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NW St. Johns County
heads back to school

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com
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The introductory meeting for this year’s braille volunteer class will be Sept. 23.

Learn Braille
to help the
blind and
visually
impaired
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

For more than 60 years, the Temple
Sisterhood at Congregation Ahavath
Chesed in Mandarin has sponsored
a program to teach Braille, a form
of written language designed for the
blind and visually impaired. This
program teaches volunteers to convert
printed books into braille versions
used by the Florida School for the
Deaf and Blind, other institutions
serving the visually impaired, and individuals who make special requests.
These services are provided at no cost
to all recipients.
During 2020, the program’s volunteers contributed more than
20,000 hours, equating to more than
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Monday, Aug. 16 dawned
bright and early for students
in NW St. Johns County —
the first day of school for the
2021 – 2022 school year. The
typical opening day heavy
traffic occurred, as parents
were more likely to drive
their student to school for the
first day. Officials with the
school district and sheriff’s
office expect these delays to
settle down as the school year
progresses and everyone gets
into a routine.
“I was really excited as I went
to the schools on the first day,
especially to see how happy
the students were to be back
with their friends and teachers,” School Board member
for District 1 Bev Slough said.
“At many of the schools I
saw the new kindergarteners
with wide eyes on their school
tours. It was just a great day.”
The student count for the St.
Johns County School District
the first day of school, Aug.
16, was 41,744, an increase
of 4,986 students or 13.6 percent over last year’s first day
number of 36,758. St. Johns
County continues to be one
of the fastest growing school
districts in the state; however,
a portion of this extreme
growth reflects students returning to in-person learning.
The high school student count
was 14,051 with 3,096 students at Bartram Trail High
School, 2,297 at Creekside
High School, 1,336 at Pedro
Menendez High School,
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The Tocoi Creek Toros had their first ever pep rally on Aug. 20, in advance of the football game vs. Paxson. Earlier in the week, the school
recorded its first FHSAA win for any sport when the Lady Toros volleyball team was victorious over Flagler Palm Coast.

with 1,249.

2,340 at Allen D. Nease High
School, 1,814 at Ponte Vedra
High School, and 1,642 at St.
Augustine High School. The
opening day number for the
new high school, Tocoi Creek,
was 1,281.
Tocoi Creek High School
principal Jay Willets was
delighted that all the planning
and hard work to open the
new school was paying off —
despite the fact that two of his
school’s buildings were still
under construction.
“Our theme for the first week
was celebration and flexibility,” Willets said, noting that
opening the school with just
grades nine through 11 allowed for extra classrooms to
be available so the construction didn’t impact student
learning or safety.
“My first day impression was
… great start!” he said.
Middle school attendance
totaled 6,869, with student
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Students excitedly exit their school bus
at Julington Creek Elementary on the first
day of school.

headcounts ranging from 676
at Sebastian Middle School to
1,301 at Pacetti Bay Middle
School. The other first day
figures were Alice B. Landrum Middle School with
1,162, Fruit Cove Middle
School with 1,083, R. J.
Murray Middle School with
563, Gamble Rogers Middle
School with 835, and Switzerland Point Middle School

The district’s K-8 schools
totaled 9,398. Liberty Pines
Academy had a first day headcount of 1,289, Patriot Oaks
Academy with 1,153, Valley
Ridge Academy with 1,136;
Freedom Crossing Academy
was the largest with 1,937,
Palm Valley Academy with
1,358, Mill Creek Academy
with 1,556 and new district’s
new K-8, Pine Island Academy, with 969.
The elementary school
population totaled 11,282.
This count only includes approximately 25 percent of all
kindergarten students since
schools stagger the kindergarten start date over a four-day
period.
“The hard work and dedication from administration,
teachers and support staff to
make opening day the very
best was impressive,” said
Back to school cont. on pg. 12
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By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

Bert Rasmussen first wanted to own a
Corvette when he was a child and watched
the television show “Route 66.”
“I never wanted anything else,” said Rasmussen, who with his wife Wylie has three
daughters, one son and 11 grandchildren.
It didn’t happen right away, but eventually
he purchased a C6, a C7 (2015) and now
a 2021 C8. In fact, his wife picked out his
first Corvette in 2007. Now Rasmussen
has recently established the Ponte Vedra
Beach Corvette Club, looking to bring
together other Corvette enthusiasts.
Other than owning a Corvette, there are
no requirements or dues to join the club,

CARDIOLOGY CARE
CLOSE TO HOME

Dr. Ameeth Vedre
MD, FACC, FACP, FASE, FASNC

Flagler Health + Village at Murabella
70 Turin Terrace, Suite 210
St. Augustine, FL 32092
(904) 342- 8300

Accepting New Patients

www.FirstCoastHeart.com

and that is a priority for Rasmussen, a
Jacksonville lawyer. So far, there are eight
members.
“I want it to be something fun, to go on
drives and maybe meet for lunch or coffee.
That’s my vision,” he said, adding that he
is working to find a sponsor. “We are also
interested in using this as a way to have
fundraisers for different causes.”
One cause that is close to his heart is ALS
because a close friend has the disease and
attended the Ponte Vedra Beach Corvette
Club’s First Drive in Rasmussen’s Corvette.
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Adrien Marsoni and Bert Rasmussen look at the engine of Rasmussen’s 2021 C8.

chef from France and current builder/
developer, also loves meeting a variety of
people with a similar passion for cars. Prior
to living in Ponte Vedra Beach, Marsoni
lived in Washington, D.C., for 15 years,
running Marsoni Home Restoration.

The club took its “First Drive” on July 24,
meeting at the Sawgrass Village Shopping
Center parking lot and driving to Angel’s
Dining Car in Palatka. In late August,
they met at the same parking lot and then
drove to the “Caffeine and Octane Jacksonville” car show at The Avenues Mall.
The next get together will be on Sept. 11,
also a “Caffeine and Octane” car show,
and all are welcome.
Rasmussen said he has enjoyed getting
to know new folks from all walks of life
through the club.

“I would like the club to be more ‘performance’ oriented than ‘cruise ride.’
It would be nice to organize track and
autocross (a timed competition in which
drivers navigate one at a time through a
defined course) days,” said Marsoni, who
owns a 2008 C6 Z06.

“These are super fun cars and super fun
people. It just puts a smile on your face,”
he said. “The common denominator is our
love of cars.”

Marsoni, who has been racing cars and
motorcycles for about 10 years, said he
always loved American cars. Once he tried
a Corvette, he was sold.

Rasmussen also shares his passion for cars
with his 14-year-old grandson, Waylan.

“Usually, the car or bike has a weakness —
lack of power, stability, cornering speed.
Those domains require constant improvements. When I tried my instructor friend’s
C6 Z06, I could not believe that there was
a Corvette out of the box that came with
incredible power, speed, handling and

“He recently turned 14, and he is my car
buddy,” said Rasmussen. “We go to shows
and auctions together whenever possible.”
Club member Adrien Marsoni, a former

braking.”
Marsoni is an amateur track racer at the
Florida International Rally & Motorsport
Park in Starke, racing around five times
a year. He looks forward to racing even
more once he gets his local construction
company, Mistral Design+Build, up and
running this fall.
“It is a rush of adrenaline, freedom and
respect for the car,” he said. “I love going
as fast as possible and driving faster than
my peers.”
Rasmussen said he is open to all members’ ideas and wants the club to be a
group effort where there isn’t one person
necessarily in charge. And all ideas are
welcome as the club hopefully expands
its goals and mission. Whether it is a
leisurely ride, a fundraiser or a trip to the
track, there is something for everyone,
Rasmussen said.
For more information on the Ponte Vedra
Beach Corvette Club call Bert Rasmussen
at (904) 422-5411.

We are honored to be recognized for the
past 3 years 2019-2021 in

FORBES MAGAZINE!
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
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BFF

Best Furry Friend
of the month
Meet Mikasa!

BREED:

Piebald dachshund beagle

Back to School Guide
appears on pages
10 – 12

FAVORITE ACTIVITY:
Belly rubs
FAVORITE TREAT:
Cheese
FAVORITE FRIEND:

Table of Contents

Her best doggie friend, Lucy
HOW YOUR BFF GOT THEIR NAME:
Because she’s lucky

4 Q&A with Cyndi Stevenson
5 Q&A with Bev Slough
Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions above
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.
Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline to enter your pet.

When you advertise you encourage repeat
business, create traffic and attract new customers!
Don’t miss the October issue,
featuring Fall Festivals!
Deadline 9/17/21
Call Linda Gay 607-5062
to reserve your advertising space!

6 What’s Going on in St. Johns
7 Q&A with Christian Whitehurst
8 Briefs
9 St. Johns Business Monthly
16 Fishing
17 Gardening
18 Travel

MYSTERY PHOTO

Can you guess where this is?
Cananswer
you guess
where this is?
Submit your
to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Submit your answer to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com
Last month’s Mystery Photo was the flagpole at Veterans Park.
Our
wasMystery
Chris Navarro.
Congratulations!
Lastwinner
month’s
Photo was
at Buc-ee’s.
Our winner was Chrissy Rickets. Congratulations!

Publish Obituaries
in The CreekLine
Honor your loved one
with an obituary in
The CreekLine
and receive a

Complimentary
Memorial Plaque
and Bookmark
Call 904-886-4919
for more information or
to publish an obituary.

to our

Answers: A. animals B. forest C. nature D. explore
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In loving memory of
John Lee Haines

In loving
memory of...
John Lee haines

John Lee Haines, formerly of Rockport, Ind., passed on DecemberJohn
21,Lee2020
at formerly of Rockport,
Haines,
Ind., passed on December 21, 2020 at
his home in Orlando, Fla., surrounded by his loving family after losing
his inbattle
his home
Orlando, Fla., surrounded
his loving who
family after losing his battle
with cancer. He was preceded in death by his mother Marjorie K.bywith
Haines,
cancer. He was preceded in death
his mother
Marjorie K. Haines, who
passed in 1982 and his father John W Haines who passed in 1948. Heby was
a loving
passed in 1982 and his father John W
husband and father. His survivors include his wife of 36 years, Ann Carter
Haines;
his in 1948. He was a
Haines
who passed
loving husband and father. His survivors
brother, David Haines (Dinah), of Linville, Ind.; six children: Leeinclude
Ann his
Dalton
wife of 36 years, Ann Carter
his brother, David Haines
of Naples, Fla.; Mark Pettus (Colleen) of Havana, Fla.; JohnHaines;
D. Murphy
(Dinah), of Linville, Ind.; six children:
(Kim) of Orlando, Fla.; Matthew Pettus (Angela) of Coral Springs,
Fla.;Dalton
Tim of Naples, Fla.; Mark
Lee Ann
Pettus (Colleen) of Havana, Fla.; John D.
Pettus of Jacksonville, Fla.; Jeremy Pettus (Josh), of Ft. Lauderdale,
Fla.; 10
Murphy (Kim) of Orlando, Fla.; Matthew
grandchildren and 18 great grandchildren. He graduated from RockportPettus
High(Angela)
Schoolof Coral Springs, Fla.;
Tim Pettus of Jacksonville, Fla.; Jeremy
1958 and was later a partner in H&B Customs (stands for Haines Pettus
& Blythe),
(Josh), ofaFt. Lauderdale, Fla.; 10
local car repair and customization facility. A memorial is plannedgrandchildren
at a later and 18 great grandchildren.
He graduated from Rockport High School
1958
and
was later a partner in H&B
date in his hometown of Rockport and following his wishes willCustoms
take (stands
for Haines & Blythe), a
place on the banks of the Ohio River, which he loved. local car repair and customization facility.
A memorial is planned at a later date in
his hometown of Rockport and following
his wishes will take place on the banks of
the Ohio River, which he loved.

