
Point’s students 
brought in more 
socks than they 
could’ve imagined. The goal was set to 
collect 100 pairs. Students ended up 
bringing twice that many! Crown Point 
students and Lighthouse Leaders ended 

up donating 219 pairs of socks to the 
Sulzbacher Center. Because of this dona-
tion people are now able to have warm 
and fuzzy socks for the winter.

Photo courtesy Mary Eyler
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with Jacksonville City Council Member  
Michael Boylan, District 6Q A&

Mandarin

Independent & Assisted Living
Memory Care

Love
the Way You Live 

Schedule your personalized  
experience today!

(904) 584-9806 
HarborChase.com

12350 San Jose Blvd 
Jacksonville, FL 32223 ALF#13126

Q: Do you have an update on the Town 
Hall meeting you hosted in early Janu-
ary?
A: First, I want to thank everyone who 
participated. The attendance, in person 
and via Zoom, demonstrated the com-
munity’s active interest and that is much 
appreciated. 

As might be expected, the lion’s share of 
our conversation was all about the current 
solid waste management situation and 
where it’s going (led by the city’s Chief 
Administrative Officer Brian Hughes). I 
wish I could tell you that there's an end in 
sight with respect to the current recycling 
situation, but in a subsequent meeting 
after the Town Hall, I learned that the 
crux of the issue is the fact that between 
the three commercial haulers the city has 
under contract, they are short roughly 50 
qualified drivers — and that's in spite of 
offering significant signing and retention 
bonuses. 

We then heard from Public Works regard-
ing the many pending Capital Improve-
ment Plan (CIP) projects for our area, 
two JSO lieutenants discussed traffic and 
nuisance issues (panhandling and va-
grancy incidents), and finally we learned a 
little bit about the proposed interactive art 
projects for Losco and Chuck and Corky 
Rogers parks. 

Q: Do you have any additional Town 
Halls scheduled?
A: The next Town Hall meeting will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. on April 13 at the Man-

darin Senior Center, 3848 Hartley Road.

Q: What else can you tell us about the 
curbside recycling drop off sites?
A: Waste Management is now collecting at 
each site twice a day and city crews are vis-
iting each site twice a day to clean up the 
overflow. Two important points to note: 
despite the posting on the dumpsters, glass 
is permitted. Also, if a given dumpster is 
"contaminated" with either bulk waste 
items or a significant number of filled 
plastic bags, the entire contents of that 
dumpster will go to the landfill. So please 
be diligent in putting only appropriate 
recyclable materials in the dumpsters. 

Q: What is the latest on the Cissell 
property on Loretto Road near Ken-
nedy?
A: The applicant hosted a community 
meeting on Jan. 3 and as of the date of 
this interview [Jan. 18], they haven’t 
submitted an application to the Planning 
Department and Planning Commission 
prior to it going to LUZ. There will be 
time for additional public comments at 
the Planning Commission meeting. There 
was some concern at the community 
meeting because some modifications were 
presented that were different from those 
presented two years prior. Neighbors also 
continue to have concerns regarding the 
traffic issue.

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you?
A: Community members can email me at 
MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-5206.

Volunteers needed for 
Mandarin Art Festival
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Easter weekend annual Manda-
rin Art Festival launch is officially 
underway. Months of planning are 
required — and dozens of volunteers 
are needed to make this more than 
50-year-old event happen on the 
weekend of April 16 – 17. 

The host and founding organization 
Mandarin Community Club wel-
comes new volunteers to join in the 

fun and fulfillment of bringing this 
event back to Mandarin in 2022 after 
two cancellation years. The festival will 
include more than 100 juried artists’ 
booths, a food court, a green market 
and entertainment.

Contact the club at mandarincom-
munityclub@gmail.com or call (904) 
268-1622 to let us know you want to 
be a part of this very special commu-
nity event. 

Mandarin NewsLine is YOUR 
community newspaper!

