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Third Thursday 
Lecture returns 
in-person
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.
com

Mandarin Mu-
seum & His-
torical Society 
has announced 
a return to 
in-person 
Third Thursday 
lectures at the 
Mandarin Com-
munity Club in 
May. Dr. Scott 
Matthews, professor of history at 
Florida State College at Jacksonville, 
will present “What Makes Jackson-
ville Unique? A Historical Reflec-
tion on the City's Bicentennial,” 
during which he will reflect on the 
200th anniversary of the founding 
of Jacksonville by exploring what has 
made the area's history, culture, and 
identity unique. Using images, audio, 
and video, he will draw examples 
from more than four centuries of 
northeast Florida history and focus 
on a couple of important themes: 
how the area has functioned as a con-
tested borderland between empires 
and as a cultural crossroads, a place 
that's both a part of Florida and the 
Deep South and distinct from them. 
He will also talk about how these 
topics relate to a new course he will 
be teaching at FSCJ this fall on the 
history of Jacksonville. This course 
will be accessible to the wider public 
in 2023 and he hopes it will help 
promote community conversations 

Third Thursday Lecture cont. on pg. 9

Mandarin Art Festival returns with record attendance
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Despite an unavoid-
able early Sunday 
closure due to 
inclement weather, 
the Mandarin Art 
Festival’s return 
after its two-year 
pandemic-forced 
hiatus drew record 
crowds over the 
Easter weekend.

The largest commu-
nity event in Man-
darin and longest 
running festival of 
its kind in Northeast Florida, the Man-
darin Art Festival serves as the premier 
fundraiser of the Mandarin Commu-
nity Club, with proceeds supporting 
the club’s preservation, education, and 
beautification efforts throughout the 
Mandarin community.

"We are thrilled that the festival return 
was such a success with record crowds 
and exhibitor sales,” said Susie Scott, 
long-time festival chair and president 
of the Mandarin Community Club. 
“There was so much positive energy and 
feedback throughout the weekend wel-
coming the return of this beloved Easter 
weekend tradition in Mandarin.” 

As a juried fine art and fine craft show, 
awards were given to artists in six cat-
egories of artistic media, with additional 

awards including 
the coveted Best of 
Show. Ann Manry 
Kenyon and Vina 
Schemer, the latter 
having herself ex-
hibited in the very 
first Mandarin Art 
Festival in 1968, 
served as the 
festival’s judges. 
This year’s winners 
were:

Best Of Show: Lia 
and Jim Biond
Best Booth Dis-

play: Robin Holt
Best Reclaimed/Recycled: Jan Lindahl

Judges’ Choice:
Functional Fine Craft: Jeannie Littleton
Jewelry: Juan Carlos Cahue
Mixed Media: Deborah Mixon
Painting: Dan Goad Booth
Photography: Robert Rommel
Sculpture: Don McCullough

Awards of Merit:
Functional Fine Craft: Tony Mitchell
Jewelry: Christine Witt
Mixed Media: Drew and Sharon Brass
Painting: Danny O’Driscoll
Photography: Peter Schilling
Sculpture/Glass: John Grammer
Favorite budding young artists were also 
selected by Children’s Art Show Judge 
Pablo Rivera. 

Best in Show, School
1st: Christ's Church Academy
2nd: San Jose Episcopal Day School
3rd: Loretto Elementary School

Best in Show, Student
1st: Anberlyn Downey, Christ's Church 
Academy
2nd: Harper B., Martin Gottlieb Day 
School
3rd: Lacie Coleman, Loretto Elementary 
School

People's Choice
Evie H., Martin Gottlieb Day School

The 2022 Mandarin Art Festival was 

made possible, in part, by support from 
Emily and Lawrence Lisska, VyStar 
Credit Union, Mari Terbrueggen, Kathy 
Akel of Watson Realty Corp. Mandarin 
North Office, and State Farm Agent Jim 
Register, and was organized by Festival 
Chair Susie Scott and the all-volunteer 
Mandarin Art Festival Planning Com-
mittee.

Be sure to save the date for next year’s 
event: April 8 and 9, 2023.

Visit www.mandarinartfestival.org for 
more information about the annual Man-
darin Art Festival.

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum & 
Historical Society

Dr. Scott Matthews

Photos courtesy Mandarin Community Club

Lia and Jim Biond, Best of Show.

Don McCullough, Judges' Choice - Sculpture.

Debra Mixon Holliday, Judges' Choice - Mixed Media.

Robert Rommel, Judges' Choice - Photography.
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FBF Meet Chance!

Best Furry Friend
of the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the Harriet Beecher Stowe Community Center on San 
Jose Boulevard at Orange Picker Road. Our winner was Kathy Ramirez. Congratulations!

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Call  Rebecca Thomson 724-968-7602
to reserve your advertising space!

Breed: 
Chocolate Lab

Favorite Activity: 
Car rides

Favorite Food: 
Dingo treats

Favorite friend: 
Mommy and Daddy

How your BFF got his name: 
Chance, a rescue like in Second Chance.

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

4    What's Happening in Mandarin

5    Q&A with Lori Hershey

7    Briefs

10  Pantry Raiders

11  Fishing

14  Gardening

15  Travel
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Answers: A. trail  B. cycle  C. pedals  D. exercise

Dr. Annie Vu D.D.S
Dr. Sydney Fowler D.M.D

APPOINTMENTS

JR Dental

Appears  
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays 
at 9:30 a.m. at Mandarin Park. The 
courts are at the park entrance next to 
the tennis courts. Try to get there a few 
minutes early for court assignments. 
Beginners are welcome. Just show up 
(a few minutes before playing time), 
unless it rains.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on Tues-
days at 7 p.m. in the Annex Building 
of Trinity Mandarin, located at 2955 
Orange Picker Road. This jam is open 
to everyone and all levels of ability are 
welcome. Come to play with the group 
or just sit back and enjoy the music. 
For more information, contact Burt 
Coulliette at (904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who 
enjoy knitting, crocheting and loom-
ing (with all items donated to charity) 
meets every Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
– 12 p.m. at the outside eating area at 
Belgian Sweet House Bistro, 12276 
San Jose Blvd. (next to Harbor Chase). 
Visit the group’s Facebook page (Play-
ing HOOKie) or email playinghook-
ie31@gmail.com for more information.

1st: The Under the Oaks commu-
nity music jam, hosted by the 

Mandarin Museum & Historical So-
ciety and North Florida Folk Network 
will resume underneath the beautiful 
trees in front of Mandarin Museum on 
Sunday, May 1 from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
If you play an acoustic instrument, feel 
free to join the song circle. If not, just 
bring a chair and relax and listen.

3rd: Honeybee Quilters Guild 
will meet on Tuesday, May 

3 at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin Presbyte-
rian Church in the Loft on the County 

Dock Road side of the church at 2501 
Loretto Road. The meeting will feature 
the guild’s annual Ugly Auction of 
member-provided sewing related items 
(not magazines). Wearing masks is op-
tional. New members/guests welcome. 
Visit honeybeequilters.org for more 
information.

3rd: Lifetree Café will meet at 
the Mandarin Senior Cen-

ter, 3848 Hartley Road, on Tuesday, 
May 3 and Tuesday, May 17 at 1 p.m. 
Lifetree Café events allow attendees to 
share thoughts and experiences on a 
wide variety of life and faith subjects. 
May topics are “Pursuing an Audacious 
Live” on May 3 and “Secrets of Find-
ing Contentment” on May 17. Visit 
www.LTCJax.com for more informa-
tion including a video trailer about 
each topic.