You know I’m always here with Good Neighbor
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly great
rates for everyone. Call me for a quote to see how
much you can save. You might be surprised.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting
requirements.
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“I only want cremation.”

Call for pricing
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine
serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts
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More Than 25 Years Legal Experience

904-665-0005 • www.preddylaw.com

12627 San Jose Blvd. • Ste. 102 (Just north of the Julington Creek Bridge)
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Memory Care

With Senior Living
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with St. Johns County Sheriff
Rob Hardwick

Q: With school having just started
in St. Johns County, can you go over
the requirements for motorists and
stopped school buses?
A: Yes, with schools recently opened,
our concern for the safety of our students is paramount. According to Florida Statutes, if a school bus is stopped
on a divided highway, then only traffic
traveling in the same direction as
the bus is required to stop when the
bus stops. A divided highway has the
lanes of traffic in opposite directions
separated by a raised median, such as
Race Track Road. If the roadway is not
divided by a median, then traffic in
both directions must stop when the bus
stops.
Q: What other back to school safety
tips would you like to share?
A: When a motorist enters a school
zone and sees the flashing lights, they
must reduce their speed to the posted
speed limit. The flashing lights come
on approximately a half hour before the
start of school and again for approximately half an hour after school dismisses. Check the signs at your school
for exact times and heed them.
We have crossing guards and public
safety assistants assisting with the
ingress and egress to schools, as well
as our traffic units and patrol deputies
enforcing traffic and pedestrian safety
in school zones. Keep in mind that we
also have unmarked cars with deputies
that move around to various schools to
catch speeders.
It’s important for motorists to backplan their day now that school has
started and give themselves more time
to get to work or school. Be cognizant
of your surroundings. We don’t want

QA
&

Call to schedule your
personalized experience today!
12350 San Jose Blvd. | Jacksonville, FL 32223

(904) 584-9817 | www.HarborChase.com
ALF# 13126

to risk the lives of our students because
someone is in a hurry.
We want families to go to school safely
and we want students to attend school
safely. I encourage all families to meet
the Youth Resource Deputy at your
school. There is one at each school in
St. Johns County this year. We want to
make direct contact with families via
this officer.
Q: Can you clarify the use of sidewalks for bicyclists and pedestrians?
A: If a particular sidewalk is not specifically designated for bicycles, then the
pedestrian has the right of way. Having said that, we certainly encourage
our young students to ride their bikes
on the sidewalk for safety rather than
the road (if there is no bike path), but
we also encourage common courtesy.
Be sure to alert pedestrians on the
sidewalk if you are coming up behind
them and slow down as you pass them.
Also, helmets are required for bicyclists
under the age of 16 in Florida.
Q: Do you have anything else to
share with northern St. Johns County?
A: As neighborhoods in the northern
part of the county continue to grow, I
encourage all drivers to be patient with
traffic. We want to make our county a
safe place to work, live, and play. Slow
down and pay attention.
Q: What is the best way for our readers to contact you with any questions
or suggestions about this article?
A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.
org or call me at (904) 824-8304. Also,
our website, www.sjso.org has a wealth
of resources, from alarm registration to
Crime Stoppers to our Neighbors app.

with Florida State Representative
Cyndi Stevenson, District 17

Q: Can you give us an idea of where
we are currently in the legislative
calendar?
A: Committee Weeks for next session
will start the week of Sept. 20. Session starts on Jan. 11, 2022 and runs
for 60 days, with a conclusion date of
March 11. We have also set our legislative delegation meeting for St. Johns
County, which features the county’s
state representatives (myself, Sen. Travis Hutson and Rep. Paul Renner) for
Friday, Oct. 1 at the St. Johns County
Auditorium. At this meeting, citizens
can let us know their thoughts and
priorities for the upcoming session. I
just finished a series of mobile office
hours around the county in August.
Going forward, people can contact
me at my office with any questions or
concerns.
Q: Redistricting is on a lot of people’s
minds. Can you let us know what
citizens can expect?
A: We will be working on redistricting this session, utilizing the 2020
Census data. It is constitutionally

mandated that we complete the redistricting during the 2022 regular
session. It is of utmost importance
that the process is seen as fair and
transparent.
My understanding is that the House
will have a tight procedure and we have
many state and federal laws with which
we must comply. To the extent possible, we try to nest our districts with
state senate and congressional districts.
This is difficult, as the district lines
must be drawn to as close as one to two
people.
There will be a Redistricting Committee as well as subcommittees that
will do a lot of the work, such as using
the sophisticated software available to
us (as well as the public) to help draw
the district boundaries. Members of
this committee are expected to be announced, along with other committee
members for the upcoming session, in
early September.
Q&A with Cyndi Stevenson cont. on pg. 5
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with St. Johns County School Board
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

Q: The first day of school for St. Johns
County was yesterday, Aug. 16. Can
you share any insights on the day?
A: I visited 11 schools yesterday, in
keeping with my tradition of visiting as
many schools as I can on the first day
of school. I was so pleased to see that all
was well — students and teachers were
happy to be there and all were engaged
in learning. Year over year, we experienced 13 percent growth at our schools,
some of which can be attributed to a
lot of students returning to brick and
mortar schools from virtual. Additionally, since we do the staggered start for
our kindergarteners, only one-quarter of
kindergarten students are included.
Q: Can you address the traffic issues?
A: On the first day of school, we experienced traffic issues throughout the
district. We are well aware that there
were a number of headaches, but we
expect them to be ironed out very soon.
This is not uncommon on the first day
of school.
Q: How did the openings go at the
two new schools, Tocoi Creek High
School and Pine Island Academy?
A: These two schools also had smooth
openings. Due to some supply and
contractor shortages, there are a few
unfinished items at the schools, but
nothing that is interfering with teaching, learning or safety. For instance, at
Tocoi Creek, there is landscaping to be
completed, some work on the auditorium needs to be finished before it can
open, and some areas still need paint.
Q: Can you give an update on the new
administration at Freedom Crossing
Academy, in light of the recent resignation of Principal Allen Anderson?
A: We created a different model than we
Q&A with Cyndi Stevenson cont. from pg. 4

Q: Florida will be gaining a U.S.
Congressional district, but how
about the state districts?
A: In Florida, we will keep our 120
house districts, we will just move the
district lines to keep up with the population. Again, the districts need to be
the same size down to just one to two
people. At present, my district is the
second largest one in the state, so I expect some changes to my district lines.

used before. We have an interim principal, Gina Fonseca, and rather than just
having assistant principals, we now have
two vice principals: Donny Hoessler is
responsible for the elementary school
portion and Melissa Lime is responsible
for the middle school portion. They each
have at least one assistant principal reporting to them. This is a pilot program;
if it works well, we might replicate it at
some of our other large schools. Freedom Crossing Academy has nine grade
levels and nearly 2,200 students — the
largest of our K – 8 academies.
Q: What’s upcoming for the school
board?
A: One big thing is that we are working
collaboratively with the Board of County Commissioners on redistricting.
We are finally in receipt of the census
numbers and are presently setting up
meetings with our consultant and with
each other to start determining the new
layout of the districts. Certainly District
1 and District 4 will have to be adjusted because they are so large. By law,
districts need to be somewhat the same
size. We are working with the Board
of County Commissioners because we
like the districts to be the same for both
offices; it’s very helpful for the Supervisor of Elections and less confusing for
voters. This will be a several month
project that will culminate in a final
vote in December. The process must be
completed before the end of the year
to have the new plan in place for the
next election. There will be community
meetings announced as we get closer to
the end of the project.
Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at
(904) 547-7510.
Q: What are some other session
priorities?
A: Every year we have to present a balanced budget. So far, the numbers look
promising, but we will have an increase
in costs due to increases in Medicaid
and social services costs.
Q: What is the best way for our readers to contact you?
A: Readers can email me at Cyndi.
Stevenson@myfloridahouse.gov or call
my local office at (904) 823-2300.

QA
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with St. Johns County Supervisor
of Elections Vicky Oakes

Q: Can you explain list maintenance as
it pertains to the voter rolls?
A: To comply with Florida Statute 98.065,
all Supervisors of Elections must conduct a
general voter registration list maintenance
program to protect the integrity of the electoral process by ensuring the maintenance
of accurate and current voter registration
records in the system. We have a number
of processes in place to keep accurate and
current voter rolls.
Q: What are examples of these processes?
A: Quarterly, we check our voter rolls
against the National Change of Address
(NCOA) list from the US Post Office.
In this way, we can mail notices to voters
who have moved to other Florida counties
or out of state. Also, the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles provides us with information on voters who
have received a driver’s license in another
state and we receive address change information from the Clerk of Courts based
on jury notices.
Q: What is ERIC?
A: Florida joined the non-profit consortium of member states known as ERIC
(Electronic Registration Information Center) in 2019. Its mission is to assist states in
increasing voter participation and improving the accuracy of America’s voter rolls.
The consortium is governed and managed
by the member states, of which there are
currently 30. Our state laws actually had to
be changed to allow us to become a part of
ERIC, and I’m thankful that our legislators
did this.

Q: What is the benefit?
A: It has greatly assisted our efforts in identifying and conducting list maintenance
activities. For instance, this was the first year
we received CrossState maintenance from
ERIC. In St. Johns County in July, we sent
out approximately 4,000 notices to voters
who had moved to another state. I was
surprised how many voters had moved out
of state since the election.
Q: Is there a timetable for performing list
maintenance?
A: We have to stop all list maintenance processes 90 days prior to any federal election;
therefore, we send out most notices during
off election years.
Q: What happens if a voter does not
respond to one of the notices?
A: If they do not respond to an Address
Confirmation Final Notice, they are placed
on an inactive status. Florida Statute 98.065
(4) (c) allows for voters on the inactive list
to be restored to the active list upon the
voter updating their registration, requesting
a vote by mail ballot, or appearing to vote;
however, if they do none of these things
by the second general election after being
placed on the inactive list, the voter’s name
will be removed from the statewide voter
registration. The voter would have to reregister to become active again at this point.
Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you?
A: Readers can email me at voakes@votesjc.
com or call me at (904) 823-2238. Our
website, www.votesjc.com also has a wealth
of information.

Celebrating a Century of

Style
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What’s Going On
in St. Johns?

