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Creekside brings home first girls’ soccer state title
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

The Creekside girls’ soccer team defeated Cypress Bay at the FHSAA Class 7A
State Championships in Deland on Feb.
25 to earn its first state title. According
to the team’s head coach, Joe Soto, the
team had a good regular season in terms
of results, but really came together as a
team late in the season — which served
them well in the playoffs.
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Darious Williams at Super Bowl LVI as a member of
the LA Rams.

Hometown
football player
earns Super
Bowl ring
By Gary Lawrence
mail@floridanewsline.com

The road to the NFL for 70 percent
of players begins in Pop Warner. It
is here that many a young person
has learned the fundamentals of the
game and focused on making it all
the way to the National Football
League. Darious Williams is but one
of those young men who set his sights
on making it to the NFL — and the
journey was not always an easy one.
The road had its share of obstacles
and challenges but Darious never lost
sight of his dream.

“They wanted this one badly,” he said.
“I’m so proud of how they rallied
around each other and got what they
deserved.”
Soto isn’t the only one who noticed the
building of the team’s camaraderie during the season. Sophomore midfielder
Lily Pierce said her favorite part of being
on the team this year was being a part of
the special bond all of the players had.
“This season we all came together and
were playing for us as a whole rather
than our individual selves, which created
an amazing atmosphere that everyone
could feel every time we took the field,”
she said.
Soto, in his first year as head coach at
Creekside, was formerly an assistant
coach at Bartram Trail and was with that
team for two previous state championships. Soto said that given the proximity
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The Creekside Knights girls’ soccer team after its state championship victory.

of the two schools, the players on both
teams know each other well and in fact
often play club soccer together.
This year, Creekside had lost to Bartram
Trail in the regular season and also in
the District finals game. Fortunately, as
the number two team in the district, the
Knights still advanced to the Regionals — where they had to play the Bears
again in the semifinals.
“We knew the game against Bartram
would be our toughest game,” Soto said.
“Our team played so unbelievably hard.

Born the son of a Navy man, Williams
has lived all across the United States,

Skye Turnbelty, Chloe Iliff, and Lily Pierce.
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After that, it was a win against Lake
Brantley in the Regional finals and then
a trip to the state final four. First, they
won a home game against Palm Harbor
University (high school) before the state
championship win against Cypress Bay.
Avery Robinson, a sophomore center
midfielder who scored two of the three
goals in the championship victory, credited her teammates for the success.
“I think I helped the team win the state
championship by creating chances and
finishing them,” Robinson said, “but
honestly, I couldn’t have scored the goals
without my teammates. All the goals
I’ve scored this season have just been a
product of my amazing teammates.”
Soto believes that the team’s success this
year was his philosophy of hard work at
practice, but then giving the players the
freedom to play during games. Despite
a rough patch during the regular season, the team rallied and put the work
in, especially after the loss to Bartram
in the District final.

Hometown football player cont. on pg. 2
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They outplayed Bartram, the two-time
defending state champs, and won 3 – 2.”

“That was a turning point,” Soto said.
“I’m so impressed with the way they
came together. We always knew they
Sisters Avery Robinson and Brenna Robinson. had the talent.”

Retire With A Purpose™
O: 904.253.7600 | F: 904.253.7601
13241 Bartram Park Blvd. Building 900
Jacksonville, FL 32258

NuVentureFinancialGroup.com
Find us on

NuVenture Financial Group is an independent financial services firm that utilizes a variety of investment and insurance products. Investment advisory services offered only by duly registered individuals through AE Wealth Management, LLC (AEWM). AEWM and NuVenture Financial Group are not affiliated companies. 00837541 03/21
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Easter Worship
Shepherd of the Woods
Lutheran Church & School
Easter Worship

Saturday, April 16th
In-person 5:30 pm
Sunday, April 17th
In-person 6:30 am - 8:30 am -10:30 am
Drive-in 9:30 am
Also providing Palm Sunday and Holy Week
Services visit www.sotwjax.com

Briefs
St. Johns County Commissioners vote to
place proposed sales tax on November
ballot
At the March 15 commission meeting, the
St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners voted 4 to 1 to send to referendum a proposed one-penny sales tax
ordinance for voter approval on Nov. 8,
2022. Before election day, an independent
certified public accountant will conduct an
audit to examine several key factors. Those
factors include the economy, efficiency
and effectiveness of the program and how
the program will accomplish goals and objectives. The audit report will be available
to the public 60 days before election day.
Should more than 50 percent of voters
approve the proposed ordinance, the sales
tax increase will begin for 10 years on Jan.
1, 2023. The proposed increase would
take St. Johns County’s sales tax from 6.5
Hometown football player cont. from pg. 1

Southside/Baymeadows
7860 Southside Blvd - Jacksonville, Florida

904.641.8385
www.SOTWjax.com

which in itself creates challenges as he
never knew when it would be time to
move. But as fortune would have it, his
family settled in St. Johns, building their
retirement home in Julington Creek. This
gave Williams the opportunity to attend
Bartram Trail High School his freshman
year before transferring to the newly
opened Creekside High School the following year. It was at Creekside that he played
basketball, ran track and played football.
Upon graduating from Creekside he
went on to play one season of Division 3
football at Marietta College in Ohio. The
following year he enrolled at the Univer-

percent to 7.5 percent of the sale of goods
and services. For taxable personal property,
the additional one-penny sales tax would
only be collected on the first $5,000. The
additional sales tax would not apply to certain groceries, prescription drugs, medical
products and supplies, or other goods and
services exempt from taxation.
St. Johns County has developed a Frequently Asked Questions page regarding
the proposed surtax increase. Visit http://
sjcfl.us/media/Surtax-FAQ.pdf for more
information.
St. Johns County changes Hurricane
Evacuation Zones
St. Johns County’s hurricane evacuation
zones have been updated as a result of data
improvements by the National Hurricane
Center. The new zones are effective immediately. Those living in coastal, watersity of Alabama at Birmingham and was
turned down after trying to join the football team as a walk-on. Some might have
given up on their dream at this point
but not Williams; the following year he
again tried out as a walk-on and was accepted onto the team. Midway through
the season he was awarded a scholarship.
Once again, his dream took a detour —
UAB dropped football the following year.
It wasn’t until 2015 when UAB brought
back the program and Williams resumed
his football career. During the next two
seasons with the Blazers he played in
25 games and had 73 tackles, 26 passes
defended, and six interceptions. He was
named first team All Conference USA

front, and low-lying areas will see the most
significant changes.
In preparation for the Atlantic Hurricane
Season that begins June 1, residents and
business owners are encouraged to review
the updated map to determine changes to
their evacuation zones by visiting https://
www.gis.sjcfl.us/MYEZ/MYEZ.html. The
county’s “My Evacuation Zone” website
provides evacuation zone information for
St. Johns County addresses. Residents
should take this opportunity to also familiarize themselves with appropriate evacuation routes.
There’s a difference between evacuation
zones and evacuation routes, and the
new zone changes do not affect residents’
evacuation route. Additionally, the evacuation zone does not impact FEMA Flood
Briefs cont. on pg. 18

and first-team All-American in 2017 with
50 tackles, 15 passes broken up and five
interceptions.
After college he went undrafted, but was
picked up as an undrafted free agent
with the Baltimore Ravens. He played
there until 2018 when he was claimed
off waivers by the LA Rams — where
he has played all the way to Super Bowl
LVI. His family, neighbors, and friends
can’t wait to see that Super Bowl Championship ring.
[Editor’s Note: Darious Williams was
signed in free agency by the Jacksonville
Jaguars, Williams’ hometown team, on
March 16.]

RECOGNIZED REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

FORBES MAGAZINE
(3 TIMES)

FORTUNE MAGAZINE

THE TAYLOR TEAM

(2 TIMES)

WE HAVE PERSONALLY SOLD $175 MILLION IN
REAL ESTATE WITH OVER $9.1 MILLION ALREADY SOLD
OR UNDER CONTRACT IN 2022!
Kari Francom

Patti Taylor

Adam Taylor

PREMIER HOMES REALTY, INC.
Michael K. Taylor, Broker, GRI, BPOR, SFR
(904) 214-4780
MikeTaylor@PremierHomesRealty.net
Tari J. Taylor, Realtor, BPOR, SFR
(904) 449-1855
TariTaylor@PremierHomesRealty.net

IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT LISTING, WE ARE
SERIOUS ABOUT SELLING!

THIS IS A GREAT TIME TO SELL!
We will list and sell your home for ONLY 4% total commission.
If we bring the buyer we will DROP the commission
to ONLY 3% total commission.
Broker is a member of the Northeast Florida Association of Realtors and the St Johns County Board of Realtors.

Property Management Services: Own a home, but not ready to sell? Call us about our Property Management Services. We will list your rental home for ONLY 50% of the
first month’s rent. We will then manage your home for ONLY 10% of the monthly rent. Both Landlord and Tenant are given access to our online property management
system for convenient access to monthly reports.

PREMIERHOMESREALTY.NET

* This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list your home if it is currently listed with a realtor.
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Bookkeeper
Emily Whitehead
Accounting@FloridaNewsLine.com

Favorite Activity:
Chasing squirrels and other small animals

Social Media
SocialMedia@FloridaNewsLine.com

Favorite Treat:
Peanut Butter and popcorn
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Linda Gay
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How our BFF got his name:
We anticipated him to be a fast runner!

Rebecca Thomson
Rebecca@FloridaNewsLine.com
(724) 968-7602 cell
The CreekLine Community Newspaper is a free monthly
publication distributed via mail to all addresses in Zip Codes
32259 and selected routes in 32092 and 32095. Submission
of articles and photographs are received by mail or
email, although email to editor@FloridaNewsLine.com is
preferred. The writers’ opinions do not necessarily reflect the
opinion of Florida NewsLine. Advertising Rates are available
by request. Florida NewsLine is not responsible for
advertisement content or accuracy of information provided
by its advertisers Nor does Florida NewsLine endorse any
of the products or services included in this publication.
Florida NewsLine reserves the right to refuse advertisement
or copy from any advertiser. All rights are reserved and no
portion of this publication may be copied without the express
written consent of the publisher. ©2022.

of the month

4 What’s Happening in St. Johns
8 Q&A with Beverly Slough
Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions above
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.
Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

When you advertise you encourage repeat
business, create traffic and attract new customers!
Don’t miss the May issue
Featuring our Summer Camps and Activities Guide
Deadline 4/19/22

11 St. Johns Business Monthly
16 PopHistory
21 Fishing
22 Gardening
23 Travel

Call Linda Gay 607-5062
to reserve your advertising space!

MYSTERY PHOTO
Answers: A. mower B. weeds C. fertilize D. landscape

to our

Can you guess where this is?
Cananswer
you guess
where this is?
Submit your
to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Submit your answer to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the flagpole at Veterans Park.
OurMystery
winnerPhoto
was Chris
Navarro. Congratulations!
Last month’s
was Beluthahatchee,
the former home of
Stetson Kennedy. Our winner was Karen Roumillat. Congratulations!

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

PG 18
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME
Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.
• Water Softners & Filtration Systems
• Service on most makes and models
• Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

4/30/2022

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

License #W-32

3760 Kori Road • www.affordablewaterjax.com
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Playing HOOKie, a group for those
who enjoy knitting, crocheting and
looming (with all items donated to
charity) meets every Wednesday from
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at the outside eating
area at Belgian Sweet House Bistro,
12276 San Jose Blvd. (next to Harbor
Chase). Visit the group’s Facebook
page (Playing HOOKie) or email
playinghookie31@gmail.com for more
information.

What’s Happening in St. Johns

annual fundraising spring plant sale
on April 8 and 9, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. at
3125 Agricultural Center Drive in St. Augustine. Cash or check only. Call (904)
209-0430 for more information.

and Rep. Paul Renner. Email info@
sjcroundtable.org to register for the
meeting or visit www.sjcroundtable.
org for more information about the St.
Johns County Civic Roundtable.

North St. Johns offers a wide variety
of activities, including smaller lunch
groups, wine socials, golf, Mah Jongg,
holiday parties, day trips and cultural
events.

