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Historical 
group plans 
restoration 
of former 
Switzerland 
Community 
Center — with 
community’s 
help
 By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The William Bartram Scenic 
Highway Group is now earnestly 
moving forward with plans to 
restore the former Switzerland 
Community Center building and 
is asking the community for vol-
unteers to help in the work. The 
group has a lease with St. Johns 
County permitting it to do the 
work necessary on behalf of the 

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns County com-
munity came together on 
Saturday, April 30 to cel-
ebrate the opening of the 
Field of Dreams Playground. 
In attendance were mul-
tiple county commission-
ers, Sheriff Rob Hardwick 
and representatives from St. 
Johns County Parks and Rec, 
the NW Tower Committee 
and the Cunningham Creek 
Elementary PTO. But ac-
cording to George Vancore, 
one of the five founding 
fathers of Field of Dreams 
baseball, the most important 
attendees were the Field of 
Dreams baseball players and 
their buddies, who took time 
between games on this Satur-
day morning to celebrate the 
playground’s opening.

“I was so happy to see these 
kids going from playing 
baseball to then going over to 
play on the new playground,” 
Vancore said.

It’s important to note that 
no tax dollars were spent to 
build and outfit the park. All 
the money was raised by the 
community and the county 
was instrumental in coordinat-
ing bids and getting the work 
done. According to Vancore, 
it was a true community effort.

“After about the fifth year 
of playing Field of Dreams 
baseball, we realized we were 
not only covering our costs 
but we had a surplus, since 
‘all things are free at Field of 
Dreams’ and people regularly 
make donations,” Vancore 
said. “So we decided to go 
‘beyond the white lines’ and 

build a playground for chil-
dren with special needs.”

During his opening remarks, 
Vancore described some of 
the unique donations that 
contributed to the $350,000 
cost of building the play-
ground — from the 10-year-
old boy who resold used golf 
balls on the Julington Creek 
Plantation golf course to his 
own granddaughter, who do-
nated money she had received 
for good grades to the cause.

At the Field of Dreams 
Playground at Aberdeen Park, 
all children have the oppor-
tunity to play regardless of 
their physical abilities. This 
is St. Johns County Parks 
and Recreation’s first-ever 
all-inclusive playground, 
which is customized with the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) accessible play. 
It includes an all-inclusive 
whirl, ADA swings, a sensory 
dome, musical pieces, and 
cantata chimes for sound. 
The play areas are wheelchair-
accessible, with wide paths 
and ramps. The playground 
is surrounded by mature trees 
and offers shaded areas and 
a pavilion nearby. Children 

of all abilities can experience 
creative play through motion, 
sensory, and socialization that 
encourages everyone to come 
together.

The all-inclusive playground 
was made possible thanks 

to the collaboration of St. 
Johns County Parks and 
Recreation, Northwest Tower 
Committee, the Field of 
Dreams Board of Directors, 
members of the Creeks Ath-
letics Association, parents, 
coaches, and volunteers.

Community celebrates first playground 
designed for children of all abilities
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Rendering of proposed restoration of the  
Switzerland Community Center.

Q A&

 Photo courtesy Ericka Brandt

Photo courtesy Brian Wilson

Photo courtesy St. Johns County Parks and Rec



Page 2 | The CreekLine June 2022

county and the residents of NW St. 
Johns County. The Switzerland Com-
munity Center sits behind the old 
volunteer firehouse that is across State 
Road 13 from Alpine Groves Park. 

The old Switzerland Community Center 
was originally built as a church around 
1900 in the New Switzerland area of 
St. Johns County. In the 1940s, a new 
church was built and the original build-
ing was converted into a community 
club, serving as a recreational center 
until the 1990s. 

The club hosted many local functions 
including Sunday dinners, dances, 
square dances, parties, and other events 
that raised money for community chari-
ties. 

This historic structure had a vital role 
in the social history of the commu-
nity, serving as a school for all races 
and religions and as a voting precinct 
where the first registered African 
American vote was cast in St. Johns 
County in 1950. 

In 1952, a concrete block building 
that was used as a volunteer fire station 
was built adjacent to the community 
center. In 1999 the block structure was 
abandoned when the fire department 
turned professional, and a new fire sta-
tion was built nearby. The community 
center continued serving as a recreation 
facility and antique storage until 2005 
when it was abandoned and fell into 
disrepair. 

Through a negotiated lease agreement 
with St. Johns County, the William 
Bartram Scenic Highway organization is 

working to restore the building 

as a community center, welcome/
education center, and site for senior 
activities. A recent engineering study 
of the existing building determined 
it is structurally sound. The by-
way organization seeks funding to 
implement Phase 1 of this restora-
tion project to include roof and wall 
repairs, new electrical panel plus 
structure rewiring, security system, 
painting, repair of utilities and 
HVAC service. 

The mission of William Bartram 
Scenic Highway Group is, in part, to 
preserve the history and heritage of 
the St. Johns River region of St. Johns 
County and to serve as a vehicle to 
help build the local economy. Antici-
pated benefits that will be the result of 
this project are the preservation of a 
unique, historic byway resource which 
will help tell the story of northeast 
Florida and the byway, while serving 
as a gathering point for the Switzer-
land community. 

“We need your help to volunteer with 
our present community activities,” said 
Al Abbatiello of the William Bartram 
Scenic Highway Group. “Please join 
us!”

Membership dues for 2022 for the Wil-
liam Bartram Scenic Highway Group 
are $15 for a single or $40 for a fam-
ily. Specific donations to help with the 
restoration of the community center 
are also accepted. Contact Al Abbatiello 
at (904) 699-8475 or email alabbat@
comcast.net for more information or to 
make a donation.

PREMIER HOMES
REALTY, INC.

R E A L  E S T A T E  E X P E R T S

FORBES MAGAZINE & FORTUNE MAGAZINE
We are honored to be recognized as Real Estate Professionals

PremierHomesRealty.Net

 

PREMIER HOMES REALTY, INC.
Michael K. Taylor, Broker, GRI, 
BPOR, SFR
52 Tuscan Way, 202-325
St Augustine, FL 32092
(904)214-4780
miketaylor@premierhomesrealty.net

WE HAVE PERSONALLY SOLD $184 MILLION IN REAL ESTATE WITH 
OVER $18 MILLION ALREADY SOLD OR UNDER CONTRACT IN 2022!

Property Management Services
Own a home and not ready to sell?
Ask us about our Property Management 
Services. We will list your one for only 
50% of the first month's rent. We will then 
manage your home for only 10% of the 
monthly rent. Both Landlord and Tenant 
are given access to our online property 
management system for convenient access 
to monthly reports.

THIS IS A GEAT TIME TO SELL!
We will list and sell your home for ONLY 4% total commission.

If we bring the buyer we will DROP the commission 

to ONLY 3% total commission.

Broker is a member of the Northeast Florida Association
of Realtors and the St Johns County Board of Realtors.

This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list
your home if it is currently listed with a realtor.
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45,000+
copies printed and 

distributed through all 
St. Johns County Schools

Reach your target market!
This publication sells out quickly. 
Reserve your space today!

Call Linda Gay
904.607.5062
Linda@floridanewsline.com
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

FFBBFF Meet Graham Cracker!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

Breed: 
Champagne tabby domestic shorthair

Favorite activities: 
Eating and watching lizards outside

Favorite treat: 
Temptations cat treats

Favorite friends: 
His sister Oreo and his human mom Cassie

How your BFF got his name:
 After the cookie he resembles; his sister is 

named Oreo.
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from your friends at 
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Playing HOOKie,  a group for those 
who enjoy knitting, crocheting and 
looming (with all items donated to char-
ity) meets every Wednesday from 10 
a.m. – 12 p.m. at the outside eating area 
at Belgian Sweet House Bistro, 12276 
San Jose Blvd. (next to Harbor Chase). 
Visit the group’s Facebook page (Playing 
HOOKie) or email playinghookie31@
gmail.com for more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays 
the game of “Hand, Knee, and Foot” on 
Wednesdays. If you are interested in join-
ing, please call (904) 230-6962 and leave 
a message.

2nd:  The Jacksonville 
Camera Club will 

meet on June 2 and June 16 from 
7 p.m. – 9 p.m. at Shepherd of the 
Woods Southside, 7860 Southside 
Blvd. Visit jax.jaxcameraclub.com for 
more information.

6th:  The North Florida 
Chapter of the National 

MS Society and Bike MS cycling team Big 
Bananas will host the 10th annual Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Awareness silent auction on 
June 6 at Mr. Chubby’s Wings, 150 Valley 
Circle, Ponte Vedra Beach. The event is 
free to the public and offers more than 

250 items from Beaches retailers, restau-
rants and service providers valued at over 
$33,000. There’s also a 50-50 drawing. All 
proceeds benefit the more than 18,000 
North Floridians impacted by MS. 

7th:  Honeybee Quilters 
Guild will meet on Tues-

day, June 7 at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin 
Presbyterian Church in the Loft on the 
County Dock Road side of the church 
at 2501 Loretto Road. Wearing masks 
is optional. New members/guests wel-
come. Visit honeybeequilters.org for 
more information.

11th: The Northeast Florida 
Chapter of Sisters in 

Crime presents award-winning author 
Janet Kuchler (aka Janet Cooper) at the 
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library, 101 
Library Blvd. (FOL Room), at 10:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, June 11. Bring your coffee 
and bring a friend. The group welcomes 
misters and sisters to learn more about 
writing, promoting, and enjoying crime 
fiction. Visit www.nefloridasistersincrime.
org for more information.

13th: The St. Johns 
County Civic 

Roundtable will meet on Monday, 
June 13 at 12 p.m. via Zoom. The 

meeting will feature guest speaker 
St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hard-
wick. Email info@sjcroundtable.org 
to register for the meeting or visit 
www.sjcroundtable.org for more 
information about the St. Johns 
County Civic Roundtable.

13th: The Northwest St. 
Johns County United 

for Progress Club will meet on Mon-
day, June 13 at 6:30 p.m. Special guests 
Phil and Ellen Peterson will speak and 
lead a discussion on “Reducing Our 
Carbon Footprint.” Contact nwsjcp@
gmail.com for more information if 
you’d like to attend.

18th: Herbal Medicine for 
Beginners will be 

offered on June 18 at 10 a.m. Attend-
ees will learn about traditionally used 
herbs to promote wellness and health 
as well as how to create their own 
tinctures, teas, and salves. Included 
are guides, plant identification, lecture 
and herbal snacks. Pre registration is 
required via phone or text: (386) 972-
1891.

20th: The All Star Quilters 
Guild will meet at 

9:30 a.m. for socializing prior to the 

10 a.m. meeting on Monday, June 20 
at the First Christian Church, 11924 
San Jose Blvd. The program is “Color” 
by Kathryn D’Elia. Sew and Tell is 
always a feature. Guests are welcome. 
Visit www.allstarquilters.org for more 
information.

21st: The Happy Hookers 
crochet group will meet 

at Bartram Trail Branch Library, at the 
entrance to Julington Creek Plantation, 
on June 21 from 5:30 a.m. – 6:45 p.m. 
Adults and teens (older than 14) meet 
to crochet or knit blankets for cancer 
patients at area hospitals. All skill levels 
are welcome.

29th: Marineland pres-
ents: Marine Life of 

Northeast Florida at the Bartram Trail 
Branch Library on June 29 from 11 
a.m. – 12 p.m. Learn about some of 
the most iconic marine animals living 
in the waters of Northeast Florida 
and how to be good neighbors and 
protectors to this beautiful wildlife. 
For elementary grades; registration is 
required for every child and adult in 
attendance. Contact Youth Services 
Librarian Caitlin Turecek at ctu-
recek@sjcfl.us or (904) 827-6963 for 
more information.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. JohnsJuneJune Community Calendar

Tuesday – Friday: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

lifesouth.org
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Guest Column

with St. Johns County Commissioner Sarah 
Arnold, District 2Q A&

Julington Creek 
DAILY SPECIALS

Lunch & DinnerLunch & Dinner

Grab & Go

Gyro platters
Falafel
Kababs
Tabbouleh
Hummus
Grape leaves
Hot sandwiches
Oven pies
Kibbeh ball
Vegan dishes
Salads
Za'atar dip
Baba ganoush
Fresh pita bread

119 Bartram Oaks Walk, Suite 101
St. Johns FL 32259
904.295.3163 · Nouracafe.com

New 2nd Location!