Send us your community news! 
editor@floridanewsline.com
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travel • pantry raiders • gardening
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By Martie Thompson
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Candice Lilly, kin-
dergarten teacher 
at Mandarin Oaks 
Elementary School, 
is one of the five 
finalists for Duval 
County Teacher of 
the Year. She was 
born and raised 
in Rhode Island 
and moved to the 
Ocala, Florida area 
when she was in 
high school since 
her father, an educa-
tor, took a teaching 
position there. Upon 
her graduation from the 
University of Central Florida 
with a degree in elementary 
education, she took her first teach-
ing position at Mandarin Oaks as a 
second grade teacher and has been at 
the school ever since. Her teaching 
motto that she tells her students is 
“You never fail until you stop trying.” 
She and husband Dallon, who records 
and produces local musicians by day 
and sets up stages for musical shows 
in the evenings, have two cats and 
one dog.

Q: How did you know you wanted 
to be an educator?
A: When I was growing up, I remem-
ber going into the community and 
seeing my dad’s former students and 
their parents coming up to him and 
thanking him. Seeing the impact he 
had on so many lives inspired me to 
get into education to reach people as 
well. My mom was an engineer and a 
big advocate for education for me.

Q: How did you meet your hus-
band?

A: We actually met in high school 
in Ocala … in my dad’s band class! 
Dad was the band director and I was 
a mallet percussionist. Dallon was a 
drummer. We’ve been married for six 
years.

Q: You’ve taught second and third 
grades and now teach kindergar-
ten. What is your favorite part 
about each?
A: I taught second grade for three 
years and then looped up with my 
class to third grade, which I also 
taught for three years. I loved third 
grade because this is where students 

are already proficient readers and are 
reading to learn instead of learning 

to read. I’m now in my third 
year of teaching kindergarten 

and the best part about 
it is the kids don’t have 

any limits. They have 
positive attitudes and 
are excited to come 
to school. It’s like 
they’re a clean slate 
and you get to put 
a positive spin on 
school with them. 
As a teacher, I try 
to put my students 
first and give 100 

percent every day 
and be enthusiastic 

and encouraging.

Q: How did you find 
out that you were a top 

five finalist for Duval 
County Teacher of the Year?

A: There was a given date that 
the district would be announcing the 
Top Five. I was in my classroom eat-
ing lunch with my kids and I heard 
the door open and saw Superinten-
dent Greene and Jaxson de Ville plus 
the cheerleaders and my husband all 
come into my room. The kids didn’t 
really understand what was going on, 
but they were excited because I was 
excited. I’m still in shock saying that 
I’m a finalist out loud. It’s over-
whelming and humbling. I’m not 
really looking for recognition; I’m 
just here for the kids.

Q: What do you like to do in your 
spare time?
A: I love hiking outdoors and I love 
cooking. Ina Garten is my favorite 
chef of all time and my signature 
dish, at least for this time of year, is a 
winter minestrone.

Photo courtesy Candice Lilly

Candice Lilly

Candice Lilly

Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD
Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD
Dr. Jeanette Hanna, DMD
Dr. Andrew Fowler, DMD
Dr. Sydney Fowler, DMD
Dr. Annie Vu, DDS

Dr. Dennis Mahan, Oral Surgery
Dr. Anette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics
Dr. Allison Johnson, Pediatric Dentist
Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics

the ceremony educating attendees on 
the powerful and moving history of the 
flag — as well as the patriotic meaning 
and importance of proper flag disposal. 

Join us on Sunday, Feb. 20 outdoors in 
Billard Park, adjacent to the Mandarin 
Community Club. Flags in need of 
retiring may be brought to the collec-
tion box on the Mandarin Community 
Club front porch beginning the week of 
Sunday, Feb. 13 until the ceremony the 
following Sunday. 

The Mandarin Community Club is 
located at 12447 Mandarin Road. Visit 
www.mandarincommunityclub.org for 
more information.

about the significant impact their great-
great-grandparents had on Mandarin's 
development after the Civil War. They 
visited the Mandarin Museum to view 
some Stowe artifacts in the museum’s 
collection and then proceeded to the 
Church of Our Saviour, where church 
and museum board member Anne 
Morrow gave them a tour of the sanctu-
ary and the beautiful river views from 
the property. The Stowes were among 
the founders of this congregation. To 
finish the tour, they were able to enjoy 
the beautifully decorated Mandarin 
Community Club, which was built as a 
school and church with the help of the 
Stowes. It is also where the historical 
marker is placed, although their house 
was on the river across Mandarin Road.