9th:

12th:

22nd:

The 16th annual Bartram
Bash will be held on
Saturday, April 9 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
at Alpine Groves Park, 2060 State Road
13. This community event hosted by St.
Johns County Parks and Recreation is
Honeybee Quilters Guild fun for the entire family. There will be
will meet on Tuesday, April historical interpretive performances of
5 at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian William Bartram by Mike Adams and
Church in the Loft on the County Dock Native American performer Sawgrass.
Road side of the church at 2501 Loretto Musical guest Tommy Bledsoe will perRoad. Dawn Burns, owner of the new
form and there will be local vendors,
local store Tilted Quilter, will be preeducators, and tours of the Harrissenting. Wearing masks is encouraged. Bennett House.
New members/guests welcome. Visit
The Jacksonville Camera
honeybeequilters.org for more inforClub plans an outing to
mation.
Paynes Prairie State Park in Gainesville
on April 9. Visit jax.jaxcameraclub.com
St. Johns County will
for more information.
host an Open House
regarding the planned public library
Time Out Florida, with
in World Golf Village on Thursday,
special feature Charlyn
April 7 from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. at Pacetti
Thomasson and guest speaker Kelly
Bay Middle School, 245 Meadowlark
Stigliano, will be held on Saturday,
Lane. Staff from St. Johns County
Public Works and the St. Johns County April 9 from 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at
Public Library System will be available Renaissance Hotel World Golf Village.
to answer questions and share details The cost for the program is $25 and
includes brunch. RSVP by April 2 to Jo
about this future asset No action will
(904) 860-4008 or jo.swallow@combe taken during the open house.
cast.net. This program is presented by
The Jacksonville Camera St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra, Jacksonville
Women’s Connection, affiliated with
Club will meet on April
Stonecroft.org.
7 (print contest results) and April 21
(digital contest results) from 7 p.m. – 9
The St. Johns County
p.m. at Shepherd of the Woods SouthCivic Roundtable will
side, 7860 Southside Blvd. Visit jax.
meet
on
Monday,
April 11 at 12 p.m. via
jaxcameraclub.com for more informaZoom. The meeting will feature the
tion.
annual State Legislative Delegation
report on the outcomes of the latest
UF/IFAS
legislative session and invitations to
Extension
attend have been extended to Sen.
St. Johns County Master Gardener
Travis Hutson, Rep. Cyndi Stevenson,
Volunteer Program is holding its

5th:

9th:

7th:

Community Calendar

9th:

7th:

11th:

8th, 9th:

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.

The Bartram Trail
Newcomers’ and
Women’s Club will hold its meeting
and luncheon on Tuesday, April 12 at 11
a.m. at the St. Johns Golf and Country
Club, 205 St. Johns Golf Drive off County
Road 210. Doors will open at 10:30 a.m.
Attendees are asked to dress in an
Easter bonnet and enter the contest for
Most Elaborate, Most Funny, and Most
Creative. There will be a dice game of
Left Center Right, and $3 is needed to
play. The cost of the luncheon is $23.
Make checks payable to BTNC and mail
to Deborah Russell, 12376 Fireberry Ct.,
Jacksonville, FL 32258. Payment must
be received no later than April 7, 2022,
no exceptions. Be sure to indicate
entrée choice on the check memo line.
Visit www.facebook.com/BTNC1 for
food choices and updated information.

18th:

The All Star Quilters
Guild will meet at 10
a.m. on Monday, April 18 at the First
Christian Church, 11924 San Jose
Blvd. The program is “The Big Stitch”
presented by Linda Hungerford. Sew
and Tell is always a feature. Guests are
welcome. Visit www.allstarquilters.org
for more information.

19th:

The Newcomers of
North St. Johns will
host a meeting and luncheon on Tuesday, April 19 beginning at 11:15 a.m. at
Al Dente’s Ristorante Italiano, 90 Shops
Blvd. in St. Johns. The event features
games of bingo after lunch and great
prizes. The cost for the luncheon
and program is $35 for members. All
reservations must be received by April
8. Contact Sue Aird at sjaird@comcast.
net to register. The Newcomers of

The Northeast
Florida Chapter of
Sisters in Crime presents Michael
Wiley, Shamus Award-nominated
author who will discuss “Writing Killer
Dialogue” at the Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library, 101 Library Blvd. (FOL
Room), at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, April
2, 2022. Bring your coffee and bring a
friend. The group welcomes misters
and sisters to learn more about writing,
promoting, and enjoying crime fiction.
Visit www.nefloridasistersincrime.org
for more information.

23rd:

Herbal Medicine from
the Garden will be
offered on April 23 at 10 a.m. Attendees
will learn about traditionally used
herbs to promote wellness and health
as well as how to create their own
tinctures, teas, and salves. Included
are guides, plant identification, lecture
and herbal snacks. Pre registration
is required via phone or text: (386)
972-1891.

29th, 30th:

Mandarin
Garden Club will hold its annual
Plant Sale on Friday, April 29 and
Saturday, April 30 from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
on both days. A huge variety of low
cost, high quality plants and hanging
baskets will be offered for sale. Master
Gardeners will be available to answer
your gardening questions. Cash only
is accepted. The event features free
parking and admission. The Masons’
“Famous” Barbeque lunch will be for
sale both days. The Mandarin Garden
Club is located at 2892 Loretto Road.
Visit mandaringardenclub.org for more
information.

www.nemetzdental.com

Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

We offer
Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 • Adult Dentistry: (904) 886-4867

QA
&

Line April 2022 | Page 5

The Creek

with St. Johns County Commission Vice
Chairman Christian Whitehurst, District 1

Q: Can you give an update on the
Board of County Commissioners’
plan to divide the funds allocated by
the American Rescue Plan Act to St.
Johns County?
A: In total, we received around $50
million from this one-time federal
funding source. Phase One of those
funds are already committed and at our
board meeting yesterday [March 15] we
planned to allocate $20 million in Phase
Two funding. One proposed allocation
was $6 million to upgrade the county’s
Enterprise Resource Planning System,
an extremely antiquated internal system
for our employees that includes things
like time sheets (which are still paper)
and provides other general efficiencies
for our employees as they respond to
our county’s residents.
After more than an hour and a half of
public comment, much of it from our
area’s non-profits, Chairman Henry
Dean recommended that we pull the
$6 million for this upgrade and mull it
over for a couple of weeks. So, we are
going to have an ongoing conversation
on the best way to spend these funds
to the benefit of St. Johns County. We
ended up allocating just $14 million of
the $20 million at this meeting. There is
still about $28 million in funding that is
uncommitted.
Q: What can you tell us about the
funding that St. Johns County was
allocated by the Florida Legislature in
its recent session?
A: We have learned that the Florida
Legislature allocated $54 million to St.
Johns County out of the state budget.
I’ve been told that this is the largest
amount ever allocated to our county
to address infrastructure needs. It still
needs to be signed by the governor
and is subject to his line item veto, but
I think this is a signal that the state
legislature sees the needs we have in St.

Now offering



Johns County. I would like to thank our
legislators for bringing this money home
to our county.
Q: Yesterday’s board meeting also contained the second and final reading of
the proposed one cent local sales tax.
Can you comment on that?
A: I think our chairman, Commissioner
Dean, said it best when he said we could
do one of three things: we could raise
property taxes; we could put a sales tax
on the referendum and let the people of
St. Johns County make the decision to
address our infrastructure needs sooner;
or we could kick the can down the road
as previous commissions have done. The
truth is that our infrastructure funding needs keep increasing. The number
never comes down. We simply don’t
have enough money to meet the needs
of this growing county.
Q: Are there any other options like
raising impact fees or what about the
$54 million just awarded by the state
legislature?
A: One thing that was discussed during
the potential sales tax conversations over
the past few weeks involves impact fees.
I learned that we are already charging
the statutory maximum for impact fees
at this time — so raising these fees is
not an option.

Julington Creek
DAILY SPECIALS

Gyro platters
Falafel
Kababs
Tabbouleh
Hummus
Grape leaves
Hot sandwiches
Oven pies
Kibbeh ball
Vegan dishes
Salads
Za'atar dip
Baba ganoush
Fresh pita bread

Lunch & Dinner
Dine In
Grab & Go

Gluten free options

New 2nd Location!

119 Bartram Oaks Walk, Suite 101
St. Johns FL 32259

904.295.3163 · Nouracafe.com
Pick Up Orders
WE DELIVER
ORDER ONLINE

As for the $54 million from the state,
we are very happy to have it and it will
be a big help. But for purposes of scale,
our total infrastructure needs at this
time are more than $700 million, with
about $560 million for deficient roads.
These deficiencies have been building
for the past 10 – 15 years.

Monday - Saturday 10 am - 8 pm

Q: What is the best way for our readers to contact you?
A: Readers can email me at bcc1cwhitehurst@sjcfl.us or call me at (904)
584-5348.

Annual Plant Sale
Baked Goods and BBQ
Huge variety of plants, hanging baskets, crafts

April 29 & 30, 9 am - 2 pm
Mandarin Garden Club
2892 Loretto Road, 32223

GREEN
THUMB
SALE
Cash only

COUNTER-OFFER CAFÉ

A GREAT START
TO THE DAY
SPECIALTY COFFEES • GRAB-AND-GO ARTISAN SANDWICHES • SWEETS AND SNACKS

Where warm hospitality meets an unending array of delectable
grab-and-go specialties. From breakfast treats to artisan sandwiches
and pastries, don’t miss this casual café in the heart of our
senior living community. Open daily for breakfast and lunch.
This is HarborChase. Come celebrate with us.

Experience
a Taste of
HarborChase

HARBORCHASE OF MANDARIN
904.584.9817

Line April 2022

Page 6 | The Creek

QA
&

YOUR TRUSTED REAL ESTATE ADVISOR
SERVING NORTHEAST FLORIDA FOR 17 YEARS
MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCER
FIVE STAR PROFESSIONAL

Q: Can you explain the background and
reason for the St. Johns County Sheriff’s
Office’s mounted unit, one of your newest specialty units?
A: As far as we can tell, the SJSO has
never had a mounted unit; the City of
St. Augustine had one in the 1980s and
1990s. Instead, the Sheriff’s Office utilized
a posse, where locals who owned horses
could be sworn in to help with special
circumstances when needed.
A mounted unit has been a vision of mine
since I was with the St. Augustine Beach
Police Department and so I brought the
idea with me to the SJSO. There were a
couple of reasons that a mounted unit
appealed to me: first, it’s innovative for
marketing purposes and secondly, it’s a
way to establish bonds with all communities — especially with kids, who might be
intrigued by a horse. A sheriff’s deputy on
a horse may be seen as less threatening to
young children than a deputy in a police
car. Also, in times of civil unrest, we know
horses — which are massive creatures —
are one of the best ways to control unruly
crowds.

12636 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Saturday, April 9th
8AM until 2PM
Rain date April 23rd

Julington Creek Plantation

www.jcppoa.com
2022

PRESENTED BY & BENEFITING THE MANDARIN COMMUNITY CLUB

with St. Johns County Sheriff
Rob Hardwick
for this unit themselves and he personally
vetted more than 80 horses to find the
two that were perfect for our program.
Q: Tell us about these horses.
A: Both horses came from the Amish
Country in Ohio, from a breeder who
specifically breeds horses for law enforcement. They are Percheron horses. We have
Jackson, who weighs about 1,800 pounds
and has been with us for about eight
months and Mason, who weighs more
than 2,000 pounds has been with us for
about six months.

Q: So how did you set about establishing a mounted unit?
A: I wanted to budget for this unit
without using any taxpayer dollars. It’s a
public/private partnership with the horses
themselves, as well as saddles and even the
stalls they live in. We have two members
of the mounted unit and both of their
salaries are paid via the Sheriff’s Office like
all the other deputies, since they are called
in to perform other functions when they
are not on mounted patrol.

Q: What are the plans and goals for this
unit going forward?
A: In addition to Deputy G, we have
added Deputy Jacob Bradley, so we
now have two full time deputies in our
mounted until. Deputy Bradley is currently undergoing an extensive, weekslong training program by Deputy G and
last week was the mounted unit’s first
joint patrol. The goal is for them to be
out on patrol or doing something proactive in the community around four to
five times a week. We have already heard
from the St. Augustine Police Department and the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office
with requests for help for special events.
We plan to have the mounted unit patrol
in all areas of the county, including in the
Northeast, the Northwest, Nocatee, and
Hastings in addition to St. Augustine.
It’s important for the horses to be around
crowds and learn how to deal with them
— and it’s important for our citizens
to see the horses and understand that
the horses are working members of our
Sheriff’s Office.

