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Q A&
Creekside track and field team brings home 
multiple medals from State Championships
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Creekside track and field team com-
pleted an awe-inspiring season at the 
FHSAA Class 4A State Championship 
in Gainesville on May 14. 

The Creekside boys’ 4 x 800-meter 
relay team not only beat the school’s 
record, but earned its first state title in 
this event. According to the FHSAA 
officials, the relay team, which is now 
ranked No. 1 in the state, is also ranked 
No. 9 in the nation with a finishing 
time of 7:46.86 (mm:ss).

Senior Jesse Benavides blazed the 
final leg with about a 50-meter lead 
into the finish line. The event was 
stacked with Florida’s 18 fastest 
running teams, some of which had 
seeded times faster Creekside’s. First 
time runner and sophomore Tanner 
Simonds led the first leg, followed by 
veteran junior McCall Williams who 
created a large gap from the crowded 
field, where another veteran junior, 
Hudson Finocchio, maintained the 
lead on the third leg.

“It was phenomenal to watch these boys 
leave everything on the track. It’s been 
a long time coming from these young 

men,” said middle-distance coach, Cash 
Tampa, a graduate and former runner at 
Creekside.

A couple hours later in the 200-me-
ter race, sophomore Christian Miller 
ran his personal best to win the State 
Championship in this event with a time 
of 20.82 seconds — while breaking 
the school record which was held since 
2017. Prior to this event, Miller finished 
the 100-meter race with another school-
breaking record to finish fifth on the 

podium with a time of 10.69 seconds.

Long time track head coach, Ricky 
Fields, said, “What Christian did was 
very difficult for any athlete, but com-
pletely unexpected.”

Along the same line of difficulty with 
two more medals was Jesse Benavides 
accomplishing his personal bests in 
the 800-meter and the 1600-meter 
races.

The evening came to a perfect conclu-
sion with senior Sydney Campbell 
winning the most medals in Creekside’s 
track and field history at a state meet. 
Campbell placed fourth in the 100-me-
ter, sixth in 200-meter, third in 400-me-
ter, and was the final leg on the 4 x 400 
meter relay team with a sixth place team 
finish.

“The success of Creekside’s track team 
is part of a philosophy and culture 
of putting in the time to do the hard 
work with coaches who give you their 
all,” said Creekside Coach Bernie 
Berania. “The past couple years have 
been nothing but normal, but this 
year sets a solid foundation for a fast 
and exciting 2023 for Creekside’s 
track program.”

Photos courtesy Bernie Berania

Creekside boys’ 4 x 800-meter relay team (Hudson Finocchio, Tanner Simonds, Jesse Benavides, McCall Williams along 
with Coach Cash Tampa) wins state championship.

Photos courtesy Bernie Berania

Sydney Campbell and Christian Miller.

All about 
the library’s 
Summer 
Reading 
Program
By Sade Goodridge
mail@floridanewsline.com

What event is free, lasts all summer, 
offers amazing prizes, and hosts en-
joyable events? Well, it can only be 
the St. Johns County Library Sum-
mer Reading Program! The Bartram 
Branch Library, and other libraries 
across St. Johns County, aim to cre-
ate an exciting summer at the library 
with story times, special events, teen 
crafts, and the opportunity to win 
book prizes each week. 

This year’s theme is Oceans of Pos-
sibilities and lasts until Aug. 6. To 
participate, one can either download 
the READsquared app or visit the 
library to pick up a paper log and 
begin tracking one’s reading by days 
read — not hours, pages, or num-
bers of books. Every six days, or 60 
points on the app, one is eligible for 
a free book prize. Points can also 
be earned by attending events and 
completing missions on the app. 

Prizes for reading and participating 
in other activities are a grand selec-
tion of books, generously donated 
by members of the community, 
ranging from children to adults. To 
take advantage of this prize, partici-
pants bring their reading log or mo-
bile device with the READsquared 
app to the information desk so the 
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Contact Linda Gay at 
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

(904) 607-5062

COMING IN AUGUST!

Back to School
Guide

PREMIER HOMES
REALTY, INC.

R E A L  E S T A T E  E X P E R T S

We are honored to be recognized as Real Estate Professionals

PremierHomesRealty.Net

PREMIER HOMES REALTY, INC.
Michael K. Taylor, Broker, GRI, 
BPOR, SFR
52 Tuscan Way, 202-325
St Augustine, FL 32092
(904)214-4780
miketaylor@premierhomesrealty.net

FORBES MAGAZINE & FORTUNE MAGAZINE

Property Management Services
Own a home and not ready to sell?
Ask us about our Property Management 
Services. We will list your one for only 
50% of the first month's rent. We will then 
manage your home for only 10% of the 
monthly rent. Both Landlord and Tenant 
are given access to our online property 
management system for convenient access 
to monthly reports.

THIS IS A GEAT TIME TO SELL!
We will list and sell your home for ONLY 4% total commission.

If we bring the buyer we will DROP the commission 

to ONLY 3% total commission.

Broker is a member of the Northeast Florida Association
of Realtors and the St Johns County Board of Realtors.

This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list
your home if it is currently listed with a realtor.

WE HAVE PERSONALLY SOLD $187 MILLION IN REAL 
ESTATE WITH OVER $20.7 MILLION ALREADY SOLD OR 

UNDER CONTRACT IN 2022!

Add “donate blood” to hurricane 
readiness checklist
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Hurricane season is right around the 
corner, and according to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, the 2022 Atlantic hurricane season 
is predicted to be very active with a 
higher than average number of hur-
ricanes. As First Coast residents begin 
their preparations, LifeSouth encourages 
all eligible donors to add “donate blood” 
to their checklist. 

Every two seconds, someone needs 
blood — and just one donation can 
save up to three lives in our local com-
munity. LifeSouth provides blood to 70 
percent of hospital beds in Northeast 
Florida, so when you give blood to 
LifeSouth you give the gift of life to 
someone close by. When severe storms 
threaten our area, a strong blood sup-
ply is crucial to ensure local patients 
get the best care. 

Over the summer, LifeSouth will host 
several community blood drives and 
Northeast Florida residents can donate 
at one of LifeSouth’s regional donor 
centers, or at a mobile blood drive. For 
a full listing of mobile drives, visit Life-
South.org. Following is a list of regional 
donor centers:

Julington Creek Donor Center (445 State 
Road 13, Suite 25)
•  Tuesday - Friday hours: 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m. 
•  Saturday hours: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
•  $20 e-gift card for all donors

Northeast Florida Donor Center (7840 
Baymeadows Way)
•  Monday/Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 
hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
•  Wednesday hours: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
•  Saturday hours: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
•  $10 e-gift card for all donors

Fleming Island Donor Center (1605 
County Road 220, Unit 160)
•  Wednesday/Thursday/Friday hours: 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
•  Saturday/Sunday hours: 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. 
•  $20 e-gift card for all donors

Donors must be 17 years or older, in 
good health and have a photo ID. Visit 
LifeSouth.org for more information, 
including donor center hours and online 
donation scheduling.

Photo courtesy LifeSouth

Every two seconds, someone needs blood — and just 
one donation can save up to three lives in our local 

community.
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Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the flagpole at Veterans Park. 
Our winner was Chris Navarro. Congratulations!

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the Shoppes at RiverTown. Our winner was Joel 
Borax. Congratulations!

Call  Linda Gay 607-5062
to reserve your advertising space!

When you advertise you encourage repeat 
business, create traffic and attract new customers!

                                                                                              
Don’t miss the August issue

Feature section: Back to School!
Deadline 7/19/22

4    What’s Happening in St. Johns

6    Q&A with Christian Whitehurst

10  Briefs

11  St. Johns Business Monthly

15  Nease NJROTC is best!

20  PopHistory

21  Nutrition Check

22  Gardening

25  Travel

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

FFBBFF Meet Lulu!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

Breed: 

Eastern cotton tail mix

Favorite Activities: 

Going on walks and running around the yard

Favorite Treat: 

Dried sweet potato

Favorite Friends: 

His rabbit cousin Oreo

How is your BFF got his name: 

We thought the name was cute for a bunny

to
 ou

r

PG 18

Answers: A. health  B. berry  C. nutrients   D. delicious

three
CONVENIENT

LOCATIONS!

JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE • 112-203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK • ST JOHNS, FL 32259
ORANGE PARK OFFICE • 1584-B KINGSLEY AVENUE • ORANGE PARK, FL 32073

ATLANTIC OFFICE • 12740-12 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD • JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225 

Ready. Set. 

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.

Dr. Aylin Mazzuoccolo

ORTHODONTIST

904.264.KIDS | 264KIDS.COM

to schedule a CONSULT
Call or visit us online:

Make a note!
Deadline for the 

next issue:
July 19



Page 4 | The CreekLine July 2022

Trout Creek Senior Center offers activi-
ties for seniors on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings at 6795 Collier Road in Orange-
dale. Cards, crafts and games start each day at 
9 a.m. with trivia, nutrition/exercise, Bunco and 
Bingo among the additional activities before 
lunch at 11:45 a.m. each day. Contact Program 
Coordinator Anne Marie Forsythe at (904) 552-
1611 for more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy 
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items 
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at the outside eating area 
at Belgian Sweet House Bistro, 12276 San Jose 
Blvd. (next to Harbor Chase). Visit the group’s 
Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or email play-
inghookie31@gmail.com for more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays the 
game of “Hand, Knee, and Foot” on Wednes-
days. If you are interested in joining, please call 
(904) 230-6962 and leave a message.

5th: Honeybee Quilters Guild 
will meet on Tuesday, July 5 at 

6:30 p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian Church in 
the Loft on the County Dock Road side of the 
church at 2501 Loretto Road. An FAQ discussion 
about Quiltfest, scheduled for September, will 
be held. Wearing masks is optional. New mem-
bers/guests welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.
org for more information.

7th: The Jacksonville Camera 
Club will meet on July 7 and July 

21 from 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. at Shepherd of the Woods 
Southside, 7860 Southside Blvd. There is a social 
“hour” of 30 to 45 minutes before the meeting. 
Visit jax.jaxcameraclub.com for more information.

9th: Bartram Trail Friends of 
the Library Book Sale will 

be held at the Bartram Trail Branch Library, 60 
Davis Pond Blvd., on July 9 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

9th: The Northeast Florida 
Chapter of Sisters in 

Crime presents multi-award-winning author 
Judith Erwin at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
Library, 101 Library Blvd. (FOL Room) on Satur-
day, July 9. Doors open at 10 a.m. and the meet-
ing starts at 10:15 a.m. Bring your coffee and 
bring a friend. The group welcomes misters and 
sisters to learn more about writing, promoting, 
and enjoying crime fiction. Visit www.neflorida-
sistersincrime.org for more information.

11th: The St. Johns County Civic 
Roundtable will meet on Monday, 

July 11 at 12 p.m. via Zoom. The meeting will 
feature guest speaker Kyle Dorsey, president 
of Baptist Medical Center South. Email info@
sjcroundtable.org to register for the meet-
ing or visit www.sjcroundtable.org for more 
information about the St. Johns County Civic 
Roundtable.

16th: Family-friendly Porch 
Talk and Garden Grazing 

at Alpine Groves Park. On July 16, celebrate 
50 years of County Parks and Recreation 
with Friends of Alpine Groves at the Bennett 
House by the St. Johns River (9 a.m. – 11 
a.m.) and enjoy refreshments courtesy of 
the Garden Club of Switzerland (11a.m. – 12 
p.m.) at the Freedom Butterfly Garden. Alpine 
Groves Park is located at 2060 State Road 13 
in Switzerland.

18th: The All Star Quil-
ters Guild will meet at 

9:30 a.m. for socializing prior to the 10 
a.m. meeting on Monday, July 18 at the 
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose 
Blvd. The program will be the Challenge 
Reveal. Quilters were invited to create a 
small quilt from a Beatles song title. Sew 
and Tell is always a feature. Guests are 
welcome. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for 
more information.

19th: Herbal Medicine from 
the Garden will be offered 

on July 19 at 10 a.m. Attendees will learn about 
traditionally used herbs to promote wellness 
and health as well as how to create their own 
tinctures, teas, and salves. Included are guides, 
plant identification, lecture and herbal snacks. 
Pre registration is required via phone or text at 
(386) 972-1891.

21st: Teen Craft — Seahorse 
canvas will be held at the 

Bartram Trail Branch Library, at the entrance to 
Julington Creek Plantation, on July 21 from 3 p.m. 
– 4 p.m. Grades six through 12 will paint a sea-
horse canvas to celebrate the summer theme, 
“Oceans of Possibilities.” Supplies provided by 
Bartram Trail Branch Friends of the Library. Reg-
istration is required; call (904) 827-6960.

24th: Hopefull Handbags will 
host its Women’s Expo 2022 

on July 24 from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Classic Car 
Museum of St. Augustine, 4730 Dixie High-
way in St. Augustine. All net proceeds go di-
rectly to Hopefull Handbags Global to further 
its mission for survivors of domestic abuse 
and their children, specifically to purchase 
land and build a new building for survivors 
and their children called Carolyn’s Haven of 
Hope. Tickets are $7 and are available online 
(https://form.jotform.com/221074808209151). 
Visit www.hopefullhandbags.org for more 
information.

29th: Gentle yoga and medita-
tion for adults at the Bartram 

Trail Branch Library on July 29 from 10 a.m. – 11 
a.m. Gentle yoga is a great way to increase flex-
ibility, lower stress, and improve energy. Dress 
comfortably and bring along your favorite yoga 
mat. Register online at www.sjcpls.org or call 
(904) 827-6960.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. JohnsJulyJuly Community Calendar

Nina McIntosh, PA-C, Jaime Kibler, DO, Donald J. Levine, MD,  
Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios, PA-C, are dedicated to your 
family’s health through every stage of life. They offer you and your family 
a medical home, where you can enjoy an ongoing relationship with your 
personal physician. Convenient. Caring. Connected. That’s changing health 
care for good.

