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BFF Best Furry Friend

February History
Lecture on Feb. 27 to
feature author of Edisto
Island
book
By Sandy Arpen
mail@floridanewsline.com

You might be thinking, “What in the
world does a book about Edisto Island,
South Carolina, have to do with Mandarin?” Well … a lot actually. Most folks
do not know that there was once a small
African American community on Old
St. Augustine Road that was also called
Edisto. The people who settled there
had migrated from Edisto, S.C. to this
area after the Civil War. They started a
church there, Julington Baptist Church,
one of Mandarin’s three historic African
American churches that still exists.

Back In Time

Volunteers at Mandarin Museum have
been doing research related to the
development of an exhibit on African
American history in Mandarin that
will be part of the expanded museum
building this fall. This research led them
to connect with the Gullah Geechee
Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission, which connected them with
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Get To Know . . .
Harriet Courtney

Puzzles

Flag retirement ceremony to be
held in Mandarin
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

U.S. flags will be honorably retired at a
ceremony at the Mandarin Community
Club on Sunday, Feb. 9 at 3 p.m. The
club has been collecting worn, faded,
used or damaged flags throughout the
year for proper and honorable disposal
at this flag retirement event. The club
has been partnering with SAR (Sons of
the American Revolution) for multiple
years to
hold this
ceremony as a
valuable
service to
members
and the
community.
This is a
moving
and educational
experience for all who attend as they witness
an American flag deconstructed, while
the history and meaning of each component is explained.

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum & Historical Society
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“In addition to those who have brought
their flags to the club or any of our

Photos courtesy Dennis Adams

events, we
would also
like to thank
Thompson
Ace Hardware for
their role
in collecting worn,
used or faded flags,” said Susie Scott,
president of the Mandarin Community
Club.
Flags that are in poor condition should
not be displayed and this ceremony
provides a means to see that they are

retired with respect and honor. Flags
that are faded or have holes should
be turned in for proper management
of disposal; a collection box will be
located outside the club at 12447 Mandarin Road from 7 a.m. – 3 p.m. on
Feb. 9 prior to the ceremony for those
who would like their flag retired, but
are unable to attend the ceremony that
afternoon.
The public is welcome and encouraged
to attend this highly symbolic ceremony. Visit mandarincommunityclub.org
or call the club at (904) 268-1622 for
more information.

Fourth annual Tree Giveaway and Festival coming to
Mandarin Community Club
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

History Lecture cont. on pg. 13
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A “growing” event, the Mandarin
Community Club is proud to host a
tree giveaway for the fourth year in a
row. This year’s event will be held on
Sunday, Feb. 29 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
at the club, located at 12447 Mandarin
Road.
This is the club’s way of continuing to
replant and keep Mandarin “green.”
More than 500 free trees are available
to residents living in the 32223, 32257
and 32258 zip codes. In the interest of
fairness, only one tree may be given to
each household.
This initiative was started by the Mandarin Community Club following the
staggering tree losses incurred during
the two years of Hurricanes Matthew
and Irma. The club pledged to fund a
replanting effort by giving away trees to
its members and the community. This
event has been so well received that it

has continued into a fourth year and
the club has committed to make this an
annual event.
In addition to the giveaway of more
than 500 trees of six different species, there will be food trucks offering
breakfast items as the morning begins
and lunch items later — and Nitrogen
Creamery to keep the kids cool and
happy. And this year there will be fun
children’s activities as well.
Vendors on site will include Zack’s local honey sales, Plants with a Purpose,
Thompson Ace Hardware, Local Flower
Co and others. Free mulch will be available, but the supply is limited.
Speakers inside the club building
include Larry Figart from the Duval
County Extension Office on best tree
planting and tree care practices, a talk
on how to attract and nurture gardenfriendly butterflies and a local beekeep-

Photos courtesy Mandarin Community Club

The fourth annual tree giveaway will be held on
Sunday, Feb. 29 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

er on the critical role of bees and the
production of local honey.
The Mandarin Community Club will
host a special table with membership
information and club retail merchandise, including the now popular
“Mandarin” baseball caps. A special
prize drawing for a firepit courtesy of
Thompson Ace Hardware will tempt
everyone to purchase tickets.
Volunteers are encouraged, needed and
welcome. Call the Club at 268-1622 or
email mandarincommunityclub@gmail.
com for more information.
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If you are looking for experienced HVAC system
repair and installation experts in Northeast
Florida, you have come to the right place.
“At Creeks our Customers Come First”
– Owners, Ben and Tina Smith

We service all makes and
models for Residential &
Commercial.
What our customers say about us…
Creeks Air responded to a need for service quickly
and provided follow up with recommendations
through an email with multiple options. After deciding
on buying a new air conditioner, the installation was
professional and easy to schedule. From the service
technician to the installers to the communication
from the office, it appears that Creeks Air has a great
team. Five stars all the way.
B.M
Great products at a fair price, installed by real HVAC
professionals.
W.P.
I am extremely pleased with the quality of service I
received. The staff is professional and took the time
to explain my service process. I highly recommend
them.
V.C

Schedule an
appointment
online!
www.creeksair.com
CMC1249868

Call Us!

904.230.7840

Email Us!

Creeks Air specializes in home comfort. We are located in Northern St. John’s
County, but service St. John’s, Duval, Clay, and the surrounding areas. With
over 34 years of experience in the manufacturing, design, application,
and service of residential and commercial comfort systems,
Creeks is equipped to provide all of your comfort needs. We
strive to provide the best comfort system for your home
or office, including duct work modifications in order to
provide more even temperatures throughout.

service@creeksair.com

Creeks Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc.
(904)230-7840 | 51 Hudson Way Suite 1 Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 | service@creeksair.com
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BFF

Best Furry Friend
of the month
Meet Bernie!

BREED:
Loveable Mutt
FAVORITE ACTIVITY:
Chasing lizards and squirrels
FAVORITE TREAT:
Anything salmon related
FAVORITE FRIEND:
Coco the cat
HOW YOUR BFF GOT THEIR NAME:
Named after former New York Yankees
outfielder Bernie Williams

Table of Contents

This month’s contest sponsored by:
Mandarin Animal Hospital
4473 Sunbeam Road
wwww.mandarinanimalhospital.com
Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answers to the five questions above before
the 10th of the month. Your pet could be our BFF of the month and you could win a Gift Certificate!
Does your business cater to pets? Would you like to sponsor our contest?
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet or sponsor the BFF contest.

MARCH’s Special Section
Home Improvement
Ad Deadline is FEBRUARY 18th

Call 904-886-4919 NOW
to reserve your advertising space!
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Florida NewsLine is excited to introduce

MYSTERY PHOTO

?

Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

BEING

Well

MAGAZINE

First Coast Edition

The perfect fit to promote all things health!

This monthly magazine was created to serve the health and well-being
needs of our community. In each issue you will find health related articles
from leading area professionals along with helpful information to maintain
a healthy lifestyle.

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the chicken coop at Walter Jones Historical Park. Our
winner was Sherry Wiesman. Congratulations!

Don’t miss our first edition!
CALL FOR DETAILS!

Rebecca Thomson
Marketing & Sales
724-968-7602 cell

Rebecca@FloridaNewsline.com
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Feb. 1

Bingo Night at St. Joseph’s
Doors open 6:15 p.m.; Games start 7 p.m.
Cody Center, 4152 Loretto Road
Open to the community; (904) 742-8777
Made by Locals crafters’ mall Grand
Opening
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
5285 Shad Road
www.madebylocals.net
Mandarin Republican Club breakfast
meeting
10 a.m.
Golden Corral, 11470 San Jose Blvd.
Breakfast cost is discounted; all who attend must
purchase breakfast. rmclean1@bellsouth.net

Feb. 3

Southside Newcomers Club First Monday
Coffee
10 a.m.
IHop, 3250 Hodges Blvd.
sncmembership84@gmail.com

Feb. 4

Shuffleboard
1:30 p.m. (repeating event on Tuesdays)
Mandarin Park, next to tennis courts at park
entrance
Just show up unless it rains
Honeybee Quilt Guild
6:30 p.m.
Mandarin Presbyterian Church, 2501 Loretto Road
www.honeybeequilters.org (Repeats first
Tuesday of each month)

Feb. 5

Jacksonville Camera Club
6:45 p.m.
Shepherd of the Woods Church, 6595 Columbia
Park Ct.
www.jax.jaxcameraclub.com (repeating event,
first and third Wednesdays)
Southern Genealogist’s Exchange Society
library open
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

6215 Sauterne Drive, Jacksonville
www.sgesjax.org or (904) 778-1000
Jewish Java
9 a.m.
River Garden, 11401 Old St. Augustine Road
RSVP (904) 224-1408

Feb. 6

Mandarin Library Book Club
1 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Mandarin Branch Library, 3330 Kori Road
(904) 262-5201
Lifetree Cafe, “Laughter is the Best
Medicine”
7 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Harbor Chase Mandarin, third floor Limoncello
Lounge
George@ltcjax.org or (904) 731-0731
Ixia Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society
general meeting, “The Dirt on Dirt” by
Brian Lapinski
6 p.m.
Garden Club of Jacksonville, 1005 Riverside Ave.
www.ixia.fnpschapters.org

Feb. 8

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meeting
7:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.
Baha’i Community Center of Jacksonville, 5034
Greenland Road
www.toastofjax.com (Repeating event on
Saturdays)
Second Saturday Arts and Farmers Market
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd.
Southern Genealogists’ Exchange Society
(SGES) meeting
10 a.m.
Mandarin Library, 3330 Kori Road
Free and open to the public; sgesjax.org or
(904)778-1000

Feb. 9

Flag Retirement Ceremony
3 p.m.
Mandarin Community Club, 12447 Mandarin Road
mandarincommunityclub.org or (904) 268-1622

Service Officer available
4:30 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Mandarin/St. Johns Elks Lodge, 4280 Oldfield
Crossing Drive
(904) 268-4974 (Repeats second Tuesday of each
month)

Feb. 12

Jewish Genealogy
6 p.m.
River Garden, 11401 Old St. Augustine Road
RSVP: jgsnefl@gmail.com
N.O.W. God (Night Out with God) for middle
and high school youth
7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. (repeating event on
Wednesdays)
Mandarin Lutheran Church, 11900 San Jose Blvd.
MLCJax2014@gmail.com (904) 268-4591
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Caregiver
Support
3:30 p.m.
River Garden, 11401 Old St. Augustine Road
Repeating event on the second Wednesday of
each month
Playing HOOKie crochet, loom and knitters
group
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Whole Foods on San Jose Boulevard
paulab2097@gmail.com (repeating event on
Wednesdays)

Feb. 13

Mandarin Council networking luncheon
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Bonefish Grill, 10950 San Jose Blvd.
mandarincouncil.org
Magnolia Circle, Mandarin Garden Club:
Love Affair with your Garden by Tamer
Britton
10 a.m.
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road
Mandaringardenclub.org
American Legion Post 372 general
assembly
6 p.m. meet and greet / 7 p.m. meeting
Mandarin/St. Johns Elks Lodge, 4280 Oldfield
Crossing Drive
(904) 297-8344 or www.mandarinpost372.org

Feb. 14

Understanding Israel Today Part 2
7:15 p.m.
Congregation Ahavath Chesed - The Temple, 8727
San Jose Blvd.
(904) 733-7078; $10 for non-members, thetemplejax.square.site

Feb. 15

Meet the Maple Leaf Divers
12 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Mandarin Museum, 11964 Mandarin Road
www.mandarinmuseum.net

Feb. 16

Jews of Florida: Centuries of Stories
2 p.m.

