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Julington Creek
Elementary
partners with
St. Augustine
Garden Club to
beautify school
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Photos courtesy Cara Beth Downs

St. Augustine Garden Club member Ellen Swain and
Julington Creek Elementary Vice Principal Jennifer
Sparks observe the fifth graders’ efforts.

Fifth graders at Julington Creek
Elementary have recently had the
opportunity to learn about community partnerships, grant writing and
gardening — all while beautifying their
school.
Students in teacher Cara Beth Downs’
gifted class became engaged in gardening upon receiving a grant from the
St. Augustine Garden Club to start a
hydroponic garden at the beginning
of this school year. They developed a
leadership team and began maintaining
the garden themselves.
“All leadership teams worked towards
a common goal and helped maintain
the tower garden, which included the
idea of Arbor Day and the love of our
environment and the need to protect
it,” Downs said.
This led to their interest in applying for
another grant offered by the Garden

Florida NewsLine

12443 San Jose Boulevard, Ste. 403
Jacksonville,FL 32223

Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid
Callahan, FL 32011
Permit No.4

Julington Creek cont. on pg. 17

QA
&

page 6

Q&A with St. Johns
County School Board
member
Beverly Slough

A Florida NewsLine Publication

page 17

page 24

Get to Know . . .
Amy Grimm

Puzzles

Field of
Dreams
celebrates
Opening Day

F

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photos courtesy Stephanie Triay

Brehanu Bergin running into home.

ield of Dreams held its 2018 Opening Day on Feb. 3, a chilly Saturday
morning at Aberdeen Park. In its
eighth season, the Field of Dreams is a
baseball league for children with special
needs. This year, there are 10 teams with
total of 154 players registered.

Daniel Saxton and Jake Matalobos with their buddies.

volunteers and parents also came out to
support the Field of Dreams.

There are two innings in each game and
each player bats each inning. The league
has games each Saturday until April
7, with no games on March 17 due to
Spring Break.
The Bartram Trail High School softball
and baseball teams came out to volunteer
as buddies for opening day. Many other

Hayden Chadwell having fun with his buddy.

Marywood library books get new life
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Marywood, the retreat center located off
State Road 13 in Fruit Cove, will be
undergoing renovations this
spring — including remodeling the library space
as a lounge for guests.
This will necessitate
the relocation of
more than 2,000
books and new
directory Matt
Achorn immediately thought of
donating them
to prisons.

that was dedicated to the late Monsignor
Madden and deserves to inspire
others.”

The honorable
Monsignor
Patrick Madden
had a rich life
in the United
States after
his ordination in
Ireland in
1953. He
served as
teacher
Located on the
to Bishop
St. Johns River,
Kenny,
Marywood was
chaplain to
built in the 1950s
Florida State
to host refugees from
University, the
Cuba. The property has
University of
evolved into a hospitality
Tennessee, Florida
inn for guests and retreats.
A&M University,
The library gave guests a
pastor to JacksonPhoto courtesy Tunu Ricketts
ville’s Assumption
resource of material on
Shawn Jamerson and Matt Achorn at Marywood.
and Sacred Heart
spirituality, religion, and
churches and
liberal arts.
served as consultant and translator to
“Marywood is not only a retreat center; it
Latin documents, assisting Archbishop
has a history of hospitality within in the
Hurley to Vatican II. After Madden’s
St. Johns community,” Achorn said. “The
passing in March 2004, Bishop Victor
library has a legacy of charity and hope

This season the league is in the process
of fundraising for a 7,850-square foot
boundless playground that will be accessible to children of all abilities. The
league’s goal is to open the $650,000 facility in 2020. There is a GoFundMe page
(www.gofundme.com/boundlessplaygroundsjc) where supporters may donate
to the cause.
Galeone, Bishop John Snyder and priests
of the Diocese of Saint Augustine commemorated a library at the Kelly Center,
the main office of Marywood. The library
includes books collected from the late
Madden and generous donors, as well as
art and personal stories of miracles and
loss in Christian life.
Father Tony Serba, who co-pastored with
Msgnr. Madden at Sacred Heart, recalls
“the man’s intelligence, humor could not
be matched by his humility...He was such
a soul and everyone loved seeing him
and being around him...He would be
humbled by the journey these books have
made from him, to Marywood and the
prisons...”.
Deacon “Corky” Hecht of St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church, who travels to four
prisons weekly, ministering to prisoners,
will oversee the collection’s transfer. He
visited with wardens from New River,
Florida State, Hamilton and Columbia
prisons, all of whom are happy to receive
the contribution from Marywood. Their
teams will work on moving the bookshelves, furniture and art from Marywood
back to the prisons.
Hecht said, “I go from cell to cell at each
visit. These inmates will look forward to
going to a breakout room and visiting the
new library. Those on death row have one
hour outside before the return their cells.
Marywood library cont. from pg. 27

It’s got to be Invisible Fence® Brand
We offer the latest technology
and training, with solutions that
are totally customized to your
pet, your home and your life.
Contact us today for a no obligation,
FREE in-home consultation.

©2017 Invisible Fence, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

FREE Install
Up to $300 OFF!

PROMO CODE: FC1803
Participating Dealers only.
Contact us for details. Expires 4/15/18.
Invisible Fence of the First Coast
FirstCoast@InvisibleFence.com
904-262-5100 | 800-266-1408
InvisibleFence.com
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Friends of Library offer college
test prep classes

The Bartram Trail Branch Library will
be holding ACT and SAT prep courses
March 13 – April 24 (excluding
Spring Break) on Tuesday evenings.
The ACT Prep Course will begin
at 5 p.m. and the SAT Prep Course
will begin at 6:30 p.m. Each class is
75 minutes long and enrollment is
limited. The courses are designed for
students who have already completed
or are enrolled in Algebra II. The cost
of each course is $45, which includes
the instructional classes and a practice
test. The practice test will be graded
and students will receive scores and
feedback that will help them prepare
for the actual tests. Enrollment packets
will be available at the Bartram Trail
Public Library Front Desk beginning
Feb. 12. These courses are scheduled
to be completed as close to the next
ACT and SAT test dates as possible;
the next ACT test is June 9 and the
next SAT test is May 5. Email Kelly at
folbtl@gmail.com with questions.

Scholarship available for St.
Johns County college students

The American Association of University Women (AAUW) of St. Augustine
is offering two $2,000 scholarships
to university/college students whose
residence is in St. Johns County. Both
male and female students who are
full-time undergraduates or graduates
at an accredited university/college with
at least a 3.0 GPA may apply. Visit
https://staugustine-fl.aauw.net/scholarship/ for more specific details and an
application form.

Owl and sunset talk at
Beluthahatchee

St. Johns County Parks and Recreation
has partnered with the Stetson Kennedy Foundation for a sunset owl talk,
to be held Friday, March 23 from 6
p.m. – 8 p.m. at Beluthahatchee Park,
1523 State Road 13 N. in Fruit Cove.
Attendees, who should bring their
own lawn chair, will enjoy the sunset at Beluthahatchee while learning
about its unique history with nature’s
evening symphony, including local
owls. For more information, or to preregister, contact AyoLane Halusky at
ahalusky@sjcfl or (904) 209-0348.

Creekside Theatre presents
“The Addams Family”

Students in Creekside High School’s
theatre department will present a lively
production of the musical comedy
“The Addams Family” on March 1,
2, and 3 and 7 p.m. and a matinee at
2 p.m. on March 3. The creepy and
kooky family hosts daughter Wednesday’s “normal” new boyfriend for
dinner and comedy ensues. Tickets
are sold at the door for $10 and the
community is invited to be entertained and support the arts in schools.
Contact Theatre Director Leia Fixel at
leia.fixel@stjohns.k12.fl.us for more
information.

Switzerland
Animal
Hospital

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Dr. Michael Bredehoeft

Dr. Christine Cunningham

Dr. Carla Rodrigues,
CCRP

Save on your Spring supply of
heartworm, flea and tick preventative:
Buy 6 NexGard, get 1 free!
Buy 6 Heartgard, get 1 free!
Please mention this ad to redeem offer.

Naturalist explains how to live
with snakes and gators
UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County
is partnering with St. Johns County
Parks Naturalist Kelly Ussia to present “Living with Snakes and Gators”
on March 14, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

take

at St. Johns County Extension
Auditorium, 3125 Agricultural
Center Drive. Snakes and alligators
are found throughout the state of
Florida, and may even be in your
backyard. Attendees will
learn about the various
species of snakes in
the area, unique
characteristics of both
snakes and
alligators, as
well as how
to live with
these native
neighbors.
Registration is
free, but pre-registration is required
at: https://snakesandgators.eventbrite.ca.

(904) 287-2527
Companion Animal and
Laser Surgery Center

Our mission is to provide
exceptional veterinary care
in a compassionate
and professional environment.

www.switzerlandanimalhospital.com
1430 State Road 13 N (At Roberts Road)

QUALITY CARE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
LOCATED CLOSE TO HOME ON CR210, ORTHOPAEDIC ASSOCIATES OFFERS CARE FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN.
GIVE US A CALL TODAY AND ENJOY THE CONVENIENCE OF SAME & NEXT DAY APPOINTMENTS.

3055 CR-210 West, Suite 110 | St. Johns, FL 32259
904-825-0540 | www.oastaug.com
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1st

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 14-7
7:30 p.m.
St. Augustine Yacht Club near the St. Augustine
Lighthouse
(904) 460-0243

2nd

Rotary Club of St. Johns meeting
7:30 a.m. (repeating event on Fridays)
St. Johns Golf and Country Club Clubhouse
www.rotarystjohns.org

3rd

Fifth annual Run with a Mission 5K, 10K
1-mile fun run benefiting Faithful Servant
missions in Costa Rica
8:30 a.m.
Nocatee Greenway Trails
runsignup.com/runwithamission

5th

Sixth annual National MS Awareness Week
silent auction
6 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Bogey Grille, 150 Valley Circle
Free / open to the public; (904) 285-7686
Current Events Discussion Group
10 a.m. (repeating event on Mondays)
Donovan’s Irish Pub, US Highway 1
adsilby@yahoo.com

6th

St. Augustine/Jacksonville Newcomers
Club Trivia evening/dinner
6 p.m.
Contact Lea for name of St. Augustine restaurant and to be added to attendee list
(904) 829-0643 or (904) 814-9612
Happy Hookers crochet group
6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Bartram Trail Branch Library
(904) 827-6960
World Golf Village Toastmasters
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
First Florida Credit Union, 1950 County Road
210W
Worldgolfvillage.toastmastersclubs.org

8th

Palencia Bridge Club plays Party Bridge
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. (repeating event on Thursdays)
Donovan’s Irish Pub, 7440 US Highway 1
Diane Tamplin, (904) 808-7326
Rotary Club of Bartram Trail
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. (repeating event on
Thursdays)
Westminster Woods, 25 State Road
lancedmalcolm@gmail.com
Shorebird Walk at Matanzas Inlet with St.
Johns County Audubon Society
9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Matanzas Inlet West Parking Lot, 8655 A1A S., St
Augustine
www.stjohnsaudubon.com

2

3

10th

St. Johns Chapter of the Catholic Writers
Guild featuring Dan Costello, “How to Give
and Receive a Critique”
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
St. Paul’s Catholic Church school auditorium,
2609 Park St.
www.dosafl.com/outreach/catholic-writersguild/ or writerrod@comcast.net
Friends of the Library Book Sale
9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Bartram Trail Branch Library
(904) 827-6960

12th

The Northwest United for Progress Club
meeting featuring Dr. David D. Jaffee,
“Neoliberalism, Economic Crisis and
Trumpism”
7 p.m.
2777 Race Track Road (NE corner of Race Track
and Flora Branch)
nwsjcp@gmail.com
4-H Science Club
5 p.m. – 5:45 p.m.
Bartram Trail Branch Library
(904) 827-6960

13th

Bartram Trail Newcomers and Women’s
Club luncheon featuring First Coast
Highlanders Pipe and Drum ensemble
11 a.m.
St. Johns Golf and Country Club
RSVP by March 6, bartramtnc@gmail.com

14th

St. Johns CARES Kids meeting
6:45 p.m.
Primrose School, 785 Crosswater Pkwy.,
www.stjohnscares.org
LEGO Club for Kids
3 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Bartram Trail Branch Library
(904) 827-6960

15th

Attracting birds to your yard with native
plants, presented by Florida Naturalist
Gary Whiting
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Wild Birds Unlimited Store, 450 State Road 13N
Limited free seating, call (904) 230-3242 to
reserve

17th

Vilano Bridge 5K and 10K
8 a.m.
North Shores Community Center, Vilano Beach
www.1stplacesports.com/races/vilanobridgerun
Ancient City Chapter of Florida Writers
Association features Rik Feeney
10 a.m.
Main Library, 1960 U.S. Highway 1, St. Augustine
http://fwaacc.com/

April 14 About Boating Safely course
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Palm Valley Community Center, 148 Canal Blvd.
RSVP to U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 14-4, (904) 955-7077
April 21 Duck Race — Making a Splash for Autism
9:30 a.m. gate opens/race at 10:30 a.m.
Adventure Landing, 1944 Beach Blvd.
https://jaxduckrace.org
April 21 McGala 2018 to benefit Ronald McDonald House
6 p.m.
www.RMHCJacksonville.org/events/mcgala

save the date!

S

Mar.

around town

April 21 14th annual Katie Ride, benefiting the Katie Caples Foundation’s organ
donor education and awareness raising programs
7:45 a.m.
Atlantic Recreation Center, Fernandina Beach
https://katiecaplesfoundation.donordrive.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.
event&eventID=535

April 30 Katelyn’s Champions for St. Jude Golf Classic
10:30 a.m.
St. Johns Golf and Country Club
www.stjude.org/get-involved/find-an-event/dinners-and-galas/katelyns-champions.html
Fruit Cove Cruise In sponsored by
Sunshine State Chevelles
4 p.m. – 8 p.m.
PDQ parking lot, 194 State Road 13
Repeating event on third Saturday of each
month (904) 827-6960

17th – 18th

Jacksonville Orchid Society show and sale
10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Saturday; 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sunday
The Garden Club of Jacksonville, 1005 Riverside
Drive
Jaxorchidsociety.org

18th

Bartram Trail Newcomers trip to
Alhambra, “Little Shop of Horrors”
2 p.m.
RSVP Joan Bleacher, jbleacher@comcast.net

19th

All Star Quilt Guild
9:45 a.m.
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd.
www.orgsites.com/fl/allstartquiltguild or (904)
502-5254

20th

North Business Council of the St. Johns
County Chamber of Commerce
8 a.m. – 9 a.m.
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek, 25
State Road 13
Register at www.sjcchamber.com or call (904)
829-5681
St. Johns CARES meeting
7 p.m.
Bartram Academy, 164 Everest Lane, Ste. 1
www.stjohnscares.org

Newcomers of North St. Johns luncheon
featuring Master Gardener Dottie Hudson
11 a.m.
Club Continental, 2143 Astor St., Orange Park
RSVP by March 12, sjaird@comcast.net
First Coast Card Club – adult card players
1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
St. Augustine Main Library, 1960 Ponce de Leon
Blvd.
(904) 829-0643

22nd

National Association of Railway Business
Women (NARBW) with guest speaker
Alicia Sullivan of Leading Source Property
Solutions
6 p.m.
Location TBD
RSVP: (904) 945-0943 or narbiejax14@yahoo.
com

27th

First Coast Card Club – adult card players
1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
St. Augustine Main Library, 1960 Ponce de Leon
Blvd.
(904) 829-0643

30th

Helping Hands of St. Johns County
10 a.m.
First Florida Credit Union, 1950 County Road
210W
jacqphil@aol.com

March 31st – April 1st

50th annual Mandarin Art Festival
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Mandarin Community Club, 12447 Mandarin
Road
www.mandarinartfestival.org

GET YOUR AD SEEN
by thousands of fans in our

Spectators Guide
to THE PLAYERS©
Championship.

Your ad
will reach
26,000+ fans
& potential
customers!
Advertising deadline is April 5.

Call (904) 886-4919 for rates and information.

