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Nease NJROTC places third
at national championships

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Like many non profit organizations,
HAWKE (Humane Association of
Wildlife Care and Education) has
been hit hard by the pandemic and
resulting shutdown. The group has
been unable to hold its normal fundraisers and open houses; HAWKE
relies on donations from these events
as there is no state funding available
for wildlife rehabilitation.
Wildlife cont. on pg. 13

Nease NJROTC’s Armed Basic Team performs its third place finish during the Navy National Academic, Athletic and Drill
Championships.
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On April 16, the Nease NJROTC
competed against the top 25 NJROTC
drill teams across the country at the Navy
National Academic, Athletic and Drill
Championships — and earned third
place. The Navy Nationals comprise a
series of nine events — five drill, three
athletic and one academic — where the
cumulative scores are added to determine
the overall national champion. Nease,
which won the Area-12 Drill Championship in March in Lee County, Ga., represented NJROTC Area-12, which covers
the 60 NJROTC programs across Northern Florida and the state of Georgia.
Photo courtesy Melanie Cain-Stage

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com
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St. Johns, Florida 32259

“These young men and women have
persevered since August, practicing at
7:30 a.m.,” said senior naval science
instructor Captain Scott LaRochelle.
“Finishing third in the nation validated
their commitment to excellence.”
Nease has qualified and competed at
the Navy Nationals every year since
2015 (last year’s championships were

Photos courtesy Scott LaRochelle

Cadet Johnny Castillo sprints the anchor leg to Nease’s
record setting 16x100 Relays during the Navy National
Academic, Athletic and Drill Championships.

canceled, but the team qualified), and
never finished higher than sixth place.
The top five schools are recognized with
individual trophies.
“I believed we nailed our performance
perfectly,” said Cadet Brodie Mongon,
commander of the winning Unarmed
Basic Drill team. “Knowing how incredible some of the other programs from
places like California, Virginia and
Florida are makes this trophy even more
special.”

No Excuses Running
Club aims to reach and
inspire young athletes
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Nease earned first place in two events

— the 16 x100 Relay and Unarmed
Basic Drill. The team garnered six additional trophies, including third place
in Overall Athletics, Armed Basic Drill,
Armed Exhibition Drill and Push Ups.
Two cadets earned individual medals for
athletics: Emmelie Neff finished fourth
in sit ups with 320 and Amber Vidler
finished sixth in push ups with 86.

The No Excuses Running Club
became an official club in the
middle of the pandemic last year.
Founders Zeke and Jill Benavides
said they basically took what they
had done for middle schoolers
(offered training to keep athletes’
skills up during summer break)
for the previous two summers, but
expand it to include more than
just Fruit Cove Middle School
students. Jill Benavides said they
wanted to create a sense of community and also give kids a focus

during COVID, when everything
was newly shut down. No Excuses
Running Club is open to all area
students from first through eighth
grades, as well as high schoolers
who are not participating in summer training programs with their
high schools. The program aims to
increase athletes’ skills as runners,
plus build endurance, speed, and
agility for other sports.
“We found that many of the
students said they wanted to find
friends in addition to develop
Athletes cont. on pg. 6
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Coaches Zeke and Jill Benavides in their favorite position: encouraging young runners.
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2 Ton 15.5 SEER Heat Pump
10 years parts & 10 year labor
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MikeTaylor@PremierHomesRealty.net

Tari J. Taylo r, Realtor, BPOR, SFR
(904) 449-1855
TariTaylor@PremierHomesRealty.net
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Sellers: We will List and Sell your home for ONLY 4% Commission. And if there is
no other Agent in the transaction, we will REDUCE our commission to ONLY 3%
Commission!
Buyers: We will pay up to 1% of the purchase price towards your allowable closing
costs and pre-paids!
Broker is a member of the Northeast Florida Association of Realtors and the St Johns County Board of Realtors.

Property Management Services: Own a home, but not ready to sell? Call us about our Property Management Services. We will list your rental home for ONLY 50% of
the ﬁrst month’s rent. We will then manage your home for ONLY 10% of the monthly rent. Both Landlord and Tenant are given access to our online property
management system for convenient access to monthly reports.

PREMIER H OMES R EALTY .N ET

* This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list your home if it is currently listed with a realtor.
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MYSTERY PHOTO

Answers: A. feline B. claws C. purr D. scratch

to our

Can you guess where this is?
Cananswer
you guess
where this is?
Submit your
to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Submit your answer to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the flagpole at Veterans Park.
Our winner
Navarro.
Last month’s Mystery
Photowas
wasChris
Durbin
CreekCongratulations!
Dental Care at Durbin Pavilion.

PG 14

Our winner was Biren Amin. Congratulations!
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JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE • 112-203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK • ST JOHNS, FL 32259
ORANGE PARK OFFICE • 1584-B KINGSLEY AVENUE • ORANGE PARK, FL 32073
ATLANTIC OFFICE • 12740-12 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD • JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225

to schedule a CONSULT
Call or visit us online:
904.264.KIDS | 264KIDS.COM

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.
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with Florida State Representative
Cyndi Stevenson, District 17

Q: With this year’s regular legislative
session concluded, can you give us an
overview?
A: I think it was a great session.
Much of session was taken up with
the headline issues of the day, and we
have had our share. But we also passed
meaningful legislation that addressed
important long-term issues of the state.
We addressed things like sea level rise/
resiliancy, quality standards for Voluntary Pre-K programs, and literacy.

“If I were still in my house I would not be
doing half of what I’m doing here. And I’ve
never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary (with her dog, Jade)

WHAT MAKES OUR
RESIDENTS HAPPY?

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life
Plan Community offers a stunning natural setting
with spacious garden apartments and villa homes and
an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare
services, if they should be needed.

Discover all there is to be happy about —
call us today at (877) 280-3594

We ended up with more money for
the budget than we thought we would
have, and we used it on one-time
spends such as investing in cybersecurity and catching up on some deferred
maintenance for the Capitol rather
than increasing entitlements (which
would have to be funded every year).
Q: What are some of the less talked
about bills that would be of interest
to the community?
A: We passed legislation to reduce
abuses of property tax insurance and
lawsuits that are driving increases in
our property insurance premiums.
We passed legislation focused on
increasing Florida’s literacy rate. While
we have seen steady improvement in
Florida’s literacy, more than 60 percent
of third graders are reading below grade
level — which is not acceptable. We
established the New Worlds program
that will mail a book to all Florida
Students reading below grade level
and supply their families with online
materials to help their families engage
their children in their pursuit of reading mastery.
We increased funding for Florida’s
K-12 schools and were able to fund a
$1,000 bonus to Florida’s teachers and
law enforcement officers.
We protected Bright Futures Scholarship funding and maintained our
commitment to increase funding for
Florida’s K-12 schools.

www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL

Q: What bills were passed that were
directly related to the global public
health emergency that was beginning
as session ended in 2020?

Selma
Selma Tillman
Tillman
Collier
Collier
Realtor
®
®

Realtor

YOUR TRUSTED REAL ESTATE ADVISOR
YOUR TRUSTED REAL ESTATE ADVISOR
SERVING NORTHEAST FLORIDA FOR 15 YEARS
SERVING NORTHEAST FLORIDA FOR 15 YEARS
MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCER
MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCER
FIVE STAR PROFESSIONAL
FIVE STAR PROFESSIONAL
Inventory is low. We have more buyers
Inventory
is low.
Wewould
have more
than sellers.
If you
like a buyers
free,
than
sellers. If you
would
like a free,
no obligation
home
evaluation,
no obligation
home
evaluation,
call me
today!
call me today!

www.SelmaCollier.com
www.SelmaCollier.com
stcollier@comcast.net
stcollier@comcast.net
904-704-3141
904-704-3141

We passed legislation that will harden
our internet connections against storm
related outages and incentivize the
expansion of broadband service to rural
areas of Florida.

A: We addressed the fallout of the virus
by updating our laws and plans so our
state is better prepared to face public
health emergencies. We passed legislation to protect businesses, schools,
charities, religious organizations, and

healthcare providers from frivolous
lawsuits.
The shut down to slow the spread of
the virus triggered massive layoffs and
record numbers of people who were
suddenly unemployed. We reorganized
the Department of Economic Opportunity and set requirements for
upgrades to the Connect System to a
cloud-based system to protect it from
an outage caused by a surge of users.
We saw peaceful protests used as cover
for riots, violence, and looting. We responded by passing HB 1 to create one
of the strongest anti-mob violence laws
in the country. The law protects peaceful protests, our neighborhoods and
the law enforcement officers who place
their lives on the line to protect us.
We saw examples of misuse of force
against our citizens, most notably
George Floyd at the hands of the police. We worked to pass HB 7051 Law
Enforcement and Correction Officer
Practices, which requires the establishment of standards for officer training
and policies regarding use of force,
requires quarterly reporting to the
state on certain use of force incidents
and investigations of backgrounds for
people seeking employment as a law
enforcement or corrections officer.
Q: What was your favorite bill that
was passed?
A: I would say HB 5. This bill passed
both the Florida House and Senate
unanimously. It requires the development of a K-12 curriculum which will
be a part of the regular schoolwork
for both district and charter schools.
It will assist students in developing an
understanding of their shared rights
and responsibilities as residents of
the state of Florida and of the founding principles of the United States.
It will develop an understanding of
effectively advocating before government bodies and officials. It will
include the curation of a collection of
oral histories to provide portraits in
patriotism based on personal stories of
diverse individuals who demonstrate
civic minded qualities, including first
person accounts of victims of other
nation’s governing philosophy. It will
help them understand their responsibility for preserving and defending
the blessings of liberty inherited from
prior generations and secured by the
US Constitution.
Q: What is the best way for our readers to contact you?
A: Readers can email me at Cyndi.
Stevenson@myfloridahouse.gov or call
my local office at (904) 823-2300.

Online Counseling
Offering counseling services one-on-one from the
comfort of your own home
• Depression-Anxiety-Stress-Substance Abuse
• Bereavement-Addiction-Posttraumatic Stress Disorder
• Marital & Family Relationship Issues
• Gender/LGBTQ Issues

11576 San Jose Boulevard
Jacksonville,
FLBoulevard
32223
11576
San Jose
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Dr. Daniel Williams Jr.