5th: The Jacksonville Camera 
Club will meet on May 5 

(World Travels 
Collect T2 Prints with Jeff Crass) and 
May 19 (program TBA) from 7 p.m. 
– 9 p.m. at Shepherd of the Woods 
Southside, 7860 Southside Blvd. Visit 
jax.jaxcameraclub.com for more infor-
mation.

6th: Mandarin Senior Center 
will hold a Women’s Day 

Celebration on May 6 at 10 a.m. At-
tendees are encouraged to sport their 
best hat or bowtie. The Mandarin Se-
nior Center is located at 3848 Hartley 
Road. Call (904) 262-7033 for more 
information. 

7th: The historic buildings of the 
Mandarin Museum, includ-

ing the 1875 Webb/Jones farmhouse, 

1876 Barn, 1898 St. Joseph's Mission 
Schoolhouse for African-American 
Children, and Losco Winery log cabin 
will be open from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
on May 7 and May 21 in Walter Jones 
Historical Park, 11964 Mandarin 
Road. The 1911 Mandarin Store and 
Post Office will also be open on May 
21 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m at 12471 
Mandarin Road, just a mile west of 
the Walter Jones Historical Park. This 
building is on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Visit www.mandarin-
museum.net or call (904) 268-0784 for 
more information.

10th: Jacksonville Chapter, Na-
tional Society Daughters 

of the American Revolution will hold 
its chapter meeting on Tuesday, May 
10 at 11 a.m. Prospective members 
are welcome. Contact Betty Reed at 
DARJacksonville@gmail.com for more 
information.

14th: The Southern Genealo-
gist's Exchange Society 

will meet on Saturday, May 14, at the 
Mandarin Branch Library, located at 
3330 Kori Road. The speakers will be 
Linda Ellwood and Peter Mullen pre-
senting a program on "The Exchange 
of Flags.” The Southern Genealogist's 
Exchange Society is offering a one-year 
trial membership; applicants must be a 
resident of Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau, 
or St. Johns counties and apply before 
July 30, 2022. Visit www.sgesjax.org 
for more information and to apply.

16th: The All Star Quilters Guild 
will meet at 9:30 a.m. for 

socializing prior to the 10 a.m. meeting 
on Monday, May 16 at the First Chris-

tian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. 
The program is “Tribute to Mothers,” 
showing meaningful quilts by our 
moms and grandmas. Sew and Tell is 
always a feature. Guests are welcome. 
Visit www.allstarquilters.org for more 
information.

21st: Free community shred-
ding event at Berkshire 

Hathaway HomeServices Florida 
Network Realty, 12636 San Jose Blvd., 
on Saturday, May 21 from 9 a.m. – 12 
p.m. The company will also collect 
nonperishable food items and cash do-
nations for Feeding Northeast Florida.

26th: The Mandarin Women’s 
Club will host its 

monthly luncheon on May 26 at the 
Ramada Inn Mandarin. Local author 
Bill Delaney, author of “Jacksonville: 
A Guide to the Weird, Wonderful and 
Obscure,” will be the guest speaker. 
Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reserva-
tions for lunch are required. The lun-
cheon cost is $18 and must be received 
by Thursday, May 19. To make reserva-
tions and obtain payment instructions, 
call Susie at (904) 262-8981 or email 
her at spm104@aol.com. Visit www.
mandarinwomensclub.com for more 
information on events, photos, and 
membership forms. 

29th: The Italian American 
Club of Jacksonville will 

hold its popular Spaghetti to Go on 
Friday, May 27 from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
at the club building, 2838 Westberry 
Road. Visit www.iacofjacksonville.
com or call (904) 586-2700 for more 
information.

What’s Happening in MandarinMay Community Calendar

2368 Research Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

Mandarin NewsLine is your 
community newspaper!

Rebecca Thomson
724.968.7602

Linda Gay
904.607.5062Reach more than 23,000 addresses with your business's ad. Call today to find out more!
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with Duval County School Board Member  
Lori Hershey, District 7Q A&with Jacksonville City Council Member  

Michael Boylan, District 6Q A&

Julington Creek 
DAILY SPECIALS

Lunch & DinnerLunch & Dinner

Grab & Go

Gyro platters
Falafel
Kababs
Tabbouleh
Hummus
Grape leaves
Hot sandwiches
Oven pies
Kibbeh ball
Vegan dishes
Salads
Za'atar dip
Baba ganoush
Fresh pita bread

119 Bartram Oaks Walk, Suite 101
St. Johns FL 32259
904.295.3163 · Nouracafe.com

New 2nd Location!

Pick Up Orders - Dine InPick Up Orders - Dine In

Monday - Saturday 10 am - 8 pm

Gluten free options

WE DELIVER

FREE DESSERT

with any platter

Mother's Day 
Special 

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Come in and bring a 
loved one to receive:

•

 

FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
   Try it at home, work and play!

Introducing Oticon MoreTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.  

  
 

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman 

 

Audiologist /Owner

 

HEARING CENTERS

You're invited to try   
Oticon More RISK FREE  

Your Community Resource for Be�er Hearing

Q: Can you share any insight on the 
new charter school proposed to be 
built on Old St. Augustine Road?

A: This has been on the minds of 
Mandarin residents. A new charter 
school, Great Hearts Academy, is 
seeking to locate on Old St. Augustine 
Road near the corner of Plummer 
Grant. This would be the first Great 
Hearts in Florida; the company is 
headquartered in Phoenix, Arizona 
with schools also in Texas.

I’d like to thank Councilmember Mi-
chael Boylan for hosting a community 
meeting on April 14 to discuss the 
zoning exception for this school. It’s 
rare for a councilmember to delay a 
city planning meeting to give time to 
hold a community meeting. I appreci-
ate his willingness to give the commu-
nity a chance to learn more and give 
their input.

The Duval County School Board will 
vote on this application at the regu-
larly scheduled meeting on June 7. If 
anyone wishes to address the board 
concerning this proposed charter 
school, I’d encourage them to attend 
the meeting on June 7.

Q: What can you tell us about the 
new Consortium of State School 
Boards Associations?
A: As you may recall, the Florida 
School Boards Association withdrew 

from the National School Boards As-
sociation in December 2021. A new 
national organization, the Consor-
tium of State School Boards Associa-
tions, has been formed as of April 
2022. The Florida School Boards 
Association is one of 22 founding 
member school boards associations. 
Representing the Florida School 
Boards Association at the Founding 
Meeting was Beverly Slough, of the 
St. Johns County School District, 
who was appointed by the Florida 
School Boards Association board of 
directors to serve in this role.

Q: Can you share the graduation 
dates for District 7 high schools?
A: Mandarin High School’s gradua-
tion is scheduled for Monday, May 
23 and Atlantic Coast High School’s 
graduation is scheduled for Thurs-
day, May 26. We will be holding 
our graduation ceremonies at VyStar 
Veterans Memorial Arena.

Q: Do you have anything else to 
share with District 7?
A: I’d like to congratulate the Manda-
rin Middle School boys’ soccer team, 
which recently won the city champi-
onship!

Q: How can our readers contact 
you?
A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 
390-2375.

Q: Can you address the zoning ex-
ception request for the Great Heart 
Academy Charter School on Old St. 
Augustine Road, south of Greenland 
Road?
A: The property is properly zoned 
for a residence, school or church so 
it just requires a zoning exception. 
This will be reviewed by the city’s 
Planning Department and then the 
Planning Commission and will only  
come to the City Council if there is 
an appeal. We hosted a community 
meeting about this project on April 14 
with the applicant in attendance. One 
particular concern we expressed to the 
developer was we suggested doubling 
the car lane on the property to get 
cars off Old St. Augustine Road.