A modified calendar of events

Community Calendar
Playing HOOKie, a group for those
who enjoy knitting, crocheting and
looming (with all items donated to
charity) meets every Wednesday from
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at the outside
eating area at Panera Bread in the
RiverPlace Shopping Center, 11111
San Jose Blvd. Visit the group’s
Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or
email playinghookie31@gmail.com
for more information.
The Jacksonville Camera Club will
feature results of the recent print
contest at its meeting on Wednesday,
Sept. 1. The Sept. 16 meeting will be
the results of the monochrome print
contest. Visit jax.jaxcameraclub.com
for more information and meeting
location updates.
The Honeybee Quilters Guild will
meet on Tuesday, Sept. 7 at 7 p.m.
after a 6:30 p.m. social at Mandarin
Presbyterian Church’s front lobby,
2501 Mandarin Road. Melanie from
Bee’s Quilt Shop and Studio will
be teaching about sewing machine
maintenance. Masks are optional
due to the larger meeting space. New
members/guests welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org for more information.
The St. Johns County Civic Roundtable will meet on Monday, Sept. 13
at 12 p.m. with guest speaker Carol
Saviak, strategic partnerships manager of the St. Augustine-St. Johns
County Airport Authority, Northeast
Florida Regional Airport. Email
info@sjcroundtable.org to register for
the meeting or for more information
about the St. Johns County Civic
Roundtable.
Herbal Medicine in the Garden
will be offered on Sept. 18 at 10 a.m.
Attendees will learn about traditionally used herbs to promote wellness

and health as well as how to create
their own tinctures, teas, and salves.
Included are guides, plant identification, lecture and herbal snacks. Pre
registration is required via phone or
text: (386) 972-1891.
The All Star Quilters Guild will
meet at 10 a.m. on Monday, Sept. 20
at the First Christian Church, 11924
San Jose Blvd. The program is a live
auction featuring fabrics and quilting supplies. Guests are welcome and
masks are optional. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for more information.
Northeast Florida AHEC announces
a free Tools to Quit Tobacco Class,
which includes free nicotine patches,
gum or lozenges on Monday, Sept.
20, from 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. at Flagler
Health and Wellness Center, 120
Health Park Blvd. in St. Augustine.
Call (904) 482-0189 for more information or to sign up.
The Newcomers of North St. Johns
will host a meeting and first luncheon
of the season on Tuesday, Sept. 21 at
11:30 a.m. at Queen’s Harbour Yacht
and Country Club, 1131 Queen’s
Harbour Blvd. in Jacksonville. Doors
will open at 11 a.m. The event will
feature renowned pianist Carl Grant.
The cost for the luncheon and program is $30 for members. All reservations must be received by Sept. 10.
Contact Sue Aird at sjaird@comcast.
net to register.
Northeast Florida AHEC will host
a free arthritis exercise program
via an online live webinar for people
60 years and older on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, Sept. 23 – Nov. 23, from
2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Attendees will
learn how to better manage arthritis
pain. Call Northeast Florida AHEC
at (904) 482-0189 or (877) 7848486 to register.

QA
&

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser
Eddie Creamer

Q: Are there any legislative updates
you’d like to discuss?
A: Yes, Florida Statute 119.071 was
amended this past legislative session and
the new requirements go into effect on
Oct. 1, 2021.
Q: What does Florida Statute 119.071
pertain to?
A: This statute provides for confidentiality
and protection of information maintained
by state agencies for certain individuals. These individuals include victims of
violent crimes, sworn law enforcement
officers, investigators with the Department
of Children and Family, state attorneys,
judges, public defenders, probation officers, tax collectors, etc. At this time, the
personal information of these individuals
is exempt from public viewing. So for
example, if you went online and searched,
either by name or by property address,
you would find no records at all. Additionally, our response to a phone call
to our office would be that we have no
information.

Q: What does the amendment allow
going forward after Oct. 1?
A: After Oct. 1, the only thing we will
now protect is the individual’s name. Parcels of property will be publicly viewable
online, we will just suppress the name and
any link to official records. We will also
protect the individual’s name on any other
real estate parcel, whether homesteaded or
not. But the only way to find information
is to search by the address of the property,
not by the name, as that is still protected.
Q: Why was this change made?
A: Companies like title insurance companies, mortgage companies and general
contractors didn’t have access to parcel
information that they needed to do their
jobs.
Q: Will these protected individuals be
informed of the upcoming change?
A: Our office will be reaching out to all
protected status taxpayers shortly. But if
they have any questions in the meantime,
they can call our office at (904) 827-5500
for more information.”

Trash To Treasure Sale

October 1&2, 9 am - 1 pm

Mandarin Garden Club
2892 Loretto Road, 32223

BBQ, Cafe & Plants
CDC Guidelines. Cash Only

The Randy Martin Team
is excited to announce
they have joined
Compass Florida Realty

Dan Schmidt | Lisa Verrino | Randy Martin

Have Questions? Ready to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 904.502.8712
100 Executive Way, Suite 105, Ponte Vedra Beach FL 32082
www.MovewithRandy.com

QA
&
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Mandarin United
Methodist Church

with St. Johns County Commissioner
Christian Whitehurst, District 1

Q: In the July issue, you discussed
the budget process and your plan to
advocate for more money for roads and
ballfields in the Northwest. Can you
give an update on that?
A: The county’s budget won’t be finalized
until October, but early indications are
that we will have a significant amount of
money for ballfields and roads — enough
that will make a difference. County Administrator Hunter Conrad and his staff
did a fantastic job helping me evaluate and
prioritize needs and getting dollars to meet
those needs.
Q: What is the latest on the Helow
project?
A: The applicant came to our July 20
Board of County Commissioners meeting without answers to a lot of questions;
however, the Board of County Commissioners did approve the project for
transmittal only (to the state) by a vote of
4 – 1. Without transmittal, they can’t apply for concurrency or PUD status. I did
vote for transmittal and I would encourage anyone who was not at the meeting to
watch the video, because I was clear that
my vote for transmittal was in no way a
vote for approval of the project. I made
clear that if questions regarding things like
parks and drainage, among other things,
weren’t answered to my satisfaction I
would be a “no” vote.
The Helow Company and their engineers are hosting monthly meetings at
the Bartram Trail Branch Library for the
public to come and ask questions and get
more information. The first meeting was
held in mid-August. Interested parties can
call England, Thims and Miller at (904)
642-8990 and ask for Lindsay Haga to get
the date of the next meeting or any other
details on the project.
Q: Can you give us an update on the
lack of yard waste removal?
A: Every commissioner has received emails
from the public regarding the lack of yard

(From I-295 go south on
San Jose Blvd. 1/2 mile on right)

waste pick up. We have been in touch
with Republic Services every weekday
for many weeks to learn the cause of the
problem and potential solutions. Over the
summer, Republic Services has hired third
parties for assistance, increased their minimum pay, and offered sign on bonuses to
attract new hires.
Yesterday, at our Board of County Commissioners meeting, Republic Services was
our first agenda item. Every commissioner
and many members of the public had
comments; Republic Services understands
the situation and has given us a date certain when the problems will be resolved.
They will not be servicing Jacksonville
customers any more and will be moving
all of their crews to St. Johns County as of
Oct. 1. It’s encouraging to know that there
is a date certain for a remedy.

The Womens Food Alliance will host
the annual Golden Pineapple Gala
Award Dinner on Sept. 29 at Deerwood
Country Club. Now in its ninth year,
the Womens Food Alliance
cultivates and advances
education, collaboration and
networking for professional
women in every career associated with the hospitality,
food, beverage and event
industry.

United Methodist Women’s

31st Annual Fall Craft Festival

Saturday, October 2, 2021

8:30 am – 3:30 pm

All Hand Crafted Items: 100+ Crafters, clothing,
jewelry, concessions, seasonal gifts, baked goods,
children’s shop, country store and more!
All proceeds support UMW Mission Projects
MASKS REQUIRED. NO EXCEPTIONS.
No Pets Allowed

Q: Has the county been able to provide
any new Covid testing?
A: In response to public demand and in
light of the uptick in cases due to the delta
variant, St. Johns County has opened up a
free testing site at the Agricultural Center, 3125 Agricultural Center Drive, St.
Augustine, 32092. The site will be open
seven days a week from 7 a.m. – 4 p.m.
each day until further notice. There is no
appointment or insurance required and
the testing is completely free to the public.
Q: Do you have anything else to share
with District 1?
A: We know school has started and traffic
around the schools is a problem. We have
reached out to the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office and the School District to work
on short and long term solutions. We’re
all working together and we’re asking for
everyone’s patience at this time.
Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you?
A: Readers can email me at bcc1cwhitehurst@sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 5845348.

Golden Pineapple Hospitality
Awards to be announced
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

11270 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pineapple Award sponsors include Culhane’s Irish Pub, 5 Sisters Spirit Vodka
and Visit Jacksonville!
For women who are interested in
learning more about membership and
background of the Womens Food Al-

The Golden Pineapple
Photo courtesy Leigh Cort
Award Dinner recognizes
Last year’s Golden Pineapple recipients: Sherry Stoppelbein, Lakita Spann,
women for their business
Wen Raiti, Sabine Juskowiak, Lorna Macdonald, Anne Urban, Laddie Dwyer,
Faye Lance, Nancy Slatsky, Carrie Eagle, Rebecca Reed, Barbara Golden
accomplishments, courage to
and Leigh Cort.
launch new companies, their
dedicated hard work, creativity and supliance, contact founder and president,
port of others in hospitality.
Leigh Cort, at leigh@leighcortpublicity.
Announcing the winners this year is Mr. com or (904) 806-3613. Visit www.
WomensFoodAlliance.com for more
Henry Flagler, a legend of hospitality,
information.
portrayed by John Stavely. The Golden

“If I were still in my house I would not be
doing half of what I’m doing here. And I’ve
never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

WHAT MAKES OUR
RESIDENTS HAPPY?
For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life
Plan Community offers a stunning natural setting
with spacious garden apartments and villa homes and
an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare
services, if they should be needed.

Discover all there is to be happy about —
call us at (904) 861-6425 today!

www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
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College prep test classes offered
The Friends of the Bartram Trail
Library are sponsoring a series of SAT
and ACT review classes to be held at
the Bartram Trail Branch Library. The
dates of the classes are Sept. 14, 21, 28
and Oct. 5, 12 and 19.
Classes are one hour and 15 minutes
each. Students may sign up for either
or both series. The SAT class is from 5
p.m. – 6:15 p.m. and the ACT class is
from 6:30 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. The sessions will include two math and two
English as well as a practice test and a
test review session. Each series of six
sessions costs $45, and attendance will
be capped at 15 students. There will be
social distancing and masks are recommended, but not required.
Registration information can be obtained at the Bartram Trail Library or
by contacting Phyllis Macy at macyp17@yahoo.com.
ElderSource seeks St. Johns County
representation for advisory council
ElderSource, a nonprofit organization
that works to empower elders, adults
with disabilities and their caregivers in
order to age with dignity and indepen-

dence, is seeking volunteer members
to its Advisory Council, specifically
seniors who reside in St. Johns County.
Duties for an Advisory Council
member are to report on the needs of
elderly and emerging issues in their
respective counties; review and comment on the agency’s Area Plan; study
legislative issues and advocate on behalf
of the elderly; assist in promoting the
mission, programs and activities of
the agency; and to educate the public
about the needs and the contributions
of the elderly.
“Our Advisory Council members are an
important asset to our organization,”
said Linda Levin, CEO of ElderSource.
“They are an active voice we need to
hear in order for us to stay in touch on
the senior issues affecting the communities in which they live.”
Meetings are held the third Thursday
of every other month from 1:30 p.m.
– 2:30 p.m. and conducted virtually
using the Zoom platform.
For more information about how to become an ElderSource Advisory Council
member, call ( 904) 391-6631 or email
Volunteer Coordinator Anita Thaxton

Selma
Selma Tillman
Tillman
Collier
Collier
Realtor
®

YOUR TRUSTED REAL ESTATE ADVISOR
YOUR TRUSTED REAL ESTATE ADVISOR
SERVING NORTHEAST FLORIDA FOR 15 YEARS
SERVING NORTHEAST FLORIDA FOR 15 YEARS
MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCER
EyeDOLLAR
Center PRODUCER
MULTI-MILLION
FIVE STAR PROFESSIONAL
Creekline
FIVE STAR PROFESSIONAL

4.9-inches wide x 5.55-inches

Inventory is low. We have more buyers
Inventory
is low.
Wewould
have more
than sellers.
If you
like a buyers
free,
than
sellers. If you
would
like a free,
no obligation
home
evaluation,
no obligation
home
evaluation,
call me
today!
call me today!

11576 San Jose Boulevard
Jacksonville,
FLBoulevard
32223
11576
San Jose
Jacksonville, FL 32223

EYE
CENTER
OF ST. AUGUSTINE

THE EYE SURGERY CENTER OF ST. AUGUSTINE
• Cataract & Lens
Implant Surgery

• Diabetic Eye Exams
Paul W. Hund, III, M.D.