630.442.4856

focusonme.us
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with St. Johns County Sheriff
Rob Hardwick

Q: As coronavirus protocols are
loosening, what community programs will the sheriff ’s office be
starting back up?
A: The first big one we are pushing is
our Civilian Law Enforcement Academy (CLEA). This gives participants an
insiders’ perspective on law enforcement and how the criminal justice
system works and includes things like
a jail tour and meeting all the specialized units, like the dive team and the
detective team. It meets every Tuesday
night for three hours for two and a
half months. My wife is in the first
class since we started back up, which
is meeting now. They graduate in
June.
We also have our WAVE (Women
Against Violent Encounters) program. This actually started back in
the 1990s with the St. Augustine
Police Department for Flagler College
students. Now, the St. Johns County
Sheriff ’s Office is taking the lead, but
we work in tandem with the St. Augustine Police Department and the St.
Augustine Beach Police Department.
Classes are taught over two nights for
three hours each night and are hosted
by homeowner associations, churches,
and other groups all over the county.
The first night is a lecture format and
the second night is hands on training.
All instructors are women law enforcement officers.
Q: Do you offer any programs for
senior citizens?
A: This is an especially vulnerable
population and our Community Affairs Unit, including Cpl. Greg Suchy
and Deputy Tony Rodriguez have

QA
&

been visiting all the retirement and
senior living facilities in the county to
present programs on fraud and scams,
especially online, against the elderly.
We are trying to get out in front of
crimes and try to prevent them.

A: The St. Johns County Clerk’s Office internship program is designed to
expose college and high school students
to a career in local government. This
program will allow students to learn
the vital roles the clerk’s office provides
to residents by maintaining official
records, collecting and distributing
county funds, and many other important functions performed to assist the
judiciary in court proceedings. There
is both a paid and volunteer internship
program and a commitment of at least
four weeks is required, though you may
commit to a full semester if desired.
For more information and to apply to
the program, you can call (904) 8193605 or email the Human Resources
Department at cochumanresources@
stjohnsclerk.com.
Q: Do you have an update on the
mask policy for your office?
A: The Clerk’s Office falls under Supreme Court jurisdiction and health

More Than 25 Years Legal Experience

904-665-0005 • www.preddylaw.com

12627 San Jose Blvd. • Ste. 102 (Just north of the Julington Creek Bridge)

Q: How would one go about requesting one of these programs for
their group or at their facility?

ST. JOHNS COUNTY

PROPERTY APPRAISER

A: For any of our community programs, contact Cpl. Suchy with our
Community Affairs Unit at gsuchy@
sjso.org.

Eddie Creamer

Q: What else is your office working
on for community education?
A: We are in the process of teaming
up with Wolfson Children’s Hospital
to film some PSA videos regarding
best practices to prevent drowning.
The leading cause of unintentional
death for children aged one to four
and the second leading cause of
unintentional death for children aged
five to 14 is drowning. We hope these
videos bring awareness to this. The
number one factor in drowning is the
lack of active supervision by adults.
If your child is lost, the first place
you should look is any nearby water
source. We are hoping tips like this
will keep our families safe.
Q: What is the best way for our
readers to contact you with any
questions or suggestions about this
article?
A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.
org or call me at (904) 824-8304.
Also, our website, www.sjso.org has
a wealth of resources, from alarm
registration to Crime Stoppers to our
Neighbors app.

with St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit Court
and Comptroller Brandon Patty

Q: What can you tell us about your
office’s internship program?

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts
Probate • Guardianship

NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION OF TAX ROLL
Pursuant to Sections 193.122 and 197.323, Florida Statutes,
Notice is Hereby Given that the Tax Roll for
St. Johns County was Re-Certified to the St. Johns County Tax
Collector on the 7th day of May, 2021, for the
Collection of 2020 Taxes, to reflect all changes made by the
Value Adjustment Board.
EDDIE CREAMER
PROPERTY APPRAISER ST. JOHNS COUNTY
Dr. Donald Levine, MD

Client:
Contact: Dr. Donald Levine, MD
Ad Rep: Linda
Ad size:1/4, 4C

For additional information, please visit our website
at www.sjcpa.us or contact us at (904) 827-5500

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.
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Nicole Fifer, PA-C, Jaime Kibler, DO, Donald J. Levine, MD, and Katherine

screenings and masks are no longer
required to access the courthouse for
business; however, if you are appearing
for a court hearing, a mask is required
in the courtroom.
Q: Do you have anything else to
share with northern St. Johns County
readers?
A: Our office currently has various
full-time positions open. To explore
employment opportunities, visit
https://stjohnsclerk.com/employmentopportunities. The benefits package is
also available on the website.
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Q: What is the best way for our readers to contact you or your office?

904.287.2794

1400 Bishop Estates Road • St. Johns, FL 32259
904.287.2794
A: A lot of questions can be answered
904.287.2794
baptistprimarycare.net
904.287.2794
by visiting our website, www.stjohnbaptistprimarycare.net
baptistprimarycare.net
baptistprimarycare.net
sclerk.com, which is most commonly
used to pay traffic citations or search
court records. A little known fact is
BPC 31430 Levine Kibler Wilson Julington Creek St. Johns School Directory Ad_v07.indd
that it also has an option to report govBPC 31430 Levine Kibler Wilson Julington Creek St. Johns School Directory Ad_v07.indd
ernment fraud or abuse, as the clerk’s
office is a government fraud/waste/
abuse auditor. People can also call our
main office at (904) 819-3600.
© Baptist Health 2018
© Baptist Health 2018

1
1

7/3/18 1:59 PM
7/3/18 1:59 PM

© Baptist Health 2018

© Baptist Health 2018
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What’s Going On in St. Johns?
A modified calendar of events

Community Calendar

The St. Johns County Civic Roundtable
will meet on Monday, June 14 at 12 p.m.
and feature Representatives Cyndi Stevenson and Paul Renner. This meeting will
be via Zoom video conferencing. Email
info@sjcroundtable.org to register for the
meeting or for more information about
the St. Johns County Civic Roundtable.
The Jacksonville Camera Club will meet
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 16 at
Shepherd of the Woods Lutheran School,
6595 Columbia Park Ct. in Jacksonville.
Olis Garber, an internationally awarded
Master Photographer, will speak on
wildlife and nature photography. Visit jax.
jaxcameraclub.com for more information.
Team A.Maise will host the first annual
Baskets, Brews & BBQ fundraiser on
Saturday, June 19 from 2 p.m. – 10 p.m.
at Ancient City Brewing, 3420 Agricultural Center Drive, Suite 8. Proceeds will
benefit Team A.Maise, which supports
patients and families in pediatric and
neonatal intensive care units. Visit www.
teamamaise.org for more information.

YOUR TIME TO SHINE
Nestled on the sprawling 40-acre River
Garden campus, members of The Coves

Herbs from Nature’s Garden will be
offered on June 19 at 10 a.m. Attendees
will learn about traditionally used herbs
to promote wellness and health as well as
how to create their own tinctures, teas,

enjoy a lively environment that offers
comfort, safety and maintenance-free
living. With access to superior amenities

Athletes cont. from pg. 1

and services, you can enjoy the lifestyle

healthy habits and increase physical fitness
in their lives,” Jill Benavides said. “COVID
isolation was overwhelming for kids, but
No Excuses Running Club gave them a
chance to keep some things normal. As
soon as the CDC said we could open up
last year, we did.”

you deserve.
Schedule your tour of The Coves today!
Call (904) 292.2683

Jill Benavides has had a lifetime love of
running. Her father was a middle distance
runner who ran a 4:20 mile and she ran in
high school. Her favorite local race is the
Gate River Run. Zeke Benavides has run a
couple of marathons, but considers himself
the cross training specialist for the club
while Jill Benavides, also the Fruit Cove
Middle School head coach for the past
eight years, is the running specialist.
Jill Benavides stressed that this summer’s
program, which runs from June 11 through
August 13, is not just for Fruit Cove
students. This will be the first summer that
they have included elementary students and
so she expects the program to grow.

One-Bedroom Apartments
Available Now!
no

“buy - in ”

required

“Last summer, we had 118 students in seven groups that were tailored to the athletes’
exact goals.” Jill Benavides said. “Students
RGSS 21-001 Coves Creekline Newsline Ad 4.9” x 11.75”

and salves. Included are guides, plant identification, lecture and herbal snacks. Pre
registration is required via phone or text:
(386) 972-1891.
The All Star Quilters Guild will meet
at 10 a.m. on Monday, June 21 at the
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose
Blvd. The program is “BOM or MOB,”
presented by Sunnie Malesky. No refreshments will be served due to Covid 19.
Bring your own mask. New members are
welcome. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for
more information, including options for
joining the meeting via Zoom. Be sure to
also see the raffle quilt under the “Service”
tab.
First Coast Florida Lifestyles Newcomers Recreation Card Club will host
lunch/card playing at a Mexican restaurant/Dunkin’ Donuts next door in St.
Augustine on Sunday, June 27. Arrival is
at 1:15 p.m for lunch and card games will
be played beginning at 2 p.m. Masks must
be worn while playing cards and one item
must be purchased at Dunkin’ to satisfy
restaurant management. Call the club
organizer at (904) 829-0643 (no texts) to
RSVP or for information about the club.
The club is open to both men and women
and is a smoke- and drug-free club.

sign up for the whole two month period
and can come and go during that time.”
The program is held at Plantation Park,
Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. –
8:30 a.m. with designated group training
days as well as specified training programs
depending on the athlete’s goals. She said
they would be offering summer program
participants the opportunity to compete
in several local track meets throughout the
summer.
“Skills learned in the program can be used
in any sport,” Jill Benavides said. “Running
can help you with your other sport or it
could be your passion.”
Jill Benavides, also a teacher at Fruit Cove,
said she likes to incorporate character in
her coaching. She and Zeke Benavides see
themselves as not only coaches, but encouragers and trainers.
“I always say that runners should leave a
meet better than they came,” she said. “It’s
about being a better person as well as being
a better runner.”
To register and receive all forms, contact noexcusesrc7@gmail.com.