Q: Do you have an update on the 
Sissel property, on the corner of 
Loretto Road and Kennedy?
A: This application has been filed 
and had its first reading in April. It 
still has to be vetted by the Planning 
Department and the Planning Com-
mission and then it is on the docket 
for LUZ (Land Use and Zoning) on 
May 17. The proposed project is up 
to 60 single family units, on lot sizes 
ranging from 50 feet to 90 feet wide 
and all a minimum of 120 feet deep. 
There will be a main entrance to the 
development off of Loretto Road. 

Q: Can you give a recap of the Town 
Hall meeting you hosted at the 
Mandarin Senior Center on April 
13?
A: The reaction to our new format 
was well received. We had a total of 
about 60 community members, with 
eight to nine to a table and each of the 
presenters rotated from table to table. 
The presenters were representatives 
from WastePro, Jacksonville Sheriff ’s 
Office, Parks and Rec, Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation, Public Works, 

and me. This format allowed for bet-
ter interaction between the attendees 
and the presenters and I believe we 
will continue with this format going 
forward. Our next Town Hall meeting 
is scheduled for Aug. 3.

Q: What is the latest information on 
the resumption of curbside recycling 
in the city?
A: While there was some confusion at 
first as to what the days were for each 
neighborhood’s respective services, 
I’d say overall things have gone well. 
With new drivers and their lack of 
familiarity with the area, some streets 
have been missed, but they will be 
picked up. If residents have any ques-
tions about their schedules, they can 
visit https://myjax.custhelp.com/app/
hauler. Type in the address and the 
site will specify the date of the next 
scheduled service.

Q: Do you have anything else to 
share with District 6?
A: There continue to be concerns 
about the quality of the medians along 
San Jose Boulevard south of Inter-
state 295. I have just been informed 
that median improvements from the 
interstate south to Julington Creek 
Road are scheduled to begin this fall 
with completion scheduled for spring 
2023, weather permitting. 

Also, there is still active conversa-
tion with FDOT and the city’s traffic 
engineering department regarding the 
timing of the east-west traffic lights 
on San Jose Boulevard, south of Inter-
state 295. We are aware that there are 
frequent back ups due to the signal 
timing.

Q: What is the best way for our 
readers to contact you?
A: Community members can email 
me at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 
255-5206.



Page 6 | MandarinNewsLine May 2022

SHINE – Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders – is volunteer program 

that provides older adults and persons with disabilities free and unbiased 

counseling on their health insurance options.

ElderSource needs more SHINE volunteers! All training is completed online 

through virtual classes. This is a volunteer opportunity where you can really 

make a difference in the lives of an older adults. Volunteers are wanted 

for Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia counties.

Bilingual volunteers are needed!

To learn more call: 

904-391-6644 
Log on to 

www.Floridashine.org 
to complete the volunteer application. 

Volunteer Opportunity!
Help Older Adults Make Informed Medicare Decisions

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name 
Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products 
and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.1008115-00003-00

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

WHAT MAKES OUR 
RESIDENTS HAPPY?

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating 
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at 
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life 
Plan Community o� ers a stunning natural setting 
with spacious garden apartments and villa homes and 
an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy 
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare 
services, if they should be needed. 

Discover all there is to be happy about —
call us at (904) 861-6425 today!

“If I were still in my house I would not be 
doing half of what I’m doing here. And I’ve 

never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

Activities galore at Mandarin libraries in May
By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

Are you a Star Wars fan? Join us at the 
Mandarin Library for a Star-Wars themed 
scavenger hunt and go home with a pool 
noodle light saber of your own design to 
celebrate Star Wars Day from 2 p.m. – 4 
p.m on Wednesday, May the Fourth (be 
with you).

Take and Make Crafts at the Mandarin 
Library start with “Under the Sea Octo-
pus” (May 1 –15) and Memorial Day flags 
(May 16 – 30). We’re also crafting Cinco 
de Mayo Piñata Sun Catchers Thursday, 
May 5 from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. Make a 
Mother’s Day card Saturday, May 7 from 
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Or, stop by 
Saturday, March 21 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
for a Saturday Surprise. Spoiler alert: we’re 
making beach globes to celebrate summer!

Drop-in at South Mandarin Library for 
Building with LEGOs every Tuesday between 
4 p.m. – 5 p.m. and wow us with your best 
brick creations. You can also Read with Tenor 
the Newfoundland Therapy Dog from 2:30 
p.m. – 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 14, or 
Wednesday, May 18 (early dismissal day). 
Looking for more activities? Visit jaxpublicli-
brary.org or talk to library staff. 

All throughout May, teens are encouraged 
to go on a Blind Date with a Book at the 
Mandarin Library. Maybe the book cover 
didn’t capture your attention the first time 
… but that doesn’t mean it isn’t worth a 
second look. 

Crafts and other drop-in activities don’t 
require registration (but supplies are 
limited). For any of the programs below, 
you will want to pre-register (online or 
in-person).

On Fridays at the Mandarin Library, join 
Little Readers storytime (for ages newborn 
to five) at 10:15 a.m. or the encore perfor-
mance at 11 a.m. 

Little Readers at the South Mandarin Li-
brary can join us outside in the park every 
Thursday at 10 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. for a 
Pop-Up Storytime. Note: there will be no 
Pop-Up Storytime on May 19.

Junior Scientists at Mandarin Library 
explores STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) through crafts 
and activities. Junior Scientists (for ages 
five through eight) meet Wednesdays from 
4 p.m. – 5 p.m. and Thursdays (ages nine 
through 12) from 4 p.m. – 5 p.m.

Join us for Junior Artists every Saturday at 
the South Mandarin Library. Younger kids 
(ages five through eight) are encouraged to 
attend the 1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. program 
and older ones (ages nine through 12) the 
3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. program. 

Teen Advisory Board (TAB) meets in-
person at both Mandarin and South Man-
darin libraries as well as online Saturday, 
May 7 and 21, from 12 p.m. – 1 p.m.

Jeremy Yates is with the Jacksonville Public 
Library.

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Library

May the Fourth (be with you) will feature special pro-
gramming on May 4 at the Mandarin Library.
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Briefs

News from Mandarin Senior Center
If you haven’t discovered the Mandarin Senior Center 
on Hartley Road, now is a great time to take advantage 
of its many services and activities. The Mandarin Senior 
Center is open to all adults over the age of 60 and all 
activities are free.

A cold breakfast is served Tuesday through Thursday 
at 9 a.m., and a warm lunch is served daily at noon. 
Weekly offerings include line dancing, chair volleyball, 
exercise classes, bingo, mahjong, wood carving, ceram-
ics, knitting, and newly added table shuffleboard.

On May 6 at 10 a.m., there will be a Women’s Day 
celebration and attendees are encouraged to sport their 
best hat or bowtie.

The Mandarin Senior Center is also serving as a Seniors 
for Ukraine drop off spot for items needed to assist the 
community in refugee resettlement. Stop by the Center 
any weekday from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. to become a member 
and enjoy the friendly atmosphere and fun. The Manda-
rin Senior Center is located at 3848 Hartley Road. Call 
(904) 262-7033 for more information. Visit City of Jack-
sonville’s website at coj.net for more information about 
the Mandarin Senior Center or call (904) 255-6750.

Adopt-A-Manatee this Mother's Day
The perfect Mother’s Day gift shows Mom your appre-
ciation without adding more to her already-full plate. 
Why not Adopt-A-Manatee from the Save the Manatee 
Club? Mom will receive a personalized adoption certifi-
cate, photo, and biography of a real living manatee — 
but she won’t have to feed, house, or clean up after the 
new member of the family.