Dr. Annette Lorenzo, DDS, CAGS

Starting at $249 per month
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All Star Quilt Guild general meeting
10 a.m.
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd.
www.orgsites.com/fl/allstarquiltguild or (904)
735-0506

Feb. 18

All About Driving Evaluations, presented
by Dr. King, UF
11:30 a.m.
River Garden – 11401 Old St. Augustine Roa
RSVP for lunch: (904) 288-7855
Dogwood Circle, Mandarin Garden Club:
Attracting and Photographing Birds
10 a.m.
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road
(904) 886-4562; mandaringardenclub.org
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 372
meeting
7 p.m.
Mandarin/St. Johns Elks Lodge, 4280 Oldfield
Crossing Drive
(904) 297-8344 or www.mandarinpost372.org

Feb. 19

River City Women’s Club luncheon and
White Elephant chance drawing
10:30 a.m.
Ramada Inn, 2130 Hartley Road
RSVP by Feb. 11: (904) 262-8719

Feb. 27

Live Oak Circle, Mandarin Garden Club
7 p.m.
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road
Mandaringardenclub.org
Mandarin Council monthly breakfast
8 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Jumpin’ Jax House of Food, 10131 San Jose Blvd.
mandarincouncil.org
February History Lecture: Author Greg
Estevez, “Edisto Island: The African
American Journey”
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Mandarin Community Club, 12447 Mandarin Road
www.mandarinmuseum.net
All About Ortho, presented by Dr. Bell, JOI
11:30 a.m.
River Garden,11401 Old St. Augustine Road
RSVP for lunch: (904) 288-7855
Mandarin Women’s Club’s annual fashion
show
10:30 a.m.
Ramada Inn Mandarin, 3030 Hartley Road
RSVP by Feb. 20; bkwaldrep@comcast.net or
(904) 571-6765

Feb. 29

Fourth annual tree giveaway
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Mandarin Community Club, 12447 Mandarin Road

Family, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

Multi-Specialty Dental Care
ALL DENTAL SERVICES UNDER ONE ROOF!

• The latest ORTHODONTIC SERVICES provided by a specialist
• COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION or second opinion
• Invisible Ceramic braces, Clear Aligners or Invisalign
• Therapeutic BOTOX for: MIGRAINES, BRUXISM (grinding and
clenching), TMJ( Jaw soreness)
• Facial rejuvenation therapy using BOTOX & DERMAL FILLERS

Feb. 17

Dr. Yunior Molina, DDS, PA

Orthodontist and Dentofacial Specialist

All Inclusive Dental
Implants

Congregation Ahavath Chesed - The Temple,
8727 San Jose Blvd.
Free and open to community; (904) 733-7078

Braces or InvisaLign

Starting at $99 per month
(Includes FREE Whitening)

• Quality, Affordable Dental Care
• Great in-house SAVING PLAN with multiple discounts
• Convenient location with EARLY & LATE HOURS available
• Children of ALL AGES are welcome
• SAME DAY emergency treatment
• UNBEATABLE IMPLANT PRICES!

We are obsessed with giving you an EXCEPTIONAL PATIENT EXPERIENCE.

9309 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32257

$49 exEmamerge& xrncayy
Only patients without

insurance.

beauclercdental.com
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Women entrepreneurs
conference to be held
In February

SCORE Jacksonville, in cooperation with the Business and Leadership Institute for Early Learning and
Children’s Home Society of Florida,
will host a conference specifically
geared towards women entrepreneurs
on Saturday, Feb. 8 in the Advanced
Technology Center on the Downtown
campus of the Florida State College of
Jacksonville. The theme of the conference is “Engage, Educate, Empower”
and will feature several presentations,
panel discussions and breakout sessions
offering guidance as to how best to
launch and operate a business. Among
the list of scheduled speakers is Pamela
Starr, a leading authority on building
customer loyalty and a professional
speaker for Grow with Google. Visit
www.jacksonville.score.org for more
information.

Maple Leaf divers at Mandarin
Museum
The Maple Leaf divers will appear at
Mandarin Museum in Walter Jones
Historical Park, 11964 Mandarin
Road from 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. on Feb.
15. Attendees may meet and talk with
Dr. Keith Holland and the men who

found the Maple Leaf shipwreck and recovered the Civil War artifacts from this
National Historic Landmark site in the
St. Johns River at Mandarin Point. For
more information visit www.mandarinmuseum.net or call (904) 268-0784.

(904) 224-1408 by Feb. 1 to
reserve your space.

Human trafficking program
scheduled

Need to find a
healthy way to
unwind? Learn to
relax and meditate
during a Heartfulness Relaxation and
Meditation Workshop led
by a Certified Heartfulness
Trainer. Everyone is welcome to
attend on Feb. 1 from 1 p.m. – 2 p.m.
at South Mandarin Branch Library,
12125 San Jose Blvd. Call (904) 2886385 for more information.

The Jewish Federation’s Shalom Jacksonville will present a program on Human Trafficking in Northeast Florida
on Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 9 a.m. at River
Garden Senior Services, 11401 Old
St. Augustine Road. The speaker will
be Rachel White, LMHC and founder
of Her Song and human trafficking
advocate. Florida ranks third of fifty
states consistently in reports of human
trafficking. Since 2013, the non-profit
Her Song has assisted more than 875
young women from the North Florida
region in the aftermath of abuses inconceivable to most of us — forced
sex-slavery, physical and psychological
torment, abduction, forced drug addiction, and unbearable emotional trauma.
Her Song provides survivor care, victim
outreach and community education.
Learn how this non-profit has built
relationships with law enforcement and
advocates for these victims who have
been robbed of power, choice, dignity
and freedom. Call Isabel Balotin at

Our team of Board-certified urologists
will deliver outcomes that will ensure
confidence and wellness.

Stress relief
offered at
library

Women’s club plans new
fundraiser

The River City Women’s Club has
planned its last fundraiser of the
year and it will be different than past
fundraising efforts. It is called a White
Elephant Chance Drawing and attendees should bring a gift that they
would give to a friend. The gift can be
new or gently used. Wrapping the gift
is not necessary, but will add mystery
to it. (Examples of gifts to bring are a
frame, plant, pictures or umbrella.) All
gifts must be non-perishable items. The

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

River City Women’s Club invites all
women to join them as they celebrate
their fundraising accomplishments for
2019 at this luncheon, to be held on
Feb. 19 beginning at 10:30 a.m. at the
Ramada Inn, 2130 Hartley Road. Call
(904) 262-8719 for more information
or to make a reservation.

We are committed to giving
you the best potential for a cure.
We are focused on you, your story and your future.

Men’s Health & Vitalit y

We are proud to offer you access to a number of the most
innovative and compassionate urology services available.
From common urological problems to the most complex cases,
Ackerman Urology will provide you with personalized,
highly effective care in a welcoming, patient-focused environment.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY
904.490.7400 | ACKERMAN UROLOGY . COM

Located in the Heart of Mandarin

IMRT, VMAT and
Targeted Proton Therapy
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with Jacksonville City Council Member,
District 6, Michael Boylan

Q: Do you have a date set for your next
Town Hall meeting?
A: Our next meeting will be held on
April 27 at the South Mandarin Library, but at a new time: 6 p.m. These
meetings have been well attended with
a lot of engagement with the community. This new start time will add 30
minutes to our conversation.
Q: Do you have anything to report from
the January Town Hall meeting?
A: There was some concern by residents
with respect to the growth management
process. I plan to hold another Town
Hall meeting in the near future to address this and let the community learn
how the City of Jacksonville handles
things like the rezoning of property and
all the steps that entails.
Also, I look forward to another meeting
to feature a conversation about downtown development, to include the proposed Lot J. I’d call it “What’s Happening Downtown and Why We Should
Care” and I will invite Lori Boyer, the
CEO of the DIA (Downtown Investment Authority) to attend.
Q: Do you have an update on JEA?
A: We will restart the fact-finding
workshops, with two scheduled in
February. Both meetings will take place
in the Lynwood Roberts Room of
City Hall from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. The
Feb. 10 meeting will be a look back
at the strategic planning process JEA
undertook and how City Council can
explore future opportunities in collaboration with the JEA board. The Feb. 24
meeting will feature two guest speakers
from outside our community who will
discuss industry trends and whether
the trends JEA identified are real. These
meetings can also be viewed online at
coj.net.
Q: Can you comment on the upcoming roll
out of 5G cell towers?
A: There are Florida Statutes in place,

from 2018 and 2019, that allow placement of these new “boxes.” The concern
by many is that they are in residential
areas. Even with the state statutes, there
are some things that local governments
can control. I am very much aware and
actively involved in this process, and
upcoming bill 2019-770 will be going
through the committee process very
soon. The LUZ (Land Use and Zoning)
Committee has worked diligently with
community groups and representatives
from the wireless companies to craft a
mutually agreeable policy to be vetted through the TEU (Transportation,
Energy and Utilities) and Neighborhoods committees and then on through
the usual public hearing process. We
are trying to make our policy the best it
can be within the confines of state statutes — and still maintain the aesthetics
of our neighborhoods.
Q: What is the latest update on some of
the parks projects in Mandarin?
A: Construction of County Dock is
approximately 95 percent complete (as
of interview date of Jan. 15). We expect
the substantial completion inspection
to take place in late January.
Funding for the Mandarin Park and
kayak launch is now available. Specifications will be written and submitted to
Procurement for review and a bid date
and number.
Finally, the Mandarin Senior Center’s
expansion is approximately 85 percent
complete. Construction is tracking to
be substantially complete by the beginning of February. We expect to turn the
center back over to Senior Services at
the end of February.

&
QA

with Jacksonville City Council Vice President
Tommy Hazouri, At Large District 3

Q: Do you have a public works update for
the Mandarin area?
A: On Scott Mill Road, a new and
exclusive southbound right-turn lane
is being added to improve traffic flow;
design is completed and the project is
on schedule. Construction began in
January.
In Mandarin Park, the Parks Department has completed the design
of a new kayak launch and floating
dock. The kayak launch will be ADA
compliant and will serve as a tool
to further activate our waterways.
We have been awarded the grant to
proceed with the construction of this
exciting project. Additionally, we are
working on renovating the existing
restroom facility at Mandarin Park.
This project will be completed by the
spring of 2020.
The Parks Department continues
working on a plan to develop an offleash dog park in the Mandarin area.
This project is still in the early stages;
the city has now purchased the land
and will be proceeding with planning
of the recreational amenity.
Q: What’s the latest on sidewalks along
Mandarin Road and the underdrain
project on Sunbeam Road?
A: The Mandarin Road sidewalk project includes the design and construction of three segments of sidewalk,
which includes San Jose to Ingle Lane,
Orange Picker Road to Long Cypress
Trail and Long Cypress Trail to Red
Cypress Road. Construction started in
January 2020 and the project is anticipated to be completed in July 2020.

For the Sunbeam Road underdrain
project, the plan is to remove and
replace the existing underdrains, curb
and gutter, sidewalk and a half travel
lane for a length of roughly 900 feet
between Abby Glen Circle and Egrets
Landing Drive. Phase 1 of this project
covers CARE issue 2014-167361. We
anticipate construction to start in February 2020 with an estimated construction completion date in July 2020.
Q: Do you have anything new to share
regarding your efforts to stop human
trafficking?
A: Last month I talked about my meeting with members of the Northeast
Florida Human Trafficking Coalition
and other community leaders, affirming
my commitment to fight this important
issue. I would like to share with readers
that at its Jan. 7, 2020 meeting, the
Duval County School Board passed a
resolution aligning with the City Council’s resolution against human trafficking, and fully supported the recognition of Jan. 23 as Human Trafficking
Awareness Day. I am honored that so
many members of the Jacksonville community are coming together to fight
this scourge that affects victims of every
age, race, nationality, income and education level. Remember, anyone can
call the National Human Trafficking
Resource Center at 1-888-373-7888 or
text INFO or HELP 2337333 to access
help and services.

FP

Financial Planning Services–Product L

Q: What is the best way for our*See
readers
FieldtoStationery Graphic
Standards Guidelines
contact you?
regarding
A: Community members can
email the use of approved
designations. See Field
me at MBoylan@coj.net or Stationery
call (904) Graphic Standards
255-5206.
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the logo standards. Therefore
www.QualityEyeCareJax.com • (904) 374-6890
you may be limited in terms of
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(optional) personalization can
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University of Florida Former Asst. Professor,

Q: What is the best way for our readers to
contact you?
A: They can email me at THazouri@
coj.net or call (904) 255-5217.