4C

FINANCIAL PLANNING

WITH A PURPOSE
O: 904.253.7600 | F: 904.253.7601
13241 Bartram Park Blvd. Suite 905
Jacksonville, FL 32258

NuVentureFinancialGroup.com

Chris Morrison

Bob Horne, RICP®

CFO / Co-Founder

CEO / Co-Founder
Find us on Facebook

NuVenture Financial Group is an independent financial services firm that utilizes a variety of investment and insurance products. Investment advisory services offered only by duly registered individuals through AE Wealth Management, LLC (AEWM). AEWM and NuVenture Financial Group are not affiliated companies. 00837541 03/21
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with St. Johns County Property Appraiser
Eddie Creamer

Q: Can you go over the ad valorem tax
roll calendar?
A: Yes. It is important for people to
become more involved in this process.
First of all, my office is constitutionally mandated to create the tax roll for
all the taxing authorities in the county.
By statute, we begin with the valuation
process, which lasts from Jan. 1 through
July 1. It’s during this time that we approve and apply exemptions and come
up with a market value for the property.
Q: Can you explain more about market value?
A: Florida is a “market value” state, so
we are required to appraise properties at
market value, based on current sales of
like properties. We appraise in arrears,
so for 2021 values (beginning on Jan. 1,
2021) we use 2020 recorded sales.
Q: What happens on July 1?
A: On July 1, we submit the preliminary tax roll to the Florida Department
of Revenue and to each of the taxing
authorities in the county. This triggers
two things: first, the Florida Department of Revenue reviews it for accuracy
and fairness and if they find any errors,
they send it back to us for corrections.
Secondly, the county taxing authorities
put together their budgets for the following year and determine their millage
rate by July 31. They then provide to us
their proposed millage rates.

will be on Aug. 13). The TRIM Notice
also contains the dates and times of each
taxing authority’s budget hearings, all
of which need to be concluded in the
25-day period (this year, it will be by
Sept. 7).
Q: What is important about this time
period?
A: This is really the critical time for citizen involvement. At these budget hearing meetings, citizens can ask questions,
get details and determine if the government is truly meeting their needs …
and if they are doing so efficiently. After
these meetings, the boards of the taxing
authorities vote to accept the budget
and that’s why citizen input is critical.
After approval, the taxing authorities
notify us that they’ve set their millage
rate. At this point, it is too late for any
changes. On Oct. 1, we submit the
information back to the Florida Department of Revenue and to the county’s tax
collector, who then sends the tax bills to
the people at the beginning of November.

Managers

904-906-7711 • www.RedRoosterPM.com

A: It’s important to note that this year’s
tax roll will be up about 50 percent over
2016. Citizens need to be asking their
local government what are they doing
with this money and how are they serving my needs?
Q: What is the best way for our readers to contact you?

A: Our office takes these proposed millage rates, along with last year’s millage
rates, and calculates the rollback rate.
We put all these in the TRIM (Truth
in Millage) Notices and mail them out
to homeowners in August (this year it

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500.
It is open Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m.
– 5 p.m. Also, readers can email me at
Eddie@sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 8275500.

with St. Johns County Commissioner
Christian Whitehurst, District 1

Q: Can you comment on the potential for privatizing the St. Johns
County libraries?

Q: Can you give an update on Project
Breeze, which we discussed last
month?

A: During commissioner’s reports at
our April 6 meeting, Commissioner
Jeb Smith brought up the possibility
of privatizing our public libraries. I
believe he thought we might be able to
save money and still have the libraries
run as they are now. I had never heard
of this, but I and the other commissioners asked for more facts and
directed staff to investigate.

A: The identity of Project Breeze is no
longer confidential; it has been revealed
to be the PGA TOUR. The project will
be the TOUR’s broadcast home where
they will produce all their digital content. This project would be good for
St. Johns County because not only will
135 jobs be retained, but they expect
to add 45 more jobs by 2035. Part of
the initial ask by the PGA TOUR a
few years ago was to get tax abatement
on their global home in Ponte Vedra
Beach. This agreement is already in
place. So, by adding this new project,
the entire incentive package will go
from $23 million to $16 million. Basically, we would be paying less incentive
— and we all understand the benefit of
having the PGA TOUR in our community.

I’m not sure how I feel about something like this, but the facts would
really have to be overwhelming for me
to vote for it. Additionally, I’m not
sure how much support it would get
from staff and the other commissioners. To date, we haven’t heard anything from staff about this again. At
this point, I don’t think such a change
would be imminent or would receive
support.

• US Navy Veteran-run business, locally owned/operated
• Serving the greater Jacksonville area since 2005
• Member of the National Association of Residential Property

Q: Do you have anything else to
share?

Q: What is the next step?

QA
&

Eric Boyd,
FL Lic Real
Estate Broker

Full service property management:
• Tenant placement
• Rent collections
• Maintenance/repair coordination
• Monthly accounting with reports

Whitehurst cont. on pg. 11

Family Movie Night

Hosted by

Bring Your Blankets & Chairs To Sit
Under The Stars For A Movie Night!
DATE: JUNE 26TH
TIME: OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AT 7PM
MOVIE STARTS AT 8PM

LOCATION: POMAR PARK
1600 MASTERS DRIVE
ST AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 32084

The use of tobacco, nicotine products and alcoholic
beverages are prohibited at this event.
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with St. Johns County School Board
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

Q: Do you have any updates on High
School III?
A: I have several updates. First, we’ve announced the Programs of Choice for the
school’s Academies. I’m very excited that
we will have an additional AICE program,
like the one at St. Augustine High School,
to serve students in the northern part of
the county. Additionally, the three brand
new academies will be: Global Logistics
and Supply Chains; Software Development; and Veterinary and Biomedical
Sciences. I think all three of these will
give excellent additional choices for our
students and lead to strong career fields.
As far as construction goes, several of the
building slabs are down and the tilt wall
construction forms are being constructed.
Everything is on schedule for a fall 2022
opening.
We will finalize the zoning at the June 8
school board meeting. There is still time
for parents to look at the zoning proposals
on our website and send comments via
email for staff and board members to see.
Finally, we are happy to announce that
Greg Bergamasco has been named principal of the new school. He most recently
was principal at Gamble Rogers Middle
School and has previous high school
experience.
Q: Do you have any other principal
changes to announces?
A: We welcome Ashley McCormick, most
recently the assistant principal at Hickory
Creek, as the new principal at Durbin
Creek Elementary. Angie Fuller will be
moving to Valley Ridge Academy as its
new principal.

Transportation, St. Johns County, and the
School District are working to determine
if it is still an acceptable walk zone or if
not, if any improvements are needed to
make it acceptable. I’m not sure how long
this process takes, but we will wait to hear
their determination.
Q: Last month we discussed the dress
code. Has anything happened since
then [as of interview date of May 13]?
A: As he does every spring, Senior
Director Paul Abbatinozzi will bring to
the school board proposed updates to
the Student Code of Conduct for our
consideration at our May 25 workshop.
I anticipate that there will be suggested
changes to the dress code.
Q: Do you have an update on the district’s mask policy?
A: Our mask policy and health and safety
protocols are slated to be an agenda item
at the school board’s June 8 meeting.
Right now, our district is very busy considering all the latest information coming
out about mask usage, as well parent input. Parent input is very important to us;
you can express your views at any of our
meetings or via email or phone call.
Q: Do you have anything else to share
with District 1?
A: I’d like to recognize Elyse Sorroco of
Creekside High School, who has been
named a Presidential Scholar by the US
Department of Education — one of only
161 students in the United States to receive this honor. We are very proud of her.

Q: Is there an update on the walking
safety issue for students from the St.
Johns Forest neighborhood?

Finally, we are looking forward to graduation. I am most delighted that we will
have in-person graduation this year at
TIAA Bank Field. Congratulations to the
Class of 2021!

A: The process for re-examination of
the walk zone has begun. A team with
members from the St. Johns County
Sheriff’s Office, the Florida Department of

A: They can email me at beverly.slough@
stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at (904) 5477510.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

“I only want cremation.”

Call for pricing
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society
Expires 7/15/21 - TCL

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

Expires 7/15/21 - TCL

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

Expires 7/15/21 - TCL

Expires 7/15/21 - TCL

Expires 7/15/21 - TCL

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly great
rates for everyone. Call me for a quote to see how
much you can save. You might be surprised.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Expires 7/15/21 - TCL

Expires 7/15/21 - TCL

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting
requirements.

.

MarketInsight
A House Divided
By Scott Grant
ScottGrant@StJohnsBusinessMonthly.com

On May 22, 1856, Congressman Preston
Brooks strode onto the floor of the US
Senate with malicious intent. Brooks was
stalking Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts. The Congressman from South
Carolina and his accomplices waited
as the chamber emptied and the ladies
seated in the upper gallery went home.
They did not want to offend their fragile
feminine sensibilities.
Two days earlier, Sumner, an abolitionist and a Republican, had given a speech
attacking slavery. The speech was incendiary. Sumner’s rhetoric was filled with
offensive sexual imagery that inflamed the
South. Senator Stephen Douglas listened
in disgust and remarked, “That damned
fool is going to get himself killed.”
Stephen Douglas was one of the two
sponsors of the legislation Sumner was
riled up about, The Kansas-Nebraska Act.
That compromise was the nation’s last
feeble attempt to reconcile its irreconcilable differences. The sin of slavery would
not be absolved in the halls of Congress.
Two years later, in 1858, Douglas would
run for reelection in Illinois against
Abraham Lincoln. Douglas won. The
two engaged in a series of famous debates
that would captivate the nation. Lincoln’s
prophecy that “a house divided cannot
stand,” would galvanize one section of the
country and horrify another. Two years
later, in 1860, Lincoln and Douglas faced
each other again, this time for President
of the United States. Lincoln won.
During his anti-slavery speech, Sumner
attacked Senator Andrew Butler, the cosponsor of the act. In addition to some
untoward implications, Sumner made fun
of Butler’s speech impediment. The South
Carolina Senator had recently suffered a
stroke that had slurred his speech.
Preston Brooks was Senator Butler’s
cousin. He considered Sumner’s remarks
a slander against his family. His Southern
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honor demanded revenge. At first, he
considered challenging Sumner to a duel,
but rejected the idea because he considered the Republican from Massachusetts
to be unworthy and no gentleman.
Brooks decided to give the man a beating
instead. He approached Charles Sumner
at his desk in the nearly empty Senate and
raised his cane. “Mr. Sumner,” he declared
before bringing the cane down on the
defenseless Senator, “I have read your
speech twice over carefully. It is libel on
South Carolina, and Mr. Butler, who is a
relative of mine.”
Brooks beat Sumner mercilessly. Sumner
hid under his desk. Brooks continued to
lash the Northerner. The cane broke into
three pieces. Brooks continued to throttle
the bloodied Senator with the biggest
piece. Eventually, Sumner attempted to
flee up the aisle with Brooks and his slashing cane in close pursuit. When Sumner
collapsed, Brooks grabbed him by the
lapel and lifted his head so he could beat
him some more.