All manatees in the Adopt-A-Manatee program are living 
manatees studied by research teams in Florida and have 
known histories that are traced through female matriarchs. 
Manatees do not form permanent pair bonds like some 
animal species, and males assume no responsibility for 
raising calves. Mother manatees give birth to calves about 
once every two to five years, following a gestation period 
of about 12 months. Calves stay with and nurse from 
their mothers for up to two years, during which time she 
teaches them about migratory routes, warm water sources, 
and feeding grounds. Manatees rely on the knowledge they 
learn from their mothers for the rest of their lives.

Manatee adoptions start at $25 and also include a one-
year Save the Manatee Club membership that contains 
a newsletter with updates on adoptable manatees as well 

as other important manatee information.

Funds from the Adopt-A-Manatee program directly 
support Save the Manatee Club in its mission to protect 
manatees and their habitat, including emergency rescue, 
rehabilitation and release efforts; and education and 
public awareness programs.

Visit savethemanatee.org/adopt or call 1-800-432-
JOIN (5646) for more information.

Hospital contributes medical supplies to Ukraine relief 
efforts
Baptist Health contributed 200 pallets of medical 
supplies worth more than $500,000 to Ukraine relief 
efforts organized by the Living Stream Church, multiple 
Jacksonville Rotary Clubs, Rotary International District 
6970, and Global Outreach Charter Academy.

Global Outreach Charter Academy was founded by 
Ukrainian immigrants in 2009, with a mission to ex-
pose Jacksonville students to various languages and cul-
tures. Living Stream Church’s congregation is primarily 
composed of Ukrainian nationals who immigrated to 
the United States seeking religious asylum two decades 
ago after the fall of the USSR. 

The medical supplies will be sent to Ukraine and dis-
tributed to medical facilities treating Ukrainian citizens 
fleeing war zones.

“We have all watched with sadness the pain and suf-
fering of Ukrainian people over the past weeks. Baptist 
Health is honored to help the medical teams who are 
working tirelessly to treat their patients under very 
trying circumstances. Our prayers are with them,” said 
Michael A. Mayo, DHA, FACHE, president and CEO, 
Baptist Health.

Crown Point 
Elementary holds 
FSA Night 
By Mary Eyler
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Tuesday, March 8, Crown Point Elementa-
ry teachers hosted a Title-One event, “Get the 
Scoop on FSA.” Third, fourth, and fifth-grade 
students and their parents were invited to 
participate in the informational discussion re-
garding FSA testing led by third-grade teacher 
Heather King. Teachers presented important 
information regarding FSA and provided help-
ful strategies and websites to use at home.

Babysitting services were provided as well to 
accommodate parents with younger children. 
The little ones watched a movie and were given 
snacks.

The students who attended the FSA event 
received a copy of “Peter Pan” by J.M. Bar-
rie. The school’s ESOL students were there to 
interpret for their parents. 

Photos courtesy Mary Eyler

Thank you for reading
Mandarin NewsLine!
www.floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Baptist Health
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244 Topsail Drive, Ponte Vedra

Northeast Florida Top Producers 

3620 Windmoor Drive, Jacksonville | $1,750,000

1207 Journeys End Lane, Jacksonville | $2,870,000

Chefan Group, Realtors® | Top Producers

© 2022 ONE Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. ONE Sotheby’s International Realty fully supports the principles of the 
Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated.

JANE CHEFAN, Franchise Founder & JESSICA CHEFAN HANSEN, Broker Associate

chefangroup@onesothebysrealty.com

904.463.1179; 904.200.8855    

sothebysrealty.com

For service that’s as elevated as your standards, nothing compares.

Chefan Group

$41 Million in Sales in 2021

scan me

SOLD

RIVERFRONT

1781 N Loop Pkwy, St. Augustine | $349,500

PALENCIA LOT

4235 Sunbeam Road, Jacksonville, FL 32257
 www.MillenniumPhysician.com

Wissam Shaya, M.D.

Your 
Medicare 
Matters

Connect Today!
904.322.8535

• Walk-Ins Welcome
• Same-Day Appointments
• Annual Wellness Visits
• On-site X-Ray
• Also speaks French and Arabic

Dr. Wissam Shaya Family Medicine

Shuffleboard courts benefit 
from spring cleaning

On the overcast afternoon 
of March 14, an intrepid 
cleanup crew showed 
up to remove the stains, 
mold, and dirt from the 
group’s beloved shuffle-
board courts. Armed with 
hoses, buckets, brooms, 
and bleach they set to 
work scrubbing away the 
accumulated grime. The 
courts were pretty dirty 
and it took a good deal of 
scrubbing — but the end 
result was a great improve-
ment! Pictured are Manuel 
Granados, Monster Moly-
neux, Jeff Schleger, Ra-
mesh Choksi, and Annette 
Molyneux. Photos courtesy Annette Molyneux
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Get to Know . . . By Martie Thompson

editor@floridanewsline.com

Mandarin’s own Dr. 
MacKenzie Farnham was 
certain he would never 
be a dentist when he was 
young … yet here he is, 
a fixture in the Mandarin 
community while carry-
ing on the dental practice 
first founded by his parents 
40 years ago. Known to 
all as “Dr. MacK,” he was 
born and raised in Mandarin 
and still lives off Mandarin 
Road, about a mile away from 
his dental office and the Mandarin 
Museum and Historical Society, where 
he serves as a volunteer and is in training 
to become a docent. He graduated from 
The Bolles School and the University 
of Florida as well as dental school at 
the University of Maryland. “I had to 
humbly return to all those people in the 
community and say I’m going to be a 
dentist after all,” he said. 

Q: When you were little, what did you 
want to be when you grew up?
A: I was certain that the last job you 
could convince me to do was be a 
dentist, since both of my parents were 
dentists. After school as a young boy, 
I would hang out at the practice and 
sometimes got in trouble for being too 
loud. I clearly recall a conversation with 
my dad about what I wanted to be when 
I grew up and he told me that you want 
to do something that you like — and 
in a perfect world, you would also do 
something to help others, because that 
gives your life value.

Q: How did you end up in dentistry 

after all?
A: I started at the University of Florida 
as a business major and after the first 
couple of years realized that I missed my 
science classes. So I switched my major 
to biology and then tried to decide 
between medicine and dentistry. I knew 
I wanted to own my own business, and 
that’s what made the decision for den-
tistry. I thought I’d be an oral surgeon, 
but my parents were ready to retire when 
I graduated from dental school. So I had 
another decision to make … I could 
buy their practice or continue with five 
more years of school to become an oral 
surgeon. I wanted to help the people in 
this community, so I chose to buy the 
practice and in so doing I was able to 
help provide for my parents’ retirement 
and keep the Farnham name on the 
practice. My dad retired immediately 
and my mom continues to work a half a 
day per week.

Q: What’s your favorite part of being a 
dentist?
A: I love everything about it. I love to 
help others. It is such a blessing to be an 

individual in the community where 
people can go for help. Hands 

down, I enjoy socializing with 
our patients. I believe this makes 
for a good dental and medical 
professional; it’s important to 
listen to the patient. I’ve met 
so many cool people in our 
community, many of whom 
have retired from very interest-
ing jobs.

Q: What are you involved 
with in the way of community 

service?
A: I’m blessed that I have a skill I can 

donate to the less fortunate. I volunteer 
at the Healing Hands Dental Clinic 
and at Give Back a Smile, which is for 
victims of domestic violence who have 
suffered dental injuries. I also operate a 
non-profit called Leland Dental Chari-
ties, which provides dental work in El 
Salvador. Pre-COVID, we would take 
a team of dentist volunteers there each 
summer to work in our mobile dental 
clinic. We plan to get back there this 
summer.