Areas of expertise include:

• Sports/school physicals  • Disease management
• Immunizations  • Minor skin lesion and mole removal
• Well child visits  • Osteopathic treatment
• Preventive/GYN exams  • On-site lab

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
1400 Bishop Estates Road • St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.2794
baptistprimarycare.net

© Baptist Health 2021

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.

Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS NOW OPEN

Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Florida's Number 1 
Youth Soccer Program
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with St. Johns County Supervisor of 
Elections Vicky OakesQ A&

Dr. Jimmy Glenos Dr. Craig Hadgis

2021

Sugar Bear Antiques Mall
3047 Julington Creek Road | Jacksonville, FL 32223 | (904) 886-0393 | Open 7 Days a week | 10am-5:45pm

July 8th, 9th and 10th
Refreshments Served

www.sugarbearmall.com

SALES!
Throughout the store on one-of-a-kind 

items for you and your home.

Drawings! 
For Sugar Bear Gift Certificates!
Bring this ad to be eligible.

Summer Spectacular Sale

with St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit Court 
and Comptroller Brandon PattyQ A&

Q. Can you tell us about the awards 
your office has received for reporting 
the county’s finances? 

A. We learned in June that we received 
a second award from the Government 
Finance Officers Association (GFOA) of 
the United States and Canada, this time 
for our Popular Annual Financial Report 
(PAFR). The first award was the Cer-
tificate of Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting, which I call the gold 
standard for reporting, transparency and 
disclosure about the county’s finances — 
we’ve gotten it for 29 consecutive years, 
which is an achievement in itself. But this 
second award is for our first-ever PAFR, a 
shorter, more reader-friendly booklet than 
the detailed 400-plus-page Annual Com-
prehensive Financial Report on which it’s 
based.

The PAFR, titled “Tracking Your Tax 
Dollars: A Guide to St. Johns County’s 
Finances,” features highlights from the 
comprehensive report and is designed to 
be straightforward and user-friendly for 
taxpayers without a background in public 
finance. It is for Fiscal Year 2020 so some 
of the data is outdated. You can read it at 
stjohnsclerk.com/pafr/. We will produce 
a new PAFR this fall for Fiscal Year 2021 
showing how tax dollars are collected and 
spent, as well as more recent trends on 
demographics, housing, taxes and more. 

Q. Knowing that the Clerk of Courts 
receives monetary judgments and pay-
ments related to court cases, how can 
readers learn whether they have un-
claimed funds with your office?

Q: Do we have a Primary Election this 
year?

A: Yes. The Primary is scheduled for 
August 23.

Q: Have candidates that are running for 
office filed their papers?

A: Yes. Candidate qualifying ended June 
17 and the Primary Election ballot is 
finalized.

Q: How can I find out who will be on 
my ballot?

A: A sample ballot will be mailed, or 
emailed, to every registered voter unless you 
requested a vote-by-mail ballot. Sample 
ballots are mailed three weeks prior to an 
election and are also available on our website. 
You can access yours by using My Voter 
Status and looking up your voter record. A 
list of Primary Election candidates is also 
available on our website along with a full list 
of candidates who qualified with our office.

Q: When will vote-by-mail ballots be 
mailed?

A: Vote-by-mail ballots go into the mail 
on July 9 for overseas and military vot-
ers. They are the first to be mailed their 
ballots, 45 days prior to the election. The 
ballots for all other voters who requested 
vote-by-mail ballots will be mailed around 
July 18. 

Q: I don’t remember if I requested a 
vote-by-mail ballot. How can I check?

A: Visit www.votesjc.gov and use My 
Voter Status to look up your voter record. 
You can verify your address on file with 
the Elections Office, update it if you need 
to, and see if you have a request on file. If 
you haven’t requested a ballot, it’s not too 
late. You have up until 10 days before the 
election to request a ballot be mailed to 
you.

Q: Will there be early voting for the 
Primary?

A: Yes. Early voting is available from 9 
a.m. – 6 p.m., Aug. 13 – 20, at these 
six locations: Ponte Vedra Branch Li-

brary, Julington Creek Annex, Supervi-
sor of Elections Office, St. Augustine 
Beach City Hall, Southeast Branch Li-
brary, and the Hastings Branch Library.

Q: I heard some election day polling lo-
cations have changed. Will I be notified 
if mine changed?

A: Yes. Due to the 2020 Census and the 
2021 redistricting process, we have new 
voting districts, new precinct lines, and 
some new polling locations. All registered 
voters were mailed new voter informa-
tion cards in June to notify them of the 
changes. If you did not receive your new 
card, visit www.votesjc.gov and use My 
Voter Status to look up your registration 
and verify the address on file with the 
Elections Office is correct. Your polling 
place is also listed.

Q: A candidate I want to vote for is 
registered in a different party than I am. 
What do I have to do in order to be able 
to vote for them? 

A: Due to Florida’s closed primaries, you 
received the ballot of the party in which 
you are registered. Unless the candidate is 
from your same party, you must change 
your party in order to be able to vote for 
them. The only exception is nonparti-
san races on the Primary ballot, such as 
County Judge and School Board. These 
races appear on all ballots.

Q: Is there a deadline for registering 
to vote or changing my party for the 
Primary?

A: Yes. The deadline for new registra-
tions and party changes is 29 days prior 
to an election. In the case of the Aug. 23 
Primary, the deadline is July 25.

Be sure to visit votesjc.gov often for 
updated election information. The Fre-
quently Asked Questions provide answers 
to questions asked most often, and there is 
a special section for vote-by-mail ques-
tions. My staff and I are here to serve you, 
and we will make it easy for you to vote. 
Sign up for my newsletter by visiting our 
website or call the office for assistance at 
(904) 823-2238.

Brandon Patty cont. on pg. 6
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&
with St. Johns County Commission Vice 
Chairman Christian Whitehurst, District 1Q A&

&

Republican Primary: Tuesday, August 23
JeremiahBlocker.com

Paid by Jeremiah Blocker, Republican, for 
St. Johns County Commission District 4

Keep Our Community Safe

Put Families First 

Foster Responsible Development 

The Experienced Conservative
Fighting For A Free & Prosperous St. Johns

REPUBLICAN

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

DISCOVER THE 
NATURAL CHOICE

Find the care that you need for your loved ones at 
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek, a Life Plan 
Community on the shore of Julington Creek, where our 
brand-new Memory Care neighborhood is opening soon! 
We offer dedicated caregivers, specialized programming, 
a customized dining program and 32 spacious private 
suites. Memory Care at Westminster Woods on Julington 
Creek is just another reason to choose our community, 
offering an active and worry-free lifestyle every day and 
the safety and security of a full continuum of care to 
meet life’s changing needs, from Independent Living to 
Assisted Living, Memory Care, Nursing Care and more.

Call us today at (904) 861-6425  
to learn more about our new  
Memory Care neighborhood!

New Memory Care Neighborhood 
Opening Soon!

Q: Can you give your thoughts on the 
large number of apartments under con-
struction on Race Track Road?

A: The apartment complex under con-
struction near the intersection with St. 
Johns Parkway was approved in 2019, 
before I became a county commissioner. 
I’m not privy to the details, but being a 
longtime resident, this does seem like an 
odd fit for the area. I’m not sure I would 
have approved it since it is in the middle 
of single family homes in addition to the 
amount of traffic it will generate along that 
stretch of Race Track Road.

Another apartment complex is under 
construction near the intersection with US 
Highway 1. I was part of the commission 
that approved this project unanimously, 
for several reasons. First, it’s near US 1 and 
across the street from another apartment 
complex so it fits the area. Secondly, the 
old Best Bet, which was torn down on this 
piece of land, had been vacant for years 
and was an eyesore and we had safety con-
cerns. These apartments will be at market 
rate, not low income.

We do need apartments in the northwest 
part of the county to house some of our 
teachers and first responders. The apart-
ments just need to be in the right place. 

Q: What reasons did you consider for 
your approval in May of the additional 
homes to the Silverleaf project?

A: First, the original 10,800 units in 
Silverleaf were approved in 2006. In May, 
this commission approved 5,600 more 
homes and most won’t begin construction 
until 2030. The project is scheduled for a 
25-year build-out, which gives the county 
time to manage and plan for the growth. 

Additionally, Silverleaf developers gave us 
more upfront infrastructure than any other 
project I’ve seen. They will spend $150 
million on roads upfront, before construc-
tion begins. They donated three school 
sites. These sites are donated, not offered 

in lieu of impact fees. There will be 198 
acres of parks and 4,700 acres of conserva-
tion and open space.

For the part of the project that is along 
the William Bartram Scenic Highway, a 
drive that everyone enjoys and must be 
preserved, they listened to our require-
ments. Anything that abuts this scenic 
highway will be one unit per five acres and 
a 75-foot buffer, which is three times the 
required amount. This is the lowest density 
of any development I’ve ever seen. 

If every development application in the 
last 20 years gave us this much infrastruc-
ture and this much time to plan, we would 
not have the deficiencies we now have.

Q: What are your thoughts on the sher-
iff’s proposed budget that he presented 
at the June commission meeting?

A: Sheriff Hardwick’s proposed budget for 
2023 includes a significant increase in pay 
for his rank and file deputies, not the com-
mand staff. These are the deputies charged 
with keeping us safe. The salary increase 
will hopefully make these positions more 
competitive and allow for some inflation. I 
will be supporting his proposed budget.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 1?

A: Borland Groover is coming to District 
1. They will be building a new facility off 
St. Johns Parkway, which is already prop-
erly zoned. They applied for an economic 
incentive package, which the commission 
just approved because they will be bring-
ing high paying jobs to the area. It’s also 
a new service for our community so I’m 
excited. They plan to break ground in a 
few months and hopefully open sometime 
next year.

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at  bcc1cwhite-
hurst@sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 584-
5348.

Brandon Patty cont. from pg. 5

A.  One in five Floridians has unclaimed 
funds from a forgotten financial ac-
count, according to Florida CFO Jimmy 
Patronis. In May 2022 alone, more than 
$36 million in unclaimed property was 
returned to Floridians, with about $1.4 
million of it coming from the Jacksonville 
region. As of the end of April, our office 
had unclaimed funds totaling nearly 
$328,000. A quick visit to our webpage, 
https://stjohnsclerk.com/clerk-unclaimed-
funds/, will show you if your name is on 
the current list. Unclaimed funds can 
range from a few dollars to tens of thou-
sands of dollars, so I would encourage 
your readers to check on a regular basis. 
If you have a claim to money held by the 
St. Johns County Clerk of Courts, contact 
my office as soon as possible, because 
each year we send unclaimed funds to the 
State of Florida. Once funds are sent to 
the state, we can’t assist you in recovering 
those funds.

If your name appears in the document for 
annual unclaimed funds turned over to 
the State of Florida, visit www.fltreasure-
hunt.org to claim your funds.

Q. Do you have an update on county 

property owners who have signed up 
for your office’s free fraud alerts? 

A. We are about a fifth of the way to our 
goal of 10,000 subscribers and working 
hard to get out the message. In the com-
ing weeks, we are looking to partner with 
our fellow Clerks of Court in north-
east Florida in a shared message about 
protecting our residents’ properties from 
scammers through our free notification 
services. It’s easy to sign up and it’s totally 
free. Our service provides an early warn-
ing to a property owner, alerting them to 
check their records online and take action 
if a property record or mortgage docu-
ment has been fraudulently altered. Sign 
up at https://stjohnsclerk.com/recording-
activity/ and let your friends and families 
know that their county may also offer 
similar free services.

Q. How can residents get in touch with 
you?

A. You can call me on my cell phone 
at (904) 599-8688, the Clerk’s Office 
at (904) 819-3600 or visit us online at 
stjohnsclerk.com. I also invite you to 
check out our recently launched monthly 
newsletter at https://conta.cc/3y4se4p and 
sign up to receive it monthly via email. 
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Orthopedic Care A Confident Step Forward

Complete Orthopedic and Sports Medicine Care 
in Your Neighborhood. That’s the Power of +.

The physicians at Flagler Health+ Village at Nocatee are your Orthopedic  
and Sports Medicine specialists. Not only are we conveniently located in your  

neighborhood, we have award-winning care and top surgeons offering world-class  
treatment for joint care, trauma care and sports injuries. With onsite imaging including  

MRI and CT, your care is more convenient than ever.

Specialties include:

Hand
Wrist

Shoulder

Elbow
Upper Extremity
Sports Medicine

Musculoskeletal Injuries
Neck Conditions
Back Conditions

Learn more or schedule your appointment today at FlaglerHealthOrtho.com or call 888.481.2135
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2758 Race Track Road, 
Suite 403 St Johns, FL 32259
904.209.1320

NEW location 
(formerly Panache)

With other locations in Jacksonville Beach, 
Avondale and Atlantic

� � �

Enjoy $25 OFF your �rst service
*offer applies to services $50+ for new clients and 
those who have not had a service in 12 months.

YOU CAN’T STOP A  
HURRICANE, 

BUT YOU CAN
KEEP MOM SAFE. 

WE’RE PREPARED
Mandarin

Independent & Assisted Living
Memory Care

(904) 584-9817 
HarborChase.com

12350 San Jose Blvd. 
Jacksonville, FL 32223 ALF#13126

Q: Can you describe some of the 
scams that have come to your atten-
tion?

A: We’ve had some interesting fraud pop 
up lately that has to do with real estate: 
vacant property, home improvement, 
and vacation rentals would be the broad 
categories.

Q: What fraud are you seeing with 
vacant property?

A: Most people think you can’t steal a 
home, but it can be done — and we’ve 
prosecuted some cases in St. Johns 
County. Vacant property is typically the 
target and a quit claim deed along with 
the legal concept of adverse possession is 
how it is done. For example, a dishonest 
person might illegally live in a vacant 
home for awhile and then utilize a quit 
claim deed to turn the property over 
to themselves and then sell or rent the 
property fraudulently. If they sell the 
property, they will offer owner financing, 
so that title insurance is not required as 
with a mortgage company. When the 
rightful owner shows up at the property, 
surprised that someone is there, they 
often call law enforcement, who is then 
shown the quit claim deed. This then 
looks like a civil matter, but it’s a fraud 
to illegally record documents.