Hospital earns highest
mark for patient safety
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Baptist Medical Center South received an
“A” rating in the spring 2021 Leapfrog
Hospital Safety Grades, a national distinction recognizing achievements in providing
the safest health care for patients.
“To receive an ‘A’ patient safety rating
shows our consistent and unwavering
approach to making sure our patients
receive the safest, highest quality care in all
situations,” said Hospital President Nicole
Thomas, FACHE. “Our dedicated team
members and physicians make safety their
No. 1 priority each and every day.”
Baptist Nassau, Baptist Beaches and Baptist
Jacksonville also received ‘A’ safety ratings.

advanced UV technology for decontamination are among the many safety reinforcements the health system has implemented.
The Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade assigns
an A, B, C, D or F grade to hospitals across
the country based on their performance
in preventing medical errors, infections
and other harms among patients in their
care. Developed under the guidance of
a national expert panel, the Leapfrog
Hospital Safety Grade uses 27 measures
of publicly available hospital safety data
to assign grades to more than 2,700 U.S.
acute-care hospitals twice per year. The
Hospital Safety Grade’s methodology is
peer-reviewed and fully transparent, and
the results are free to the public.

The Leapfrog Group is an independent
national watchdog organization commitBaptist South’s safety and quality prototed to health care quality and safety. The
cols have been further enhanced since the
beginning of the COVID-19 crisis through Safety Grade is a letter grade assigned to
all general hospitals across the country and
a number of additional measures. SepaAreyou
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The attack caused a national uproar. “Has
it come to this?” a New York Paper asked.
“Are we to be chastised as they chastise
their slaves?” In the South, papers praised
the attack. The Richmond Enquirer suggested Sumner should be beaten “every
morning.”
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Linda Gay Financial Planning Services
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Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
(904) 607-5062
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(904) 607-5062
insert your
photo here

Financial Planner
[Insurance License # 123456789]
[AR and CA [<ST>]]
[Street, city, state, zip]
[(000) 000-0000]

Prudential Financial Planning Services

Scott A. Grant is a local columnist, author, speaker, and historian. By day he is
a fiduciary asset manager and president of
Standfast Asset Management. He welcomes
your comments or questions at scottg@
standfastic.com.
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Building a Custom
Home?
Publix Center
in Fruit Cove
Building on Your904.230.8881
Lot?
www.theupsstorelocal.com/3927
Planning
a Major Renovation?
Proudly serving the communities of
NW Saint Johns County for 17 years

Ian B. MacDonald | Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS ID: 546443 | 904.626.0353 (C)
ian.macdonald@regions.com | 130 St. Johns Commons | St. Johns, FL 32259
• Construction or Renovation
to Permanent
Financing
~Doug Nunnery,
Owner/Operator
• Interest rate is locked before construction/renovation begins
• One-time close without second set of closing costs
• Fixed and Adjustable Rate Options
• Jumbo Loans available
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Setting a new standard.

We are going above
and beyond CDC
recommendations,
to keep our
Gymnasts, Families
and Staff Safe!

Doug Nunnery
REALTOR®

DougNunneryRealtor.com
doug.nunnery@floridanetworkrealty.com

Doug
Nunnery
Fall Registration
REALTOR®

has
begun for the
Connect with me today to schedule your
DougNunneryRealtor.com
doug.nunnery@floridanetworkrealty.com
complimentary, no-obligation
2021-2022 School Year
Real Estate Review!
Summer Camp(904)
Registration
233-8731 (Mobile)
(904) 260-4300 (Office)
ongoing ...Limited
space(Fax)
(904) 292-2060
11576 San Jose Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL 32223

A member of the franchise system of BHH
Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Cell: (904) 233-8731

YourHAVANA
Company
Name
MEDIA
GROUP
1-800-123-4567
1-904-447-5021
www.yourcompanyname.com
www.havanamediagroup.com

Website Comparison Chart

Thinking about investing in a new website? We offer the most bang for your buck. See how our
affordable web design pricing stacks up against the competition.

Price Comparison

YOUR COMPANY NAME

HAVANA MEDIA GROUP

Average Cost of a Small
Business Website

How much to get started?

$499

$3,000+

How much per year?

$49/month

Thousands (ﬁrst year)

Web hosting

Included.

+ $150 per year (approx.)

Included.

+ $149 per year (approx.)

Is it mobile responsive?

Yes.

Most web designers charge extra
for a mobile site

How much for ongoing
updates?

Easily make updates yourself,
or we will do it for you.

(Search Engine Optimization)

What about SEO?

Included.

$100-300/hour (approx.)

How long until my new
website is live?

Go live in as little as
1 week!

60 - 90 days (approx.)

The bottom line

Affordable pricing, must-have
features, reliable support and
a fast and easy setup
process.

Thousands of dollars
upfront, hundreds of dollars
a month, pay for updates,
and months to build.

SSL certiﬁcate

(For a safe and secure site
connection)

Hundreds thereafter

Additional $$$

$75/hour (approx.)

Average hourly rate for
web designers

Average hourly rate for SEO

Call Me!

Lu Hough

Your Digital Marketing Mentor

Briefs
Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach
presents Sound Connections® Music
Therapy Summer Clinic
The Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra
Beach (CCPVB) will present Sound
Connections® Music Therapy Summer
Clinic for children with special needs
from Monday, June 14 until Friday,
July 16 at Cunningham Creek Elementary, 1205 Roberts Road in St. Johns.
Sessions include Uke Can Do It for
high school students, ExSEL through
Music for upper elementary and middle
school students, ComMUSICate for
elementary students, and Crescendo! for
preschool students.
Classes will be held on Mondays and
Wednesdays at various times. The cost
per child is $225 per class for 10 sessions, and $40 per child for 30-minute
private instruction, along with private,
customized individual music therapy
sessions by appointment. Visit the
registration pages for details, hours and
enrollment at https://tinyurl.com/j74mws9h.
According to the American Music Therapy Association, music therapy is the
clinical and evidence-based use of music
interventions to accomplish individualized goals within a therapeutic relationship by a qualified professional who has
completed an approved music therapy
program. Board-certified therapists
formally evaluate each student’s needs
and write specific music therapy goals
that reflect the student’s Individualized
Education Program (IEP). Students
are seen in classroom groups, small
groups, and in individual sessions where
therapists address the academic, social,
emotional, cognitive, and physical goals
of the students.
For more information about Sound
Connections® Music Therapy Summer
Clinic, call Minda Gordon at (904)
280-0614, ext. 1205 or email MGordon@ccpvb.org or visit www.ccpvb.org/
arts-outreach/outreach-programs.
Newcomers of North St. Johns welcomes
new members
With a variety of activities geared to all
ages and interests, the Newcomers of
North Saint Johns is a great way to step
back into social events with a new best
friend. Special interest groups include
“Shopping and Lunch at Town Center”
the first Thursday of the month; “Let’s
Do Lunch” gatherings held monthly at
local restaurants in St. Augustine and

Jacksonville; Wine Socials for members
and their spouses, significant others
or singles; a “Book and Brunch Club”
reading a variety of novels and nonfiction selections; plus, foursomes that
play a weekly game of 18-holes at South
Hampton Golf Course.
In addition, Newcomers of North Saint
Johns also has a friendly Bunco game
and luncheon held monthly at Caddyshack in World Golf Village; Canasta
group meeting the second Wednesday
of the month and a Mah Jongg group
that plays every first and third Monday
of each month at Cimarrone Golf Club
with beginners welcome.
Newcomers of North Saint Johns is
accepting applications now. Annual
dues are just $25. Contact Sue Aird at
sjaird@comcast.net for more information.
New St. Johns County Art in Public
Spaces exhibit features members of the
foster care community
St. Johns County’s Art in Public Spaces
program will host the “Experience and
Expression” art exhibition through July
5 at the County Administration Building, 500 San Sebastian View. Launching
during National Foster Care Month,
this exhibition features artwork by
youth in St. Johns County’s foster care
community and is hosted in partnership with the St. Johns County Cultural
Council, the St. Johns County Family Integrity Program, St. Augustine
Youth Services, Fostering Connections
St. Johns, and the Florida Guardian ad
Litem Program.
Visitors are invited to view the exhibit
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday. Visit www.historiccoastculture.
com to learn more about the St. Johns
Cultural Council.
Sunscreen and insect repellent needed
Summer weather brings the challenge of
sun burns and biting insects. Homeless
individuals living out of their cars, on
the streets or in the woods can benefit
from donations of sunscreen products
and insect repellent.
As one of its initiatives, St. Johns
CARES will be hosting a drive for these
items, which can be dropped off at locations such as Home Again St. Johns on
State Road 207 and St. Francis House
in St. Augustine.
Briefs cont. on pg. 11
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Card players meet weekly
at local restaurant

EYE
CENTER
OF ST. AUGUSTINE

THE EYE SURGERY CENTER OF ST. AUGUSTINE
• Cataract & Lens
Implant Surgery

• Diabetic Eye Exams
Paul W. Hund, III, M.D.

Todd P. Thompson, M.D.

• Glaucoma/Retinal
Disease

N. Patrick Hale, M.D.

• All Eye Laser
Procedures

• Ophthalmic Plastic
Surgery
Russell W. Nelligan, M.D.* Michael A. Dagostino, O.D.
*Cornea Specialist

Photo courtesy Terry Brickhouse

Every week, this group plays “Hand, Knee, Foot” card game. A variation of Canasta, it is a points-based game, which is ideal for seasoned players of card games.
The group welcomes new members. Join them at Gators Dockside in Fruit Cove,
at 12 noon on Wednesdays. If interested in joining, call (904) 230-6962 and
leave a message.
Briefs cont. from pg. 10

If you hold a neighborhood drive for
these items, contact president@stjohnscares.org or call (904) 507-7740 for
assistance in picking up and delivering a
collection of these items.
St. Johns County job openings now
posted on GovernmentJobs.com
St. Johns County is transitioning to a
new employee recruitment and selection
system that will streamline and expedite
the evaluation, interviewing, and selection processes for all job applicants. As
of May 17, 2021, all St. Johns County
Whitehurst cont. from pg. 7

Q: What is the latest [as of interview
date of May 14] on the Helow property, located on County Road 210W
along a new extension of Veterans
Parkway?
A: This is still very much on my radar.
There is a community meeting scheduled for May 17 and the project will go
to PZA (Planning and Zoning Agency
Board) on June 3.
Q: Do you have anything else to share
with District 1?
A: I believe we are all still coming to
grips with the devastating murder of

job openings will be posted on GovernmentJobs.com.
This will allow the county to deploy a
strategic recruiting program where applicants will be able to track the hiring
process and upload supporting documents, including resumes and cover letters, in a variety of digital file types. All
prospective job applicants must create
a www.governmentjobs.com account to
apply for open St. Johns County positions. Contact St. Johns County Human
Resources at (904) 209-0635 or BCChiring@sjcfl.us for more information.
Tristyn Bailey. As a commissioner with
two young daughters, my wife and I
had to come to the realization of the
fact that even in a great community like
ours, terrible things can still happen. At
the next county commission meeting,
I plan to discuss with the other commissioners what would be appropriate
to memorialize Tristyn Bailey’s life. We
want to show support for her family and
that we are all grieving together.
Q: What is the best way for our readers to contact you?
A: Readers can email me at bcc1cwhitehurst@sjcfl.us or call me at (904)
584-5348.