I’m also active with the Rotary Club of 
Mandarin and I just started volunteering 
at the Mandarin Museum where I spend 
most of my time in the barn and the 
winery. I think it’s important to get young 
people involved in the community.

Q: What do you do in your free time?
A: I’m a product of where I was born. 
I love the water and spend most of my 
spare time on the St. Johns River, either 
fishing, paddle boarding, or boating. I 
also love to surf at Jax Beach. I have three 
black labs who come with me every-
where, including the dental office. 

Photo courtesy MacKenzie Farnham

Dr. MacKenzie Farnham

Dr. MacKenzie 
Farnham

Third Thursday Lecture cont. from pg. 1

5/31/2022 5/31/2022

about the relevance and importance of 
local history. 

Matthews is a professor of history at 
Florida State College at Jacksonville. 
He has taught at FSCJ since 2015. He 
received his Ph.D. in American his-
tory from the University of Virginia 
and has taught previously at the Uni-
versity of Virginia, Hollins University, 
and Georgia State University. His first 
book, “Capturing the South: Imag-
ining America's Most Documented 
Region,” which explores the history of 
documentary photography and film in 
the American South, was published by 
the University of North Carolina Press 
in 2018. He grew up in Mandarin and 
graduated from Mandarin High School 
in 1994, but now lives in Atlantic Beach 
with his wife Meredith and eight-year-
old daughter Leighton. 

This event is presented by the Mandarin 
Museum & Historical Society in part-
nership with and held at the Mandarin 
Community Club, located at 12447 
Mandarin Rd. Refreshments begin at 
6:30 p.m. with the lecture at 7 p.m. It 
is free and all are invited and encour-
aged to attend; however, reservations 
are requested by emailing mandarin-
museum@bellsouth.net or calling (904) 
268-0784. 

Visit www.mandarinmuseum.net and 
www.mandarincommunityclub.org for 
more information. 
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We offer Fictitious Name  
Advertisement Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel
Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE & MORE

• Driveways

• Pavers

• Patios
Catering to the needs of the

homeowner since 2002

• Walkways

• Concrete Removal

• Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

www.floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential - no project too small

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzles

The 
Pantry 
Raiders

Add flavor to your next 
fiesta By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Is shrimp on the menu tonight? 
Maybe it should be. Coming in 
at just around seven calories per 
medium-size shrimp, this crusta-
cean is low in calories and high 
in lean protein and is one of only 
a few dishes that provides the 
beneficial antioxidants selenium 
and astaxanthin, according to 
The American Shrimp Company. 
The majority of North American 
shrimp is harvested from the 
Gulf of Mexico, ensuring fresh 
catches for the U.S. and Canada. 
Around 244 million pounds of 
shrimp are produced each year.

An abundance of shrimp means 
the opportunities for delicious 
meals are endless. For something 
with a lot of flavor and crowd ap-
peal, try this recipe for a "Shrimp 
Quesadilla" courtesy of Eastern 
Fish Company. Plump shrimp 
are nestled between tortillas and 
seasoned with familiar Latin 
flavors, ideal for a fast meal any 
time.

Shrimp Quesadilla

Serves 6

2 tbsp. vegetable oil
1 onion, sliced

1 red bell pepper, sliced
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. ground cumin
1 tsp. chili powder
1 ib. uncooked medium shrimp, 
peeled and deveined
1 jalapeño pepper, seeded and 
minced (optional)
1 lime, juiced
1 tsp. vegetable oil, or as needed
6 large flour tortillas
3 cups shredded Mexican cheese 
blend

1. Heat 2 tablespoons vegetable 
oil in a large skillet over medium-
high heat. Cook and stir onion 
and red bell pepper in the hot oil, 
stirring frequently, until onion is 
translucent, and peppers are soft, 
around 6 to 8 minutes.
2. Stir salt, cumin and chili pow-

der into onion and bell peppers.
3. Stir shrimp into mix and cook 
until shrimp are opaque and no 
longer pink in the center, 3 to 5 
minutes.
4. Remove skillet from heat; stir 
jalapeño pepper and lime juice 
into shrimp mixture.
5. Heat a skillet over medium 
heat and brush with about 1 
teaspoon vegetable oil.
6. Place a tortilla in the hot oil. 
Spoon about 1/6 shrimp filling 
and 1/2 cup Mexican cheese 
blend on one side of tortilla. Fold 
tortilla in half.
7. Cook until bottom of tortilla 
is lightly browned, about 5 min-
utes; flip and cook other side 
until lightly browned. Repeat 
with remaining tortillas and 
filling. 

Photo courtesy MetroCreative 

Shrimp Quesadillas



MandarinNewsLine May 2022 | Page 11

EDUCATION

Train online to do medical 
billing! Become a Medical 
Office Professional at CTI! Get 
trained & certified to work in 
months! 888-572-6790. The 
Mission, Program Information 
and Tuition is located at Ca-
reerTechnical.edu/consum-
er-information. (M-F 8-6 ET)

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real 
insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info 
kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy 
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator 
$0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. 
Call before the next power 
outage: 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
free LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-995-2490

AT & T  I n t e r n e t .  S t a r t -
ing at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt . 1  TB of data/
mo. Ask how to bundle & 
SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, super-
fast internet no matter where 
you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/
mo! Unlimited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV 
& Internet. Free Installa-
tion.  Call 866-499-0141

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! 
GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP 
DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL 
F R E E  1 - 8 6 6 - 4 3 3 - 8 2 7 7

Looking for assisted liv-
ing, memory care, or in-
dependent living? A Place 
for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living 
at no cost to your family. 
Call 1-833-386-1995 today!

Become a published author. 
We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted 
since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free au-
thor’s guide 833-719-3029 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/acp

Paying top cash for men's 
s p o r t w a t c h e s !  R o l e x , 
Breitl ing, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. Call 833-603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & hear 
TV w/unmatched clarity. 
TV Ears Original - originally 
$129.95 - now w/this spe-
cial offer  only $59.95 w/
code MCB59! 1-833-530-1955

Aloe Care Health medi-

cal  a ler t  system.  Most 
advanced medical aler t 
product on the market . 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi 
needed! Special offer w/code 
CARE20 for $20 off Mobile 
Companion. 1-855-521-5138

Hero takes stress out of man-
aging medications. Hero 
sorts & dispenses meds, 
sends alerts at dose times 
& handles prescription refill 
& delivery for you. Start-
ing at $24.99/month. No 

initiation fee. 90-day risk-
free trial!  1-888-684-0280

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Ex-
pires 1/21/23. 1-833-872-2545

The Generac PWRcell solar 
plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce reliance 
on grid, prepare for out-

ages & power your home. 
Full installation services. 
$0 down financing option. 
Request free no obliga-
tion quote. 1-855-270-3785

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the 

above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service 
or product is advised by 
this publication. In order 
to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do 
not offer employment but 
rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories 
and other materials designed 
to help their clients establish 
mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should you 

send any money in advance 
or give the client your check-
ing, license ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware of 
ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit 
and note that if a credit repair 
company does business only 
over the phone it is illegal to 
request any money before 
delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dol-
lars. Toll free numbers may 
or may not reach Canada.