&
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Your Vote Counts

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser
Eddie Creamer

Q: Short term rentals, especially
through services like Airbnb, are
becoming more and more popular. Can
you let us know if there are any tax or
property implications to renting out
one’s home?
A: Recently, St. Johns County moved
up to #11 in the state for revenues with
Airbnb, so certainly short term rentals are proving popular. The first thing
a homeowner must do before renting
out their home is to register with the
Tax Collector’s office, because all short
term rentals, even through Airbnb, are
required to collect and pay the county’s
bed tax. If they don’t, the property
appraiser is required by Florida statute
to lien the property for the amount of
taxes not paid plus a substantial penalty
and interest.
Q: What about if a property is
homesteaded?
A: If your property is homesteaded, you
still must pay the bed tax — and you
are subject to losing your homestead if
you rent out your home for too many
days per year. The statute says that in
order to maintain homestead, you can
rent your home for no more than 30
days each year or 60 days over a two
consecutive year period. Furthermore, if
you rent for more than six months in a
year, your property would be considered

By St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections Vicky Oakes

a commercial venture and taxed as a
business.
Q: What happens if you lose your
homestead?
A: Well, not only do you lose the deduction in assessed value, but you also
lose the 3 percent cap by which your
property value may increase in a given
year, along with the portability provision, which allows a homesteaded owner
to move up to $500,000 of the “Save
Our Homes” benefit from one Florida
home to the next.
Q: What is your suggestion if people are
interested in renting out their home on a
short term basis?
A: I recommend that they contact us at
the Property Appraiser’s office upfront
so we make sure they understand what
they are getting in to. We want to make
sure homeowners understand the ramifications and we can help them navigate
around the pitfalls.
Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you?
A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500.
It is open Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m.
– 5 p.m. Also, readers can email me
at Eddie@sjcpa.us or call me at (904)
827-5500.

2018 is already shaping up to be a busy
election year. Mark your calendars now:
the Primary Election is scheduled for
Aug. 28 and the General Election is
Nov. 6.
There will be a number of important
races on the ballot this year beginning
with the federal offices; Senator Bill
Nelson and Congressman John Rutherford’s terms are both ending. On the
state level, Florida voters will elect a
new governor and cabinet members.
State Rep. Cyndi Stevenson is scheduled
for reelection as are a number of judges.
Local offices that will appear on the
ballot are County Commissioners Seats
2 and 4, and School Board Districts 1,
3 and 4. All of the special districts such
as the St. Augustine/St. Johns County
Airport Authority, Anastasia Mosquito
Control District and St. Johns Soil and
Water Conservation Districts and all
community development districts have
board members up for reelection this
year. A detailed listing of those offices
can be found on our website, votesjc.
com, under the candidate information
section.

Elections ahead

A number of candidates have already
signed up to run for office. They are circulating petitions and have begun raising and spending money to bring about
their election to office. Candidates must
keep a separate bank account from their
personal monies for their campaigns
and file monthly reports with our office. These campaign reports are public
record and available on our website.
The Division of Elections accepts documents for candidates filing for multicounty and state offices. You can check
these list by visiting their website, dos.
myflorida.com/elections.
The deadline for candidates to file for
federal offices is May 4. State, county
and local candidates have a deadline of
June 22.
Once the June 22 deadline passes, we
will know which candidates will be on
the ballot in the Primary, and which
candidates will go directly to the General Election.
Visit votesjc.com often to see who is
signing up, and how races are shaping
up for the fall elections.

Schedule an appointment today!
is now

HEARING CENTERS

Your Community Resource For Better Hearing

FYI Contact Numbers
St. Johns County Local Government
(www.sjcfl.us)
Sheriff’s Office: (904) 824-8304
Sheriff David B. Shoar, dshoar@sjso.org
Julington Creek Field Office: (904) 209-2150
Property Appraiser: (904) 827-5500
Eddie Creamer, sjcpa@sjcpa.us
Supervisor of Elections: (904) 823-2238
Vicky Oakes, voakes@votesjc.com
Tax Collector: (904) 209-2250
Dennis Hollingworth, taxcollector@sjctax.us
Clerk of Court: (904) 819-3600
Hunter S. Conrad
St. Johns County Board of County
Commissioners
District 1: (904) 209-0301
Jimmy Johns, bcc1jjohns@sjcfl.us
District 2: (904) 209-0302
Jeb Smith, bcc2jsmith@sjcfl.us
District 3: (904) 209-0303
Paul Waldron, bccd3pwaldron@sjcfl.us

Audiologist/Owner

12276 San Jose Blvd., Suite 710 • Jacksonville, Florida 32223

StavermanHearingCenters.com • 904-262-5550

District 4: (904) 209-0304
Jay Morris, bccd4@sjcfl.us

Dollar Clothing & Jewelry Sale

District 5: (904) 209-0305
Henry Dean, bccd5hdean@sjcfl.us
St. Johns County School Board
(www.stjohns.k12.fl.us)
District 1: (904) 547-7510
Beverly Slough, beverly.slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us
District 2: (904) 547-7510
Tommy Allen, tommy.allen@stjohns.k12.fl.us
State of Florida Elected Officials
State House District 17: (904) 823-2300
Representative Cyndi Stevenson,
Cyndi.Stevenson@myfloridahouse.gov,
State Senate District 7: (386) 446-7610
Senator Travis Hutson
Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress District 4:
Representative John Rutherford, (202) 225-2501
U..S. Senate:
Senator Bill Nelson, (202) 224-5274
Senator Marco Rubio, (202) 224-3041

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

@

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Owner

Friday, March 2, 9am - 2pm
Saturday, March 3, 9am - 12pm
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Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.

At Staverman Hearing Centers, you will always
be heard. We believe great hearing care
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics
begins with listening to you and developing a
hearing health care plan that
solves your hearing loss while
meeting the needs of
your lifestyle and budget.

Schedule an appointment today!
StavermanHearingCenters.com
www.nemetzdental.com
(904) 262-5550

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman

We are in-network providers with Metlife, Delta, Cigna,
United Healthcare and most other PPO Plans.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223 (Between Sonny’s BBQ & CareSpot)
(904) 292-2210 • www.NemetzDental.com
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with Beverly Slough, St. Johns County
School BoardEye
Member,
District 1
Center

Creekline
4.9-inches
x 5.55-inches
well as no homework tonight or tests
Q: The date of this interview (Feb. 12) iswide as
actually the date of Family Knight. Can
you tell us a bit more about it?
A: This was the brainchild of Creekside
High School principal, Steve McCormick. He proposed a night that had all
sports, practices and clubs end at 5 p.m.

tomorrow in an effort to give families a
chance to eat dinner together, unplug
and reconnect. I’m happy that every
school in the Creekside feeder pattern
bought into the idea and are participating as well. McCormick hopes to make

EYE
CENTER
OF ST. AUGUSTINE

THE EYE SURGERY CENTER OF ST. AUGUSTINE
• Cataract & Lens
Implant Surgery

• Diabetic Eye Exams
Paul W. Hund, III, M.D.

Todd P. Thompson, M.D.

N. Patrick Hale, M.D.

• Glaucoma/Retinal
Disease
• All Eye Laser
Procedures

• Ophthalmic Plastic
Surgery
Russell W. Nelligan, M.D.* Michael A. Dagostino, O.D.
*Cornea Specialist

Todd S. Hockett, O.D.

1400 U.S. Highway 1 South
Just North of Target

• Optical Shop On
Premises

319 West Town Place, Suite 8
World Golf Village

(904) 829-2286

(904) 940-9200

Best Vision Center
10 Years

AAAHC Accredited
Surgery Center

ACCREDITED
ACCREDITATION
ASSOCIATION for
AMBULATORY
HEALTH CARE

Visit Us On The Web At www.eyecenterstaug.com

Board Certified Physicians Dedicated To The Care Of Your Eyes

this a once per semester event going
forward.
Q: What is the latest on the School
Board’s efforts to address the
overcrowding at Pacetti Bay Middle
School?
A: We are thinking out of the box on
this one. We plan to convert Mill Creek
Elementary to a K – 8 school with a
tiered opening starting next school year
when it will be a K – 6 school and then
K – 7 and finally K – 8 in the 2020
– 2021 school year. We were going to
build a middle school in this area, but
could not find any reasonably priced
land.
Q: What are the particulars as to timing
of construction and other details?
A: We are working on financing and
hope to have it fully approved next
month at our board meeting. Construction of a middle school academic
building, a gym and an expansion to the
cafeteria should begin in the summer/
early fall, with construction taking place
while students are on campus. This is
always challenging, but has been done
before. We expect completion prior to
the start of the 2019 – 2020 school year.
Amanda Riedl will remain as the principal. We have rolled out the idea to staff
and affected parents as of last week.
Q: Do you have any information as to
when or if a new high school will be built
soon?
A: We have land already donated for

a high school in the Twin Creeks area
near County Road 210 and US Highway 1. We will be retiring some 10-year
debt in 2021 and then we will have
more bonding capacity. I would imagine
that would be the time we would look
at building the high school.
Q: Do you have any legislative updates?
A: So far, nothing encouraging. Recall that we had a train bill, HB 7069
last year. Well, unfortunately there is
another one this year, HB 7055. It is
200 pages long and contains everything from soup to nuts. Speaker of
the House Richard Corcoran has tied
passage and adoption of the bill into law
to the funding of the education formula
for this year. I was pleased, though, that
Sen. Travis Hutson reached out and
asked us our concerns with the bill’s
contents. Similarly, Rep. Paul Renner
has asked for our input on HB 1, the
Hope Scholarship bill whereby students
who have been bullied may receive a
voucher to transfer to another school,
either a public school in the county or a
private school. As it stands now, once a
student qualifies for this, he or she gets
to keep it until graduation, but the bill
doesn’t provide for any investigation or
substantiation of bullying. I feel this
doesn’t give the school the opportunity
to address the root disciplinary problem.
Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at
(904) 547-7510.

Unveiling the New

Accidents

•

Collisions

Alzheimer’s Stamp!
A Presentation with the Alzheimer’s Association and the U.S. Postal Service

Thursday, March 8 | 6:30pm to 8pm
Our attorneys are here to help you right what’s wrong.
At Canan Law, our mission is to provide intelligent, creative and
successful legal services. We are serious trial lawyers, and we will
go to court to litigate legal issues that can affect your future.

As part of an effort to broaden awareness and raise funds to fight
Alzheimer’s, the U.S. Postal Service is releasing a new fundraising stamp.
Join us in the Loretto Courtyard at HarborChase for an unveiling of this
amazing commemorative stamp. You’ll enjoy a framed art presentation and
have the opportunity to participate in a Q&A session with the Alzheimer’s
Association. Complimentary food and beverages will be served.

Space is limited. For more information
or to reserve your spot, call today!
(904) 584-9806
12350 San Jose Blvd. | Jacksonville, FL 32223
(904) 584-9806
www.HarborChaseMandarin.com
1030 N. Ponce de Leon Blvd. • St. Augustine, FL 32084 • 904.824.9402

Independent & Assisted Living
Memory Care

Mandarin
ALF#13126

Jacksonville’s Premier Retirement Living Community
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with Jimmy Johns, St. Johns County
Commissioner, District 1
Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts • Probate • Guardianship

Over 20 Years Legal Experience

Q: Can you give us any additional
details on the recent approval by the
Board of County Commissioners for
document transmittal to Tallahassee for
the 999-home development known as
Grand Oaks (near State Road 16, south of
Murabella)?
A: First of all, we didn’t approve the
construction of these homes, we just allowed the developer to send documents
to Tallahassee for review by entities such
as the Northeast Florida Regional Planning Council, which is necessary due
to the size of the project. The applicant
had contacted us and asked for a meeting on the record to discuss items such
as traffic, EMS and parks/recreation
with representatives of all these departments present. We asked them to tell us
how they were going to address deficiencies in these areas.
Q: What is the next step?
A: The project will be reviewed at the
regional level, which should take about
three months, and if approved, it will
come back to the Board of County
Commissioners for approval. If the
developers don’t address all of our concerns regarding deficiencies, we won’t
approve the project.
Q: Do you have any updates on the
Durbin Park construction?
A: My understanding is the first phase
is on track to be open when State Road
9B opens near the end of this year. I’m
hearing a lot of positive feedback from
the community about looking forward
to not having to drive a long way to get
to these big box stores.
Q: What is the latest with the beach
renourishment issue?
A: This project is complicated because
coordination between local, state and
federal departments is required since so
many pieces of property are owned by
different entities and are right next to

each other. Beaches are part of the lifeblood of our community and we need
to address the issue of renourishment.
We just need to make sure what we do
is successful.
Q: So, what are some of the options?
A: What we approved was to allow the
TDC (Tourist Development Council)
to do more research on what it would
take to achieve our goals. We might
have a combination of Commissioner
Henry Dean’s proposal to raise the bed
tax by one cent, although it is concerning to me to do so without all the
details that point to success, and the
MSTU (municipal service taxing unit).
We haven’t enacted the final steps of the
MSTU, because we have been notified by staff that due to the decrease in
beachfront property values, we probably
wouldn’t be able to raise enough money
to achieve the goal of matching the
federal funds that are available. We will
have further discussion at an upcoming Board of County Commissioners
meeting.

904-665-0005

www.preddylaw.com
12627 San Jose Blvd. • Ste. 102 (Just north of the Julington Creek Bridge)

NON-DRUG TREATMENT
Use Neurofeedback to diagnose and treat:
• Depression • Anxiety • Cognitive Decline • ADD/ADHD •
• Migraine/Tension Headaches • Autism • Asperger Syndrome •
• Closed Head Injuries • Sleep Disorders • Hypertension •
• Toxic Exposures • Addictions •
Most Insurances Accepted

BIOFEEDBACK ASSOCIATES
of Northeast Florida

904.646.0054 www.biofeedbackassociates.com

Q: Do you have any other updates?
A: We have directed county staff to determine the cost of services we provide
on a per person basis — items such as
trash collection, library usage, lifeguards
at the beach, the golf course, equestrian
center etc., and then with this knowledge could let the public decide if they
want the county to continue to provide
these services. When people ask for a
service, they would know how much it
will cost taxpayers and can then decide
if it is worth it. This should take a few
months for staff to provide and we will
hold them accountable for accurate
numbers.
Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you?
A: Readers can email me at bcc1jjohns@
sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 615-7437.

Coming in April!
Advertise in our

SUMMER CAMP GUIDE
Ad deadline 3/12/18
904-886-4919
for ad rates

Ask about our

Wedding
Packages!

The Goddard School® uses its play-based
F.L.EX.® Learning Program (Fun, Learning
Experience) to introduce STEAM concepts
(science, technology, engineering, arts and
mathematics) to help children develop a strong
foundation for their future education and a
passion for STEAM learning.

Enroll today!
POWERED BY STEAM. FUELED BY FUN!

ENROLL TODAY!
SAINT JOHNS • 904-230-2002
100 Julington Plaza Drive
Youth and Adult Ballroom Dance Classes
(904) 679-5697 • 778 SR 13, #4 Saint John’s, FL., 32259
Located one mile south from Julington Creek Bridge

GoddardSchool.com
The Goddard Schools are operated by independent franchisees under a license agreement with Goddard Systems, Inc. Programs and ages may vary.
Goddard Systems, Inc. program is AdvancED accredited. License #C07SJ0053 © Goddard Systems, Inc. 2017
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Briefs
St. Johns County 2017 Employee
of the Year announced
Wendy Hicks, Solid Waste Manager,
was selected by the St. Johns County
Board of County Commissioners as the
2017 Employee of the Year. Hicks was
recognized for her dedicated service to
the residents of St. Johns County.

Photo courtesy St. Johns County

Wendy Hicks, St. Johns County Employee of the year

The award was presented at the annual
St. Johns County Employee Service
Awards Ceremony celebrating dedicated
staff with up to 35 years of service in
the county.

resident volunteers, is to increase awareness about the housing crisis facing the
youth in our community.
Want your neighborhood to be next?
Visit bit.ly/uwsjccampout to learn more.