Todd P. Thompson, M.D.

N. Patrick Hale, M.D.

• Glaucoma/Retinal
Disease
• All Eye Laser
Procedures

• Ophthalmic Plastic
Surgery
Russell W. Nelligan, M.D.* Michael A. Dagostino, O.D.
*Cornea Specialist

1400 U.S. Highway 1 South
Just North of Target

(904) 829-2286

Best Vision Center
10 Years

Todd S. Hockett, O.D.

• Optical Shop On
Premises

319 West Town Place, Suite 8
World Golf Village

(904) 940-9200

AAAHC Accredited
Surgery Center

First Coast Cultural Center begins new
school year
First Coast Cultural Center (formerly
The Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra
Beach) has served the community for
more than 26 years as a gathering place
to learn, experience, and appreciate the
arts and culture in its many forms. The
nonprofit 501(c)(3) provides opportunities for adults, children and families
through classes, exhibits, programs, services, activities, and memberships open
to the local community, and beyond.
First Coast Cultural Center is starting
its 16th year of music therapy for children with special needs. Sound Connections® Music Therapy has expanded
from four St. Johns County schools
to six, including two Title 1 schools.
The outreach is provided at no cost
to the school district or parents, and
three nationally-board certified music
therapists use music experiences to help
children reach their educational goals.
The expansion is supported by the Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Fund and The
Community Foundation of Northeast
Florida. Additionally, Sound Connections® private music therapy sessions
are available. Contact board-certified
music therapist, Minda Gordon
MT-BC at (904) 993-8940 or email
MGordon@ccpvb.org. Visit the website
at https://firstcoastculturalcenter.org/
arts-outreach/outreach-programs.
Adult classes, lectures, and workshops
are open to novice and professional
artists and musicians with programs designed to enhance the creative process.
A variety of class pricing and membership levels are available. The programs
are sponsored in part by the State of
Florida, Department of State, Division
of Cultural Affairs, and the Florida
Council on Arts and Culture. Visit
https://firstcoastculturalcenter.org/artsprograms/adult-arts-programs for more
information.

Realtor®

www.SelmaCollier.com
www.SelmaCollier.com
stcollier@comcast.net
stcollier@comcast.net
904-704-3141
904-704-3141

at Anita.Thaxton@MyElderSource.org.

ACCREDITED
ACCREDITATION
ASSOCIATION for
AMBULATORY
HEALTH CARE

Visit Us On The Web At www.eyecenterstaug.com

Board Certified Physicians Dedicated To The Care Of Your Eyes

First Coast Cultural Center is located
at 3972 3rd Street South in Jacksonville
Beach. Hours are Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with after
hour appointments available.
Furniture store celebrates 100 years
and four generations
Hugo’s Interiors is proud to celebrate
100 years (1921 – 2021) of a family
tradition of providing quality services
and selection to generations in the
Southeast. Famous for North Florida’s
largest selection of fine furnishings
and accessories, the Hugo Family and
its extension of more than 55 talented
artisan craftspeople continue a family
tradition. Their American-made business resonates with quality and style
with their finely crafted home furnishings, including their signature brand
(Crosby Designs) of fine upholstered
furniture, along with accessories for
homes and businesses.
In 1921, Albert Hugo, a Germantrained “tapezierer” or decorator skilled
at paper hanging, cabinet making, upholstery, and other crafts, came by train
to Jacksonville. Albert and Euna set up
shop in the dock house of Arthur and
Ninah Cummer’s mansion on Riverside
Avenue. He traded their furnishings

expertise for workspace to begin Albert
Hugo and Associates. His clients grew
to include other internationally known
families such as Alfred and Jessie DuPont for their mansion, Epping Forest.
As Albert Hugo Associates expanded,
they moved to the present Philips
Highway site in 1947.
Following in their footsteps at Albert
Hugo Associates were sons Edward and
Charles. Grandson Richard, trained in
furniture styles, periods, and the use of
color and textiles, took over. Then came
his children, Mathew, Jennie, John, and
Paul – the fourth generation.
Today, Hugo’s Interiors maintains its
leadership role in providing fine design
in home furnishings and accessories for
people with discerning tastes interested
in new trends in furniture, fabric, and
accessories. The Hugo Family looks forward to its young fifth generation continuing as purveyors of taste, quality
furnishings, and beautiful accessories.
The Hugos also give back to the community with volunteer participation
in The American Cancer Society, The
Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital, The Rotary Club, Community Hospice and Palliative Care, and
other organizations.
Senior living facility sets vaccine
mandate in motion for employees
River Garden Chief Executive Officer
Mauri Mizrahi announced in early August that she will make the COVID-19
vaccine mandatory for all River Garden
personnel. River Garden is taking this
necessary step to keep the residents
it serves safe and to best protect its
employees.
River Garden currently has the highest
vaccination rate ( greater than 80percent) among skilled nursing facilities
in northeast Florida, according to an
AARP study published in late July.
Effective immediately, River Garden
will require vaccination for all newly
hired employees. Existing employees
will have approximately eight weeks to
become fully vaccinated.
“We want to be a safe place for healthcare workers to work and for patients
to receive care. Ensuring everyone has
some level of protection against the virus is an obvious step in the right direction. The vaccine is a game-changer,”
Mizrahi said.
In anticipation of FDA approval of
COVID-19 vaccines this fall, River
Garden has set its deadline for full
vaccination for Oct. 1, 2021. In the
event that the COVID-19 vaccine is
not approved as expected, the timeline
may be adjusted to coordinate with
approval.
Jacksonville Children’s Chorus artistic
director celebrates 15 years
In August 2006, the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus’ board of directors appointed Darren Dailey to the position
of artistic and executive director. In
2016, during his 10th anniversary with
The Chorus, he was then appointed to
the role of president and artistic director. This year, Dailey enters his 15th
year of leadership and inspiring young
Briefs cont. on pg. 14
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MarketInsight
A Coke and a smile
By Scott Grant
ScottGrant@StJohnsBusinessMonthly.com

At the height of the Great Depression,
whole families were uprooted. Many
wandered, seemingly aimlessly, about the
country searching for work. They were
indescribably poor. They were dirty and
hungry and despondent. Some days, a
10-cent candy bar served as a meal for
an entire family. A five-cent bottle of
Coca Cola was a luxury. Even so, people
still spent that five cents and indulged
themselves. Sometimes you just have to
spoil yourself.
At least one man noticed this phenomenon. He was a banker in Quincy, Fla.
named Pat Munroe. He marveled at the
fact that dirt poor farmers in his small
hometown still seemed to have the money
for the occasional Coke. He also marveled
at the relatively cheap price of Coke stock.
At the time, a single share went for $19.
The company had more money than that
in the bank. He urged his customers to
invest in the stock, even if it was just a
single share.
“Mr. Pat” was a trusted member of the
community. He was their banker. They
relied on him for the loans that allowed
them to plant each spring. Quincy is a
little town northwest of Tallahassee. The
population was about 3,800 during the
Great Depression and about 7,000 today.
The principal crop back then was tobacco.
Some of Pat Munroe’s customers took his
advice and bought what stock they could.
Never a lot. Who had the money back
then?
The investment paid off, probably even
far beyond the wildest dreams of the
town’s trusted banker and his following.
Over the years, Coca-Cola stock grew and
grew and then grew some more. The price

went up. The dividends went up. Eventually, Quincy, Fla., named after President
John Quincy Adams, became the wealthiest city in America. At one time, the town
boasted 67 “Coca-Cola Millionaires.”
A single share of Coke stock, purchased
for $19 in the 1930s would now be worth
more than half a million dollars — more
than $10 million if you had reinvested the
dividends. This year you would get more
than $15,000 a year in dividends alone.
Even better, that dividend has gone up
every year for the past 57 years. Not bad
for a $19 investment.
The good citizens of Quincy were not
the only ones to benefit. SunTrust Bank
was the underwriter of the initial public
offering of Coca-Cola stock way back
in 1919. The bank was paid $100,000
of Coke stock for their troubles. A little
over a decade later, the value of the stock
had been cut in half. Many people might
have panicked and sold. Cut their losses.
SunTrust did not. They held the stock
certificates in a vault for decades. Another
vault at the bank held the secret formula
for Coca-Cola.
In 2012, SunTrust finally sold those
shares for nearly two billion dollars. The
return on investment was nearly two million percent! Now, that may sound like a
great deal — but the value of that stock
has gone up another billion dollars since
they sold.
Scott A. Grant is a local columnist, author, speaker, and historian. By day he is
a fiduciary asset manager and president of
Standfast Asset Management. He welcomes
your comments or questions at scottg@
standfastic.com.
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SBA announces opening of Paycheck
Protection Program direct forgiveness portal
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The U.S. Small Business Administration
(SBA) is launching a streamlined application portal to allow borrowers with
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)
loans $150,000 or less through participating lenders to apply for forgiveness
directly through the SBA.
“The SBA’s new streamlined application portal will simplify forgiveness
for millions of our smallest businesses
— including many sole proprietors
— who used funds from our Paycheck
Protection Program loans to survive the
pandemic,” said Administrator Isabel
Casillas Guzman. “The vast majority of
businesses waiting for forgiveness have
loans under $150,000.”
This new change will help rush relief to
more than 6.5 million small businesses.
The new forgiveness platform began
accepting applications from borrowers on Aug. 4. Lenders are required to
opt-in to this program through https://
directforgiveness.sba.gov. In addition
to the technology platform, the SBA
is standing up a PPP customer service
team to answer questions and directly
assist borrowers with their forgiveness

applications. Borrowers that need assistance or have questions should call
(877) 552-2692, Monday – Friday, 8
a.m. – 8 p.m. EST.
Overall, the SBA and lenders have
worked to originate more than 11.7
million loans totaling nearly $800 billion in relief to more than 8.5 million
small businesses. In 2021:
• SBA approved more than 6.5 million loans totaling more than $275
billion
• The average loan size was $42 thousand (compared to $101 thousand
in 2020)
• 96 percent of loans went to businesses with fewer than 20 employees (compared to just 87 percent in
2020.)
• 32 percent of loans went to businesses in LMI communities (compared to just 24 percent in 2020)
Established by the CARES Act in 2020,
the PPP was among the first COVID-19 small business economic aid
programs and provided more than $798
billion in economic relief to small businesses and nonprofits across the nation.
Visit www.sba.gov for more information.

Our mailboxes do more
Our
mailboxes
do more!
A real
street address,
no a

A real street address, not a P.O. Box number
P.O. Box number
Package acceptance from all carriers
Package
acceptance
Package
notification from
all carriers
Mail holding & forwarding

Package notification
We offer
Mail
holding
& forwarding*
Digital printing and copying
Document finishing
Wide-format printing
Custom printing
Direct mail services

World Golf Village location #6113
52 Tuscan Way
SR 16 and Intl Golf Parkway
Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name
Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products
and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.1008115-00003-00
D5404

Personalized
financial advice to
achieve your goals

904.940.0055

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290
4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Certiﬁed Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certiﬁcation marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2021
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. (06/21)

Building a Custom Home?
Building on Your Lot?
Planning a Major Renovation?
Ian B. MacDonald | Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS ID: 546443 | 904.626.0353 (C)
ian.macdonald@regions.com | 130 St. Johns Commons | St. Johns, FL 32259

Dreaming Up the Ideal Retirement Is Your Job.
Helping You Get There Is Ours
Deborah Lennon, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

46 Tuscan Way, Suite 304
St Augustine, FL 32092
904-209-5205

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

• Construction or Renovation to Permanent Financing
• Interest rate is locked before construction/renovation begins
• One-time close without second set of closing costs
• Fixed and Adjustable Rate Options
• Jumbo Loans available
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Eagle project of prayer labyrinth enjoyed by all
Kevin Richard Hodgson from Troop 225 in Fruit
Cove has achieved scouting’s top honor: the
coveted rank of Eagle with Silver Palm on June
14. His project was completed in two weekends
this past February. Hodgson designed, funded and
provided the leadership and direction to guide his
fellow scouts in the troop, who put in altogether
more than 150 hours of labor to build a 34-foot
brick paver construction prayer / meditation
labyrinth. The labyrinth is on the grounds of Unity
Church on Race Track Road and the congregation as well as the whole neighborhood may use
and enjoy it. This labyrinth is now on the national
labyrinth list of places to visit in Julington Creek
Plantation. Kevin Hodgson is the son of Martin
and Cindy Hodgson from St. Johns.