Pick Up Orders - Dine InPick Up Orders - Dine In

Monday - Saturday 10 am - 8 pm

Gluten free options

WE DELIVER

with 2 platter orderFREE DESSERT
FREE DESSERT

FATHER'S

DAY SPECIAL

New website and Citizen’s Guide to Voting 
designed to help voters stay informed 
By St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections Vicky Oakes

Have you visited www.votesjc.gov lately? 
We launched a new website in May with 
a focus on transparency, streamlined 
navigation, and efficient service deliv-
ery. Our new site is designed to assist 
residents, voters, candidates and elected 
officials in quickly accessing relevant and 
timely information regarding a variety of 
election related topics. It’s informative, 
easy to navigate, and will ensure voters 
and those running for office have conve-
nient access to the information they need 
to participate in the democratic process. 
If you haven’t seen it — check it out! 

Have you received your 2022 Citizens 
Guide to Registering and Voting in your 
mailbox? The guide was mailed to every 
residential mailbox in St. Johns County 
at the end of May to help residents pre-
pare for the 2022 elections. The publica-
tion is especially important this year as 
many changes have occurred since the 
last election in 2020. Due to the 2020 
census and the redistricting process, 
voting districts, precinct lines, and some 
election day polling locations have 
changed. The 2022 Citizens Guide to 
Registering and Voting also serves as pre-
notification of the new voter information 
cards that are being mailed to all regis-
tered voters in the county in early June. If 
you missed the guide, its available on our 

website at www.votesjc.gov. It’s important 
reading, and worth your time.

Now that the precinct lines and poll-
ing places have been finalized for the 
2022 elections, new voter information 
cards will go in the mail the first week 
of June. Be sure to watch for yours. Your 
new voter card will replace any other 
voter cards you have received in the past. 
When voting in person, you do not need 
to bring your card. Instead, you must 
present current and valid photo and sig-
nature ID, or you will be required to vote 
a provisional ballot.

The election season is upon us. Candi-
dates running for office this year must 
file their qualifying documents with our 
office or the Division of Elections in Tal-
lahassee by noon on June 17. Once the 
noon deadline passes, the ballot will be 
set for the primary election and our staff 
will move forward with programming the 
election. The first vote-by-mail ballots go 
in the mail on July 9. Curious as to who 
is running for office? Visit our website for 
up-to-date election information on the 
upcoming Aug. 23 primary election.

Readers can contact me at the office by 
calling (904) 823-2238 or emailing me 
at voakes@votesjc.gov. Our website also 
has a wealth of information, and a signup 
form for our newsletter.

Q: Do you have an ARPA (American 
Rescue Plan Act) funds update for 
District 2? 
A: We are moving forward with the 
county’s allocation of ARPA funds and 
had two big wins for District 2. First, 
we allocated $5 million towards fund-
ing the construction of a much needed 
medical clinic in West Augustine. This 
is a historically impoverished area and 
this need has existed for some time. 
The medical clinic will be in partner-
ship with Flagler Health+ and the Y.

Secondly, we allocated $7 million to-
wards bringing the southwest campus of 
First Coast Technical College (FCTC), 
a vocational school, to Hastings. We are 
early in the process, but the hope is to 
renovate and restore the historic Hast-
ings High School for this purpose rather 
than build new. I think it’s important to 
preserve this history if possible. 

Q: Can you give an update on the 
budget process [as of interview date 
of May 16] and what you hope to 
glean as a new commissioner? 
A: The St. Johns County Fiscal Year 
2023 Administrator’s Budget Work-
shop will be held May 23 – 25. I ex-
pect to have an intensive learning curve 
and I’m excited to soak it all in. Of 
particular interest to me is the growth 
we’re experiencing in our county 
— and how do we keep up with it? 
Especially in the area of public safety to 
include our first responders. They need 
all of the resources to do their job ef-
fectively and they need to be compen-

sated fairly. Public safety also includes 
our roadways and infrastructure. 

For instance, consider the stretch of 
County Road 210 between Cimarrone 
and Greenbriar. It seems there is an acci-
dent there every day and I think it’s one 
of the most dangerous roadways in the 
county. I’m working hard to get it fixed. 
The bid to widen it just came in higher 
and taking longer to complete than we 
had originally planned, but I’m working 
with staff to see if we can expedite it in 
any way.

Q: As a county commissioner, what 
would you say are your three budget 
priorities? 
A: I think we’ve already talked about 
two of them that concern public safety: 
first responders and infrastructure. I 
would next include parks and recre-
ation. Our kids don’t have enough field 
space. We need to add more park space.

Q: Do you have anything else to 
share with District 2? 
A: With the warmer weather of sum-
mer upon us, many residents will be 
out enjoying our beautiful beaches 
and waterways. I’d like to encourage 
parents to be very careful with their 
children in these settings, as we know 
that our emergency calls spike during 
the summer months. 

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you? 
A: Readers can email me at bcc2sar-
nold@sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 325-
4182.  
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www.fruitcove.com
501 State Rd 13, St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.0996
Worship 9:30 & 11am
Connect Groups 9:30 & 11am

Clarity for Life @FruitCoveBC

Dr. Jimmy Glenos Dr. Craig Hadgis

2021

Q: Can you give an update on the 
budget process [as of interview date of 
May 13]? 
A: The St. Johns County Fiscal Year 2023 
Administrator’s Budget Workshop will be 
held May 23 – 25. This is the first step for 
us to see the proposed budget for next year 
as we will hear in detail from every county 
department head what their needs are and 
why. This is not the last opportunity for 
public comment; there will be opportuni-
ties for discussion at the Board of County 
Commissioners meetings in July and Au-
gust. This is a multi-month process. I think 
especially with the proposed one penny 
sales tax on the November ballot, this is a 
good way for everyone to see the condition 
of the county budget. The information will 
also be available online at www.sjcfl.us. 

Q: As a county commissioner, what are 
your budget priorities? 
A: My budget priorities really haven’t 
changed. I would say we need money 
for roads, we need money for ballparks, 
especially in the Northwest, and we have 
many drainage needs to address.

Q: Do you have any new information 
regarding the widening of a portion of 
County Road 210? 
A: We have just received the bid back to 
widen that portion of County Road 210 
between Cimarrone and Greenbriar Road 
from two lanes to four. The price went up 
from $24 million to $30 million for this 
project. Fortunately we have the money to 
handle this increase and residents should 
start seeing work start in the next several 
months. The county’s public works director 

has told the commissioners that the work 
would be finished in under 700 days. 

I think we can expect to see more cost 
increases with the current economy. The 
Florida Department of Transportation 
just tripled its construction estimate for 
building roads in Florida.

Q: What can you tell us about work-
force housing in the county? 
A: When I was sworn in, affordable 
housing was a problem, but now it’s 
a full-blown crisis. St. Johns County 
just landed on a list as the 11th least 
affordable place to live in the country, 
and that was based on the median 
home price in 2020 of $392,000. Now 
that median home price is $550,000. 
Our teachers, sheriff’s deputies and 
firefighters can’t afford to live here. But 
we had some good news recently. Our 
partners at Ability Housing have been 
fighting for state funding and they were 
finally awarded it. Part of getting this 
workforce housing designation is the re-
quirement to build close to where most 
people utilizing it will work, so as of 
now all of these developments are near 
downtown St. Augustine. Our Board 
of County Commissioners has ap-
proved every workforce housing project 
brought before us, but we need more. 
This will certainly help.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you? 
A: Readers can email me at bcc1c-
whitehurst@sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 
584-5348.

Q: Do you have an update on the 
re-bid for K – 8 School NN [as of 
interview date of May 16]? 
A: We hope to put the bid out by the 
end of May. We are still hoping to be 
able to bid two schools and possibly 
three at the same time. Staff is still 
working with the finance department 
on details. By extending the con-
struction timeline, adding additional 
schools, and picking things in ad-
vance like colors so that the contrac-
tor will be able to place pre-orders, 
we hope to have a more successful 
and affordable bid.

Q: What is the latest on the con-
struction of Beachside High School? 
A: Beachside is coming along. I am 
assured every time I ask that the 
school will be ready for teaching and 
learning when school starts in August, 
but that some ancillary structures, 
such as maybe the gym or the au-
ditorium, might not be quite open. 
At this time, parent and student 
groups are forming in anticipation of 
the school’s opening. It’s becoming 
“their” school. Athletic Director Jen 
Harman is busy setting up summer 
athletic practices.

Q: It’s nearly the end of the school 
year. What is the school district busy 
doing? 
A: While our students and teachers 
are busy with celebrations and award 
ceremonies on their campuses, we 
are busy at the district level working 
towards next year. Associate Superin-
tendent for Human Resources Cathy 
Hutchins has challenged all principals 
to be 95 percent completed with hiring 
for 2022 – 2023 and most principals 
have said they will meet the challenge.

The district also just approved the 
contract with teachers and staff for 

this school year (yes, 2021 – 22). 
Every three years, of which this was 
one, we look at the full book of rules 
and both sides can bring any number 
of changes, so that’s why this was so 
time intensive. We regret the delay, 
but I’m happy to report we came to 
an agreement and all retroactively 
earned money back to last July will 
be distributed to teachers and staff 
as soon as possible. With this ratified 
contract, all of our teachers are at the 
$47,500 minimum required by the 
state. We want to continue to retain 
our experienced teachers, so our 
hope is next year to be able to add 
more increases to their salaries, if the 
legislature will allow. Our goal now 
is to start negotiations ASAP for next 
year. There likely will not be as many 
issues to negotiate since we had such 
comprehensive negotiations this year. 
And the legislature was generous to us 
this past year, so we will have money 
to work with. One new thing is a 
provision in one of the new bills to 
increase the starting salary for support 
(hourly) staff to $15 per hour.

Q: Do you have anything else to 
share with District 1? 
A: By June 1, all of our seniors will 
have graduated. We wish the Class of 
2022 much success as they go on to 
college, career, or military service. 

Finally, if you have not registered 
your children for next school year (or 
if you have a new neighbor!) please 
do so immediately. Visit www.stjohns.
k12.fl.us/student/enrollment/ or visit 
the student’s assigned school website.

Q: How can our readers contact 
you? 
A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at 
(904) 547-7510.

with St. Johns County School Board 
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1Q A&with St. Johns County Commission Vice 

Chairman Christian Whitehurst, District 1Q A&

Q. Last month we covered your 
Property Fraud Alert program — 
how are the signups going? How 
big of a problem is property fraud 
in Florida? 
A. We doubled the number of sub-
scribers over the last few weeks, so we 
are getting the word out, thank you! 
Property fraud is when someone il-
legally uses your property for finan-
cial gain — for instance, someone 
recording a fraudulent deed, mort-
gage or lien against your property in 
the Official Records of the St. Johns 
County Clerk’s Office. Two real-life 
examples have made news recently in 
Florida — a South Florida woman 
sold properties she didn’t own in an 
elaborate scheme that defrauded 45 
people across six counties, including 
Flagler, and an Oviedo man nearly 
lost his property to an identity thief 
who used a fraudulent deed to take 
possession of it. In the second case, 
it was the county comptroller’s office 
that alerted him to the recording 
activity.

Our free property fraud alert service 
provides an early warning system for 
subscribers to take prompt action if 
they are notified of recording activ-
ity in their name. If you know you 
didn’t record it and recognize it as 
fraudulent, you know to immediately 
contact law enforcement.

Our service is free, it’s safe, and 
it’s easy to sign up at https://apps.
stjohnsclerk.com/Landmark/Frau-
dAlert.

Q. You recently announced that 
St. Johns County received recogni-
tion for transparency and finan-
cial reporting for 29 consecutive 
years. Why is this a big deal for St. 
Johns County? 
A. The Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial Report-
ing is the gold standard for report-
ing, transparency and disclosure 
about the county’s finances. To 
produce the required information 

with St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit Court 
and Comptroller Brandon PattyQ A&

Q&A with Brandon Patty cont. on pg. 7
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2 FOR $6
Two Like It® Size Create Your Own

(Ice Cream + Mix-In) For $6
COLD STONE CREAMERY

valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Served in a cup. Waffle products and

extra mix-ins available for addl. charge.
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 6/30/22

FREE
ICE CREAM

Buy One Gotta Have it® Size Signature
Creation™, Get a Free Kids Scoop

COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd

Limit 1 per visit. Expires 6/30/22

Any Large Round, Large Rectangle
Or Small Rectangle Signature Cake

(Excludes Small Round Cakes, Pies, Petite Cakes &
Cupcakes, Custom Cake Decorating And Writing)

COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 6/30/22

2570 Racetrack Rd
904-429-9669
Coldstonecreamery.com
/stores/23690

52 Tuscan Way
904-547-2540
Coldstonecreamery.com
/stores/23675

Summer

     Starts Here!Summer

     Starts Here!

ORDER
AHEAD
and skip
the Line!

ORDER
AHEAD
and skip
the Line!