My advice if you have vacant property: 
ask someone you trust to keep an eye 
on it to ensure no one is living there 
illegally and also check with the county 
regularly to make sure there have been 
no documents filed on the property such 
as quit claim deeds. Consider this as you 
would check up on your credit report.

Q: What about home improvement 
fraud?

A: Recently we had 50 victims in our 
district of a roofing scam. As you know, 
there is a shortage of labor and many 
reputable contractors are quoting long 
periods of time to complete a project. 
Some homeowners may then seek out 
other contractors and come across some 
that are not so reputable. Scammers are 
always ready to take advantage. It’s a 
red flag if the contractor asks for all the 
money for a job up front. Make sure 
any deposit requested seems reasonable 
and do your due diligence as it pertains 
to licensing and insurance. You can call 
the county and find out if a contractor 
is licensed to work here and in addition 
to asking to see the proof of insurance, 
maybe take the additional step of actu-
ally calling the insurance company to 
verify coverage.

Q: Finally, what can you tell us about 
vacation rental property fraud?

A: If you’re going on vacation, always 
use a reputable agency to find the 
property you want to rent. Be careful 
searching online because sometimes 
what is represented on the internet is 
not reality — and you won’t know it 
until you show up ready for your vaca-
tion. Plus, by then the scammer will 
already have your personal information 
and even your money. One thing you 
can do to verify the accuracy of the 
rental property listing is to look up the 
property by address on the county’s 
property appraiser’s website. You can 
also contact a local realtor that special-
izes in rental properties and ask them 
to check it out. If it turns out that the 
listing is fraudulent, they may end up 
helping you find a legitimate rental 
property. A little prevention/work up 
front can really pay off.

with State Attorney, 7th Judicial Circuit,  
R.J. LarizzaQ A&

with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob HardwickQ A&
Q: Can you give some insight into 
your recent budget presentation to the 
Board of County Commissioners for 
the next fiscal year?

A: As background, before the budget 
process started, my entire command 
staff met with the county commission-
ers one-by-one because our relationship 
with them is so important. We went 
over my three budget priorities, which 
are increasing compensation and ben-
efits for our employees so that we can 
recruit and retain top talent; maximiz-
ing technology to decrease crime in St. 
Johns County; and after we’ve assessed 
the entire county, add additional person-
nel. Then I proposed my budget of 
nearly $103 million, which represents 
an $8.8 million increase over last year. 
None of the increase is for capital im-
provements.

Q: Can you describe what items are 
included in the increase?

A: Nearly all is going towards increasing 
the base pay for sworn deputies from 
$45,000 to $50,000. This will be for 
approximately 490 deputies at the rank 
of lieutenant and below. As background, 

there are approximately 100 of our 
deputy sheriffs who live in touching 
counties because they can’t afford to 
live in St. Johns County. Additionally, 
in a recent 30-day period, we had four 
10-year deputy sheriffs leave for a variety 
of reasons, but all were for higher pay-
ing jobs. I also propose to increase the 
base pay for our civilian staff $3,000 to 
$35,000. 

Other items included in the requested 
increase include nearly $2 million to the 
Florida retirement system, $450,000 
for an increase in health benefits for 
employees, $500,000 due to an increase 
in fuel costs across all agency vehicles, 
boats and helicopters, $500,000 for an 
increase in the inmates’ medical fund 
and $100,000 for the increased cost of 
ammunition. 

I also propose adding 10 additional 
deputies (mostly for patrol, but one 
will be the deputy at the new Beach-
side High School) and one civilian. 
According to County Property Ap-
praiser Eddie Creamer, since 2016, 
more than 25,000 homes have been 

Q&A with Rob Hardwick cont. on pg. 9
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Guest Column

Your Local Dance Experts

Adults-Teens-Kids
Beginner to Advanced 
Private and Group lessons

Call today to schedule your
FREE 

30 Minute 
Lesson!

Venue Rental

Visit our online Calendar and 
Class Schedule at 

www.AABDance.com

778 State Road 13, Suite 4
St Johns, FL 32259
904.679.5697

Ask About our
Wedding Packages

Private Parties, Weddings or Special Events
200 person capacity – 4,000 Sq ft

www.fruitcove.com
501 State Rd 13, St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.0996
Worship 9:30 & 11am
Connect Groups 9:30 & 11am

Clarity for Life @FruitCoveBC

*Register Now for 2022-2023 Classes 
Fall classes begin August 1st

*Now registering for Summer Camp
Limited Space Available

Starting June 6th - August 5th.

Full week $275.00 Daily rate $60.00

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser 
Eddie CreamerQ A& Switzerland Community Center

By Al Abbatiello
The William Bartram Scenic Highway 
Group continues its restoration project 
of the former Switzerland Commu-
nity Center. District 1 does not have 
a single community center within our 
boundaries. There was a time when the 
Trout Creek Park facility was consid-
ered a District 1 community center, 
but with the recent change in district 
boundaries (due to the 2020 census) 
that facility is now in District 2. In 
fact, District 2 now has three commu-
nity centers, the St. Augustine area has 
three centers, and Ponte Vedra has one.

County districts are drawn based on 
population in an effort to have each of 
the five districts as even in population 
as possible. Because of the very rapid 
growth in the northwest part of the 

county, District One was significantly 
reduced in geographic size, and we are 
now without a community center.

At one time, the St. Johns County 
Parks Department attempted restora-
tion of the Switzerland Community 
Center, but they were unable to get 
funding. Now, the William Bartram 
Scenic Highway Group is working 
hard to bring a community center to 
our community. Sometime in the fall 
of this year, the group will make a 
presentation to our Board of County 
Commissioners to showcase our past 
achievements and plans for future 
projects to enhance the scenic and his-
toric corridor of State Road 13. Come 
join us in our efforts. Visit https://
bartramscenichighway.com/ for more 
information.

Q: What is coming up on the calendar 
of the Property Appraiser’s Office?

A: Our office has completed valua-
tions needed for the creation of the 
tax roll. This tax roll was submitted to 
the county taxing authorities and the 
Florida Department of Revenue on 
June 1. With that submission, we also 
submitted our annual budget, since the 
taxing authorities fund our office.

Q: Can you give us any insight into 
the numbers on this year’s tax roll?

A: This year, the Just Market Value of 
the tax roll is $61.2 billion, which is the 
largest tax roll ever for St. Johns County. 
The Taxable Value is $40 billion, which 
represents a 15.26 percent increase over 
the initial submission in 2021. These 
increases are due to a combination of an 
increase in property values as well as the 
addition this year of $1.9 billion in new 
construction.

Q: What happens next?

A: The Florida Department of Revenue 
has 30 days to review the tax roll and 
the taxing authorities use the tax roll 
to create their budgets. We will resub-
mit the First Final Tax Roll on July 1. 
This 30-day window allows our team 
to do quality control work and make 
any adjustments as well as answer any 
questions from the Florida Department 
of Revenue. Then, TRIM notices will be 
mailed.

Q: What can you tell us about TRIM 
notices?

A: TRIM is the most important docu-
ment a property owner will get in St. 
Johns County. They will be mailed 
by our office on Aug. 19 and are also 
available online (www.sjcpa.us) as of 
that date. Within the mailing, property 
owners will receive a copy of the State 
of Florida Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights and 

a list of exemptions in addition to the 
TRIM notice. The TRIM notice also 
contains the date and time of the budget 
hearing for each of the taxing authori-
ties, so property owners can attend to 
learn more.

Q: What will the TRIM notice con-
tain?

A: The TRIM notice shows the market 
value, the assessed value and the taxable 
value of your property for 2021 and 
proposed for 2022. It will also show 
any exemptions for the property. Make 
sure you check your TRIM notice for 
accuracy as to values and exemptions.
The taxes are listed by taxable authority 
and will show what the taxes would be 
if the county made no changes to the 
budget. This is called the “rollback rate,” 
essentially what your taxes would be 
this year to allow the county to collect 
the same amount of money as last year. 
TRIM will also show the proposed taxes 
if the proposed budget is passed; this is 
what would be on the tax bill.

Q: What should property owners do if 
they disagree with the value assessed 
by your office?

A: When the TRIM notice is mailed, a 
25-day clock starts. If the taxpayer has 
any discrepancy with the Property Ap-
praiser’s Office, they should contact us 
to discuss. If we can’t come to an agree-
ment, the taxpayer can file an appeal 
with the Value Adjustment Board. It is 
very important to do this within the 25-
day window, because if not, a taxpayer 
will lose his or her right to appeal.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis 
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500. It 
is open Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Also, readers can email me at Eddie@
sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 827-5500.

added to the tax roll, so more depu-
ties are needed. 

Q: What is the next step?

A: During the commission meeting, 
while I was making my presentation, 
I told them that my goal was actually 
to increase the base pay for the depu-
ties and civilians even more than was 
in my presentation, to $52,000 and 
$37,000 respectively. This would add 
approximately another $2 million to 
the increase requested. We received 
support from Commissioner Blocker 
to amend our presentation and now 

we are working closely with the Office 
of Management and Budget to figure 
out the best way to handle this. It will 
need to be done in July, prior to the 
commission’s vote at the first reading. 

Q: What is the best way for our 
readers to contact you with any 
questions or suggestions about this 
article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.
org or call me at (904) 824-8304. 
Also, our website, www.sjso.org has 
a wealth of resources, from alarm 
registration to Crime Stoppers to our 
Neighbors app.

Q&A with Rob Hardwick  cont. from pg. 8
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Briefs

YOUR TRUSTED REAL ESTATE ADVISOR
SERVING NORTHEAST FLORIDA FOR 17 YEARS
MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCER 
FIVE STAR PROFESSIONAL

12636 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223

SHIPPING SERVICES
• UPS Next Day Air
• UPS 2nd Day Air
• UPS 3 Day • UPS Ground
• Priority Mail
• USPS Retail Ground
• Media Mail • Stamps
• First Class Package Service
• Priority Mail International
• Certified Mail
• Metered Mail
• UPS International Shipping
• USPS International Shipping

PRINTING SERVICES
• Business Cards
• Magnetic Business Cards
• Banners  • Brochures
• Laminating  • Binding
• Custom Invitations
• Envelopes  • Posters
• Door Hangers
• Greeting Cards
• Passport Photos
• Bookmarks • Car Magnets
• Yard Signs 
• Menus and more!

Army’s Second Infantry Division seeks 
former members for reunion
The Second (Indianhead) Infantry Divi-
sion Association is searching for anyone 
who served in the Army’s 2nd Infantry 
Division at any time. 

For information about the association 
and our 99th annual reunion in Kansas 
City, Missouri from Sept. 28 – Oct. 2, 
2022, contact Mike Davino at 2ida.
pao@charter.net or (919) 498-1910. 

New hair salon in Fruit Cove
Frangipani Hair Studio was first opened 
by Shanna Swing Leynes in Jacksonville 
Beach in 2002. Following great success 
and remarkable growth, Leynes went on 
to open two more locations within the 
last six years — one in Historic Avon-
dale, another on Atlantic Boulevard.

Kelly Weary has been a staple within the 
Frangipani family since her onboard-
ing in 2006, a year after she moved 
here with her husband, Fred. Weary is 
a natural born leader and always exudes 
qualities of confidence, responsibility, 
focus, honesty and creativity. These 
qualities led her to become a manager 
for Leynes in 2012. 

Weary always had a dream and longing 
to bring the “Frangipani Experience” 
to her own community, Saint Johns. 
When Leynes learned that the owner of 
Panache was ready to retire, she knew 
it was time to bring Weary’s dream to 
fruition. Timing, location, and readiness 
was on their side, which led Leynes and 
Weary to join forces and partner to open 

Frangipani Julington. The duo took on 
ownership in March, and are already 
bringing changes in aesthetic, culture, 
and guest experience to this community. 

“At Frangipani Julington you will wit-
ness that professionalism and art are 
one in the same,” Weary said. “From 
advanced color, to cuts, scalp health, 
hair therapy, extensions, smoothing 
treatments, and at home care, Frangi-
pani prides itself on taking a customized 
approach that fits every guests’ needs. 
The staff will not only achieve all of your 
hair dreams, but will exceed all expecta-
tions in customer service and customer 
satisfaction under this unparalleled 
management and ownership.”

Church welcomes new pastor
River of Life United Methodist Church, 
located at 2600 Race Track Road, will 
welcome new Pastor Rev. Steve Painter 
on July 3. 

Painter served as the pastor at San Mar-
co Church in Jacksonville for the last 
eight years. He is a native of Jacksonville 
and a second generation pastor. He 

graduated from the University of North 
Florida and continued his education 
at Chandler Theological Seminary. His 
hobbies include scuba diving, golfing, 
enjoying God’s creation, and spending 
time with his wife of 31 years, Stella, 
and two grown children. 

Worship service at River of Life United 
Methodist Church is Sundays at 9:30 
a.m. and all are welcome.

Explore Florida state parks through your 
library
The St. Johns County Public Library 
System has partnered with Florida 
State Parks, the Florida Department of 
State, and Florida’s Division of Library 
Services to offer library patrons access 
to Florida State Parks through the Real 
Florida Reader Program. Now through 
Sept. 12, 2022, St. Johns County 
Public Library System card holders may 
check out a Real Florida Reader day 
pass for free admission for up to eight 
people at more than 170 participating 
state parks.

Passes may be checked out for seven 
days, with no holds or renewals, at any 
of the St. Johns County Public Library 
System library branches. They do not 
cover activity fees or entry into special 
events, museum or boat tours, instruc-
tor certification diving, boat launching, 
rentals of picnic pavilions and other 
facilities, rentals of equipment such as 
canoes and kayaks, overnight camping, 
or lodging. Access to Ellie Schiller Ho-
mosassa Springs Wildlife, Skyway Pier, 
and Weeki Wachee Springs state parks is 
also excluded from this program.