Teen hosts another successful school supply drive

Photo courtesy Jennifer Sicilian

Brewer Sicilian, a sophomore at
Creekside High School, repeated his
successful school supply drive from last
year in advance of the 2021 – 2022
school year. This year, he collected,
sorted, and donated 3,092 supplies to
INK through donations from friends,
family, and neighbors, which surpasses

his collection from last summer. Sicilian said, “My mom is an educator. I
saw her spend money on supplies for
her classroom and students. When I
found out that INK! assists teachers
with classroom needs, I wanted to
help stock their supplies. My family, friends, and neighbors have been
incredible in helping with donations
to make this such a success.” These
supplies will be available to teachers
in St Johns County starting in September. INK! is The St. Johns County
Education Foundation, which provides
classroom resources and programs
to promote the academic success of
students. One of the things they do is
provide school supplies to students and
teachers in St. Johns County throughout the school year. Visit https://inkstjohns.org for more information.

Photos courtesy Martin Hodgson

New Eagle Scout Kevin Richard Hodgson

The mask cannot hide the smile:
St. Johns CARES donates backpacks
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The mask cannot hide the smile of Malinda Peeples, executive director of SEA
Community Center in Elkton, as she accepts the recent
donation of 50 new backpacks and school supplies for
children in the Armstrong,
Elkton, Spuds, and Hastings
area of southwest St. Johns
County. The donated items
were provided by the Monat
Global Gratitude Program
to St. Johns CARES, Inc. for
needy school children so they
may have a good start to the
upcoming school year. The
goal of the SEA Community
Center this year, as in past
years, is to provide several
hundred children withHnew
ALF OFF!
Your First Week Tuition
backpacks and supplies.
Enroll by
The aim of Monat Global’sJuly 3/21
Gratitude Program is to generate positive change by partnering with organizations in the areas of
education, children and families. The
Gratitude Program also donated to St.
Johns CARES, Inc. personal hygiene

products, insect repellent and sunscreen
for distribution through local Homeless organizations and contributed to St.
Johns CARES scholarship fund for St.
Johns County School District homeless

Photo courtesy St. Johns CARES

Malinda Peeples receives backpacks from St. Johns CARES

students enrolling in higher education.
Visit www.stjohnscares.org for more
information.

Ages Infant through Pre-K
Ÿ Before and After School Programs
Ÿ Transportation from School to Center
Ÿ Spring-Summer-Winter Camp Programs
Ÿ Brightwheel Platform for Early Education
Ÿ

Providing the Soil and Nest Where Your Child Becomes Their Best!

Dr. Jimmy Glenos

2020

Dr. Craig Hadgis
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Internet safety tips to
start the new school year
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Hands-on science lesson
demonstrates importance of
handwashing

or the device as a whole;
Place approval requirements when
downloading apps so that a parent
can choose whether or not to approve
the download;
• Monitor what a child is viewing on
social media or through other platforms; and
• Know all user accounts and passwords
your child has.
Most devices have parental control guides
and walk-through videos providing stepby-step instructions on how to set up the
features with ease.
•

As a new school year begins, Attorney
General Ashley Moody reminds parents to
keep students safe online. With cybercrime accounting for approximately $445
billion in losses per year, a child’s access to
the internet can be costly and damaging to
a family — not to mention the threat of
human trafficking or sexual exploitation.
Parental controls can help protect children
from online predators, identity thieves and
harmful material.
Moody said, “As a parent, I worry about
the amount of time children spend online
and with whom they might be communicating. With kids back in school, we
want to make sure they stay safe — especially with parents not around to monitor
online activity. Parental controls are a great
way to enhance a child’s online safety and
can be easily activated using your mobile
phone.”
Parental controls can be extremely useful
tools for those looking to protect children
online. Tips to safeguard children’s online
activity include:
• Limit search engines to keep results
age appropriate;
• Manage screen time on certain apps,

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Handwashing is a personal hygiene
habit that has become even more
important as students and faculty navigate healthy learning environments
during the pandemic. A recent collaborative lesson in the Bolles Lower
School Ponte Vedra Beach Campus lab
showed students why.
Campus nurse Rachel Ganzel and science teacher Carolyn Houston staged
a hands-on blue light lab using a light
glow to demonstrate the “germs” they
were simulating.

Parents can access parental control
guides for mobile devices from Android
(Google Play Store) and Apple iPhones;
video game console companies Microsoft
(Xbox), Sony (PlayStation) and Nintendo
(Switch); and for computers and televisions, including Samsung TV, Windows
10 and Apple.
Google recently created a resource with
tools to ensure children’s safety while
exploring the internet (https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/). The
resource includes tips for parents and
children, an online game that teaches
digital safety and classroom lesson plans
for teachers.

“We talked about how we can’t see the
germs, but this gave us a visual of how
well we can wash the ‘germs’ when we
wash our hands,” Ganzel said. “Students saw that many of them forget to
clean their thumbs, wrists and fingertips thoroughly.”

lesson to practice proper hand-washing
techniques.

She said students then got a second
chance to wash their hands after the

“They did much better at the end of
the lesson,” Ganzel said.

Photo courtesy Bolles

Students used a blue light to demonstrate “germs” on
their hands.
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Visit us online!

Nurturing
Teachers

www.floridanewsline.com

Come Grow With Us
If you have a passion for education, join the
Deerwood team! We believe in rewarding
the teachers who inspire our students, offering
competitive pay, paid vacation, 401(k) and
profit sharing programs, full dental and vision
insurance, contribution to health insurance,
and more at our two locations.

After School Care

W here Learning Comes First

– DeerwoodAcademy.com –
ST. JOHNS

904.230.8200

MAAP (MARTIAL ARTS APPRENTICE PROGRAM)

Scan the QR code or visit

990 Flora Branch Blvd. • St. Johns, FL 32259

INCLUDES:
• PICKUP FROM SCHOOL
• SNACK & WATER
• THEMED ACTIVITIES
• KARATE CLASSES
• HOMEWORK HELP

DeerwoodAcademy.com/
Careers to learn more and
apply today.

TOWN CENTER

904-826-1904
138 North One Dr. #A
St Augustine FL 32095
Lionsdenkarate.net

904.807.9550
7575 Centurion Pkwy. • Jacksonville, FL 32256

Florida Department of Children and Families License # C07SJ0083 and C04DU053

Ready. Set.
car

Dr. Taylor Vra

ST
ORTHODONTI

three

IENT
CONVEN NS!
LOCATIO

. Taylor

Dr. Mazz & Dr

Taylor
Welcome Dr.

zuoccolo

Dr. Aylin Maz

ST
ORTHODONTI

JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE • 112-203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK • ST JOHNS, FL 32259
ORANGE PARK OFFICE • 1584-B KINGSLEY AVENUE • ORANGE PARK, FL 32073
ATLANTIC OFFICE • 12740-12 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD • JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225

to schedule a CONSULT
Call or visit us online:
904.264.KIDS | 264KIDS.COM

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.
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Photo courtesy Scott LaRochelle

Nease NJROTC instructors and cadets completed the Area-12 Leadership Academy in Duluth, Ga.: GYSGT Duane Hanson,
Cadets Braden Holmes, Nicholas Gallego, Peter Lemos, Anthony Tucker, John Alves, Hallie Spell, Isabella Rivera, Kaitlyn
Boggs, Lauren Villarreal and Captain Scott LaRochelle.

Nease cadets complete summer
leadership training
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Nease NJROTC, the No. 1 program in
northern Florida and the state of Georgia,
and the No. 2 ranked program in the
nation, strengthened its high-performing
cadet leadership ranks as cadets completed
significant training programs held across
the country.
From June 9 – 17, Kaitlyn Boggs, Gabrielle Espedido, Olivia Kerrick, Bernadine
Olivier, Isabella Rivera and Harley Shuster
successfully completed Florida Girls State
in Tallahassee.
From June 20 – 26, Juan Cervantes,
Donovan Chapman, Christopher Debus,
Nate Fagen, Khush Gandhi, Daniel Mahoney, Brodie Mongon and Ben Prohofsky successfully completed the Florida
Boys State program in Tallahassee. Cadet
Fagen was elected as Attorney General and
Cadet Gandhi was elected as Agriculture

CAA FLAG FOOTBALL
REGISTRATION
JULY 1ST – SEPTEMBER 15TH
AGES 5 - 17

Register online at
www.CAAFlagFootball.org

Commissioner.
From June 21 – 26, Cadets John Alves,
Nicholas Gallego, Braden Holmes, Peter
Lemos, Emmelie Neff, Anthony Tucker
and Lauren Villareal completed the weeklong intensive academic, physical fitness,
drill and leadership training at Duluth
High School in north Georgia. Cadets
Alves, Gallego and Holmes received
medals for outstanding Personnel Inspection; Gallego also received the outstanding Physical Fitness medal and Holmes
received the top Academic medal. Senior
cadets Kaitlyn Boggs, Isabella Rivera and
Hallie Spell provided weeklong leadership
as cadre providing hands-on training to
the 26 trainees from six different schools.
From June 28 – July 2, Cadet Braden
Holmes attended the U.S. Air Force Academy Advanced Cyber Camp in Huntsville, Ala. Holmes serves as the captain for
Nease’s CyberPatriot competition team.
Finally, from July 11 – 16, Cadets Kaitlyn
Boggs and Isabella Rivera participated and
graduated from the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy Introduction Mission program
in New London, Conn. Cadet Rivera
received the award for top female athlete
among the 250 trainees from around the
nation.
Back to school cont. from pg. 1

Superintendent Tim Forson. “As I visited
schools it was wonderful to see the excitement of students as they entered the buildings eager to learn, engage with friends,
and get acquainted with their teachers.”
St. Johns County School District staff
will continue to monitor attendance
numbers, balance classrooms, and refine
bus routes throughout the coming weeks.
See more back to school photos on page 15.

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.

www.nemetzdental.com

Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

We offer
Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 • Adult Dentistry: (904) 886-4867

Life
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travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzles

Get to Know . . .

Reza Shafii
Reza Shafii came to the United
States from Iran in 1970, nine
years prior to the overthrow of
the Shah amidst the Iranian Revolution. “Iran is a
beautiful country with a
rich culture,” he said. “But
we knew the monarchy
was not the solution.” His
father always advised his
six children to get a good
education and then leave.
Five of the six children did
just that, with Reza earning
a degree in architecture from
the University of Michigan.
His career included designing
hotels for Marriott in Texas and
Maryland. He and his wife Barbara
now live in St. Johns Golf and Country Club and live an active lifestyle.
Reza is a pickleball enthusiast and
advocate; he calls the sport “fascinating
and humbling.”
Q: How did you meet your wife?
A: We met playing tennis in Michigan.
We’ve been married for 42 years, but
I always say we’ve been married for
50 years, counting the eight years we
dated. We waited the eight years to
get married because I wanted to buy
a house and have my savings in order
first. I always say, you should plan it,
wait patiently for it, and then achieve
it.
Q: When and why did you move to
Florida?
A: We moved to Florida three years
ago, because our daughter and grandchildren moved here four years ago.
Our daughter, who has two Masters
degrees, works in administration at
Palencia Elementary School. We have
two grandchildren, ages five and two;
I think my job as a grandparent is to

Braille cont. from pg. 1
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

from Amazon. My wife said, “You’ve
never played pickleball before —
how do you know you will like
it?” That same year, I played
at the 2016 National
Senior Olympics in
Maryland and won the
silver medal in mixed
doubles and the gold
medal in singles.