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.
www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

YOUR TRUSTED REAL ESTATE ADVISOR
SERVING NORTHEAST FLORIDA FOR 17 YEARS
MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCER 
FIVE STAR PROFESSIONAL

12636 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223

with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob HardwickQ A&
Q: Can you give an update on this 
year’s activities for National Police 
Week, observed May 11 – 17? 
A: This has been a big week and my 
wife and I just returned from Wash-
ington, DC, where we joined others 
to memorialize our warriors across 
the nation who died in the line of 
duty. The highlight event is the en-
graving of the names of those officers 
we have lost this year on the walls of 
the National Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Memorial on the National Mall.

This year, the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial Fund, 
which sponsors the events, identified 
COVID deaths as in the line of duty 
deaths, since we police officers con-
tinued to protect and serve through-
out the pandemic. 

Q: Were there any local law en-
forcement officers who had their 
name added to the wall this year? 
A: Yes, this year we lost Deputy Jody 
Hull, Jr., who was a Youth Resource 
Deputy at St. Augustine High 
School, to COVID and his name 
was added to the wall in Washington 
DC. This was my first in the line 
of duty death as sheriff or as police 
chief and it was very humbling. 
Many families have been affected, 
including not only the Hull fam-
ily, but also the St. Johns County 
Sheriff ’s Office family and the St. 
Augustine High School family as 
well as the community at large. The 
outpouring of love and support 
from the community upon his death 
was overwhelming. 

Since it was founded in 1821, the St. 
Johns County Sheriff ’s Office has had 
10 in the line of duty deputy deaths 
and one canine.

Q: How many names were added to 
the National Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Memorial this year? 
A: This year, 619 names were added, 
of which 472 died in 2021 and 319 of 
those were COVID-related. (Remainder 
were deaths added prior to this year.) 
Typically, the average of names added 
annually is between 100 and 150.

Q: What type of support is avail-
able to families left behind by 
these law enforcement officers? 
A: One non-profit called C.O.P.S. 
(Concerns of Police Survivors) really 
steps up and helps families when 
they lose a loved one in the line of 
duty. C.O.P.S. programs for sur-
vivors include the National Police 
Survivors’ Conference held each 
May during National Police Week, 
scholarships, peer-support at the 
national, state, and local levels, the 
“C.O.P.S. Kids” Summer Camp, 
special retreats for spouses, parents, 
siblings, adult children, extended 
family, and co-workers, trial and 
parole support, and other assistance 
programs.

Q: What is done locally to recog-
nize officers who die in the line of 
duty? 
A: Every year, the St. Johns County 
Sheriff ’s Office holds our own memo-
rial service to recognize any officer, 
regardless of agency, killed in the line 
of duty within St. Johns County. We 
have a memorial wall outside our of-
fice on Lewis Speedway.

Additionally, I am establishing a 
“Gold Star Family” status, bor-
rowing from the military’s idea. 
We will include even families of 
deputies who died from health 
issues or by suicide and don’t 
qualify at the national level in 
addition to those who died in the 
line of duty. I think it’s important 
to maintain community with all 
these families and they will be 
honorary lifetime members of the 
SJSO family and invited to attend 
all of our events, like swearing-ins 
or picnics.

Q: What is the best way for our 
readers to contact you with any 
questions or suggestions about this 
article? 
A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.
org or call me at (904) 824-8304. 
Also, our website, www.sjso.org has 
a wealth of resources, from alarm 
registration to Crime Stoppers to our 
Neighbors app.

for the auditor’s review is a whole-
of-government effort by county gov-
ernment and the five constitutional 
officers each year. The audit process 
is not easy or quick — it’s kicked 
off in the first quarter of each fiscal 
year and requires a heavy lift from 
all agencies and entities. Nonethe-
less, the process and resulting report 
is critical to maintaining the public’s 
trust in our stewardship of their tax 
dollars.

Q. It’s been said that the Clerk 
and Comptroller’s office per-
forms more than a thousand 
functions and services. How can 
people learn more about what a 
clerk and comptroller does? 
A. We are soon launching an in-
formational newsletter so residents 
can learn more about their Clerk 
and Comptroller’s office and the 

services we offer. Our goal is to be 
transparent, offer opportunities 
to access records and information, 
provide services to St. Johns Coun-
ty residents, and to make sure that 
we are meeting your needs. Sign 
up for our first newsletter at com-
munications@stjohnsclerk.com. 
We do want to emphasize that 
if you receive the newsletter and 
aren’t interested, know there is an 
easy opt-out. You can also email 
us and let us know what Clerk 
and Comptroller topics would be 
helpful to you, your family or your 
business.

Q: What is the best way for our 
readers to contact you or your of-
fice? 
A: A lot of questions can be answered 
by visiting our website, www.stjohn-
sclerk.com. People can also call our 
main office at (904) 819-3600.

Q&A with Brandon Patty cont. from pg. 6



Page 8 | The CreekLine June 2022

For more information or to schedule a tour, 
call (904) 288.7858 or visit RiverGarden.org

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

More Than a Home 
Away From Home

The Adult Day Program at River Garden offers 
a purposeful, safe environment for seniors who 
require extra support. Each day features a variety 
of activities designed to engage clients’ physical, 
social, occupational and intellectual needs. It also 
provides a worry-free time during the week for 
caregivers to work, relax or tend to their own needs.

Legislative wrap-up: Some lesser known 
but important bills passed
By Rep. Cyndi Stevenson

This session we passed a large amount 
of public policy bills. Of the thousands 
of bills that were filed by legislators, just 
285 bills passed the House and Senate 
and have been sent to the governor. 
Some of them were doomed from the 
start because the member that filed it 
failed to get a companion bill filed in 
the Senate or the House. House mem-

bers are generally able to file six policy 
bills each year. There is no limit to the 
number of bills that can be filed in the 
Senate. Of the 285 bills we passed, 
many have already been considered and 
signed into law. Some are still subject to 
approval or veto by Gov. Ron DeSantis.

There were a cluster of bills passed 
again this year that were shaped by our 
experience with COVID. This includes 

adding Pharmacy Technicians to the 
medical professionals who can adminis-
ter vaccines in Florida, a bill extending 
Covid 19 liability protection to health 
care providers, giving flexibility to 
nursing homes on ways to meet daily 
direct care needs of patients, expand-
ing authority for telehealth services 
while balancing patient safety and the 
No Patient Left Alone Act that ensures 
visitation rights for patients facing criti-
cal situations.

In Pre-K – 12 education, we had record 
per student funding that enables more 
money to sustain past teacher pay and 
additional funding to increase them. 
For St. Johns County, we were awarded 
$9.7 million to assist the district with 
the high rate of growth. We also re-
placed the outdated statewide end of 
year Florida Standard Assessment (FSA) 
with performance monitoring to support 
the unique needs and goals of students 
and gives teachers and parents timely 
feedback throughout the year.  Begin-
ning with ninth graders in the 2023 – 
24 school year, students will be required 
to earn a half credit in personal financial 
literacy.  

We passed a law raising fines for public 
adjusters who fail to comply with in-
vestigations to prevent insurance fraud 
and added requirements that insurance 
companies report fraudulent acts to the 
state for investigation and prosecution.

We passed a consumer protection bill 
that ensures that service contracts with 
an automatic renewal provision can be 
canceled in the same manner that they 
were entered.

To curtail those pesky vehicle warranty 
calls, they are now required to state 
their name, license number and tele-
phone number if they call you. 

We updated Florida law to keep up 
with rapid development of new tech-
nologies including “deepfakes,” which 
are realistic images or videos that are 
created using artificial intelligence that 
can depict a real person saying some-
thing that they did not say or engaging 
in behaviors they did not engage in, 
blurring the lines between reality and 
fiction.

We passed legislation that offers 
qualifying juveniles a second chance 
— while protecting the public. This is 
a one time chance by authorizing an 
expungement of their qualifying arrest 
records after completing a diversion 
program. 

From May 28 to June 10, there will be 
a disaster preparedness sales tax holi-
day on certain items including cool-
ers, radios, batteries and flashlights, 
generators priced at $1,000 or less, pet 
supplies, carbon monoxide and smoke 
detectors and fire extinguishers.

Florida has term limits for governor, 
state representatives, state senators, the 
lieutenant governor, and Florida cabi-
net members. This year the state added 
12 year term limits for school board 
members.

This is by no means a comprehensive 
list of all the bills passed, but merely 
some of the highlights of some of the 
lesser-known bills.

I have a legislative newsletter that I use 
to help keep people up to date.  When 
we get our final budget approved, I will 
send a newsletter with both summary 
and detailed information that may be 
of interest to you, along with remind-
ers of upcoming tax holidays and items 
of interest. Contact my office at (904) 
823-2300 if you’d like to get on the 
mailing list. 

Guest Column

St. Johns County students 
chosen for tech camp
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

A total of 23 eighth graders from St. 
Johns County middle schools will 
attend the American Association of 
University Women’s (AAUW) Florida 
Tech Trek camp for girls, which will be 
held June 19 – 24. The 2022 Tech Trek 
Camp will be a virtual camp held via 
Zoom.

AAUW St. Augustine branch STEM 
Director Maureen Ballard and her com-
mittee interviewed 42 girls who were 
nominated by their math and science 
teachers from 11 schools before making 
the recommendations to the camp. The 
cost per girl to attend the week-long 
virtual camp is approximately $750; 
however, those chosen by the AAUW 
are only responsible for a $50 registra-
tion fee. Corporate sponsors, AAUW 

branches and individuals provide finan-
cial support. 

Campers will have a choice of core 
classes in Engineering/Architecture, 
Neuroscience, Computer Science, 
Robotics and Marine Biology. They will 
participate in a variety of workshops 
and field trips, share video projects with 
other campers, and interact with profes-
sional women in STEM fields.

This one-week summer camp is backed by 
AAUW’s research and is designed to make 
STEM fields (science, technology, engineer-
ing, math) exciting and accessible to girls in 
middle school — the age when girls’ partici-
pation in these fields statistically drops.

Visit staugustine-fl.aauw.net for infor-
mation about AAUW St. Augustine or 
visit techtrek-fl.aauw.net for information 
about AAUW Florida Tech Trek.
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Unsurpassed care 
for gynecologic 
cancers.

For a better
tomorrow.
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UF Health accepts most major commercial insurance plans, including TRICARE.

Cancer Program

Treatment for cancers found in a woman’s reproductive system

can be straightforward or very complex.

That’s why our fellowship-trained gynecologic oncologists team up

with specialists in a variety of disciplines and use the latest research to

determine a woman’s best course of treatment. This gives our patients

an unsurpassed level of personal, coordinated care. Plus, patients have

access to a nurse navigator to answer questions and ease any concerns.

If you’ve been diagnosed with a gynecologic cancer or exhibit symptoms, 

such as bloating, pelvic pain or unusual menstrual bleeding, schedule an  
appointment with our specialists.

Visit UFHealthJax.org/cancer to learn more or request an appointment.
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SHIPPING SERVICES
• UPS Next Day Air
• UPS 2nd Day Air
• UPS 3 Day • UPS Ground
• Priority Mail
• USPS Retail Ground
• Media Mail • Stamps
• First Class Package Service
• Priority Mail International
• Certified Mail
• Metered Mail
• UPS International Shipping
• USPS International Shipping

PRINTING SERVICES
• Business Cards
• Magnetic Business Cards
• Banners  • Brochures
• Laminating  • Binding
• Custom Invitations
• Envelopes  • Posters
• Door Hangers
• Greeting Cards
• Passport Photos
• Bookmarks • Car Magnets
• Yard Signs 
• Menus and more!
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Summer reading volunteer opportunities 
available
 RSVP of St. Johns County is looking for 
community members to assist once a week in 
the summer reading or algebra programs in 
the St. Johns County School District. Hours 
are flexible. If you are traveling this summer, 
you can help out while you are in town. 

Orientation for volunteers will be Thurs-
day, June 16 from 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. at the 
Fullerwood Auditorium, 10 Hildreth 
Drive in St. Augustine.

“There are students who can greatly 
benefit from the help of those willing to 
give just a small amount of their time,” 
said Cheryl Freeman, RSVP director. “As-
sistance from community volunteers can 
make all the difference in helping these 
students succeed.”

To make a training reservation or for 
more information, contact RSVP at 
(904) 547-3952 or Cheryl.Freeman@
stjohns.k12.fl.us.

Elder abuse: It’s more than scams 
June 15 is National World Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day. Elder abuse affects one in 
10 adults over the age of 60, yet only one 
in 24 cases are reported to authorities. It’s 
estimated that up to five million older 
Americans are abused every year totaling 
a loss of at least $36.6 billion. 

ElderSource and six other Florida Area 
Agencies on Aging are presenting “Elder 
Abuse: It’s More Than Scams,” a free virtu-
al workshop on Wednesday, June 15, from 
10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. The free workshop 
features several experts providing informa-

tion and tips on how to report elder abuse, 
how to protect yourself against cyber-
crimes and how to uncover the unsuspect-
ing traps of financial scammers.