Q: Whose expertise have you been able
to utilize to get this unit started?
A: I identified one of our deputies, Johan
Tschannerl, whom everyone calls “Deputy
G.” He is a nationally known horseback
rider in Europe and South Africa and has
been a trainer here in the U.S. He and his
wife Andrea did most of the fundraising

Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you with any questions or
suggestions about this article?
A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.org
or call me at (904) 824-8304. Also, our
website, www.sjso.org has a wealth of resources, from alarm registration to Crime
Stoppers to our Neighbors app.

for more than 50 Years!

Tim Bullard, Artist, Best in Show 2019 • Raku demonstration by the artist Sunday at 2pm

April 16

Saturday, 10am - 5pm

&

April 17

Sunday, 10am - 4pm

100+ Juried Artists • Green Market • Food Court • Live Entertainment
Children’s Art Show • Bake Sale • Children’s Activities

Photo courtesy St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office

Deputy Tschannerl and Deputy Stewart with MU Deputy Jackson at Cracker Day.

Outdoor Event • No Pets • Free Parking & Shuttles
Use of Ride Sharing Apps Encouraged • $2 Suggested Donation
Sponsored
By:

MANDARIN NORTH OFFICE
KATHY AKEL, REALTOR

EMILY &
LAWRENCE
LISSKA

MARI

TERBRUEGGEN
JIM REGISTER, AGENT

Mandarin Community Club • 12447 Mandarin Road • www.mandarinartfestival.org

COMING IN OUR
MAY ISSUES!

Don't be left out of this
popular annual section.

Call Linda Gay today!

904-607-5062

Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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Guest Column

CONGRATULATIONS

Elections FAQs
By St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections Vicky Oakes

For this month’s article, I would like to address some frequently asked questions we
receive on a regular basis at the Supervisor
of Elections Office:
Can I register to vote or update my registration at my local public library?
Yes. All St. Johns County public libraries are voter registration agencies. Unlike
most governmental agencies, they have
business hours on Saturdays and in the
evenings. Visit www.sjcpl.org for a listing
of your local library branches and hours.
If I request a vote-by-mail ballot for the
upcoming election and then move, will
my ballot be automatically forwarded to
my new address?
No. Vote-by-mail ballots are non-forwardable. They are returned to the Elections
Office, and all future requests are canceled.
It is your responsibility to keep the Elections Office up-to-date on your address.
My neighbor moved away and her husband died. If I call your office can I just
tell you to take them off the voter rolls
since they do not live here anymore?
No. Federal and state laws govern the removal of voters from the rolls. We cannot
remove anyone from the rolls based on
someone’s word.
There are a number of military bases in
NE Florida and many St. Johns County
residents are military or military dependents. How do members of our military
and their families vote if they maintain
their residence in St. Johns County, but
are transferred elsewhere?
If they lived here, own property, and
intend to return to the county, they are
permitted to use their permanent St. Johns
County address. Vote-by-mail ballots are
sent to their (other/separate) mailing address upon request.

QA
&

Are homeless people allowed to register
to vote?
Yes. It is against Florida and federal laws to
discriminate against a homeless person. A
person who is homeless, or without a permanent “traditional” home, but intends
to permanently remain in the county, can
register using an address where their mail
is received, including the post office, a
church, or a shelter.
What about people who live on boats
and in RVs? What can they use for their
voter registration residence address?
A resident with a nontraditional abode
who have or had physical presence in the
county and intend for the county to be
his or her permanent residence address for
voter registration purposes could use the
following addresses: 1) a place where mail
is regularly received, 2) the general delivery
address at a specific post office, or 3) the
address for the campground or docking
site if mail is received there.
I recently moved within the State of
Florida. What do I need to do to update
my address?
You may use the online voter registration system at www.registertovoteflorida.
gov or simply call the Elections Office to
make your change by phone. If updating
your driver license, you can also update
your voter registration at the same time.
Additionally, you may complete a registration application at your local public
library.
Sign up for my monthly e-newsletter to
receive additional information from the
Office of the Supervisor of Elections. Use the
sign up link on the front page of the website
votesjc.gov and submit your email address
to subscribe. The best way to reach me is by
email at voakes@votesjc.gov or call the office,
(904) 823-2238. Don’t forget, our website is
also a great resource, so visit it often.

with State Attorney, 7th Judicial Circuit,
R.J. Larizza

Q: The Florida Legislature just
wrapped up their term and passed the
2022 budget. How was your office
affected?
A: Florida has the biggest budget ever
passed, at more than $110 billion. In
fact, the last couple of years, the budget
has set a record, with this year being a
10 percent increase over last year and
last year being a 10 percent increase over
the previous year. Florida is booming.
The new budget equated well for
prosecutors. All state employees will
receive a 5.38 percent raise to account
for inflation, which was a nice gesture
on the part of the legislature and will
be very helpful to our office in light of
our need to attract more prosecutors to
work for us.
Q: Is your office short of prosecutors?
A: Yes. We have lost some employees to
private practice, others to different government positions, and some have left
the workforce. Then when you consider
that law schools are at an all time low
in enrollment, you can see that demand
for prosecutors is greater than the sup-

ply. This is a recipe for a difficult time
for retention and recruitment of new
attorneys. We presently have approximately 72 prosecutors in the 7th Judicial
Circuit, down from a high of 85. We
have openings to fill and the increases
in salary passed by the legislature will be
very helpful to us.
Q: What exactly can prosecutors expect as far as salary increases?
A: First, I’d like to point out that Florida
ranks 47th out of the 50 states in salary,
as in our prosecutors are among the least
paid. Prosecutors will receive the 5.38
percent salary increase that all state employees will receive and in addition they
will receive not less than $5,000 and no
more than $10,000 recurring annually.
This is unprecedented and will go a long
way in the attempt to make our salaries
more competitive.
Other employees in our office will also
see increases. No one will make less than
$15 per hour. We have 21 sworn state
law enforcement officers in the 7th Circuit that serve as investigators and they
will all get a 10 percent raise.

to my wife Rebekah and
daughter Faith!!!
Homeschooled since
birth and now a 100%
college acceptance
rate! Many questioned
and doubted you.
They were wrong!
You are both the
smartest, strongest,
and bravest women
I know! Awesome job!
I love you both,
Your proud husband
and dad.

Celebrate the Glory of
Easter and New Life
in Christ!!!
St. Mark the Evangelist
Catholic Mission
Sunday Masses at
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Patriot Oaks Academy
475 Longleaf Pine Parkway
StMarkCatholic.org
Come Join Us!
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with St. Johns County Commissioner
Sarah Arnold, District 2

Q: Now about three months into your
term as a St. Johns County Commissioner, can you share your thoughts
on it so far?
A: It’s been wonderful. Everyone, from
the other commissioners, to the staff, to
the constituents, has been very gracious.
I have a huge learning curve, but I think
I’ve been coming up to speed quickly
as I learn how all the agencies work together. I’m excited to be able to use this
platform to improve St. Johns County
and maintain our quality of life.
Q: When you were first appointed,
you said your three priorities as a
commissioner would be making sure
that the growth/projects approved had
a net benefit to St. Johns County, support of veterans, and support of the
first responders who keep our county
safe. Do you have any additional
thoughts on these with your experiences so far as a commissioner?
A: I would say the biggest thing we have
worked on, that ties at least a couple
of those items together, is the sales tax
referendum. I think giving this opportunity to the voters is very important.
Our county’s growth has outpaced
our infrastructure for years. The roads
we travel every day, that we drive our
children on, are not safe in many cases.
I hear from my constituents that they
love their quality of life here and want
to maintain it. I’m in favor of exploring
the potential sales tax because not only

will infrastructure be addressed, but so
will first responders. The referendum
will address things for them like new
equipment, new staff, and their salaries,
which need to be adequate so they can
live in our county.
This decision is up to the voters, as it
should be, and not the commissioners.
I know similar referendums have been
voted down in the past, but we have a
lot of new residents and I’m in favor of
putting the question to the voters to let
them decide.
Q: Since the sales tax referendum has
had its second reading at the March
15 Board of County Commissioners
meeting, and was approved by the
board, it will be placed on the Nov.
8 ballot. What will happen in the
meantime?
A: I hope the voters will take this time
to educate and inform themselves about
how the proposed $500 million in
revenue is to be spent: roads, parks and
recreation, and first responders. All the
details are on the county website, www.
sjcfl.us. Between now and Nov. 8, it’s
our job as commissioners to provide
information to our constituents so they
can make an informed decision.
Q: What is the best way for our readers to contact you?
A: Readers can email me at bcc2sarnold@sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 3254182.

QA
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with St. Johns County School Board
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

Q: Can you give some background
on Senate Bill 1048 dealing with
standardized testing, which Gov.
DeSantis signed into law on March
15?
A: This bill has strong implications as
it eliminates the FSA (Florida Standards Assessment) and shifts to progress monitoring to measure students’
growth. The FSA tests are taken at the
end of the year and are a backwards
look with no opportunity for remediation. The three progress monitorings will be spread throughout the
year and will allow teachers, who will
get results in a couple of weeks, the
opportunity to help any struggling
student during the school year.
This year will be the last year with
FSA. Progress monitoring will begin
with the 2022-23 school year as a
benchmark year with no school grades
given and then the school grades will
return in the 2023-24 school year.
Q: What are your thoughts on this
change?
A: The good news is that the big,
cumulative annual test that causes
so much stress is eliminated. We do
progress monitoring in St. Johns
County now. There’s so much left to
do, including the fact that it has not
been identified which product the
state will choose for its progress monitoring exams. But in concept, I think
this is a good change.

Q: Do you have an update on the
Shearwater K – 8 School “NN?”
A: The school board approved the
plans for this new K – 8 school in
early March. The construction bid
is now out and we will have special
meetings to approve a bid as soon as
possible once the bids come back,
which is scheduled for the late March/
early April timeframe. Time is of the
essence as this school is scheduled to
open in fall 2023.
Q: How is Beachside High School
coming along?
A: At the same school board meeting
in early March, we learned from our
facilities manager that some portions
of Beachside will be delayed. We were
assured that teaching and learning will
be able to happen when the school
opens in August as all academic areas
will be open. The auditorium and
some other ancillary facilities might
be delayed due to an inability to get
materials in a timely manner.
Q: What are the school district’s
COVID protocols at this time?
A: After the students returned from
Spring Break, all COVID protocols
were lifted. We will now allow 100
percent capacity at sporting events
and parents can come to the school
to have lunch with their student or to
volunteer.
Q&A with Beverly Slough cont. on pg. 12

Easter at Fruit Cove
Sunday, April 17
Worship at 8, 9:30 and 11am
Preschool 9:30 and 11am
KIDS Cove Worship 9:30 and 11am
(1st-5th grades)

501 State Road 13, St Johns Florida 32259
904-287-0996| www.FruitCove.com
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More treatment options.
More life to live.
Specialists in head
and neck cancers.

When faced with a head or neck cancer, you have a lot of questions.
You want to know: Where do I go? Can I be treated? What will
my life be like?
The cancer specialists at UF Health Jacksonville are nationally and
internationally recognized as experts in treating even the most complex
head and neck cancers. Armed with leading-edge technologies, the most
up-to-date research and a multidisciplinary team of physicians from multiple
one thing: giving you more life to live.

•••••••••••

Visit UFHealthJax.org/cancer to request an appointment and learn why UF
Health Jacksonville is the only cancer program in the region to have earned
national accreditation from the Commission on Cancer.

Cancer Program

••••

UF Health accepts most major commercial insurance plans, including TRICARE.
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Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

More than $54 million in state
funding secured for St. Johns County
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.

www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672
Call for a no cost consultation

The St. Johns County legislative delegation has secured $54,777,323 in appropriations for critical county projects that
will improve the quality of life for county
residents. The state’s budget includes
dollars for road improvements, flood
mitigation, special high growth-high performance funding for St. Johns County
schools, septic-to-sewer installations, dune
restoration, funding for the Florida School
for the Deaf and the Blind, and assistance
for charities helping homeless pregnant
women in the county.
Sen. Travis Hutson, Rep. Cyndi Stevenson, and Speaker-designate Paul Renner
worked diligently to secure this muchneeded funding for St. Johns County.
“We have seen unprecedented growth
in St. Johns County. I’m proud to have
worked with Speaker designate Renner
and Rep. Stevenson to bring these dollars
home to address our critical infrastructure
needs, which will relieve pressure on our
roads and schools,” Hutson said. “Although we are still subject to a veto, we are
in a great position to receive funding that
will help our county. This money is going
to make a huge difference.”