Prudential Financial Planning Services
insert your

Name, [Designations]*
Financial Planner
[Insurance License # 123456789]
[AR and CA [<ST>]]
[Street, city, state, zip]
[(000) 000-0000]

photo here
Prudential Financial
Planning Services

Hazem Samy, MD, FRCS.

Providing excellent care to patients in Jacksonville
and the surrounding areas, Dr. Samy’s unique
qualifications include:
• 25+ Years Experience in Ophthalmology
• American Board Certified Ophthalmologist
• Glaucoma Specialist - Fellowship Certified
• Neuro-Ophthalmologist - Fellowship Certified
Surgical And Medical Services Offered Include:
Cataract
Glaucoma
Double Vision
Peripheral Vision Defects
Optic Nerve Disease
Diabetic Eye Exam
Comprehensive Eye Exam

Andrew Laino, CLU®,
CFP®, CLTC
(Optional)
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License Number 0E93910 Comprehensive Financial Planning
701 San Marco Blvd, Jacksonville, FL,
32207
904-313-4553
Comprehensive
Financial
Planning
Offering financial
planning
and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco),

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco),
doing
business
as Prudential
Planning
Services
(PFPS), client
pursuant
to separate client
doing business as
Prudential
Financial
PlanningFinancial
Services (PFPS),
pursuant
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agreement.
Offering insurance
and securities
products
and services
as a registered
representative
and an representative
agreement.
Offering
insurance
and securities
products
and servicesofasPruco,
a registered
agent of issuing insurance companies. 1008115-00001-00
D5404

of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.
1008115-00001-00

Water Problems?

Exp.HIGH
03/05/2020
CALL TODAY FOR STRAIGHT ANSWERS, NO
PRESSURE!

• Residential • CommercialIGX4-D5404
• Industrial

“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems to meet your needs and your budget!”

FREE WATER
TESTING

Ask Us About
Salt Delivery
Or Rental
Systems

• REMOVE •
Iron • Bacteria • Sulfur • Salts •
Color • Lead • Hardness And Odor

Accepting new patients!

Quality Eye Care
13241 Bartram Park Blvd. • Suite 1501-1505
Jacksonville, FL 32258
Most insurance plans accepted. Call us today for your appointment.

Family Owned and Operated since 1989
License #W-32

3760 Kori Road • 904-262-0197 • www.affordablewaterjax.com

D54

New children’s emergency center opens
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Wolfson Children’s Emergency Center,
a full-service, 8,100 square foot facility
located adjacent to the existing adult
emergency room at Baptist South, is
now open. It has its own parking area,
entrance, check-in and triage area, family restrooms and 12 exam rooms dedicated entirely to children and families.
The Wolfson Children’s Emergency
Center at Baptist South is staffed by
a team comprised of double-boardcertified pediatric emergency physicians
with Emergency Resources Group,
pediatric-specific emergency nurses,
pediatric respiratory therapists, and
pediatric-trained radiologic technologists. The team is connected 24/7 with
the larger team of pediatric emergency
and pediatric specialty physicians at
the main Wolfson Children’s Hospital
campus. To ensure the safest care, this
new Wolfson Children’s ER is outfitted
with technology and equipment specifically designed for children of all ages
and sizes.
“To be a true ‘pediatric emergency
center,’ you have to go a lot further
than just putting those three words on
a building,” said Michael D. Aubin,
FACHE, president of Wolfson Children’s Hospital. “It takes a team of
experts specially trained in children’s
health care, along with equipment and
facilities meant specifically for children.
We know parents want access to Wolfson Children’s Hospital care because it
gives them peace of mind when minutes matter in an emergency. So we’re
really proud to extend our specialized
emergency care to children and families
in this rapidly growing area.”
Wolfson Children’s Hospital is consistently ranked among U.S. News &
World Report’s Best Children’s Hos-

Photo courtesy Wolfson Children’s Hospital

Designed and staffed specifically for the unique needs
of children, the new children’s ER will serve southern
Duval and northern St. Johns counties.

pitals and was recently named one of
just 10 Top Children’s Hospitals in the
country by the Leapfrog Group.
Family-friendly amenities at the Wolfson Children’s Emergency Center at
Baptist Medical Center South include:
• Design based on feedback in focus
groups with local parents.
• A kid-friendly, ocean-theme that flows
throughout the facility with beautiful
and calming sea animals incorporated
into the decor.
• A unique fish sculpture that welcomes
visitors outside the main entrance,
consisting of six distinct groups totaling 219 fish. The sculpture is made of
stainless steel and the fish have been
coated with blue and turquoise colors.
The artist behind this signature piece is
Donald Gialanella.
• An interactive play area in the waiting
area where children can “color” large
ocean-themed pictures.
• iPads filled with apps for entertainment purposes in each room.
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with Duval School Board Member,
District 7, Lori Hershey

Q: Do you have any public meetings
planned?
A: On Thursday, Feb. 13 I will host
a Chat with the Superintendent at
Loretto Elementary School from 6 p.m.
– 7 p.m. I invite everyone to attend and
hear from Superintendent Dr. Diana
Greene about the latest from the Duval
County Public Schools.
Q: Can you comment on the graduation
rates for 2018 – 2019 which were recently
released by the Florida Department of
Education?
A: Duval County Public Schools has
had another record-breaking increase
in our graduation rate. Our graduation
rate now exceeds Miami-Dade. Congratulations on the hard work that has
been done by our principals, teachers
and students to reach this new all-time
high of 86.5 percent. Atlantic Coast
High School increased its graduation
rate by 2 percent and its graduation rate
now stands at 95 percent. Mandarin
High School’s graduation rate remains
strong at 94.5 percent.
Q: Do you have anything else to share
with District 7?
A: I would like to congratulate Raines
High School language arts teacher
Leena Hall-Young, Duval County’s
Teacher of the Year. Jacksonville Public
Education Fund hosted the annual

event — the Eddy Awards — in which
she was honored on Jan. 17.
I would also like to recognize the District 7 schools’ Teachers of the Year:
Atlantic Coast: Kimberly Curran
Bartram Springs: Michelle Goethe
Crown Point: Deborah Bickle
Enterprise: Angela Cox
Greenland Pines: Lynn Linton
Loretto: Katie Ganas
Mandarin High: Victoria Schrimsher
Mandarin Middle: Matthew Calimano
Mandarin Oaks: Nicole Ashby
Twin Lakes Elementary: Lani Freeman
Twin Lakes Middle: Ariel Branch
Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904)
316-3609.

• A designated Child Life Specialist to
help distract and calm children through
play.
This is the sixth Wolfson Children’s
Emergency Center in Northeast Florida.

NO ONE PLANS ON DIVORCE
Let Us Make a Difficult Time Easier
If you are considering divorce, you need experienced
representation that can help you navigate the process
and protect your assets. Rely on our seasoned,
credentialed team to assist you with:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Divorce
Paternity Suits
Property Division & Alimony
Child Custody & Child Support
High Net Worth Cases
Prenuptial Agreements

Contact us for a consultation at
904.296.7440 or datzlaw.net

FYI Contact Numbers
Duval County Local Government (coj.net)
Sheriff’s Office: Sheriff Mike Williams,
(904) 630-2120
Patrol Zone 3: Assistant Chief Mat Nemeth,
(904) 828-5463
Property Appraiser: Jerry Holland,
jholland@coj.net; (904) 630-2011
Supervisor of Elections: Mike Hogan,
mhogan@coj.net, (904) 630-1414
Tax Collector: Jim Overton,
taxcollector@coj.net, (904) 630-1916
Clerk of Court: Ronnie Fussell, (904) 255-2000
Jacksonville City Council
District 6: Michael Boylan,
MBoylan@coj.net, (904) 255-5206
At Large, District 3: Tommy Hazouri,
thazouri@coj.net, (904) 255-5217

Duval County School Board
(www.duvalschools.org)
District 7: Lori Hershey, hersheyl@duvalschools.org, (904)
390-2375
State of Florida Elected Officials
Governor Ron DeSantis, (850) 488-7146
State House District 16: Representative Jason Fischer,
(850) 717-5016
State Senate District 4: Senator Aaron Bean,
(904) 757-5039
Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress District 4: Representative
John Rutherford, (202) 225-2501
U.S. Senate:
Senator Marco Rubio, (202) 224-3041
Senator Rick Scott, (202) 224-5274

Move into a Legend Senior Living Memory Care Residence and
you’ll be wowed how we maintain independence and dignity.
Amazed by the excellent care and innovative memory care
therapies. And delighted by the expertly designed community.
The only thing that won’t surprise you is the rent. It’ll be the
same month after month after month – for 5 years. Life is full
of surprises. Your monthly rent shouldn’t be one of them.

Hurry! Call today to schedule a personal tour and
to find out more about this limited time offer.
SAN PABLO / Jacksonville, FL • (904) 717-6635
ORTEGA / Jacksonville, FL • (904) 515-5547
*AVAILABLE ON SELECT APARTMENTS FOR A LIMITED TIME. CALL FOR DETAILS.

Residences of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com
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Happy Valentines Day

House Finches

20% Off*

Daily Savings Club Members Save 15% on food every day.
Daily Savings Members can save an additional 5% with
this coupon.

*Valid in-store at the participating
stores listed. Discount applies for
single item. Offer not valid on
previous purchases, gift cards,
optics, DSC memberships or sale
items. Coupon expires 2/29/20

NL1

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

20% OFF*

Daily Savings Club Members Save 15% on
food every day. Daily Savings Members can
save an additional 5% with this coupon.

Lots to love at the library: Black
History, Tax Help, Jax Book Fest

*Valid in-store at the participating
store listed. One discount per
purchase. Offer not valid on
previous purchases, gift cards,
By Olga Bayer
optics, DSC memberships or sale
mail@floridanewsline.com
items. Coupon expires 1/31/19.

School-age kids celebrate Black History
Month at South Mandarin Branch Library on Feb. 21 from 4 p.m. – 5 p.m. in
St. Johns
The Power of Friendship, a program that
450 SR 13 at Race Track Rd
explores the extraordinary friendship be(next to Publix)
BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS
(904) 230-3242
tween Martin Luther King Jr. and Mahawww.wbu.com/jacksonville
lia Jackson and its historical significance.
Participants will consider their own
Jax Beach
friendships, along with concepts of equal4138 Third Street South
ity, social justice and personal power.
(between Trader Joes and Staples)
Bird and Squirrel are total opposites.
(904) 246-6832
When Bird loses his memory will Squirrel
www.jacksonvillebeach.wbu.com
be brave enough for both of them? Find
out when the Kids’ Graphic Novel Book
Club meets at Mandarin Branch Library
on Feb. 15 at 2 p.m. The program for
kids aged eight – 12 features a discussion
of “Bird & Squirrel on the Edge!” by
James Burks, followed by craft or activity.

A Valentine’s Day
Celebration at HarborChase

Jazz Under
the Stars

Hear about the country firsthand as
retired librarian Ted Centerwall takes you
on a trip. He’ll focus on his recent trip
to India and give his impressions on how
the country has changed since he lived
there in the mid-‘60s. “Rediscovering
India after 50 Years” will be held on Feb.
22 at 2 p.m. at Mandarin Library.
Each year Jacksonville Public Library and
the AARP Foundation partner to bring
free tax preparation services to low and
middle-income taxpayers, with special
attention to those aged 60 and older. Let
AARP Tax Aide help prepare your taxes
in February on Thursdays from 12 p.m. –

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Library

Make plans for leap day! Jax Book Fest 2020 returns to
the Main Library Feb. 29 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. with more
than 80 authors selling and signing books, workshops,
activities for all ages and more!