Job Finder:
Are you already in the Childcare field or do you need a career change? Call now to inquire 
about our current part and full-time job opportunities. We are a family owned and operated 
Childcare/Learning Center located in Saint Augustine.  (904) 940-9410
First Coast YMCA Summer Camp Counselor: Previous experience with groups of children, 
Self-directed and resilient, comfortable with trying something new, strong collaborative 
skills, great communication skills, and enjoys being outside and swimming. Apply at:  
FCYMCA.org/employment.
 Join our Luxury Senior Living Team at HarborChase of Mandarin. Now hiring Hospitality 
Servers, Care Partners, & Cooks. Great Pay & Benefits. Call (904) 580-7676 or apply online 
at https://www.harborchase.com/mandarin
The UPS Store 3927 @ Julington Village is hiring Customer Service Associates.  Position 
requirements: basic computer skills, a positive attitude, can work in a fast paced envi-
ronment, self motivated, and reliable transportation. Send your resume to: store3927@
theupsstore.com.
Westminster Woods is hiring for full and part time cooks. 3 or more year’s culinary 
experience in a high-volume full-service dining environment. Sign-on bonus included. 
Call David at 904-287-7338.
Betty Griffin Center is hiring for Thrift Store staff (FT/PT), Shelter Advocates staff needed 
7am-7pm (FT/PT), Family Service Advocate (9am-7pm) Tuesday- Friday and 1 Saturday 
a month. Please send resume to phyllism@bettygriffincenter or visit www.bettygrif-
finceter.org
Interested in working part-time with children… Ivybrook Academy serves children till noon 
each day and follows a typical school calendar observing all the major holidays. Come 
teach with us and still have your afternoons and holidays free!  Contact us at 904-592-3999.
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With summertime approaching and 
school almost out, planning summertime 
activities for the kids and family will 
soon be coming up. Activities out of the 
house and in the great outdoors is quite 
often an enjoyable experience, and for 
those involved, can lead to a lifetime of 
enjoyment. Camping, kayaking, boating, 
swimming, golf, tennis, and even surfing, 
are all opportunities to get one or some 
of the family out of the house and into 
our wonderful Florida weather.

Fishing too provides many opportuni-
ties to get one, some, or all of the family 
out of the house and into the weather. 
Fishing can be a solo act or combined 

with other activities. When fishing there 
are many different ways to do it and still 
have fun for everyone involved.

You can fish at the beach, lake, pond, riv-
er, or whatever body of water you happen 
to be nearby. You can fish while visiting 
a state park, camping, or out on a picnic. 
You can fish from a boat or a kayak, or 
lakeside or in the surf. You can take a 
pole with some bread to a neighborhood 
pond or plan a family vacation and char-
ter a boat. Fishing overall is just an easy 
way to include so many different ways to 
be outside and enjoy the outdoors. 

With summer fast approaching, planning 

outdoor summertime activities is a must. 
Whether sneaking a fishing trip in with 
another planned activity, or planning an 
all-out fishing excursion, the family time 
spent fishing could last a lifetime.

Fishing Report: Yoyo fishing lately as 
fish have been reacting to up and down 
temps. This will be ending very quickly 
with the bite turning up in all our area 
fishing locations. Remember — no 
shrimping (not even for bait) until the 
first of June.

Whether you catch one, some or none, 
the family time spent fishing will last a 
lifetime.

Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Capt. David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.comFishing

Coast Guard Auxiliary Update: National Safe Boating Week
By Paul Tynda
mail@floridanewsline.com

This year National Safe Boat-
ing Week is May 21 – 27. The 
Coast Guard Auxiliary will be 
out promoting recreational 
boating safety during this 
week and to kick things off, 
Flotilla 14-8 will be partner-
ing with our neighboring 
flotillas in the Jacksonville 
area. On May 21, auxiliary 
members will be at Jim King 
Park - Sisters Creek, Heck-
scher Drive offering free 
vessel safety checks from 8 
a.m. – 2:30 p.m. The auxiliary 
will host a welcome booth 
with information available for 
boaters and their family and 
friends. Boats from various 
local public service organiza-
tions will be on display during 
the event. It is a great oppor-

tunity for pictures and your 
free vessel safety check.

As of April 20, 2022, a new 
regulation has been in effect 
regarding disposable fire extin-
guishers on recreational vessels. 
If the disposable fire extin-
guisher has a date of manu-
facture on the bottle and that 
date is older than 12 years, the 
fire extinguisher is considered 
expired and should be removed 
from the boat. The remaining 
regulations are unchanged; 
the fire extinguishers must 
be Coast Guard approved, 
fully charged, undamaged, 
the correct size and number 
of extinguishers for your boat, 
and most importantly, the fire 
extinguishers must be acces-
sible should you ever need it. 
It is not required, but highly 

recommended that you mount 
your fire extinguishers in an 
easily accessible location and in 
a place where it may not be in 
the fire should one break out. 
An example of that would be 
placing a fire extinguisher in 
the galley directly above the 
stove top. While it is a good 
idea to have a fire extinguisher 
near the galley, if the fire is 
on or around the stove then 
the fire extinguisher could no 
longer be accessible.

Good placement of the fire 
extinguisher is in a clearly 
visible area with no obstruc-
tions in retrieving it. If you 
have guests on your boat 
who are unfamiliar with your 
equipment, give them a quick 
tour of your equipment and 
how it works. It’s best to do 

that before going underway. 
For more information on the 
fire extinguisher regulations, 
visit https://uscgboating.org/
recreational-boaters/fire-extin-
guisher-faq.php

Flotilla 14-8 is committed 
to the safety of the boating 
public and everyone enjoying 
the water. At any time, you 
can schedule your free vessel 
safety check with one of our 
examiners. Safe boating classes 
are also being scheduled in 
Mandarin and Green Cove 
Springs. Visit www.safeboat-
ingjax.com to register for a 
class, schedule a vessel safety 
check, or to join the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary.

Paul Tynda is a member of 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, Jack-
sonville Flotilla 14-8.

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com
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Afternoon classes run June 13 - July 16 for 
students from age two and up in ballet, tap, jazz, 
lyrical, contemporary, modern, acro and hip hop!

Summer musical theater camp runs June 13 - 
July 22 for students between 7-13 years old

academyofdancejax.com
(904)880-2275 or
academyofdancejax@gmail.com

Registration available on our 
website.
Call or email for more 
information!

Summer Camp 
and class 
registration are 
now open....

 Academy of Dance
12276 San Jose Blvd #613

Dr. Jimmy Glenos Dr. Craig Hadgis

2021

Act II Players announce summer camp
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Mandarin’s newest community theatre 
announces Act II Players’ Summer 
Camp Theatre under the direction of 
Tori Tompkins. A three-week summer 
theatre camp for kids aged five – 18, the 
camp will take place in a classroom at 
Mandarin United Methodist Church.

Camp hours are 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday beginning Tuesday, 
July 5, and wrapping up Friday, July 21. 
In addition to learning various aspects 
of the theatre, participants will also 
learn two one-act musical shows. The 
camp will conclude with three perfor-
mances at the Mandarin Garden Club 
the weekend of July 22.

Camp participants can expect to learn 

audition skills, movement on the stage, 
character voice, body language, choreog-
raphy, character development, improvi-
sation, line memorization, costuming, 
and set design.

Students are encouraged to bring a 
brown bag lunch. Bottled water will be 
provided each day and Act II Players 
will provide lunch on Fridays.

Participants of all skill levels are encour-
aged to sign up at actiiplayers.org. 

Act II Players is Mandarin’s Commu-
nity Theatre, whose mission is to bring 
all aspects of theatre to the Mandarin 
community including plays, workshops, 
musicals, and more. It is a 501 (c) (3) 
not-for-profit organization established 
in 2019.

Driver’s Ed classes offered 
Duval County Public Schools will 
offer Driver’s Education classes this 
summer as part of its Community 
Education. All classes are six days 
from 7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. each day:

Session 1: June 6, 7, 8, 9,13, 14
Session 2 : June 20, 21, 22, 23, 27, 28
Session 3 : July 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 13
Session 4 : July 18, 19, 20, 21, 25, 26
The cost of the class is $160 for the six 
day session.