Running of the Knights to be
held May 11

The Running of the Knights, the eighth
annual fundraising event benefiting
the Creekside Knights Athletic Booster
Club, is scheduled for May 11. The
event isn’t all about running; this community event will also feature socializing
with friends, playing games, checking
out the vendor booths, and listening to
music. Food available this year at the
Knight’s Feast includes Curly’s pulled
pork, Eckrich smoked sausage, and
Nathan’s Famous hot dogs. Every registered runner will receive a free ticket

United Way to host
neighborhood campouts

United Way of St. Johns County is
partnering with St. Johns Golf and
Country Club and South Hampton
neighborhoods to host community
campout nights in the month of March.
Neighborhood families, CDD members
and their guests are invited to pitch a
tent and campout under the stars. There
will be s’mores, an outdoor movie and
tons of fun!
The purpose of this fundraising event,
coordinated by United Way SJC and

Photo courtesy Leonard’s

A Centipede team crosses the finish line at the 2017
Running of the Knights.

to the Knight’s Feast and tickets will be
available to purchase for $5 prior to the
event or $7 the day of the event. Also
new this year, every 5K finisher will receive a custom medal in addition to age
group awards for the 5K and Fun Run.

Centipede teams can be formed now
for a chance to win prizes from seven
categories. Visit runningoftheknights.
com/registration to register for any of
the races. Volunteers are also needed,
contact Debbie Nievinski at chsknightsvol@gmail.com to sign up.

Volunteers honored at
Chocolate and Beyond

Chocolate and Beyond, a celebration of
chocolate, desserts, and other culinary
sensations, will be held Saturday, Feb.
24 from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. at First Coast
Technical College, 2980 Collins Ave. in
St. Augustine. Guests will sample chocolate and other delicious creations from
some of the area’s finest restaurants and
specialty shops, while enjoying contests
and a silent auction, featuring restaurant
gift certificates and tickets to attractions.
Guests will also cast their vote for the
People’s Choice Award winner.
This event, celebrating its 25th year, is
hosted by RSVP of St. Johns County.
Proceeds assist the program in recruiting, placing and recognizing volunteers
55 years and older as they mentor and
tutor students in the St. Johns County
School District, and as they assist in
preschool reading in the Head Start program and local child care centers. Last
year more than 600 students received
assistance from volunteers.
Tickets for Chocolate and Beyond are
$20 per person, and can be obtained by
online at www.rsvpstjohns.com.

Groundbreaking held for
Stephen R. Chapman Family
Community Campus

On Friday, Jan. 26, ground was officially broken on the Stephen R. Chap-

man Family Community Campus in
St. Augustine. The 16,550 square foot
campus, at 1373 Dixie Highway, will
consolidate all Community Hospice &
Palliative Care services for area residents
outside of the acute-care setting of its
Bailey Family Center for Caring inpatient center.
The campus will offer a variety of consumer- and health care provider-focused
educational programs, advance care

Photo courtesy Community Hospice & Palliative Care

Community Hospice & Palliative Care President and
CEO Susan Ponder-Stansel; Board Chair Fernando
Acosta-Rua; Steve and Christine Chapman; Community Hospice & Palliative Care Foundation Board
Chair Ray Driver; and St. Augustine/St. Johns County
Advisory Council Chair Katherine Batenhorst officially
broke ground on the Stephen R. Chapman Family
Community Campus on Friday, Jan. 26 in St. Augustine.

planning and community grief counseling and workshops, and community
meeting space open to local residents
and organizations.
The Chapmans, whose financial commitment has made the campus possible,
are co-leading a capital campaign to
raise at least $1.5 million to cover construction costs. For more information or
to support the
Campus, visit ChapmanCampus.CommunityHospice.com or call Donna
Morrow at (904) 407-6136.

18th Anniversary Sale
March 9th-11th

Sat. 11am-2pm - Refreshments Served

Drawings!

For Sugar Bear Gift Certificates!
Bring this ad to be eligible.

SALES!

Throughout the store on one-of-a-kind
items for you and your home.

Sugar Bear Antiques Mall

www.sugarbearmall.com

3047 Julington Creek Road | Jacksonville, FL 32223 | (904) 886-0393 | Open 7 Days a week | 10am-5:45pm

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.
Donald J. Levine, MD, Jaime Kibler, DO, and Katherine Wilson, PA-C, are
dedicated to your family’s health through every stage of life. They offer you and
your family a medical home, where you can enjoy an ongoing relationship with
your personal physician. Someone who will see you the same day if there’s an
urgent need and coordinate your care with an electronic medical record shared
across Baptist Health’s comprehensive network of providers. Convenient.
Caring. Connected. That’s changing health care for good.
Areas of expertise include:
• Sports/school physicals
• Immunizations
• Well child visits
• Preventive/GYN exams

• Disease management
• Minor skin lesion and mole removal
• Osteopathic treatment
• On-site lab

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.
Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
1400 Bishop Estates Road • St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.2794
baptistprimarycare.net

www.QualityEyeCareJax.com • (904) 374-6890
University of Florida Assistant Professor,
Hazem Samy, MD, FRCS.

Providing excellent care to patients in Jacksonville
and the surrounding areas, Dr. Samy’s unique
qualiﬁcations include:
• 25+ Years Experience in Ophthalmology
• American Board Certiﬁed Ophthalmologist
• Glaucoma Specialist - Fellowship Certiﬁed
• Neuro-Ophthalmologist - Fellowship Certiﬁed
Surgical And Medical Services Offered Include:
Cataract
Glaucoma
Double Vision
Peripheral Vision Defects
Optic Nerve Disease
Diabetic Eye Exam
Comprehensive Eye Exam

Accepting new patients!

Quality Eye Care
13241 Bartram Park Blvd. • Suite 1501-1505
Jacksonville, FL 32258
© Baptist Health 2016

Most insurance plans accepted. Call us today for your appointment.
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ST JOHNS
MarketInsight
Navigating the Mississippi
and the stock market
By Scott Grant
ScottGrant@StJohnsBusinessMonthly.com

The Mississippi River winds a treacherous and ever-shifting path through
the heartland of our great country.
Only experienced river pilots could
navigate this great highway of our
past. Samuel Langhorne Clemens
grew up working this river. He took
his pen name, Mark Twain, from a
river pilot’s signal for safe passage. A
stick would be put in the water to
find the bottom of the river and if
the water fell between two marks, the
measurement would be announced as
“Mark Twain.”
Twain had a joke about the stock
market.
“October,” he wrote, “This is one of
the peculiarly dangerous months to
speculate in stocks. The others are July,
January, September, April, November,
May, March, June, December, August,
and February.”
It is striking that, even in Twain’s
time, his audience already knew that
October was a dangerous month. The

joke doesn’t work unless the audience knows October is dangerous.
We know about October because of
October 1929, October 1987, and
October 2008. Mark Twain died in
1910. There was a big crash in 1907
that also struck in October, but Twain
wrote his famous line about crashes in
1894. The 1907 crash, often called the
“Knickerbocker Panic,” drove stocks
down 50 percent in three weeks and
led to the formation of the Federal
Reserve.
The most famous stock market crash
prior to 1894 occurred in September
of 1869. It was the original “Black
Friday.” Jay Gould was attempting to
corner the gold market and he had
inside help from the Treasury. Everything went awry when the Treasury
sold $5 million of bullion, driving
the price down $25 per ounce and
ruining many speculators. Historically,
more panics or crashes have occurred
in September than in October, yet it
is October that often leaves investors
quaking with fear. I do not know why.
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on the other hand, the market begins
to move up slowly over time, then
this is just a short correction and it
presents an opportunity.

I would ask Mark Twain, but he has
been dead for over a century.

There is a difference between a correction and a crash. Corrections tend
to be short, violent events within a
Smart investors will not panic. They
bull market. They tend to come out of
will, instead, look for opportunities.
nowhere and end quickly. They are, in
Scott A. Grant is President of Standessence, an interruption in a bull marfast
Asset Management in Ponte Vedra
ket. A Wall Street adage suggests that
Beach.
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Prudential Financial Planning Services
Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP®, CLTC
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License Number 0E93910
701 San Marco Blvd, Jacksonville, FL,
32207
904-313-4553
Comprehensive Financial Planning
Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco),
doing business as Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client
agreement. Offering insurance and securities products and services as a registered representative of
Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies. 0223493-00005-00

■

■

Retirement Planning

■

Estate Planning Strategies

■

Life Events Strategies

■

Business - Executive Services

■

Wealth Preservation Strategies

Mark Hoffman
Financial Advisor
Vice President - Investments
2841 County Road 210 West
St. Johns, FL 32259
Direct: (904) 230-6304
mark.hoffman@wellsfargo.com

Mo

Beth Shealy
Financial Advisor
13750 Old St. Augustine Rd.
Jacksonville, FL 32258
Direct: (904) 367-4677
beth.shealy@wellsfargo.com

www.hoffmanshealy.wfadv.com

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC and Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC, Members SIPC, separate registered
broker-dealers and non-bank affiliates of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2016 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. CAR # 0417-02785

Making
Mortgages
Easier
Every Day
Ian B. MacDonald | Construction Perm Loan Specialist | NMLS ID: 546443
904.626.0353 (C) | ian.macdonald@regions.com
130 St. Johns Commons | St. Johns, FL 32259
Specializing in:
• Construction/Renovation Perm Financing
• Doctor/ Dentist/ Medical Professional
Home Loans
• VA Home Loans
©2014 Regions Bank. Member FDIC. Subject to qualiﬁcation, required documentation and
credit approval. Certain exclusions may apply. Loan terms and availability subject to change.
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St. Johns County Economic Development: PGA TOUR,
Inc. announces new global home in St. Johns County
By Melissa S. Glasgow
mail@floridanewsline.com

In January 2018, the PGA TOUR,
Inc. formally announced their decision
to expand their presence in St. Johns
County and build their new global
home. This move will consolidate area
employees under one roof in Ponte Vedra Beach once construction is complete
on the new building in 2020.
The building is designed by Londonbased architectural firm Foster + Partners, designer of Apple’s headquarters
among other worldwide projects. With
thoughtful intention, the building is
a symbolic structure for the organization, as it will be surrounded by a large
lake, akin to the iconic Island Green
17th hole at TPC Sawgrass in its own
backyard.

and externally, for their new corporate headquarters operation. The
County Commission unanimously
supported that request in April as
the first step in the process.
In late May, the TOUR submitted applications to modify their Development
of Regional Impact (DRI) and Planned
Unit Development (PUD), which the
Commission unanimously approved in
October. These actions paved the way
for the TOUR to invest $86 million
and create 300 new high-wage jobs,
while maintaining their existing 800
employees. Without these approvals,
the TOUR would be unable to relocate
their headquarters at the proposed location, and could have looked elsewhere
to accomplish this goal.

in tax revenue, reduces county longterm maintenance costs, and retains 800
high-wage TOUR employees, all providing extraordinary long-term benefits
and a “win-win” for the TOUR and St.
Johns County.
Keeping the TOUR headquarters will
also help St. Johns County generate
continued worldwide exposure. The
media attention derived from their
presence, and from THE PLAYERS
Championship held each year, provides
such a great showcase for the county.
The project announcement alone
generated 108 media stories in less than
two weeks, with coverage in national
publications like Architectural Digest

and Golf Week, along with many other
outlets.
That exposure definitely helps benefit
economic development, and we sincerely thank the PGA TOUR for their
continued investment in our community.
Melissa S. Glasgow serves as the Director
of Economic Development for St. Johns
County. Glasgow coordinates overall
economic development efforts in St. Johns
County and works closely with other
partners to attract new businesses to the
county, as well as support existing businesses.

Centrist
Project local
chapter holds
first meeting

Somewhat overlooked are the other
benefits associated with this innovative
public-private project. Enhancements
As the largest corporate headquarters
will vastly improve vital infrastructure
in St. Johns County, the PGA TOUR
by replacing an antiquated county
has grown from a few employees in the
facility and upgrading a public safety
late 1970s to the thriving worldwide
control tower to withstand Category
organization it is today. The decision
5 hurricane winds at no cost to the
to expand the TOUR’s presence locally
came after a significant amount of plan- county. Additionally, these actions will
Photo courtesy Perry Waag
enable relocation of the Ponte Vedra
ning took place within a relatively short
Tax Collector Annex to newer leased
period to bring this project to fruition.
The Jacksonville/NE Florida chapter of the Centrist Project held its first
offices, improving the resident customer
meeting on Saturday, Jan. 20 at the Bartram Trail Branch Library. The
March 2017,
the PGA
PETERInJONES
DESIGN
| TOUR,
HENRYunder
ADVANCED
ORTHODONTICS
BUSINESS COLLATERAL DEVELOPMENT
experience
and reducing future|facility
Centrist Project is a nationwide non-partisan, not-for-profit organization
the code name Project Boilermaker, sub- operational costs.
that aims to get moderate independents elected across the country. The
09.25.17
mitted an application for economic denext meeting will be held on March 24. Visit www.centristproject.org or
Accomplishing this public-private
velopment incentives as they evaluated
email the local chapter atcentristprojectjax@gmail.com to learn more.
partnership also generates $28 million
options, both within St. Johns County

FREE
nt
New Patie
E xam

Unleash Your Smile!

Treating children, teens, and adults

Acupuncture
Treatment Center
Larry Han, AP

Neurological
& Muscular
Disorders
Absolutely No
Side Effects

(904) 429-0095
www.henryadvancedorthodontics.com

491 Prosperity Lake Drive • Suite 301 • St. Augustine, FL 32092
Across the street from Winn Dixie on CR 210

13241 Bartram Park Blvd., Suite 913

(904) 234-2023

www.jacksonvilleacupuncture.com

Rehabilitation | Adult Day Care | Home Health Care | Long-Term Care | Memory Care | Independent Living

Has Recognized RiveR gaRden as tHe
nuRsing Home in FloRida
11401 Old St. Augustine Rd. (at I-295 South) | Jacksonville, FL 32258 | 904-260-1818 | www.rivergarden.org |

River Garden Senior Services
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Local photographer makes a day of
photographing the moon

M

aster photographer
Olis Garber, a
resident of Mandarin, had a busy
day on Wednesday, Jan. 31,
2018 when
he traveled
to two
different
Northeast
Florida
locations
to capture the
partial lunar eclipse
moonset
and sunrise in the
morning over
Jacksonville and
then the moonrise
that evening in St.
Augustine.

Photos courtesy Olis Garber, Garber Photography

Partial lunar eclipse moonset Wednesday morning, Jan. 31 over Jacksonville.

Garber
said
he’d been
planning
this particular event
for six months,
Moonrise later that night
from St. Augustine.

Suburbs. Minivan.

How’d that happen?

which included researching full moon
shooting locations and gaining permission to be onsite at Episcopal School at
4 a.m. for the Jacksonville photo (taken
at about 7:15 a.m.) and then permission to be at River House after hours for
the St. Augustine photo about 12 hours
later. Additionally, he had to spend
days testing lenses and cameras (a 70
– 200mm lens with a setting of about
May 29th – June 1st (Note: This is a 4 Day Week)
Dolphins, Whales & Sharks
June 4th – June 8th
Jungle & Safari Friends
June 11th – June 15th
Superheroes & Super Pets
June 18th – June 22nd
Trains, Planes & Monster Trucks

Don Haneline, Agent
196 Everest Lane Suite 3
Saint Johns, FL 32259
Bus: 904-615-1415
iinsurewithdon.com

There was a time you said you’d “never” get married and
“never” have kids. And then?
They became the things in life you never want to be without.
Let me help you protect them. It’s why State Farm is there.
CALL ME TODAY.
®

Mon - Fri: 9 AM - 5 PM
Sat: 9 AM - 12 PM
After Hours by Appointment

“I was lucky with clear winter skies,”
Garber said. “I had a big vision, I paid
attention to details, had a shooting
buddy for motivation and safety, and a
thermos of hot coffee.”

SummeratCamp!

Flexible
Schedules!

u!
We work WITH yo

June 25th – June 29th
Mermaids, Pirates & Underwater Fun
July 2nd – July 6th (Note: Closed 7/4)
Dinosaurs, Reptiles & Amphibians

Receive a free T-Shirt
when you book your
first full week.

ART STUDIO
All art supplies
included!

July 9th – July 13th
Princesses, Fairies, Castles & Dragons
July 16th – July 20th
Creatures of the Rainforest & Everglades
July 23rd – July 26th (Note: This is a 4 Day Week)
Birds, Bees & Butterflies

Located in the Promenade at
Bartram Springs, Race Track Rd.
& Bartram Springs Pkwy.

1408476

165mm on his Nikon D850 for the
moonset/sunrise photo and a 600mm
lens on the same camera for the moonrise photo).