Visit floridastateparks.org/RealFlori-
daReader for more information about 
this program or contact your local 
branch library. Visit sjcpls.org for infor-
mation on other services the St. Johns 
County Public Library System offers.

New app helps patients navigate their 
health care journey
Baptist Health has launched Baptist 
Access, a new app designed to help pa-
tients navigate their health care journey, 
whether digitally or in-person.

The new app, powered by the Gozio 
Health platform, provides all-in-one 
access to Baptist Health hospitals and 
outpatient locations.

With Baptist Access, patients can:

• Find a Baptist Health provider or loca-
tion 
• Schedule an appointment 
• Get directions from their home to 
their health care destination 
• Find any location within hospital 
campuses including indoor wayfinding 
with turn-by-turn directions to patient 
care, parking, food, restrooms, ATMs 
and more 
• View insurance plans 
• Access medical records 
• Pay bills

“We’re excited to introduce the Baptist 
Access app, underscoring our com-
mitment to innovatively improving 
patient experiences,” said Michael A. 
Mayo, DHA, FACHE, president and 
CEO of Baptist Health. “In addition to 
providing in-person assistance, we are 
leveraging the convenience of mobile 
phone technology to make it easier for 
patients to navigate our health system, 
inside and out. On our two largest 
hospital campuses, patients will even 
be able to find their way from where 
they parked to their appointment, and 
back.”

Annual Backpack Challenge scheduled 
through Aug. 1
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Florida Network Realty will host its 
23rd Annual Backpack Challenge 
through Aug. 1.

The Northeast Florida real estate firm 
is collecting new backpacks and school 
supplies for students in kindergarten 
through high school at Berkshire Ha-
thaway HomeServices Florida Network 
Realty offices. The company is also 
collecting cash and check donations to 
purchase backpacks and school supplies, 
which will be provided to local charities 
that serve Northeast Florida children.

Donations may be dropped off at the 
following office locations:

• Mandarin/St. Johns - 12636 San Jose 
Blvd., Jacksonville

• MuraBella at World Golf Village – 196 
Capulet Drive, Suite 3, St. Augustine

• Ponte Vedra/Nocatee – 333 Village 
Main St., Suite 670, Ponte Vedra Beach

• St. Augustine - 112 Sea Grove Main 
St., Suite 210, St. Augustine Beach

Photo courtesy Kelly Weary

Kelly Weary and Shanna Swing Leynes

Briefs cont. on pg. 19
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Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246  
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

edwardjones.com
CPIS rebmeM 

Deborah
Lennon,
AAMS®

46 Tuscan Way Suite 304
Saint Augustine, FL 32092
904-209-5205

Financial Advisor

To learn about the different

options for your retirement

accounts, call my office today.

© 2019 Regions Bank. Member FDIC. All loans subject to qualification, required documentation and credit approval. Regions and the Regions logo 
are registered trademarks of Regions Bank. The LifeGreen color is a trademark of Regions Bank.                                                                          (03/19)

Ian B. MacDonald | Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS ID: 546443 | 904.626.0353 (C) 
ian.macdonald@regions.com | 130 St. Johns Commons | St. Johns, FL 32259

• Construction or Renovation to Permanent Financing
• Interest rate is locked before construction/renovation begins
• One-time close without second set of closing costs
• Fixed and Adjustable Rate Options
• Jumbo Loans available

Building a Custom Home?
Building on Your Lot?
Planning a Major Renovation?

and the Regions logo are registered trademarks of Regions Bank. The LifeGreen color is a trademark of Regions Bank.

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name 
Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products 
and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.1008115-00003-00

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts
Probate • Guardianship

More Than 25 Years Legal Experience

904-665-0005 • www.preddylaw.com
12627 San Jose Blvd. • Ste. 102 (Just north of the Julington Creek Bridge)

Prepare now for emergencies later: 
2022 hurricane season is here
By Marge Cirillo
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Florida Small Business Develop-
ment Center (SBDC) urges small 
business owners to prepare for the 
2022 Atlantic hurricane season, which 
extends through Nov. 30. According to 
a forecast by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, the 2022 
season is predicted to be above-normal, 
with a range of 14 to 21 named storms, 
of which six to 10 could become hur-
ricanes, including three to six major 
hurricanes.

Businesses should consider several ele-
ments in preparing for a disaster. Not 
only is it important to protect staff, 
their building, data, and inventory, it is 
also critical to prepare a plan to con-
tinue operations following the disaster. 
A good plan may include provisions to 
relocate to a pre-identified site, retrieve 
data, including employee, customer and 
vendor records; and a way to operate 
efficiently with a smaller staff of key 
individuals. The Florida SBDC also 
strongly encourages businesses to back 
up data and ensure they have access 
to important files, such as tax records, 
legal, and financial documents.

As a principal responder in the state’s 
Emergency Support Function (ESF) 18 
for Business and Industry, the Florida 
SBDC Network helps small businesses 
prepare and recover from disasters. 
Through the network’s service offer-
ing, professionally certified business 
consultants can help small business 
owners develop comprehensive business 
continuity, emergency preparedness, 
and disaster recovery plans at no cost. 
Florida SBDCs also offer training on 

disaster preparedness, templates, tips, 
and resources.

In the event of a disaster, Florida SBDC 
disaster specialists help affected busi-
nesses prepare disaster loan applications. 
The network will also deploy its mobile 
assistance centers into communities for 
affected businesses to receive on-site 
assistance with disaster loans and other 
post-disaster challenges.

Preparedness resources:
• For preparedness resources from the 
Florida SBDC Network, visit https://
floridasbdc.org/services/business-contin-
uation/preparedness/

• www.FloridaDisaster.org — The 
state’s official source of information for 
individuals and businesses from the 
Florida Division of Emergency Man-
agement.

• www.FloridaDisaster.biz — The 
Florida Department of Economic Op-
portunity’s website to provide businesses 
access to critical information before, 
during, and after a disaster.

• For a hurricane preparedness checklist 
and other resources from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA), visit 
www.sba.gov/business-guide/manage-
your-business/prepare-emergencies

• For more information about the 
Florida SBDC Network and to find an 
SBDC near you, visit www.FloridaS-
BDC.org

Marge Cirillo is the Florida Small Busi-
ness Development Center consultant for 
St. Johns County. She can be reached at 
m.cirillo@unf.edu or (904) 209-1295.

SCORE to offer CEO peer group forum
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com 

Kicking off this July, SCORE’s Jack-
sonville Chapter will host the CEO 
Forum, a program for established 
CEOs seeking a consortium of their 
peers. 

The CEO Forum itself is nothing 
new to SCORE; the initial iteration 
was launched by the Orange County, 
California SCORE chapter with a 
resounding influence that continues 
to promote growth and camaraderie 
across the business community. 

SCORE Jacksonville will launch the 
program here on the First Coast and 
looks forward to a long legacy of 
continued support for small businesses 
and those that run them. 

The CEO Forum will be held monthly 
over lunch at The Capital Grille, St. 
John’s Town Center, Jacksonville. 
Agendas are member-driven, creating 
an atmosphere for networking, sharing 
of best practices, and the potential 
for innovative solutions to the ever-
changing issues that affect the potential 
success of businesses. 

The CEO Forum is a new offering to 

the Jacksonville community based on 
the tried-and-true philosophy that 
although you may be succeeding well 
enough on your own, we are always 
better when we work, learn, and de-
velop together. 

If you or anyone you know would 
be a good fit for this monthly meet-
ing of the minds, more information 
and requirements for selection can be 
found at www.jacksonville.score.org/
CEO-Forum 

SCORE is a national organization 
with hundreds of community-focused 
chapters sprinkled throughout the 
country serving thousands of individu-
als annually. The Jacksonville chapter, 
like its counterparts across the United 
States, is composed mostly of retired 
and semi-retired CEOs and execu-
tives who volunteer their time to guide 
new and prospective business owners 
on their journey to the top of their 
respective fields. Traditionally, SCORE 
volunteers offer their services through 
one-on-one mentorship, conferences, 
and a vast array of webinars which 
have proved their longevity through-
out the pandemic and are still going 
strong. 

Are you interested in 
promoting your business in 
St. Johns Business Monthly, 
a feature section included in 
both The CreekLine and Ponte 
Vedra NewsLine?

Monthly         ST  JOHNS.

Call or email Linda Gay
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com   
(904) 607-5062

Are you interested in 
promoting your business in 
St. Johns Business Monthly, 
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Monthly         ST  JOHNS.

Call or email Linda Gay
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com   
(904) 607-5062

Are you interested in promoting your business in St. Johns Business Monthly, 
a feature section included in both The CreekLine and Ponte Vedra NewsLine?
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B: The parking lot 
contains 1,200 tons 
of sand for work on 
the front nine

APPOINTED BY GOVERNOR DESANTIS

THE RIGHT PATH
FOR ST. JOHNS COUNTY

Paid for by Sarah Arnold, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission, District 2.

MEET SARAH

Edward Dieguez Jr., M.D.
Anesthesiologist/Interventional Pain

904.824.0955
811 State Road 206, Suite 1
St Augustine, FL 32086
www.theorthobiologicclinic.com

We are the only facility in St. Augustine
and St Johns county Florida providing 
Orthobiologics such as Platelet Rich Plasma 
(PRP), Bone Marrow Concentrate (BMC), 
Lipogems, and Progenikini. Additionally,
we o�er Prolotherapy for arthritic and other 
musculoskeletal conditions.

We treat a variety of common musculoskel-
etal conditions without surgery, mainly 
utilizing precision guided injections using 
Orthobiologics and the most advanced 
guidance equipment such as Fluoroscopy 
and Ultrasound. 

If you have questions, call us we have 
options for you.

AMONG THE MANY CONDITIONS 
THAT WE TREAT ARE: Orthopedic 
conditions, spine conditions and 
sports injuries such as knee 
meniscus tear, cruciate ligaments 
tear, knee and hip arthritis, 
shoulder arthritis, labral tear of 
the shoulder and hip, rotator cu� 
tears, sacroiliac joint dysfunction, 
golfer's elbow and tennis elbow, 
arthritis and other conditions of 
the spine, tailbone pain, trigger 
�nger, trigger thumb plantar 
fasciitis, hip bursitis, shoulder 
bursitis, ankle ligament tears, 
ankle arthritis and other ankle 
injuries and more.

Surgery

is NOT
your only

option

DO YOU SUFFER
FROM PAIN?
We can help and are
committed to a nonsurgical, 
non-opioid approach of painful 
joints, spine conditions and 
sports injuries.

45,000+
copies printed and 

distributed through all 
St. Johns County Schools

Reach your target market!
This publication sells out quickly. 
Reserve your space today!

Call Linda Gay
904.607.5062
Linda@floridanewsline.com

St. Johns County School Directory

United Way of St. Johns’ CEO accepts 
position with United Way of Florida
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Melissa Nelson, current CEO and 
president of United Way of St. Johns 
County, has been named the new CEO 
and president of the United Way of 
Florida, the state organization of 28 lo-
cal United Ways.

“We conducted a comprehensive search 
for a leader who can take the United 
Way of Florida to new heights and 
found the skill set we need in Melissa 
Nelson,” said Jeff Hayward, United 
Way of Florida board chair. “As a local 
United Way CEO who transformed 
the United Way of St. Johns County, 
Melissa possesses the interpersonal skills, 
business acumen and Florida legislative 
advocacy experience that make her the 
perfect choice to lead the organization,” 
he added.

Nelson has been with United Way of 
St. Johns since March 2014. During 
that time, the organization has more 
than doubled in its efforts. Annual sup-
port has increased from $1.12 million 
in 2015, to $2.37 million in 2021. 
In 2019, the organization expanded 
to include Putnam County. Known 
for the traditional annual funding of 
nonprofits, during Nelson’s tenure with 
the organization, the organization also 
administrated $1.2 million in CARES 
funds to individuals in Putnam County; 
added rolling Strategic Grants that focus 
solely on food insecurity, housing and 
mental health; and was recently tapped 

by St. Johns County Board of County 
Commission to handle the vetting and 
distribution of $7.7 million in Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act Funds in St. Johns 
County.

“When I joined United Way, I com-
mitted to building relationships 
within our community, but underesti-
mated the depth, strength and breadth 
of these connections. Similarly, I 
could not have imagined the passion I 
would feel for our mission today,” said 
Nelson. “This very passion led to my 
acceptance of the position as CEO of 
United Way of Florida, where I will 
have the best of both worlds — the 
continued mission of St. Johns and 
Putnam County and an expanded fo-
cus to all parts of our state. Of course, 
I must also share how much I appreci-
ate the trust, support and generous 
friendships of our board, staff, part-
ners and community. Thank you to all 
that allowed me to be part of what we 
have built together.”

United Way of St. Johns will imme-
diately launch the search for the or-
ganization’s next president and CEO. 
Throughout this search and transi-
tion, United Way and its community 
partners will continue their impor-
tant work addressing immediate chal-
lenges of individuals and families in 
Putnam and St. Johns County while 
also making long-term investments 
that tackle the root causes of these 
issues.
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2 FOR $6
Two Like It® Size Create Your Own

(Ice Cream + Mix-In) For $6
COLD STONE CREAMERY

valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Served in a cup. Waffle products and

extra mix-ins available for addl. charge.
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 7/31/22

FREE
ICE CREAM

Buy One Gotta Have it® Size Signature
Creation™, Get a Free Kids Scoop

COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd

Limit 1 per visit. Expires 7/31/22

Any Large Round, Large Rectangle
Or Small Rectangle Signature Cake

(Excludes Small Round Cakes, Pies, Petite Cakes &
Cupcakes, Custom Cake Decorating And Writing)

COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 7/31/22

2570 Racetrack Rd • 904-429-9669
coldstonecreamery.com/store/23690 

52 Tuscan Way • 904-547-2540
coldstonecreamery.com/stores/23675

ORDER
AHEAD
and skip
the Line!

ORDER
AHEAD
and skip
the Line!