To register, contact Darrin Williams 
at (904) 858-6083 or Diana Allen 

at (904) 858-6080. Visit https://
dcps.duvalschools.org/site/Default.
aspx?PageID=26023 for complete 
information, as well as additional 
schools in the district offering classes.

The following schools are offering 
Summer Driver’s Education:

Andrew Jackson, Westside High 
School, Paxon High School, First 
Coast, Wolfson, Fletcher, Englewood, 
Ed White, Sandalwood, Mandarin, 
Terry Parker, Atlantic Coast and 
Raines.

Keep kids engaged through summer vacation
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

"Summer Slide" is a term parents may 
hear at the end of the school year. No, 
it doesn't have anything to do with 
playground activities. Rather, "summer 
slide" refers to knowledge gained during 
the school year that may be lost over the 
duration of summer break.

The National Summer Learning Associa-
tion says many students lose about two 
months of grade-level equivalency in 
math computation skills over the sum-
mer. Students tend to score lower on 
standardized tests after summer vacation 
than they do when the same tests are 
taken at the onset of summer.

Minds left to sit idle can haunt chil-
dren when it's time to return to the 
classroom. But parents who engage kids 
throughout the summer and reinforce 
educationally sound activities can pre-
vent summer slide.

• Make vacations educational. Visit a 
locale kids have studied in class and 
explore its culture and traditions.
• Offer plenty of reading materials. 
Reading can expand children's minds 

and help them build and maintain their 
vocabulary.
• Ask teachers for work packets. Stu-
dents can stay on top of their studies by 
doing some light schoolwork through-
out the summer. This can reinforce les-
sons kids have already learned and keep 
their minds sharp.
• Purchase a journal. Encourage kids to 
write about their summer adventures in 
a journal. Chances are their teachers will 
ask about summer vacations and may 
require an essay when students return to 
school. 

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Help prevent “summer slide” by visiting a locale kids have 
studied in class and explore its culture.
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Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates is ready to help you with all of your 
dental needs and we look forward to providing you with personalized 

service and unparalleled treatment.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 • Adult Dentistry: (904) 886-4867

www.nemetzdental.com

We Welcome New Patients

We offer
Pediatric Dentistry

Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS NOW OPEN

Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Florida's Number 1 
Youth Soccer Program

We are going above
and beyond CDC

recommendations,
to keep our

Gymnasts, Families
and Staff Safe!

*Early Bird Registration for
2022-2023 starts May 2nd

Save $10.00 on Registration Fee.

*Now registering for Summer Camp
Starting June 6th - August 5th.

Full week $275.00 Daily rate $60.00

Enhance staycations 
with themed fun days
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Staycations are an option for budget-
conscious vacationers or people who 
simply do not want to travel too far 
from home due to mobility issues or 
other restrictions. Enhancing staycations 
with entertaining themes can improve 
the fun factor. While any themed day 
can be inspired by an active imagina-
tion, these ideas can get the creativity 
flowing.

• Superhero day: Embrace your favorite 
superhero by dressing up in his or her 
colors, donning a superhero T-shirt or 
watching an action-packed superhero 
movie.
• Pajama day: This is a fun theme for 
rainy days when Mother Nature keeps 
you indoors. Stay in your pajamas all 
day and enjoy a cozy, lazy day.
• Alma mater day: Parents and children 
can pull out their trusted college T-

shirts, sweatshirts or other school attire. 
Bake up some tasty treats in school 
colors and then find some old photos or 
look for highlights of your alma mater's 
sports teams online.
• Throwback day: Take a step back 
in time by playing games or engaging 
in activities from your youth. Teach 
youngsters about the toys you enjoyed 
or watch movies from the era in which 
you grew up.
• Crazy hair day: Embrace bed head, 
plug in the curling iron, double down 
on hair gel or pomade, or put those 
wacky coiffures into full effect.
• Cultural day: Tap into your personal 
heritage by researching your family tree 
and then preparing a meal that coordi-
nates with your heritage.
• Arts and crafts day: Get crafty by 
tackling a creative project that the fam-
ily will enjoy. Or engage in individual 
projects before comparing the final 
results collectively.

Last Day of School  
in Duval County 

May 27, 2022
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Gardening By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

New beginnings

3760 Kori Road • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

Industrial

Affordable Water solutions for 
your home with the best customer 

service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

For more information or to schedule a tour, 
call (904) 288.7858 or visit RiverGarden.org

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

More Than a Home 
Away From Home

The Adult Day Program at River Garden offers 
a purposeful, safe environment for seniors who 
require extra support. Each day features a variety 
of activities designed to engage clients’ physical, 
social, occupational and intellectual needs. It also 
provides a worry-free time during the week for 
caregivers to work, relax or tend to their own needs.

As always, the weather can be con-
founding. I’m writing in the first week 
of April, waiting for some promised 
rain. Heavy rain. Although much of 
the south has suffered from some truly 
horrific storms, here the rain gauge has 
registered just marginally above a half-
inch this week — a mixed blessing.

In common with other gardeners, I’ve 
been eagerly watching plants put on 
new growth. Surprisingly our young 
Shumard oak has had some flowers, 
and I could see some visiting bees. I 
have also been looking for new plants, 
hoping to find some early bloomers for 
our insects. It feels like a primeval urge, 
triggered by the arrival of spring. 

Gardeners don’t often sit back and smell 
the roses, but potter (or putter!) around, 
checking on this and that, observing the 
changes that happen daily. Because a 
garden is never static; it is never fin-
ished. There will always be something to 
pay attention to, whether it’s a fascinat-
ing insect, avian visitors, newly unfurled 
flowers to marvel at or a pesky weed. 

Traditional front yard landscaping, I 
must confess, is not what I consider 
gardening. There are often expanses 
of lawn, maybe with uniform borders 
along the drive and some neat and ti-
dily clipped foundation plantings. This 
is a pattern seen all over Jacksonville. 
To maintain appearances there is the 
almost incessant sound of yard mainte-
nance machines and the regular appear-
ance of chemical companies. But surely 
attitudes are shifting? When we hear 
about the “insect apocalypse” threat-
ening to damage our food supply, the 
disappearance of millions of songbirds, 
unhealthy levels of chemicals in some 
water supplies, and the algal blooms 
in our precious rivers — I could go on 
— perhaps we are beginning to under-
stand that we need to treat our land 
more gently? 

The University of Florida has great in-
formation, as always, which can help us 
tread more lightly on the land, especially 
if you have a lawn. To begin, know that 
good cultural practices can go a very 
long way in helping avoid insect, weed, 
and disease problems in turf. Don’t over 

water, don’t over fertilize, don’t mow too 
low, and your grass can grow stronger 
and more resilient. Here’s how: https://
tinyurl.com/4nw3cxf9. 

Now that you know how to tackle that 
lawn, consider how much of it you 
really need. Reducing its size would be 
even more Florida-Friendly. Perhaps a 
bed of flowers in a sunny spot would 
look pretty. Pollinating bees and but-
terflies would love a carefully selected 
grouping of flowers and small shrubs. 
Locate a bed within reach of a spigot to 
make it easy to establish new plants, and 
position it to make the most of the view 
from your front windows.

If preparing a new garden bed is 
physically challenging, the no-dig 
method may appeal: https://tinyurl.
com/2p9fed6r. It’s achieved by smother-
ing the turf with layers of wet cardboard 
or newspaper, followed by consecutive 
layers of compost, brown carbon- and 
then green nitrogen-containing material. 
It’s topped off with a layer of mulch. 
Ideally wait until the materials in the 
new bed have decomposed, which takes 
a few months; however, once the bed 
has settled, it is possible to begin install-
ing small plants in the top layers, adding 
some extra compost to help them along, 
while the decomposition process is 
ongoing. And for flower beds, you don’t 
need to make the bed very deep. Nine 
to 12 inches should be adequate. Once 
the decomposition process has finished, 
Florida-Friendly and appropriate (right 
plant right place) native plants should 
survive well in what is then amended 
native soil and will benefit from a light 
top-dressing of compost a couple of 
times a year.