904-770-2222
State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

www.CreativeMeArtStudio.com

132 Everest Ln, Ste # 3 St Johns, FL 32259 (Just off Race Track Rd. - Just 1⁄2 Mile West of U.S. 1)
Bartram Springs Shopping Plaza

Local athletes doing amazing things... JOIN THE TEAM!!!
Fighting Chance Fitness
(904) 810-1051 • ﬁghtingchancebjj.com

110 Cumberland Park Dr #101 & 102 • St Augustine FL 32095 (located 1/4 mile east of 95 on CR 210)

Looking for a fun fitness venue for the entire family
without the long drive? Look no further . . .
Fighting Chance Fitness has it all.
Martial Arts & Fitness

• Brazilian Jiu Jitsu
• Kids Self Defense & Jiu Jitsu
• Ladies only self defense/Jiu Jitsu

• Ruckus Muay Thai ~Kids & Adults
• Yoga
• Weight and Cardio Facility
• Nutritional Programs

RUCKUS
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“My Fair Lady” debuts in March at
Northeast Florida Conservatory

River of Life
announces
Easter season
events

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy River of Life United Methodist Church

River of Life United Methodist Church, located at 2600 Race Track Road, has
scheduled Easter events for those looking for fun as well as something more spiritually nourishing. The Easter-Fest Community Celebration will be held on March
25 at church’s pumpkin patch field with free food, bounce houses, and an Easter
Egg hunt. Holy Week Services include Maundy Thursday service on March 29 at 7
p.m. and Good Friday service on March 30 at 7 p.m. at the church. Easter Sunday
services will be held at 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. According to Pastor Tony Fotsch,
“River of Life has a vision to be a source of the living waters of God’s grace flowing
into our community and the world. We worship in a relaxed atmosphere with a mix
of some traditional elements, like weekly Holy Communion. And we provide many
opportunities for people of all ages to grow in relationship with God and each other
within our Christ-centered, service-driven family of faith.” Visit www.rolumc.com
for more information.

Like us on

GOURMET POPCORN ~ SHOPE MADE
FUDGE ~ NOSTALGIC CANDY
SPECIALTY SODA ~ POPCORN TINS ~
INSTORE PARTIES ~ FROZEN BANANA’S ~
CLAUDES CHOCOLATE & SO MUCH MORE!!

116 Bartram Oaks Walk #102 • St. Johns, FL
32259 904.484.7030 • thepoppinbox.com

Northeast Florida Conservatory’s first
show of 2018 is “My Fair Lady,” which
opens on March 16. Based on George
Bernard Shaw’s “Pygmalion,” the show
features the witty book and lyrics of
Alan Jay Lerner and music by Frederick
Loewe.
Andrew Ocean plays Henry Higgins, an
arrogant, outspoken phoneticist, who
bets that he can change the speech of
a Cockney flower girl, Eliza Doolittle,
so that she can pass as a lady. Alyssa
Billings and Ella Kemna share the role
of Eliza.
As Eliza progresses in her transition,
she acquires a suitor, Freddie EynsfordHill, who sings the haunting ballad “On
the Street Where You Live.” A cast of
other unique characters rounds out the
production, which is full of humor and
favorite melodies.
The show is directed by Richard
Dickson, who also conducts the live
orchestra, a unique feature in Northeast Florida for every Northeast Florida
Conservatory production. Juanelle
Marshall, known for her costuming in
“Hello, Dolly,” is in charge of the lavish

VISIT US @
THEPOPPINBOX.COM

costumes for the production and Jodie
Jernigan, who has danced in many
Northeast Florida Conservatory productions, is the choreographer.
Northeast Florida Conservatory is a
non-profit organization that sponsors
Laura’s Friends, which provides free
music lessons primarily to children, but
also to a few adults, who are unable to
afford music lessons. As a community
arts center, it is also affiliated with the
Jacksonville Fine Arts Forum, National
Guild for Community Arts Education,
American Association of Community
Theatre and other associations.

“My Fair Lady” will be on stage March
16 – 25 with Friday and Saturday night
show times at 8 p.m. and Saturday and
Sunday show times at 2 p.m. All seats at
all shows are $20 and tickets can be purchasedWould
online atyou
www.ShowTixNow.com
like to
or at the
located at 11363
seeConservatory,
your school’s
San Jose Blvd.
in
Bldg.
200 near the
good news
Mandarin
Road
intersection.
published in TheSpecial arrangementsCreekLine?
can be made for wheelchairs,
walkers and other special needs. Call
it in! Photos also welcomed.
(904)Send
374-8639
for more information.
editor@floridanewsline.com

Would you like to
Would you like to
see your school’s
seegood
your school’s
news
good
news
published
published
in The in
The
CreekLine?
CreekLine?

15% off

ANY POPCORN
PURCHASE W/COUPON
exp. 3/18

Send it in! Photos also welcomed.
editor@floridanewsline.com

Bella La Vita Salon ( S a l o n S u i t e s )

Richard M. Oglesby, D.V.M. • Constanze Goricki, Dr. med.vet • Tara Hogan, D.V.M • Tom Fish, D.V.M.

Canine Flu?

Thinking of making a change? Just starting out? Maybe you are a
current Salon owner. I can accommodate it all.

Don’t Wait Vaccinate !

I offer private suites for the stylist with a full clientele and wishes
to own and operate his / her own salon. Maybe your not there yet
but that’s your goal. I now offer month to month chair rental. Have
experience but no clientele, I now offer commission positions
to help get you where ever your career goal is. Do you have no
experience and newly licensed or still in school? No problem, I have
2 positions available for an apprentice.
My goal is to professionally train stylist and educate them not only
on how to be a successful stylist but a successful business owner.
Call or stop by today, ask for Amy!

$5 off haircut
$10 off chemical and cut
$50 off Brazilian blowout treatment
Offer Valid with select designers only

445 ST. RD. 13N., 32259 (next door to Walmart Market Place in Julington Creek)

904-287-3383 • www.bellalavitasalon.com

(904) 287-5570

1004 State Road 13 (0.2 mi South JCP entrance)

Our mailboxes do more
A real street address, no a
P.O. Box number
Package acceptance from
all carriers
Package notification
Mail holding & forwarding*

450-106 SR13 N

52 Tuscan Way

Publix Center in Fruit Cove

Corner of SR 16 and Intl’ Golf Pkwy

904.230.8881
www.theupsstorelocal.com/3927

904.940.0055
www.theupsstorelocal.com/6113

Proudly serving the communities of
NW Saint Johns County for 17 years

Proudly serving the World Golf Village and
Murabella community for the past 8 years

~Doug Nunnery, Owner/Operator

~Divyan Patel, Owner/Operator
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Newcomers of North St. Johns to learn
floral arranging

GET THE
BEST REPORT
CARD EVER

By Carol Boehler
mail@floridanewsline.com

SAVE

FOR BETTER GRADES
AND TEST SCORES
GET HELP NOW!
Make the next report card the best yet! If your child is
having trouble keeping up in school or you think they need
to sharpen their study skills, Huntington can help your
student get on track right now. Since 1977, Huntington
has helped students K-12 improve their grades, test scores,

Becky Lee, Pat Weinberg, Susan Schevitz, Linda Philabaum, Fran Wolk, Arlene April, Pat Johnson at Maggiano’s Little
Italy for Newcomers of North St. Johns Holiday luncheon.

Algebra - Geometry - Trigonometry
Pre-Calculus - Calculus - Earth Science
Biology - Chemistry - Physics

Newcomers of North Saint Johns will
host Master Gardener Dottie Hudson
at its March luncheon, to be held on
Tuesday, March 20 at 11 a.m. at Club
Continental, 2143 Astor St. in Orange
Park. Hudson is a flower show judge
and horticulturist with UF Agricultural
Center, and she will demonstrate useful
tips for making floral arrangements.
Hudson volunteers with the Garden
Club of St. Augustine, and was involved
in the recent Downton Abbey project
at the Lightner Museum. Following her
presentation, she will provide two of the
floral arrangements for raffles.
The luncheon will feature a choice of
lemon baked chicken breast with fresh
California spinach and lemon caper

sauce or sautéed tilapia with roasted tomato and fresh basil pesto, house salad
and chef ’s choice dessert. A cash bar is
available.

OUR PROGRAM FOR SUCCESS INCLUDES

•
•
•

Proven programs tailored to each student’s needs
Individualized instruction from highly certiﬁed teachers

Personalized Attention. Proven Results.

$100 OFF
AN ACADEMIC EVALUATION!*
OFFER EXPIRES 04/07/2018

LOCATION

LOCATION

1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com
©2017 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks
of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.
ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities endorses or was involved in the production of the program.*Oﬀer
valid for Academic Evaluation, new students only. Not valid with any other oﬀer.
HLC401884.3

Awbree O'Quinn, DMD

Awbree O’Quinn, DMD
Courtney Sargent, DMD
General Dentists

Spectators Guide
Your ad seen by 26,000+
fans and potential customers!

2233 County Road 210 West
St. Johns, FL 32259

Advertising
deadline is
April 5.

Courtney Sargent, DMD

Call today! 904-217-6916
www.SouthlakeDentalCareFL.com

Call (904) 886-4919 for rates and information.

Julington Creek Chiropractic & Wellness Center P.A.

Ask

Serving St. Johns County for nearly 21 years!

Massage License
#MA0018904

General Dentists

Mandarin / Julington Creek
St.
Johns,
FLJose
32259
12276
San
Blvd.
Suite 701
Jacksonville, FL 32223
904-886-9600

in our

to THE PLAYERS
Championship.

Awbree O'Quinn, DMD
Courtney Sargent, DMD
2233 County Road 210 West

Saint Johns
2245 County Road 210 W.
Suite 101
Saint Johns, FL 32259
904-770-5920

ADVERTISE
©

TEST PREP
SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - ACT - FSA
Advanced Placement (AP)
SSAT - ISEE - HSPT - GED - ASVAB

Thorough academic evaluations

The total cost for the luncheon is $25
for members and $27 for guests. All
reservations are non-refundable and
must be received by March 12. Contact Sue Aird at sjaird@comcast.net to
register for the luncheon or for more
information about membership to the
club, which is open to all residents of St.
Johns County.
The Newcomers of North St. Johns
offers a wide variety of activities,
including lunch groups, wine socials,
golf, Mah Jongg, Bunco, day trips, and
cultural events.

WHEN YOU CALL
BEFORE 04/07/2018*

TUTORING
Reading - Writing - Math - Study Skills
Spelling - Vocabulary - Phonics

and conﬁdence.
Photo courtesy Priscilla Cobbs

100*

$

We accept
!
most insurance

Teet
h

us a

bout

59

$

ZOOM!

out
Comprehensive lifetime
dental care in a caringTe&
eth
friendly environment! Whitening

SpineMedTM Spinal Disc Decompression

A Safe and Pain-Free Procedure Designed for bulging/herniated discs
• Auto Injuries • Sports Injuries • Back Pain • Carpal Tunnel • Disc Bulge
Disc Degeneration • Disc Herniation • Joint Pain • Neck Pain
Sciatica • Numbness (Hands & Feet) • TMJ • Applied Kinesology
Also offering Massage and Acupuncture Treatment
Treating Pediatrics through Geriatric

DRM26170-7VB

904-230-0080 • www.julingtoncreekchiro.com •
485 State Road 13 Suite 3 (Next to Burger King)

i
Evening ng
Appoin
tments
!

Cleaning,
Courtney Sargent, DMD

Exam & X-rays
904-217-7202
www.SouthlakeDentalCareFL.com

Calltentoday!
ing
Whi

Now O
ffe

ring

Eve
(Reg. $295) Offer expires 3/31/18. Includes exam,
Apcleaning
pointnming
& x-rays. New Patients Only.
en

Ask us ab

Dr. Tom Lahmann, Dr. Blake Moser and staff

N

owO’Quinn,
OffDMD
Awbree
er

ts!
OR

Cleaning,
59Whitening

$

99FREE

$

Exam & X-rays
In-Office

(Reg. $295) Offers expires 3/31/18. Includes exam,
cleaning & x-rays. New Patients Only.

• Emergency
Care
Comprehensive
lifetime dental care
OR
• Cleanings
in a caring & friendly environment!
(Reg. up to $199) Offer expires 3/31/18. With completed
• Comprehensive
Exams Care
• Emergency
new patient exam, cleaning & x-rays. New Patients Only.
• Gum Disease• Treatment
Cleanings
OR
• Comprehensive Exams
• Root Canal Therapy
•
Gum
Disease
Treatment
• Mouth / Night Guards
(Reg. $299) Offers expires 5/31/18. New Patients Only. One or more of
• Root Canal Therapy
the following ADA codes may reflect the treatment rendered under
• Natural Tooth
Colored
Fillings
• Mouth
/ Night
Guards
this offer, D9310, D6010, D6012, D6013, D6040, DD6050
• Crowns, Dentures
• Natural Tooth Colored Fillings
OR
• ZOOM - Teeth
Whitening
• Crowns,
Dentures
• ZOOM - Teeth Whitening
• Dental Bridges
• Dental Bridges
• Invisalign® - Invisible
Braces
Includes emergency exam, necessary x-rays & consultation for new

$

• Invisalign® - Invisible Braces

We accept
mostmost
insurance
plans!
ns!
We accept
insurance
plans!
Financing
options
available!
Financing options available!

Implant Consultation

1$1Exam
00

Emergency
Emergency

Exam

patients. Offer expires 3/31/18. (Reg. $70)

Includes emergency exam necessary x-rays & consultation
for new patients. Offer expires 3/31/18. (Reg. $70)

NewNew
Patients
Welcome!
PatientsAlways
Always Welcome!
*Offers not to be applied toward account balances or dental services already delivered and not in conjunction with any other offers, discounts or reduced-fee plans. D0150, D0330, D0272, D0210, D1110,
* Offers not to be applied toward account balances or dental services already delivered and not in conjunction with any other offers, discounts or reduced-fee plans. D0150, D0330, D0272, D0210, D110,
D8660, D8030, D8040, D8080, D8090 D0330, D0272, D0210, D0140, D0220, D0230 IT IS OUR OFFICE POLICY THAT THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS
D8660,
D8040,TO
D8080,
D8090, D0330,
D0272,ORD0210,
D0140, D0140,FOR
D0220,
D0230 FOR
IT IS OUR
THAT
THE PATIENT OR
ANDTREATMENT
ANY OTHER WHICH
PERSONISRESPONSIBLE
THE
THE
RIGHTD8030,
TO REFUSE
PAY, CANCEL
PAYMENT
BE REIMBURSED
PAYMENT
ANY OFFICE
OTHER POLICY
SERVICE,
EXAMINATION
PERFORMEDFOR
AS PAYMENT
A RESULTHAS
OF AND
RIGHT
TO72REFUSE
TOOF
PAY,RESPONDING
CANCEL PAYMENT
ORADVERTISEMENT
BE REIMBURSED FOR
FORDISCOUNTED-FEE
ANY OTHER SERVICE,
EXAMINATION OR
TREATMENT
WHICH IS PERFORMED
AS A DN20135
RESULT OF| DN21195
AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF
WITHIN
HOURS
TO THE
FORPAYMENT
THE FREE,
OR REDUCED-FEE
SERVICE,
EXAMINATION
OR TREATMENT.

RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED-FEE OR REDUCED-FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. DN20135 | DN1195
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Complete
these home improvements over the weekend
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Home improvement projects ramp up
when the weather warms up, as homeowners channel the rejuvenating feelings of
spring and tackle their home to-do lists.
Large-scale renovations can greatly affect
a home, but smaller projects can yield
impressive results and be completed over
the course of a single weekend. If time is
of the essence, these weekend or one-day
projects may satisfy homeowners’ desires
to fix up their homes.
• Create an accent wall. Painting a focal
wall in a home can create a serious impact.
The bonus is it will not take as long or
require as many materials as painting an
entire room. Accent walls frequently feature a bold color, so decide on placement
and tackle this project in less than a day.
• Install stair runners. Dress up hardwood
stairs with decorative carpet runners. Runners come in elongated pieces of carpeting
or individual pieces that can be placed on
each step. If carpeting doesn’t fit with the
home’s design, painting individual stair
treads also can create visual appeal.
• Dress up the entryway. An entryway is
a guest’s first impression of a home. Many
entryways can use a minor overhaul, both
inside and outside. Paint the front door a
different color so it pops from the curb.
Install a new mailbox or decorative house
numbers. A new welcome mat can change
the look as well. Inside, consider laying
a new floor. Resilient vinyl tiles come in

many different patterns and can mimic the
look of wood, travertine or marble. Installing a floor can take a day or two.
• Install a new faucet. Instantly improve a
kitchen or a bathroom with new fixtures.
New faucets can provide aesthetic appeal
and low-flow faucets can help conserve
water.
• Create a gallery on the staircase. Gather
and arrange framed photos, artwork or
wall accents so that they ascend the wall
of a staircase. This creates a designer touch
and can dress up an often barren area of
wall space.