Tiny, Tasty, Terrific!
Tiny, Tasty, Terrific!

DougNunneryRealtor.com 

(904) 233-8731
Broker Associate & REALTOR®

ALL HANDS ON DECK

VOICE FOR PARENTS 

FIGHTER FOR CHILDREN 

ALLY TO TEACHERS

www.VoteHandForSchoolBoard.com
Paid for by Racheal Hand Campaign for School Board District 1

For School Board, District 1

thGRAND OPENING JULY 9 !thGRAND OPENING JULY 9 !

The Little Gym of St Johns

(904) 481-8893

Bolles announces new Center for Innovation
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Leaders of The Bolles School have announced 
plans for the new Center for Innovation 
facility on the Bolles Upper School San Jose 
Campus. The 47,000-square-foot, three-story 
building marks the school’s most expansive 
construction undertaking since the comple-
tion of historic Bolles Hall in 1925.

Groundbreaking on the $25 million building, 
designed by Miami-based Zyscovich archi-
tects and constructed by Jacksonville-based 
Stellar design-build company, began in June 
with construction taking two years or more 
to complete. The Center for Innovation was 
made possible by a generous gift from Frank 
Sanchez, whose $5 million landmark con-
tribution is the largest single gift The Bolles 
School has received in its history. 

“The Center for Innovation is an exciting 
work of both art and engineering, but like 
all campus structures, it exists to support the 
learning that happens within its footprint,” 
said Bolles President and Head of School Tyler 
Hodges. “In this case, this means collaborative 
hands-on learning, academic exploration with 
inspirational faculty and the ability for stu-

dents to experiment and gain practical 
experience as they work toward their highest 
potential to serve our community and the 
world.” 

The state-of-the-art structure is being con-
structed on the San Jose Campus’ last prime 
development site adjacent to Bolles Hall on 
a bluff overlooking the St. Johns River. The 
building will house Bolles’ science, math 
and technology programs, as well as expan-
sive areas for advanced courses in robotics, 
computer programming, information tech-
nology, engineering and design. Designs for 
the facility accommodate opportunities for 
new offerings and provide space for collabora-
tion and dialogue across disciplines. The new 
academic areas will deepen Bolles’ curriculum 
and cultivate the country’s next generation of 
innovators, according to department leaders.

Construction of the Center for Innovation, 
and the subsequent relocation of programs 
from classroom space in Bolles Hall and other 
buildings, also provides space for other areas 
of academic advancement and Resident Life 
— including the expansion of the new Llura 
“Lulie” Liggett Gund ’58 Residence Hall for 
Girls on the second floor of Bolles Hall. Once 

the Bolles math depart-
ment moves into the 
Center for Innovation 
building, the residence 
hall can be expanded 
to accommodate 60 
students — a big jump 
from its current 28-stu-
dent capacity. This figure 
represents added space 
but does not denote an 
increase in student popu-
lation overall.

Newcomers of North St. 
Johns announces 2022 – 23 
board of directors
By Michele Oliver
mail@floridanewsline.com

Newcomers of North St. Johns announced its board of directors 
for 2022 – 23 at its May luncheon held at Marsh Landing Country 
Club.

Serving for the coming year are Co-Presidents Pat Lett and Judy 
Porter; Co-Vice Presidents Charlene Lim and Michele Oliver; Co-
Secretaries Carolee Thomason and Jean Weller; and Co-Treasurers 
Judy Belluso and Casey Yeomans.

Newcomers of North St. Johns was established in April 2004 to 
offer people the circumstances to become acquainted with others 
while finding their place in the community. 

“We’re a very friendly, welcoming group that offers many opportu-
nities to enjoy social activities and help form life-long friendships,” 
said Co-President Pat Lett. 

According to Co-President Judy Porter, “We have had a lot of 
fun planning events this year and look forward to a great year 
ahead. We invite anyone from the St. Johns County neighbor-
hoods interested in membership to contact us for more infor-
mation.”

Photo courtesy Michele Oliver

Co-Vice-Presidents Michele Oliver and Charlene Lim; Co-Secretaries Carolee Thomason and Jean 
Weller; Co-Treasurers Judy Belluso and Casey Yeomans; and Co-Presidents Judy Porter and Pat 

Lett. 
Rendering courtesy The Bolles School

Artist’s rendering of the new Center for Innovation.
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“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

For more information, call (904) 288.7858 
or visit RiverGarden.org

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

More Than a Home  
Away From Home

The Adult Day Program at River Garden offers 
a purposeful, safe environment for seniors who 
require extra support. Each day features a variety 
of activities designed to engage clients’ physical, 
social, occupational and intellectual needs. It also 
provides a worry-free time during the week for 
caregivers to work, relax or tend to their own needs.

For More Information call Vinny Terlizzi at 904-742-8777 • vaterlizzi@gmail.com 
4152 Loretto Road, Jacksonville, FL 32223 

DOORS OPEN 6:15 • Saturday, July 16 
At the Corner of Old St. Augustine and Loretto Road

SUMMER GAMES:
July 16th, August 6th and September 17th 

BINGO NIGHT AT ST. JOSEPH´S

GAMES START AT 7:00

PLENTY OF LIGHTED PARKING AND SECURITY ON PREMISES. GREAT FOOD, DRINKS AND SNACKS. NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAW.

WE ARE BACK!!! Creekside senior named third 
place winner of Bridging 
Cultures Scholarship 
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

International Cultural Exchange 
Services (ICES) has selected Pravalika 
Eluka, 18, of St. Johns as a third place 
winner of the 2022 ICES Bridging Cul-
tures Scholarship. Eluka is a senior at 
Creekside High School. The scholarship 
included a contest in which applicants 
shared their thoughts in an original 300 
– 500 word essay on the topic: “How 
does knowing people from other coun-
tries and cultures make our lives better?” 
The scholarship was open to high school 
students nationwide who competed for 
seven scholarships totaling $13,500. 

Out of nearly 700 applicants, Eluka 
was selected as a third place winner, and 
will receive $1500 toward her college 
education. 

Regarding her thoughts on building 
bridges of cross-cultural understanding, 
Eluka said, “By making friends from 
other countries and cultures, we become 
children again, taking in all the things 
the people in our world have to offer 
without prejudice or judgment.”

Eluka’s full essay can be found at https://
blog.icesusa.org/2022-bridging-cultures-
scholarship-winners 

Eluka will attend the University of South 
Florida in the fall to major in Computer 
Science. She intends to be a software 
developer and is interested in exploring 
game design and virtual reality.

ICES is a non-profit youth exchange 
organization that provides high school 
students the opportunity to study 
abroad. Each year, ICES brings stu-
dents from more than 30 countries to 
the United States, as well as offering 
study-abroad opportunities to Ameri-
can students.

ICES is currently accepting applica-
tions for host families and study-
abroad applicants for the 2022 – 23 
academic year. Visit www.icesusa.
org or call (800) 344-3566 for more 
information.

Local Girl Scout earns Gold Award
Brooke Vlaun has earned the Girl 
Scout Gold Award, the highest award 
in Girl Scouts. Her project was titled, 
“Surf Like A B.R.A.T.” In 1921, a book 
assigned the term “BRAT” (British 
Regiment Attached Traveler) to chil-
dren who traveled abroad with a parent 
soldier. (Brooke knows the term because 
in her 17 years, she has moved eight 
times.) Brooke learned that in 2019, 
there were 71,034 beach rescues in the 
United States and 152 deaths. Accord-
ing to the United States Coast Guard 
statistics, nearly two-thirds of all search 
and rescue cases occurred in the south-
east United States, with the majority of 
those in Florida. Those with the ability 

to swim, surf, kayak or paddle board 
safely are far less likely to be among 
those statistics. For her Girl Scout Gold 
Award project, Brooke combined her 
personal experience as a military BRAT 
and her love of surfing to organize a surf 
camp at NAS Mayport for 14 military/
DOD dependents. She partnered with 
the United States Coast Guard Sec-
tor Jacksonville, which provided seven 
active-duty volunteer surf instructors; 
NAS Mayport, which provided five 
lifeguards and helped promote the 
event through their Teen Center; and 
Timucuan Parks Foundation, which 
increased campers’ awareness of how to 
respect and protect our oceans. 

Photo courtesy Kristen Vlaun

Local Girl Scout earns Gold Award

Photo courtesy International Cultural Exchange Services

Pravalika Eluka.
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Med Staff at Bartram Spa & Salon
Jenean Bullard, owner of The Bartram Spa and Salon
would like to introduce the Med Staff!
Evening & Weekend Specials with the Med Spa staff
• $10 Unit Botox
• Buy 3 Fillers-Get 1 FREE
• 20% Off Hair Laser Removal
• 20% Off IPL Treatments
• 20% Off PRP Treatments

Now Offering PDO Thread
Consultations!

From left to right…
• Victoria Miller - MPAS, PA-C
• Leslie Janik – MSN, APRN, ACNP-BC
• Monica Bye – DNP, APRN, FNP-BC
*Present ad for discounts.  Offers cannot be combined. 
  See spa and salon for complete details.  Offer expires 7/31/22

108 Bartram Oaks Walk Drive
Suite 201  St. Johns Florida 32259

904.899.1234 
www.bartramwalkspa.com

PROVEN LEADER 
FOR OUR SCHOOLS
Keep St. Johns Schools #1!

Safety Initiatives

Fiscal Transparency
Career Academies

Emphasis on the Arts

Paid for by Bev Slough for St. Johns County School Board District 1

LET'S RE-ELECT
BEV SLOUGH!

Bev's Record of Success

Nease named best NJROTC unit in the Nation
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Naval Service Training Command 
selected Nease as the Most Outstanding 
NJROTC Unit in the Nation for 2021 
– 2022, taking top honors over the 583 
NJROTC programs worldwide. 

The Nease program has been a perennial 
contender for national honors, having 
finished as the number two program 
in 2021. The selection is based on an 
evaluation of academic achievements, 
competitions, orientation activities, 
summer training programs, school 
service projects, community service 
activities, extracurricular activities, and 
annual inspection results.

This announcement followed Com-
mander Johnathan D. Shaw, Navy 
JROTC Area-12 Manager, announcing 
Nease as the Most Outstanding Unit 
in Area-12, a region encompassing 60 
schools covering the 13 NJROTC pro-
grams in northeast Florida and 47 across 
the entire state of Georgia for the fifth 
consecutive year.

“There’s immense pressure every year for 
the seniors to keep Nease on top,” said 
Battalion Commander Isabella Rivera 
who accepted an appointment to the 
United States Coast Guard Academy. 

“We take our leadership roles seriously. 
And now we can pass on the torch to 
next year’s class with our mission com-
pleted.”

This year marks the second time Nease 
has taken home top honors. In 2015 
Nease was named the Most Outstanding 
Unit in the Nation. 

“They say it takes a village to feed a 
child; well in the JROTC world, it takes 
a community of cadets, parents, school 
administrators and instructors pulling in 
the same direction to ascend a program 
to this height,” said senior naval science 
instructor Captain Scott LaRochelle 
who is retiring after eight years at the 
helm of the program. “Nease NJROTC 
epitomized a ‘one team, one fight’ uni-
fied effort.”

Nease’s main identity is its Drill team 
that competes in a compilation of 10 
academic, athletic and drill individual 
events at 12 – 16 school meets. Among 
other noteworthy achievements, Nease 
also won first place in athletics, academ-
ics, air rifle and orienteering competi-
tions across Florida and the state of 
Georgia. Cadets completed 5800 com-
munity service hours. And nine seniors 
received service academy appointments 
or ROTC scholarships. 

New Character Counts! 
Book display at Julington 
Creek Elementary
The students at Julington Creek 
Elementary are going to enjoy this 
new Character Counts book display 
when they return to school in Au-
gust. This project was fully funded 
by a grant from THE PLAYERS 
to support the county’s Character 
Counts! program in schools. Each of 
the six pillars have books that corre-
spond with the pillar traits. Students 
are recognized on a monthly basis 
by their teachers depending on the 
character trait focus for a certain 
month. Media Specialist Jackie 
Clarke wanted to create a section 
in the library where students could 
read about the pillars and this dis-
play is a wonderful addition to the 
Media Center. A former JCE parent, 
Megan McCain of Megantotally-
crafts created the wall decal pillars, 
highlighting each shelf. Visit charac-

tercounts.org to learn more about the 
Character Counts! program.

Photo courtesy Julington Creek Elementary

Photo courtesy Scott LaRochelle

Nease’s drill team celebrates with RADM Peter Garvin following the Navy National Academic,  
Athletic and Drill Championships in Pensacola. 
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Faith & Allegiance to the Constitution

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY 
VETERANS & PROSECUTORS

Paid by Casey Woolsey for St. Johns County Court Judge Group 2

Meet Casey

Raised in a military family, 
Casey Woolsey knows what it 
means to protect the 
Constitution and do one's
duty to Country. As County 
Judge, Casey Woolsey will 
bring those same values
to the bench.                         

Contact Linda Gay at 
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

(904) 607-5062

COMING IN AUGUST!

Back to School
Guide

INK! recognizes St. Johns County students, 
mentors, and educational leaders at Take 
Stock in Children® graduation 
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns County Education Founda-
tion, which operates as INK! (Investing in 
Kids), is the exclusive umbrella agency for 
Take Stock in Children® (TSIC), a state-
wide non-profit organization that offers 
deserving low-income students a unique 
opportunity to escape the cycle of poverty 
through education, mentorship, college 
success coaching, and the opportunity to 
earn college scholarships.

This year, the TSIC graduation event was 
held on May 23 at St. Augustine High 
School and 18 TSIC students graduated 
with a special program highlighting the 
academic achievements each earned over 
the course of their high school careers. 
Graduating scholars earned college 
scholarships funded by individual donors, 
corporate sponsors, and fundraising part-
ners. Tim Forson, Superintendent of the 
St. Johns County School District, delivered 
opening remarks and recognized students, 
mentors, teachers, high school principals, 
school board members, INK! staff, and 
volunteers, among others.