5 p.m. at Mandarin Branch Library.
It’s time for Jax Book Fest — where you
can meet more than 80 authors, including Brad Meltzer, New York Times
best-selling author of fiction, nonfiction,
children’s books and comics (Justice
League of America). The guy does it all!
He’s also unraveled many a mystery on
the History Channel’s Brad Meltzer’s
Decoded and H2’s Brad Meltzer’s Lost
History. His thrillers are all bestsellers,
but his children’s books are his real legacy.
Enjoy book signings, pop-up bookstore,
children’s activities, writing workshops
and more on Feb. 29, from 10 a.m. – 3
p.m. at the Main Library. Check out
Meltzer’s books from the library, and
check out event details at jaxbookfest.org.
All libraries will be closed Monday, Feb.
17 for Presidents Day. Find information about additional events at jaxpubliclibrary.org or call Mandarin Branch
Library at (904) 262-5201 or South
Mandarin Branch Library at (904) 2886385.

Thursday, February 13 | 4pm–8pm
Join us at HarborChase as we
celebrate Cupid’s favorite holiday.
Let us treat you to an elegant evening
featuring chef-prepared appetizers, shrimp
cocktail, red and pink desserts, a chocolate
fountain and a Champagne toast. Take a turn
on the dance floor as a live jazz band performs
some of your all-time favorite romantic tunes.
Singles and couples are welcome!

Space is limited. RSVP today
for a chance to win a gift basket
of sweet treats! (904) 584-9806
Family friendly & energetic atmosphere.
Kayla (Owner)

FREE

brow and lip
wax

with any service for the
month of February

Walk-Ins welcome!
VISIT OUR

in-house
lash aesthetician
and facialist

20% off

new Clients

Stop by to see one of our certified stylist today for
the latest & greatest!

12350 San Jose Blvd. | Jacksonville, FL 32223
www.HarborChase.com
ALF# 13126

Find us on

TouselAndTeaseBeautyParlor.com
904.677.4111
9825 San Jose Boulevard, Jacksonville, Florida 32257
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Briefs
Nominations open for 2020
“Miss Aggie” Award

The Miss Aggie Award is given annually
by the Mandarin Museum & Historical
Society to a person who has contributed
greatly to the community of Mandarin
in the areas of business, civic, educational or charitable accomplishment. It
is given in honor of Agnes Jones, Mandarin’s Postmistress from 1928 – 1963.
Recipients since 2003 are: Kate Monson, Karen Roumillat, Rhonda Reese,

Day, which will be held on Saturday,
April 4, at the historic Store and Post
Office, 12471 Mandarin Road, from 12
p.m. – 2 p.m.
Nominations for the 2019 award are
open until Feb. 29. To nominate someone, complete the form at https://www.
mandarinmuseum.net/events/missaggie-award.
For more information, email the museum at mandarinmuseum@bellsouth.
net or call (904) 268-0784.

Mandarin Women’s Club
schedules annual Fashion
Show

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum & HIstorical Society

Grave of Miss Aggie at Mandarin Cemetery.

Mary Ann Southwell, Jane Cooksey,
Susan Earnhart, Alice Stanley, Elizabeth
“Betty” Wolfe, Virginia Barker, Emily Lisska, Linda Levin, Sandy Arpen,
Sarah Bailey, Susie Scott, Don Bowden
and Lynn Cuda. Prior to 2018, it was
an award to honor women, but it is now
open to men and women nominees.
The recipient of the 2020 Miss Aggie
Award will be honored on Miss Aggie

It’s time for the Mandarin Women’s
Club’s annual Fashion Show and luncheon on Feb. 27 at the Ramada Inn in
Mandarin. This year’s show will feature
the Petunia Patch “Fashion Express”
with Peggy Johnson, who opened
the Petunia Patch in 1972. With her
experience as a national speaker, author,
and seminar leader in fashion, Johnson
promises an excellent array of intriguing designs from all over the world. She
received her fashion training at John
Robert Powers of New York. This year’s
event will feature 11 club members
modeling two Petunia Patch designs
each that were selected exclusively for
them.
Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reservations for the luncheon are required.
The luncheon cost is $17.50 and must
be received by Thursday, Feb. 20. To
make reservations and obtain payment instructions, call Betty at (904)

571-6765 or email her at bkwaldrep@
comcast.net.
Visit www.mandarinwomensclub.com
for more information on events, photos, and membership forms.

Lifetree Cafe announces
February schedule

Lifetree Café is available to the public
weekly at HarborChase of Mandarin.
Attendees can share their thoughts,
doubts and experiences about a wide
variety of life and faith subjects or just
listen to what others have to say. Lifetree Café events are always safe places
where people listen to and respect
the thoughts of others. Public invited
events are held every Thursday evening
at 7 p.m. on the third floor Limoncello
Lounge in HarborChase, 12350 San
Jose Blvd. Events are also held on Tuesdays & Wednesdays at other locations.
February topics are: Week 1: “Laughter
is the Best Medicine;” Week 2: “Who
is Jesus, Really;” Week 3: “Unlocking
the Mystery of Music;” and Week 4:
“Loving those with Cancer.” More information about each topic, including a
video trailer, is available at ltcjax.org or
fb.com/ltcjax.

Hospital CEO Talbert named
2020 JAXUSA chair

Memorial Hospital of Jacksonville’s
Chief Executive Officer Bradley S.
Talbert, FACHE, will serve as the 2020
JAXUSA chair, leading the efforts of
Year Two of the region’s five-year strategic plan, Elevate Northeast Florida.
As the health and biomedical industry
is a growing and significant area of
focus per the JAXUSA strategic plan,

under Talbert’s
leadership,
JAXUSA will
further develop this industry’s assets
and talent, as
well as guide
its efforts
in attractPhoto courtesy Memorial Hospital
ing diverse
Bradley S. Talbert
business and
jobs across
all industries to the region. Talbert has
been an active member of the JAXUSA
Policy Council and the JAX Chamber board of directors and has been
involved in several other community
boards and committees since moving to
Jacksonville in 2017.
“In a short period of time, Brad has
taken an active role in community leadership to improve the quality of life in
Northeast Florida. There is no doubt in
my mind that his leadership as JAXUSA chair will serve to continue growth
in regional prosperity for all residents,”
said JAXUSA Partnership President
Aundra Wallace.
“It did not take long for me to gain respect for the JAXUSA Partnership mission as it aligns with my own strategic
objectives and goals for a community I
am proud to be a part of,” said Talbert.
“I plan to honor past chair Ray Driver’s
work and to provide continuity to this
important role. It has been a pleasure
to work with the excellent leadership
in JAXUSA President Aundra Wallace,
as a member of the JAXUSA Policy
Council and I look forward to working
with all stakeholders to further enhance
Jacksonville’s economy.”

BettER care. ClosER to home.
The area’s #1 choice for children’s emergency care is now open at
Baptist Medical Center South.

When it’s your child and it’s an emergency, you want the best care available. That’s why we’ve brought
Wolfson Children’s Hospital care closer to you.
The new Wolfson Children’s Emergency Center at Baptist South gives you and your family the
convenience of a full-service children’s ER — right next door to our Baptist Emergency Center for adults.
Learn more about the latest addition to the Wolfson Children’s
family of ERs at wolfsonchildrens.com/ER.
14550 Old St. Augustine Rd.
904.271.6060
© Baptist Health 2020

BMCS 35624 WCH ER opening CL MNL ad v07A.indd 1

1/22/20 8:42 AM
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Railing Chiropractic & Acupuncture
Eliminate pain, heal injuries and promote your overall wellness with
quality chiropractic care from the experienced professionals.

Chiropractic Care
Pediatric Chiropractic
Injuries & Accidents
Back, Neck & Joint Pain
Massage Therapy
Acupuncture
Cold Laser Therapy

In network with most major insurances • Affordable cash plans available • Onsite digital x-ray

13241 Bartram Park Boulevard | Ste 509
904-551-9283 | www.railingchiropractic.com

Dr. Christopher Railing
serving the area since 2011
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Luxurious amenities and compassionate
care come together at Starling at San Jose
Picture a life for you or your loved one that’s luxurious, worry-free, and offers all
the discreet assistance a senior may need. Starling at San Jose Assisted Living and
Memory Care offers exceptional service, delightful cuisine, and holistic wellness
programs that will keep the mind and body healthy and happy.
Schedule your tour today by calling 904.299.8104.

• First-class, personalized services
• Exquisite dining experiences
• Holistic wellness offerings

• Dynamic engagement opportunities
• Resort-style amenities

Starling at San Jose | 9075 San Jose Blvd. Jacksonville, FL
904.299.8104 | StarlingAtSanJose.com | ALF#12887

Assisted Living & Memory Care

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

New Year starts in a whirl for local
camera club
By Don Dymer
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Jacksonville Camera Club started
its year of educational programs with a
presentation and workshop on Intentional Camera Movement known as
ICM. This is where the photographer
moves the camera or zooms the lens
during the taking of a photograph to
get a different
look at the
subject — putting the subject in a whirl.
Some say
“Hang on, I
often get stuff
out of focus.”
That’s not the
same as creating an infocus
yet interesting
picture.

Jacksonville. One of the Jacksonville
Camera Club members, a very keen
and capable photographer named Bill
McSherry, has provided a great example
of thinking through the scene by taking
a photograph through the front door. It
is interesting how the view has changed
during demolition.

The meeting
on Feb. 5 is titled “Morocco
on the Move”
and looks
at Morocco
through the
eyes of local
photographer
Paula Griffin.
The meeting
on Feb. 19 will
The presentaPhoto courtesy Anita Fanic be the judged
Hibiscus with Intentional Camera Movement. results of the
tion was given
first Digital
by Anita Fanic,
Competition of the year and provides
a recognized local photographer, and a
a great learning tool when the judge
member of the club. She explained the
way these photos are achieved and then provides feedback on the photographs
submitted.
helped the members present to create
their own. This was certainly an unThe Jacksonville Camera Club meets
usual and interesting presentation, enthe first and third Wednesday of each
joyed by a packed meeting, and is one
month at the Shepherd of the Woods
good example of the interesting ways
Church, 6505 Columbia Park Road,
photographers
just off Phillips
are expanding
Highway by
their options
Interstate 295.
and enjoying
Meetings start at
the hobby.
7 p.m. and last
up to two hours
There is still the
depending on
opportunity
the program.
for “normal”
Many members
photography
then go to eat a
and to that end
late meal, which
the Jacksonfosters great
ville Camera
conversation and
Club organizes
the opportunity
outings to such
to get to know
places as the
Photo courtesy Bill McSherry
Alligator Farm,
Through the doors of The Landing. each other. If you
are a beginner or
Merritt Island,
expert, use your cell phone or expensive
the Olustee Battlefield Reenactment,
DSLRs, you are welcome and will leave
as well as an annual trip somewhere for
with something photographic to think
fall leaves or spring flowers. Members
about. Visit www.jjaxcameraclub.com
also make impromptu meet ups to
for more information.
explore locally. There are many occurences in our town and around that
Don Dymer is the Publicity chair of the
pique the photographer’s attention.
Jacksonville Camera Club.
One such occurrence is the demolition of The Landing in downtown

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.

Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com
Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.

We are in-network providers with Metlife, Delta, Cigna,
United Healthcare and most other PPO Plans.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223 (Between Sonny’s BBQ & CareSpot)
(904) 292-2210 • www.NemetzDental.com
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Community project to save lives:
Training and other opportunities to
are some Fast Facts about this local
help are available Here
effort:
By Rhoda London
mail@floridanewsline.com

• The target group for cheek swabbing is
ages 18 – 44. For them swabbing is free.

Did you know that an African-American needing a bone marrow match has
only a 23 chance of finding one compared to 77 percent for a Caucasian?
Statistics show that the chances are
somewhat better, but only 41 percent
for Asians and 46 percent for Hispanics
or Latinos, going down to almost nothing for those who are racially mixed.
All of these groups are our Jacksonville
friends and neighbors.

• Unlike using blood types, bone marrow
matches are found primarily within one’s
own ethnic group.