• Install a fresh light fixture. Improve drab
spaces with a little illumination. If hanging a new fixture is not within one’s skill
set, free-standing table or floor lamps also
can cast a new glow on a space.
• Add molding. Molding can add instant
aesthetic appeal to a room. Molding is
appropriate near the floor, at the top of
walls where they meet the ceiling, or even
mid-wall as a chair rail. Some homeowners
like to create framed molding on walls in
formal living spaces.
• Update kitchen or bathroom hardware.
Replacing hardware is a fast and easy
project, but one that can have immediate

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Smaller projects can yield impressive results and be
completed over the course of a single weekend.

impact. Swap out tired or outdated hardware for newer brushed metals and more
impactful shapes and designs.

Use
renovations to create healthier homes
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Home renovation projects are done for
several different reasons, whether to
update styles, repair damaged or broken
items or to achieve more living space.
More than ever before, homeowners are
choosing improvement projects geared
toward making their homes healthier.
Establishing a healthy home means different things to different people. For example, to an environmentalist, a healthy
home may incorporate eco-friendly or
green products. To those with young
children or mobility-impaired seniors, a

healthy home may be one free from potential hazards. Others may view a healthy
home as one that alleviates allergies.
The World Health Organizations says
inadequate housing conditions, such as
poor ventilation, radon, urban pollution,
and moisture issues, can contribute to
many preventable diseases and injuries —
especially respiratory problems, nervous
system disorders, cardiovascular diseases, and cancer. Furthermore, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency ranks
indoor air quality as a top five environ-

mental risk to public health. EPA studies
have found that indoor air pollution levels
were roughly two to five times greater
than outdoor pollution levels.
People interested in making their homes
healthier can embrace these renovations
and lifestyle changes.
• Be aware of furniture materials. Toxic
PBDEs, which are chemicals used as
flame retardants on furniture fabrics
produced prior to 2006, can send toxins
into the air. Some manufacturers may still
Renovations cont. on pg. 15

Water Problems?

CALL TODAY FOR STRAIGHT ANSWERS, NO HIGH PRESSURE!

Eco-Smart Turf Solutions

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems to meet your needs and your budget!”

FREE WATER
TESTING

Ask Us About
Salt Delivery
Or Rental
Systems

• REMOVE •
Iron • Bacteria • Sulfur • Salts •
Color • Lead • Hardness And Odor

Family Owned and Operated since 1989
License #W-32

3760 Kori Road • 904-262-0197 • www.affordablewaterjax.com

904-614-9053
• FREE FIRE ANT PREVENTION with this ad
• Turf and Ornamental Fertilization and Pest Control
• Reduces Harmful Runoff and Groundwater Contamination
• Beautiful Results
• No Contract / Competitive Pricing
• Less Toxins
• Safer for Kids and Pets
• Palm Fertilization

FREE
ESTIMATES

Visit our showroom for fabulous selections in furniture, including
the new DMIAF Upholstery Line, flooring, cabinetry, lighting,
artwork, accessories, fabrics, wallpaper and more. Consult with
our Interior Designers for space planning, color concepts,
window treatments, renovations and new construction selections.
904.810.2027

www.DonnaManciniInteriorsandFlooring.com
141 Hilden Rd, #202 Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Featuring

Before

After 1 Treatment

www.TurfOrganix.com

Our advertisers are
your neighbors!
Let them know you
saw them in...

The CreekLine!

Renovations cont. from pg. 14

use these flame retardants in new forms,
but with similar risks. Before purchasing
furniture, ask if a product is treated, and
select naturally fire-resistant materials like
wool and cotton.
• Lighten up. Lighting is often underappreciated but can have a dramatic impact
on whether a home feels inviting, warm
and/or uplifting. Experiment with different types of bulbs and lighting fixtures to
turn drab and dreary environments into
brighter places. Lighting may improve
mood and productivity.
• Let the sun shine in. Modify window
treatments to let more sunlight into the
house. There is evidence that the sun,
particularly UV light, is a potent bactericide. The Sunlight Institute advises that
there’s no harm in letting natural sunlight
do its work, as bacteria within eight feet
of low-intensity UV light can be killed in
10 minutes.
• Inspect and service wood-burning appliances. A study published in the American
Journal of Respiratory Cell and Molecular
Biology has found regular inhalation of
wood smoke limits immune activity and
function, and anyone who burns wood
indoors should be aware of these potential
health risks. Ensuring proper ventilation of smoke and routinely cleaning the
chimney can help cut down on particulate
matter.
• Turn to non toxic cleaning products,
pesticides and insecticides. Always opt for
nontoxic, natural products when cleaning
in and around the house.
• Declutter the home. A cluttered, hectic
space can affect emotions and mental
state, never mind attracting dust and
making a home harder to clean. Spending
time in spaces that do not elicit stressful
feelings is healthier and can help residents
to rest and recharge.
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Gardening
By Master Gardener Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

(Rhododendron austrinum) are deciduous,
and those with fragrant flowers make a
particularly delightful contribution to the
spring garden.

Spring is in the air

As January came to a close, the weather
was fairly seasonal, but we had two really
cold spells. With luck and some protection many of your plants will have
survived — even if their tops are looking
bedraggled — so don’t give up on them
and don’t prune them before they begin
to flush out in spring. Clean up dead foliage of bulbs and gingers if you like, but
leave any material that comes from below
ground or from the neck of bulbs; we
need to prevent water getting down into
those bulbs and rhizomes, which would
promote rot.
Now, in early February, I am thinking
about a summer garden. (Unfortunately
Hurricane Irma foiled my chances of a
cool season garden, as we had no water for
several months.) I’m looking forward to
establishing some transplants in our raised
beds and using my drip system again. As
always, I’ll refer to the Florida Vegetable
Gardening Guide (http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
vh021), and our county newsletter A New
Leaf (http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/media/sfylifasufledu/duval/horticulture/homownerhort-pdfx27s/January---February-2018.
pdf ). Seed catalogs are a good source of
information about new varieties, but take
care to make sure they are suited to our
region.
Since the last week in January, I’ve been
seeing flocks of robins around town, and
have had intriguing glimpses of winter
visitors — those hard to identify pretty
little warblers in particular. And I’m pretty
sure my yard had a visit from either an
immature or a female Baltimore oriole.
In among the robins there may be some
elegant cedar waxwings. Both species like
fruit, and the (unfortunately rather weedy)
Carolina cherry laurel is a favorite, as well
as the loquat or Japanese plum. Loquat

fruits are tasty for both humans and birds,
but once a flock of cedar waxwings finds
them there will be precious few left. One
of the more recognizable warblers is the
yellow-rumped warbler, an insect eater.
They also love suet, and it’s an ideal time
to set this out when insects aren’t so readily available. You may continue feeding
commercial suet throughout the year,
which is rendered and bacteria free, but in
our climate it doesn’t hold up well. It will
attract woodpeckers, wrens, brown thrashers, and cardinals, to name just a few.
Looking around town, camellias, specifically Camellia japonica varieties, have
come into their own, their blooms brightening up the somewhat somber evergreen
shrubs. The early winter blooming types
are Camellia sasanqua, and their flowers
are equally beautiful. Ideally new plants
should be installed November to February,
but with care camellias can be established
in late spring. For details on culture and
varieties, see http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep002.
It won’t be long before our azaleas make
a showing. The newer “Encore” varieties
bloom in flushes throughout the year, although not always profusely, and are well
worth considering. See http://edis.ifas.ufl.
edu/mg019 for culture and care, and brief
descriptions of our native azaleas. Most
native species, like the Florida flame azalea

Redbuds (Cercis canadensis) have begun
blooming, and the maples too, which
are both good food sources for bees. The
winter flowering tea olive (Osmanthus fragrans) is another potential food source, but
I love it for the perfume alone. One grows
near the corner of my house, and I intend
to find something equally as scented for
other areas of my yard. Possible contenders include the old fashioned banana
shrub, Michelia (or Magnolia) figo, wild
olive or devilwood, Osmanthus americanus, and sweetshrub, Calycanthus floridus
(apparently “Michael Lindsey” is wonderfully fragrant and has beautiful, shiny
leaves, see http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fp095).
Scented perennials include butterfly
ginger, dianthus, phlox, and moonflowers
(Datura spp.). Yesterday-today-and-tomorrow (Brunfelsia grandiflora) is a deciduous shrub to about six to eight feet. It is
easy to grow and has attractive mid-green
foliage, but the pretty lavender-fading-towhite flowers are powerfully scented, and,
to me, it can be overpowering.
Our average last frost date is around
March 20, but that can depend on your
own microclimate. Stay watchful, read
the next March/April edition of A New
Leaf (http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/duval/newleaf-newsletter/) for those timely tips and
information on upcoming Extension
programs, and have a happy spring.
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Brooks Rehabilitation World Golf Village

Open House Celebration

Join us for an open house on March 20 at 5 p.m. to celebrate Deborah Jackson Therapy
Associates now being a part of the Brooks outpatient network. This will be a great
opportunity to meet the staff, tour the clinic, enjoy light refreshments and win door prizes.

March 20, 5 - 7 p.m.
319 W. Town Place, Unit 5
World Golf Village • St. Augustine, FL 32092

Offering physical, occupational, speech and aquatic therapy.
For more information about Brooks Rehabilitation,
please visit www.BrooksRehab.org/Outpatient.

To schedule an appointment, please call (904) 342-5262.
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Amy Grimm

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Julington Creek Elementary School
first grade teacher Amy Grimm has
been named the 2017 – 2018 St. Johns
County Teacher of the Year. She had been
named the Teacher of the Year for Julington Creek Elementary once before, in
2002 – 2003, and said she was surprised
to be nominated at the school level again
since she had previously won. This year,
however, she learned that she was one of
four finalists for the entire county via a
surprise classroom visit and celebration
by district administration just before
Winter Break.
The next step was an unannounced
observation visit to her classroom by the
panel of district judges. Before attending
the annual Teacher of the Year Banquet
on Jan. 24, Grimm said each finalist was
asked to bring a student or former student to introduce their teacher. Grimm
loved this idea and was pleased to invite
former student and current fourth grader,
Sarah Rose, to accompany her.
“My job as a teacher is about the kids,”
Grimm said.
Beaver Toyota gifts a car to the Teacher of
the Year, and Grimm said she is grateful
for this.
“Our older Camry was starting to leak
a little oil over the holidays, so we will
definitely take advantage of this generous
gift,” she said.
Grimm will now advance to the state
level Teacher of the Year competition,
with the winner announced sometime in
July.
Grimm, who grew up in Cumberland,
Md., received her bachelor’s degree in
early childhood and elementary educa-

tion from Frostburg
State University
in Frostburg, Md.
She then moved
to Florida with
her parents and
accepted her first
teaching position
as a first grade teacher at
Ketterlinus Elementary School in St. Augustine in 1995. She married
her high school sweetheart,
Jason Grimm, in 1997 and they have
two children: Ethan, a ninth grader at
Creekside High School and Natalie, who
attends the dance magnet program at
Murray Middle School.
1) What do you like most about teaching
first grade?
The wonder and the joy that the students
experience. They are so excited about
learning and there is so much growth
in this year, especially as they become
readers. They come in to my classroom
dependent and blossom into confident
learners by the end of the year. I always
say first grade is a magical year.
2) What is your favorite subject to teach?
I like science, especially the exploratory
and investigative nature of it. But I like to
pair it with reading and math and social
studies, with all subjects integrated. That’s
where kids learn the most.
3) What is the most challenging part of
your job?
The last day of school! Everyone is so
sad to leave. We all bond so much. A lot
of teachers might say testing is the most
challenging part, but I don’t get wrapped
up in that. I feel like we have to focus on
what we can control — and that is the

Teacher Cara Beth Downs with student Marcel
Sanchez and the Tower Garden.

Photo courtesy Kelly Benson Photography

Amy Grimm

love of learning. This love of learning
is a big reason why I try to support
the students’ extracurricular passions
as well. I try to attend one activity per
student in my class each year.

4) Where do you see yourself in five or
even 10 years?
Still in the classroom. I love being with
the kids and I feel like this is my gift.
I have no desire to go into administration. I do feel like I have a calling to
advocate for other teachers as well. So I
do some mentoring and have leadership
roles within the school, such as serving
on the SAC committee.
5) If you were stranded on a deserted
island, what three things (not people)
would you take with you and why?
I’d take a camera, so I could document
my experience and also a book or maybe a journal to write in. I’d also take a
bathing suit so I could take a swim. It’s
a beautiful warm island, right?

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?
Email Martie Thompson at
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Club which commemorated Arbor Day.
Downs said that with little time during
the day, the students agreed to come to
school early to help write the grant, which
would help secure funding for flowering trees around the school campus. The
students were able to see the grant writing
process from start to finish
Downs said the students even took it
upon themselves to identify three favorable sites for the potential flowering trees
and then ask permission from school
administration to plant them.
On Feb. 6, members of the St. Augustine
Garden Club visited Julington Creek
Elementary and were so impressed with
the students’ preparation and enthusiasm
that they made the decision to donate
even more flowering trees to the school’s
campus.
“The students were so professional; it
made me extremely happy to see how
much they have grown with this process,”
said Downs. “It’s such an amazing experience to foster their love for the environment. And this was a great effort between
the children and the Garden Club. Truly,
it could not have been done without our
community partners.”
As for the hydroponic garden tower that
started it all, the students are awaiting
their first harvest and will be ready to eat
their produce and have now begun to
germinate their next crop.

• Great Birthday Parties •
• Fun Fridays • Camps •

Spring Break Camp
March 19 – 23
March 26 – 30

Pediatric Associates
of Julington Creek, PA
Offering care for Infants,
Children & Adolescents
Mary Ann Garcia, M.D., FAAP
Victor Luz, M.D., FAAP
Board Certified
Tami Newbern, ARNP

Open Mondays through Fridays
8:30am – 5pm
1631 Race Track Road Suite 101

230-7977

Most Insurances Accepted

Our #1 Priority: Your Children!

Classes are exciting and motivating!

(904) 260-4866

www.starlightjax.com
I-295 and San Jose Blvd.
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Lions and tigers and turkeys — oh wow!
By C.B. Swartz
mail@floridanewsline.com

They are heard like a beautiful natural
chorus of chuffs, howls, giggles, grunts,
and clicks. It inflames the imagination
with the scene of a tent near a campfire
in a deep jungle setting in the wilds of
an exotic location in Africa. Yes, it could
well be just as we imagine, but this choir
can sometimes be heard by residents of
an average St. Augustine neighborhood if
they listen carefully. Its members are lions,
tigers, bears, wolves, hyenas, servals, lynx,
ligers, porcupine and even turkeys. They
all live happy, carefree lives at the St. Augustine Wild Reserve, located near World
Golf Village.
It is a cold, wet, and gloomy day, uncharacteristic for St. Augustine even in an
afternoon in December, but the spirits of
the volunteers are not dampened as they
prepare for the tour. They are loading
up the golf cart they use to get around
the Reserve with food and equipment,
preparing the various diets and meals for
the animals and cleaning enclosures. All
the volunteers take on a plethora of tasks
and chores, including cleaning, diet, meal
prep, tour guiding, and training. It is clear
from their actions that the mutual effort
comes from the heart. Volunteer tour
guide Karen has been at the Reserve for
approximately 12 years and it is obviously
a labor of love for her. She is conducting
the tour today while the other volunteers
follow along with the golf cart.
The tour members drive over a few winding roads to the entrance of the Reserve.
There is no signage, but no one has a
problem finding it. The Reserve, entrenched between an abundance of venerable oaks, pines, and palms, is nestled next
to a spring filled lake. Some lush vegeta-

tion lost to recent hurricanes is coming
back. Other than the loss of one of the
large enclosures due to a tree falling on it,
there was no other significant damage.
Karen is at the gate to receive the tour
members and they walk down a short,
coquina sand path to a table with benches
under a large weathered arbor. The arbor
is just outside the approximately 12 feet
tall chain link fence, which encloses the
entire Reserve. Waiting by the table is,
as Karen introduces them, Linda, Marty,
Kathy and Fred, four other volunteers.
The group of 12 tourists gathers at the
entrance to the main enclosure. Karen says
in the summer months the numbers jump
to 90 – 100 people on the tour. There
is a mixed demographic of people from
elementary children to great-grandparents.
All eyes focus on a gorgeous bright colored
Macaw inside the enclosure in its own
cage. The volunteers call her O’Hara and
she is just as attention-grabbing as her
namesake. Whatever she is trying to say, as
she dances around in her blazing feathered
costume, she is adamant about it. In a
large cage next to her is a relatively calm,
bright green, blue and red Military Macaw
named Max, trying not very successfully
to get a word in. Military macaws have
recently been listed as endangered under
the Endangered Species Act.
Volunteer Linda opens the gate to the
main enclosure and directs the group to
tour guide Karen who is standing next to
an enclosure just inside the gate. To some,
it looks like a cute baby deer inside, but
Karen corrects them: it is a small white-tail
deer, called Amira, which they found as
a baby. Amira scrutinizes the group with

Please visit Brush Salon where satisfying our
guests is our top priority!