The purpose of this workshop is to 
provide older adults with the information 
they need to make informed decisions 
to protect themselves and others against 
elder abuse. While this silent problem can 
often rob older adults of their dignity and 
independence, this workshop will help 
empower them instead.

The workshop is presented in collabora-
tion with Senior Connection Center, 
Area Agency on Aging for Southwest 
Florida, Area Agency on Aging Palm 
Beach/Treasure Coast Inc., Advantage 
Aging Solutions, Area Agency on Ag-
ing of Broward County Inc., and Area 
Agency of Pasco-Pinellas Inc. 

Visit https://bit.ly/3rFNSaY to sign up 
for the workshop. 

2022 Point in Time Count shows decrease 
in county homelessness
Each year a survey is conducted to gauge 
the amount of homeless individuals 
within St. Johns County. The Point in 
Time (PIT) Count is a count of sheltered 
and unsheltered people experiencing 
homelessness on a single night. The PIT 
Count is traditionally held in January, 
but due to challenges related to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, this year it was held 
on February 28.

The St. Johns County Continuum of 
Care, led by Flagler Health+, conducts 
the PIT Count as a requirement of the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) for those who 
seek federal funds. The goal is to have 
an accurate depiction of all those who 
are utilizing temporary housing includ-
ing emergency shelters and transitional, 
plus persons who are living in places not 
meant for human habitation including 
cars, parks, and other similar locations. 

This year’s PIT Count was a commu-
nity effort with volunteer staff from 
Care Connect+ (a program of Flagler 
Health+), Alpha-Omega Miracle Home, 
Department of Health & Human Ser-
vices, Veterans Administration, St. Fran-
cis House, Wildflower Clinic, and the 
SOS Street Outreach Services team. The 
teams started at 7 a.m. and canvassed all 
of St. Johns County with a focus on areas 
identified by street outreach teams where 
they commonly interact with people 
experiencing homelessness. Surveys were 
conducted interview-style on tablets.

The PIT Count results showed that 
on Feb. 28 there were 349 individuals 
experiencing homelessness in St. Johns 
County. Of those, 242 were experienc-
ing unsheltered homelessness and 107 
were residing in shelter. This total was 
a decrease of 17 percent from the 419 
individuals who were experiencing home-
lessness on the day of the 2021 count. 
Overall the number of homeless de-
creased year-over-year, but there was a 16 
percent increase in the number of those 
who were chronically homeless. 

While the PIT represents a one-day snap-
shot, the St. Johns County Continuum 
of Care works year round in an effort to 
prevent and end homelessness, bringing 
together resources and partnerships to make 
homelessness rare, brief and one time.

In 2021, there were 6,682 people who 
were served by all programs within the 
Care Connect+ Information Network, 
a decrease of 20 percent from 2020. Of 
those, 27 percent of adults reported that 
they were literally homeless at the time of 
requesting assistance.

Additionally, it should be noted that 
homeless school children are counted by 
the St. Johns County School District us-
ing a different homeless definition under 
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assis-
tance Act. To date, in 2022, the St. Johns 
County School District has identified 
780 Homeless Children and Youth in our 
schools. This total changes daily as new 
students are identified and is an on-going 
count until the end of the school year.

St. Johns County urges beachgoers to take 
precautions to protect sea turtle nests
Sea turtle nesting season is officially un-
derway in St. Johns County through Oct. 
31. Residents, visitors, and businesses are 
asked to help protect natural sea turtle 
habitats by observing all nesting season 
laws and regulations.

Vehicular beach traffic is only allowed 
from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. All beachfront 
properties must reduce their impact by 
eliminating interior and exterior lights 
that may disrupt nesting sea turtles. Vol-
leyball court lights at St. Johns County 
Ocean Pier Park will turn on at sunset 
and turn off at 9 p.m. during sea turtle 
nesting season.

Beachgoers can also have a positive im-
pact on nesting sea turtles by taking the 

following precautions:

•  Refrain from using fireworks and open 
fires.

•  Remove ruts and sandcastles.

•  Flashlights are strongly discouraged as 
they can harm sea turtles.

•  Avoid entering dunes and conservation 
zones (15 feet seaward of the dune line).

•  Refrain from releasing balloons or sky 
lanterns, as they can fall into the ocean 
and harm marine life.

•  Never approach sea turtles emerging 
from or returning to the sea. Nesting sea 
turtles are vulnerable, timid, and can be 
easily frightened.

•  Leave only your footprints at the 
beach.

Never push an injured animal back into 
the ocean. If an injured, sick, or deceased 
sea turtle is located, call the St. Johns 
County Sheriff’s Office non-emergency 
dispatch line at (904) 824-8304. For 
more information, call St. Johns County 
Habitat Conservation and Beach Man-
agement at (904) 209-3740 or visit www.
sjcfl.us/hcp.

St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections 
launches new website in preparation for 
2022 Election Season
The St. Johns County Supervisor of 
Elections has launched a new website 
with a focus on transparency, streamlined 
navigation, and efficient service delivery. 
Located at www.votesjc.gov, the new 
site is designed to assist residents, voters, 
candidates, and elected officials in quickly 
accessing relevant and timely informa-
tion regarding a variety of election-related 
topics.

Key data-driven navigation streams 
are outlined to provide the essential 
informational points those visiting 
the website have historically accessed. 
Primary drop down links, including 
Elections, Voters, Voter Education, 
Current Elected Officials, and Candi-
dates, were designed to provide con-
venient access to frequently searched 
information and documents within 
just a few clicks. 

“Free, fair, and open elections are the 
cornerstone of our democracy, and as a 
public servant I am dedicated to trans-
parency,” said Vicky Oakes, St. Johns 
County Supervisor of Elections. “Our 
new website is informative, easy to 
navigate, and will ensure voters and those 
running for office have convenient access 
to the information they need to partici-
pate in the democratic process.”

The Supervisor of Elections began the 
redesign process in January with an 
understanding that the core audiences 
of residents and voters continue to rely 
more and more on convenient electronic 
and digital information channels. The 
four-month design process involved an 
internal design team and input from 
communication and web design pro-
fessionals as well as St. Johns County 
residents and voters. The new website 
is one part of the Supervisor of Elec-
tions’ evolving communication program 
that also includes a new newsletter, new 
social media platforms, and additional 
community outreach.

Briefs
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904-665-0005 • www.preddylaw.com
12627 San Jose Blvd. • Ste. 102 (Just north of the Julington Creek Bridge)

Smart moves to manage an inheritance
By Chris Thompson, CFP ®, CRPC ®

Losing a loved one can be a pain-
ful experience. Even when expected, 
the finality of death can be difficult 
to comprehend. It’s no wonder that 
people who are grieving often feel 
overwhelmed and unable to process 
information with the same mental 
clarity that they have under more 
normal circumstances.

Adding financial decisions into the 
mix can further complicate matters. 
For many people, even the welcome 
news that they are the beneficiaries of 
a loved one’s estate can bring waves of 
sadness and uncertainty. If you are set 
to receive money or other assets from 
a loved one who has passed away, you 
may benefit from the counsel of a 
financial advisor, estate attorney and 
tax expert who can help you deter-
mine the best course of action to wise-
ly manage the gift you’ve been given. 
Here are some factors you might want 
to consider with their help:

First, consider the form of inheritance 
you received: 

• Cash: If the assets you inherited are 

in the form of cash, there tend to be 
few complications. There is no federal 
tax on inherited amounts, though a 
handful of states do apply an inheri-
tance tax.

• A life insurance settlement: If the 
deceased named you as a beneficiary 
of a life insurance policy, the payment 
you received is generally not subject 
to tax. You also may have the option 
to have the benefit paid out to you 
over a number of years rather than in 
one lump sum.

• A retirement plan: If you inherited 
an IRA or an individual’s workplace 
retirement plan, you will have 10 
years to withdraw all of the money 
(this time limit does not apply to 
spouses or minor children). Failure 
to do so can result in a significant 
penalty. Taxes are due on distributions 
from traditional IRAs or workplace 
plans.

• Appreciated stock or other assets: 
If you inherited assets such as stock 
or real estate, the cost basis for the 
asset is stepped-up to the value at the 
time of the grantor’s passing. That can 

result in a major tax savings when you 
sell the asset.

Particularly if you’re in a state of 
heightened emotion, don’t feel rushed 
into making decisions about what to 
do with the money. Slow down, seek 
advice and consider your options 
within the context of your overall 
financial situation and goals for the 
future.

If you were in a comfortable financial 
position before you received the in-
heritance, perhaps you’d like to spend 
some of the money on a family trip or 
to purchase a major item in memory 
of your loved one. On the other hand, 
if you want to put part or all of the 
money toward funding your major 
financial goals, there are myriad ways 
to do so and honor the legacy of your 
loved one in the process. Perhaps you 
want to set up a 529 plan to help pay 
for your children’s college education 
in memory of the deceased. Alterna-
tively, the money may be useful in 
making a down payment on a home 
or a cash infusion into your diversi-
fied portfolio that you’ll one day lean 
on in retirement. 

It’s not uncommon to experience 
some challenges or complications if an 
inheritance has arrived or is coming 
your way. This is all the more reason 
to consider consulting with a financial 
advisor, estate and tax professional 
to make sure you understand what 
you’ve received and how to best put 
it to work. They can bring a sense of 
clarity and calm that you may be in 
need of as you grieve the loss of your 
loved one.

Chris Thompson, CFP ®, CRPC ® is an 
Associate Manager and Financial Advi-
sor with Ameriprise Financial Services, 
LLC. in Jacksonville. He specializes in 
fee-based financial planning and asset 
management strategies and has been in 
practice for 29 years. To contact him, 
visit www.ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.
thompson or email chris.thompson@
ampf.com.

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. and its af-
filiates do not offer tax or legal advice. 
Consumers should consult with their 
tax advisor or attorney regarding their 
specific situation.
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Nina McIntosh, PA-C, Jaime Kibler, DO, Donald J. Levine, MD,  
Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios, PA-C, are dedicated to your 
family’s health through every stage of life. They offer you and your family 
a medical home, where you can enjoy an ongoing relationship with your 
personal physician. Convenient. Caring. Connected. That’s changing health 
care for good.

Areas of expertise include:

• Sports/school physicals  • Disease management
• Immunizations  • Minor skin lesion and mole removal
• Well child visits  • Osteopathic treatment
• Preventive/GYN exams  • On-site lab

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
1400 Bishop Estates Road • St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.2794
baptistprimarycare.net

© Baptist Health 2021

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.

Julington Creek Golf 
Club closed for summer 
renovation
By Ward Clayton
mail@floridanewsline.com

Julington Creek Golf Club, the center-
piece of the Julington Creek Plantation 
community since the late 1980s, has 
closed for the summer to renovate the 
course and is scheduled to reopen in 
the fall.

Ownership group Brown Golf Manage-
ment made the announcement inter-
nally in December 2021 and posted 
the news on the www.julingtoncreekgc.
com website in early May. The course 
was scheduled to partially close on 
Monday, May 16 with work to begin 
on the front nine first and the back 
nine still available for play for ap-
proximately another week. By the end 
of May, the entire course and practice 
facility were scheduled to close with 
a reopening tentatively scheduled for 
October 1. The course is not operated 
by Julington Creek Plantation.

“We foresee a golf course that is more 
player and maintenance friendly and 
lives up to the standards that the neigh-
borhood expects,” Brown Golf Re-
gional General Manager Sarah Minnis 
said on May 6. “This was a few years in 
the making and was necessary work for 
this course.”

Minnis and Brown Golf CEO John 
Brown made the website announce-
ment of the work, which they estimat-
ed would cost more than $1 million 
considering the renovation and course 
closure loss of revenue. The renova-
tion is scheduled to be carried out by 
Westscapes Golf Construction of St. 
Petersburg, Fla., and includes irrigation 
work, redoing the greens, bunkers and 
tees, enhancement of the driving range 
with a new teeing area and enlarged 
putting green and tree and sod work 
around the course, which hasn’t been 
renovated since the course opened in 
1987. James Puckett, the Julington 
Creek golf course superintendent, has 
been involved with Westscapes dur-
ing renovations at other courses and 
Westscapes was chosen from among 
seven renovation company candidates, 
according to Minnis.

Minor irrigation work began in Janu-
ary, most of the fairway bunkers on the 
course were eliminated over the next 
three months and 1,200 tons of sand 

were loaded into the parking lot in 
April to prepare for the course work to 
begin. The greens are scheduled to be 
renovated by demoing and coring out 
the putting surfaces and using TifEagle 
bermudagrass as the new surface.