Now
Open!

џ Direct mail
џ Brochures
џ Postcards
џ Business cards
џ Blueprints/Architectural
printing

џ Banners/Posters/Signs
џ UPS Shipping
џ USPS Services to
include certiﬁed mail
џ Military mail delivery
џ Packing and shipping
boxes

џ International shipping
estimate shipping cost
џ Freight shipping
џ Pack and ship
guarantee
џ 24-hour access mailbox
Services

Sidewalks on Palm Valley and St. Johns
Parkway, four-lane construction for
County Road 2209, and State Road A1A
intersection improvements are among the
infrastructure projects funded in this year’s
state budget.
"We are incredibly grateful for the strong
and committed representation we have in
Tallahassee. Every project funded by these
appropriations is crucial to our county's
future," said St. Johns County Administrator Hunter Conrad.
“On behalf of the St. Johns County
legislative delegation, I am proud that our
collective efforts allowed for legislative and
budgetary victories benefitting local families, businesses, and our environment,”
said Speaker-designate Renner.

would like to welcome Stephanie, Krystel and Kate!
Kate Singson

I have been in the nail industry for 15 years and specialize in gel/shellac nails as well as French mani
pedis. My passion is healthy nails as well as new techniques of nail enhancements and natural nail
care. I want my clients to enjoy their experience and feel great about themselves.

Krystel Ringor

I have 16 years experience as a nail artist and 8 years as a lash artist. I specialize in Dipping Powder
and Russian Gel Manicures. I also specialize in Lash extensions. I enjoy making people feel beautiful.

Stephanie Nguyen

I am a nail artist with ten years experience. I specialize in gel polish mani pedis and natural nail care.
I enjoy making my clients feel confident.

Let our skilled nail technicians

pamper you.

Book a Mani Pedi with us

and save 20% OFF
Retail Purchases!
Expires 4/30/22

Stephanie Nguyen, Krystel Ringor, Kate Singon

St. Johns County’s coastal communities,
such as the City of St. Augustine Beach
would also receive a significant boost to
fund drainage improvements and flood

protection projects. The City of St. Augustine also secured budget approval for two
significant projects, the West Augustine
septic to sewer project and a new fire station on Anastasia Island.
“This funding is going to make a difference for families and the people of St
Johns County for years to come. I look
forward to discussing the items with the
governor and continuing to work with our
outstanding county delegation as we move
forward,” Rep. Stevenson said.
The St. Johns County projects and initiatives that have received appropriations
include:
• High Growth, High Performing School
Districts (SJCSD): $11,422,223
• Florida School for the Deaf and
the Blind, Kramer Hall renovation:
$3,500,000
• EPIC Recovery Center Women’s Substance Use Residential: $750,000
• BRAVE: Be Resilient and Voice Emotions: $3,000,000
• Flagler Hospital CAIR Center:
$8,015,100
• FACT TEAM serving Putnam and St.
Johns County: $3,000,000
• Ponte Vedra Beach, North Beach, and
Dune Restoration II: $1,700,000
• City of St. Augustine Beach flood reduction: $90,000
• City of St. Augustine Beach resiliency
and flood protection: $1,200,000 ∙ ∙ West
Augustine septic to sewer: $2,000,000
• City of St. Augustine Fire Station:
$500,000
• Flagler College Institute for Classical
Education: $5,000,000
• Alpha Omega Miracle Home Campus:
$3,500,000
• St. Johns Parkway (County Road 2209)
sidewalk: $800,000
• County Road 2209 (four lane road
construction): $8,000,000
• Palm Valley sidewalk: $800,000
• State Road A1A corridor intersection
improvements: $1,000,000
• tag! Children's Museum: $500,000
On March 14, the Florida Legislature
voted to approve the state’s $112 billion
budget, known as the General Appropriations Act, which will now head to Gov.
Ron DeSantis’ desk for his final approval.

Two new primary care practices
open in Northern St. Johns County
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Flagler Health+ has expanded its
capabilities to provide care within the
community with the announcement of
the opening of two new primary care
facilities in St. Johns County at Julington Creek, off of Race Track Road, and
Greenbriar, off of County Road 210.
“The announcement of the opening of
these two state-of-the-art facilities in
the northern part of St. Johns County
continues our commitment to providing lifelong care to our community,”
said Jason Barrett, CEO and President
of Flagler Health+. “This expansion will
help ensure that we can continue to best
serve the physical, social and economic
needs of our friends and neighbors.”

Flagler Health+ Primary Care at Greenbriar opened on Monday, Feb. 14, and
is located at 304 Ashourian Ave., Suite
105 just off of County Road 210. Flagler Health+ Primary Care at Julington
Creek opened the following week on
Tuesday, Feb. 22 and is in the Julington
Creek area, located at 2570 Race Track
Road.
Additionally, the two new practices will
feature a pair of Primary Care physicians who have recently joined the Flagler Health+ team. Dr. Mark Michaels
will practice at Flagler Health+ Primary
Care at Greenbriar, while Dr. Tristan
Imhof will practice at the Julington
Creek location.
New primary care practices cont. on pg. 17
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Thompson earns 2021 Ameriprise Client
Experience Award
Christopher Thompson has earned the
2021 Ameriprise Client Experience
Award. Thompson holds Certified Financial Planner and Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor certifications
and is an Associate Branch Manager
and Financial Advisor with Ameriprise
Financial, Inc. in Jacksonville.
Thompson was honored with this award
because of his ability to consistently
deliver personalized, goal-based advice
and exceptional client service. Award
recipients earned an overall client satisfaction rating equal to or greater than
4.9 out of 5.0 and maintained stellar
business results. The award represents
an elite group of Ameriprise advisors
recognized as leaders for their commitment to making a difference in the lives
of their clients.
Groundbreaking held for WGV Office Park
Ground was officially broken on the
new WGV Office Park development on
Feb. 17. Located at the entrance of the
King & Bear, this five-building office
park will total more than 44,000 square
feet of office space.
St. Johns County Commissioner Jeremiah Blocker joined Davidson Realty
and community supporters to celebrate
the groundbreaking ceremony.

around the country. The organization
is supported by the US Small Business
Administration (SBA).
Among the offerings by SCORE for the
month of April are the following:

Photo courtesy Davidson Realty

Occupants of the office park will have a
space built to last as the buildings will
have concrete block walls and Hollow
Core System roofs. They will also be just
across the street from Publix-anchored
Shoppes at Murabella and a surrounding community that is growing fast both
residentially and commercially. This
project has been designed with spaces
starting at 1,120 square feet and going
up to 12,000 square feet, which allows
for the ability to accommodate companies of all sizes.
“We are incredibly excited to kick off

this amazing project. We believe this
will be another great addition to the
World Golf Village. This project will
bring much-needed services to our community,” said Sam Davidson, Realtor®
at Davidson Realty and Vice President
of Special Operations for Davidson
Development.
SCORE announces April workshops
SCORE is a national service organization that supports small businesses
nationwide. SCORE has a network of
more than 11,000 volunteers operating in more than 340 local chapters

• Deep Dive into Facebook, April 21,
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. In this session on
Facebook, attendees will analyze if Facebook is really the best platform to drive
their particular business. Attendees will
learn about different types of content,
where to find free or inexpensive tools to
organize and assist them, and ultimately
how to build a content calendar to stay
consistent and relevant to your audience. No fee. Hosted on Zoom; Registration Link: https://score.tfaforms.
net/17?EventID=a105a000005qfUp
• Get Started with QuickBooks, April
27, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. Learn about Quickbooks and why tracking your finances
is important to being successful in your
business.
Attendees will learn the
different types of QuickBooks subscriptions, determining the best one for you
and the set-up options to help you get
started right. No fee. Hosted on Zoom;
Registration Link: https://score.tfaforms.net/17?EventID=a105a000005qfUu
Contact Melody Petraglia at melody.
petraglia@scorevolunteer.org or visit
jacksonville.score.org for more information.

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts
Probate • Guardianship
More Than 25 Years Legal Experience

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name
Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products
and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.1008115-00003-00
D5404

Building a Custom Home?
Building on Your Lot?
Planning a Major Renovation?

904-665-0005 • www.preddylaw.com

12627 San Jose Blvd. • Ste. 102 (Just north of the Julington Creek Bridge)

I can help you bundle your auto and renters insurance for a surprisingly
great rate. Call me for a quote today.

A Proud Supporter of the 2022 Mandarin Art Festival.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Ian B. MacDonald | Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS ID: 546443 | 904.626.0353 (C)
ian.macdonald@regions.com | 130 St. Johns Commons | St. Johns, FL 32259
• Construction or Renovation to Permanent Financing
• Interest rate is locked before construction/renovation begins
• One-time close without second set of closing costs
• Fixed and Adjustable Rate Options
• Jumbo Loans available

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Bus: 904-268-5522 Fax: 904-262-7999
jim@jimregister.com
Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm®
underwriting requirements. Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

®
State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX

© 2019 Regions Bank. Member FDIC. All loans subject to qualification, required documentation and credit approval. Regions and the Regions logo
andregistered
the Regions
logo are registered
Regions Bank.
Thea trademark
LifeGreen color
is a trademark
are
trademarks
of Regionstrademarks
Bank. TheofLifeGreen
color is
of Regions
Bank. of Regions Bank.
(03/19)

Personalized ﬁnancial
advice to help achieve
your goals

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

Certiﬁed Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certiﬁcation marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Deborah
Lennon,
AAMS®

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290
4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

To learn about the diﬀerent

Financial Advisor
46 Tuscan Way Suite 304
Saint Augustine, FL 32092
904-209-5205

options for your retirement

Member SIPC

accounts, call my oﬃce today.

edwardjones.com
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Q&A with Beverly Slough cont. from pg. 8

Q: Do you have anything else to
share with District 1?
A: I want to highly encourage the
early registration, going on now, of
new students to the St. Johns County
School District, especially kindergarteners or those who were homeschooled or virtual learners who are
now coming back to the classroom.
This can be accomplished online at

www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/enrollment/ or by visiting the student’s assigned school website. We’ve struggled
all year with a teacher shortage and
we need to start early with hiring
teachers for next year.
Q: How can our readers contact
you?
A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at
(904) 547-7510.

Begin planning kids'
summer recreation now
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Summer school recess will be here before
you know it. Make sure you're prepared
for camp and other recreational programs.
Parents thinking ahead to swimming
pools and days lounging on the beach can
put their daydreams to practical use by
planning ahead for their youngsters' summer vacations.

· Inquire about camp schedules. While
many camps are flexible, day camps do
not have the same level of flexibility as
after-school programs. Arrangements will
need to be made if care is required after
regular camp hours. Speak with camp staff
to see which types of after-hours programs, if any, are available.
• Determine your camp budget. As varied
as program offerings may be, camps
also can vary greatly with regard to cost.
Government-run camps may be less

Youth recreational programs and summer
camps can bridge the gap in care between
the end of school and the
day when classes resume.
Due in part to high
demand, parents who
want to place their kids
in summer rec programs
or summer camps should
being vetting such programs and camps well in
advance of summer. The
following are a handful
of tips for moms and
dads who want their kids
Photo courtesy MetroCreative
to have fun and fulfilling Summer school recess will be here before you know it. Make sure you're prepared
summers.
for camp and other recreational programs.
Dr. Jimmy Glenos

Dr. Craig Hadgis

2021

Children's Store for fast and growing kids!

Newborn to size 16

• Ask for recommendations. Speak with fellow parents and
trusted friends about where they send
their children. Personal recommendations can be helpful, providing firsthand
insight into a particular camp or program.
Schedule appointments to visit camps that
fall within your budget. Take your son or
daughter along so he or she can get a sense
of what camp will be like.
• Explore all options. Camps come in
more flavors than ever before. Certain
camps may be faith-based ministries while
others may focus on particular sports.
Band camps and art camps may appeal
to creative kids. Also, there are plenty of
general-interest camps that offer various
activities without narrowing in on any
particular one.

expensive than those offered by private
companies. Find out if a particular organization subsidizes a portion of camp costs.
Scouting programs often have a dedicated
camp and may offer affordable options
for scouts. Martial arts schools and dance
centers frequently offer camp schedules.
If camp seems out of reach, look into local
summer recreation programs at parks or
schools. Such programs may not be as extensive as those offered by camps, but they
can quell kids' boredom and keep children
occupied during the day.
In addition to camp, remember to plan
for some free days so children can just
enjoy some downtime. Such days can
break up the monotony of a routine and
provide kids and families time to relax
together.