Todd S. Hockett, O.D.

1400 U.S. Highway 1 South
Just North of Target

(904) 829-2286

Best Vision Center
10 Years

• Optical Shop On
Premises

319 West Town Place, Suite 8
World Golf Village

(904) 940-9200

AAAHC Accredited
Surgery Center

ACCREDITED
ACCREDITATION
ASSOCIATION for
AMBULATORY
HEALTH CARE

Visit Us On The Web At www.eyecenterstaug.com

Board Certified Physicians Dedicated To The Care Of Your Eyes

Free VPK

With The

Deerwood
Difference
Register Now for 2021-2022 VPK
Deerwood Academy’s excellent Voluntary
Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) program prepares
students for their success in elementary school
and beyond:
• Certified teachers and accredited
ABeka curriculum
• Flexible VPK schedules
• Exceptional learning readiness scores
• Free for Florida children aged 4 on or before
Sept. 1, 2021
• Extended “VPK Wrap” program available
at an additional cost

Where Learning Comes First

– DeerwoodAcademy.com –
ST. JOHNS

904.230.8200
990 Flora Branch Blvd. • St. Johns, FL 32259

TOWN CENTER

904.807.9550

Learn how to register online for

7575 Centurion Pkwy. • Jacksonville, FL 32256

Florida’s free VPK program by
scanning the QR code, or visiting
DeerwoodAcademy.com/VPK.

Pick-up Service Available from
Surrounding Schools in St. Johns

Florida Department of Children and Families License # C07SJ0083 and C04DU053

* oﬀers cannot be combined. See spa and salon for complete details. Oﬀer expires 6/30/21
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Perfect for
Private Parties,
Weddings or
Special Events

FREE 30 Minute Dance Lesson
Call today to schedule!
VENUE RENTAL
3750 Sq. Feet

Volunteer Opportunity!
Help Older Adults Make Informed Medicare Decisions

ElderSource seeks volunteers from
Duval and St. Johns counties
By Andrea Spencer
mail@floridanewsline.com

ElderSource, a nonprofit organization
that works to empower elders and their
caregivers to age with dignity and independence, is currently recruiting volunteers
in Duval and St. Johns counties to help
people understand their Medicare benefits.
Volunteers are a vital part of ElderSource’s
SHINE program (Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders), which helps elders
make informed decisions about their
Medicare health benefits and other health
insurance issues.
Leon King, a Duval resident living in Mandarin, has been a SHINE volunteer for two
years and touts how this program is not
only important to seniors, but a fulfilling
volunteer opportunity.
“I enjoy guiding them through the many
choices they have when signing up for
Medicare,” he explained.
King has assisted approximately 500 people
with their questions and problems about
Medicare and related programs. He gets the
greatest satisfaction finding someone that
qualifies for the Extra Help program from
Social Security or the Medicare Savings
Program from Medicaid.

SHINE – Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders – is a volunteer program
that provides older adults and persons with disabilities free and unbiased
counseling on their health insurance options.
ElderSource needs more SHINE volunteers! All training is completed online
through virtual classes. This is a volunteer opportunity where you can really
make a diﬀerence in the lives of older adults. Volunteers are wanted
for Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia counties.
Bilingual volunteers are needed!

To learn more call:

904-391-6644
Log on to

www.Floridashine.org

to complete the volunteer application.

“These programs can make a huge difference in the life of a person with low
income,” King said. “When I can tell
someone that they will have an extra $148
in their monthly Social Security check
because the Medicare Savings Program
will be paying their Part B premium or tell
someone that the Extra Help program will
be paying for that prescription drug that
they cannot afford, that makes all the training and effort worthwhile.”
SHINE is the only program of its kind
that offers free and unbiased counseling
on Medicare and health insurance issues.
Volunteers receive basic training on Medicare, Medicare Part D (prescription drug
program), Medicare Supplement Insurance
and Medicaid, and in turn, serve as counselors to their peers on how to understand
and capitalize on these insurance benefits.
Computer experience is helpful, but not
necessary, to be a volunteer.
Upon completion of the training, volunteers provide much-needed counseling with

Photo courtesy Eldersource

SHINE volunteer Leon King.

seniors to secure these complicated health
insurance benefits.

While SHINE volunteers are very busy
during Open Enrollment (the period of
time from Oct. 15 to Dec. 5 when Medicare beneficiaries can make changes to their
plans), they counsel people year-round.
Thousands of people turn 65 every day,
making SHINE volunteers an invaluable
resource to the community.
“Being a SHINE volunteer has allowed me
to help others while working from home.
You can spend as little or as much time as
you wish helping people with problems
and answering questions,” said King. “I
would encourage anyone that enjoys learning and helping others to volunteer with
the SHINE program.”
ElderSource is a nonprofit organization
that provides information and resources
to seniors, adults with disabilities and
their caregivers so they can live well and
independently. ElderSource, funded by the
Department of Elder Affairs through state
and federal grants, impacts the lives of over
12,000 seniors living in Baker, Clay, Duval,
Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia counties. SHINE is a program of the Florida
Department of Elder Affairs, funded
through a grant from the federal Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services, and
operated in partnership with the state’s 11
area agencies on aging.
To become a SHINE Volunteer or to
receive more information call ElderSource
at (904) 391-6644.

Coming Soon!
Put A Little Spring
In Your Hair

Our annual St. Johns County School Directory
45,000+ copies printed and distributed
through all St. Johns County Schools

This publication sells out quickly!
Reserve your spot today!
Call Linda Gay,
(904) 607-5062
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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Life

travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzles

Get to Know . . .

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Laurie McGovern

Julington Creek Plantation resident
Laurie McGovern said although her
family’s relocation to Florida from Boston was sudden and unexpected, they
consider themselves “true Floridians”
now and find it “cold” when the temperature is in the 60s. Born and raised
in Massachusetts, Laurie, husband
Matt and son Matthew planned to stay
in New England — until Matt’s diagnosis with genetic (non-alcoholic) liver
failure in 2016 caused them to reconsider because their research showed it
would be much quicker for Matt to get
a needed liver transplant in Jacksonville at Mayo Clinic. Today, about four
years later, Matt has had the transplant,
Laurie has become very active with the
community and local social media (she
and a friend started the Dogs of JCP
Facebook group), Matthew will graduate from Creekside this year, and they
have adopted two more rescue dogs for
a total of four in the family.
Q: How quickly did your move to St.
Johns actually come about?
A: Within about two months, we sold
our house in Boston and bought a
house here. We didn’t know anything
about the area except what we learned
online. We moved here in February
2017 and Matt got his transplant in
October of that year. For that time
and a while afterwards, my only focus
was for him to get better. I didn’t get
the chance to meet people personally,
but I joined several Facebook groups.
So many people I didn’t even know
reached out and offered to help. We
knew at that point that we had made
a good decision to move here. We felt
very supported.
Q: How did you come to start the
Dogs of JCP Facebook group?

A: We brought two
rescue dogs with
us when we moved
here, Lou and Taya.
SInce we’ve lived
here, we rescued
Ellie and Kira. Kira
has an interesting
story in that she was
born with cinnamon
roll ears and came
from a rural shelter
in Georgia. She was
a bit of an internet
Photo courtesy Laurie McGovern
sensation because of
Laurie McGovern with husband Matt and dogs Ellie, Taya, and Kira. (Lou is not
her ears and we were
pictured as he was feeling camera shy.)
so happy to get her.
So animals have always been my passion from their homes. I’ve helped a big
snapping turtle move along from a
and, along with my very good friend
neighbor’s home and encouraged
Keri Robishaw, who is also originally
a very long rat snake to seek out a
from Boston, I started the Dogs of JCP
different residence than my friend’s
group for fellow dog lovers.
backyard. I’ve also stopped to help
turtles cross the street and once was
Q: How did you get involved with
involved in rescuing a potbelly pig
Birch Island Veterinary Center?
that someone abandoned at a local
A: I was a veterinary technician back in
movie theatre. Swimming with manaMassachusetts several years ago because
tees is on my bucket list and I hope to
I knew at a young age that I wanted to
do that sometime soon.
work with animals. Due to some physiQ: How would you best summarize
cal limitations, I am no longer able to
your move to Florida?
do the physical work required, which
is why when my veterinarian friend
A: We took a chance on a community
Dr. Deanna Greer opened her new
we knew nothing about and on a surpractice and asked me to help out, I
gery we weren’t sure would even hapjumped right on board. I manage Birch
pen — and it has all paid off and then
Island Veterinary Center’s social media
some. We feel that Julington Creek
accounts, event planning and miscelwelcomed us warmly and embraced
laneous tasks.
our journey. We really feel like a part
of the community.
Q: What do you think of the local
wildlife in Florida?
A: I truly love wildlife and Florida’s is
much different than Boston’s! I tend
to be the go-to for friends who have
snakes or turtles they want relocated

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Wildlife cont. from pg. 1

HAWKE founder Melanie Cain-Stage
has been a licensed rehabilitation specialist and educational permit holder
since 1980; HAWKE was established in
1987 and it is now located in Elkton.
HAWKE is licensed by the State of
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and the Federal US
Fish and Wildlife Service to rehabilitate
injured and orphaned wild birds, mammals, and reptiles including endangered
species. They also have special permits to possess permanent wildlife for
educational programs. These birds and
animals cannot be released back to the
wild.
“We have a hurricane-proof center
with a feed room, intensive care and
quarantine room, a huge hospital room
with medical equipment, operating
table and even a tornado room,” CainStage said.
HAWKE’s facility is set up for endangered species and all kinds of other difficult species such as eagles and falcons,
all raptors and turtles, plus river otters
and even bobcats. It is the only professional center with flight cages and an
otter compound.
“We rely on donations so that we can
maintain this top notch wildlife facility in this county — and we need your
help,” Cain-Stage said. “Otherwise
the closest one is the Volusia County
Marine Science Center, which also has a
rehabilitation department.”
Visit hawkewildlife.org for more
information or to make a donation via
PayPal. Some animals are available for
“adoption” via financial sponsorship.
You can also send a check to HAWKE
Inc. P.O. Box 188 Elkton FL 32033.

www.nemetzdental.com

Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

We offer
Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 • Adult Dentistry: (904) 886-4867
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Puzzles

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

Community
Marketplace Call
(904) 886-4919 for
advertising rates

Elegant Earth Solutions
COMPLETE LAWN MAINTENANCE
Offering year round service contracts including:
- Mowing, edging - Hedge and bush trimming
- Weeding - Mulching
Offering discounts to Seniors, Military Families,
Police, and Fire.