It is so exciting to connect with Stowe 
descendants and help them get a sense 
of this place that was so very special to 
Harriet and Calvin Stowe between 1867 
and 1884.

Sandy Arpen is a volunteer with the 
Mandarin Museum & Historical Society. 
Visit www.mandarinmusem.net for more 
information about Mandarin’s history and 
Mandarin Museum & Historical Society 
information. 

Mandarin Community Club cont. from pg. 1

Stowe descendant cont. from pg. 1
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We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzles

Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

• Driveways

• Pavers

• Patios
Catering to the needs of the

homeowner since 2002

• Walkways

• Concrete Removal

• Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

www.floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential - no project too small

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel
Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE & MORE

Call today to schedule your free estimate!  

Leave the cleaning to us!

  904-476-9814

· Monthly

· Bi-Monthly

· Weekly

www.sampsonsimplyspotlessllc.com

Did you know? 
Valentine's Day symbols like heart-
shaped boxes of chocolate, Cupid 
shooting his arrow and bouquets of 
roses are ubiquitous come February. 
Each of those symbolizes is meant to 
signify the love individuals have for 
their significant others, but perhaps no 
Valentine's Day image is more sym-
bolic of love than doves. 

According to LiveScience.com, doves 
have been a symbol of love since the 
Middle Ages, when many people be-
lieved birds chose their mates on Valen-
tine's Day. But the history of doves and 
their affiliation with love dates back 
even further and can be traced to the 
days of Greek mythology. Aphrodite is 
the goddess of love in Greek mythol-
ogy, and she is often depicted as being 
surrounded by doves. Doves' own traits 
also have helped them become symbols 
of love, as LiveScience.com notes that 
male doves help their female partners 
incubate and tend to their young, 
bolstering their image as caring, loving 
birds. 
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EDUCATION

Train online to do medical bill-
ing! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional at CTI! Get 
trained & certified to work in 
months! 888-572-6790. The 
Mission, Program Informa-
tion and Tuition is lo-cated at 
CareerTechnical.edu/consum-
er-information. (M-F 8-6 ET)

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real 
insur-ance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info 
kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy 
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

MISCELLANEOUS

The Generac PWRcell solar plus 
battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power 
your home. Full installation 
services. $0 down financing 
option. Re-quest free no obli-
gation quote. 1-855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
power outages, so your home & 
family stay safe & comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-yr extended 
warranty $695 value! Request a 
free quote today! Call for terms 

& conditions. 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule free LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Directv Now. No Satellite. 
$40/mo 65 Channels. Stream 
news, live events, sports & on 
demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of 
data/mo. Ask how to bundle 
& SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Update your home with beau-
tiful new blinds & shades. 
Free in-home estimates make 
it conven-ient to shop from 
home. Professional installation. 
Top quality - Made in the USA. 
Free consulta-tion: 877-212-
7578. Ask about our specials!

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you 
live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! 
Un-limited Data is Here. Stream 
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free 
Installation.  Call 866-499-0141

Looking for assisted living, 
memory care, or independent 
living? A Place for Mom simpli-
fies the process of finding senior 
living at no cost to your fam-
ily. Call 1-833-386-1995 today!

Become a published au-
thor. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing 
trusted since 1920. Consulta-
tion, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free au-
thor’s guide 833-719-3029 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/acp

Paying top cash for men's 
sportwatches! Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer,  Day- tona ,  G MT, 
Submariner and Speed-
master. Call 833-603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV 
w/unmatched clarity. TV Ears 
Original - originally $129.95 - now 
w/this special offer  only $59.95 
w/code MCB59! 1-833-530-1955

Aloe Care Health medical 
alert system. Most advanced 
medical alert product on the 
market. Voice-activated! No 

wi-fi needed! Special offer w/
code CARE20 for $20 off Mobile 
Companion. 1-855-521-5138

Hero takes stress out of man-
aging medications. Hero sorts 
& dispenses meds, sends 
alerts at dose times & handles 
prescription refill & delivery 
for you. Starting at $24.99/
month. No initiation fee. 90-day 
risk-free trial!  1-888-684-0280

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas in-
terests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the above 
classi-fieds. Determining the 
value of their service or product 
is advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers 
do not offer employment but 
rather supply the read-ers with 
manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail or-der 

selling and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your 
checking, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also beware 
of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based 
in US dollars. Toll free numbers 
may or may not reach Canada.