As a result of the pending work, 2022 
memberships were suspended, and it is 
not clear if membership opportunities 
will return. Greens fees this spring were 
a high of $42 for weekday play and 
$55 on weekends. In comparison, golf 
courses nearby in the County Road 
210 area this spring ranged from $49 
– $86 on weekdays and $61 – $99 on 
weekends.

“We believe we will be able to relaunch 
a brand-new asset that delivers an up-
graded experience,” Brown and Minnis 
said in the website memo, dated Dec. 
17, 2021. “We appreciate the oppor-
tunity to evaluate our market position 
and pricing as we get ready to reopen 
this fall.”

According to Brown Golf, capital 
projects post-2022 will include repaved 
cart paths, bridge updates and repair, 
full irrigation replacement, clubhouse 
building updates and parking lot up-
dates. Sister course Windsor Parke Golf 
Club in Jacksonville will also undergo 
a renovation after 2022. Brown Golf 
operates 27 courses in Florida, Geor-
gia, South Carolina, North Carolina, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Vermont and 
Pennsylvania.

Originally named The Champions 
Club at Julington Creek, the course de-
buted its front nine in 1987, designed 
by golf course architect Robert Walker 
of Atlantic Beach and managed by Riv-
erside Golf Group. Jacksonville’s Steve 
Melnyk, a former U.S. Amateur and 
British Amateur champion and ABC 
golf broadcaster, designed the back 
nine a couple years later as his compa-
ny, Riverside Golf Group, managed the 
facility. Pacific Life Insurance Com-
pany bought the course and Windsor 
Parke from Riverside in 1999 for $13 
million. Current owner Brown Golf, 
based in Camp Hill, Pa., purchased Ju-
lington Creek and sister course Wind-
sor Parke, located off J. Turner Butler 
Boulevard in Duval County, in May 
2015 for $2.7 million ($1.2 million for 
Julington Creek). 

Photos courtesy Julington Creek Golf Club

Hole 8 green of the Julington Creek Golf Club.

B: The parking lot 
contains 1,200 tons 
of sand for work on 
the front nine
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Father's Day Gifts

Give Dad 
the Gift 
of Bird Feeding!

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

WHAT MAKES OUR 
RESIDENTS HAPPY?

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating 
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at 
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life 
Plan Community o� ers a stunning natural setting 
with spacious garden apartments and villa homes and 
an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy 
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare 
services, if they should be needed. 

Discover all there is to be happy about —
call us at (904) 861-6425 today!

“If I were still in my house I would not be 
doing half of what I’m doing here. And I’ve 

never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

New Memorial Garden honors 
victims and survivors of 
violence
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Members of the community joined 
local elected officials, judges and 
law enforcement in a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony in late April for the new 
St. Johns County Memorial Garden, 
a tranquil courtyard garden at the St. 
Johns County Judicial Center dedicat-
ed to victims and survivors of violence.

“The new St. Johns County Memo-
rial Garden is the centerpiece of 
the judicial complex courtyard and 
a place for courthouse visitors and 
staff to pause and reflect,” St. Johns 
County Clerk of Court and Comp-
troller Brandon J. Patty said. “With 
this garden, we remember those in 
our community who have suffered at 
the hands of others and offer families 
and friends a safe, serene place to 
find comfort and healing.”

The memorial garden project has 
been a year-long collaborative initia-
tive between the St. Johns County 
Clerk of the Circuit Court and 
Comptroller, the Seventh Judicial 
Circuit, St. Johns County and the 
Sheriff ’s Office, State Attorney’s Of-

fice, St. Augustine and St. Augustine 
Beach police departments and the 
Betty Griffin Center.

For a decade, a small garden and 
monument dedicated to the memory 
of two members of the St. Johns 
County community, Stephanie “The-
resa” Singleton-Gilliam and Laura 
Messina, was located outside the 
courthouse’s south entrance. Over 
the years, the garden had begun to 
deteriorate, and its location made 
maintenance difficult, Clerk Patty 
said.

In addition to moving the garden 
inside the courthouse walls, the 
project added a memorial plaque, 
benches and new landscaping to the 
courtyard.

Every year, about 10 million people 
become victims of domestic violence, 
which equates to around 20 people 
every minute. Last year, 279 domes-
tic violence injunctions were filed in 
St. Johns County, and nearly 72,000 
were processed statewide. Many of 
these resulted in temporary and per-
manent injunctions.

Photos courtesy Anne Marie Forsythe

Seniors enjoyed a storyteller and Dr. Seuss themed activities in April. The Trout Creek Senior Center offers activities for 
seniors on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings at 6795 Collier Road in Orangedale. Contact Program Coordinator 

Anne Marie Forsythe at (904) 552-1611 for more information.

Photo courtesy St. Johns County Clerk of Court

Local dignitaries participated in a ribbon-cutting ceremony in late April for the new St. Johns County Memorial Garden.

Trout Creek Seniors celebrate Dr. Seuss
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Wednesday June 29th • 11am to 1pm

Hosted by Boston Scientific
Alaine Keebaugh, PhD

770-356-6410

Living with Parkinson’s 
Disease or Essential Tremor?

Ponte Vedra Beach Library • 101 Library Blvd
FOL Meeting room Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Presented by 
Philip Tipton, MD 
Mayo Clinic Jacksonville

Join us to learn how to take 
control over your Disease.
Family and friends are welcome 
to attend. Lunch provided.

Register Online to Attend in Person: 
http://learndbs.com/1417

JEREMIAH’S RECORD
OF FIGHTING FOR ST. JOHNS COUNTY:

St. Johns County Commission, District 4

JeremiahBlocker.com

PROVEN FISCAL  
CONSERVATIVE
STOOD UP FOR OUR  
LAW ENFORCEMENT  
& FIRST RESPONDERS
PROTECTED OUR  
NATURAL RESOURCES 

REPUBLICAN PRIMARY 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 23 

MILITARY VETERAN  SMALL BUSINESSMAN  FORMER PROSECUTOR

REPUBLICAN

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Nease summer camps announced
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The sweet days of summer are approach-
ing; do you have a plan in mind for how 
to fill the time? Nease High School has the 
answer — summer camps. Here’s  a look 
at what’s happening in June and July: 

Basketball boys and girls camp: June 
6 – June 10; June 13 – June 17; June 
20 – June 24; July 11 – July 15; July 25 
– July 29.

Green and Gold Youth Camp: June 21, 
22, 23 and July 12, 13, 14, 6 p.m. – 8 
p.m.

Football Camp: June 13 – June 29; July 
12, 13, 14, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. for ninth – 
12th graders, 

Dance Camp: June 27 – 29 for kinder-
garteners – fifth graders 

Soccer girls camp: June 20 – 23, 8:30 
a.m. – 11:30 a.m. for kindergarteners – 
eighth graders 

CyberCamp: July 11 – July 15, 9 a.m. 
– 2:30 p.m. for ninth – 12th graders

Lacrosse Camp: July 11 – July 14, 9 
a.m. – 11 a.m. 

Cheer Cub Camp: July 20 – July 22,  
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. for kindergarteners – 
fifth graders

These camps are used as fundraisers for 
their prospective sport. Visit www-nhs.
stjohns.k12.fl.us/panther-press for more 
information.

Creekside’s High 
School High Tech 
places second in state 
competition
By Meliza Turlington
mail@floridanewsline.com

Creekside High School’s High School 
High Tech (HSHT) aims to prepare 
students for the future by developing 
their skills through leadership, team 
building, and career readiness training. 
This program has various opportunities 
to gain a wide variety of skill-building 
experiences through activities that in-
volve interactions with others, includ-
ing on-site events with the Jacksonville 
Zoo and the Jacksonville Jaguars.

Towards the end of the school year, 
High School High Tech participated 
in one more event —  a competition 
called Project Venture, whose focus 
was to create a business plan, including 
planning product commercials. The 
Creekside group met every Friday for 
six months to work on this project.

High School High Tech spent most 
meetings developing its product — an 
app and website called Guide Right, 
which helps visually impaired individu-
als access transportation or other needs, 
such as shopping or travel. In the last 
two months, they focused on develop-

ing their presenting skills. 

Ten schools, all in different counties, 
entered the program with their prod-
uct, and only three teams qualified 
to compete in the finals in Orlando. 
Once the Creekside team was notified 
in March that they were one of these 
three teams, they spent time focusing 
on the details to perfect their presenta-
tion, while continuing to work on the 
app. 

On April 29, HSHT presented its 
project to the judges — four judges 
in the first round and six judges in 
the next round. All the judges are 
highly respected participants in their 
company. Students of Creekside, 
Sarah Hutchinson, Jonathan Ro-
driguez, Connor Muniz, and River 
Turlington spoke to all the judges 
about their app and website. By the 
afternoon, the team learned they had 
won second place and went to meet 
up with the judges again, along with 
their program leader, Jessica Tucker. 
Their second place prize was $750 
to be used to improve their club for 
upcoming years.

Photo courtesy Meliza Turlington

Creekside High School’s High School High Tech team won second place at the Project Venture state finals.
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BKHS  2022
“Go forth and set the world on fire.” - St. Ignatius of Loyola   •   Congratulations, Bishop Kenny seniors!

Local teacher selected as 
Exemplary School Champion 
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Kevin Davenport, a teacher at Creekside 
High School has been selected as one 
of six National 2022 ACE Exemplary 
School Champions. Other winners 
of the award come from Seattle, New 
Jersey, Los Angeles, Dallas-Fort Worth, 
and Cleveland. 

Since beginning the ACE Mentor Pro-
gram at Creekside High School during 
the 2015 – 16 school year, Davenport 
has been a tireless advocate and pro-
moter. He understands the impact the 
program has on his students and has 
been responsible for its growth within 
the St. Johns County School District. 

Following a successful career in civil 
engineering, Davenport began his 
second career as an educator in 2010. 
In addition to his civil engineering 
degree, he also holds a master’s degree in 
construction management. This experi-
ence has equipped him with extensive 
engineering and business insight that he 
passes along to his students. He cur-
rently teaches applied engineering to 
10th – 12th grade students and leads the 
county in the number of students receiv-
ing industry certifications in programs 
such as AutoCAD, Revit and Inventor. 

In 2014, Davenport was introduced to 
the ACE Mentor Program. This current 
school year, the program expanded to 
two classrooms, growing participation 
from 30 to 42 students, which makes 

Creekside High School the largest 
program within the Northeast Florida 
affiliate. Since the program began, more 
than 100 students have moved forward 
to pursue a career within the AEC 
industry. 

“I owe my success both financially and 
academically to Kevin Davenport,” said 
Daniel Paul, graduate of Creekside High 
School’s class of 2018. “As a student at 
Creekside, he went out of his way to 
consistently improve my capabilities, 
and even adapted the full curriculum to 
include more of what I had a passion for 
(that being architecture). He not only 
teaches his students, but learns from 
them as well, something all excellent 
leaders need to be capable of.” 

Visit www.acementor.org/northeast-fl to 
learn more about the ACE Mentoring 
Program of Northeast Florida. 

Photo courtesy ACE Mentoring Program of Northeast Florida

Creekside High School teacher Kevin Davenport. 

45,000+
copies printed and 

distributed through all 
St. Johns County Schools

Reach your target market!
This publication sells out quickly. 
Reserve your space today!

Call Linda Gay
904.607.5062
Linda@floridanewsline.com

St. Johns County School Directory
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3760 Kori Road • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

Industrial

Affordable Water solutions for 
your home with the best customer 

service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Photo courtesy Michele Oliver

The Newcomers of North St. Johns County recently hosted a New Member Coffee at Cimarrone Golf Club. The group 
welcomed 15 new members this quarter with 11 able to attend the reception. To date, there are more than 245 members 
in Newcomers of North St. Johns County — with growing interest! Pictured are Laura Haller, Esther Snader, Susan Luth, 

Barbara Graf, Stephanie Stalvey and Donna Weitz, Monica Tindall, Stephanie Bornhorst, Marta Maso, Maria Mroz and 
Margo Berzito.

Remembering the SS 
Gulfamerica
By Scott A. Grant
mail@floridanewsline.com

On April 10, 1942, a US oil tanker, 
the SS Gulfamerica, was cruising north 
along the Florida coast on her maiden 
voyage. She was en route from Port 
Arthur, Texas to New York City laden 
with 90,000 barrels of heating oil. 
She sailed past Jacksonville Beach just 
before 9:30 p.m. on a Friday night. 
The beach was lit up like any other 
Friday night. People were riding the 
roller coaster, merry go round, and 
Ferris wheel. Some were dancing on 
the pier to the music of the Rusty Al-
len Orchestra.