Representing Be The Match, which
works with the National Bone Marrow
Registry, local concerned citizens are
holding training sessions for those interested in doing actual cheek swabbing
or virtual drives using cell phones and
computers to improve these statistics.
Registering and swabbing just a few
people is not enough to change these
statistics; it will need to be a community effort.

• All medical information is kept in private
by law and is assigned only a code for
future use.

• Every three minutes someone is diagnosed with a blood cancer, but only 30
percent will find matches within their own
families. About 70 percent will need to
find matches with a registry such as Be The
Match.
• If someone becomes a match, all medical
expenses are paid.

How to help if you are older than 44:
• Host an actual cheek swabbing event in
your place of worship, business or organization. Volunteers are being trained on Feb. 6
to help you with that.
• Donate funds in any amount in honor
of your own good health, your recovery
from an illness or because you want every
person who needs a bone marrow match to
have an equal chance of finding one. Funds
will be used for analyzing swabs, medical
procedures when matches are found and for
research to find cures.

The first training session will be from
7 p.m. – 8 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 6 at
The Temple, which is located at 8727
San Jose Blvd. You will only need one
session to be on a list of volunteers,
since it is a simple procedure. Mainly
it will introduce you to Be The Match
and how to help with actual or virtual
drives. If interested, send your name
and email to diversitydonordrive@aol.
com

To register for a free cheek swabbing kit,
text: JaxDonors to 61474. Return postage
is prepaid. The team page for contributing your tax-deductible amount online is:
www.BeTheMatchFoundation.org/goto/
JaxDonors. Click on “Make A Gift” and
wait for your receipt.

Mandarin Community Club 4th Annual

Tree Giveaway & Festival

February 29, 2020 9 - 1 pm

FREE TREES!

Redbud * Live Oak * Red Maple * Mayhaw
* Fringe Tree * Cypress
While Supplies Last * One (1) per household/vehicle
Available to residents of 32223, 32257, 32258
Speakers on Tree Care/Planting,
Bees & Butterflies:
10 am Duval Ext Office Urban Forester
11 am Attracting Butterflies
12 noon Bees & Bee Keeping

LIFE EXPERIENCE(D)
River Garden’s exceptional legacy of care
spans nearly 75 years. From short -stay skilled
nursing and rehabilitation to adult day and longterm care—our continuum of services has honored
generations of families and raised the bar for
senior living.

Food Trucks * Local Honey *
Organic Plants * Vendors * Prize
Drawing * Children’s Activities

12447 Mandarin Rd

mandarincommunityclub.org • 904-268-1622
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the
protection
the
protection
it deserves. it deserves.
it deserves.
it
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Jim Register, Agent
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Jacksonville, FL 32223
Your home is where you make
Jim that’s
Register,worth
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LET’S TALK TODAY.

River G a rden. o rg | (904 ) 260 .1818
11401 Old St. Augustine Road , Jacksonville , FL 32258

Have Questions About Driving Evaluations?
Join us at River Garden for a special presentation and
Q&A by Luther King, DrOT, OTR /L , CDI, CDRS, clinician
and driver rehabilitation specialist, UF Healt h.
Tuesday, Feb. 18 | 11:30 a.m. - 12 :30 p.m.
Lunch is provided during this complimentary event at River Garden.
To RSVP, call (904) 288. 7855 or email kbell@rivergarden.org.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter
FL Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
StateHaven,
Farm Florida
State Farm1708136
Lloyds, Richardson, TX
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

1708136

RGSS-20-001 River Garden Senior Ser vices - DATZ Manderin Newsline Ad 4C 5”x 15.75”
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By Brett Nolan
mail@floridanewsline.com

Mandarin Community Club, Part 2
It was “the spark plug and clearing
house for the community.
~The Jacksonville Journal, 1954.
It was a narrow climb to the platform
of the bell tower and light seeping
through the louvers shined on the
antebellum-era bell. A rope dangled
from the yoke, awaiting a firm tug to
rock the clapper back and forth; the
noise resonated through old heart pine
and out into the
village. A typical
day in Mandarin
found its beginning. Its tolling
called children to
school, grades one
through eight. On
Sundays, a partition was moved
away, turning
classrooms into a
sanctuary as families gathered for
worship. Livestock freely roamed the
property. On occasion, a pig squeezing
under the structure for shade would
leave behind a bad flea infestation. Harriet Beecher Stowe bid her final farewell
in the winter of 1884 as her husband
proved too ill for travel, but her legacy
in the small village lived on through
this edifice.
The building functioned as the Mandarin Grammar School and church for

nearly 50 years since its construction
in 1872. When Loretto Elementary
School opened to accommodate a
growing community, the structure began to take on a new purpose. In 1917,
Mandarinites formed a Liberty League,
meeting weekly in the building, aiding
in the country’s efforts during World
War I. They promoted patriotism and
sold liberty bonds; it was widely successful. Eager to continue advocating
for the area, the same officers that made
up the Liberty League chartered the

Photo courtesy Mandarin Community Club.

Historical Mandarin Community Club.

Mandarin Community Club in July of
1923. Working with the Duval County
School Board to acquire the surplus
schoolhouse, Edwin and Cara Jones
purchased and donated the structure to
the club in 1938. It was a gift to Mandarin in honor of Edwin’s father, Walter
Jones, the club’s first president and Fannie Brown, first treasurer. Edwin went
to school there under the direction of
Miss Kate Monson, later the club’s first
vice-president.

But even before that, the organization
was making great moves in Mandarin.
In June 1936, electricity was extended
into the town, as the club successfully
acquired enough residents to subscribe
to services. Two additional wings were
added to the building in 1939 to accommodate a substation of the county’s
health department, later the Kate Monson Well-Baby Clinic, and a community library. Years later, the west wing
housed the beginnings of the Mandarin
Museum & Historical Society. From
1925 to 1945, the group sponsored a
semi-professional baseball team, the
Mandarin Orange Pickers, using the
property as their baseball diamond.
The Orange Pickers would move their
operations when Mandarin resident,
Bruno Albert, donated 14 acres of land
at the corner of Mandarin and Brady
roads, now known as Alberts Field.

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum & Historical Society

Announcement of electricity coming to Mandarin.

Just like when Stowe and her family
brought theater to Mandarin, residents
could watch the theatrical performances
done by the Mandarin Players on the
newly built spaces. By 1968, the club
organized one of the area’s most unique
traditions, the Mandarin Art Festival,
held annually every Easter weekend.

Instrumental in the creation of both the
Mandarin Garden Club and Mandarin
Today, the Mandarin Community Club
Athletic League, the community club
continues in being the spark plug for
was bringing life into the little town of
the area. Nearly 100 years in age, the
Mandarin. During a Housing Demonassembly is the oldest civic group of its
stration Club meeting that was held in
kind in the City of Jacksonville. Conthe building in 1948, Duval County
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Get to Know . . .

History Lecture cont. from pg. 1

Orange Park resident Greg Estevez, who
had just published this book. That then
led him and the museum to start looking
for names to connect families from these
two “Edisto” communities. This work has
just begun.

Harriet Courtney
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Harriet Courtney was born in Memphis, but as a young girl, moved
with her parents to a small house in
Atlantic Beach. She attended Southside Junior High and Englewood
and began working right out of high
school. She married and had three
children, two girls and a boy. After
the dissolution of her first marriage,
her son was playing baseball at San
Souci and she had the opportunity
to meet a coach from another team,
Walt Courtney. She said they kept
bumping into each other via work
and youth sports until they finally
married 37 years ago and merged
her family of three children with his
family of four. They moved to Mandarin and have lived in this area that
Harriet calls “just the neatest place”
for 30 years.
After marrying Walt, Harriet
decided to go back to school and
earned her degree in secondary education from the University of North
Florida. She worked for Florida
Community College at Jacksonville
in the Women’s Center for 22 years
before retiring six years ago. She
enjoyed her position running the
displaced homemakers’ program,
which helped women reenter the
workforce. With their blended family, Harriet and Walt now have a
total of 19 grandchildren and they
share their Mandarin home with

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?
Email Martie Thompson at
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Estevez, retired after 20 years in the U.S.
Navy, wrote this book as he began studying his family’s deep roots in Edisto. He
felt a drive to tell the stories of African
American life on this island, including his
own family, the Hutchinsons. In fact, his
family lived in the donated slave cabin
that is a centerpiece of the slavery exhibit in the National Museum of African
American History in Washington, DC.

rescue dog, Rocky. She
is the publicity director for the River City
Women’s Club.
Q: How did you get
involved with the River City Women’s
Club?
A: I actually saw the calendar entry in
“Mandarin NewsLine” for the Tuesday
shuffleboard at Mandarin Park and
showed it to my husband, who loves
shuffleboard. He attended for about
two years while I was still working and
then I went with him last year. We
met Hilda Bryson and she told me all
about the River City Women’s Club
and invited me to a meeting. I’ve been
a member now for about a year.
Q: What do you like best about the River
City Women’s Club?
A: I enjoy a lot of the club’s activities
and I like that the purpose of most activities is to raise funds for charities. So
you can have fun and raise money for
good causes at the same time. I also like
the variety of speakers we have at meetings. The members are very friendly
and welcoming and just what I needed.
I found that when I retired, I needed to
make new friends besides people I used
to work with and the club has been
great.
Q: I understand
you have a
somewhat famous
grandson?
A: Yes! This
picture was taken

Photos courtesy Harriet Courtney

Harriet Courtney

of my grandson at the beach (with a
handful of sand) by his mother when
he was 10 months old. She shared it
with a few friends and then started
seeing it everywhere. It is now a popular meme. She had to hire an attorney
and a manager to handle everything
once it went viral. The photo has been
used by Virgin Airways and Coca
Cola in a Super Bowl commercial. My
grandson is now 13 years old.
Q: What hobbies do you enjoy?
A: I like quilting, crocheting and
gardening. I also play shuffleboard and
am in the Book Club of the River City
Women’s Club. We just read “A Death
in Live Oak” and the next one will
be “Big Little Lies.” We read a variety
of genres and it’s fun because we talk
about the book for about 20 minutes
and then spend the rest of the time
just socializing.
Q: If you were stranded on a deserted
island and could only take three items
with you, what would you take?
A: I would take a sewing machine, a
camera and a good book!

But his book became even more than a
family story as he includes the rich history
and heritage from slavery times to present
day. Estevez is the first African American
author from Edisto Island to write a nonfiction historical book about the island.
He will share any connections with Mandarin’s Edisto that we know of by the time
of the lecture. This book will be available
and the author will be happy to autograph
it for you.
Note: The lecture is on Feb. 27 (not Feb. 20,
which is the third Thursday –— the usual
lecture date) due to a conflict at the Mandarin Community Club. As always, the lecture
is presented by the Mandarin Museum &
Historical Society in partnership with and
held at the Mandarin Community Club,
located at 12447 Mandarin Road. Refreshments begin at 6:30 p.m. with the lecture
at 7 p.m. It is free and all are invited and
encouraged to attend.
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111 Doctors Village Dr • Race Track Rd • St. Johns, FL 32259
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WILLIAM J. GLENOS, D.M.D., P.A.

Board Certified Orthodontic Specialist For Children, Teens, and Adults

904.79SMILE (797.6453) • smilesbyglenos.com
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Let us help you and your
family be at your best!

Native Sons and Daughters look ahead
to New Year
By Brian Quirk, Flaming Arrow
mail@floridanewsline.com

Lisa D. Bailey,
Ph.D.

offerING
Mightier transforms video games into tools that teach kids to manage
difficult emotions, like anxiety, anger and frustration.
If you are concerned about your child’s academic performance, attention, emotions
or behaviors, we can help. We offer individual and family therapy as well as
educational groups and workshops. Our comprehensive assessments include:
IQ & Achievement • ADHD • Gifted • Standardized Testing Accommodations

Sarah Dew-Reeves,
Ph.D.