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
866-643-0438

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative 
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 
128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  
License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# 
C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registra-
tion# PA069383  Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# 
H-19114

1-855-595-2102CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Job Finder
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek is hiring for Dietary Aides whose duties include 
food assembly, food delivery, dish washing and cleaning, and service of food to resident. 
A $500 Sign On Bonus included! Call 904-287-7338.
Located in World Golf Village, Westminster St. Augustine is currently accepting applica-
tions for:Nursing (CNA, LPN, RN, Weekend RN Supervisor), Dining Services (Supervisor, 
Cook, Baker, Dishwasher, Server), Receptionist, Housekeeping, Maintenance.  Please apply 
online at:  www.WestminsterStAugustineFL.org
We are looking for nurturing, energetic, and passionate teachers. If you are interested in 
becoming part of our Primrose family please call one of our schools.  Primrose School 
Julington Creek 904-230-2828, Primrose School St Johns Forest   904-824-1100.

first and third Tuesday of each month at 1 
p.m. at the Mandarin Senior Center, 3848 
Hartley Road. 

February topics are “Lighten Up! De-
stress and Lift Your Spirits” (first week) 
and “The Art of Listening” (third week). 
More information, including a video 
trailer about each topic, is available at 
LTCJAX.com. 

Italian American Club members place 
wreaths
On Dec. 18, several members of the Ital-
ian American Club attended the annual 
ceremony of the laying of the wreaths on 
US veterans’ graves in the St. Augustine 
National Cemetery. 

Each December on National Wreaths 
Across America Day, the mission to “Re-
member, Honor and Teach” is carried out 
by coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies 
at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as 
at more than 2,500 additional locations in 
all 50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad.

The Italian American Club raised $700 
this year to donate to the cost of the 
wreaths and ceremonies, which amounts 
to 47 wreaths purchased with this dona-
tion. 

Mandarin Garden Club announces plant 
sale
The Mandarin Garden Club, located at 
2892 Loretto Road will hold its semi-
annual clothing and plant sale on Friday 
and Saturday, March 4 and 5 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. each day. Overflow parking will 
be next door at the Masonic Lodge. 

Especially this year as so many people are 
struggling to take care of their families, 
the Garden Club will offer inexpensive 
items to the community at an affordable 
price. The March sale will offer gently 
used clothes, shoes and accessories for 
women, men, and children for $1 each. 
Some boutique and jewelry items will be 
priced slightly higher. 

In addition, a pop-up plant sale in the 
gardens will offer additional bargains on 
green plants and accessories for your yard. 
There will be lots of beautiful mondo 
grass, lilies and agapanthus, as well as 
herbs and succulents that thrive in North-
east Florida. All plants will be clearly 
marked with the names. Master gardeners 
will be on hand to answer questions. 

All CDC guidelines will be followed and 
the sale accepts cash only.

The Mandarin Garden Club is a non-
profit organization that relies on fund-
raising to support the club, its charitable 
donations and its gardens, which have 
been designated a Wildlife Habitat by the 
National Wildlife Habitat. Visit Mandar-
inGardenClub.org to take a virtual tour 
or to learn more.

Apply now for individual artists grants
Applications are now open for individual 
artists in Northeast Florida to apply for an 
Art Ventures grant of $3,500. Interested 
artists who reside in Baker, Clay, Duval, 
Nassau, Putnam and St. Johns County 
are encouraged to apply for funding to 
help them develop the next level of their 
artistic careers. Applications are due by 5 
p.m. on Feb. 15, 2022.

Black artists have additional opportunities 
this year with the recently-created Delores 
Barr Weaver Black Artists Endowment. 
This will specifically fund three Black 
artists each year. These will be additive to 
the Art Ventures cohort of grantees, which 
has always supported Black artists and 
has made grants from the Independent 
Life Minority Arts Fund. Applications 
will be judged on the applicants’ artistic 
accomplishments, their proposal to use 
the funds to advance their work, and the 
extent to which their artistic practice is 
rooted in Northeast Florida.