If you’re growing tomatoes – and many 
people do – check out https://tinyurl.
com/2p9fznsf. It’s worth understanding 
how to minimize the use of chemicals in 
our home gardens.

“The Neighborhood Gardener” is a 
monthly newsletter which I often rec-
ommend. To go deeper, check out the 
webinar series at: https://tinyurl.com/
mph4x6jf. They are available live, or 
online for viewing at your convenience, 
and there is some great content. Enjoy!

Did you know? May Day
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

May Day has a long and storied history. 
May Day was initially designated to 
welcome the change in season, notably 
spring in the Northern Hemisphere. 
Druids and ancient Gaelic people would 
have festivals to celebrate the return of 
life and fertility to the world.

One popular May Day tradition 
involved the maypole, which can be 
traced back to Medieval times. May 
Day festivities involved dancing around 
the maypole, which was adorned with 
colorful ribbons and streamers. Some 
historians surmise that these ritualistic 
dances were also courtship dances and 
fertility rituals.

In the 19th century, May Day celebra-
tions evolved from one celebrating 
spring to a commemoration of labor 
rights in the United States. The Federa-
tion of Organized Trades and Labor 
Unions wanted to end the poor work-
ing conditions and long hours workers 
faced and held a convention in Chicago, 
where they proposed an eight-hour 
workday.

Although implemented on May 1, 
1886, May Day as a labor movement 
never fully took root as a holiday in the 
United States, and was later surpassed 
by Labor Day, which is celebrated in 
September; however, May Day is still 
celebrated in 66 other countries
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By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Majestic MoroccoTravel

Retire in style
at Starling!
Our residents are unique – and so are their lives. Starling’s 
senior living communities offer a range of retirement lifestyles 
that will keep you active, social and feeling right at home. 

Whether you’re sampling the gourmet dining options, 
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, 
Starling is all about what matters: embracing life with friends, 
family and community.

StarlingAtSanJose.com | Assisted Living Facility #12887 | Follow Us on Facebook

Luxury senior living is just a call away.

904.337.6395
9075 SAN JOSE BLVD

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32257

Most envision the Sahara Desert as an 
endless expanse of sand dunes. That's 
how I imagined Morocco, a country on 
the northwestern edge of Africa. But, to 
my surprise, I found rolling hills similar 
to Tuscany, beach towns full of surfers, 
jagged snow-topped mountains, and 
modern cities with skyscrapers. I passed 
date palms growing in oases, many 
miles of olive groves, ancient mudbrick 
casbahs (forts), Roman ruins (a World 
Heritage site), goats in Argan trees, and 
a town painted blue. 

I arrived in Casablanca, the business 
capital, and insisted on visiting Rick's 
Café (from the movie “Casablanca”). 
Another surprise: the classic film was 
not shot in Morocco. Still, Rick's bar 
and restaurant live on, piano player and 
all. The other not to be missed site is the 
Hassan II Mosque, the largest and most 
ornate in the country and the only one 
open to non-Muslims. 

Many professional artisans live and work 
in Fes, Morocco's oldest city. Their fine 
ceramic ware, copper and tin pieces, 
loom-woven textiles, hand-made rugs, 
and leather goods become treasures. 
Watch them work in their studios and 
factories. Fortunately, springs of mint 
are supplied on entry to the odorous 
tannery where vast pots of acid soak 
animal hides. The narrow single file pas-
sageways in the immense old walled city 
boggle pedestrian movement, as does 
the occasional mule and cart. 

Marrakech looms as both a modern 
and ancient city. You'll find hundreds 
of souks (shops) within its walls with 
vendors hacking their wares. I'd like to 
think the trinkets were made in Moroc-
co, but that's not always the case. Buy 
the refined artisan products in Fes. In 
Marrakech, busy, crowded alleys eventu-

ally spill out onto the famous plaza. 
Exotic Jemaa el-Fna comes alive at night 
with street performers, dancing lights, 
and endless outdoor restaurants. 

I found the Sahara Desert I expected in 
remote Merzouga. Travelers come to ride 
camels through the picturesque apricot-
colored dunes. The soft sand feels like 
powder, but makes walking tiresome. 
Sit and watch the sunset, then let your 
camel transport you to an overnight tent 
camp. I stayed at one I'd rank five stars, 
a glamping experience with exquisite 
beds and linens, full bathrooms, and an 
atmospheric dining room. I could have 
stayed another night, but my itinerary 
called for me to move on. 

Chefchaouen, or the Blue (on blue) 
City, is like no other. Houses, walls, 
walkways, and stairs are painted in 
dreamy hues of azure blue and some-
times white. Meander through the 
inviting warren of winding pathways 

clinging to a steep hill. It's easy to lose 
your breath and your way. Fortunately, 
plenty of shop owners and residents help 
you with directions. 

Essaouira rests at the edge of the Atlan-
tic, an essential port that attracts surfers 
and stand-up paddleboarders. Argan 
trees grow in the area, and you might 
see an Argan tree full of goats. The oil is 
used to produce creams and lotions.

Foodies adore spicy Moroccan cuisine. 
Tagine cooking (meat, vegetables, and 
spices slow-cooked in a ceramic bowl 
covered by a traditional dome-shaped 
lid) is the most popular. Couscous 
typically accompanies the dish. Cookies 

are served with sweet mint tea before 
dinner, and the meal ends with a bowl 
of fresh fruit. 

Many riads, former large townhomes 
found in the old cities, were converted 
to boutique hotels. The exteriors have 
no windows, but you'll find plenty on 
the interior facing lush central court-
yards. Riads are adorned in the Mo-
roccan style of doorways and arches 
with intricate plasterwork looking like 
delicate lace. 

I found Morocco majestic.

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Blue City.

Sahara Desert camel ride.

Moroccan doors.
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© Baptist Health 2022

Wound Care
and Hyperbaric
Medicine Center

Having a wound that won’t heal can put your entire life on hold.  
Now you can get comprehensive wound care without leaving the  
area at Baptist Nassau’s new Wound Care Center. 

If you have a wound that hasn’t healed within the expected  
amount of time, our team can help you get on the road to recovery.  
We treat a variety of wounds:

• Arterial ulcers
• Diabetic ulcers
• Neuropathic ulcers
• Pressure ulcers
• Venous insufficiency
• Traumatic wounds

• Surgical wounds
• Vasculitis
• Radiation wounds
• Burns
• Other chronic, non-healing  

wounds

Baptist South Wound Care and Hyperbaric Medicine Center
14534 Old St. Augustine Road • Medical Office Building 3 

Suite 3110 • Jacksonville, FL  32258

The longer a wound goes without 
effective treatment, the greater 
the risk of infection. What are you 
waiting for? It’s time for healing. 

Call 904.202.HEAL (4325)  
for an appointment.

It’s time for healing. 

Experience  
a Taste of  

HarborChase

H A R B O R C H A S E  O F  M A N DA R I N 
904 . 5 8 4 .98 0 6

D A I L Y  H A P P Y  H O U R 

S E A S O N A L  C O C K T A I L S  

B E E R  A N D  W I N E 

S M A L L  P L A T E S

Call Now For An Appointment
904-880-0622

4727 Sunbeam Rd Jacksonville

Dermatology
Skin Cancers

Lasers
Cosmetics

MOHS
 

Mary Anderson, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Accepting New Patients