$591,000 in donated value (based on
the University of Maryland economic
impact calculator.)
The 2021 – 22 class of braille volunteers
is forming now. It is open to both men
and women of all faiths. An introductory meeting will be held at 10 a.m.
on Thursday, Sept. 23 at Congregation
Ahavath Chesed/The Temple, 8727 San
Jose Blvd. Braille classes will start on
Sept. 30 and continue every Thursday
from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. This is a
nine-month program on transcribing
text into braille, or converting illustrations into tactile graphics.

Q: Why would
you recommend
pickleball?
Course materials are provided to
A: It is the most
the volunteers at no cost. While no
fascinating and
computer is needed for tactile graphhumbling game
ics, braille transcribers must have
with the best social
their own Windows computer. Course
interaction you can
graduates can go on to be certified as
find. I have always been
braille transcribers by the US Library
athletic and have played
of Congress.
soccer, tennis, golf and
skiing. But with pickleball,
For more information, contact Pam
once you start, you don’t want
Wiker at (904) 610-6733 or wikerpl@
to quit. I play three days a week
gmail.com; Holly Cleveland at (904)
Photo courtesy Reza Shafii
and I also golf three times a week.
463-0357 or holly.cleveland@att.net;
Reza Shafii in front of one of the oil paintings he painted.
I highly recommend pickleball,
or Nancy Cohen at (248) 250-2406 or
especially for retirees in Florida.
r4cohen@gmail.com.
teach them to be responsible and comIt’s a great way to meet people
passionate.
and leads to more social interaction,
like maybe potluck suppers. Also, it
Q: What do you like about living in
Setting a
standard.
enhances good health — being active
St. Johns County?
helps prevent many things like arthritis
A: It really doesn’t matter where you
and Alzheimer’s.
live — you have to make the best of
Doug Nunnery
it. You have to quickly learn to adapt
Q: What do you enjoy doing in your
REALTOR®
and adjust. It was hard at first, because
spare time?
DougNunneryRealtor.com
I had so many friends and colleagues
doug.nunnery@floridanetworkrealty.com
A: I love to do things outside; where
in Maryland, but soon I got to know
else but Florida can you wear shorts
Doug Nunnery
my neighbors, I participated in activiand tee shirts
all year? I enjoy yard
REALTOR®
ties, and then I joined the Ponte Vedra
work andDougNunneryRealtor.com
my garden. I especially
Connect with me today to schedule your
YMCA to play pickleball.
love growing
citrus — navel oranges,
doug.nunnery@floridanetworkrealty.com
complimentary, no-obligation
Real Estate Review!
Meyer lemons, mandarin oranges and
Q: How did you get involved with
grapefruit — and I have even grown an
pickleball?
avocado from a seed.(904) 233-8731 (Mobile)
A: I had played tennis most of my life,
(904) 260-4300 (Office)
(904) 292-2060 (Fax)
but after I hurt my knee in 2016, a
friend called me and recommended
Get to Know . 11576
. . San Jose Boulevard
pickleball. I immediately went to
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Interested in being featured? Email Martie
YouTube and learned all the details and
Thompson at editor@FloridaNewsLine.com
technical aspects. I ordered a paddle
Cell: (904) 233-8731

new

A member of the franchise system of BHH
Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Offer expires 9/30/21.
No cash value. Dine-In and Take-Out only. One coupon per Customer.
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Puzzles

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

Community Marketplace

Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates
Elegant Earth Solutions

Contact us for FREE Water Test

COMPLETE LAWN MAINTENANCE

• Water Softener
• Cartridge Filtration
• Media Rebeds
• Reverse Osmosis
• Aeration/Oxidation
• Chemical Feed
• UV Sterilization

- Mowing, edging - Hedge and bush trimming
- Weeding - Mulching
Police, and Fire.

28 Years experience!

Specializing in hassle free property maintenance
References upon request.
See my Google listing for the five star reviews!
• Residential • Commercial •

Call today 904.238.8636
Chris Gell/Owner

ElegantEarthSolutionsLLC.com

Licensed & Insured

Jacksonville Crib Rentals

We Deliver Everything Except the Baby
● Cribs
● Car Seats
● Highchairs
● Pack-N-Plays
● Roll-Away Beds

TEXT or Call

904-287-1100

www.JaxCribRentals.com
rent@JaxCribRentals.com

● Wagons
● Baby Gates
● High Chairs
● Bouncy Chairs
● Toddler Beds
● Joggers
● Custom Orders

The Right Cleaners

We take care of your I.T.

so you can focus on your business

Serving St Johns and
Mandarin since 2003

904.287.2254
www.itpromise.com

Managed Services
Data Backup solutions
Security: Firewalls, Virus protection,
Email filtering
Business Continuity & Disaster
Recovery Planning
Website Development
Residential Services

House Cleaning Services
Prices starting at $80

(904) 207-5674

2013 Small Business Leader
of the Year Jax Chamber

singers through choral music education.

to Jacksonville, he was inspired by
Jacksonville’s arts community and its
potential.

As founding artistic director of the
Boston Children’s Chorus, Dailey
was able to begin and grow their
participation to nearly 300 in just
three years. After being recruited

“Jacksonville’s arts community is
incredibly collaborative and this drew
me to lead the Jacksonville Children’s
Chorus several years ago,” says Dailey. Upon entering an audition room,
children are first asked, “Do you love

Briefs cont. from pg. 1

www.gellsaquam.com

to sing?” Having children of his own,
Dailey understands how important
music education is for their development, and that the skills they take away
from The Chorus, along with their love
of singing, last a lifetime.
Through Dailey’s leadership, the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus programs
have expanded, serving thousands of

children across Northeast Florida and
reaching families internationally with
virtual outreach programs. He has introduced opportunities for young singers to perform with guest artists such
as Amy Grant, Kristen Chenoweth and
Audra McDonald, and even the chance
to perform internationally across Europe.
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THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE
NOT BEEN SCREENED BY THE
SOUTHEASTERN ADVERTISING
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
(SAPA); Therefore, any discrepancies thereof shall not
be the responsibility of the
aforementioned association.
Your publisher has agreed to
participate in this program
and run these ads as a service
to the Southeastern Advertising Publishers Association.

Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We
can help! Get a FREE debt relief
quote: Call 1-877-316-7129 (m)

AUTOMOBILES

Over $10K in debt? Be debt
free in 24-48 months. Pay
a fraction of what you owe.
A+ BBB rated. Call National
Debt Relief 866-949-0934.

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
BREAST CANCER! Help United
Breast Foundation education, prevention & support
programs. FAST FREE PICKUP
- 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-758-6966 (t)
CASH FOR CARS! We buy
all cars! Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t matter! Get
free towing and same day
cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-833-238-0340 (t)
DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation,
Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-855-972-5518 (m)
Donate your car, truck or van.
Help veterans find jobs or
start a business. Call Patriotic
Hearts Foundation. Fast, FREE
pick-up. Max tax-deduction.
Operators are standing by!
Call 1-833-909-0926 (m)
A-1DONATEYOURCAR,RUNNING
OR NOT!! FAST FREE PICKUP.
Maximum tax deduction. Support United Breast Cancer Fdn
programs. Your car donation
could save a life. 855-701-6346
Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398
A-1DONATEYOURCAR,RUNNING
OR NOT!! FAST FREE PICKUP.
Maximum tax deduction. Support United Breast Cancer Fdn
programs. Your car donation
could save a life. 855-701-6346
EDUCATION
Attention Active Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a new
career and earn your Degree
at CTI! Online Computer &
Medical training available for
Veterans & Families! To learn
more, call 844-545-4568 (t)
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the
skills to become a Computer
& Help Desk Professional now!
Grants and Scholarships available for certain programs for
qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 866-455-0151 (t)
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL BILLING! Become a
Medical Office Professional
online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in
months! Call 855-972-3288 (t)
Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical Office
Professional at CTI! Get trained
& certified to work in months!
888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)
Attention Active Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a new
career and earn your Degree
at CTI! Online Computer &
Medical training available
for Veterans & Families! To
learn more, call 833-970-3466
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL BILLING! Become a
Medical Office Professional
online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in
months! Call 866-717-8606
FINANCIAL
Credit Card Debt Relief! Reduce
payment by up to 50%! Get
one LOW affordable payment/
month. Reduce interest. Stop
calls. FREE no-obligation consultation Call 833-755-1695 (t)
¿Luchando con la deuda fiscal? ¡Resuelve su factura de
impuestos ahora! Detener las
acciones de colección negativas. Negociar pagos mensuales
asequibles. Llame a United
Tax Fix 1-855-620-9258 (m)
The COVID crisis has cost us
all something. Many have lost
jobs and financial security.
Have $10K In Debt? Credit Cards.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC.
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees cancelled
in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 844-405-1099 (m)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens &
audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax
debt FAST. Call 844-606-1554
(Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-5pm PST)
Credit Card Debt Relief! Reduce
payment by up to 50%! Get
one LOW affordable payment/
month. Reduce interest. Stop
calls. FREE no-obligation consultation Call 866-892-2773
Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness
Call 1-855-908-2440 Monday
through Friday 7AM-5PM PST (t)
Never Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Complete
Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY
RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2
FREE Months! 1-833-304-2083
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30
am to 8:00 pm Fri : 9:30 am to
2:00 pm (all times Eastern). (t)
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life Insurance! No
medical exam or health questions. Cash to help pay funeral
and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance
Company- 844-721-1875 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/flma (m)
HEALTH & MEDICAL
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance – NOT just a discount plan. Don’t wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-833-424-6043 www.dental50plus.com/cpf #6258 (m)
Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a fall
or wants to regain access to
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 1-844-994-1745 (m)
Life Alert. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home
and on the go. Mobile Pendant
with GPS. FREE First Aid Kit
(with subscription.) CALL 877354-1492 FREE Brochure. (m)
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?
You and Your Family May Be
Entitled to Significant Cash
Award. Call 1-855-635-9214
for Information. No Risk. No
Money Out of Pocket. (t)
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 855-397-7056 (m)
Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
American Heart Association.
Screenings can provide peace
of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to
schedule your screening. Special offer - 5 screenings for just
$149. Call 1-855-708-0597 (m)
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaranteed! 1-855-457-9751 (t)

plan. Get your free dental info
kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258
Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free
info kit. Call 877-929-9587
Stroke & Cardiovascular disease
are leading causes of death according to the AHA. Screenings
can provide peace of mind or
early detection! Call Life Line
Screening to schedule a screening. Special offer 5 screenings for $149. 1-833-549-4540
Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 mg blue pills or
Generic 20 mg yellow pills.
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H.
Guaranteed, no prescription
necessary. Call 855-398-1878
Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
American Heart Association.
Screenings can provide peace
of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for
just $149. Call 1-866-563-3640
Get Your Medical Marijuana
Card. Stop in for a sample of DBD
Bud. Stop taking dangerous
pain and Anxiety Pills with Toxic
side effects. 1-833-420-0421
Applying for Social Security
Disability or Appealing a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon
& Assoc. Our case managers
simplify the process & work
hard to help with your case.
Call 1-844-408-7325 FREE
Consultation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St
NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]
Attention: Oxygen Users!
Gain freedom with a Portable
Oxygen Concentrator! No
more heavy tanks and refills!
Guaranteed Lowest Prices!
Call the Oxygen Concentrator Store: 844-866-4793
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 877-266-9827
MISCELLANEOUS
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes
1 TB of data per month. Get
More For Your High-Speed
Internet Thing. Ask us how
to bundle and SAVE! Geo &
svc restrictions apply. Call us
today 1-877-568-5045. (m)
AT&T TV - The Best of Live &
On-Demand On All Your Favorite Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 12months.
Stream on 20 devices at once
in your home. HBO Max FREE
for 1 yr (w/CHOICE Package or
higher.) Call for more details today! (some restrictions apply)
Call IVS 1-866-460-1886 (m)
Become a published author! Publications sold at all
major secular & specialty
Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit. 1-844-293-6611 (m)
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production, Promotion and Distribution. Call
for your Free Author`s Guide
1-844-218-1247 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/florida (m)
Cable Price Increase Again?
Switch To DIRECTV & Save
+ get a $100 visa gift card!
Get More Channels For Less
Money. Restrictions apply.
Call Now! 1-855-773-0527 (t)