Students are selected for TSIC when they 
are in the eighth grade in St. Johns County 
public schools. Upon acceptance into 
the program, students sign a contract to 
maintain a 2.5 grade point average (GPA), 
maintain good behavior and attendance, 
and remain drug and crime free. The 
program continues to be the only public-
private partnership of its kind in the U.S.

One hundred percent of all monetary 
donations received by INK! for the Take 
Stock in Children program are directed to 
the purchase of scholarships for St. Johns 
County students and fully matched by the 
Florida Prepaid Foundation. 

According to Donna Lueders, INK! execu-
tive director, the graduation event serves as 
a meaningful recognition of an outstand-
ing group of graduates from the class of 
2022. 

“Our event also honored TSIC mentors 
who are exceptional volunteers. They give 
their time, experience, and listening skills 
to students at critical points in their young 
lives. A mentor’s impact is truly profound, 

lasting well beyond the high school years of 
our young scholars,” said Lueders. Accord-
ing to James Wheeler, INK! Operations & 
Student Programs Director, all graduating 
seniors received scholarships, while several 
students were recognized for exceptional 
achievement during the ceremony. 

Jessica Fader from Pedro Menendez High 
School received a Flagler Health+ Schol-
arship. She is graduating with a GPA 
of more than 4.0 and will complete her 
Associate of Arts degree at St. Johns River 
State College in St. Augustine this summer. 
Fader participated in the Health Sciences 
Academy at the high school. She plans to 
pursue studies in nursing and attend the 
University of North Florida in the fall.

Horace Taylor from Nease High School re-
ceived a Flagler Health+ Scholarship. He is 
graduating from high school and from St. 
Johns River State College with his Associ-
ate of Arts degree. Taylor’s cumulative high 
school GPA is more than 4.2.  In addition 
to earning the Bright Futures Scholarship, 
Taylor has been offered multiple scholar-
ships by the University of Florida.  He will 
be attending the University of Florida in 
the fall.

Aidan Bryant from St. Augustine High 
School received the Beaver Toyota Scholar-
ship. Bryant is graduating with a cumula-
tive high school GPA of 4.68. He complet-
ed his high school career with “A” grades 
in every class including 14 Advanced 
International Certificate of Education 
(AICE) Program and advanced placement 
(AP) classes. Bryant earned the prestigious 
AICE Diploma. In addition to earning the 
Bright Futures Scholarship, he has been 
awarded the Machen Scholarship which is 
the highest scholarship offered by the Uni-
versity of Florida. Bryant will be attending 
the University of Florida in the fall.

The Take Stock in Children, St. Johns 
County Outstanding Senior Academic 
Achievement Awards were presented to 
Taylor and Bryant. They will each receive 
a $500 award for books during their first 
year of college as bestowed by the David-
son Cares Foundation. 

Visit www.ink-stjohns.org for more infor-
mation.

Second graders at Palencia Elementary School staged the first full production at the 
school since the onset of the pandemic — on May 19 they performed the musical 
“Bugz” to rave reviews from family and friends.

Photo courtesy Tiffany Trivedi

Palencia second graders present “Bugz”
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Get to KnowGet to Know  . . .. . .

travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLifeLife
 George Vancore

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  Email Martie 
Thompson at  editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

3760 Kori Road • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

Industrial

Affordable Water solutions for 
your home with the best customer 

service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

7/31/22

Summer
Time is
BIRD
TIME

Many people in NW St. Johns County 
know George Vancore as the Voice of the 
Bartram Trail Bears and co-founder of 
the Field of Dreams. Born in Brooklyn, 
NY, Vancore moved with his wife Mary 
to Florida in the early 1980s. He’s been 
volunteering in youth sports ever since. 
He feels it is very important to give back 
to his community and has deep feelings 
for youth sports and the many benefits 
they provide to kids. But also, when 
asked why he does what he does, he will 
say, “Because I enjoy it!” Vancore is a big 
believer in leading by example and be-
lieves that whatever one chooses to do in 
life, one should love it. “Have a passion 
for what you do, or don’t bother doing 
it,” he tells Field of Dreams Buddies at 
their orientation. “It’s really that simple.” 
George and Mary have two grown 
children, George III, a property manager 
in World Golf Village, and Lauren, a 
graphic designer. They have two grand-
children, Maggie, 10 and Charlie, 3. The 
Vancores share their home with their 
pitbull/terrier dog, Buddy.

Q: How did you meet your wife?

A: We met in college in Potsdam, NY. 
It was the only State University of New 
York that offered a degree in computer 
science. Mary was going out with one 
of my fraternity brothers, and he would 
occasionally stand her up. I would have 
to take her home and eventually, my 
fraternity brother and I had a mano-a-
mano conversation — and then Mary 
and I started dating. We were married 
in 1974 and just celebrated our 48th 
anniversary on May 25.

Q: What brought you 
to Florida?

A: I was working 
for AT&T in 
Boston at the 
time of the 
divestiture 
[when the 
Bell System 
was officially 
broken up by 
the govern-
ment]. I was 
offered to 
either go to 
New Jersey 
or Florida and 
we decided to 
come to Florida. 
I worked in IT at 
American Transtech 
and we thought we’d only 
stay here a few years. At the 
time we had our four-year-old son 
and newborn daughter and we moved 
to Mandarin. We moved to St. Johns 
County a couple of years later when 
our son was ready to start school. 

Q: How did you get involved with 
youth sports?

A: I was initially involved with base-
ball, since it’s a popular first sport and I 
had young kids. I served many years as 
a volunteer Little League umpire. Over 
time, I was the founder and first presi-
dent of Julington Creek Little League 
and we played at Mills Field. I also 
founded the youth flag football league 
here and over the years was a Pop 
Warner coach as well as a Little League 
and softball coach. Most recently, I was 
one of five co-founders of the Field 
of Dreams, a league for children with 

special needs.

Q: Tell us about your experience at 
the high school level?

A: As my kids got older, I saw a defi-
nite need for volunteers at the high 
school level. I became the announcer 
for Nease’s varsity and junior varsity 
football games because my son played 
football. When my daughter was a 
rising senior at Nease, Bartram Trail 
High School opened and she chose to 
go there for her senior year. She was 
a cheerleader. The two teams shared 
the Nease stadium that first year (each 
school played a home game every other 

week) and volunteers worked 
hard to convert the green 

of Nease to the blue of 
Bartram within the sta-

dium. I still get choked 
up when I recall the 
first Bartram game 
and the bus with 
the football players 
pulled up and they 
saw the stadium 
with their new 
school colors. They 
were so surprised. 

My daughter said, 
“Thanks, Dad.” And 

that’s why we do what 
we do. I still volunteer 

at Bartram Trail now, 22 
years later. 

Q: What’s next for you?

A: I always say, “I’m retired, but 
I’m busier than I’ve ever been.” Lately 
I’ve spent a lot of time with Field 
of Dreams and getting the Field of 
Dreams playground opened. We went 
“beyond the white lines” opening 
the playground and the next step is 
we plan to get donors and sponsors 
for picnic tables there and a fence. I 
also envision an entranceway with a 
sign that says, “Field of Dreams — 
Brought to you by your community” 
because no taxpayer dollars were spent 
on it.

Q: What do you like to do in your 
free time?

A: I love working in my yard — I cut 
the grass and trim the bushes. I’m a 
“putterer.” I also enjoy afternoon naps 
in my pool with my dog Buddy and 
watching the Yankees and Seminoles.

Photo courtesy George Vancore

George Vancore with wife Mary.



Page 18 | The CreekLine July 2022

Community Marketplace 
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

• Mowing
• Hedge Trimming
• Edging
• Mulching
• Tree Trimming
• Landscaping
• Groundskeeping

Call today 904-347-6476
Commercial & Residential

Call us today for a free evaluation and estimate!

Tree Removal | Tree & Shrub Pruning | Storm Preparation | Stump Grinding
Tree & Landscape Assessment | Plant Healthcare | Emergency Services

Licensed • Insured • Worker’s Comp

904-719-8499
neflorida@whymonster.com • whymonster.com/NFL

FICTITIOUS NAME REGISTRATION
 
Notice is hereby given that the under-
signed pursuant to the Fictitious Name 
Statute, Chapter 865.09, Florida Statutes, 
will register with the Division of Cor-
porations, Department of State, State of 
Florida upon receipt of this notice, the 

Under which (I am) (we are) engaged in 
business at address that the (party) (par-
ties) interested in said business enterprise 
is as follows:

Past and Present Organizing, LLC

192 Hawthorn Hedge Lane

St Johns, Florida 32259

St Johns

Organized by Rachael

• Driveways

• Pavers

• Patios
Catering to the needs of the

homeowner since 2002

• Walkways

• Concrete Removal

• Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

www.floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential - no project too smallFree Water AnalysisFree Water Analysis

• Water Softeners
• Media Rebeds
• Reverse Osmosis
• Aeration/Oxidation
• Chemical Feed
• UV Sterilization
• Cartridge Filtration Systems

Call today 904.238.8636
Chris Gell/Owner
Licensed & Insured

www.gellsaquam.com 
Residential and Commercial

www.itpromise.com

Serving St Johns and 
Mandarin since 2003

Managed Services
Data Backup solutions
Security: Firewalls, Virus protection, 
Email �ltering
Business Continuity & Disaster 
Recovery Planning
Website Development
Residential Services

2013 Small Business Leader
of the Year Jax Chamber

We take care of your I.T. 
so you can focus on your business

904.287.2254

librarians can track the partici-
pant’s prize progress. 

In addition, the library puts 
on special events associated 
with the year’s summer read-
ing program. Some of the 
events this year include an 
interactive and informative 
presentation from Marineland 
St. Augustine and local science 
author Jennifer Swanson, a 
family movie matinee featur-
ing Disney’s “Encanto” and a 
“Just Add Rhythm Hands-On 
Drumming Experience.” Since 
some events require registra-
tion; check out the library’s 
website to ensure that it is 
possible to attend. 

For the older readers, there will 
be teen crafting every Thursday, 
a monthly Teen Anime Club, 

and a monthly Family Crafter-
noon.

The St. Johns County Library 
started this program in hopes 
of “helping families learn, 
read, and have fun together all 
summer long,” as described by 
Caitlin Turecek, Youth Services 
Librarian at the Bartram Trail 
Branch Library. Furthermore, 
Library System Director Debra 
Rhodes Gibson shared the 
greater reason for the pro-
gram’s inception, “Librarians 
understand that children who 
don’t read and learn during the 
summer months fall behind. It’s 
called the ‘summer slide.’ ‘The 
Best Summer at Your Library’ 
offers incentives to keep reading 
skills sharp ahead of the new 
school year.” 

Visit www.sjcpls.org for more 
information.

Library summer cont. from pg. 1

Market your 

business for 

only $60* 

per month

*12 ISSUE RATE
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HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real 
insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental 
info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy 
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator 
$0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. 
Call before the next power 
outage:  1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
free LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-833-610-1936

AT & T  I n t e r n e t .  S t a r t -
ing at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt . 1  TB of data/

mo. Ask how to bundle & 
SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. 1-855-364-3948

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, super-
fast internet no matter where 
you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/
mo! Unlimited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV 
& Internet. Free Installa-
tion.  Call 866-499-0141

Looking for assisted liv-
ing, memory care, or in-
dependent living? A Place 
for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living 
at no cost to your family. 
Call 1-844-428-0445 today!

Become a published au-
thor. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since 1920. 
Consultation, production, 
p romo t ion  &  d is t r ibu-
tion. Call for free author ’s 
guide 1-87 7-729-4998 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

Paying top cash for men’s 
s p o r t w a t c h e s !  R o l e x , 
Breitl ing, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. Call 833-603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & hear 
TV w/unmatched clarity. 
TV Ears Original - originally 
$129.95 - now w/this special 
offer  only $59.95 w/code 
MCB59! 1-888-805-0840

Aloe Care Health medical 
alert system. Most advanced 
medical alert product on 
the market. Voice-activated! 
No wi-fi needed! Special 
offer w/code CARE20 for 
$ 2 0  o f f  M o b i l e  C o m -
panion.  1 -855-341-5862

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Ex-
pires 1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516

The Generac PWRcell solar 
plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce reliance 
on grid, prepare for out-
ages & power your home. 
Full installation services. 
$0 down financing option. 
Request free no obliga-
tion quote. 1-877-539-0299

Vivint. Smart security. Pro-
fessionally installed. One 
c o n n e c te d  s y s te m  f o r 
total peace of mind. Free 
professional installation! 

Four free months of moni-
toring! Call  to customize 
your system. 1-833-841-0737

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-in tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our 
free shower package & $1600 
off - limited time! Financ-
ing available. 1-855-417-1306

Protect your home from pests 
safely and affordably. Pest, 
rodent, termite and mosquito 
control. Call for a quote or in-
spection today 844-394-9278

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determin-

ing the value of their service 
or product is advised by 
this publication. In order 
to avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers do 
not offer employment but 
rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories 
and other materials designed 

to help their clients establish 
mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance 
or give the client your check-
ing, license ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware of 
ads that claim to guarantee 

loans regardless of credit 
and note that if a credit repair 
company does business only 
over the phone it is illegal to 
request any money before 
delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dol-
lars. Toll free numbers may 
or may not reach Canada.

Job Finder:
Windward Marine Center of St. Augustine is hiring all trades, paint, fiberglass, 
mechanical and general labor, experience preferred but not required.  40 hour week 
with occasional overtime, paid vacation, holidays, health and dental insurance.  Wage 
commensurate with experience.  Apply in person to 404 Riberia Street, St Augustine  
904-824-4394

If you love working with children and are looking for a friendly caring environment to 
work and teach,  visit www.ivybrookacademy.com to learn more about our award-
winning half day preschool. Contact katie.bono@ivybrookacademy.com for available 
teaching opportunities. 

Looking for an exciting new career? Join our LifeSouth team and help save lives, right 
here in your community! Visit lifesouth.org/careers for all open positions.