Photos courtesy C.B. Swartz

Crested Polish Chickens

endearing large
brown eyes.
Gathering in and
around the
Onyx with Reserve founder group, as
Deborah Warrick if they are
members,
are a great number of Crested Polish Chickens and Royal Palm Turkeys.
There are also some vultures who show
up, wanted or not. The Crested Polish
Chicken is an ancient breed, originating in
England in 1565, at about the same time
St. Augustine was founded. Considered an
ornamental breed, the hens lay beautiful white eggs that are smaller than other
chicken eggs.
The Royal Palm Turkeys are ornamental
birds weighing up to 22 pounds and are
not selected for the meat industry. There
is one following Karen and vocalizing as if
to take over the tour. The turkey’s name is
Lucky because Reserve founder Deborah
Warrick saved her egg. She found an abandoned nest and picked the egg apart to
see how developed the chick was. To her
surprise, there was a healthy, very much
alive turkey chick inside. She extracted it
from the shell, kept it on a heating pad
and raised it into the adult hen we see
today. Lucky soon becomes a favorite of
the group. As the tour continues Lucky

talks to the big cats and the cats seem to
like talking back.
One of the group asks if the animals
surrendered to the Reserve by Michael
Jackson are still here. Karen explains that
those five Arctic Wolves and an African
Lion passed away some time ago. This
is the most well-known acquisition of
animals by the Reserve, but they have
rescued unwanted exotic animals from
many sources, from individuals who get
an exotic pet only to realize that the animal’s wild nature doesn’t fit into their life
(or their household) as they expected, to
two wolves rescued when their owner had
a fatal auto accident. Many of the animals
are confiscated by wildlife agencies from
individuals who held these animals without proper state permits, or who starved
their animals, keeping them in inferior
conditions. The Reserve also takes in
unwanted exotic animals as an alternative
to euthanasia. There are almost as many
stories behind the acquisitions as there are
animals.
The tour group is standing before an enclosure where Savuti and Cynzer, African
Servals, live.
Karen says, “Servals are the only cats with
both stripes and spots and have the longest
legs in proportion to their bodies of any
cat family member. They can jump 10 feet
Lions and tigers cont. on pg. 22
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Troop 280 stays busy in New Year
By Kenny King, Jr.
mail@floridanewsline.com

Boy Scout Troop 280 has been very active
in the New Year with several camping
trips and service activities. The troop
finished up 2017 with a survival camping
trip to the Black Creek Ravines Conservation Area. Most
of the scouts
who attended are
working on the
Wilderness Survival Merit Badge
that requires
backpacking
five miles to the
camping area and
carrying all supplies including
food and water.
The scouts are
not permitted to
take a tent and
must create a
shelter that they
spend the night
in. Many interesting designs were used including lean –to’s,
A-frames, and improvised hammocks. The
scouts learned skills including obtaining
potable water, backpack cooking, and
how to make fire without matches.
In the New Year several scouts participated in a service project assisting at the New
You Health Expo held at the University
of North Florida. In addition to directing
attendees and helping exhibitors, they also
met former Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback Mark Brunell.

The troop also held an overnight campout
and hosted Webelos from area Cub Scout
packs working on their Arrow of Light
Award. The younger scouts learned basic

Let us help you and your family be at your best!
12412 San Jose Blvd., Suite 203 | Jacksonville, FL 32223
Phone: 904-432-3321 | Fax: 904-432-3324
www.nautilusbehavioralhealth.com
Assessments We Offer Include:
Psychoeducational (IQ & Achievement)
ADHD • Gifted • Infant/Toddler Development
Standardized Testing Accommodations
We Also Offer:

Sarah Dew-Reeves,
Ph.D.

Individual and Family Therapy
Educational Groups and Workshops

Lisa D. Bailey,
Ph.D.

Photo courtesy Kenny King, Sr.

Troop 280 scouts at Black Creek.

skills from the Boy Scouts, including knot
tying, fire building, and outdoor cooking. The Arrow of Light patch is the only
emblem from Cub Scouts that is worn on
the Boy Scout uniform throughout their
entire scouting career and is the highest
achievement for a Cub Scout.
Troop 280 meets on Monday nights at The
River of Life United Methodist Church.
Visit www.julingtoncreekscouts.com for more
information.
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Creekside sophomore
takes Hollywood journey

Gifted students may
excel in different areas

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

By Mandy Intravaia
mail@floridanewsline.com

While most of us were eating turkey and
mashed potatoes over the Thanksgiving
holiday, Creekside High School sophomore Lauren Sonnier was in Hollywood
representing St. Johns, Florida. In the
December issue of The CreekLine, you
may recall Miss Saint Johns 2017 – 2018,
Lauren Sonnier, was invited to Hollywood
to compete at the national level.
Sonnier earned her spot in Florida’s royal
court for her dedication to serving others
through her volunteerism within Girls
Scouts, Camp Chippewa and Horse Sense
and Sensitivity. Although the crown and
sash were an added bonus, competing at
the local and national level was a personal
growth opportunity to expand her public
speaking skills. Public speaking causes
trepidation in most adults and this sopho-

more was no
different.

Photo courtesy Andrea Seymour-Sonnier

Miss Saint Johns 2017 – 2018,
Lauren Sonnier

It was a grueling week-long
national competition that included nine
corporate style interviews, a presentation
on volunteerism and a personal introduction on stage in her prettiest gown. More
than 126 young ladies competed in her
age division and Sonnier placed fourth
runner up in the National American Miss
competition in the division of Academics
and Service.
Although she did not take the crown or
win the convertible Ford Mustang, she
learned more that week about herself and
her abilities than many of us learn in a
lifetime.

Finding your local dentist just got easier!

What does it mean to be gifted? There’s
often a misconception about the label.
By definition, gifted does not mean “easy
to teach.” Students who are gifted may
struggle in certain areas of school and excel in others. They might not even be “A”
students. It does mean that a student has
an advanced capacity to learn and apply
knowledge in a particular area, whether
it’s academic, artistic, athletic or social.
“We encourage our students to pursue
their passions,” explains Caitlin O’Keefe,
Director of Education and Curriculum at
San Jose Episcopal Day School (SJEDS).

Dr. Weaver grew up in Mandarin and is
thrilled to be practicing in the area she has
always called home.

14815 Mandarin Road, Suite 101 Jacksonville, FL 32223
904-260-4250 • www.mandarindentalpros.com

spent his kindergarten year successfully
working through the first grade math curriculum.”
The training also provided insight into the
importance of creativity. Creative giftedness, which can often be overlooked, is
just as powerful academic giftedness. Creativity can manifest itself in talent such
as performing or fine arts or in creative
thought such as humor.

As Head of School, Lori Menger began
a professional development initiative to
provide faculty with hands-on training in
differentiated instruction. For three years,
SJEDS faculty worked with Dr. Christine
Weber, Associate Professor of Childhood
at the University of North Florida, an
expert in differentiation and gifted instruction. The faculty has continued their
gifted education professional development
through The Schultz Center, completing
five courses on their own time, as a costeffective way of providing high-quality
training.

“There are comedians in our society making millions of dollars. Look at Jimmy
Fallon,” said Menger. “People with that
kind of gift might not have been the best
math student or had the best science fair
project, but there’s value in what they do.”

Kindergarten teacher Kathy Balek, who
received her gifted endorsement in 2014,
points out an example of how differentiated learning has benefitted her students.

“As a teacher, it is fulfilling to empower
kids and help light that lifelong spark,”
Menger said. “All that we’re doing,
through differentiation and Think Tank,
our school-wide enrichment program,
provides real, authentic learning experiences. And that sticks with kids better
than multiple choice tests.”

’64 & Before
We are excited to welcome Dr. Laura Weaver
to Mandarin Dental Professionals!

Photo courtesy San Jose Episcopal Day School.

Creativity abounds in Kathy Balek’s
kindergarten classroom.

“I had a student who, during the first
few weeks of school, demonstrated that
he had already mastered kindergarten
math skills,” she said. “Because I have
the autonomy to tailor instruction in my
classroom for each individual student, we

Creativity is an important tool for teachers as well.
“As teachers, we can’t let it go by the
wayside. The more creativity we use in
class, the more the students will get out of
it,” said sixth grade language arts teacher
Shannon Nunley.

Av

Mandy Intravaia is with San Jose Episcopal
Day School.
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Bartram Trail Football coach
receives honorable nomination
By Delaney Cantrell
mail@floridanewsline.com

Bartram Trail High
School football coach
Darrell Sutherland won
big this season. Although
Sutherland has a history
of coaching successful
teams, he and his team
beat his best year by one
game this season. Sutherland coached his team to
the state semifinals for the
fourth time, but this was
the first year to win the
game.
When asked for the key
to this year’s successful
Photo courtesy Delaney Cantrell
Bartram Trail High School head football coach Darrell Sutherland
seadon, Sutherland said,
“The team was cooperative and bought
into the process.”
“One lesson I would like my players to
As a result, Sutherland was nominated
gain is that it is more important to be a
for the Jacksonville Jaguars Don Shula
great man than a great football player,”
Coach of the Year Award. This process
said Sutherland.
started with each NFL team nominating
Sutherland, along with his wife of 25
one local high school coach for a total of
years, Mary, decided on St. Johns being
32 nominees. All 32 nominees had the
their home after the birth of their first
chance to go to the Pro Bowl, where the
child, Caleb. Sutherland is originally from
winner was announced. Although he did
not win, Sutherland said he was extremely Washington D.C. and began coaching in
Virginia. The couple decided that moving
humbled to be nominated.
to a more family friendly environment
Sutherland emphasized that this year’s
would better suit them. They went on to
success was the result of a group effort.
have their daughter, Emmanuelle (Elle),
He said, “This award should be titled the
and son, Elijah (Eli). Caleb and Elle are
‘Staff of the Year’ award. The nomination
both students at Bartram Trail, while Eli is
is really a representative award.”
in eighth grade.
Sutherland teaches more than just
football plays while on the field with his
players.
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Sutherland has been a coach with Bartram
for 18 years.
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Music4Lessons
Private

Music
Lessons

New Students Only. (reg. $100)
With this coupon. Cannot be
combined with any other offers.
Expires 3/26/18

New Students Only.
(reg. $100)

FREE

Registration

25 Registration waived
with this coupon

$

With this coupon. Cannot be
combined with any other offers.
Expires 3/26/18

www.nfconservatory.org

Register for classes online:
fconservatory.org
Register online at: www.n
Arts Education
r: National Guild for Community

NF Conser

d with
With this coupon. Cannot be combine
any other offers. Expires 3/26/18
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Register online at: www.nfconservatory.org

With this coupon. Cannot be combined with
any other offers. Expires 3/26/18

NF Conservatory is a non-profit 501(C)(3) Member: National Guild for Community Arts Education

ASSISTED LIVING APARTMENTS
Lock in All-Inclusive RATES FOR LIFE
Offer Ends Soon!

Proudly Presents
LERNER & LOEWE’S

Join the NFC as we proudly present
“My Fair Lady”
Hello Dolly!
By Permission of
Tams-Whitmark Music Library

Music by Frederick Loewe
MARCH
16-25
Performances:
April 14-23

Book & Lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner

Friday-Saturday at 8:00 p.m. • Saturday-Sunday at 2:00 p.m.
All Seats $20 • Showtixnow.com for Tickets!
Northeast Florida Conservatory Theatre

165 Silver Lane

|

St. Augustine, FL 32084

Assisted Living – Memory Care – Short-Term Stays

Adapted from George Bernard Shaw’s play and Gabriel Pascal’s motion picture “Pygmalion”
Join the NFC as we proudly present

Hello Dolly!

904.374.8639
www.nfconservatory.org
Performances: April•
14-23
11363 San Jose Blvd. Bldg. 200 Jacksonville, FL 32223

The Northeast Florida Conservatory is a Non-Profit 501 IC)(3) corporation.

Assisted Living Facility #12928
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School Briefs
NW St. Johns County students earn
Spelling Bee honors
Carly Miller, an eighth-grade student
at Swiss Point Middle School, won the
2018 St. Johns County School District
Spelling Bee held in January at First
Coast Technical College. She won by
spelling the word “piccolo” correctly.
Carly is the daughter of Carrie and
Jeramie Miller.

Cheryl Freeman, district volunteer coordinator; and Sandy Waldeis, community
representative.
Palencia Elementary announces 2018
silent auction dinner
On Friday, April 20, the Palencia Club
will be transformed into a magical night
of Mardi Gras fun for Palencia Elementary School’s Spring Social and Silent

Jackson Willis, an eighth-grade student
at Liberty Pines Academy, is the runner
up. He is the son of Monica and Benjamin Willis.
Both students will advance to the
JAXSPORTS Council Regional Spelling
Bee on Friday, March 9 at the Florida
Theatre in Jacksonville.
Thirty-four elementary and middle
school students from 29 public and
five private schools competed for the
honor of representing St. Johns County.
It took 26 rounds for the winner to be
determined.
The participants were congratulated
by Deputy Superintendent for Academic and Student Services Brennan
Asplen. Also in attendance to support
the students were School Board Chair
Bill Mignon and School Board Vice
Chair Kelly Barrera. Rebecca England,
school district program specialist for
Elementary Language Arts, served as
the spelling bee coordinator and the
pronouncer was Linda Villadoniga,
retired St. Johns County School District
teacher. Judges for the event were Jay
DiMartino, district Language Arts and
World Languages program specialist;

Photo courtesy Emily Turner

Last year’s Spring Social and Silent Auction Dinner
raised more than $28,000.