Quality brands at the best prices
Huge selection of coordinating
boy and girl outfits just in time for Spring

WEEKLY CAMPS FOR AGES 6-12
(No Martial Arts Experience Necessary)
Monday through Friday 9:00-4:00

$10
OFF

Your purchase of $40
Not valid with any other offers

Visit us at the Forum at Greenbriar located near
The corner of St. Johns Parkway and CR210 W
206 Ashourian Ave, Suite 110

904.209.5915
www.jetandivy.com

7 weekly camps to choose from: June 6, June 13,
June 20, June 27, July 11, July 18, and July 25
$375 per camper per week
$25 discount for current students
Mini-KARATE LESSONS, Daily-themed activities
FIELD TRIPS, and DODGEBALL!

RESERVE YOUR SPOT NOW @ 904-826-1904
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Timberlin takes first place … again!
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Battle of the Books Elementary North
competition took place on March 7, 2022.
The virtual competition made it possible
for family members from all over the
country and different parts of the world
to tune in and watch. With three teams
making it to the bonus round this year,
Timberlin Creek Elementary and Durbin
Creek Elementary tied for first place in a

very tense final round.

proud of each one of them,” Roberson said.

With typical Durbin Creek sportsmanship, Media Specialist Andrea O’Brien
shouted out to Media Specialist Elaine
Roberson, “No one I would rather share it
(the win) with.”

So what is the secret to their success?

“Ditto,” responded Roberson as both
coaches are fast friends.
In addition, the students at Timberlin
Creek Elementary have made
quite a name for themselves.
This is the third year in a row
they have taken first place.
No one can even remember
the last time this happened
for an elementary, middle,
or high school. With all the
teams studying so hard for
the competition, it is an
incredible accomplishment.
And this year, Timberlin had
the first ever all-girl team.

“The girls worked really well
as a team, were dedicated to
Photo courtesy Elaine Roberson
This year, Timberlin had the first ever all-girl team. giving their best and I am so

SUMMER
ADVENTURE
CLUB

Captain Evelyn Fitzsimon said, “The
secret to success is just practice. Everyone on our team practiced so much, and

because of that, we won.” Congratulations to Captain Evelyn Fitzsimon, Leah
Januchowski, Camila Suarez, Kiara
Ferreira, Ashweja Mechineni, Saanvi
Chinthalapani and Mia Cherba on their
first place win.

Summer classes
and camp
registration
are now open
Afternoon classes run June 13 - July 16 for
students from age two and up in ballet, tap, jazz,
lyrical, contemporary, modern, acro and hip hop!
Summer musical theater camp runs June 13 July 22 for students between 7-13 years old

Registration available
on our website.
Call or email for more
information!
(904)880-2275 or

academyofdancejax.com

academyofdancejax@gmail.com
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Start planning family-friendly vacations now
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Old-fashioned family vacations are a treasured part of many family traditions. Such
excursions may be the only time families
get to spend any extended time together.
Families have plenty of vacation prospects
at their disposal. If this is the year your
brood bucks tradition and tries a new
vacation destination, explore these familyfriendly possibilities.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Camping makes for a fun, affordable and memorable family vacation.
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Now Hiring

Nurturing
Teachers

Come Grow With Us
If you have a passion for education, join the
Deerwood team! We believe in rewarding
the teachers who inspire our students, offering
competitive pay, paid vacation, 401(k) and
profit sharing programs, full dental and vision
insurance, contribution to health insurance,

W here Learning Comes First

– DeerwoodAcademy.com –

and more at our two locations.

• Don't overlook smaller theme parks.
While kids may have their hearts set on
traveling to the widely popular theme
parks, do not rule out options closer to
home. Smaller parks may not have every
attraction, but they do boast a variety of
activities and rides that can keep children occupied for hours. Remember that
amusement parks reach peak capacity
when kids aren't in school. It may be wise
to vacation at off-peak times to avoid the
crowds and save time spent waiting in
line.

• Consider a family resort. If a beachside adventure is your family's idea of
the perfect retreat, explore your options
with regard to family resorts. For an allinclusive price, these resorts may couple
food packages with accommodations and
activities to keep families happy. Check
with popular hotel chains to see if they
offer all-inclusive packages in destinations
your family wants to visit. Parents who are
pressed for time often find all-inclusive
resorts offer great values and don't involve
too much advanced planning.
• Go off the grid. A memorable family
vacation does not have to be spent in a the
heart of it all. Booking a campsite location and then spending a few days in the
great outdoors allows families to get back
to nature while enjoying an inexpensive
vacation. Families can camp in lodges or
basic cabins, or rough it outside in a tent.
Some families enjoy the benefits of renting
an RV and visiting various campsites on
their vacations.

ST. JOHNS

Scan the QR code or visit

904.230.8200
990 Flora Branch Blvd. • St. Johns, FL 32259

DeerwoodAcademy.com/

TOWN CENTER

Careers to learn more and
apply today.

• Find a location with hands-on activities. Children may grow bored of simply
taking in the sights. Vacations that enable
them to "do" instead of just "see" may
be more enjoyable. Visit locations with
"touch" museums or science centers that
encourage kids to get in on the action.
Historic locales may do demonstrations
or reenactments of how life was in eras
past. Remember to include children in the
family activities and give things a try, such
as helping paddle a canoe or light a fire on
a camping trip.

• Choose places of cultural impact. Family
vacations do not need to be limited to
riding roller coasters. Children can learn a
lot and take away lasting memories from
vacations that open children's eyes to something new. Visiting a large city, such as Los
Angeles, New York, Chicago, or Atlanta,
can be a vacation in education. Metro areas
boast attractions that can excite children,
including tall buildings, museums and
public transportation hubs just waiting to
be explored. Families venturing internationally may want to see the cultural centers of
Rome, London or Athens.

904.807.9550
7575 Centurion Pkwy. • Jacksonville, FL 32256

Florida Department of Children and Families License # C07SJ0083 and C04DU053

COMING IN OUR
MAY ISSUES!

Don't be left out of this
popular annual section.

Call Linda Gay today!

904-607-5062

Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

Ready. Set.
zuoccolo

Dr. Aylin Maz

ST
ORTHODONTI

three

IENT
CONVEN NS!
LOCATIO

JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE • 112-203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK • ST JOHNS, FL 32259
ORANGE PARK OFFICE • 1584-B KINGSLEY AVENUE • ORANGE PARK, FL 32073
ATLANTIC OFFICE • 12740-12 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD • JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225

to schedule a CONSULT
Call or visit us online:
904.264.KIDS | 264KIDS.COM

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.
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St. Augustine Wild Reserve
acquires new white lions
and a new baby jaguar!
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

This year, the St. Augustine Wild
Reserve received a snow white lioness
named Sahara. Since then, the Reserve
has acquired four more white lions and
lionesses — Zahra, Zuri, Pharaoh, and
Aladdin. The white coloration is a rare
color variant of the southern African
lion. White lions are not albinos; they
are leucistic, and vary in color from
blonde to white.
Ninja is the Reserve’s new baby black female jaguar. She currently lives with her
best friend, Aladdin, the white lion. According to St. Augustine Wild Reserve
founder Deborah Warwick, Ninja lives
up to her name, jumping and biting
every chance she gets.

Florida's Number 1
Youth Soccer Program

Photos courtesy Deborah Warwick

Ninja with Aladdin.

Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS NOW OPEN
Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations

The St. Augustine Wild Reserve has
finished a gorgeous habitat for one of
its cougars, Loki. The habitat is 16 feet
high, with ramps and firehose hammocks. Loki loves it, and spends most
of his time on the uppermost platform,
overseeing his “kingdom.”
The Reserve’s next project is to build a
similar cage for Loki’s father, who will
be transported to the Reserve as soon as
his 16 foot tall cage is finished in a week
or two. After that, the plan is to build a
new, enormous habitat for the little lioness, Hatari, who is only five months old.

Hatari.

“Hatari is a sweetheart,” said Warwick.
“She loves going for walks with her
handlers, Sean and Britt.”

FREE
ICE CREAM

Staffed by a host of valuable volunteers,
the St. Augustine Wild Reserve is always
in need of new caging and animal supplies. Plans are to raise funds to construct an onsite veterinary clinic, and a
barn for diet preparation. Additionally,
the Reserve can always use the donation
of supplies for its animals, including
monetary donations. The Reserve’s tour
operation has increased since COVID
emerged, but is still not back up to full
attendance. To protect staff and guests,
everything is sanitized, including our
guest chairs and our limo golf cart. This
is an open-air compound and is always
breezy.
“We hope that more visitors will book a
tour with us. Our tours are appropriate
for children and adults. If you cannot
visit, please help us through these slow
times by sending a tax-deductible donation,” said Warwick.
The St. Augustine Wild Reserve offers
tours on an appointment-only basis.
Call (904) 940-0664 for reservations,
or, preferably, email WildReserve@aol.
com. Tours are on Monday, Wednesday
and Saturday at 2 p.m. by appoint-

www.FloridaEliteSA.com
2 FOR 6
$

Two Like It® Size Create Your Own
(Ice Cream + Mix-In) For $6
COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Served in a cup. Waffle products and
extra mix-ins available for addl. charge.
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 4/30/22.

Buy One Gotta Have it® Size Signature
Creation™, Get a Free Kids Scoop
COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Limit 1 per visit. Expires 4/30/22.

Any Large Round, Large Rectangle
Or Small Rectangle Signature Cake

(Excludes Small Round Cakes, Pies, Petite Cakes &
Cupcakes, Custom Cake Decorating And Writing)

COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 4/30/22.

Loki’s new cage.

ment only, as well as an 11 a.m. tour on
Saturday mornings and a special VIP
tour on Friday from 12 p.m. – 1:30
p.m. for an additional fee. To book a
tour online, log onto bookeo.com/tigertours. Donations may be sent to the
St. Augustine Wild Reserve, 5190 Farm
Creek Road, St. Augustine, FL 32092.
To volunteer, contact wildreserve@aol.
com. Visit www.staugustinewildreserve.
org for more information. The Reserve is
a 501©3 tax exempt organization.

52 Tuscan Way,
St. Augustine

32092 904-547-2540
coldstonecreamery.com/
stores/23675

2570 Racetrack Rd,
Fruit Cove
32259 904-429-9669
coldstonecreamery.com/
stores/23690

ORDER
AHEAD

and skip
the Line!
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PopHistory

By Scott A. Grant
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Greatest Story
Ever Told
Marine archaeologists recently discovered the wreck of the “Endurance” off
the coast of Antarctica, at the bottom
of the Weddell Sea. How that ship got
there and what happened to its crew is
one of the greatest stories ever told.
Ernest Shackleton was one of several
early nineteenth century adventurerexplorers seeking to “discover” the
South Pole. In 1908, Shackleton got
closer than anyone had so far. He
made it within 97 miles of the coveted
pole.

“If I were still in my house I would not be
doing half of what I’m doing here. And I’ve
never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

WHAT MAKES OUR
RESIDENTS HAPPY?
For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life
Plan Community offers a stunning natural setting
with spacious garden apartments and villa homes and
an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare
services, if they should be needed.