28 Years experience!

Specializing in hassle free property maintenance
References upon request.
See my Google listing for the five star reviews!
• Residential • Commercial •

Jeffrey McDaniel (904) 366-9659
ElegantEarthSolutionsLLC.com

Practicing all Advanced
Safety Protocols

Dedicated to restore
and improve the natural
beauty of your smile!

• Composite Fillings
• Low Dose Radiation X-Rays
• Orthodontics – Invisalign
• Root Canals
• Crowns – Bridges
• Tooth Extraction

$49* Emergency Visit
X-Rays Included

$125* New Patient Full ExamX-Rays-Basic Cleaning

$99* Childrens Cleaning

Accepting
Most Insurances

*offer for patients without insurance

Includes X-Rays, Cleaning and Fluoride
*16 years and younger

*offer for patients without insurance

904-201-8987 • www.BellavieDental.com

4125 Race Track Road #109 St Johns, FL 32259 - Across from Durbin Creek Elementary
Monday through Friday 9am-5pm • Saturday By Appointment Only

FICTITIOUS NAME REGISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned pursuant to the Fictitious Name
Statute, Chapter 865.09, Florida Statutes,
will register with the Division of Corporations, Department of State, State of
Florida upon receipt of this notice, the
fictitious name:
Preggos & Pēds Chiropractic
Under which (I am) (we are) engaged in
business at address that the (party) (parties) interested in said business enterprise
is as follows:
Dr. M Bailey Suarez DC, PLLC
Michaele B Suarez
1820 State Road 13, STE 11-27
Saint Johns, FL 32259
Saint Johns County

TRAVEL FLAIR REGISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned pursuant to the
Fictitious Name Statute, Chapter
865.09, Florida Statutes, will register
with the Division of Corporations,
Department of State, State of Florida
upon receipt of this notice, the
fictitious name:
TRAVEL FLAIR
Under which (I am) (we are) engaged
in business at address that the (party)
(parties) interested in said business
enterprise is as follows:
JANINE ORTELL
832 NOTTAGE HILL STREET
ST. JOHNS, FL 32259
ST. JOHNS

The Right Cleaners

House Cleaning Services
Prices starting at $80

(904) 207-5674
We take care of your I.T.

so you can focus on your business

Our mission is to offer our clients more choice
and better coverage, rates and premium.

FREE Quote! Call 904.685.9510 or email mike.rhodes@weinsuregroup.com
109 Nature Walk Parkway • Suite 104 • St. Augustine FL 32092
www.WeInsureRhodesInsuranceAgency.com

Serving St Johns and
Mandarin since 2003

904.287.2254
www.itpromise.com

Managed Services
Data Backup solutions
Security: Firewalls, Virus protection,
Email filtering
Business Continuity & Disaster
Recovery Planning
Website Development
Residential Services
2013 Small Business Leader
of the Year Jax Chamber

Meleah's Cleaning Service

Let Us Make You Sparkle!
Residential
Commerical
Construction

Special
Sanitation

904.412.3379
www.meleahscleaningsvc.com

License/Insured/Bonded
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THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE
NOT BEEN SCREENED BY THE
SOUTHEASTERN ADVERTISING PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION (SAPA); Therefore, any
discrepancies thereof shall
not be the responsibility of the
aforementioned association.
Your publisher has agreed to
participate in this program
and run these ads as a service
to the Southeastern Advertising Publishers Association.
AUTOS
Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, RUNNING OR NOT!! FAST FREE
PICKUP. Maximum tax deduction. Support United Breast
Cancer Fdn programs.
Your car donation could
save a life. 855-701-6346
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
BREAST CANCER! Help United
Breast Foundation education, prevention & support
programs. FAST FREE PICKUP
- 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-758-6966
CASH FOR CARS! We buy
all cars! Junk, high-end,
totaled – it doesn't matter!
Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS
too! Call 1-833-238-0340 (t)
DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation,
Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-855-972-5518 (m)
Donate your car, truck or van.
Help veterans find jobs or
start a business. Call Patriotic
Hearts Foundation. Fast, FREE
pick-up. Max tax-deduction.
Operators are standing by!
Call 1-833-909-0926 (m)
EDUCATION / INSTRUCTION
Attention Active Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a new
career and earn your Degree
at CTI! Online Computer &
Medical training available
for Veterans & Families! To
learn more, call 833-970-3466

wage & bank levies, liens &
audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 844-606-1554
(Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-5pm PST)
ATTENTION SENIORS AGES
40-85. Low Cost Life Insurance to help pay for funeral
cost and more! GREAT Rates!
Everyone qualifies. Apply today at 407-960-4782.
The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs
and financial security. Have
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We
can help! Get a FREE debt relief
quote: Call 1-877-316-7129 (m)
Wesley Financial Group,
LLC. Timeshare Cancellation
Experts. Over $50,000,000
in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 844-405-1099 (m)
Need IRS Relief $10K $125K+ Get Fresh Start or
Forgiveness Call 1-855908-2440 Monday through
Friday 7AM-5PM PST (t)
Fitness/Health/ Medical
Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 mg blue pills or
Generic 20 mg yellow pills.
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H.
Guaranteed, no prescription
necessary. Call 855-398-1878
Dental insurance - Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company.
Covers 350 procedures. Real
insurance - not a discount
plan. Get your free dental info
kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258
Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free
info kit. Call 877-929-9587
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888445-5928 Hablamos Español

Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance – NOT just a discount
plan. Don't wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details!
1-833-424-6043 www.dental50plus.com/cpf #6258 (m)
Life Alert. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home
and on the go. Mobile Pendant
with GPS. FREE First Aid Kit
(with subscription.) CALL 877354-1492 FREE Brochure. (m)
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?
You and Your Family May Be
Entitled to Significant Cash
Award. Call 1-855-635-9214
for Information. No Risk. No
Money Out of Pocket. (t)
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 855-397-7056 (m)
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaranteed! 1-855-457-9751 (t)
INTERNET/CABLE/
SATELLITE/DISH SERVICES
4G LTE Home Internet Now
Available! Get GotW3 with
lightning fast speeds plus
take your service with you
when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 866-729-7823
HughesNet Satellite Internet
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data FREE
Off-Peak Data. FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!
FREE Standard Installation
for lease customers! Limited Time, Call 1-855-942-3256
Cable Price Increase Again?
Switch To DIRECTV & Save
+ get a $100 visa gift card!
Get More Channels For Less
Money. Restrictions apply. Call Now! 866-507-1326
EXPIRES SOON: Switch to DISH
+ get a 2 YEAR PRICE LOCK!!
Plus get Free Premium Channels for 3 mos. Free Installation
(up to 6 rooms)! 866-393-1134

Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical Office
Professional at CTI! Get trained
& certified to work in months!
888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save
money on diabetic supplies! Convenient home
shipping for monitors, test
strips, insulin pumps, catheters & more! To learn more,
call now! 87 7-810-0063

Attention Active Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a new
career & earn a Degree at
CTI! Online Computer &
Medical training available
for Veterans & Families! To
learn more, call 888-449-1713

Attention: Oxygen Users!
Gain freedom with a Portable
Oxygen Concentrator! No
more heavy tanks and refills!
Guaranteed Lowest Prices!
Call the Oxygen Concentrator Store: 844-866-4793

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 7/21/21. 1-855-977-7405

FINANCIAL

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 877-266-9827

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes
1 TB of data per month. Get
More For Your High-Speed
Internet Thing. Ask us how
to bundle and SAVE! Geo &
svc restrictions apply. Call
us today 1-877-568-5045. (m)

Over $10K in debt? Be debt
free in 24-48 months. Pay
a fraction of what you owe.
A+ BBB rated. Call National
Debt Relief 866-949-0934.
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop

We have Clinics STATEWIDE.
Medical Marijuana Clinics,
call today! Call 1-833-420-0421
DENTAL INSURANCE from

Cable Price Increase Again?
Switch To DIRECTV & Save
+ get a $100 visa gift card!
Get More Channels For Less
Money. Restrictions apply.
Call Now! 1-888-520-2338