Auction Dinner. The school’s PTO
plans to deck out the night in gold,
green and purple for a colorful evening
of dinner, music and auctions with all
the Cajun touches — including beads,
food and lots of fun.
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. to provide
ample time to preview the silent auction items. A ticket purchase includes
a three-course dinner with Cajun flair,
drinks, DJ provided entertainment and
exclusive live and silent auction items. A
photo booth will be stocked with Mardi
Gras themed props.
The live auction, presided by an auctioneer, will feature some exceptional
family entertainment and dining experiences, including gift cards to local spas,

Bird Food • Feeders • Garden Accents • Gifts

sporting event tickets and opportunities
such as Serenata Beach Club membership and Disney theme park tickets.
Attendees can also bid on a private
Palencia Elementary parking spot and
exclusive school experiences. The special
Mother’s Day table will be back this
year where guests can bid on items
specifically curated for mom.
Last year’s Spring Social and Silent
Auction Dinner proved to be a huge
success, with more than $28,000 raised
that went toward erecting a sunshade
over the school’s PE court. The funds
raised this year will go to adding a sunshade over the school’s playground. Last
year the state of Florida mandated that
schools add 20 more minutes of unstructured play time for students. This
has resulted in the kids getting more
recess and playground time, but with no
shade and the unrelenting Florida sun,
the students and teachers would greatly
benefit from a sunshade.
Space is limited to 100 guests. Visit
www.palenciementarypto.weebly.com
to purchase tickets online. Contact
Meridith Strout, event chair, at Mtaylorstrout1@gmail.com to find out how
your business may participate in the
silent auction.
Liberty Pines Academy announces
spring events
It is a busy spring at Liberty Pines
Academy. Take note of some important
upcoming dates:
Freshman night at Bartram Trail High
School will be on March 5, from 6:30

p.m. – 8 p.m. The information discussed this evening will be invaluable
for eighth graders.
The teachers have a planning day on
March 16, so all students have the day
off; report cards will be issued on March
23..
The Wolf Pack Singers, the school’s chorus, will be performing at Westminster
Woods at 1 p.m. on March 24.
St. Johns County’s Spring Break is
March 26 – 30.
Save the date for the school’s Spring
Carnival, which will be held on April
8 from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. The event will
feature rides, games, bounce houses and
food. The community is invited to this
school fundraiser.
Lions and tigers cont. from pg.18

straight up into a flock of birds.” Warrick
brought them with her from California,
where she did Disney shows with them.
Warrick has worked with exotic animals all
her life, having received extensive training
at the Los Angeles Zoo. She has received
her bachelor’s degree in Holistic Nutrition
to better care for the animals’ nutritional
needs. She earned a bachelor’s degree in
biology in 2011, graduating magna cum
laude. The Reserve is her labor of love and
she has an ongoing relationship with each
animal at the Reserve….
[Editor’s Note: Be sure to check out the
April issue of The CreekLine to read the
conclusion of local author C.B. Swartz’s
story about her visit to the St. Augustine
Wild Reserve.]

$7 Off

March Bird Bucks

any $35
purchase
or more
One discount per purchase.
Not valid on previous
purchases,
Gift Cards or DSC
membership fees. Cannot
be combined with other
Coupons. Valid until
3/20/2018

12627 San Jose Blvd., Suite 602
Jacksonville, FL 32223

904-800-2459
www.strandz-hair.com

Ready for Spring!
We proudly carry:

450 SR 13 at Race Track (next to Publix) • www.wbu.com/jacksonville

Lowest Cost Braces in 1/3 the Time!

12058 San Jose Boulevard
Suite 102
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Call 904-880-3131 or
Text us at 904-584-3777

As Low as

$99/mo.

KrantzDentalCare.com

Appts 6:30am–7pm & on Saturdays!
New Patients Always Welcome!

© 2018 chrisad, inc.

®

We’re not just your newspaper,
we’re your neighbors!

The CreekLine is
your Community Newspaper!
We need YOU to keep us informed
about interesting community events.

Send it in!

editor@FloridaNewsLine.com
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Relay for Life: The Road to Success

River of Life
United Methodist Church

By Atharva Palande
mail@floridanewsline.com

The road to success is always under construction. Every time a goal is met, another goal is set and one must move towards
it — and Relay for Life of North St. Johns
County and the American Cancer Society
are likewise moving forward with new and
challenging fundraising goals in 2018.
Over the years, the American Cancer
Society has donated an amount more than
$2.8 billion to cancer research.
Relay for Life of North St. Johns County
has contributed to the fundraising of
that $2.8 billion, with millions raised
over the years. Relay for Life of North St.
Johns County will be held on April 14 at
Bartram Trail High School from 12 p.m.
– 10 p.m.
In line with this year’s theme of gaming,
it’s “game on” time for the Relay for Life
leadership team this year. During the
official Reboot (kick-off) meeting, Relay
for Life brought a Game Truck, donated
by the local franchisee, to the meeting at
Allen D. Nease High School.
During the meeting, representatives from
local schools came and presented ideas
on fundraising and creating teams. While
there are 25 teams so far, the amount is
expected to grow due to a huge outreach
program that is tasked with generating
interest among other groups and corporations.

2600 Racetrack Rd, St. Johns, FL
(904) 230-2955

is Becky Kimball, who is a part of the
leadership team of Relay for Life of North
St. Johns County and has raised a total of
$3,350. Many other members are following in a close second, with leaders such as
Petra Van Linden and Kim Aslan.
Conveniently, the Relay for Life App on
the IOS Store or the Google Store allows
people to register and create teams and
join teams.
To reach out and see how you can support
the cause, contact the American Cancer
Society office at (904) 398-0537. To
join and/or create your own Relay Team,
download the Relay for Life app on either

Photo courtesy Atharva Palande

Atharva Palande with Laurie Allen, the Community Development Manager of CITI.

the IOS store or the Google Store, and
follow the instructions. Email rfl.bartramtrail@gmail.com for additional local
information or visit http://main.acsevents.
org/site/TR?fr_id=86383&pg=entry to
make a donation.

Bartram Trail High School girls’ soccer seniors
announce college decisions
On Feb. 7, 2018, Bartram Trail High
School hosted a signing event for the
girls’ soccer team players that have
formally committed to play at the college level upon graduation in the spring.
Teammates, families and friends gathered
together to enjoy refreshments as they
celebrated the girls’ accomplishments.
Maddie Defranco and parents, Columbus
State University

COMMUNITY
CELEBRATION
IN THE PATCH
Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018
Worship Service at 9:30am
Easter Egg Hunt at 10:30am
Free Lunch at 11:00am
“The Pumpkin Patch Church”
2600 Racetrack Road
Between CVS & JCE

All are welcome for free food,
fun, bounce houses, photos
with the Easter Bunny, face
painting and an Easter egg hunt!

HOLY WEEK CHURCH SERVICES
Holy Thursday - March 29th, 7p

Good Friday - March 30th, 7p
Easter Sunday - April 1st,
9:30a & 11a

For example, the local CITIGroup created
a team named “Shine On” and donated
$1,000 to the American Cancer Society.
However, Relay for Life cannot only depend on major corporations for continued
support — there is a reliance on individual supporters as well. One such example

Join us for our 2nd Annual

2600 Racetrack Rd,
St. Johns, FL 32259

Nicole Wynn, Middle Tennessee State University

“I only want cremation.”

Call for pricing
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine
serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

A CONNECTING CHURCH
Our Worship Services
Traditional Worship
Sunday School
Contemporary Worship

8:30am
9:45am
11:00am

Photos by Shelley Howard

Jade Sparks, University of West Florida

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

O ur
ly
Fami ours
ng Y
Ser vi e 1915
Sinc

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.

www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672
Call for a no cost consultation

Fruit Cove Baptist Church
501 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL 32259

2179 State Rd 13 • Switzerland, FL 32259 • (904) 287-0330
www.switzerlandcc.org

Sunday, March 25th
2:30pm - 5:00pm

FREE COMMUNITY EASTER PARTY
Mandarin Presbyterian Church (Loretto Road Campus)
Sunday, March 25th, 2:30 - 5:00pm
PONY RIDES, BOUNCY THINGS,
CRAFTS, COOKIE DECORATING,
SNOW CONES, PETTING ZOO AND MORE!
TWO BIG EGG HUNTS (3:30 & 4:30PM).

For more information visit
mandarinpres.com/eggstravaganza
or call 904.680.9944.

Saturday, April 14th
Car Show and Spring Fest
9 am – 2 pm
(gates open for exhibitors at 7 am)

• Free Food and Drinks • Kids Games • Music •
• 300 Cars and 75 Vendors •

Register online at www.fruitcove.com/carshow
• Be a Vendor or Sponsor • Enter your Car • Volunteer •
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Puzzles

Answers on page 2
Provided by MetroCreative
CLUES ACROSS
1. “ER” actress Leslie
5. Hebrew name for Babylon
10. Newts
14. Leaf angle
15. Dravidian language
16. Ridge on nematodes
17. Monetary unit
18. Determined the tare
19. Unfreeze
20. Merits
22. World’s oldest broadcasting organization
23. Vacation spot
24. December 25
27. Ottoman military command
30. Resin-like substance secreted by
insects
31. A.C. Comics female supervillain
32. Insect linked to honey
35. Opinion
37. In the middle of
38. Basketballer Yao
39. Remove lid

40. Pressure wound therapy
41. Fabric
42. Witnessed
43. Defunct European economic
organization
44. “Hotel California” rockers
45. When you expect to arrive
46. “Sleepless in Seattle” actress Ryan
47. Danish airline
48. Insecticide
49. Scientific instrument
52. Type of seal
55. Israeli city __ Aviv
56. Cavalry sword
60. Ottoman title
61. Gurus
63. Cold wind
64. Predatory reptile (abbr.)
65. New Jersey is one
66. Divulge a secret
67. Finely chopped mixture
68. Actress Zellweger
69. Romanian city

CLUES DOWN
1. “Dark Knight” actor
2. S. African plants
3. Castle in County Offaly, Ireland
4. White (French)
5. Morsel
6. Semitic language
7. Areas outside cities
8. Crackling
9. Cub
10. Landmark house in Los Angeles
11. Red Hot Chili Peppers bassist
12. Mineral
13. Late night host Myers
21. Pull along
23. Not good
25. British Air Aces
26. Upset
27. Maltreatment
28. Nocturnal, cat-like animal
29. Hollyhocks
32. Shelter
33. Finished
34. Discharge
36. “X-Men” actor McKellen

37. Beloved dish __ and cheese
38. Holds coffee
40. Languish
41. Quenches
43. Electric fish
44. Consume
46. Type of school
47. Erase
49. Educate
50. “Transformers” actress Fox
51. Spiritual leader
52. Every one
53. Site of the Taj Mahal
54. Welsh village
57. Weapon
58. Geological times
59. S. Asian crops
61. Soviet Socialist Republic
62. Witness

If you have any of these symptoms,
you could be making your hip or
knee worse by waiting:
1 Unable to maintain an active lifestyle
2 Pain that gets worse at night and

interferes with sleep
3 Catching, popping or locking
4 Difficulty putting on

shoes and socks
5 Swelling

Hip or knee pain?
5 symptoms you shouldn’t ignore

You like to stay active, but sometimes hip or knee pain gets
in the way. How do you know when it’s time to see a doctor?

Phillip Bell, MD, is the
newest fellowship-trained
orthopedic surgeon at
JOI’s Baptist South
location.

The experts at Jacksonville Orthopaedic Institute (JOI) offer
innovative new options to relieve your pain and get you back
to doing the things you love.

Why live with hip or knee pain?
Call us today for an appointment at Baptist South.

904.JOI.2000 (564-2000)
© Baptist Health 2018

JOI 33471 Ortho Hip Knee TCL MNL SNL Ad HP_v03.indd 1

1/16/18 10:22 AM
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THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE
NOT BEEN SCREENED BY THE
SOUTHEASTERN ADVERTISING
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
(SAPA); Therefore, any discrepancies thereof shall not
be the responsibility of the
aforementioned association.
Your publisher has agreed to
participate in this program
and run these ads as a service
to the Southeastern Advertising Publishers Association.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Beware of loan fraud. Please
check with the Better Business Bureau or Consumer
Protection Agency before
sending any money to
any loan company. SAPA
AUTOMOTIVE
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! Top
Dollar Offer! Free Towing From
Home, Office or Body Shop.
All Makes/Models 2000-2016.
Same Day Pick-Up Available!
Call Now: 1-800-761-9396
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!
All Makes/Models 2000-2016!
Any Condition. Running
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free
Towing! We’re Nationwide!
Call Now: 1-888-985-1806
GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN OR
SUV? Do the humane thing.
Donate it to the Humane Society. Call 1-855-558-3509
EDUCATION
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING
- Get FAA Technician certification. Approved for military
benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute
of Maintenance 866-453-6204
HEALTH & MEDICAL
OXYGEN - Any time. Anywhere. No tanks to refill.
No deliveries. The All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 866-732-9512
Medicare doesn’t cover all
of your medical expenses. A
Medicare Supplemental Plan
can help cover costs that
Medicare does not. Get a
free quote today by calling now. 1-87 7-212-8839
FDA-Registered Hearing Aids.

100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep
it, PAY ONLY $299 per aid.
FREE Shipping. Call Hearing
Help Express 1- 866-744-6150

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
BREAST CANCER! Help United Breast Foundation education, prevention, & support
programs. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX
Bathe safely and stay in the DEDUCTION 855-701-6346
home you love with the #1 A PLACE FOR MOM. The naselling Walk-in Tub in North tion’s largest senior living
America. For an in-home ap- referral service. Contact our
pointment, call: 844-294-5707 trusted, local experts today!
MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Our service is FREE. No obGet Stronger & Harder Im- ligation. CALL 844-432-3281
mediately. Gain 1-3 Inches
Permanently & Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA Licensed.
Free Brochure: 1-800-3543944 www.DrJoelKaplan.com

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help
you self-publish your own
book. FREE author submission kit! Limited offer! Why
GENERIC VIAGRA and CIA- wait? Call now: 844-660-6943
LIS! 100 Pills $99.00 FREE TV INTERNET PHONE $29.99
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. each! We are Your LOCAL
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-5515 Installers! Bundle Services
and Save Huge! $29.99 each!
MISCELLANEOUS
Hurry Call Now this Offer
KILL BED BUGS! Harris Bed Ends Soon! 1-888-858-0262
Bug Killers/KIT. Available:
Hardware Stores, The Home Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?
D e p o t , h o m e d e p o t . c o m You And Your Family May
Be Entitled To Significant
Leaky Faucet? Broken toilet? Cash Award. Call 866-428Call NOW and get the best 1639 for Information. No
deals with your local plumb- Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket.
ers. No hassle appointment
setup. Call NOW! 855-297-1318 Cross Country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company,
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHAR- out of state move $799 Long
ITY. Receive maximum value Distance Movers. Get Free
of write off for your taxes. quote on your Long disRunning or not! All condi- tance move 1-800-511-2181
tions accepted. Free pickup.
Call for details. 855-972-0354 Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home estimate
AUTO INSURANCE START- on Carpeting & Flooring.
ING AT $49/ MONTH! Call for Call Today! 1-800-508-2824
your fee rate comparison
to see how much you can Make a Connection. Real
save! Call: 855-970-1224 People, Flirty Chat. Meet
singles right now!
Call
Need a WALK IN TUB? Get- LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call
ting in and out of the tub can NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.
be easier than ever before.
Walk in Tubs are designed ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deto prevent slipping with tex- livered to-the-door Omaha
tured mats and hand rails. Steaks! SAVE 75% PLUS get 4
They also have and textured more Burgers & 4 more Kielpads to keep your head above basa FREE! Order The Family
water. Call Today for More Gourmet Buffet - ONLY $49.99.
information. 855-789-3291 Call 1-855-895-0358 mention
code 51689LCX or visit www.
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you be- omahasteaks.com/cook03
hind paying your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification? Earthlink High Speed Internet.
Is the bank threatening fore- As Low As $14.95/month (for
closure? CALL Homeowner’s the first 3 months.) Reliable
Relief Line now! FREE CON- High Speed Fiber Optic
SULTATION 844-359-4330 Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earth-

link Today 1-855-520-7938
Become a published author! Publications sold at all
major secular & specialty
Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing
for your FREE author submission kit. 1-855-548-5979
HughesNet Satellite Internet
? 25mbps for just $49.99/mo!
Get More Data FREE Off-Peak
Data. No phone line required!
FAST download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard Installation! Call 1-855-440-4911
DISH Network. 190+ Channels. FREE Install. FREE
Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/
month (24 months) Add
High Speed Internet - $14.95
(where avail.) CALL Today &
SAVE 25%! 1-855-837-9146
Stop OVERPAYING for your
prescriptions! SAVE! Call
our licensed Canadian and
International pharmacy,
compare prices and get
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! CALL 1-855-5415141 Promo Code CDC201725
Spectrum Triple Play! TV,
Internet & Voice for $29.99
ea. 60 MB per se c ond
speed No contract or commitment. More Channels.
Faster Internet. Unlimited
Voice. Call 1-855-652-9304
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior living
referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-844-722-7993
SATELLITE TV
DISH Network. 190+ Channels. FREE Install. FREE
Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/
month (24 months) Add
High Speed Internet - $14.95
(where avail.) CALL Today &
SAVE 25%! 1-855-419-7188

Call 1-844-879-7279 to learn
more about our special offers.
TV INTERNET Phone $29.99
each! No one beats our
prices! Bundle and save
huge now! We are your local installers! Call now offer
ends soon. 1-888-858-0262

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we
belong to has purchased the
above classifieds. Determining the value of their service
or product is advised by
this publication. In order to
avoid misunderstandings,
some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather
supply the readers with
manuals, directories and
other materials designed to
help their clients establish
mail order selling and other
businesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should
you send any money in
advance or give the client
your checking, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also
beware of ads that claim to
guarantee loans regardless
of credit and note that if
a credit repair company
does business only over
the phone it is illegal to
request any money before
delivering its service. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may
or may not reach Canada.