Discover all there is to be happy about —
call us at (904) 861-6425 today!

www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL

After-Hours Pet Injury or Illness?
Save Your Spot
Online

Unfortunately for Shackleton, in
1911, the Norwegian Roald Amundsen and Shackleton’s fellow Brit, Robert Falcon Scott, engaged in an epic
race to be first to the pole. Amundsen
brought all the right people and all
the right stuff. He easily made it there
first, returning safely. Scott brought
the wrong people and wrong stuff.
Scott and his party faltered on their
return and eventually died atop the
Beardmore Glacier. The final entry
in his journal began with the chilling
words “Had we lived…”
What is an Antarctic explorer to do
once the Pole has been discovered?
Shackleton came up with the idea
of leading an expedition that would
march across the continent. Shackleton raised money for the Imperial
Trans-Antarctic Expedition and acquired a ship, the “Endurance.” In late
1914, shortly after the beginning of
World War I, Shackleton and 27 crew
members set out.
It was a particularly cold summer at
the South Pole and as the “Endurance” approached Antarctica it became stuck in the ice. The ice swelled,
as ice tends to do, ultimately crushing
the “Endurance” and sending her to
the bottom. Shackleton and his men,
now trapped on the ice, began to
march toward the open sea, dragging
their three lifeboats behind them.
They made less than a mile per day,
but soon realized that the currents in
the Weddell Sea were moving counterclockwise pushing the ice out to sea
near an archipelago off the Antarctic
coast.
They decided to camp on the ice and
let nature do its work. And so, they
floated northwest on the melting ice
until it became too unstable. They
loaded everything into their three
lifeboats and rowed hard toward Elephant Island. Captain Frank Worsley
got them there and for the first time
in months, the crew of the Endurance
set foot on dry land. But they were far
from safe. No one was coming to their
rescue. No one even knew they were
there.

Shackleton had the largest of the
lifeboats, the James Caird, fitted with
a sail and decking. Together with
Worsley and four others he set out to
sail 800 miles across the most dangerous ocean in the world to the whaling
station on South Georgia Island off
the coast of Argentina. Getting to
South Georgia was a little like finding
a needle in a haystack. Along the way,
they were hit by a monstrous rogue
wave, but the Caird somehow stayed
afloat. After 17 days at sea in the tiny
boat, they made landfall on South
Georgia Island.
But they were on the wrong side.
Rather than risk the sea again, Shackleton determined to hike across the
island and its 3,000-foot-high central
ridge. Three members of the party
were too weak to continue. Shackleton left them in a cave and set out to
cross the island with Worsley and one
other. As they approached the top of
the mountain, both Shackleton and
Worsley had the distinct impression
that a fourth, unseen figure, was traveling with them. As they crested the
summit, they realized to their dismay
that the descent was going to be more
difficult than the ascent.
They were exhausted. It was getting
dark. The situation was desperate. So,
they made the decision to place their
lives in the hands of providence and
slide down a large glacier on their
butts, not knowing what awaited
them at the bottom. The next morning, they walked into the Norwegian
whaling station. Shackleton had
torn his pants on the slide down the
mountain. He apologized profusely
for arriving at the manager’s house in
ripped pants.
The three crewmen on the far side of
the island were quickly rescued. Those
stranded in Antarctica would have to
wait three more months. Shackleton
begged and borrowed the service of
three ships; none of them made it
through the ice. Finally, on his fourth
attempt aboard the Chilean tugboat
“Yelcho,” the waters cleared. As the
heavy fog lifted, the 21 stranded crewmen saw something they had given up
hope of ever seeing: a rescue ship.
Shackleton brought home all 27
members of his expedition. Miraculously, no one died. Five years later,
Shackleton made another attempt. He
died of a heart attack on South Georgia Island. He is buried there.
Scott A. Grant is a local historian
and author. By day, he is president of
fiduciary asset manager, Standfast Asset
Management.

Send us your community news!
editor@floridanewsline.com

Life
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travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzles
New primary care practices cont. from pg. 10

Get to Know . . .

Evan
Sinclaire

joined Haxprocess for about
two years. Now I’m part of
SPOT, a trio with Shawn
Pfaffman on organ and Paul
Griffin on drums. We play a
fusion of jazz and funk that
we call “junk.”
Q: How do you feel about
your upcoming album being released?
A: It’s pretty cool because it’s
not often I get to record and
refine my own music. I love
improvisation, but when you
get to refine the music to get
it just how you want it, it’s
very satisfying.

Local teenager Evan Sinclaire
is a talented musician who
can play lead guitar at a
professional level in almost
any genre with an affinity for
improvisation. He currently
plays with a jazz/funk band
called SPOT. They have an
album being released on
April 9 and on the same day
will be headlining at 1904
Music Hall in Jacksonville.
Born and raised in Fruit
Cove, he attended Julington
Creek Elementary School
before being homeschooled
starting in fourth grade. He
graduated from high school
in 2021 and is working full
time on his music career.
In his spare time, he enjoys
playing video games, practicing his guitar and working
on writing original songs.
Q: How old were you when
you started playing the
guitar?
A: When I was about 10
years old, I used to watch concerts on
Netflix and pretend to be the guitarist, so my parents got me a real guitar.
For the first couple of years, I was self
taught, using online videos. When I
was 12, I started studying under Shawn
Pfaffman. With him, I developed my
natural ear and music theory. He also
taught me how to play with a band.
Q: What bands have you played in?
A: I started by playing in bands that
Shawn had formed. In 2015 I played

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Q: What are your future
plans?
A: My focus is on music. I
want to make a career out of
it. I like playing jazz/funk,
but I also hope to create a
progressive metal band and
play with that. Shawn has
really helped me learn how to
play a lot of different styles
and I like playing them all.

Photo courtesy Erik Mayo

Evan Sinclaire

bass as a member of Tone Revival, an
alternative rock band, at the Jacksonville Public Library Battle of the Bands,
which we won. We played a lot of originals and some covers. Then in 2016, I
played guitar with Allie and the Kats,
a blues/rock band that I helped form.
Again we won the Jacksonville Public
Library Battle of the Bands. In 2017, we
represented Jacksonville at the International Blues Festival in Memphis.
At this point, I really wanted to play
with a progressive metal band, so I

Dr. Mark Michaels cares for patients, newborn and up, with an emphasis on disease
prevention. He is an American Board of
Family Medicine certified physician who
obtained his Medical Degree from St.
George’s University after completing his
B.S. in Brain, Behavior, and Cognitive
Science at the University of Michigan Ann
Arbor. He completed his residency training
in Michigan where he joined the residency
as a faculty member and eventually became
Program Director before deciding to relocate his family to Florida.
Dr. Tristan Imhof cares for patients from
birth through geriatrics, encouraging a
healthy lifestyle to prevent the underlying variables that cause chronic disease in
hopes of saving lives and creating a much
healthier general population. He is a
board-certified family medicine physician
who joined the Flagler Health+ physician
enterprise from Baptist Primary Care.
He completed his residency at St. Luke’s
University Health Network after receiving his medical degree from University
of Medicine and Health Services in New
York city and his undergraduate degree
from Isenberg School of Management at
the University of Massachusetts.

Q: Who would you consider
to be your musical influences?
A: I would say Eric Johnson
for guitar playing. For bands,
I would say Dream Feeder,
Opeth, Led Zeppelin, Rush,
and Steely Dan. We always listened to
music at home when I was growing up
and so I came to consider these bands
as my influences.
[Editor’s Note: Visit evansinclaire.
com for more information about Evan
Sinclaire.]

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Flagler Health+

Flagler Health+ Primary Care at Julington Creek opened
on Tuesday, Feb. 22 with a ribbon cutting ceremony.

View our full menu and place your order online
at WillieJewellsBBQ.com!

Beer
& Wine
Available

$5.00
off
any purchase of $25 or more
Willie Jewell’s Old School Bar-B-Q

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Offer expires 4/30/2022.
No cash value. Dine-In and Take-Out only. One coupon per Customer.

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH AND UBER EATS!
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Puzzles

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

Briefs cont. from pg. 2

Zones or FEMA Flood Insurance
rates.
Visit www.sjcemergencymanagement.org for more information.
Take Steps Walk: Ten years and
counting
The annual Take Steps Jacksonville
Walk will take place April 23 at the
Beachwalk Club on County Road
210 with registration at 9 a.m.
followed by the walk at 10 a.m.
Patients, families, caregivers, and
healthcare professionals across the
country have been walking in support of those living with Crohn's
disease and ulcerative colitis for
more than 10 years and raised more
than $85 million to move forward the work in research, patient
services, advocacy, and professional
education.
Supporters are encouraged to create
a team and raise money to help
to change the lives of the almost
18,000 residents of Northeast
Florida affected. Needed are walk
teams, participants and volunteers;
visit www.cctakesteps.org/jacksonville2022 to register. There is no
registration fee to participate, but all
fundraising participants are encouraged to donate $100 to receive a
t-shirt and pennant and be eligible
for the Pacesetter Club.
The Crohn's & Colitis Foundation
is the largest voluntary non-profit
health organization dedicated to
finding cures for Inflammatory
Bowel Diseases. Visit www.crohnscolitisfoundation.org or call (888)

694-8872 for more information.
Easter bonnets requested at
Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and
Women’s Club April luncheon
The Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and
Women’s Club will hold its April
meeting and luncheon on Tuesday,
April 12 at 11 a.m. at the St. Johns
Golf and Country Club, located at
205 St. Johns Golf Drive. Doors
will open at 10:30 a.m. The cost
of the luncheon will be $23; make
checks payable to BTNC and mail
to Deborah Russell, 12376 Fireberry Ct., Jacksonville, FL 32258.
Payment must be received no later
than April 7, 2022, no exceptions.
Be sure to indicate your entrée
choice on the check memo line;
visit www.facebook.com/BTNC1
for food choices and updated information.
Attendees are asked to dress in an
Easter bonnet and enter the contest
for Most Elaborate, Most Funny,
and Most Creative. There will be a
dice game of Left Center Right, and
$3 is needed to play.
The Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and
Women’s Club meets the second
Tuesday of every month from
September to May for lunch. In addition to the monthly meetings, the
club has a wide variety of interest
groups, including Bridge, Continental Rummy, Pennies Canasta,
Mexican Chicken Train dominoes,
Bunko, Mah Jongg, golf, recipe
exchange, monthly special events,
book clubs, lunch and matinee,
Lunch Divas, Ladies Night Out, a
nature walk group and community

projects. Email bartramtnc@gmail.
com or visit www.facebook.com/
BTNC1 for more information.
Newcomers of North St. Johns
announces April luncheon
Newcomers of North Saint Johns
(NNSJ) will host its April luncheon on Tuesday, April 19, beginning at 11:15 a.m. at Al Dente’s
Ristorante Italiano, 90 Shops Blvd.
in St. Johns. The event features
games of bingo after lunch and
great prizes.
As part of this special luncheon
event, NNSJ members are encouraged to bring a children’s book as a
donation to the St. Johns County
Public Library System. “The last
time we had our book drive, we
were able to collect more than 40
books to give to the Main Library
in St. Augustine and also generated
nearly $175 in cash donations,” said
Lyn Whitlock, co-president of the
club. “We hope we can exceed our
last book drive!”
Doors will open at 11:15 a.m. The
cost for the luncheon and program
is $30 for members with a guest
price of $35. All reservations must
be received by April 8, 2022.
Contact Sue Aird at sjaird@comcast.net to register for the luncheon
or for more information about
membership. Newcomers of North
St. Johns offers a wide variety of
activities to get acquainted and have
fun including smaller lunch groups,
wine socials, golf, Mah Jongg, holiday parties, day trips and cultural
events.