No doubt, some of the seaman 
on the merchant ship looked out 
wistfully to the well-lit beach and 
imagined they were dancing on the 
pier or one of the rooftops or just 
walking down the boardwalk arm-in-
arm with a pretty girl. They had no 
idea they were being hunted. For the 
past 45 minutes, a German U-Boat, 
the U-123, had been chasing the ship 
up the coast. As she drew abreast of 
the city, the commander of the Nazi 
submarine, who was already famous 
in Germany and about to become 
more so, made a fateful decision. 
He would launch one of his last 
torpedoes at a desperate angle in an 
attempt to bring down the ship in 
front of the crowded beach.

At the extreme range the torpedo took 
four minutes to find its target, but 
when it did it created a huge explo-
sion that rattled windows on shore 
and could be seen up and down the 
coast for miles. Everyone ran to the 
boardwalk to see what had happened. 
At first, people on shore thought it was 
an accident of some sort. The idea that 
a Nazi submarine had come this close 
to our coast was incomprehensible. 
Aboard the ship, they knew what had 
happened and they knew they were 

sinking. The Gulfamerica listed hard to 
starboard and began to go down by the 
stern. The crew began an orderly effort 
to abandon ship.

At this point, the commander, Rein-
hard Hardegen, did something that 
has created controversy ever since. He 
took his boat to the landward side of 
the stricken tanker so that everyone 
on shore could see the outline of his 
sub as he shelled the Gulfamerica with 
his 10.5 cm deck gun a dozen times. 
Simultaneously, they opened up with 
their machine gun to take out Gulfa-
merica’s radio antenna so she could not 
send a distress signal.

What had started as an orderly effort 
to abandon ship now devolved into 
utter chaos. Men jumped off the ship 
into the burning water. Lifeboat No. 2 
capsized. Everyone on the ship was in 
a panic. Many thought the Germans 
were trying to kill them. On shore, the 
tourists and locals watched in horror. 
Rescue efforts would take several hours 
to make their way out to the sinking 
ship. Nineteen brave Americans died in 
the attack. 

Eighteen died that night. One survived 
for more than 30 hours before finally 
succumbing to his wounds. They say 
that when they pulled William Glenn 
Rhodes’ burnt and blackened body 
from the ocean that the skin literally 
peeled off his arm. Because of wartime 
security, no one in his family knew he 
was injured and suffering.

Several years ago, the Daughters of 
the American Revolution and the City 
of Jacksonville Beach joined forces to 
install a memorial honoring those 19 
dead American heroes. It is located at 
Oceanfront Park. 

Scott A. Grant is a local historian and 
author. By day, he is a fiduciary asset 
manager with Standfast Asset Mgmt. 
He welcomes your comments at scottg@
standfastic.com.

Newcomers group welcomes new members

PopHistoryHear her voice: Finding hope for 
military women 
By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com 

When Lynn Geiser left the military in 
2004, she found herself homeless, un-
employed, and lacking in resources. She 
fought for years to get healthy and finally 
reclaim her life. 

“I lost my voice, my integrity, but I did not 
lose my dignity,” said Geiser, who served in 
the U.S. Army from 1993 – 2004. 

She discovered a new purpose — helping 
other military women find help and, most 
importantly, hope. 

Geiser started the St. Augustine-based 
not-for-profit organization called Hope 4 
Veterans three years ago. The organization 
assists military women in seven Northeast 
Florida counties, helping both active and 
inactive military women, with 250 women 
served in the last two years. 

“We want to give hope to our military 
women,” said Geiser, Hope 4 Veterans 
CEO. “We are not a mental health pro-
vider. Our goal is to bring women out of 
isolation, prevent suicide and preserve hon-
or. We connect with our sisters, and then 
they start to tell us what is really wrong 
and what they need.” 

Hope 4 Veterans serves women through 
three programs: Peer 2 Peer Sister, Laptop, 
and Financial Assistance. The Peer 2 Peer 
Sister Program uses mentors — other mili-
tary women — to help participants learn 
about self-care, resources and just being 
a sister. Refurbished laptops are provided 
to women veterans in the state of Florida 

seeking technology for school or business 
or if they are just isolated from resources. 
Financial assistance is offered through gro-
cery gift cards in collaboration with food 
banks along with gas gift cards and utility 
assistance. 

Geiser said the response she receives from 
those helped by the assistance is heart-
warming and cathartic. 

One woman, who wished to remain anon-
ymous, said that Hope 4 Veterans got her 
family through a very difficult situation. 

“The support received not only eased the 
burden we were facing, but the simple fact 
of knowing someone was there and happy 
to help was the greatest gift of all.” 

Military veteran Lizajo Montgomery said 
last November she spent the last of her 
savings to move herself and her grandchil-
dren to the Jacksonville area. The children 
had been living with her for about eight 
months prior to the move. Christmas was 
nearing, and Montgomery said she needed 
help with toys and food. She learned about 
Hope 4 Veterans from her sister, so she 
reached out. 

“I would have never imagined all the won-
derful gifts that were given to the children, 
including clothing, toys, and shoes. These 
are things that I could not afford with the 
move,” said Montgomery. “And the awe-
some thing about them is that they keep 
on giving. They email, text, and even call 
to check on the kids; the support has never 
stopped.” 

Hear her voice cont. on pg. 17
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Capt. David Lifka

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  Email Martie 
Thompson at  editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

David Lifka remembers fishing with his 
father starting at the young age of four. 
Of his two brothers and a sister, he said he 
was the one who enjoyed it the most and 
so he spent many hours fishing the beach, 
the Intracoastal Waterway and the Florida 
Keys from his home in Hollywood, Fla., 
with his dad. At the age of nine, the family 
moved to Jacksonville and settled in the 
Goodby’s Creek area — which became 
Lifka’s new fishing ground. His dad also 
took him out in the St. Johns River as 
far as Mayport to fish. It’s been a lifelong 
passion and one that he plans to continue, 
even upon his retirement to the Flagler 
County area … just another new place to 
drop in a line.

Q: What was your career and how were 
you able to balance fishing with work-
ing? 
A: I’m now retired from the Florida Air 
National Guard. I used to work the night 
shift and so I would get up and fish until 
1 p.m., haul the boat out of the water and 
take it and any fish I caught to work. Then 
I’d get off at midnight and take the boat 
and the fish back home — then get up the 
next day and repeat. After I retired I got 
my captain’s license and worked as a fishing 
guide for about 15 years. I used to take vis-
iting missionaries from overseas out fishing 
as a part of a church retreat. One time I had 
the opportunity to take a missionary from a 
northern Africa desert country out fishing. 
He had never seen an ocean, a river, a fish 
or a crab. He managed to hook a blue crab 
and reached over and started to just pick it 
up. We were able to get him to stop before 
he was pinched! 

Q: How did you meet your wife, Sherry? 
A: She was introduced to me by my 

brother. I was looking for a fisher-
woman and when we were dating 
I took her deep sea fishing in 
the Keys. She managed to 
hook herself in the arm 
somehow — and she 
was brave enough 
to let the captain 
of the vessel pull 
the hook out. I 
knew I’d found 
the right one 
for me. We’ve 
been married 
for 27 years 
and have a son 
and a daugh-
ter and two 
grandsons.

Q: What is 
your favorite 
spot to fish? 
A: Wherever 
I can — off a 
dock, off boats. 
I’ve fished the St. 
Johns River as long 
as I have lived here and 
I return to the Keys as 
often as I can because I love 
fishing there. I also enjoy surf 
fishing, maybe even more so now 
because it’s so easy. I can just throw out 
a line.

Q: What are your favorite fish to catch? 
A: I guess it depends on where I am. In the 
river, I like redfish; in the Keys, I like yel-
lowmouth snapper; and in the surf, I like 
whiting. I eat all of them. We always have 
fish in the freezer. 

Q: How did you decide to write a fish-
ing column for The CreekLine? 
A: In all my years fishing, I’ve read so 
many articles. I would read them and 
wonder how people could come up with 

three
CONVENIENT

LOCATIONS!

JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE • 112-203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK • ST JOHNS, FL 32259
ORANGE PARK OFFICE • 1584-B KINGSLEY AVENUE • ORANGE PARK, FL 32073

ATLANTIC OFFICE • 12740-12 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD • JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225 

Ready. Set. 

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.

Dr. Aylin Mazzuoccolo

ORTHODONTIST

904.264.KIDS | 264KIDS.COM

to schedule a CONSULT
Call or visit us online:

Photo courtesy Sherry Lifka

Capt. David Lifka

Editor’s Note: This issue con-
tains the final fishing report by 
Capt. David. Read his farewell 

column on page 20.

*Register Now for 2022-2023 Classes 
Fall classes begin August 1st

*Now registering for Summer Camp
Starting June 6th - August 5th.

Full week $275.00 Daily rate $60.00

Geiser said Hope 4 Veterans will soon start 
a therapeutic art program that will be of-
fered every two weeks for three months and 
cooking classes. This will include a meet 
and greet, wine tastings and art shows.

Upcoming events include the Women’s 
Veteran Conference on June 4 and a 
Soldiers Freedom Outdoor event on June 
25 for Military Family Day in Melrose 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. This will include 
outdoor activities such as boating, skiing, 
swimming, and kayaking plus games for 
children and breakout sessions for adults. 
Everything is free except for horseback rid-
ing ($25 per person) and the optional food 
truck. Hope 4 Veterans will sponsor the 
food and drinks for this event. 

For more information, contact Geiser at 
lgeiser@hope4veterans.org or call (920) 471-
2119. 

[Author’s note: Geiser said that Hope 4 
Veterans is always in need of baby sup-
plies, household goods especially tall dressers, 
upgradeable laptops and family support/
donations at Christmas (sponsor a family). 
Each year, Hope 4 Veterans puts together a 
very personalized donation package for each 
family. Last year, there were five sponsors and 
17 families.]

Hear her voice cont. from pg. 16

so many ways to talk about the same 
thing over and over. Then I thought, 
well, I have the knowledge to do that. 
And I thought it might be a fun thing 
to do. So, I inquired about the column 
and the rest is history.
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Community Marketplace 
Call (904) 886-4919 for 

advertising rates

• Driveways

• Pavers

• Patios
Catering to the needs of the

homeowner since 2002

• Walkways

• Concrete Removal

• Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

www.floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential - no project too small

www.itpromise.com

Serving St Johns and 
Mandarin since 2003

Managed Services
Data Backup solutions
Security: Firewalls, Virus protection, 
Email �ltering
Business Continuity & Disaster 
Recovery Planning
Website Development
Residential Services

2013 Small Business Leader
of the Year Jax Chamber

We take care of your I.T. 
so you can focus on your business

904.287.2254

Market your 

business for 

only $60* 

per month

*12 ISSUE RATE

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

Did you know? 
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

If the 1927 song, “I Scream, You Scream, 
We All Scream for Ice Cream” by Howard 
Johnson, Billy Moll and Robert A. King is 
correct, then the world has been a noisy place 
for quite some time. Though the exact origins 
of ice cream are unknown, historians agree 
this popular treat has been around for a very, 
very long time. The International Dairy Foods 
Association says the origins of ice cream may 
reach as far back as the second century B.C. 
Though he wasn’t around back then, the fifth 
Roman Emperor Nero, who ruled from 54 
to 68 A.D., might have been so fond of iced 
treats that he routinely sent runners into the 
Apennine Mountains to retrieve snow that 
he would then flavor with fruits and juices. 
That tale might be apocryphal, but there’s 
no denying ice treats have been enjoyed for a 
long time. And based on a 2018 report from 
Grand View Research, Inc. that projected the 
global ice cream market would reach roughly 
$79 billion by 2025, it’s fair to say ice cream 
will remain popular for a long time to come 
as well.

FICTITIOUS NAME REGISTRATION
 
Notice is hereby given that the under-
signed pursuant to the Fictitious Name 
Statute, Chapter 865.09, Florida Statutes, 
will register with the Division of Cor-
porations, Department of State, State of 
Florida upon receipt of this notice, the 

Under which (I am) (we are) engaged in 
business at address that the (party) (par-
ties) interested in said business enterprise 
is as follows:

MEP PR, LLC

Code Wiz of St Johns

711 Banchory Ct.

St. Johns Florida 32259

St Johns County

Call us today for a free evaluation and estimate!

Tree Removal | Tree & Shrub Pruning | Storm Preparation | Stump Grinding
Tree & Landscape Assessment | Plant Healthcare | Emergency Services

Licensed • Insured • Worker’s Comp

904-719-8499
neflorida@whymonster.com • whymonster.com/NFL
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Please RSVP by July 4th
Cancellations by July 5th

Jo (904) 860-4008 (or text) 
Email: jo.swallow@comcast.net

Time Out FloridaTime Out Florida

 
PRESENTED BY:

PEGGY JOHNSON
AUTHOR, FASHION

ENTREPRENEUR, CARRIED
FASHION INTO

THE 21ST CENTURY WITH AN
UPDATED VIEW

 

PETUNIA PATCH  "FASHION  SHOW"
Enjoy a relaxing event with the latest fashions 

from New York, Dallas, California

Presented by St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra, Jacksonville,
Fl Women's Connection. Affiliated with Stonecroft.org

Renaissance Hotel 
World Golf Village Resort

500 South Legacy Trail
St. Augustine, Fl  32092

Saturday July 9th  10 -11:30A.M.
$25 for Program - brunch buffet included

NETWORKING 

OPPORTUNITIES !