AT&T TV - The Best of Live

& On-Demand On All Your
Favorite Screens. CHOICE Package, 64.99/mo plus taxes for
12months. Premium Channels
at No Charge for One Year!
Anytime, anywhere. Some
restrictions apply. W/ 24-mo.
agmt TV price higher in 2nd
year. Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra & applies.
Call IVS 1-866-460-1886 (m)
Cable Price Increase Again?
Switch To DIRECTV & Save
+ get a $100 visa gift card!
Get More Channels For Less
Money. Restrictions apply.
Call Now! 1-855-773-0527 (t)
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & Get a FREE
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice
Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices.
Call today! 1-855-895-7245 (m)
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo Expires
7/21/21. 1-855-340-3064 (t)
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $49.95/month
(for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 1-877-929-1176 (m)
High-Speed Internet. We instantly compare speed, pricing,
availability to find the best
service for your needs. Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top providers. Call 1-855-956-3567 (m)
HughesNet Satellite Internet
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data FREE
Off-Peak Data. FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!
FREE Standard Installation
for lease customers! Limited
Time, Call 1-855-485-4101 (m)
4G LTE Home Internet Now
Available! Get GotW3 with
lightning fast speeds plus
take your service with you
when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-888-708-1498 (t)
LEGAL
Applying for Social Security
Disability or Appealing a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon
& Assoc. Our case managers
simplify the process & work
hard to help with your case.
Call 1-844-408-7325 FREE
Consultation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St
NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]
Avoid Timeshare Cancellation
Scams. Consumer protection attorney will get you a
legal low flat fee cancellation
for less, with a 100% money
back guarantee. TimeShareBeGone has an A+BBB rating and 5 star reviews. To
request a quote, call 1-800-2231770 or go to: outlegally.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-888-927-8649
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power
during utility power outages,
so your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!). Request a free quote today!
Call for additional terms and
conditions. 1-833-953-0224
Applying for Social Security
Disability or Appealing a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon
& Assoc. Our case managers
simplify the process & work
hard to help with your case.
Call 1-844-408-7325 FREE
Consultation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St
NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We
specialize in safe bathing. Grab
bars, no slip flooring & seated
showers. Call for a free in-home
consultation: 877-925-9682
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We
specialize in safe bathing. Grab
bars, no slip flooring & seated
showers. Call for a free in-home
consultation: 877-661-6587
Never Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Complete
Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY
RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2
FREE Months! 1-866-553-1696
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30
am to 8:00 pm Fri : 9:30 am
to 2:00 pm(all times Eastern)
Cross country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company,
out of state move $799 Long
Distance Movers. Get Free
quote on your Long distance move. 1-844-452-1706.
Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home estimate
on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-855-404-2366
ASIAN BEAUTIES WORLDWIDE
Beautiful Asian Women Desire
Penpals, Romance! Since 1991.
Free Brochure. Send SASE:
PIC, Box 4601-NN, Thousand
Oaks, CA 91359. (805)4928040; www.pacisl.com
The Generac PWRcell solar
plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce reliance
on grid, prepare for outages &
power your home. Full installation services. $0 down financing option. Request free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785
GENERAC Standby Generators.
The weather is increasingly
unpredictable. Be prepared for
power outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 value!)

Pedro Menendez drafting and masonry students excel
Thirteen drafting and masonry students from Pedro
Menendez High School
participated in the SkillsUSA state competition in
mid-March. Four students
placed in the top three and
all finished in the top 10 in
the state. Pedro Menendez
took the top four spots in
the Architectural Drafting
competition and second
place in Technical Drafting,
while Masonry competitors
finished fourth, fifth, and
sixth in the state. Pictured
are masonry students Matt
Dickerson (fifth place),
Luke Johnson (sixth place),
Owen Wine (fourth place)
and Architectural Drafting
student Amanda Goodwin,
who placed second.

Schedule FREE in-home assessment. 1-844-334-8353
special financing if qualified.

tended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule FREE in-home assessment. 1-844-334-8353
special financing if qualified.

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

New authors wanted! Page
Publishing will help selfpublish your book. Free
author submission kit!
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare for
power outages and power
your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request
a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-706-0484 (m)

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!!
GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s.
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 855-761-1725

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power
during utility power outages,
so your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request
a free quote today! Call for
additional terms and conditions. 1-855-708-4101 (m)

HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 866-409-0308

Become a published author! Publications sold at all
major secular & specialty
Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit. 1-844-293-6611 (m)

Never pay for covered home
repairs again! Complete Care
Home Warranty covers all
major systems & appliances.
30-day risk free. $200.00 off +
2 free months! 1-866-395-2490

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production, Promotion and Distribution. Call
for your Free Author`s Guide
1-844-218-1247 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/florida (m)

Update your home with beautiful new blinds & shades. Free
in-home estimates make it
convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA.
Free consultation: 877-2127578. Ask about our specials!
Don’t let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal
solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants
to regain access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-844-994-1745 (m)

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-866-287-4769 (m)

GENERAC Standby Generators.
The weather is increasingly
unpredictable. Be prepared for
power outages. FREE 7-year ex-

Never Pay For Covered Home

Repairs Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COVERS ALL
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months!
1-833-304-2083 Hours MonThu, Sun : 9:30 am to 8:00
pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00
pm (all times Eastern). (t)
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life Insurance! No
medical exam or health questions. Cash to help pay funeral
and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 844-721-1875 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/flma (m)
COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS
ON SITE provides FREE diagnosis REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE
DURING COVID19. No home
visit necessary. $40 OFF with
coupon 86407! Restrictions
apply. 1-855-993-4172) (t)
WANTED TO BUY
Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas interests. Send details to P.O.
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201
Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we
belong to has purchased the
above classifieds. Determining the value of their service
or product is advised by
this publication. In order
to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers do
not offer employment but
rather supply the readers
with manuals, directories
and other materials designed
to help their clients establish
mail order selling and other
businesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should you
send any money in advance
or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of
ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit
and note that if a credit repair
company does business only
over the phone it is illegal to
request any money before
delivering its service. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may
or may not reach Canada.

Eldersource seeking a Benefits Specialist II,
the ideal candidate should have some Medicaid
or Customer Services experience and must be
proficient with Internet, Outlook,
MS Word and Excel. Apply
www.myeldersoure.org.

Dental Insurance
Get dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company to help cover the services you’re most likely to use –
Cleanings

X-rays

Fillings

Crowns

Dentures

1-866-694-6148
Call now to get this FREE Information Kit!
dental50plus.com/southern
Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-7994433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY:
P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN).
6154-0120

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-334-8353

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid February 15, 2021 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE
CALL US TODAY FOR

A FREE ESTIMATE

15 %

OFF

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+

10 %

OFF

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Photo courtesy Chris Cofield

1-855-995-2490
+

5%

OFF

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

| Promo Number: 285

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Offer valid at time of estimate only 2The leading
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License#
128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ
License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration#
C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration#
H-19114
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Julington Creek girls train and run a 5k

Scouts team up with Friends of Alpine
Park for service project

Photo courtesy Heidi Karl

The Girls on the Run of Northeast Florida group that meets at Julington
Creek Elementary held their 5k run on May 4. This is a program for girls in
third through fifth grade. It encourages girls of all abilities to recognize their
individual strength and celebrate connections with others by blending physical
activity and skill development. Julington Creek participants were coached by
Lisa Henson and Teresa Taylor and trained twice a week for eight weeks as they
worked toward their goal of completing a 5k run. Visit www.gotrnefl.org if you
would like to learn more about this program.
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Regions Bank is hiring Financial
Relationship Consultants
in your neighborhood!

At Regions, the Financial Relationship Consultant is responsible
for meeting with customers and prospects both in person and
on the phone to determine their banking and financial solutions
goals and needs. This position offers an exciting opportunity for
candidates with retail or sales experience that are interested in
beginning a career in banking with opportunities for growth,
We are currently
development and upward mobility.
hiring for our banking
locations in Clay, St. John’s Nassau
Comprehensive benefits offered
and Duval Counties. Come see why
coupled with competitive pay
Regions Bank has earned the Gallup Exceptional
plus incentives.
CreekLine
Center
Academy
Ad –years.
April 2021
Workplace Award
(GEWA) for
seven consecutive

For a full description, current openings and to apply, Visit:

https://careers.regions.com EEO/AA/Minorities/Females/Disabled/Veterans.

Happy. Secure. Inspired.

•

Grades 4-12

•

ADHD/LD/ASD

•

Scholarships

Since 1968

•

•

•

New Campus

Fully Accredited

Julington Creek

www.CenterAcademy.com

Father's Day Gifts
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Give Dad the Gift of Bird Feeding.
Shop now for our best selection of unique nature gifts!
St. Johns

450 SR 13 at Race Track Rd
904.230.3242
www.wbu.com/jacksonville

Jax Beach

4138 Third St South
904.246.6832
www.jacksonvillebeach.wbu.com

Boy Scout Troop 225 is a boy-led troop;
the scouts learn to run their own meetings, plan their own events, and manage
their own projects, while adults provide
coaching and training to allow the boys
to learn through active engagement and
leadership within the troop and service
within the community.
Recently scouts in Troop 225, in
conjunction with the Friends of Alpine
Park, demonstrated commitment to
service through a community conservation project at Alpine Groves Park.
Eleven scouts, along with a number of
parents, met at the park on April 24 and
worked to clean up and beautify the
grounds around the historic farmhouse.
There were service opportunities for
scouts of all ages. Scouts mulched the
Ruth Harris Bennett Butterfly Garden,
younger scouts helped pick up debris
and moss, and older scouts trimmed up

Shop
In-Store
or Online

dead branches and cleaned up around
the farmhouse in preparation for the
Bartram Bash event which was held on
May 15.
Founded in 2012, the Friends of Alpine
Park, a not for profit 501c3 organization, consists of dedicated park-goers
with the mission to “preserve and enhance the natural beauty and history of
Alpine Groves Park.” The group meets
every even-numbered month, on the
first Saturday of the month, at 9 a.m.
at the farmhouse. New members are
welcome.
Troop 225 meets every Monday at 7
p.m. at Geneva Presbyterian Church
located at 1755 State Road 13 North in
Fruit Cove. The troop dates back to the
early 1980s, making it one of the oldest
troops in northern St. Johns County.
Since its inception, Troop 225 has provided the opportunities and support for
more than 100 young men to earn the
rank of Eagle Scout.

Timberlin Creek students improve
classrooms’ indoor air quality
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Timberlin Creek Elementary third grader
Henry Distelhorst has always had a passion for creating healthy environments.
Upon starting school this year, he wanted
to help improve indoor air quality in
classrooms because he heard about the
increase in cleaning chemicals being used.
Through his research he found that indoor air quality is three to five times worse
than outdoor air.
“Cleaning chemicals pollute the air
because the products release dangerous
compounds continuously, even after the
cleaning chemicals are applied to the
surface. These dangerous compounds are
called VOCs,” Distelhorst said.