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888445-5928 Hablamos Español

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch your favorite live
sports, news & entertainment anywhere. One year of
HBO Max FREE. DirecTV is #1
in Customer Satisfaction (JD
Power & Assoc.) Call for more
details! (some restrictions apply) Call 1-844-335-2369 (m)

Dental insurance - Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company.
Covers 350 procedures. Real
insurance - not a discount

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & Get a FREE

We have Clinics STATEWIDE.
Medical Marijuana Clinics, call
today! Call 1-833-420-0421

$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice
Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices.
Call today! 1-855-895-7245 (m)
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo Expires
7/21/21. 1-855-340-3064 (t)
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $49.95/month
(for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 1-877-929-1176 (m)
Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-866-287-4769 (m)
High-Speed Internet. We instantly compare speed, pricing, availability to find the best
service for your needs. Starting
at $39.99/month! Quickly compare offers from top providers. Call 1-855-956-3567 (m)
HughesNet Satellite Internet
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data FREE OffPeak Data. FAST download
speeds. WiFi built in! FREE
Standard Installation for
lease customers! Limited
Time, Call 1-855-485-4101 (m)
4G LTE Home Internet Now
Available! Get GotW3 with
lightning fast speeds plus
take your service with you
when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-888-708-1498 (t)
The Generac PWRcell solar plus
battery storage system. Save
money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power
your home. Full installation
services. $0 down financing
option. Request free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785
GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during
power outages, so your home &
family stay safe & comfortable.
Prepare now. Free 7-yr extended
warranty $695 value! Request a
free quote today! Call for terms
& conditions. 1-844-334-8353
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule free LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490
Directv Now. No Satellite.
$40/mo 65 Channels. Stream
news, live events, sports & on
demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523
DISH TV $64.99 for 190 channels
+ $14.95 high speed internet.
Free installation, smart HD DVR
included, free voice remote.
Some restrictions apply. Promo
expires 1/21/22. 1-833-872-2545
New authors wanted! Page
Publishing will help selfpublish your book. Free
author submission kit!
Limited offer! 866-951-7214
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of
data/mo. Ask how to bundle
& SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 855-761-1725
HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 866-409-0308
Update your home with beautiful new blinds & shades. Free
in-home estimates make it
convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA.
Free consultation: 877-2127578. Ask about our specials!
Long distance moving: Call for
a free quote from America’s
Most Trusted Interstate Movers.
Let us take the stress out of
moving! Speak to a reloca-

tion specialist 888-721-2194
HughesNet - Finally, super-fast
internet no matter where you
live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo!
Unlimited Data is Here. Stream
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free
Installation. Call 866-499-0141
HughesNet Satellite Internet
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data FREE OffPeak Data. FAST download
speeds. WiFi built in! FREE
Standard Installation for
lease customers! Limited
Time, Call 1-855-942-3256
GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during
utility power outages, so your
home and family stay safe and
comfortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote
today! Call for additional terms
and conditions. 1-833-953-0224
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We
specialize in safe bathing. Grab
bars, no slip flooring & seated
showers. Call for a free in-home
consultation: 877-925-9682
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We
specialize in safe bathing. Grab
bars, no slip flooring & seated
showers. Call for a free in-home
consultation: 877-661-6587
Cable Price Increase Again?
Switch To DIRECTV & Save
+ get a $100 visa gift card!
Get More Channels For Less
Money. Restrictions apply. Call Now! 866-507-1326
EXPIRES SOON: Switch to DISH
+ get a 2 YEAR PRICE LOCK!!
Plus get Free Premium Channels for 3 mos. Free Installation
(up to 6 rooms)! 866-393-1134
Cross country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company,
out of state move $799 Long
Distance Movers. Get Free
quote on your Long distance move. 1-844-452-1706
Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home estimate
on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-855-404-2366
Credit Card Debt Relief! Reduce
payment by up to 50%! Get
one LOW affordable payment/
month. Reduce interest. Stop
calls. FREE no-obligation consultation Call 866-892-2773
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch your favorite live
sports, news & entertainment anywhere. One year
of HBO Max FREE. Directv is
#1 in Customer Satisfaction
(JD Power & Assoc.) Call for
more details! (some restrictions apply) Call 1-877-666-2821
The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare for
power outages and power
your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request
a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-913-2156

September 2021 Job Finder

Seeking a licensed Cosmetic Nurse Practitioner or Physician Assistant to join our establishedpremier dermatology practice with board certified dermatologists in Jacksonville, Florida.
State-of-the-art lasers and procedures. Send resumes to resumes@southsidedermatology.com.
Willie Jewell's Bar-B-Q (World Golf Village Area) has openings for kitchen cutters, line,
prep, and utility workers. Position includes base pay, tip sharing, bonuses, and employee discounts. Come by store for application/interview. 105 Murabella Parkway.
BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE
CALL US TODAY FOR

A FREE ESTIMATE

15 %

+

OFF

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

1-855-995-2490

10 %

OFF

+

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

5%

OFF

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

| Promo Number: 285

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Offer valid at time of estimate only 2The leading
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License#
128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ
License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration#
C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration#
H-19114

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-334-8353

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Are you at risk for stroke
or cardiovascular disease?
Call Life Line Screening at
866-563-3640
Special Offer for Readers
5 screening package for $149
your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request a
FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 1-855-706-0484 (m)
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power
during utility power outages, so your home and
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty
($695 value!). Request a
free quote today! Call for
additional terms and conditions. 1-855-708-4101 (m)

WANTED TO BUY
Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas interests. Send details to P.O.
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201
Reader Advisory: The National
Trade Association we belong
to has purchased the above
classifieds. Determining the
value of their service or product
is advised by this publication.
In order to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers
do not offer employment but
rather supply the readers with
manuals, directories and other

materials designed to help their
clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at
home. Under NO circumstance
should you send any money in
advance or give the client your
checking, license ID, or credit
card numbers. Also beware
of ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit and
note that if a credit repair company does business only over
the phone it is illegal to request
any money before delivering
its service. All funds are based
in US dollars. Toll free numbers
may or may not reach Canada.

First day of school for
St. Johns County

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 833-566-0676
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-888-927-8649
COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS
ON SITE provides FREE diagnosis REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE
DURING COVID19. No home
visit necessary. $40 OFF with
coupon 86407! Restrictions
apply. 1-855-993-4172) (t)

Photo courtesy Heidi Karl

Deputy Mincey, Julington Creek Elementary’s youth resource officer, was on hand
Photo courtesy Heidi Karl
for the first day of school, and will be at This student is ready to learn at Julington
the school every day.
Creek Elementary.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 833-957-0862 (t)
The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare for
power outages and power

Photo courtesy Katelyn Ostopick

Tocoi Creek’s SJSO resource officer, Joeff Alvarez, unveils his vehicle with its school
spirit wrap at the pep rally.
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Fishing

Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Captain David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.com

It's recovery time in the St. Johns River as
it continues to drain all the additional freshwater from heavy summer rains received
in the past weeks. Hopefully, we will finish
the summer with a little less rain and our
fishing season will finish where it started —
with a bang.
Shrimping continues to be slow, but has
steadily been improving. Good-sized
shrimp are now being caught easily enough
for bait, but five gallon buckets are happening with a little bit of searching. Doctor's
Lake and Mandarin Point seem to be the
best locations at this time. Don't be afraid
to try various depths, shallow and deep,
when trying to find them.

catching the tide at the right time a bigger
factor. Fishing through the tide changes
and waiting for the bite can sometimes
be more productive than changing spots.
Having to fish through the catfish and
stingrays to wait for the right bite is
usually a painful and boring process, but
often worth the wait. When you finally
find the bite at a certain tidal stage, more
than likely that same bite will be back at
that same spot, at the same stage of the
tide when you return the next trip.
As long as we still have shrimp in the
river, there is going to be a quality bite
to be found somewhere. With autumn
quickly approaching, we just need a little
less rain to finish this year's fishing season
with the bang it started with. Let’s hope
for the best.

The croaker bite has also continued to be
on the up, after a little bit of a slow down
following some of our heavy rainfall. Good
size croakers have been seemingly biting
more on the shallow side of sandbars and
points, rather than the deeper drop offs.
Most likely they are just following the
shrimp, and that is where the shrimp happen to be.

Fishing Report: Shrimp are the best right
now, as we are at what would be normally
the peak of the season. Reds around
docks and pilings, and croakers on sandbars or just off them. Sheepshead are a
good possibility this time of year around
docks and pilings.

Redfish are bothered less by the abundance
of the extra freshwater than some other
species of saltwater fish. Docks and pilings
should still be holding slot-sized reds, while
schooling reds have been running the
channels; unfortunately most are under
slot. Whether fishing docks on a jig head or
float rig, or the deeper holes with a bottom
rig, fresh caught, live, river shrimp should
be your bait of choice.

Whether you catch one, some, or none,
the family time spent fishing will last a
lifetime.
Email your Catch of the Month photo to
catchofthemonthpictures@gmail.com. Be
sure to include the name of the person(s) in
the photo, the name of the person who took
the photo, the type of fish and date and location of the catch. We will select a photo each
month for publication.

The recent slow down of the bite has made

Pantry Raiders
Healthy soup offers many
different benefits
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Food is a critical component of healthy
living, helping people to reduce their
risk for illnesses and even helping them
to overcome colds and other ailments.
The properties of soup, for example, can
chase away chills and offer other benefits. Soup is hydrating, and
the ingredients included in
the recipe may be able to
do everything from tame
coughs to reduce mucus to
boost the immune system.

1 ½ tsp. chili garlic puree or chili paste
with garlic
1 (12 oz.) package extra firm tofu,
cubed in bite size pieces
1 (16 oz.) can unsalted navy beans,
drained
¼ cup grated Romano cheese
Combine broth, collard greens, car-

This recipe for “Navy
Bean and Collard Greens
Soup” courtesy of John La
Puma, M.D., ChefMD,
includes collard greens.
When one chops or chews
collard greens, he or she
gets the powerful, helpful chemicals
isothiocyanates and indole-3-carbinol.
They can help the liver produce enzymes
that detoxify cancer-causing toxins in
the body. In addition, the soup includes
tofu, which will adopt the flavor of
other ingredients and add a form of lean
protein along with the beans.

rots, and chili garlic puree in a large
saucepan. Bring to a boil over high heat.
Reduce heat; cover and simmer 10 to
12 minutes or until greens are nearly
tender. Stir in tofu and beans; cover and
simmer 5 minutes or until vegetables
are tender. Ladle into shallow bowls; top
with cheese.