More information, including the applica-
tion, is available at:

https://jaxcf.formstack.com/forms/indi-
vidual_artist.

Briefs cont. from pg. 2

Effective January 31st, 2022, Beautiful Smiles Dental 
Care, (3810 Williamsburg Park Blvd. Suite 5, 

Jacksonville, FL 32257) will be closing. 
Dental records will be transferred to Bartram Family 

Dental Care, (13720 Old St Augustine Rd #5, 
Jacksonville, FL 32258) to continue patient care. 

Please contact Bartram Family Dental Care 
at (904) 292-1002 with any questions or concerns.

Love your library 
in February

By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

February is Library Lovers’ Month — 
a time to show your love for or find 
new things to love about your library. 
Here are a few suggestions:

Make a Wikki Stixx Valentines Card 
at the Mandarin Branch Library. 
Drop in any time on Saturday, Feb. 
12. You will also enjoy free Make 
and Take Crafts. Between Feb. 1 
and 14 (while supplies last), pick up 
everything you need for a clothespin 
butterfly that you can make at home. 
Or stop by Feb. 15 – 28 for Mardi 
Gras masks. 

Looking for something to do on early 
dismissal days from Duval County 
Public Schools? Mandarin Branch 
Library has fun drop in activities 
(games, scavenger hunts, crafts, and 
more). The next one is Wednesday, 
Feb. 23.

On Fridays at the Mandarin Library, 
stop by for Little Readers storytime 
(for ages birth through five) at 10 
a.m. – 10:30 a.m. or the encore per-
formance 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. We’ll 
read stories together and add songs 
and movements to make it a wonder-
ful time for all. 

Join us outside in the park by the 
South Mandarin Library every Thurs-
day at 10 a.m. for Pop Up Storytime 
for Little Readers.

Junior Scientists at Mandarin Library 
explores STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Math) through 
crafts and activities. Junior Scientists 
for ages five through eight meet 

Wednesdays from 4 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
and Junior Scientists aged nine to 12 
meet Thursdays from 4 p.m. – 5 p.m.

What’s more fun than reading? Read-
ing with Rover! Tenor, the New-
foundland dog, will be at the South 
Mandarin Library Wednesday, Feb. 
23 from 2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. It’s 
another drop-in activity, but spots are 
limited. 

Does your child love working with 
paint, paper, popsicle sticks and glue? 
We’ll help them learn and grow their 
artistic skills with fun craft activities. 
Junior Artists meet Saturdays inside 
the South Mandarin Library. Younger 
kids (aged five through eight) are 
encouraged to attend the 2:30 p.m. 
– 3:30 p.m. program and older ones 
(aged nine through 12) the 4:30 p.m. 
– 5:30 p.m. program. 

Teen Advisory Board (TAB) meets 
in-person at both Mandarin librar-
ies and online Saturday, Feb. 12 and 
26 from 12 p.m. – 1 p.m. It’s a great 
way for teens who share interests 
to hang out together, volunteer, 
and make their voices heard. Their 
participation helps the Library create 
better teen programs and collections. 
Open to teens aged 12 – 17. 

Reminder: All library branches will 
be closed for President’s Day on 
Monday, Feb. 21.

Visit jaxpubliclibrary.org for more 
information about library programs 
and to register.

Jeremy Yates is with Jacksonville Public 
Library.
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Retire in style
at Starling!
Our residents are unique – and so are their lives. Starling’s 
senior living communities offer a range of retirement lifestyles 
that will keep you active, social and feeling right at home. 

Whether you’re sampling the gourmet dining options, 
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, 
Starling is all about what matters: embracing life with friends, 
family and community.

StarlingAtSanJose.com | Assisted Living Facility #12887 | Follow Us on Facebook

Luxury senior living is just a call away.