12412 San Jose Blvd., Suite 203 | Jacksonville, FL 32223 | Phone: 904-432-3321 | Fax: 904-432-3324

www.nautilusbehavioralhealth.com

Welcome to the first year of the new
decade. The Jacksonville chapter of the
Native Sons and Daughters program
is off to a fast start in creating life-long
memories between fathers and their
children.
We begin the New Year with our annual Suzie Q. Miller family campout.
During this campout, the children
invite their mothers to get a glimpse
of what the dads do with them during
our other campouts. After raising the
American Flag and reciting the pledge
of allegiance, the children partake in
canoeing, a fishing rodeo, Frisbee golf,
basketball and nature hikes. All the
activities are age appropriate and the
dads cook the family feast for everyone
on Saturday evening.
During February, the club attends a
Jacksonville Icemen professional hockey
game. Following the game, the group is
invited down on the ice to take pictures
with the team. For the vast majority of
the children, it is the first time seeing a
live hockey game and the first time they
have ever stepped foot on ice.

“If I were still in my house I would not be doing half
of what I’m doing here. And I’ve never had so many
friends in my life. We heard that being in an active living
community, you live longer, and I can see why!”

Also in February, the braves and princesses converge at the stadium in order
to participate in the Monster Truck
show. Each member strongly cheers for
their favorite driver and most of the
club arrives in plenty of time to take
pictures with their favorite driver and
their truck. This is an annual heartpounding, gut wrenching show of brute
strength and horsepower.

www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL

During April, both the boys’ and girls’
longhouses are held at various campgrounds in Northeast Florida. These
events are structured so that the fathers
can spend one-on-one time with either
their sons or with their daughters.
Finally, the club attends a night out
with the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp
where they can campout in the outfield
after the game, and our Ray Potts Summer Bowling begins the second week of
June.
Visit www.nsdjax.org for more information about our unique parent/child
program.

Friday, March 6, 9am - 2pm
Saturday, March 7, 9am - Noon

HOW DO YOU
DEFINE HAPPINESS?

Discover all there is to be happy about —
call us today at (877) 280-3594

The spring season begins with attending the Sunshine State Pow Wow. This
annual gathering of similar father/child
programs from all over the state has
participation from groups from Jacksonville to Miami and from Canaveral
to Tampa. This event alone usually attracts close to 1000 campers each year.
This year’s event is being held in Melbourne and can be reviewed at https://
sunshinestatepowwow.com

Dollar Clothing & Jewelry Sale

— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating
on the creek. Discover what makes you happy at
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our active
senior living community offers a stunning natural
setting with spacious garden apartments and villa homes
and an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare
services, if they should be needed.

Photos courtesy Brian Quirk

No checks, credit, or debit cards.

Mandarin Garden Club
2892 Loretto Road, 32223

Answers to puzzles on page 16

Answers
Puzzles
to our

Visit our website to read our new blog
and sign up for our newsletter!
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Fishing

Rotarians serve the needs of neighbors

Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Captain David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.com

We have reached the time of year
where fishing can be at its most difficult. Cold weather and cold water
temperatures definitely have a direct
influence on the current bite. Fortunately, so far this winter has been
fairly mild, keeping water temperatures
higher than usual. If this keeps up for
just a few more weeks, spring fishing
could be coming in like a lion.
With spring comes the best largemouth
bass fishing of the year. After spending
the winter low and slow, largemouths
will hit all area freshwater ponds, lakes,
creeks, and the river with a bodacious
appetite. This bite is brought on due to
the largemouth’s springtime spawning
season. You can expect the spawn to
last several weeks, with excellent bass
fishing taking place before, during, and
after the spawn. Spawning bass can be
spotted on their beds for easy fishing in
shallow waters during the spawn.
Saltwater fishing is ready for kickoff
at any time this time of year. As bait
fish begin their migration north due to
warming sea temperatures, the predatory fish that we like to catch will soon
follow. Bluefish are often the first fish
to show. With razor sharp teeth, and
piranha-like feeding frenzies, blues are
plentiful and easy to catch during their
spring run. Just about any bait, live or
artificial, will be attacked while they
are passing through in the surf. Cut
baits and finger mullet seem to be their
favorites though.

By Elizabeth Shaw
mail@floridanewsline.com

Whiting usually follow the blues, but
can begin to show before the blues if
we’ve had a mild enough winter. When
the Whiting do show, it’s time to hang
on to your hats, as the bite can happen as fast as your bait hits the bottom.
Dead shrimp and sand fleas are their
favorite bait.

The Rotary Club of
Mandarin
has a strong
commitment
to local community projects
to serve the
needs of the
club’s friends
and neighbors.
Mandarin
Rotarians
continued this
commitment
through their
annual holiday
tradition of
partnering with
the Mandarin
Food Bank
to distribute
Thanksgiving
and Christmas meals to local families in
need. Mandarin Rotarians and family
members also served as bell ringers to
spread holiday cheer and collect money
for the local Salvation Army during the
annual Red Kettle Christmas campaign.

When fishing in the surf, try locating a
“bite zone” to increase productivity. By
casting to different depths or locations,
give each spot a few minutes to see how
fast a bite occurs, and what the quality
of the fish is that comes from that spot.
You may also want to just try a slow
retrieval every minute or so till your
bait finds the area where the best fish
are most concentrated.
In the upcoming days or weeks, spring
fishing offers some of the fastest and
easiest fishing of the year. For getting
started, don’t look at the calendar, but
watch the weather. Periods of warmer
days with water temperatures averaging
60 degrees or warmer is the ticket to
give it a try. If you are really anxious to
get out, every 50 or 60 miles you drive
south moves up the fishing season a
week or two.

The Rotary Club is just starting to plan
the annual Laugh for Charity Gala,
which will take place on Thursday,
April 30, 2020 at the Comedy Zone.
The event will include cocktails, heavy
hors d’oeuvres, a live and silent auction

Fishing Report: Area freshwater largemouths are a must for anyone looking
for their first or trophy bass. Don’t
forget your neighborhood ponds and
lakes for some great bass fishing.

The Rotary Club of Mandarin meets at
7:30 a.m. each Tuesday morning at the
Ramada Inn and Conference Center
on Hartley Road in Mandarin. Contact
Membership Chair,Wesley R. Caldwell
at wes@dannagracey.com if you are interested in learning more about Service
Above Self and joining the Mandarin
Rotary.

Brian E. Floro DMD, PA

General and Family Dentistry

Bring a “New” Friend or Family Member to play and get
entered into a drawing for a special prize.
Special games with 100% payouts.

(904) 268-0830 • www.florodental.com

Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.
11705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

DOORS OPEN 6:15 • GAMES START AT 7:00
SPECIAL DOOR
PRIZES
FOR OUR
ANNIVERSARY

• Exams and Cleanings • Placing and Restoring Dental Implants
Extractions • Root Canals • Crowns and Bridges • Veneers and Teeth Whitening
Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

MARCH
BINGO
MARCH 7TH

PLENTY OF LIGHTED PARKING AND SECURITY ON PREMISES. GREAT FOOD,
DRINKS AND SNACKS. NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAW.

For More Information call Vinny Terlizzi at 904-742-8777 • vaterlizzi@gmail.com
4152 Loretto Road, Jacksonville, FL 32223

Insurance Claims
Roofing
Roof Repairs
Roof Maintenance
Contracts
 Tile and Shingle Roof
Cleaning







Painting
Chimney Cap Replacement
Chimney Repairs
Leak Detection Specialist
Concrete and Paver
Cleaning & Maintenance

Call Today For a Free Roof Cleaning
or Reroof Estimate! 904-223-6068

Whitening for Life!

Exam, Digital X-Rays
This offer is exclusive to self-pay
patients and may not be used with any
insurance program.

Contact the office for details.

99

Must present coupon. Expires 2-29-20.
Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

KEEP YOUR ROOF
IN PRIME CONDITION

99

New Patient Special

$

SATURDAY February 1st

Professional Quality
at the Best Price

and a comedy show. This event will
raise funds to support local charities.
Stay tuned for more details as the date
approaches.

Whether you catch one, some, or none,
the family time spent fishing will last a
lifetime.

2 Year Anniversary Bingo






Photo courtesy Elizabeth Shaw

Mandarin Rotary members serve at the Mandarin
Food Bank.

$

Must present coupon. Expires 2-29-20.

Brian E. Floro DMD

We can rodent proof the
ex terior of your home

AFTER

Roof Cleaning Before & After

Financing
Available

904-223-6068  KandDRoofing.com
CCC1325852 CBC1258249

by Jacksonville Magazine

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

74 6th Street South, Suite 104  Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
JV-0003133961-01

Voted one of the top dentists
in Jacksonville

BEFORE
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Puzzles

Answers to puzzles on page 14
Provided by MetroCreative
CLUES ACROSS
1. Indicates number of days
6. When you hope to get there
9. Hairstyle
13. Black (Spanish)
14. Expresses pleasure
15. Away from wind
16. Tech pros organization
17. Wile E. Coyote is familiar with it
18. Clean
19. Saints’ signal caller
21. A way to hunt
22. Poetries
23. Automobile
24. Secondary school (abbr.)
25. Indicates before
28. Male parent
29. Short-billed rails
31. It pays to keep yours
33. On occasion
36. David __, US playwright
38. Slang for cigarette

39. Vaccine developer
41. Returned to health
44. Toni Morrison novel
45. Period between eclipses
46. Veterans battleground
48. Gang
49. A radio band
51. Jaws of a voracious animal
52. Elaborate garments
54. Chinese province
56. Checks
60. Horizontal passage
61. Steep hillsides
62. Fertility god
63. Dried-up
64. Signs a name
65. __ Winger, actress
66. German river
67. Gov’t lawyers
68. Take something somewhere

CLUES DOWN
1. __ Blyton, children’s author
2. Colleague
3. “The African Queen” writer
4. Crater on the moon
5. Toward
6. Overhang
7. Identifies something close at
hand
8. Sign language
9. Unbroken views
10. Ancient Greek City
11. Stretch out to grasp
12. Alcohols that are unfit for
drinking
14. Humorous stories
17. Long song for a solo
20. Barrels per day (abbr.)
21. City of Lights
23. A place to sleep
25. Advanced degree (abbr.)
26. The back

27. Furniture-makers Charles and “Ray”
29. Songs to a lover
30. Gland secretion
32. 10 meters
34. Disfigure
35. Stores grain
37. Sacred book of Judaism
40. Catch
42. Promise
43. Challenges
47. Russian space station
49. Banking giant
50. Served as an omen
52. Drenches
53. Type of sword
55. Minor planet
56. Messenger ribonucleic acid
57. Japanese ankle sock
58. Obtain in return for services
59. Waste matter
61. A proposal to buy at a specified price
65. Unit of loudness

Community Marketplace Call (904) 886-4919
Massage Therapy
our
Market y
for
business
*
only $60
h
per mont
*12 ISSUE RATE

Alicia Nordman LMT

Only $50 an hour #MM12329/MA53865

Swedish • Deep Tissue
Neuromuscular Therapy

(904) 514 -5788

www.hunterlmt.com
A New U Massage located in San Jose Office
Center, Next to Sonny’s and Ace Hardware

$5 OFF with this ad.

Catering to the needs of the Homeowner

• Driveways • Concrete Removal
• Patios
• Driveway Extension
• Walkways • Pavers

FREE ESTIMATES

838-1836

Call Today for Free Decorative
Trim with Driveway Job!

PAVERS CONCRETE
& MORE

Taxes, Accounting, & Consulting
Individuals and Businesses
•
•
•
•
•

Tax Planning & Preparation
Business Problem Solving
Estate Planning
Investment Tax Planning
Computer Consulting

904-262-2684 - www.cpajax.com
info@cpajax.com
3649 Crown Point Court - Jacksonville, FL 32257

Support our advertisers!