ADVERTISE to 10 Million
Homes across the USA!
Place your ad in over 140
community newspapers,
DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now with circulation totaling over
- Get NFL Sunday Ticket for
FREE! Every Game. Every 10 million homes. Contact
Sunday. CHOICE- All-Included Independent Free Papers
Package. Over 185 Chan- of America IFPA at danielnels. $60/month (for 12 leburnett-ifpa@live.com or
Months.) CALL 1- 877-666-2821
visit our website cadnetads.
Stop paying too much for com for more information
cable and get DISH today.

Job Finder is complimentary for our advertisers.

PLACE
YOUR
GARAGE
SALE AD
HERE FOR
FREE!

St Johns County Landscape
Company now hiring. Willing to train, Positive work
environment, Potential to
advance. Base rate - 12.00
hr + for experience - Call
Joe @ 904-763-7880

Looking for fun, energetic
people to join our team!
Must be flexible, dependable, nurturing, and enjoy
working with children.
We offer competitive pay
and benefits. Full and
part time positions available. Apply online: academyatjulingtoncreek.com

Divine Mercy House Thrift
Store is looking for part-time
help. 20 hours a week. Please
send resume to thriftstore@
divinemercyhouse.org.

Email to:
classifieds@
floridanewsline.com

Discover the world’s best
walk-in bathtub from
5 Reasons American Standard
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice
1
2
3

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

4

855-888-7010

5

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe
Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be first time purchaser. See www.walkintubs.
americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. CSLB B982796; Suffolk
NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

Backed by American Standard’s
140 years of experience
$
Ultra low entry for easy
1,500
entering and exiting
S
AVINGS
Patented Quick Drain®
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an
invigorating massage
FREE IN-HOME
EVALUATION!

AIRLINE
CAREERS
Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses
coast to coast. Job placement assistance.
Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

800-481-7894

Call Today to Save 25%
DISH Special Offer

High Speed Internet

4999

$

1495

$

/mo

for 24 mo.

190+ Channels

/mo

SAVE When You Bundle
Apply additional savings when you add Internet

Watch all of your favorites

Options Available Nationwide

FREE Next Day Installation!

Pricing and speeds vary

Scheduling may vary & up to 6 TVs

#1 In Customer Satisfaction

FREE Hopper HD DVR

2016 independent study

Record up to 16 shows at the same time

Subject to availability. Restrictions apply.

1-855-419-7188

Call Today & Save Up To 25%!
Call for more information

Community Marketplace - Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

Massage Therapy
Alicia Nordman LMT

Only $50 an hour #MM12329/MA53865

Swedish • Deep Tissue
Neuromuscular Therapy

(904) 514 -5788

www.hunterlmt.com
A New U Massage located in San Jose Office
Center, Next to Sonny’s and Ace Hardware

$5 OFF with this ad.

Fresh Look Lawn
Maintenance
Catering to the needs of the Homeowner

• Driveways • Concrete Removal
• Patios
• Driveway Extension
• Walkways • Pavers

904-729-1478

FREE ESTIMATES

838-1836

Call Today for Free Decorative
Trim with Driveway Job!

Affordable Monthly Rates
Licensed & insured • Weekly Lawn Service
Shawn Wienecke Owner

Pavers ConCrete
& More
Tear Out and Replace
• Pavers • Concrete • Driveways
• Walkways • Patios

Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

St. Johns County
Concrete Services, LLC
Professional • Reliable • Quality

Specializing in ALL Homeowner Improvements

FRmEaEtes

esti

• Driveways •
• Patios •
• Sidewalks •

(904) 534-5011

Serving North Florida since 1983
Licensed • Bonded • Fully Insured

•Residential Cleaning Service•
•Family Owned And Operated•

Absolutely
Clean
Maid
Service
904-832-3499
Lisa Jackson

One Less Thing
Pool & Lawn Care
Licensed and Insured
Free Estimates
Weekly Pool Maintenance
Call for this month’s special

(904) 680-8926
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Travel

A visit to the 9/11 Memorials and Museum
By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Visiting the September 11 Museum in
New York City is worth the mental and
emotional preparation required to relive
the horrific events of that day. The visit
offers compelling stories of the nearly
3,000 who died and those whose heroism saved others.
The National September 11 Memorials
and Museum honors victims of terror
attacks at the World Trade Center and
Pentagon, the plane crash near Shanksville, Pa., and the February 1993 World
Trade Center bombing that killed six.
The approach brings you past twin
reflecting pools called “Reflecting
Absence.” Spanning nearly an acre each,
they feature North America’s largest
manmade waterfalls. The borders of the
pools mark the Towers’ footprints, and
each victim’s name is engraved on the
border. Cascading water drops from
street level, vanishing down holes in
the center — no bottom visible. The
effect overwhelms. Is it the absence of
the towers or the waterfalls recalling the
whole country’s tears?

ents
new cli

Ground Zero.”
Time-lapse footage
follows the transformation and renewal
of the World Trade

A memorial area commemorates the
lives of the
perished.
The floorto-ceiling
photos, one
for each
victim, lining a large
room make
the experience deeply
personal.
The faces
Center
alone comsite. The
pel, typing
painful
in a name
beginat a console
ning
brings heartpictures
wrenching
Slurry Wall and the Last Column, which was the last one removed from flaginformaGround Zero and was signed by many of the workers. draped
tion from the
coffins bevictim’s family.
ing removed from Ground Zero rubble
The center of this space holds a smaller
as workers stand by with quiet reverroom lined with benches. A transparent
ence. The following transition, showing
glass floor shows the original ground
steadily advancing work on the new
beneath. This haunting room remains
structures, evoke the indomitable will of
dark, adding to the impact of heara great city, and the ultimate triumph of
ing each victim’s name read aloud and
a whole nation’s spirit over the catastroprojected onto the wall.
phe.

Theymatter
matter
They
me.Joyous holiday
totome.

Visitors enter the museum through a
ground-level glass building with security
screening. An original steel beam from
the once-sky-scraping Towers dominates
the descent to today’s underground
architectural wonder. Robert De Niro
narrates an informative audio tour, with
guided group tours and an app also
available.

F
$25 OF

The museum’s three exhibition sections
tell stories of the days before, of, and
after 9/11.

A theater offers a multi-screen film
experience, aptly titled “Rebirth at

Leaving this area brings one past “Survivor’s Staircase,” placed in the museum

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Survivors Staircase

at their request. This concrete stairway
once sat outside, offering a lifesaver for
thousands exiting before the collapse.
Another room offers an extended 9/11
timeline. A well-placed warning outside
tells visitors of the poignant, graphic
videos and rescued mementos inside.
Disturbing but profoundly connecting,
live footage and answering-machine
messages speak the pain of friends and
family on and after from that terrible
day. The many barely recognizable
dust-covered fragments of office items,
artwork, and personal possessions offer
a shroud over what ended for so many
that day.
An area not open to visitors holds the
unidentifiable remains of 9/11 dead —
making it the only graveyard many have
for lost loved-ones.

Joyous holiday
The museum shop, a must at historic
wishes to wishes to
seemed out of place here. Books
your
IYour
getyou
it.
Yourand
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arethan
more
than
justsites,
things.
you Iand
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more
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where
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They’re
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and they
shirts?
family
…your

only

They matter
They matter
to me.
to me.

right protection.
I’m here.
deservedeserve
the rightthe
protection.
It’s whyIt’s
I’mwhy
here.
The 9/11 Museum generates controLET’STODAY.
TALK TODAY.
LET’S TALK
versy, but large numbers of visitors show

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Bus: 904-268-5522
jim.register.g2k4@statefarm.com
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May all your wishes come true this
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1706815
1101450.1

FRE� heartworm test
with purchase of
1 year supply of
heartworm prevention.

1706815

(904) 209-5740

10440 US Highway 1 North
St. Augustine FL 32095
(Next to Nease High School)
M-F 7:30am-6pm Sat 8-12pm
www.NeaseAnimalHospital.com

Ask us about our
additional services:

Acupuncture, Chinese Herbal,
Canine Rehab Therapy,
Underwater Treadmill

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

1706815
1706815

1101450.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

State
Farm Mutual
Automobile
Insurance Company
State Farm Mutual
Automobile
Insurance
Company
StateCasualty
Farm Fire
and Casualty Company
State Farm Fire and
Company
Bloomington,
IL
Bloomington, IL
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Creating
Beautiful
State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
Smiles
for Over
25 Years!

how strong the need for those who
watched shocked and mesmerized as
those towers fell on national TV is to
connect with the place and in some way,
the victims, and the heroes.
If you go: The cost for adults is $24, but
a CityPASS package saves money when
touring other sites in NYC. The audio
guide was an additional $7.
Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories
and travel tips.

SAVE ORTHODONTIC EXPENSE!

Call for a FREE ORTHODONTIC
Growth & Development EXAMINATION by age 7
ST. JOHNS

Race Track Rd. • next to Memorial Emergency Center
111 Doctor’s Village Dr. • Ste. 400 • St. Johns, FL 32259

ST. AUGUSTINE

22 St. Johns Medical Park Dr. • St. Augustine, FL 32086

WILLIAM J. GLENOS, D.M.D., P.A.

Board Certified Orthodontic Specialist For Children, Teens, and Adults

904.79SMILE (797.6453) • smilesbyglenos.com
Connect with us! Like us on Facebook
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Fishing

JULINGTON CREEK’S
BEST KEPT SECRET

Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Captain David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.com

We are finally into March and the fear of
any more winter weather is beginning to
fade. In recent years we have been a little
spoiled with mild winters with little rain.
These patterns have helped contribute
to the longer and more bountiful fishing
seasons that we have recently experienced;
however, due to this year’s colder and
wetter winter weather, we can probably
expect a more traditional fishing season
similar to seasons past.
If you fish freshwater, then you know that
March is traditionally the month you can
count on most for largemouth bass fishing in our area of the state. Give or take
a couple weeks on either side of March,
bass fishing is at its best. During this time,
bass are in a feeding frenzy coming out of
their winter doldrums and entering into
pre-spawn, spawn and post spawn activities. This is usually the easiest time of year
for anyone to catch the sometimes tricky
largemouth with artificial and live baits.
Following a colder winter, March is the
month you can expect warmer temperatures to become more consistent. In
saltwater, especially at the beach, some of
the best surf fishing of the year is brought
on by warmer ocean temperatures as a
variety of fish begin their spring migrations. Bluefish and whiting are the most
prominent of species early on, followed by
pompano and others as the water continues to warm. As always, shrimp, sand

fleas, and cut bait should be your baits of
choice in the surf.
If you ever wanted to catch the really big
black drum, then once again, March is the
month to count on when following a traditional fishing season. Fishing the deeper
holes in the Intracoastal or the northern
end of the St. Johns River, drum exceeding 30 or 40 pounds are not uncommon.
Blue crabs, clams, and cut fish make the
best baits.
In our local area of the river, March is the
month we can usually expect the return
of many saltwater fish that had left for the
winter. Smaller, but tastier croaker should
appear first, with reds and speckled trout
following shortly behind. Following a
colder winter, these and other fish may be
easier to locate early on by fishing waters
north of the Buckman and closer to town.
Cut fish and dead shrimp for bait will
usually let you know what’s biting pretty
quick.

The Marywood Inn and Retreat Center
has been a cornerstone of the Catholic
community and Shawn Jamerson, the

• Oversized water view and
preserve lots
• Extraordinary amenities
with guarded gate
New home designs available...Customize our plans
to create the home of your dreams!

SHOWCASE HOMES

Fishing Report: Largemouth bass is easily
the best bet for freshwater at this time
year. Whiting bite should be strong at the
beach and easily worth a try while working on the early stages for that new sun
tan for 2018.
Whether you catch one, some, or none,
the family time spent fishing will last a
lifetime.

Marywood library cont. from pg. 1

My visit may be the only other contact
with another person. The men have meals
in their cells and have no visitors. Their
only contact are letters, books, guards and
my visits. Books are the only companion
to many inmates. Some have learned to
read Hebrew and Greek just to understand more truth and knowledge.”

Estate Living
Now From the High $400’s

front desk receptionist, has assisted guests
with their visits.
“The Marywood guest dives into his or
her itinerary: attending talks, enjoying
the grounds, meals and fellow guests,” she
said.

THE SIENA

823 E Dorchester Drive, St. Johns, FL 32259
4 Bedrooms / 3 Bath / 3 Car Garage / 3,054 ft²
Lot #041

NOW ONLY $582,545

According to Jamerson, Matt Achorn is
always on the grounds and is eager to talk
to guests about anything that may interest them at Marywood. He can also be
reached at (904) 287-2525.

We make your search for quality
PreK and childcare simple and easy!
THE EGRET V

1000 West Dorchester Drive, St. Johns, FL 32259
4 Bedrooms / 3 Bath / 3 Car Garage / 3,067 ft²
Lot #030

NOW ONLY $681,900
lling
nro and
e
NowBefore ool
for ter Sch
Af Care

Julington Creek Plantation prides itself on its 1,200 acres of
natural areas which include over 100 acres of ponds. Locally known
as “The Plantation” or just “JCP,” neighborhood schools, nearby
medical facilities, golf course, recreational offerings, and
convenient shopping centers have made Julington Creek one of
the most sought-after communities in the area.
And we pay off the CDD!

The scores are in and our VPK
program has achieved a 100%
readiness rate for kindergarten*

Infant through 4 years old-VPK
Before and after school for ages 6 to 12

✥ NAC Accredited ✥ After School Care
✥ Transportation before and after school to
Durbin Creek, Julington Creek and Patriot Oaks Academy
990 Flora Branch Blvd. | St. Johns, FL
(904) 230-8200 • www.theajc.net

*As measured and posted by the Florida Department of Education at https://vpk.fldoe.org

904.513.0894 / www.ICIHomes.com
Prices and offerings subject to change. Intervest Construction of Jax, Inc. 14785-3 Old
St. Augustine Road, Jacksonville, FL CBC #057851.

C07SJ0083
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FREE
EXAM
Complete Physical
Exam Included
New Clients Only

$20 OFF

OPENING

DENTAL CLEANING

Must present coupon. Offers cannot be
combined. Expires 4/13/18.

IN FRUIT COVE, RACE TRACK,
ST. JOHNS

$10
OFF
WELLNESS

WALK-INS WELCOME!
PREVENTATIVE CARE
SURGICAL SERVICES
EMERGENCY SERVICES
DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES

MEMBERSHIP

Must present coupon. Offers cannot be
combined. Expires 4/13/18.

MURABELLA | 904-686-9352
74 Capulet Dr. Unit 204
St. Augustine
TINSELTOWN | 904-619-9733
4372 Southside Blvd. Ste. 309
Jacksonville

GRAND
G
N
I
N
E
P
O

BAYMEADOWS | 904-733-5100
8505 Baymeadows Rd.
Jacksonville

7 DAYS A WEEK

because you aren't happy with your weight, it
might be time to consider weight-loss surgery.
At Memorial Advanced Surgery, we know that
great care starts with caring. Our team is
dedicated to helping you reach your goals.
Led by Dr. John DePeri, Dr. Steven Webb
and Dr. Husain Abbas, our office has
helped thousands of people just like you
get back to a more active life.
Go to MemorialAdvancedSurgery.com or call
(904) 399-5678 to make an appointment or
learn about our weight-loss surgery seminars.

M E M O R I A L

H E A L T H

FOREVERVETSJAX.COM

WALK-INS WELCOME • EXTENDED HOURS

If you're always skipping the family selfie

memorialadvancedsurgery

FRUIT COVE, RACE TRACK, ST. JOHNS
904-287-5625
2758 Race Track Rd., Ste. 409, Fruit Cove

Picture
a More
Active You!