904.448.1956

That Really Hum

Photos courtesy Robert Presley

By Robert Presley
mail@floridanewsline.com

With the increase in chemical cleaners
being used in the schools this year, Distelhorst recruited two peers, June Florencio
and Nate Gunn, from Timberlin Creek
Elementary to create an initiative to
improve air quality in each classroom and
create healthier learning environments.
Upon learning of the negative effects poor
air quality had on learning and health,
the students presented a solution to the
school’s principal.
“Negative effects from VOC exposure
includes decreased student performance,
increase in absenteeism, and health issues,
such as headaches, worsening asthma
and allergy symptoms, and decreasing
the function of the immune system,” said
Distelhorst.
The students’ initiative involved placing
two detoxifying, non-allergic plants (spi-

Photo courtesy Laura Distelhorst

Henry Distelhorst, Nate Gunn, and June Florencio with
their detoxifying plants.

der and snake plants) in each classroom to
remove harmful toxins.
“Plants naturally clean the air by removing
VOCs from indoor air,” Distelhorst said.
“Plants absorb these harmful particles
when they take in CO2. They also reduce
the number of airborne microbes.”
The students selected these plants because
they are hardy and easy to care for. To
carry out this initiative, students fundraised all the money to purchase detoxifying plants for each classroom from Ace
Hardware of World Golf Village. To raise
money the students walked dogs, mowed
grass, sold plants and seeds they harvested,
and were supported by members of the
community, many of whom sponsored a
plant. Once they raised the money, they
potted and delivered all the plants. Before
placing the plants in the classrooms, they
educated the staff and all the students
about their project. Now each kindergarten through fifth grade classroom at
Timberlin Creek Elementary School has
two detoxifying plants and are on their
way to healthier classroom air.
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Fishing

Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Captain David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.com

School is out and summer is here and the
kids need to get out of the house, at least
for a little while. We’ve got nearby parks,
ball fields, skateboard parks, neighborhood
pools and neighbors with pools, and most
of all water. Creeks, ponds, lakes, springs,
the St. Johns River, and the Atlantic
Ocean are all within walking, biking, or
a fairly quick drive, and all these bodies
contain fish. With all this easy access to
water, fishing is a sport, an activity, or even
an event that the whole family can enjoy,
especially the kids. Wherever there’s water,
there’s probably fish.

Photo courtesy Andrew White

Gavin White of Switzerland caught this largemouth bass
with his father, Andy, on a recent fishing trip in Durbin
Creek. He caught it casting a top water frog.

Getting the kids out of the house and beginning fishing can be as simple as visiting
a neighborhood pond. A fishing pole, line,
and hook and a piece of bread or worms is
all that is needed. Bream, bass, and catfish
are the usual catches, and great fun for
the kids to catch. Not too much more is
needed after that to fish a nearby creek,
the river, or the beach. No boat required.

family that offers much more than just
“wetting a line.” It has been a great source
of escape, relaxation, sport, and adventure
for many. It is an outdoors experience of
nature and its wonders. Fishing provides
the chance to learn more about weather,
tides, birds, animals, and the fish that
inhabit our waters. Getting the kids out
of the house and into fishing this summer
could become a pastime for many more
summers to come. It’s definitely worth a
try.
Just a reminder that new flounder regulations are in effect that have increased
the minimum size from 12 inches to
14 inches with the daily bag limit being

reduced from 10 fish to five fish. Also, a
new Federal Boating Safety law requires
that the “kill switch” be attached to the
operator of a vessel 26-feet or fewer when
on a plane. Finally, on June 1, shrimping
in Duval, St. Johns, and Clay counties will
reopen.
Fishing Report: Reds on docks in Orange
Park areas of the river, striped bass in Doctor’s Lake on docks and U.S. 17 bridge.
Plenty of whiting at the beach; many still
good sized. Largemouths in area creeks.
Whether you catch one, some, or none,
the family time spent fishing will last a
lifetime.
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Industrial
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME
Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

Fishing is an activity for the kids and

• Water Softners & Filtration Systems
• Service on most makes and models
• Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

Bears, Birdies, & Bogeys at BTHS

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

License #W-32

3760 Kori Road • www.affordablewaterjax.com

Independent & Assisted Living
Memory Care

Enjoy Your Summer

At HarborChase

Mandarin
Photo courtesy Kristy Mattice

Students in the Entrepreneurship Strand of the VyStar Academy of Business at Bartram Trail High School.
By Kristy Mattice
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Entrepreneurship Strand of the VyStar
Academy of Business was challenged by
the question: What kind of business can
you create on campus, from idea through
execution, in this year of uncertainty? All
five classes came together to design, build,
and run a nine-hole miniature golf course
on the Bartram Trail High School campus
for the month of May.
The classes began the project at the start of
April by participating in the naming of the
business, selection of the charity, golf hole
design, and overall goals of the business.
The students’ then selected the aspect of the
business they were interested in working
in. For each of the four weeks of planning,
each department of the business had a
deliverable, just as they would in real life.

Some of the departments the students had
to pick from were course management,
design and layout, construction management, marketing, sales, IT, the customer
experience, merchandising, finance and
sponsorships, prizes, and pricing.
Bears, Birdies, & Bogeys had its grand
opening on Monday, May 3. The students
decided on two levels of play, one for fun,
and the other for competition. Each week
the competition changes, with the potential
for first, second and third place prizes. There
is even a faculty bracket. In addition, the
course offers Croc jibbitz, BTHS bracelets,
vinyl stickers, magnets, and concessions.
Bears, Birdies, & Bogeys is on its way to a
profit goal of $2000, with all the proceeds
going to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. The
students will finish the school year with a
win in the classroom and on the green!

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

Schedule a tour today and find out
how you can save $12,000 a year on
spotlight apartments*!
12350 San Jose Blvd. | Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.

www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672
Call for a no cost consultation

(904)584-9817 | www.HarborChase.com
ALF# 13126

*Some restrictions may apply. Must move in by 6/30/21. Limited availability.
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Travel

Death Valley days

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

From my younger days, I recall the
television show “Death Valley Days”
and its sponsor, 20-Mule Team
Borax. The popular series ran from
1952 – 1970, becoming television’s
longest-running western. Perhaps
somewhere in my subconscious
mind, those memories nudged me
to go visit the place.
Death Valley National Park, in
southeastern California, claims the highest recorded temperature on Earth (134
degrees). It receives just two inches of
rain per year and is the largest national
park in the lower 48. I found it rugged
and fascinating, but some areas felt eerie,

lonely, and
frightfully abandoned.

Dante’s Peak .

I flew to Las Vegas, rented a car, and
drove about two hours to Furnace Creek,

Florida's Number 1
Youth Soccer Program
Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
Summer Camps
Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations
Fun activities while learning the game

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Sunset at Zabriskie Point.

the park hub with a visitor center and
park ranger station. Once you pass
Pahrump, Nevada (yes, that is an actual
city), the rock formations start appearing
among the desolate wilderness.
Hotel choices are limited to the Inn at
Death Valley, once the exclusive escape
for Hollywood elites, or the 224-room
Ranch. The Ranch provides a resort
atmosphere with green lawns, a springfed swimming pool, playground area,
tennis, golf course, riding stables, and
bike rentals. Expect high prices in the
middle of nowhere, but not as dear as the
Inn, where room rates start around $500
per night.
No surprise, Zabriskie Point, near Furnace Creek, attracts visitors for sunrise
and sunset. Variegated mounds called
Badlands overlap one another while others display deep erosion patterns. They all
unite, forming a mysterious grand vista
with snow-capped peaks in the distance.
Tip: the wind blows forcefully as you
near the overlook.
I drove on to Badwater Basin, the lowest point in the states, 282 feet below
sea level. Salt crystals form on this
200-square mile stretch of land that was
once covered in water. The polygon patterns beguile and change with weather
conditions.
I walked out, nearly a mile, to where the
white crystals cover the salt floor entirely.
This 360-degree view mesmerized me,
like spiderwebs stretching to infinity.
Make the long walk, but be careful of the
uneven surface.

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Driving back, I passed the entrance for
the nine-mile Artist’s Palette loop in the
Black Mountains on the eastern side
of Death Valley. The colorful, majestic

peaks look like a painter dabbed a brush
across the surface. Another afternoon, I
returned to see sunshine dance upon the
vivid terrain.
To photograph a sunset, I made a long,
switch-back drive to Dante’s Peak, the
highest point in the park. Visitors peer
a mile down to the fringes of mysticallooking Badwater Basin. The humbling
mountains surround the summit and
become a dramatic backdrop at twilight.
I was hoping for a glorious sunset, but
Mother Nature didn’t cooperate; however, I felt her ominous power of darkness
on the 45-minute drive back.
Another early morning, I ventured 20
miles to the Mesquite Sand Dunes. Here,
a wave-like stretch of sand formations
ripples against more surreal mountain
ranges. Walking proves difficult in the
soft dunes, but the place begs for exploration. Look for windblown striations,
strange freeform patterns, and small
mesquite trees.
The Harmony Borax ruins, an outdoor
museum, brought an explanation to the
20-mule team advertisements. The mineral was mined here from 1883 to 1889,
but hauling it became too costly and the
work conditions unbearable.
I planned to see Ubehebe Crater, another
highlight, but it rests 60 miles from Furnace Creek. Be mindful of your gas tank;
the only park fuel station sells petrol at
excessively inflated prices. I loved the otherworldly landscapes in Death Valley, but
not all the driving. Visitors need to spend
a minimum of two days to appreciate the
curious wonders of this sunny desert.
Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more of
local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories and
travel tips.

CARDIOLOGY CARE
CLOSE TO HOME

Dr. Ameeth Vedre
MD, FACC, FACP, FASE, FASNC

Flagler Health + Village at Murabella
70 Turin Terrace, Suite 210
St. Augustine, FL 32092
(904) 342- 8300

Accepting New Patients

www.FirstCoastHeart.com
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OPEN HOUSE

June 9 џ 9 am to 10:30 am
RSVP Today џ Call to Request a Spot
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Don’t risk it

Simple steps to reduce your risk
of breast cancer
At Baptist Health, we understand how busy you are. But taking a few
minutes each day to care for yourself can pay off. Here are some tips
that could help to reduce your risk of breast cancer.
Get moving
Maintain a healthy weight.
Avoid alcohol
Alcohol increases the risk of breast cancer. If you do drink, limit yourself
to one alcoholic drink per day.
Make that mammogram appointment
If you are 40 or older, schedule your annual mammogram. You may need to get
screened earlier if you have a family history of breast cancer or other risk factors.
Monitor for changes in your breasts
If you notice a lump or other change in your breasts, talk to your doctor.

To schedule your mammogram at one of
our six Baptist Health screening locations,
please call 904.202.2222 or visit
baptistjax.com/3Dmammo.

© Baptist Health 2021

Congratulations
Class of
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Source: Cancer.org