Community Marketplace

Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

Commercial or Residential - no project too small

• Driveways • Walkways
• Pavers

• Concrete Removal

• Patios

• Driveway Extension

www.floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!
Catering to the needs of the
homeowner since 2002

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

We take care of your I.T.

so you can focus on your business

Serving St Johns and
Mandarin since 2003

904.287.2254
www.itpromise.com

Managed Services
Data Backup solutions
Security: Firewalls, Virus protection,
Email filtering
Business Continuity & Disaster
Recovery Planning
Website Development
Residential Services
2013 Small Business Leader
of the Year Jax Chamber

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919
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A dynasty? Nease JROTC is best
drill team in northeast Florida

EDUCATION
Train online to do medical
billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI!
Get trained & certified to
work in months! 888-5726790. The Mission, Program
Information and Tuition
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/consumerinformation. (M-F 8-6 ET)
HEALTH & FITNESS
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-4455928 Hablamos Español
Dental insurance - Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company.
Covers 350 procedures. Real
insurance - not a discount
plan. Get your free dental info
kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258
Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free
info kit. Call 877-929-9587
MISCELLANEOUS

Senior cadets Brodie Mongon, Anthony Tuckers, Daniel Mahoney, Kaitlyn Boggs, Isabella Rivera and Emmelie Neff
receive the Area-12 Academic, Athletic and Drill Championship trophy on March 5 in Douglas, Georgia.
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Nease lost its last sanctioned drill meet
in Area-12 more than 2,900 days ago.
Since that defeat during the 2014 Area12 Drill Championships, Nease has
reeled off 29 consecutive drill championships — the last being the 2022
Area-12 Academic, Athletic and Drill
Championship at Coffee County, Georgia on March 5. With eight straight
state championships beginning in 2015,
Nease established itself as arguably
northeast Florida’s most dominating
high school championship program.
Competing against the very best 15
Navy high school JROTC drill teams
in Area-12, an area which includes all
of northeastern Florida and the entire
state of Georgia, Nease swept first place
in all five Drill events, all three Athletic
events, Personnel Inspection and narrowly placed second only in Academics — thereby preventing a clean sweep
across the board.
Nease competed in five previous drill
competitions this year, winning at
Sprayberry (Georgia), Lee County
(Georgia), Martin Luther King (Georgia), Mandarin (Florida) and Flanagan
(Miami, Florida).
“This team has improved exponentially
since our first competition last October,” said senior naval science instructor Captain Scott LaRochelle. “We’re
peaking at just the right time with the

national championships in early April.”
Nease’s individual drill commanders
chose the right time to deliver their
very best performances. Isabella Rivera
(Color Guard and Unarmed Exhibition), Kaitlyn Boggs (Unarmed Basic),
Daniel Mahoney (Armed Exhibition)
and Brodie Mongon (Armed Basic) led
their units to near perfect scores during
the competition.
“One of the competition judges was
previously assigned as a member of
the Marine Corps Ceremonial Honor
Guard in Washington, DC,” said Master
Chief Duane Spears. “He commented
that our cadets’ discipline and focus in
drill was the best he had ever seen.”

Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC
home standby generator
$0 Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free Quote.
Call before the next power
outage: 1-844-334-8353
Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490
AT&T Internet . S tar ting at $40/month w/12mo agmt. 1 TB of data/
mo. Ask how to bundle &
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime war-

ranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 855-761-1725
Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398
HughesNet - Finally, superfast internet no matter where
you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/
mo! Unlimited Data is Here.
Stream Video. Bundle TV
& Internet. Free Installation. Call 866-499-0141
Looking for assisted living, memory care, or independent living? A Place
for Mom simplifies the process of finding senior living
at no cost to your family.
Call 1-833-386-1995 today!
Become a published author.
We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trusted
since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free author’s guide 833-719-3029 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/acp
Paying top cash for men's
spor t watches! Rolex ,
Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236
Put on your TV Ears & hear
TV w/unmatched clarity.
TV Ears Original - originally
$129.95 - now w/this spe-

cial offer only $59.95 w/
code MCB59! 1-833-530-1955
Aloe Care Health medical alert system. Most advanced medical alert product on the market. Voiceactivated! No wi-fi needed!
Special offer w/code
CARE20 for $20 off Mobile
Companion. 1-855-521-5138
Hero takes stress out of managing medications. Hero
sorts & dispenses meds,
sends alerts at dose times
& handles prescription refill
& delivery for you. Starting at $24.99/month. No
initiation fee. 90-day riskfree trial! 1-888-684-0280
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 1/21/23. 1-833-872-2545
The Generac PWRcell solar
plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce reliance
on grid, prepare for outages & power your home.
Full installation services.
$0 down financing option.
Request free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785
WANTED TO BUY
Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O.
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Garage sales
Reds Gait Lane Saturday, April 9 from 8am
to 1 PM
Heaven Trees (San
Jose/Loretto), Sat. April
2 8 a.m. - ?
Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we
belong to has purchased
the above classifieds.
Determining the value of
their service or product
is advised by this publication. In order to avoid
misunderstandings, some
advertisers do not offer
employment but rather
supply the readers with
manuals, directories and
other materials designed to
help their clients establish
mail order selling and other
businesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should
you send any money in
advance or give the client
your checking, license ID, or
credit card numbers. Also
beware of ads that claim
to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that
if a credit repair company
does business only over
the phone it is illegal to
request any money before
delivering its service. All
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may
or may not reach Canada.

Job Finder:
Water Treatment Installer/Tech wanted full time for an established Water Treatment
company. 1 year experience, clean driving record & background check. Paid Health
Insurance after 90 day probation,profit sharing with 401K. Send resume to: Terri@
affordablewaterjax.com (904)262-0197.
Let us help you reach your career goals! Contact River Garden today to learn more
about current job opportunities on our campus or visit www.rivergarden.org/careers.
Your next job is only a click away!
SALES/MARKETING OFFICE STAFF WANTED for a State Farm agent’s office in Mandarin.
Experience in sales desirable. This position will require Florida Insurance Licensing.
Please send resumes to sue@jimregister.com.

Garden of Excellence

“Being on this team has taught me so
much about leadership and teamwork,”
said Rivera. “As a freshman, I was just
happy to be a part of the team. Now as
a senior, I have the opportunity to command under pressure… and it’s awesome.” Her hard work paid dividends as
she has already received appointments
to both the U.S. Coast Guard Academy,
Merchant Marine Academy, and a national NROTC scholarship to Virginia
Tech.
Several cadets also garnered top honors
for individual performance, including
Ben Prohofsky – first in Academics,
Anthony Tucker – first in Male Sit Ups,
and Daniella Camacho – first in Female
Sit Ups.

Photo courtesy Dianne Battle, Garden Club of Switzerland

The Garden Club of Switzerland would like to congratulate Kathy and Charles Schwob of 1525 Pintail Drive on
their excellent yardscaping. Their property has earned our Garden Excellence Award for the month of April.
We would also like to recognize Mary Sue and Michael Wolf at 1484 Mallard Lake Avenue for their excellent
landscaping. Next month you may see our members driving through your community. It is always a pleasure
to see what our neighbors are doing to beautify their properties. Visit www.switzerlandgc.org if you would like
more information or would like to nominate a noteworthy yard.

Visit us online!
Nease’s Armed Basic team under the command of Brodie Mongon performs its winning routine during the Area-12
Championships.

www.floridanewsline.com
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Nutrition
Check

Celebrating International
Carrot Day!
By Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN and Caroline Jury BS
mail@floridanewsline.com

We would like to feature this delicious
vegetable in honor of International
Carrot Day celebrated on April 4 each
year. Carrots have now become an
everyday staple in many households,
dating back from the 10th century
in Persia and Asia Minor. Did you
know that carrots are the sixth most
consumed fresh vegetable across the
United States? (AGMRC)
Carrots can come in an array of colors
including orange, red, white, purple,
black, and yellow. One of the most
popular carrots that we consume every
day is the orange carrot. Orange carrots
contain beta carotene, which helps keep
your vision healthy. Two small-to-medium raw carrots provide 41 calories, 0.93
g protein, 9.58 g carbohydrate, and 2.8
g fiber. The color differences play an essential role in the nutritional contents of
the carrots. Each color brings different
nutrients and unique phytochemicals to
provide nutritional boosts to our body
and immune system.
What are some fun ways that you can
add carrots into your dietary pattern?

1. Pack a small bag of carrots and your
favorite dip (ranch, hummus, artichoke
spread) as a healthy on-the-go snack
2. Shred carrot varieties into one of
your regular dishes you cook. Some fun
examples include meatloaf, spaghetti,
soup, and roasts.
3. Try presenting carrots in different
ways such as sliced vs. whole. You can
also try cutting horizontal vs. vertical.
Visual presentation is one of the five
senses of how we enjoy food.
4. One of our favorite recipes to make
are air-fried carrots with sprinkled
parmesan cheese. If you don’t have
an air fryer, baking it will do just the
trick! Add a splash of vegetable oil or
vegetable spray and a dash of salt and
rosemary and you will make the perfect
combination.
Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN,
CLC, FAND is an assistant professor in
the Department of Nutrition and Dietetics, Brooks College of Health, University
of North Florida.

Card group seeks members

More Than a Home
Away From Home
The Adult Day Program at River Garden offers
a purposeful, safe environment for seniors who
require extra support. Each day features a variety
of activities designed to engage clients’ physical,
social, occupational and intellectual needs. It also
provides a worry-free time during the week for
caregivers to work, relax or tend to their own needs.

For more information, call (904) 288.7858
or visit RiverGarden.org

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Photo courtesy Terry Brickhouse

A local card group, Jokers Wild, plays the game of “Hand, Knee, and Foot” on Wednesdays. If you are
interested in joining, call (904) 230-6963 and leave a message.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD HEADQUARTERS FOR…
Printing
Banners-Posters-Signs
Business Cards-Direct Mail
Packing & Shipping
Shredding
Faxing & Scanning
Mailbox Services
Notary Services
Passport Photos
St Augustine-World Golf Village #6113

904.940.0055

52 Tuscan Way, Suite 202

Store6113@theupsstore.com

St Augustine FL 32092

Locally Owned and Operated
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Fishing

Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Capt. David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.com

April showers may bring more flowers,
but best of all it's time for flounder. Not
only flounder, but many other species of
fish that find their way down the St. Johns
River this time of year.
Bridges and docks from downtown
Jacksonville to Green Cove Springs are the
most likely areas to locate this tasty favorite. Shrimp, jig heads tipped with shrimp,
and even live finger mullet are all quality baits that can be used. Flounder can
be caught at most any depth, but when
fishing docks and bridge pilings, depths
of about 15 feet or less might be more
productive. Remember that the minimum
size limit is now 14 inches with a daily bag
limit of five per person.
Croaker is another species of fish that can
be expected at any time in the river. This
smaller cousin of the redfish is both plentiful and very good eating and should be
plentiful all through the river during the
upcoming months. Croaker make a great
fish fry for friends and family as there are
no restrictions to size and the bag limit
can't be over 100 pounds. Dead shrimp or
even earthworms soaked on the bottom is
all that is needed to catch this fish.
Yellowmouth trout, now referred to as
weakfish, can show as early as April in our
parts of the river. Since they are a little
more finicky regarding the salinity of the
river, rainfall amounts can speed up or
delay their arrival. Shrimp, cut bait, or jig
heads tipped with either, should be fished
on the bottom in holes and near ledges.

Weakfish make for another great fish fry
catch as there is no size limit and a daily
bag limit of 100 pounds per person.
If there was to be a kickoff month to our
fishing season for the St. Johns, April
would be most likely the month. With
warmer weather and increasing water temperatures bait fish and their predators will
definitely be on the increase. Flounder,
croaker, and weak fish are just some of the
species to be expected along with drum,
sheepshead, and everyone’s favorite, the
redfish and more.
While our saltwater fishing in the river is
still on warm and waiting to get hot, our
area's freshwater fishing is already there.
The bass bite has been strong in all our
area freshwater locations, and it should
continue into the summer. Surf fishing is
also turned all the way up with whiting
catches of 30 to 40 being reported.
Fishing Report: Freshwater fishing for bass
continues to be very good, while fishing
the beach for whiting seems to be at its
best.
Whether you catch one, some or none,
the family time spent fishing will last a
lifetime.
Email your Catch of the Month photo to
catchofthemonthpictures@gmail.com. Be
sure to include the name of the person(s)
in the photo, the name of the person who
took the photo, the type of fish and date
and location of the catch. We will select a
photo each month for publication.