Navy Bean and Collard Greens Soup
Serves 4
3 cups vegetable broth
4 cups coarsely chopped stemmed collard greens, preferably organic (1 bunch
10 to 12 ounces)
1 ½ cup packaged julienned (matchstick) carrots

Tips: Great northern or cannellini beans
may replace the navy beans and Swiss
chard may replace the collard greens if
desired. Also, look for chili garlic puree
or chili paste with garlic in the ethnic
section of the supermarket. Because the
beans are unsalted, there is no need to
rinse them before adding to the soup.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Navy Bean and Collard Greens Soup

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.

www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672
Call for a no cost consultation

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.
Nina McIntosh, PA-C, Jaime Kibler, DO, Donald J. Levine, MD,
Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios, PA-C, are dedicated to your
family’s health through every stage of life. They offer you and your family
a medical home, where you can enjoy an ongoing relationship with your
personal physician. Convenient. Caring. Connected. That’s changing health
care for good.
Areas of expertise include:
•
•
•
•

Sports/school physicals
Immunizations
Well child visits
Preventive/GYN exams

•
•
•
•

Disease management
Minor skin lesion and mole removal
Osteopathic treatment
On-site lab

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.
Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
1400 Bishop Estates Road • St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.2794
baptistprimarycare.net

Now Hiring Seasonal Tax Pros
H&R Block
2849 CR210 West,
Saint Johns, FL 32259
(904) 230-8080
© Baptist Health 2021
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Gardening
I feel as if I’ve taken a break from
gardening now that my main activity
is tending the new native plant bed —
our insect haven or insectary — in our
front yard. A gentle amble around to
check for any wayward weeds, testing
the soil moisture around the plants
when we’ve had too little rain ... it’s
really not arduous, even in the heat of
summer.
Of course, that’s not the whole story.
The okra plants are dropping leaves,
but two of them are branching out
from low down, so I’ll cut off the
main stems and hope those new
shoots will fill out and keep producing. There are aphids on some of the
buds and leaves, but there’s also a
ladybug or two around, and I’m hoping they will keep the aphids in check,
along with some squishing and hard
sprays of water.
I’ve disposed of our tomato plants,
which were no longer looking promising. (There were some green fruits left
on the vines, so my husband made
some green tomato chutney.) The chili
plants are still doing well, and while
the sweet pepper plants aren’t producing right now, having been shaded out
by the tomatoes, they do have some
tiny flower buds. I find it hard to
decide when to discard plants that are
past their best, and unless they really
decline after some TLC, I will probably let them hang on until I need to
prepare the beds for our cool season
crops.
The rest of the yard is still burgeoning — busting at the seams with green
growth — with shrubs and vines
threatening to overtake paths and
spaces they don’t deserve. This is a
problem currently, as the city is struggling to collect yard waste regularly,
and our street is often lined with containers and plastic sacks full of debris.
Yards hereabouts are modest in size
and it’s not always practical to compost every last bit of plant material, so
the city service is invaluable.
Happily, we are not in drought, and
NOAA doesn’t predict drought conditions in the months up to October;
however, we can expect higher than
average summer temperatures, which

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

A summer hiatus and forward planning
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Family Ow
ne
and Opera d
ted
since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME
Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

sadly seems to be the norm nowadays.
If you would like more details, check
out the NOAA Climate Prediction
Center, at https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.
gov/.
Being aware of longer-range forecasts
can help in planning when to plant
cool season vegetables. Lettuces, for
example, are notorious for bolting
quickly in the heat so an early direct
sowing would be pointless; however,
sowing in more controlled conditions
can overcome this problem, but it
means setting up an indoor growing
area for seedlings, either on a very
sunny windowsill or under a grow
light. Germinating seeds can be easily
monitored until they sprout, and then
moved to the light right away. They
may need potting into larger containers, depending on how you start them,
to be planted out when the weather is
just right. (See the Florida Vegetable
Gardening Guide, https://tinyurl.
com/86m742yb.)
If you have tender perennials or
shrubs you are fond of, now could be
a good time to take cuttings to root
in case they are lost over winter. This
isn’t as hard as it may seem, and I encourage you to check out this publication: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/MG108. If you have a desire for
native perennials that are sometimes
hard to come by, autumn is the most
natural time to start some seeds. The
Florida Wildflower Cooperative has
some useful information about timing (https://tinyurl.com/s27ajryj), as
well as seeds for sale (https://tinyurl.
com/4bkfrukx).
For more information on what to do
this month in your yard and garden,
check out the “North Florida Gardening Calendar” (https://tinyurl.com/
efxxfczr) and “A New Leaf – Yard and
Garden” newsletter (https://tinyurl.
com/4zpx4c5x), both of which are
particularly useful locally. I also highly
recommend the “Neighborhood Gardener” (https://tinyurl.com/4jcn8ryy),
which includes a calendar of events
from around the state, many of which
are presented online. That should
be enough to get you through for a
while. Stay cool!

• Water Softners & Filtration Systems
• Service on most makes and models
• Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

License #W-32

3760 Kori Road • www.affordablewaterjax.com

YOUR TIME TO SHINE
Nestled on the sprawling 40-acre River Garden
campus, members of The Coves enjoy a lively
environment that offers comfort, safety and
maintenance-free living. With access to superior
amenities and services, you can enjoy the lifestyle
you deserve.
One-Bedroom Apartments Available Now
NO “BUY-IN” REQUIRED



 


   

We make
advertising easy …
Call today!



Visit www.RiverGarden.org/TheCoves
or call (904) 292.2683 to schedule your
tour of The Coves today!

  
   
RGSS-21-001 4.9 x 7.75 PV Newsline

4C

Line September 2021

Page 18 | The Creek

Travel

Escape to the Mountains:
Blue Ridge, Georgia

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

The railroad's arrival in 1886 brought
the sleepy little town of Blue Ridge, Ga.,
to life. Located about 90 minutes north
of Atlanta, Blue Ridge continued to
grow and today, the gem offers refined
yet rustic appeal. It's a welcoming place
for a getaway to a cabin in the woods or
a luxury downtown condo.
Over the years, railroad traffic decreased,
so the city decided to save the train. Blue
Ridge's own Scenic Railway makes just
one run a day. The hour-long trip takes
passengers to the developing river-town
of McCaysville. Adults love riding in
vintage cars, but kids prefer the open-air
ones. The tracks run through the Chattahoochee National Forest and alongside
the Toccoa River, where you'll likely see
fishermen and people tubing along.

Open air cars on the Blue Ridge Scenic Railroad.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Mountain view from Mercier Orchards.

Before the train returns, passengers enjoy lunch and shopping in McCaysville
and the adjacent town, Copperhill,
Tenn. Be sure to take a quirky photo
straddling the Georgia/Tennessee state
line.
Fly fishing reigns big in Blue
Ridge, the Trout Capital of the
state. Coldwater streams provide
ideal conditions for the fish. The catch
and release rules help sustain the environment. If you need equipment or a fly
fishing lesson, stop by Cohutta Outfitters. I did and signed up for a guided
session that even included waders. My
pro soon had me casting a line in an
idyllic mountain stream.
In 1930, Blue Ridge acquired a lake
when the dam was built for hydropower.
You'll find a mix of log cabins and luxury homes overlooking the 11-mile long
crystal clear beauty. Many make popular
vacation rentals while the marina offers
pontoon boat rentals, ideal for cruising with family and friends. For a more
energetic outing, rent a kayak or canoe.
Hikers and bikers take to the mountains
on more than 300 miles of trails. The

The author goes fly fishing.

North Georgia area features 16 photoworthy waterfalls.
For the visitor desiring some pampering,
look no further than the Serenity Spa.
The owners designed the complex to incorporate the log cabin look — but they
offer the latest treatments and products.
You can even reserve a massage in one of
their treehouse rooms.
An actual vacation means dining out,
and Blue Ridge presents plenty of options. Pick from casual, down-home eateries to white tablecloth gourmet meals.
Try the Fightingtown Tavern or Masseria Kitchen and Bar for casual dining.
A gala evening might start with cocktails
overlooking downtown from the new
Hampton Inn rooftop bar. Then walk
to indulge in a luscious repast at Black

The river town of McCaysville.

Sheep and perhaps an after dinner drink
at Whiskey and Water.
Fun afternoons and evenings call for a
stop into Grumpy Old Men, an authentic local brewery and hangout. Those
who prefer wine can check out the
lovely grounds of Bear Claw or Serenberry Vineyards. Shopping on Main
Street brings surprises you don't find in
chain stores. Look for country furniture
and accessories, outdoor attire, boutique
clothing, art galleries, antiques, and
specialty gift shops.
Entertainment beyond the ordinary
includes a pinball arcade, the nearby
Bigfoot Museum (seriously), or a chance
to drive a tank at Tank Town. (I went

on my first visit to Blue Ridge, and it
remains an often talked about memory.)
You might consider visiting recused
research chimps in their retirement village at Project Chimps or pick apples at
Mercier Orchards.
Seriously, if all that isn't enough, just
grab a cup of coffee or glass of wine, and
sit on a porch and rock. Blue Ridge lets
you escape but won't let you be bored.
Get a free trip app at Visit Blue Ridge,
GA. The drive from Jacksonville to Blue
Ridge is about seven hours.
Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories
and travel tips.
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Retire in style at Starling!
Our residents are unique – and so are their lives. Starling’s
senior living communities offer a range of retirement lifestyles
that will keep you active, social and feeling right at home.
Whether you’re sampling the gourmet dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby,
Starling is all about what matters: embracing life with friends,

“I like everything about it.
Every single thing!”
- Jerry

family and community.

Luxury senior living is just a call away.

Independent Living
904.299.8188
885 Crosswater Pkwy
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
Assisted Living & Memory Care
904.513.0727
999 Crosswater Pkwy
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

StarlingLiving.com | Assisted Living Facility #13109 | Follow us on Facebook
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Now Open!

2560 US Highway 1 S.
St Augustine, FL 32086
904- 203-1390
5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

500 SR 13 N.
Behind McDonald's,
Next to Primrose
904-217-7326

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923

2430 Blanding Blvd
904-267-1900

3575 US Highway 17
904-458-4997

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

Come see us before your next road trip!
$25 OFF
$50 OR MORE PURCHASE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes oil change.

$50 OFF
ANY SET OF TIRES
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$30 OFF
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$5 OFF
ANY OIL CHANGE

“Servicing Every Customer Like
They’re FAMOUS!”

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$24.99
CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE

Let Famous Automotive Professionals
give you a 5-Star Service.

HAVANA MEDIA GROUP
904-447-5021
www.havanamediagroup.com

Linda Gay

Call Me!

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

Your Digital Marketing Mentor

Hip or knee pain?

If you have any of these symptoms,
you could be making your hip or
knee worse by waiting:
1 Unable to maintain an active lifestyle

5 symptoms you shouldn’t ignore

2 Pain that gets worse at night and

You like to stay active, but sometimes hip or knee pain gets in the way. How
do you know when it’s time to see a doctor?

3 Catching, popping or locking

The experts at Jacksonville Orthopaedic Institute (JOI) offer innovative new
options to relieve your pain and get you back to doing the things you love.

5 Swelling

interferes with sleep

4 Difficulty putting on shoes and socks

Why live with hip or knee pain?
Schedule an appointment today.

904-JOI-2000 (564-2000)
hipkneejax.com
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