Guest Speaker: Gaye Martin
Summerfield, Fl

At a black tie event
in a brown suit

EDUCATION

Train online to do medical bill-
ing! Become a Medical Office 
Professional at CTI! Get trained & 
certified to work in months! 888-
572-6790. The Mission, Program 
Information and Tuition is located 
at CareerTechnical.edu/consum-
er-information. (M-F 8-6 ET)

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real 
insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info 
kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy us-
ers! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Down + 
Low Monthly Pmt Request a 
free Quote. Call before the next 
power outage: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule free LeafFilter 

estimate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of 
data/mo. Ask how to bundle 
& SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. 1-855-364-3948

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional in-
stalls. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veter-
ans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you 
live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! 
Unlimited Data is Here. Stream 
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free 
Installation.  Call 866-499-0141

Looking for assisted living, 
memory care, or independent 
living? A Place for Mom sim-
plifies the process of finding 
senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-844-428-0445 today!

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. 
Consultation, production, promo-
tion & distribution. Call for free 
author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

Paying top cash for men's 
sportwatches! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV 
w/unmatched clarity. TV Ears 
Original - originally $129.95 - now 
w/this special offer  only $59.95 
w/code MCB59! 1-888-805-0840

Aloe Care Health medical 
alert system. Most advanced 
medical alert product on the 
market. Voice-activated! No 
wi-fi needed! Special offer w/
code CARE20 for $20 off Mobile 
Companion. 1-855-341-5862

Hero takes stress out of man-
aging medications. Hero sorts 

& dispenses meds, sends 
alerts at dose times & handles 
prescription refill & delivery 
for you. Starting at $24.99/
month. No initiation fee. 90-day 
risk-free trial!  1-855-993-3217

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. Promo 
Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516

The Generac PWRcell solar 
plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce reliance 
on grid, prepare for outages & 
power your home. Full installa-
tion services. $0 down financ-
ing option. Request free no 
obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Vivint Smart security. Profession-
ally installed. 1 connected system 
for total peace of mind. Free profes-
sional installation! 4 free months 
of monitoring! Call  to custom-
ize your system. 1-833-841-0737

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to 
has purchased the above clas-
sifieds. Determining the value 
of their service or product is 
advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers 

do not offer employment but 
rather supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order sell-
ing and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circumstance 

should you send any money in 
advance or give the client your 
checking, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also beware 
of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and 
note that if a credit repair com-

pany does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based 
in US dollars. Toll free numbers 
may or may not reach Canada.

Job Finder:
Are you already in the Childcare field or do you need a career change? Call now to 
inquire about our current part and full-time job opportunities. We are a family owned 
and operated Childcare/Learning Center located in Saint Augustine.  (904) 940-9410

Now Hiring!  Two part time positions available at S& J Nursery.  General outdoor nurs-
ery work.  Pay according to skill/experience.  Call Charles at 904-545-4022

Do you want to prepare quality meals, grow your career and enjoy top-tier benefits? 
Come work with us! River Garden is currently seeking a cook to join our dining 
services team. Call HR 904-288-7852

Looking for an exciting new career? Join our LifeSouth team and help save lives right 
here in your community! Visit lifesouth.org/careers for all open positions.

Now Hiring!  Two part time positions available at S& J Nursery.  General outdoor nurs-
ery work.  Pay according to skill/experience.  Call Charles at 904-545-4022

Dad’s Day dining he’s 
bound to love
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Father’s Day is an oppor-
tunity to shower Dad with 
extra love and attention. 
Special outings and heartfelt 
gifts typically are part of the 
celebration. Some children 
may want to go above and 
beyond by whipping up a 
meal that Dad is sure to en-
joy — particularly a father 
who spends his fair share of 
time by the stove or in front 
of the grill.

Individuals may be quick 
to think steaks or chicken 
when considering grilled 
fare, and these foods cer-
tainly can be delicious of-
ferings; however, juicy and 
flavorful lamb also tastes 
great when cooked on the 
grill. This recipe for “Lamb 
Chop Lollipops with Jala-
peño Mustard” from “Jon 
Bonnell’s Texas Favorites” 
(Gibbs Smith) can be eaten 
by hand right off the bone 
when tailgating with Dad or 
served more traditionally at 
home with the family.

Lamb Chop Lollipops with 
Jalapeño Mustard
Serves 6-8

2 frenched* racks of lamb (8 
bones each) 
1 sprig fresh rosemary 
2 tbsp. Chinese hot mustard 
3 cloves garlic, minced 
1 ½ tsp. kosher salt 
½ tsp. freshly ground black 
pepper 
2 tbsp. olive oil

Jalapeño Mustard
1 sprig fresh rosemary 
8 tbsp. Dijon mustard 
1 fresh jalapeño, seeded and 
diced 
Juice of 1 lemon

* Frenched refers to meat cut 
away to expose part of the 
bone.

Rinse the racks of lamb 
lightly under cold water. Pat 
dry with paper towels, then 
cut into individual chops by 
cutting between the bones. 
Strip the rosemary leaves 
from the stem and chop; 

discard the stem. Combine 
the hot mustard with the 
garlic, salt, pepper, oil, and 
half of the chopped rose-
mary. Rub the lamb chops 
with this mixture and let 
them marinate in the fridge 
for 2 hours before grilling. 
Grill or broil the lamb chops 
quickly to desired doneness. 
Serve hot with Jalapeño 
Mustard as a dipping sauce.

For the Jalapeño Mustard: 
Strip the rosemary leaves 
from the stem and chop; 
discard the stem. Combine 
the rosemary with the Dijon 
mustard, jalapeño, and lemon 
juice.

Pantry Raiders

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Lamb Chop Lollipops

We need you  
to be your  

neighborhood 
reporter!
Send us your 
community 

news.
editor@floridanewsline.com
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Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Capt. David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

Your Local Dance Experts

Adults-Teens-Kids
Beginner to Advanced 
Private and Group lessons

Call today to schedule your
FREE 

30 Minute 
Lesson!

Venue Rental

Visit our online Calendar and 
Class Schedule at 

www.AABDance.com

778 State Road 13, Suite 4
St Johns, FL 32259
904.679.5697

Ask About our
Wedding Packages

Private Parties, Weddings or Special Events
200 person capacity – 4,000 Sq ft

“I only want cremation.”

Call for pricing
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Come in and bring a 
loved one to receive:

•

 

FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
   Try it at home, work and play!

Introducing Oticon MoreTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.  

  
 

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman 

 

Audiologist /Owner

 

HEARING CENTERS

You're invited to try   
Oticon More RISK FREE  

Your Community Resource for Be�er Hearing

So sad to say, but this is my final and 
farewell article. When I was first given 
the opportunity to write this monthly 
article, I was asked to keep it around 
400 words. I was thrilled to think that 
this “bucket list” item had been offered 
to me, but 400 words seemed like an 
awful lot and I didn’t know if I could 
do it.

I wanted to share my passion for fishing 
with others. My hopes were that maybe 
just a little bit of this passion would 
be recognized by the readers enough 
to actually give fishing a try. I wanted 
families to know that fishing could be a 
family event.

When writing this article, I mostly 
targeted area fishing to let readers know 
what was available in our own back-
yards. That fishing didn’t have to be 
complicated or expensive, and that it 
was an activity that practically anyone 
could enjoy.

Often I tried to introduce the basics of 
catching the many different species of 
fish in our local waters, hoping by keep-
ing it simple, would encourage them to 
actually go out and give it a try.

If nothing else, I had hoped to just get 
people and families outdoors to see and 
experience how beautiful Florida is, 
and how they can enjoy Florida’s great 
outdoors with a fishing pole in hand.

In the beginning, 400 words seemed 
like an awful lot; however, it did not 
take long for me to learn that four 
hundred words was not near enough 
to express what I wanted to pass on to 
readers. Hopefully the articles were en-
joyed, somewhat helpful, and there are 
a few more folks and families that now 
enjoy fishing because of them.

My heartfelt thanks to Martie Thomp-
son, editor of The Creekline and 
Mandarin NewsLine, and all the read-
ers, for allowing me the past decade or 
more to write this article. Also, thank 

you to my dad, who 60 plus years ago 
started taking me fishing with him on 
weekends. We are now into the fourth 
generation of fishing families. Here’s to 
wishing everyone tight lines and God’s 
Blessings.

Fishing Report: Fishing should be re-
ally heating up in the St. Johns. With 
a similar weather pattern this year as to 
last year’s spring, fishing got really wild 
until late June when heavy rains slowed 
fishing for much of the summer. High 
salinities had everything biting, includ-
ing a large number of yellowmouths and 
even snook at the Buckman. Time to 
get out and give it a try and hope for a 
repeat.

Whether you catch one, some, or none, 
the family time spent fishing will last a 
lifetime. 

Photos courtesy David Lifka

Abram Carter, grandson.

[Editor’s Note: It has been our 
pleasure to feature Capt. David’s 
fishing articles for the past decade. 
He has provided fishing advice for 
thousands of readers over the years 
and hopefully has imparted his love 

for fishing and the outdoors. We 
wish Capt. David all the best as he 

sails on to his next adventure!]

Photos courtesy David Lifka

Ezra Carter, grandson.

Photos courtesy David Lifka

 Andrew Lifka, son.

Photos courtesy David Lifka

 Natalie Carter, daughter.
Photos courtesy David Lifka

Capt. David Lifka
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GardeningGardening By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Consider the soil

Tree Farm 
& Nursery

WE GROW PLANTS  —  WE KNOW PLANTS

Retail Nursery with over 18 acres and
more than 70 years of experience in plant care.  

Delivery & Installation Available
 904-522-1786  |  www.SJTreeFarm.com  

7280 SR 13 N. 32092

BUY ONE GET ONE 
FREE!

Up to 30 gallon

CRAPE MYRTLE SALE!
White Weeping Acoma

DougNunneryRealtor.com 

(904) 233-8731
Broker Associate & REALTOR®

Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS NOW OPEN

Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Florida's Number 1 
Youth Soccer Program

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley ArrandalE
mail@floridanewsline.com

It’s early May and I’ve been watching 
the ground become parched. Our rain 
gauge measures zero for the past week’s 
total, which is miserable enough, but it 
has been even longer without rain. I’ve 
been hand-watering the Simpson’s stop-
pers (Myrcianthes fragrans) and Darrow’s 
blueberries (Vaccinium darrowii), which 
were planted less than a year ago. A 
length of soaker hose around the Shu-
mard oak (Quercus shumardii), which 
has been in the ground a little longer, 
will give it a long slow drink when 
needed. Last year’s perennial wildflow-
ers are holding their own with just a 
little help and I’m delighted to see them 
growing so well, but plants installed 
this spring need close attention. It’s a 
trade-off between using potable water 
in a landscape that I’ve been hoping will 
be able to survive drought periods and 
losing precious plants that would be 
costly to replace. 

Some wildflowers that have volunteered 
unexpectedly in my garden are the sort 
that probably get overlooked. They have 
small flowers and delicate foliage but 
are pretty nonetheless. Blue toadflax 
(Linaria canadensis, www.flawildflowers.
org/flower-friday-linaria-canadensis) 
first caught my eye about 25 years ago, 
flowering in the grounds of my daugh-
ter’s primary school. About a foot tall, 
it covered the field in a haze of lavender 
blue. About the same time, I found 
clasping Venus’ looking glass (Trioda-
nis perfoliata, www.flawildflowers.org/
flower-friday-triodanis-perfoliata) while 
browsing in a native plant nursery. 
It wasn’t for sale, but growing quite 
happily in a small display garden; the 
owner seemed to think I was a bit sad, 
for finding it so lovely! Oakleaf fleabane 
(Erigeron quercifolius) is a diminutive 
member of the aster family that I would 
also like to see in my yard. Its flowers 
can be white or lavender, with a yellow 
center, but the lavender is most appeal-
ing. These wildflowers are hosts and 
nectar sources for insects that we barely 
notice, but which are all part of a bal-
anced ecosystem.

Drought is a potent reminder to add 
compost and replenish mulch to en-
hance the ability of soil to hold water. 

Adding organic matter also supports the 
“SFW,” or the soil food web. If you’re 
unfamiliar with the term, it refers to 
myriad organisms that dwell in healthy 
soils. This article gives a very clear ex-
planation, and I encourage you to check 
it out: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publica-
tion/ss664.