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios
• Cool Deck & Slabs
• Pool Deck Remodel

Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

904.887.7926
rproffitt@future.loans
www.future.loans
315 11th Ave N Suite B
Jacksonville Beach FL
32250
NMLS# 22464

SNIP’S

Call today and ask about
advertising in our next issue!
Email
Rebecca@FloridaNewsLine.com

Call Rebecca
724-968-7602

TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Tree Preservation • Plant Health Care • Insect & Disease Treatments

Paul Oklevitch

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.
FL-5456A – LICENSED & INSURED

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE NOT
BEEN SCREENED BY THE SOUTHEASTERN ADVERTISING PUBLISHERS
ASSOCIATION (SAPA); Therefore,
any discrepancies thereof shall
not be the responsibility of the
aforementioned association. Your
publisher has agreed to participate
in this program and run these ads
as a service to the Southeastern
Advertising Publishers Association.

ADOPTION
Pregnant? Maybe Adoption?
Living Expenses Paid. Nationwide Agency. Talk With
Us 24/7. 866-716-3041. Online Chat. Online Application.
www.onetruegift.com. Text
515-778-2341. Not valid in FL.
Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid.
Nationwide Agency. Talk
With Us 24/7. 866-716-3041.
Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetruegift.
com. Tex t 515-7 78-2341.
BUSINESS SERVICES
COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON
SITE! Virus Removal, Data
Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY
$20 OFF ANY SERVICE with
coupon 4252 2! Restric tions apply. 844-315-8054
EDUCATION
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING
– Get FAA Technician certification. Approved for military
benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute
of Maintenance 866-453-6204
FINANCIAL
Attention all homeowners
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? We can help stop your
home from foreclosure. The
Foreclosure Defense
helpline can help save your
home. The Call is absolutely
free. 1-844-250-5850 (t)
Have $10K In Debt? Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Personal
Loans. Be Debt Free in 2448 Months. Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF! Know Your Options. Get a FREE debt relief
quote: Call 1-877-316-7129 (m)
Unable to work due to injury
or illness? Call Bill Gordon
& Assoc., Social Security
Disability Attorneys! FREE
Evaluation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide. 1-855-3991237! (Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL., TX/NM Bar. (m)
HEALTH & MEDICAL
Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 mg blue pills or
Generic 20 mg yellow pills.
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H.
Guaranteed, no prescription
necessary. Call 855-398-1878
HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/
get one FREE! High-quality
rechargeable Nano hearing
aids priced 90% less than
competitors. Nearly invisible! 60-day money back
guarantee! 1-855-338-4981
GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS!
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7
CALL NOW! 888-889-5515
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. NOT just a discount
plan, REAL coverage for [350]
procedures. Call 1-855-4042263 for details. www.dental50plus.com/cpf 6118-0219 (m)
Full Spectrum, CBD Rich
Hemp Oil. Known to help
reduce stress & anxiety,
improve sleep, manage
chronic pain. Lab Tested.
USA Grown not Overseas.
100% Money Back Guarantee. Save Over 33% CALL
NOW: 1-855-408-7942 (m)
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?
You and Your Family May Be
Entitled to Significant Cash
Award. Call 1-855-635-9214
for Information. No Risk. No
Money Out of Pocket. (t)
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact de-

sign and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 855-397-7056 (m)
SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World Health
Link. Price Match Guarantee!
Prescriptions Required. CIPA
Certified. Over 1500 medications available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-844-751-4067 Call Now! (m)
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaranteed! 1-855-457-9751 (t)
MISCELLANEOUS
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification?
Is the bank threatening foreclosure? CALL Homeowner’s
Relief Line now! FREE CONSULTATION 844-359-4330
DISH Network $59.99 For 190
Channels! Add High Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month.
Call Today for $100 Gift Card!
Best Value & Technology. FREE
Installation. Call 1-855-4197188 (some restrictions apply)
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?
You And Your Family May
Be Entitled To Significant
Cash Award. No Risk. No
Money Out Of Pocket. For
Information Call 855-331-4660
Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE
w/ DIRECT V Choice AllIncluded Package. $59.99/
month for 12 months. 185
Channels PLUS Thousands
of Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR
Upgrade. Call 1-855-781-1565
Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+.
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness
. Call 1-888-856-8066 Monday
through Friday 7AM-5PM PST
Need Help with Family
Law? Can’t Afford a $5000
Retainer? Low Cost Legal
Services- Pay As You Go- As
low as $750-$1500- Get Legal
Help Now! Call 1-855-9820484 Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm
PCT https://www.familycourtdirect.com/?network=1
Recently diagnosed with
LUNG CANCER and 60+ years
old? Call now! You and your
family may be entitled to a
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD.
Call 844-791-6012 today.
Free Consultation. No Risk.
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills
for $99. 100 pills for $150.
FREE shipping. Money back
guaranteed! 1-866-863-0142.
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/month
(for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill
Gordon & Assoc., Social Security Disability Attorneys,
1-855-498-6323! FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St
NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. NOT just a discount
plan, REAL coverage for [350
] procedures. Call 1-877-3082834 for details. www.dental50plus.com/cadnet 6118-0219

Attention all Homeowners in
jeopardy of Foreclosure? We
can help stop your home from
foreclosure. The Foreclosure
Defense helpline can help
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-516-6641.

sion! Paquete ‘Más ULTRA’,
Todo Incluído $45.00/ mes,
más impuestos. Incluye Más
de 240 canales! Llame al
ñumero 877-430-6584. (m)
DISH Network $59.99 For
190 Channels! Add High
Speed Internet for ONLY
$19.95/month. Call Today for
$100 Gift Card! Best Value
& Technology. FREE Installation. Call 1-855-895-7245
(some restrictions apply) (m)

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off and 0% financing for those who qualify. DISH TV $59.99 For 190 ChanPLUS Senior & Military Dis- nels + $14.95 High Speed Incounts. Call 1-855-402-0373 ternet. Free Installation, Smart
Two great new offers from HD DVR Included, Free Voice
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to Remote. Some restrictions
get the Next Generation Sam- apply. 1-855-340-3064 (t)
sung Galaxy S10e FREE. FREE Earthlink High Speed InteriPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, net. As Low As $14.95/month
Give One. While supplies last! (for the first 3 months.) ReliCALL 1-866-565-8452 or www. able High Speed Fiber Optic
freephonesnow.com//cadnet Technology. Stream Videos,
Make a Connection. Real
People, Flirty Chat. Meet
singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 1-877-929-1176 (m)

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing gutter protection. Schedule a
aid for just $75 down and $50 FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
per month! Call 800-426-4212 15% off and 0% financing
and mention 88272 for a risk for those who qualify. PLUS
free trial! FREE SHIPPING! Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-866-287-4769 (m)
Cross country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company, GE T A $250 AT&T VISA?
out of state move $799 Long REWARD CARD WHEN YOU
Distance Movers. Get Free BUY A SMARTPHONE ON
quote on your Long dis- AT&T NEXT! Limited Time
tance move. 1-844-452-1706 Offer. More For Your Thing.
(*Req’s well-qualified credit.
Call Empire Today® to sched- Limits & restr’s apply.) Call
ule a FREE in-home estimate Now! 1-8668457080 or visit
on Carpeting & Flooring. www.250reward.com/CPF (m)
Call Today! 1-855-404-2366
Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE
Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECT V Choice Allw/ DIRECT V Choice All- Included Package. $59.99/
Included Package. $59.99/ month for 12 months. 185
month for 12 months. 185 Channels PLUS Thousands of
Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies On Demand.
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade.
FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 1-87 7-808-9508 (m)
Call 1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet Get Your Medical Marijuana Card. Stop in for a
DISH Network $59.99 For sample of CBD Bud. Stop
190 Channels! Add High taking dangerous pain and
Speed Internet for ONLY Anxiety Pills with Toxic side
$19.95/month. Call Today for effec t s . 1-83 3- 4 20-04 2 1
$100 Gift Card! Best Value
& Technology. FREE Instal- HughesNet Satellite Internet
lation. Call 1-855-837-9146 - 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data FREE
AFFORDABLE NEW SIDING! Off-Peak Data. FAST downBeautify your home! Save load speeds. WiFi built in!
on monthly energy bills with FREE Standard Installation
beautiful NEW SIDING from for lease customers! Limited
1800Remodel! Up to 18 months Time, Call 1-855-485-4101 (m)
no interest. Restrictions apply 1-855-361-3532 (Place Un- Two great new offers from
der Home Improvement) (t) AT&T Wireless! Ask how to get
the Next Generation Samsung
ATTENTION: Have you or a Galaxy S10e FREE. FREE iPhone
loved one used Juul or another with AT&T?s Buy one, Give
e-cigarette vaping device & One. While supplies last! CALL
developed a serious health 1-8668457080 or www.freecondition such as stroke, sei- phonesnow.com//CPF (m)
zure, convulsions, lung damage, pulmonary issues includ- We have Clinics STATEWIDE.
ing heart attacks? You may be Medical Marijuana Clinics,
entitled to compensation! Call call today! Call 1-833-420-0421
now: 1-855-916-2015 (t) A PLACE FOR MOM has helped
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month.
Get More For Your High-Speed
Internet Thing. Ask us how
to bundle and SAVE! Geo &
svc restrictions apply. Call
us today 1-866-301-7156. (m)

over a million families find
senior living. Our trusted, local
advisors help find solutions
to your unique needs at no
cost to you. 1-877-505-5169 (t)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior living
referral service. Contact our
Become a published au- trusted, local experts today!
thor! Publications sold at all Our service is FREE/no obligamajor secular & specialty tion. CALL 1-855-836-8564 (m)
Christian bookstores. CALL COMPUTER ISSUES? Free DiChristian Faith Publishing agnosis by Geeks On Site! Vifor your FREE author submis- rus Removal, Data Recovery!
sion kit. 1-844-293-6611 (m) 24/7 Emergency Service, InBecome a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Call for Free Author`s Guide
1-844-218-1247. http://dorranceinfo.com/florida (m)
Cross Country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company,
out of state move. $799 Long
Distance Movers. Get Free
quote on your Long distance
move 1-87 7-828-2789 (t)

home repair/On-line solutions.
$20 OFF. 1-855-993-4172 (t)

Need Help with Family Law?
Can’t Afford a $5000 Retainer? https://www.familycourtdirect.com/?network=1
Low Cost Legal Services Pay As You Go - As low as
$750-$1500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-844-415-4092
Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm PST (t)

Get Your Medical Marijuana Card. Stop in for a
sample of CBD Bud. Stop
taking dangerous pain and
¡DIRECTV Te Trae El Mejor Anxiety Pills with Toxic side
Fútbol De México por Univi- effec t s . 1-83 3- 4 20-04 2 1
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REAL ESTATE
Behind on your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification?
Bank threatening foreclosure? CALL Homeowner Protection Services now! New
laws are in effect that may
help. Call Now 1-866-214-4534

Local Job Marketplace!
Florida NewsLine’s Job Finder

Job Finder listing are complimentary for our valued advertisers!

SATELLITE TV
HughesNet - Finally, superfast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just
$59.99/mo! Unlimited Data is
Here. Stream Video. Bundle
TV & Internet. Free Installation. Call 866-520-1640

Be sure to check out our Job Finder in
the coming months!