904.299.8295
9075 SAN JOSE BLVD

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32257

Gardening
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

mail@floridanewsline.com

Expect the unexpected

An odd title for a gardening column, but 
I find it’s a constant when it comes to our 
weather! The lack of rain and higher than 
average temperatures most of us have 
been experiencing seem to have disrupted 
the natural world order. January is only 
11 days old as I write this and already I’m 
seeing new shoots on deciduous shrubs, 
still-flowering cardinals guard, pentas, 
shrimp plant, pink gaura, and Indian 
shot canna. Spring weeds are already well 
on the way to being a nuisance.

One of the pleasures of a change in 
seasons is the migration of some of our 

birds. Particularly significant is the ap-
pearance of American robins, in large 
noisy flocks, and the beautiful, less 
noticeable cedar waxwings. In our neigh-
borhood we have quite a few Carolina 
cherry laurels (Prunus caroliniana), which 
are members of the rose family. The 
genus name prunus is shared by other 
flowering and fruiting trees, like plums 
and almonds, and like them the cherry 
laurel bears numerous small black fruits 
(drupes). In recent years those trees have 
fruited early; no longer do flocks of birds 
swoop in to pick the trees clean, because 
a lot of the fruits are on the ground be-

fore they arrive. I hope to see the robins 
again this year, but worry that some of 
the food they depend upon won’t be here.

My wildflowers set plenty of seed, and 
I’ve been raising some seedlings indoors 
to get ahead of the growing season. If 
you’re interested in wildflowers, the 
website of the Florida Wildflower As-
sociation has helpful information on 
wildflower gardening and also on where 
to see roadside communities of wildflow-
ers which are managed by the FDOT: 
https://www.flawildflowers.org/explore/. 
To find out how to support efforts to 
expand the FDOT wildflower roadside 
planting scheme, click the FDOT tab on 
the same page. 

It’s time to get going with summer 
vegetables, if you haven’t begun already. 
Refer to the ever-useful Florida Veg-
etable Gardening Guide for guidance: 
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/
VH021. I’m still eating from my cool 
season garden and enjoying how clean 
the produce is; no insects have found 
my greens. While the vegetables were 
small, snails were a problem, but look-
ing for a solution I found a product 
suitable for organic gardening. The small 
pellets contain an iron compound which 
is harmless to humans and very good at 
deterring snails. 

Something else unexpected: we have 
at least one local snail that is a garden 
friend, the rosy wolf snail, and it’s a 
predator which eats some of those nui-
sance snails (https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/
creatures/misc/gastro/snail_eating_snails.
htm). I’ve only ever found two in my 
yard, but it’s heartening to know they’re 
around. One was in an unused plant pot 
and the other in damp leaf litter at the 
base of a fence, so that’s another good 
reason to let fallen leaves lie.

So much of what we do in our yards 
disrupts the natural processes of life, 
death, and decay. The result is we can find 
ourselves living in a sanitized, somewhat 
sterile environment. That’s understandably 
desirable in some ways, if we want to enjoy 
our outdoor spaces without pestilential 
mosquitos, for example; however, if we can 
give some space in our yards to the small 
creatures upon which our lives depend 
— to allow them to create the kind of 
environment in which they flourish — our 
entire yards can become more balanced 
and healthier places. And if you use a fan to 
move the air while enjoying your yard, any 
mosquitos will certainly be discouraged.

Late winter, before deciduous trees leaf 
out, is a good time to assess their struc-
ture to determine whether or not they 
need some remedial pruning. This ap-
plies both to young trees, to ensure they 
develop a strong structure as they grow, 
and to mature trees, to correct any prob-
lems like storm-damaged or dead limbs. 
Always make sure to choose a company 
that employs licensed arborists, who are 
qualified to give accurate advice. Check 
out www.isa-arbor.com to find arborists 
in Duval County.

Don’t be tempted by advertisements for 
“weed and feed” products if you want the 
best for your grass and don’t like to waste 
money. Check out the correct way to 
fertilize and treat your lawn here: https://
gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/care/fertil-
izer/right-fertilizer-right-place.html. 

So much of gardening is trial and error; 
what works one year won’t necessarily 
work again, at least in quite the same 
way. There are unexpected failures, and 
wonderful, unexpected successes. A 
garden, a yard, is a constantly changing 
and maturing environment — it is never 
finished!