Jury duty 
scam warning 
issued
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court and Comptroller’s 
Office is warning residents about 
fraudulent phone calls from scam-
mers claiming to be representatives 
of the Clerk’s office or law enforce-
ment.

The Clerk’s office has received calls 
from concerned residents who say 
a scammer claims that the indi-
vidual has missed jury duty and 
must make immediate payment to 
avoid arrest. The scammer indicates 
a warrant has been issued for the 
resident’s arrest and demands pay-
ment for failure to appear for jury 
duty.

“I want to be extremely clear: Clerk 
staff will never phone a resident to 
request payment for failure to ap-
pear,” St. Johns County Clerk Bran-
don J. Patty said. “If you receive 
one of these calls, please provide no 
information to the caller, end the 
call immediately, and report the 
incident to the Florida Office of the 
Attorney General. As always, please 
do not hesitate to contact us if you 
have any questions about jury duty 
or services we provide.”

Failure to appear for jury duty 
requires attendance in court prior 
to any penalties being imposed, 
which would be ordered by a judge. 
When residents don’t respond to 
a summons for jury duty, they are 
contacted by an official letter from 
the St. Johns County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court sent through the U.S. 
Postal Service.

For questions regarding jury duty 
in St. Johns County, call (904) 819-
3629. stjohnsclerk.com/alerts to 
learn about other common scams.

• Beaches/Intracoastal West/Southside - 
375-1 Atlantic Blvd., Atlantic Beach

Mesh and clear backpacks are appreci-
ated since some schools have adopted a 
clear bag policy. Label the outside of the 
backpack(s) with the suggested grade 
level. Visit FloridaNetworkRealty.com/
Backpack for a list of recommended 
school supplies by grade level.

New center to provide increased access 
to mental and behavioral health services
Recognizing a significant need for 
increased access to mental and behav-
ioral health services, especially for those 
individuals in crisis or in urgent need of 
mental health care, Flagler Health+ has 
opened the CAIR (Crisis Assessment In-
tervention and Referral) Center at Flagler 
Health+.

Serving both youth and adults, the 
Flagler Health+ CAIR Center is designed 
to provide access to, and coordination 
of, mental and behavioral health services 
in St. Johns and surrounding counties. 
The CAIR Center serves as a supportive, 
compassionate place to access crisis assess-
ment, brief interventions, referral services, 
care coordination support will work with 
individuals to establish a long-term con-
nection with a provider.

CAIR Center professionals work together 
to give each client the most personalized 
approach to obtaining mental health 
services. Often, the mental health struggle 
is tied to other needs in the household 
— food insecurity, lack of stable hous-
ing, difficulties obtaining prescriptions, 
and more. The CAIR Center then utilizes 
Care Connect+, a program established by 
Flagler Health+, to connect patients to 
other critical resources. Care Connect+ 
then helps clients navigate the process 
to clarify questions, remove barriers, 
and connect the patient to social health 
services, as needed.

Coordinating with mental health part-
ners in the community, the CAIR Center 
aims to reduce unnecessary Baker Act 
admissions, increase diversion from 
the criminal justice system, and reduce 
recidivism to hospitals while providing 

those in mental health crisis a supportive 
and approachable environment to receive 
support.

The CAIR Center at Flagler Health+ is lo-
cated at 300 Health Park Blvd., Suite 1008 
on the campus of Flagler Hospital and is 
open Monday – Friday from 8 a.m. – 6 
p.m. It is anticipated that operating hours 
will be expanded this summer with a hope 
that the center will soon be open 24/7.

Visit www.flaglerhealth.org/CAIR or call 
(904) 819.5204 for more information.

Clerk launches monthly newsletter to 
share services, programs with county 
residents
St. Johns County Clerk of Court and 
Comptroller Brandon J. Patty has 
launched a monthly email newsletter to 
share services, programs and news from 
the Clerk of Court office with St. Johns 
County residents.

“From valuable services that can keep you 
safe, to county and court news that could 
impact you, we plan to deliver relevant 
and useful information to residents living 
in St. Johns County,” said Clerk Patty. 
“What’s more, our newsletter will be 
published just once a month so we won’t 
overwhelm your inbox.”

The inaugural newsletter highlights the 
Clerk’s free property fraud alert program, 
the official opening of the new St. Johns 
County Memorial Garden, a service 
spotlight on where to get information to 
appeal your property value assessment, 
recent scams here and across Florida, and 
more. 

Sign up by emailing “Subscribe” to com-
munications@stjohnsclerk.com or visit 
https://conta.cc/3Nn88av to join the 
email list directly from the first newslet-
ter.

“Age Your Way” educational series for 
LGBTQ seniors offered
Age Your Way is the name and theme of 
a new five-part series of online educa-
tional series for LGBTQ older adults. The 
third in the series, “Accessing the Best 
Caregiver Support Services,” is scheduled 
for Wednesday, July 13 live at 11:30 
a.m. until 1 p.m. The workshop is free, 

but registration is required by going to 
MyElderSource.org/AgeYourWay. The 
90-minute workshops will be presented 
live using Zoom online meeting software. 

Whether you are the caregiver or the per-
son receiving the caring, it is important 
to know the wishes of your loved one and 
how to plan for your care in the event 
you cannot care for yourself. Issues dis-
cussed in this session include the resource 
available to make sound decisions for you 
or your loved one. Subject matter experts 
include Jackie Boyd, author of the Care-
giver Guide and long-time aging specialist 
and LGBTQ advocate; and ElderSource 
CEO Linda Levin. 

The recording and resources presented in 
the first two workshops are available on 
the ElderSource website. The sessions, 
sponsored by the LGBTQ Fund at the 
Community Foundation for Northeast 
Florida, are presented by ElderSource and 
SAGE, a national advocacy and services 
group for LGBTQ elders. 

Visit MyElderSource.org/AgeYourWay for 
more information and to register.

500 volunteers needed for Feed My 
Starving Children meal packing
Northeast Florida area residents will come 
together Aug. 12 – 13 to combat world 
hunger through a partnership between 
Ponte Vedra Presbyterian Church and 
Feed My Starving Children, a Christian 
non-profit

dedicated to providing nourishing meals 
to starving children worldwide. Seven 
million emergency meals were just sent to 
Ukraine by Feed My Starving Children.

A projected 500 community volunteers will 
pack 102,000 meals with their own hands 
in two days in four two-hour sessions. This 
is a great opportunity to serve individually, 
with your family, friends and coworkers.

The event will take place at Ponte Vedra 
Presbyterian Church, located at 4510 
Palm Valley Road.

Volunteer meal packing registration is 
available now online. Visit https://give.
fmsc.org/jacksonville to view session 
hours and to register to volunteer.

Briefs cont. from pg. 10
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NOW AUDITIONING GRADES 2ND - 12TH!

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Find Your Frugal: Five tips to help you save on 
hurricane preparedness expenses
By Lourdes Mederos, University of Florida Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS)
mail@floridanewsline.com

Hurricane season launched June 
1, and the first glimpses of stormy 
weather already passed through parts 
of the Sunshine State. As prices con-
tinue to increase, people will have to 
pay more for everything, including 
storm supplies.

“Purchasing perishable and non-per-
ishable supplies to successfully weather 
a storm comes with additional ex-
penses that can impact an already tight 
budget,” said Brenda Marty-Jimenez, 
one of several UF/IFAS Extension 
agents throughout the state special-
izing in family and consumer sciences. 
“It can be challenging to find the time 
and resources necessary to feed our 
families nutritious food and stock up 
on recommended supplies.”

Thinking ahead is key, she said.

“There are plenty of cost-saving mea-
sures you can adopt now that will save 
you money over time, such as creating 
hurricane menus and shopping for 
what you can ahead of time,” Marty-
Jimenez said.

Here, Marty-Jimenez adds her top five 
strategies to keep disaster preparedness 
costs under control during the 2022 
hurricane season:

1. Planning saves time and money. 
Eating healthy, managing food dol-
lars and cooking at a lower price tag 

require meal planning, a key step to 
managing resources. Before heading 
to the store, set up a grocery list that 
will yield multiple recipes and falls 
within your budget. Be prepared that 
substitutions may be necessary — due 
to ongoing supply chain challenges, 
stores may not have all items in stock. 
Keep a copy of your disaster menu 
plan stored with your disaster sup-
plies. Some find it useful to take a 
photo of their grocery list to keep in 
their smartphone in case the list gets 
misplaced, especially during stressful 
moments. 

2. Remember MyPlate. When plan-
ning meals, be sure to include plenty 
of fruits and vegetables, whole grains, 
low fat dairy and lean proteins to stock 
your pantry with disaster supplies. 
Don’t buy lots of perishable food if 
you cannot eat it in time or freeze it 
before it expires — and remember, 
frozen food has a time limit if your 
home loses power.

3. Check your supplies. It is tempt-
ing to put off shopping and delay the 
expense of purchasing supplies when 
money is tight. Spreading your costs 
over time, if possible, can be the most 
efficient management strategy. Track 
spending like you track a storm: One 
week, plan to purchase non-perishable 
food supplies and bottled water 
— and, remember, these items are 
generally not taxable; the next week, 
buy paper products; perhaps followed 

Photo courtesy Jerry Della Porta

Find Your Frugal cont. on pg. 21

PopHistory
The Confidence Man

By Scott A. Grant
mail@floridanewsline.com

We have a deep and abiding fas-
cination with scammers and con 
men. In our modern society, scams 
run rampant and some are even 
revered. It was always thus.

The first con man appeared on 
the streets of New York City in 
the 1840s. His name was William 
Thompson, but he went by many 
aliases. He was well dressed and 
targeted similarly well-dressed vic-
tims. Thompson would approach 
his mark and strike up a conversa-
tion pretending they knew each 
other. 

At some point, Thompson would 
ask if his intended victim had 
enough “confidence” to lend him 
his watch. When he got the watch, 
Thompson would walk away, 
never to be seen again. For almost 
a decade, he got away with his 
crimes until he was spotted by a 
prior victim named McDonald. 
The New York Herald labeled him 
a “confidence man.” Most agree 
it was the first time the term was 
used and the derivation of the term 
“con man.”

Scams take many forms. Most rely 
on the gullibility of the victim. In 
1925, a man named Victor Lustig 
sold the Eiffel Tower — twice. 
Both times he sold the structure to 
scrap metal dealers. The first time, 
his victim was too embarrassed to 
go to the police. The second at-
tempt attracted the attention of the 
authorities, but Lustig managed to 
escape to America. A list of rules 
for con men is attributed to Lustig. 
He advised letting the victim reveal 
political and religious views and to 
then “agree with them.”

Lustig’s equivalent here in the US 
was a man named George C. Park-
er, famous for selling the Brooklyn 
Bridge. He would tantalize his 
victims with the promise of pas-
sive income. Once they owned the 
Bridge, they could charge everyone 
a fee to cross. On several occasions, 

the police had to stop would-be 
buyers from erecting toll booths on 
the structure. He sold the bridge 
numerous times for prices ranging 
from $75 – $50,000. His antics led 
to the popularity of the phrase, “If 
you believe that, I have a bridge to 
sell you.” Parker also “sold” Madi-
son Square Garden, The Metropol-
itan Museum of Art, Grant’s Tomb, 
and the Statue of Liberty.

Over a 70-year period ending in 
1936, 28 con men operating out 
of Pittsburgh ran a recurring con 
similar to the modern Nigerian 
Prince scam. They would send let-
ters to people with the last name of 
Baker across the country claiming 
they represented the unclaimed 
estate of a Philadelphia millionaire 
named Jacob Baker. For a fee, they 
would help them claim their share. 
The gang collected more than $3 
million from more than 3,000 vic-
tims. At the time it was the largest 
mail fraud in history.

The most famous scammer of 
all time was Charles Ponzi, who 
invented the Ponzi scheme. Ponzi 
promised his investors huge returns 
for buying postal coupons in Spain 
and then selling them in the US 
for a five-cent profit. In the early 
1920s, Ponzi took in $20 million 
from “investors.” He was caught 
and sent to jail. When they let him 
out, he moved to Jacksonville and 
sold worthless swampland west of 
the city to northern investors. If 
he had just sold the land, he would 
have gotten away with it. But, he 
again took in investors and ended 
up being sentenced to hard labor. 

Beware of get rich quick schemes. 
Getting wealthy is rarely quick or 
easy.

Scott A. Grant is a local author 
and pop-historian. He has written 
more than 150 published newspaper 
and magazine articles. By day, he is 
president of Standfast Asset Manage-
ment, LLC.
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www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672
Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.

7/31/2022

Did you know that the history of 
celebrating these juicy fruits would 
not have been possible if a woman 
did not notice them? Before 1911, 
blueberries grew in the wild, and 
people ignored them. The partner-
ship between Dr. Frederick Coville, a 
USDA botanist, and Elizabeth White 
successfully cultivated blueberries on 
her farm in 1911. Four years later, 
they became commercially available; 
however, it was not until July 2003 
that the USDA declared July as Na-
tional Blueberry Month. Learn more 
about blueberries: https://blueberry.
org/about-blueberries/history-of-
blueberries/ 

Aside from their sweetness and deep 
color, blueberries have a lot to offer. 
So, what makes these tiny power-
houses unique? It is one of the only 
naturally blue fruits, thanks to an-
thocyanin that renders the blue color, 
protecting against cancer-causing 
free radicals in the body. The deeper 
the color, the more antioxidants, 
vitamins, and other rich 
minerals they contain. The 
antioxidants they contain 
also prevent infection and 
improve the immune system. 
Blueberries are packed with 
nutrition — one cup of blue-
berries has fewer than 100 calories 
and contains nutrients such as dietary 

fiber, vitamin C and potassium.

Aside from being nutrient-dense, it 
is also very versatile and may be used 
in both hot and cold dishes. It can be 
enjoyed as is, or you can make a yo-
gurt parfait or on top of your cereal, 
or they can be baked into muffins, 
sauces, or sandwiches. Blueberries 
thrive from April to late September, 
which is usually when you can get a 
good deal at the grocery store, you 
can always buy extra to freeze them 
for the remainder of the year. So, let’s 
celebrate National Blueberry Month 
by grabbing a container or two 
from your favorite supermarket and 
farmer’s market. 

Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN, 
CLC, FAND is an assistant professor 
in the Department of Nutrition and 
Dietetics, Brooks College of Health, 
University of North Florida.

Florida Elite Soccer Academy held its second annual K9s For Warriors 3v3 tour-
nament on Sunday, May 22. Forty-seven teams entered the event and $6,500 was 
raised for K9s For Warriors. In attendance were K9s For Warriors staff, Sheriff 
Rob Hardwick and his staff, and responders from St. Johns County Fire Rescue 
Station 19.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

July is National Blueberry Month.

Soccer tournament raises 
funds for K9s For Warriors

Photo courtesy Jerry Della Porta

Photo courtesy Jerry Della Porta

Find Your Frugal cont. from pg. 20
by batteries, flashlights and lanterns. Re-
member to stock up on what you need, 
but don’t overbuy.

4. Take advantage of in-store specials 
and use coupons. Do not buy what your 
family will not eat just because it is on 
sale or you have a coupon. Purchasing 
“buy one, get one free” items can save 
money. Coupons can be found in sev-
eral places, like the Sunday newspaper, 
online printable coupons, weekly store 
flyers, manufacturer and store websites, 
in-store coupons and store loyalty cards. 

5. Prepare your car. Keep your gas tank 

half full during hurricane season. Plan 
where you will do your shopping based 
on where you will find the best deals 
and how far you will have to travel. 
This may take some extra research but 
will save you time and money in the 
end. Travel, buy and plan in advance, 
while the shelves are still stocked. When 
a storm is approaching, gas lines can 
become long, and supplies may run out. 
Download a gas availability app now 
such as the GasBuddy app. This may 
save time and money when looking for 
gas and supplies are running low. Turn-
pike tolls are often suspended when 
evacuation orders are active. 

July is National 
Blueberry Month

Nutrition 
Check
By Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN and 
Caroline Jury BS
mail@floridanewsline.com

We need YOU to be your 
neighborhood reporter!

Send in your community news!

editor@floridanewsline.com
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Summer gardening, and 
some problems

500 SR 13 N. 
Behind McDonald's, 
Next to Primrose
904-217-7326

2430 Blanding Blvd 
904-267-1900

2560 US Highway 1 S.
St Augustine, FL 32086
904- 203-1390

5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

3575 US Highway 17
904-458-4997

Come see us before your next road trip!Come see us before your next road trip!
$25 OFF
$50 OR MORE PURCHASE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes oil change.

$50 OFF
ANY SET OF TIRES
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$30 OFF
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$5 OFF
ANY OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$24.99
CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

“Servicing Every Customer Like 
They’re FAMOUS!”

Let Famous Automotive Professionals 
give you a 5-Star Service.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD HEADQUARTERS FOR…

Printing 
Banners-Posters-Signs
Business Cards-Direct Mail
Packing & Shipping
Shredding
Faxing & Scanning
Mailbox Services
Notary Services
Passport Photos

St Augustine-World Golf Village #6113

52 Tuscan Way, Suite 202

St Augustine FL 32092 Locally Owned and Operated

904.940.0055
Store6113@theupsstore.com 

It’s officially hurricane season and the 
weather is beginning to change. We’ve 
had relief with some rainfall, but the 
accompanying humidity is here to stay, 
and the weather will get more oppres-
sive as the summer goes on. We must 
be prepared for storms and worse.

I find myself eyeing the somewhat 
unkempt wildflowers in my front yard 
and hearing my husband’s assessment 
of the situation — some of them 
need to go. “Editing” a garden is not 
something I’m good at, even though I 
know that some perennials and annu-
als that are over their first flush can be 
cut back and will be revitalized. So the 
blanket flowers, Virginia spiderwort, 
and wild petunias will all get a trim, 
and pulling annual weeds will go along 
with that task.

I won’t worry too much about the 
insects being displaced. Now, in early 
June, the beautyberry bushes and 
Simpson’s stoppers are blooming. I 
have a lovely stand of sunflowers (He-
lianthus sp.), which are insect magnets, 
all volunteers from last year’s plants. 
These are about four-and-a-half feet 
tall, although my neighbor who gave 
me the original seed was told when she 
received them as a gift that they are the 
gulf coast version of our local ground-
cover beach sunflower (Helianthus 
debilis). Clearly they are something 
else, but after some research, I still 
can’t identify them. As they bloom well 
in dry soil with little care I don’t much 
mind, but I’m still curious.

Some of my vegetables are doing 
well. One Sweet 100 cherry tomato 
plant is looking very healthy, but the 
Everglades currant tomato developed 
brown, crinkly edges on some of its 
leaves and I decided it had to go. I 
had hoped to identify the problem but 
referring to this document: https://
tinyurl.com/v3szmyh5, I found it im-
possible. The best advice is to choose 
tomato varieties specifically bred for 
resistance to as many diseases as pos-

sible. Follow good cultural practices, 
including crop rotation, watering and 
fertilizing correctly, and scouting for 
insect pests. If you intend to grow a 
late summer crop, refer to https://ti-
nyurl.com/2p9fznsf for more details.

A miserable parsley plant turned out 
to have its roots full of root knot 
nematodes, just where I had hoped 
to put in some okra. Okra is very 
prone to damage from nematodes, so 
I found a home for them elsewhere. 
Unfortunately it’s impossible to eradi-
cate nematodes completely without 
removing and replacing the soil. They 
do tend to be quite localized and the 
addition of organic matter, like good 
compost, can help keep numbers down 
since nematodes flourish in sandy soils. 
There is a commercially available soil 
drench, approved for organic gardens, 
which is formulated to suppress them, 
but a cheaper method of control is 
by soil solarization: https://tinyurl.
com/4fvdhcx3. This is best done dur-
ing the summer, to ensure the soil gets 
good and hot. And choose nematode 
resistant varieties of vegetables there-
after!

I’m growing a couple of tomatillo 
plants again. Last year they did very 
well, and I had a good crop of the 
small papery husked fruit for salsas. 
Occasionally we used them in place 
of tomatoes in stews. I’m hoping the 
eggplant, chili and sweet pepper plants 
do well; they are in good shape so far. 
Even the cool season kale plants are 
holding up, but I’m not sure for how 
long in the heat.

The summer solstice isn’t far off as I 
write, but we have a long way to go 
before fall and our temperatures begin 
to moderate. In the meantime, take 
care to look after yourself and check 
out this resource for practical tips for 
working safely in your garden: https://
tinyurl.com/vss7xb64. My strategy is 
to work for a short time, on most days, 
but I need to get out earlier in the day!

Few things are as delicious and 
refreshing as watermelon on a warm 
day. Watermelon grows quite readily 
in summer and is often ready to pick 
after three months of growing time. 
Harvesters look for a pale buttery yel-
low spot on the bottom of watermelon 
(the ground spot), indicating ripeness; 
however, shoppers can do their part 
and pick perfect watermelon at the 
store. The fruit should be firm, sym-
metrical and free from bruises, cuts 
or dents. The melon also should be 
heavy, as it is comprised of 92 percent 
water.

Most people immediately think of 
watermelon as a sweet snack or as a 
palate cleanser after an evening meal, 
but watermelon is equally at home in 
savory dishes as it is in sweet offer-
ings. You may enjoy this recipe for 
“Zesty Watermelon Chicken Salad 
Tortilla Cups” courtesy of The Na-
tional Watermelon Promotion Board 
and recipe author Shannon Kohn. 
This is a great warm weather meal 
that looks impressive and is both cool 
and filling for summer entertaining.

Zesty Watermelon Chicken Salad 
Tortilla Cups

Makes 12 servings

4 8-inch flour tortillas 

¼ cup softened cream cheese 
2 tbsp. mayonnaise 
1 tbsp. cayenne pepper sauce 
2 tbsp. chopped green chiles 
1 cup cooked, 
chopped chicken 
1 ½ cups chopped watermelon 
¼ cup roasted, salted pumpkin seeds 
(pepitas) 
¼ cup sliced green onions

1. Preheat oven to 375 F.

2. Using a 4-inch cookie cutter or cup, 
cut rounds out of each tortilla. Press one 
tortilla round down into each cup of a 
12-cup muffin pan.

3. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes or un-
til tortilla cups are light brown and 
crispy. Remove from oven; allow to 
cool.

4. In the bottom of a large bowl, com-
bine cream cheese, mayonnaise and 
pepper sauce until smooth.

5. Stir in chicken and green chiles. Fold 
in watermelon.

6. Divide and fill each tortilla cup with 
an extra amount of the watermelon-
chicken mixture.

7. Divide and garnish with an equal 
amount of pumpkin seeds and green 
onion, respectively. 

Make watermelon the 
centerpiece of meals

The 
Pantry  
Raiders By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com

(Past issues are archived here!)
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Curious About Curacao? TravelTravel

Now HiringNow Hiring
Nurturing

Teachers

If you have a passion for education, join the 

Deerwood team! We believe in rewarding 

the teachers who inspire our students, offering

competitive pay, paid vacation, 401(k) and 

profi t sharing programs, full dental and vision 

insurance, contribution to health insurance, 

and more at our two locations. 

Scan the QR code or visit

DeerwoodAcademy.com/

Careers to learn more and 

apply today. 

Florida Department of Children and Families License # C07SJ0083 and C04DU053

– DeerwoodAcademy.com –

Where Learning Comes First

ST. JOHNS

904.230.8200
990 Flora Branch Blvd. • St. Johns, FL 32259

TOWN CENTER

904.807.9550 
7575 Centurion Pkwy. •  Jacksonville, FL 32256

Come Grow With Us

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Come in and bring a 
loved one to receive:

•

 

FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
   Try it at home, work and play!

Introducing Oticon MoreTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.  

  
 

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman  
Audiologist /Owner HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

You're invited to try   
Oticon More RISK FREE  

Your Community Resource for Be�er Hearing

Every summer, Floridians prepare for 
the possibility of hurricanes. Not so 
for those in the ABC islands (Aruba, 
Bonaire, and Curacao) in the Caribbean. 
They lie just off the coast of Venezuela, 
beyond the hurricane belt, so if you 
want to visit the Caribbean in the sum-
mer or late fall, head in their direction. 

I recently returned from Curacao and 
was awe-struck by the waterfront in the 
capital city of Willemstad. Rainbow-
hued historic houses in the Dutch ar-
chitectural style create an unforgettable 
scene and are protected as a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. Unlike the white 
buildings that dominate many Greek 
and Mediterranean isles, Curacaoans 
prefer bright colors. 

To cross over the waterway into the 
downtown, you use the Queen Emma 
floating footbridge. The bridge swings to 
one side if a ship needs to pass through. 
It’s fun to watch, but you can get 
stranded before it closes again. As the 
locals call her, the “Old Swinging Lady” 
gets illuminated at night. 

Of course, all Caribbean islands brag 
about their white sand beaches, clear 

turquoise water, and vibrant sea life. 
Thirty-five smaller, more intimate 
beaches and coves dot the shoreline 
in Curacao. You won’t find a string of 
resort hotels off a boulevard or one long 
beach. The little coves permit snorkeling 
off the beach, and many scuba divers 
find they can dive without the need for 
a boat. 

Curacao receives little rain, so the land-
scape remains dry, again helping to keep 
those hurricanes away. Cacti and scrub 
bushes grow all over the place, as does 
aloe vera. You can visit an aloe farm and 
learn about its multiple uses. 

Two national parks offer very differ-
ent experiences. If you want to climb 
to the highest point on the island, 
arrive early at Christoffelpark. A 
round-trip hike to the summit will 
take about three hours and rewards 
with a 360-degree panoramic view. 
Shete Boka Park, however, provides 
a much more dramatic picture. This 
park rests on the northernmost point, 
and massive waves constantly bombard 
and send spray skyward. The board-
walk and viewing platforms offer great 
photo ops, but be careful and hang on 

to the little ones. 

If you take children, 
consider staying 
at an all-inclusive 
property like the 
Corendon Mangrove 
Beach Resort with its 
incredible waterpark. 
They offer exciting 
rides with twists and 
turns for all ages 
and a child-friendly 
area for the young 
ones. The King 
Cobra drops and 
flings daredevils. The 
waterpark is rarely 
crowded, so the kids 
will get plenty of 

rides. The resort also offers a fantastic 
main swimming pool, swim-up bar, a 
lap pool that tends to stay quieter, and 
its own beach. 

One of my favorite moments was 
discovering wild flamingos. If you are 
lucky, you may find them close to the 
road. The quirky creatures twist and 
curl their necks around like backyard 
hoses. Their coral color reflects against 
the tranquil water in a lake, creating a 
beautiful scene. 

Curacao offers a variety of lodging op-
tions from AirBnB rentals, villa rentals, 
boutique hotels, resorts, and all-inclusive 
properties. I suggest you plan to rent a 
car. It takes just two hours to drive from 
tip to tip. 

Take a nonstop flight to Curacao from 
Miami. Remember your sunscreen and 
appetite; the local cuisine blends Creole, 

African, Spanish, Dutch, and Caribbean 
flavors. Enjoy!

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read 
more of local travel writer Debi Lander’s 
stories and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Jeremi Beach.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Powerful waves at Shete Boka.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Three flamingos.
Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Queen Emma Floating Bridge.
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Finding the right primary care doctor can make all the difference  

in your overall health.

Baptist Primary Care has convenient locations throughout  

St. Johns County. Our highly rated physicians and staff put your 

health and safety first. Physician profiles and ratings are available  

at baptistprimarycare.net. Contact us today!

Looking for a new doctor? New to the area? 

Call 202-4YOU (4968) or visit 
baptistjax.com/request and 
we’ll help match you with the 
right doctor. 

© Baptist Health 2022

“ I can’t say enough   
 about my doctor  
 and the staff.”

Tuesday – Friday: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

lifesouth.org