$59.99/month Directv Special. 155+ Channels, HBO for
12 months and 3 months of
Premium Movie Channels!
Whole Home GENIE HD DVR!
Call Now! 87 7-2 21-84 2 7
DISH TV - Over 190 Channels Now ONLY $59.99/mo!
2yr price guarantee, FREE
Installation! Save HUNDREDS over Cable and DIRECTV. Add Internet as low
as $14.95/mo! 1-855-977-7405
Orlando + Daytona Beach
Florida Vacation! Enjoy 7 Days
and 6 Nights with Hertz, Enterprise or Alamo Car Rental
Included - Only $298.00. 12
months to use. Call Now!
1-866- 4 9 4 - 3 020 (24/7 ).
WANTED TO BUY

We need YOU to be our
Neighborhood Reporter!
Send in your articles and article ideas!
Email: editor@floridanewsline.com

CASH FOR CARS! We buy
all cars! Junk, high-end,
totaled – it doesn’t matter!
Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS
too! Call 1-866-508-8362.
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All
Makes/Models 2002-2018!
Any Condition. Running
or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free
Towing! We’re Nationwide!
Call Now: 1-888-985-1806
Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O.
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201
CASH FOR CARS! We buy
all cars! Junk, high-end,
totaled – it doesn’t matter!
Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS
too! Call 1-833-238-0340 (t)
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
BREAST CANCER! Help United
Breast Foundation education, prevention & support
programs. FAST FREE PICKUP
- 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-758-6966 (t)
DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
BREAST CANCER! Help United
Breast Foundation education,
prevention & support programs. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24
HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 1-844-513-9098 (m)
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation,
Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-855-972-5518 (m)
Donate your car, truck or van.
Help veterans find jobs or
start a business. Call Patriotic
Hearts Foundation. Fast, FREE
pick-up. Max tax-deduction.
Operators are standing by!
Call 1-833-909-0926 (m)
Reader Advisory: The National Trade
Association we belong to has purchased the above classifieds. Determining the value of their service or
product is advised by this publication.
In order to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers do not offer
employment but rather supply the
readers with manuals, directories
and other materials designed to help
their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home.
Under NO circumstance should you
send any money in advance or give
the client your checking, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also beware
of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that
if a credit repair company does
business only over the phone it is
illegal to request any money before
delivering its service. All funds are
based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.
ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes across
the USA! Place your ad in over 140
community newspapers, with circulation totaling over 10 million homes.
Contact Independent Free Papers
of America IFPA at danielleburnettifpa@live.com or visit our website
cadnetads.com for more information

AIRLINE
CAREERS
Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses
coast to coast. Job placement assistance.
Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

800-481-7894

Dental Insurance
Get dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company to help cover the services you’re most likely to use –
Cleanings

X-rays

Fillings

Crowns

Dentures

1-866-694-6148
Call now to get this FREE Information Kit!
dental50plus.com/southern
Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-7994433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY:
P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN).
6154-0120
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The
Pantry
Raiders

Do dessert at home
this Valentine’s Day
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Couples who want to add a special twist to Valentine’s Day date night can enjoy a nice
meal out before returning home for some homemade dessert. Whether couples prepare it
together or surprise their significant others, the following recipe for “Coffee Crisp” from Bob
Blumer’s “Surreal Gourmet Bites” (Chronicle Books) can make for the perfect ending to a
Valentine’s Day date night.

Coffee Crisp
(Yields 12 bites)

6 egg yolks
8 tbsp. sugar
2 tbsp. instant espresso or coffee powder
1 ½ cups heavy cream
½ tsp. vanilla extract

Preheat the oven to 300 F.
In a medium bowl, whisk egg yolks and 6
tablespoons of the sugar for 1 minute, or until
smooth and pale yellow in color. Reserve.
Photo courtesy MetroCreative
Coffee Crisp
In a second medium bowl, add espresso
granules and one-quarter cup of the cream.
Whisk untilClient:
smooth,
add remaining
cream and vanilla, and whisk until well blended.
Y
Jaxthen
Multispecialty
Dental
Dr. Obdulia
Very gently,Contact:
fold espresso
creamRondon
mixture into egg yolks.
responsibility
Ad Rep: Heather
to pour
custard mixture into espresso cups, filling them three-fourths of the
n your ad. Use a ladleAd
Size: 1/4
way to the top. Place cups in a baking dish or roasting pan and transfer to oven. Fill a
ring the production of
pitcher with warm tap water. Before closing oven door, pour water into pan (but not into
nsible for any error not
the cups themselves!)
until it reaches halfway up the sides of the cups.
PROOF TO:
de to invoice amount.
Bake for 40obduliarondon@hotmail.com
minutes, or until the custards jiggle just slightly when you shake the pan.
Remove pan from oven and leave out on counter, allowing the residual heat of the water to
finish the cooking process.
When custards have fully solidified, refrigerate for 2 hours.
Just before serving, sprinkle 1/2 teaspoon of sugar evenly overtop each custard. Use a small
blowtorch to caramelize the sugar. Alternatively, place cups 1 inch below oven broiler under
a watchful eye for approximately 2 minutes, or until sugar caramelizes.

BEST European Watch Repair

We repair all types of mechanical or battery operated watches including:
Cartier, Rolex, Omega, Breitling, Tag Heuer, Gucci, Movado... You name it!
Two year warranty included in any major repair!

Alex in a new location

Gardening

It’s February – Already
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Now is a good time to sow seeds of
popular summer vegetables, particularly tomatoes, peppers, both hot and
sweet, and eggplants. This is an indoor
project, though, as soils will not warm
up sufficiently until all danger of frost
has passed, usually after March 20 or
thereabouts. Use a potting soil formulated for seedlings and keep your seed
tray in a warm place to encourage germination. Once you have tiny plants,
give them plenty of light. Be aware that
overwatering is a potential problem as
it can cause seedlings to rot and die: a
fungal condition called “damping off.”
Fertilize with a weak solution every
week or two, or use a slow release product, keeping it away from tender stems.
There are some vegetables that should
be sown directly in the garden if they
are to grow well, and in February these
include corn, cucumbers, snow or English peas, radish (a useful quick grower), squash, turnips, and watermelon.
If you have limited space, take a closer
look at the Florida Vegetable Gardening Guide, to help refine your options
(https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/vh021). Always grow what your family will eat, or
be prepared to coax them into new and
different flavors.
When considering where to grow, aim
to move your crops from place to place
each season. Crop rotation helps to
discourage insects that are attracted to
particular types of plants, and soilborne diseases that attack certain plant
groups don’t have the opportunity to
build up to really damaging levels. You
may not have an easy situation to deal
with, since different vegetables mature
at different rates and take up different amounts of space, but it is worth
avoiding growing the same plants in
the same place year after year. Ideally

plants in the same family (see https://tinyurl.com/vqgqslq) should be grouped
together to make this easier. Record
what, when, and where you plant in the
garden using simple diagrams. As your
crops finish, tidy up any potentially
diseased material if you haven’t done
so already, and replenish the soil with
compost. Draw up the next planting
plan and keep these records season to
season. (I certainly cannot remember
the details of what I planted two or
three years ago!) Aim for a three year
rotation at minimum, and perhaps use
a cover crop for green manure (see the
Florida Vegetable Gardening Guide) if
you have a space you don’t want to use.
When I was a child, my parents worked
in our garden — the term in England
that encompasses the whole backyard.
My dad grew the vegetables and fruit,
and my mum loved her flowers. It never
occurred to me then that all flowers had
their seasons, although the Michaelmas
daisies (then in the Aster genus now recategorized as Symphyotrichum) were
a late summer treat for many beautiful
butterflies. It was clear that the produce
came and went seasonally, apparently
controlled by my dad. Now I understand that we have flowers that bloom
in certain seasons, for varying lengths
of time, and their life cycles include setting seed for the next year. With experts
advising us that we should aim to have
flowering plants available year round
for those oh-so valuable pollinators –
like honey bees – this article may help:
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/mg035. And for
shrubs and trees to support honey bees,
see https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in1223.
Check out “A New Leaf ” at https://
tinyurl.com/yxuhw2qq and be prepared
for a productive and beautiful spring.
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A weekend in Wytheville, Virginia

Travelers often find unexpected joys,
fewer crowds, and budget-friendly
prices in smaller cities. I recently discovered these advantages in Wytheville,
located in Southwest Virginia, at the
intersection of highways Interstate-81
and Interstate-77, not far from the
Tennessee border. Wytheville’s population numbers just 8,500, but there’s
plenty to see and do.
My first stroll down Main Street
brought me to the Edith Bolling
Wilson Museum. Who? Edith Boiling,
a child born and raised in Wytheville,
became the first lady when she married Woodrow Wilson in 1915, during
his first term as President. (I can only
imagine the media frenzy that would
cause today.) When Wilson suffered
a stroke in 1919, Edith actually made
many presidential decisions on his
behalf.
Her birthplace sits next door to the
museum. The house has yet to be
restored, but the near-empty rooms
speak loudly of the past. I was fascinated by Edith and her place in American
history. (She was born during the Civil
War Reconstruction and has a 10th
generation link to Pocahontas.)
The Thomas A. Boyd Museum focuses
on Wytheville’s history, including a
reasonably recent, but sad, chapter.
In 1950, Wytheville had more polio

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

cases than any other city in the state.
The year became known as the Summer Without Children. Accounts say it
was as if the Pied Piper spirited all the
children out of town. Parents would
not permit the kids to play outdoors.
Several iron lungs of various sizes are
displayed, a poignant reminder of
how polio victims
were affected and
treated at this
time.

through the Blue Ridge
Mountains.

The Fort Chiswell Animal Park grew from the
childhood dream of Jeff
Arches. The 45-acre safari
park features animals
from
six
continents, mostly rescued
animals. You ride
along with windows open on an
Today’s outdoor
old school bus, and
enthusiasts will
exotic animals come
find a variety of
up to the vehicle. The
hiking, biking,
Fun at the Fort Chiswell Animal Park. guide tells you how
horseback ridyou can feed them.
ing, and boating
I turned my back, and a camel pushed
options among Big Walker Mountain
Trail, New River State Park, and Crystal his head in the window and stole the
entire bag of animal
Springs. Drive
feed off the seat. He
up to Big Walker
enjoyed quite a feast
Mountain Lookout
while we all laughed.
(elevation of 3,405
The attraction runs
feet) and climb the
on an abundance
100-foot tower for
of love and care. It’s
endless views of
a happy place that
beautiful AppalaI feel comfortable
chian Mountains.
recommending, espeMotorcycle riders
find the epicenter
Edith Bolling Wilson birthplace museum. cially if traveling with
children.
of the “Claw of the
Dragon” in Wytheville, a 200-mile scenic trail running As far as food and beverage, Wytheville’s got it covered. The West Wind
Farm Winery does everything from

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Wytheville Main Street.

grape to glass by hand. They hand-pick,
crush, bottle and label wines from the
five-acre vineyard. Wytheville welcomes
beer enthusiasts to two trendy craft
breweries.
The Wohlfahrt Haus Dinner Theatre
presents musicals to 50,000 guests per
year in a 250-seat arena. With those
numbers, you know they must be doing
something right. The three-course meal
and the show were excellent. Another
night, I suggest dining at the atmospheric Log House 1776 Restaurant.
Plan to stay and browse the gardens,
antique, and gift shops in outer buildings.
Wytheville draws a crowd to its annual
Chautauqua Festival and Balloon Rally,
an eight-day family-oriented music and
arts festival from the third to the fourth
Saturday every June. The spectacular evening balloon glow earns rave
reviews. Balloon rides are available the
next morning.

Mummy Day
held in support
of United Way
Photo courtesy Mary Eyler

On Wednesday, Dec. 11, Crown Point Elementary School participated in a student
campaign in support of the United Way. Students transformed Principal Brett Hartley into a mummy. During lunch the students had the chance to purchase a piece of
tape for one dollar and wrap it around Hartley. Crown Point students raised almost
$500. It was a fun event which raised funds for a good cause.
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Starting here
creates confidence there.
Attending Bolles at a young
age sets the stage for future
learning. The wide breadth of
learning opportunities, global
context, academic resources and
accomplished faculty prepare
students for real-world success
in college, career and life.
Explore what Bolles has to offer
by visiting www.Bolles.org
or calling us at (904) 256-5030.

Riley Coonan
Bolles Class of 2017
Major: Accounting

A Bolles experience develops
successful young adults who
know how to thrive.

Wofford Volleyball Team

#ThisIsBolles

Wofford College Sophomore

Student-Athlete Advisory
Committee
Campus Tutor

The Bolles School is a college preparatory day and boarding school for students in
Pre-K through Grade 12.
Four Unique
Campuses

Ponte Vedra Beach Pre-K–5
Whitehurst Pre-K–5

Bartram 6–8
San Jose 9–12

Swing. Love. Live.

We have the compassionate team and
technology to take great care of you
or a loved one during an emergency.
See our average ER wait times at
MemorialHospitalJax.com.