MandarinNewsLine February 2022 | Page 11

Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Captain David Lifka

mail@floridanewsline.comFishing

March 14th – March 19th

Limited space available

The Adult Day Program offers a purposeful, safe 
environment for seniors who require extra support. 
Each day features a variety of engaging activities 
to suit a broad range of interests. It also provides a 
worry-free time during the week for caregivers to 
work or manage other appointments.

SCHEDULE A VISIT TODAY  
RiverGarden.org  • (904) 288.7858

EXCEPTIONAL CARE,  
EVERY DAY

In North Florida, February is pretty 
much the month that says goodbye 
to winter and welcomes in spring. 
By month's end we should be see-
ing enough warm days to trigger the 
much-anticipated annual largemouth 
bass spawn in all our freshwater bodies 
of water.

Whether a novice or full time bass 
fishing enthusiast, the first few weeks 

of spring guarantee some of the best 
and easiest bass fishing of the year. 
Pre-spawn and post-spawn bites find 
bass both hungry and aggressive. Both 
artificial and natural baits will provide 
plenty of action wherever they are 
fished this time of year. Area ponds are 
a great and easy place to fish for kids to 
get their first bass light casting rod and 
plastic worm.

While spring bass fishing makes the 
scene for freshwater fishing, saltwater 

fishing is also beginning to heat up 
starting at the beach. Like bass fishing 
this time of year, some of the best surf 
fishing of the year takes place in the 
spring. Bluefish will usually show first 
with whiting close behind — or often a 
mix of both.

Both species will also be hungry and 
aggressive this time of year, making 
catches easy and plentiful. Fresh dead 

shrimp, sand 
fleas, or cut 
fish are all 
proper baits, 
with the whit-
ing preferring 
shrimp and 
sand fleas, 
while bluefish 
will go flat 
out crazy for 
cut fish baits. 
Simple fish 
finder rigs 
with a two- or 
three-ounce 
pyramid sinker 
fished just 
behind the 
breakers is all 
it takes. Once 
again, a great 
and easy way 
for kids to get 
out and actu-

ally catch something.

Springtime bites will also be on the 
increase for most all other species of fish 
in fresh and saltwater. Sheepshead, drum, 
trout, flounder, reds and more will be-
come active in the areas of the river closer 
to the ocean, but will also be working their 
way closer to us as the season progresses.

As always, be sure to check the FWC's 
saltwater and freshwater regulations for 
size and quantity if you are keeping your 
fish (https://myfwc.com).

Fishing Report: Bass action on the rise 
in area freshwater. Blues and whiting at 
the beach.

Whether you catch one, some, or none, 
the family time spent fishing will last a 
lifetime.

Email your Catch of the Month photo to 
catchofthemonthpictures@gmail.com. Be 
sure to include the name of the person(s) in 
the photo, the name of the person who took 
the photo, the type of fish and date and 
location of the catch. We will select a photo 
each month for publication.

Photo courtesy Jimmy Tomazinis

Nicely spotted redfish caught off Mandarin Point. 
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The doctor will 
see you now. 

© Baptist Health 2022

Meet internal medicine physician Alex Balmir, DO, who joined our Internal Medical 
Group location on Baymeadows Way. 

Alex Balmir, DO, is a board-certified internist who prides himself on patient-centered 
care that focuses on the needs and values of the individual. He is now accepting new 
patients ages 18 and up. 

His areas of expertise include:

• High blood pressure 

• High cholesterol 

• Wellness exams

• Chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease 

(COPD)

• Diabetes

• Preventive care

8614 Baymeadows Way, Suite 100
Jacksonville, FL 32256

Schedule your well or sick  
appointment today.  

904.396.0450

Ask about a virtual visit! 

Alex Balmir, DO 
Internal Medicine

“I strive to build meaningful relationships with my 
patients, because once I know them more personally, 
improving their health is so much easier.”

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates is ready to help you with all of your 
dental needs and we look forward to providing you with personalized 

service and unparalleled treatment.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 • Adult Dentistry: (904) 886-4867

www.nemetzdental.com

We Welcome New Patients

We offer
Pediatric Dentistry

Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

2368 Research Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com