During Earth Month I discovered a 
movie called “Kiss the Ground,” about 
regenerative farming. It was heartening 
to see how some farmers have employed 
techniques, including no-till sowing, to 
turn their businesses around. Back in 
the ‘90s, one farmer in the rural heart-
land suffered catastrophic crop losses 
for three or four consecutive years and 
decided things had to change. Now he 
runs a profitable mixed farm, takes no 
government subsidies, and has beautiful 
fertile living soil which enables him to 
do so. His land is also home to in-
numerable birds and other wildlife, as 
well as native plants. No mean feat. The 
answer is in the soil. 

For the homeowner, composting, 
mulching, leaving fallen leaves in 
place and grass cuttings on the lawn 
go a long way to building up soil. 
But, as with regenerative farming, 
an important step is to cut way back 
on chemical use and avoid physi-
cally disturbing the soil unnecessar-
ily. Every assault on the soil, which 
includes pesticide applications, 
reduces the numbers and the health 
of soil-dwelling organisms. Bacteria 
and fungi, as well as the tiny animals 
living in soil, together make it healthy 
and supremely able to support healthy 
plants. And healthy soils keep carbon 
in the ground — which is an absolute 
necessity if we are to rein in rising 
global temperatures.

Rethinking gardening from the soil up 
is fundamentally what we all need to 
do. 

As always, timely advice is available 
in “A New Leaf – Yard and Garden”: 
https://tinyurl.com/2p899u5c, and the 
Master Gardener Volunteer newsletter, 
“The Neighborhood Gardener”: https://
tinyurl.com/2p8bmajf. And there is 
also the UF/IFAS gardening calendar, 
https://tinyurl.com/3fyzv79w, to keep 
us moving along.

Tree Farm 
& Nursery

WE GROW PLANTS  —  WE KNOW PLANTS

Retail Nursery with over 18 acres and
more than 70 years of experience in plant care.  

Delivery & Installation Available
 904-522-1786  |  www.SJTreeFarm.com  

7280 SR 13 N. 32092

BUY ONE GET ONE 
FREE!

Up to 30 gallon

CRAPE MYRTLE SALE!
White Weeping Acoma
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We make 
advertising easy … 

Call today!
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Now Hiring
Nurturing

Teachers

If you have a passion for education, join the 
Deerwood team! We believe in rewarding  
the teachers who inspire our students, offering 
competitive pay, paid vacation, 401(k) and  
profit sharing programs, full dental and vision 
insurance, contribution to health insurance, 
and more at our two locations. 

Scan the QR code or visit 
DeerwoodAcademy.com/ 
Careers to learn more and 
apply today. 

Florida Department of Children and Families License # C07SJ0083 and C04DU053

– DeerwoodAcademy.com –

Where Learning Comes First

ST. JOHNS

904.230.8200
990 Flora Branch Blvd. • St. Johns, FL 32259

TOWN CENTER

904.807.9550 
7575 Centurion Pkwy. •  Jacksonville, FL 32256

Come Grow With Us

NOW H
IRIN

G

— Pre-S
chool

 &
 Cam

p C
ounselo

rs —

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD HEADQUARTERS FOR…

Printing 
Banners-Posters-Signs
Business Cards-Direct Mail
Packing & Shipping
Shredding
Faxing & Scanning
Mailbox Services
Notary Services
Passport Photos

St Augustine-World Golf Village #6113

52 Tuscan Way, Suite 202

St Augustine FL 32092 Locally Owned and Operated

904.940.0055
Store6113@theupsstore.com 

$5.00 off
any purchase of $25 or more

View our full menu and place your order online
at WillieJewellsBBQ.com!

Beer
& Wine

Available

Willie Jewell’s Old School Bar-B-Q
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Offer expires 6/30/22.

No cash value. Dine-In and Take-Out only. One coupon per Customer.

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH AND UBER EATS!

By Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN and Caroline Jury BS

Let us celebrate National Fruits and 
Vegetable month by putting the rainbow 
on our plates. 

Both fruits and vegetables are excellent 
sources of vitamins and minerals, fiber, 
and even water. Adding produce will 
make the plate more colorful, add a 

great taste, and provide additional health 
benefits. The challenge most individuals 
have these days is to get themselves and 
their families to eat these nutrient-dense 
foods. Here are some tips to encourage 
them: 

1.  Be a good example. Both adults and 
children learn more by observing their 
caregivers/peers; another person is more 

likely to eat them if they see you enjoy-
ing fruits and vegetables.

2. If you take your child(ren) grocery 
shopping, let them help you pick one 
or two vegetables or fruits for the week. 
This allows them to have shared deci-
sion making for meals and snacks that 
include produce. It may take a bit longer 
than your usual grocery run, but this 
will give your child(ren) a new apprecia-
tion of these healthy treats.

3. Eating fruits and vegetables for 
snacks, why not? Some examples in-
clude:

1. Celery sticks, carrots, bell peppers, 
broccoli, cauliflower, squash slices or 
peas with natural peanut butter, hum-
mus or a salad dressing of your choice. 
To add some sweetness, add some raisins 
in the mix.

2. Fruit slices or whole fruits (apples, 
bananas, avocado, mango, pineapple, 
papaya, melon)

4. Provide positive reinforcement by 
praising your child, friend, and family 
members when they eat fruit/vegetables, 

especially if they try something new. 

5. Try a new vegetable or fruit every 
time you go to the grocery store, or you 
can make it one to two a week. Another 
option is to visit a non-chain grocery 
store to see what varieties you may try. 
Some non-chain grocery stores include 
international markets (African, Carib-
bean, Spanish, Asian etc.)

Exploring the different colors of fruits 
and vegetables is an excellent way to put 
the rainbow on your plate. It adds color 
with a bonus of much-needed nutrients 
like vitamins and minerals to help our 
bodies be in their best condition, regard-
less of our age. So what color are you 
going to try today? You can also visit 
Florida Medical Association’s Healthy 
Living Toolkit to get more ideas of fruits 
and vegetable colors and their benefits: 
www.flmedical.org/Florida/Florida_Pub-
lic/Docs/Healthy-Living-Toolkit.pdf

Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN, 
CLC, FAND is an assistant professor in 
the Department of Nutrition and Dietet-
ics, Brooks College of Health, University of 
North Florida.

Nutrition Check: Celebrating fruits and vegetables

By Dianne Battle, Garden Club of Switzerland
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Garden Club of Switzerland rec-
ognizes Kenneth and Claire Van Till 
of 1045 Buckbean Branch Lane West 
for their excellent yard scaping. Lively 
splashes of color from mounds of yel-
low daisies bordered by dancing pink 

caladium invite the eye to the dark green 
foundation plants around the doorway. 
Cheerful and welcoming, their yard has 
earned the Garden Excellence Award for 
the month of June. If you would like 
to nominate a noteworthy yard, or are 
interested in being a part of the Garden 
Club of Switzerland, visit www.switzer-
landgc.org.

Garden of Excellence for June
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By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Majestic MoroccoTravelTravel

Retire in style at Starling!
Our residents are unique – and so are their lives. Starling’s 

that will keep you active, social and feeling right at home. 

Whether you’re sampling the gourmet dining options,  
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby,  
Starling is all about what matters: embracing life with friends, 
family and community. 

StarlingLiving.com  |  Assisted Living Facility #13109 | Follow us on Facebook

“ The staff are wonderful and there 
are lots of activities. It feels like 
I am at a resort — the pool is 
beautiful and big. I am happy  
I’m here and it’s perfect for me.” 
- Dorothy

Luxury senior living is just a call away.

Assisted Living & Memory Care
904.395.5046
999 Crosswater Pkwy
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Independent Living
904.395.5724
885 Crosswater Pkwy
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com 

I’m always excited to discover new des-
tinations, especially in my home state. 
Florida’s Forgotten Coast remains 
a relatively quiet, under-developed 
region on the southern tip of the 
Panhandle, below Panama City and 
Mexico Beaches. “Forgotten” because 
travelers bypassed the area due to the 
smelly paper mill. In 1999, the St. Joe 
mill curtailed operations, the smell 
disappeared, and the town reinvented 
itself. 

Today, you’ll find 244 miles of coastal 
shores, nearly empty powdery-soft 
beaches, and many water activities in 
Gulf County. While the drive from Jack-
sonville takes about five hours, it’s worth 
the effort. Gulf County makes an ideal 
place to relax and unwind.

Cape San Blas, located on St. Joseph 
Peninsula, rests on a 750-acre narrow 
stretch of land. It extends out from Port 
St. Joe and curves around St. Joseph 
Bay. The nine-mile-long state park offers 
some of the most dramatic sand dunes 
I’ve seen — towering about 15-feet 
high. Follow the path through the dunes 
on soft, sugar sand to reach the rolling 
waves of the Gulf of Mexico. The shim-
mering bay lies on the opposite side of 
this skinny land strip. Cabins and an 

RV park are currently being remodeled 
after the hard-hitting Hurricane Michael 
in 2018. Surf fishing is another popu-
lar option, as are the park’s hiking and 
nature trails. 

I stayed in a rental property named 
The Grove on Indian Pass, eight miles 
beyond Port St. Joe. The location al-
lowed both sunrise and sunset views 
and an easy walk to the beach. The 
“Old Florida” feel of the place provided 
a refreshing stay with all the comforts 
imaginable. The complex made me 
wish my extended family could join 
me. 

Any beginner kayaker or child will feel 
safe on the shallow waters of St. Joseph 
Bay. The bottom is clearly visible, and I 
spied scallops, whelks, starfish, and a ray 
among the seagrass. Also, off-road bik-
ing trails stretch along the bayfront. 

Those interested in horseback riding 
can trot along the beach during a sunset 
ride. The horses don’t go into the water, 
but the experience is undoubtedly 
memorable. 

Roasting marshmallows over an open 
fire ranks as tradition on many family 
vacations. As the sun sets, enjoy a beach 
bonfire without doing any work. Light 
Up Your Night crew will set up, light 
the fire, and return for clean-up. S’mores 

ingredients included!

The 1884 Cape San Blas Lighthouse was 
moved to Port St. Joe in 2014 due to its 
precarious position on the peninsula. 
Climb the 85-foot high metal structure 
to get some birds-eye views of the coast. 
While in Port St. Joe, try some fantastic 
restaurants famous for their local oysters 
and fresh-caught fish.

I made a short drive to Wewahitchka, a 
small town with a Seminole name, and 
took a pontoon boat ride on the Dead 
Lakes. Thousands of stumps were left in 
the water when the cypress trees were 
cut for the paper mill. Naturally, new 
trees grew around them, resulting in a 
haunting, mystical scene. Many trees 
reminded me of overgrown bonsai with 
artistically arranged branches supporting 
delicate foliage. 

Also in Wewa, as the locals call it, you’ll 
find local tupelo honey. The white 
tupelo tree’s blooms produce the most 
pleasing taste, and many of those trees 
grow in the Dead Lakes. Visit an apiary, 
talk to a beekeeper or watch the liquid 

gold bottled. 

Water is the theme of Gulf County, and 
it’s always close. If you’re looking for a 
beach, fishing, or boating vacation, your 
desires will be fulfilled. 

For info:VisitGulf.com

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read 
more of local travel writer Debi Lander’s 
stories and travel tips.

Finding Florida’s Forgotten Coast

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Cape San Blas Lighthouse in Port St. Joe.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

The dunes
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Finding the right primary care doctor can make all the difference  

in your overall health.

Baptist Primary Care has convenient locations throughout  

St. Johns County. Our highly rated physicians and staff put your 

health and safety first. Physician profiles and ratings are available  

at baptistprimarycare.net. Contact us today!

Looking for a new doctor? New to the area? 

Call 202-4YOU (4968) or visit 
baptistjax.com/request and 
we’ll help match you with the 
right doctor. 

© Baptist Health 2022

“ I can’t say enough   
 about my doctor  
 and the staff.”

500 SR 13 N. 
Behind McDonald's, 
Next to Primrose
904-217-7326

2430 Blanding Blvd 
904-267-1900

2560 US Highway 1 S.
St Augustine, FL 32086
904- 203-1390

5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

3575 US Highway 17
904-458-4997

Come see us before your next road trip!Come see us before your next road trip!
$25 OFF
$50 OR MORE PURCHASE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes oil change.

$50 OFF
ANY SET OF TIRES
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$30 OFF
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$5 OFF
ANY OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$24.99
CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

“Servicing Every Customer Like 
They’re FAMOUS!”

Let Famous Automotive Professionals 
give you a 5-Star Service.

Experience  
a Taste of  

HarborChase

H A R B O R C H A S E  O F  M A N DA R I N 
904 . 5 8 4 .98 0 6

F I V E - C O U R S E ,  
P R I X  F I X E  

F I N E  D I N I N G