The
Pantry
Raiders

Pecans give these
cookies extra
appeal

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Cookies may never be considered “health
food,” but there are ways to make them
more nutritious. The addition
of beneficial ingredients like
pecans can do just that.
This recipe for “Cowboy
Cookies” from “Live Well,
Bake Cookies” (Rock Point)
by Danielle Rye includes oats,
pecans and coconut in the mixture,
adding flavor and nutritional appeal.
Cowboy Cookies
Makes 50 to 52 cookies
2 cups all-purpose flour, spooned and
leveled
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
½ teaspoon salt
2 cups old-fashioned rolled oats
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, softened
1 cup packed light brown sugar
⅔ cup granulated sugar
2 large eggs, at room temperature
2 tsp. pure vanilla extract
1 ½ cups semisweet chocolate chips
¾ cup sweetened shredded coconut
1 cup chopped pecans
1. In a large mixing bowl, whisk
together the flour, baking soda, ground
cinnamon, and salt until well combined. Stir in the old-fashioned rolled
oats and set aside.
2. In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted

“I only want cremation.”

www.fruitcove.com

Call for pricing

501 State Rd 13, St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.0996

Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

with the paddle attachment or in a
large mixing bowl using a handheld
mixer, beat the butter, brown
sugar and granulated sugar
together for 1 to 2 minutes,
or until well combined.
3. Mix in the eggs, one at a
time, then mix in the vanilla
extract until fully combined,
making sure to stop and scrape
down the sides of the bowl as needed.
4. Mix in the dry ingredients until just
combined, then mix in the chocolate
chips, shredded coconut and chopped
pecans on low speed until fully incorporated.
5. Cover tightly and refrigerate for at
least 1 hour.
6. Preheat the oven to 350 F. Line large
baking sheets with parchment paper or
silicone baking mats and set aside.
7. Using a 1½ tablespoon cookie
scoop, scoop the cookie dough onto
the prepared baking sheets, making
sure to leave a little room between each
one. Gently press each ball of cookie
dough down to slightly flatten it.
8. Bake for 10 to 13 minutes, or until
the tops of the cookies are set and the
edges are lightly browned. Remove
from the oven, and allow the cookies
to cool on the baking sheets for 5 to
10 minutes, then carefully transfer the
cookies to a wire rack to cool completely.

Clarity for Life

Worship 9:30 & 11am
Connect Groups 9:30 & 11am
@FruitCoveBC

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Volunteer Opportunity!
Help Older Adults Make Informed Medicare Decisions

Introducing Oticon MoreTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

You're invited to try
Oticon More RISK FREE

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist /Owner

HEARING CENTERS

Come in and bring a
loved one to receive:
• FREE Consultation
• Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Call 904-262-5550 Today! Your Community Resource for Be�er Hearing
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com 12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

SHINE – Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders – is volunteer program
that provides older adults and persons with disabilities free and unbiased
counseling on their health insurance options.
ElderSource needs more SHINE volunteers! All training is completed online
through virtual classes. This is a volunteer opportunity where you can really
make a diﬀerence in the lives of an older adults. Volunteers are wanted
for Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia counties.
Bilingual volunteers are needed!

To learn more call:

904-391-6644
Log on to

www.Floridashine.org

to complete the volunteer application.
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(904) 233-8731
Broker Associate & REALTOR®
DougNunneryRealtor.com

Gardening
Information from the University of Florida, which master gardener volunteers rely
on to inform the public, is research-based
and reliable. Up-to-the-minute gardening
advice and timely tips from UF can always
be found in “The Neighborhood Gardener” (https://tinyurl.com/39p7t8md)
and in our own Duval County newsletter
“A New Leaf – Yard and Garden” (https://
tinyurl.com/2p899u5c).
To go directly to the source, check out
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/, where you can
find links to Lawn and Garden information and Natural Resources. The Florida
Vegetable Gardening Guide is invaluable
(https://tinyurl.com/ysmpahnk).

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.
Nina McIntosh, PA-C, Jaime Kibler, DO, Donald J. Levine, MD,
Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios, PA-C, are dedicated to your
family’s health through every stage of life. They offer you and your family
a medical home, where you can enjoy an ongoing relationship with your
personal physician. Convenient. Caring. Connected. That’s changing health
care for good.
Areas of expertise include:
•
•
•
•

Sports/school physicals
Immunizations
Well child visits
Preventive/GYN exams

•
•
•
•

Disease management
Minor skin lesion and mole removal
Osteopathic treatment
On-site lab

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.
Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
1400 Bishop Estates Road • St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.2794
baptistprimarycare.net

© Baptist Health 2021

If you prefer, you can call the Extension Office at (904) 255-7450, Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. or 12:30
p.m. – 3:30 p.m. and ask to speak to a
master gardener volunteer. They are available to give you friendly, informed advice
whenever you need it.
There are other reliable online resources
these days about gardening and related
issues, which I’ve found can deliver fascinating, detailed information on how our
yards and gardens can be both delightful
for us and a welcoming habitat for our
feathered — and other — friends.
Birds are the most obvious visitors to our
gardens. Sadly, numbers of backyard birds
have plummeted in recent years. The same
might have been true of game birds, but
with concerted efforts to improve their
situation through wetland protection and
restoration efforts, their numbers have
rebounded.
So how can we make a difference nearer to
home? First, we need to understand that
the birds we see in our yards are primarily
dependent on insects to feed their young
— and that means mainly caterpillars.
We are familiar with the milkweeds on
which monarch butterflies lay their eggs,
but many other butterflies and moths also
lay eggs on one or a few species of plants
and if we don’t include those plants in our
yards, then the birds won’t have the caterpillars they need for their young to thrive.
Doug Tallamy is a noted expert on
developing habitat in small spaces, like
our yards, and recently he gave a talk to
the Garden Club of Jacksonville: https://

Gardens for Nature
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

tinyurl.com/2n5xe4k3. It’s a comprehensive and fascinating explanation of why we
should and how we can use native plants
to effectively support our birdlife.
For a table summarizing which native
plants are most useful – our “keystone species” — go to the National Wildlife Federation (https://tinyurl.com/y22cyfmk).
You’ll find that our oaks support hundreds
of insects, and asters like goldenrods (Solidago sp.) are superstars in the border.
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is
another great resource. They offer online
courses for a fee, but there is also a series
of free videos on YouTube, and this is one
that I’ve found useful: https://tinyurl.com/
wwnmfxu5.
Check out the Xerces Society (https://
tinyurl.com/2p8fcpbm), The Audubon
Society (https://tinyurl.com/mrxvuspe),
and from the USDA, a useful series of
links to backyard conservation information (https://tinyurl.com/2p9h8c2c).
Here in Jacksonville, the Ixia chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society holds meetings
and arranges field trips. Check them out
here: https://ixia.fnpschapters.org/.
It was a warm and often too-dry start to
our year. Clearing out some areas of my
backyard in March, when it felt like high
summer, I wondered just what the actual
summer will bring. Cool season leafy
vegetables have gone to seed more quickly
than expected and aphids appeared at
the end of February. I’m expecting the
beneficial insects to show up, but their
food source, the pests, arrive before the
predators and I’ve only spotted two species
of assassin bugs.
Our average last frost date now falls between March 1 and March 10. Ironically,
on March 12, local temperatures fell to the
low 30s. So, averages are just that — averages. I had recently trimmed back dead
stems of various perennials, which made
them more vulnerable to frost. Where
practical, I covered some of them to protect the tender new growth they’ve already
put on, but I was mainly concerned about
potted plants, smaller plants and seedlings
I’ve been propagating, potted citrus, and
house plants. Luckily temperatures weren’t
as low as I had feared. Here’s hoping that’s
the last cold snap of the season!
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Travel

World’s first theme park for
By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com
preschoolers: Peppa Pig

I first encountered Peppa Pig, a children’s TV show, when visiting my son
and his family in Baltimore. My threeyear-old granddaughter was watching, so
I joined her. The charm of the animated
characters speaking with British accents captivated me: Peppa, her brother
George, and Mommy and Daddy Pig.
Preschoolers adore the show, and their
parents approve; thus, Peppa gained a
following and rose to fame. Now, she
stars in her own theme park located
in Winter Haven, Florida, adjacent to
Legoland. I checked out the preschooler’s playground, a Certified Autism
Center, and found it “oinktastic,” as
Peppa might say.
Rides and attractions are sized for children five and younger and handicapped
accessible, but some require a minimum
height. Daddy Pig’s Roller Coaster ranks
as the most adventurous. Take a seat
behind Daddy Pig’s red car — and you’re
off. The caravan scoots participants up
(not too high) and then rolls the vehicles
down and around numerous swift curves.
Once was enough for me, but Izzy
Hough of Clermont, celebrating her fifth
birthday, claimed the roller coaster as her
favorite attraction in the park.
Grampy Rabbit’s Dinosaur Adventure (very tame) gently rocks a seated
child and adult around the dino quest
grounds. High Striker slides seated riders up and down a bench attached to

a tower. You can ride in
a boat or hot air balloon
or let your kiddos pedal a
tricycle (two sizes) within a
confined path.
Allow time to explore the
Fun Fair with traditional
games, a playground with
a giant sandbox, nature
trail, maze, fort, and greenhouse.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Park sign.

unlocks hidden treats.

Water’s always a winner.
Muddy Puddles Splash
Pad tickles the piggies with
cooling spray via sprouting fountains and watery
showers. Here, I found Izzy’s
sister, Eden, sopping wet.
Eden, celebrating her second birthday,
was delighted. Eden’s mom, Christina,
suggested visitors bring towels for drying
off.
The park gets direct sun, so bring plenty
of sunscreen and hats. If you get hot
(and you will), take a break and head
inside to watch some episodes of Peppa
Pig on the big screen. Peppa and her
family also perform live shows on a stage
covered by a tent throughout the day.
Check the schedule for Peppa’s personal
meet and greet sessions.
You can save by purchasing single-day
tickets online at $30.99 instead of the
$35 price at the gate. Everyone two and
older needs a ticket. I was pleased to

Peppa Pig.

hear you can
bring food into
the playspace,
another way to keep costs down.
To avoid peak crowds (snort, snort),
choose a weekday, arrive before the park
opens at 10 a.m., or start your visit in
the afternoon. Many families leave in
the early afternoon.
I also spent a night in the Pirate Island
section of the Legoland Hotel. Each
room includes a king-size bed and a
separate sleeping space (bunk beds with
a trundle) for kids. Colorful piratethemed murals cover the walls. Legos,
of course — a container of them below
the TV. The most fun thing about the
room is following the treasure hunt that

While you might need
to rob a treasure chest
to afford the hotel
rates, the facility offers
many advantages: you
can park and leave
On the roller coaster. your car for free, walk
only steps to Peppa Pig
or Legoland theme parks, go back to
your room for nap time, and extend the
day at the hotel’s pool and waterpark.
A mini-golf course and s’more fire pit
are located on the property near the
lake. Two restaurants await any hunger
needs. The waiters serve complimentary
breakfast at your table. The Shipwreck
Restaurant serves bountiful family-style
dinners — reservations suggested.
For a fun day and more information:
VisitCentralFlorida.com.
Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories
and travel tips.

“The staff are wonderful and there
are lots of activities. It feels like
I am at a resort — the pool is
beautiful and big. I am happy
I’m here and it’s perfect for me.”
- Dorothy

Retire in style at Starling!
Our residents are unique – and so are their lives. Starling’s
that will keep you active, social and feeling right at home.

Luxury senior living is just a call away.
Independent Living
904.395.5724
885 Crosswater Pkwy
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Whether you’re sampling the gourmet dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby,

Assisted Living & Memory Care

Starling is all about what matters: embracing life with friends,

904.395.5046
999 Crosswater Pkwy
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

family and community.

StarlingLiving.com | Assisted Living Facility #13109 | Follow us on Facebook
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500 SR 13 N.
Behind McDonald's,
Next to Primrose
904-217-7326

2560 US Highway 1 S.
St Augustine, FL 32086
904- 203-1390

5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

2430 Blanding Blvd
904-267-1900

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923
9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309
3575 US Highway 17
904-458-4997

Come see us before your next road trip!
$25 OFF
$50 OR MORE PURCHASE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes oil change.

$50 OFF
ANY SET OF TIRES
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF

Gates:

WHEEL ALIGNMENT

5 pm

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$30 OFF

5:30 pm

AC EVAC & RECHARGE

&

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

7:00 PM

$20 OFF

8:30 pm

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

ANY OIL CHANGE

“Servicing Every Customer Like
They’re FAMOUS!”

CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE

Jon Stickley Trio
& Dean Winter and the Heat

Lunar Vacation & G la z e d

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$24.99

Katz Downstairz
& M r . A l P e te

Headliner:

ANY FLUSH

$5 OFF

Dirty Bird & The Flu

Openers:

Let Famous Automotive Professionals
give you a 5-Star Service.

v i s i t ja x r i v e r ja m s . c o m

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

It’s time for healing.
Having a wound that won’t heal can put your entire life on hold.
Now you can get comprehensive wound care without leaving the
area at Baptist Nassau’s new Wound Care Center.
If you have a wound that hasn’t healed within the expected
amount of time, our team can help you get on the road to recovery.
We treat a variety of wounds:
• Arterial ulcers
• Diabetic ulcers
• Neuropathic ulcers
• Pressure ulcers
• Venous insufficiency
• Traumatic wounds

The longer a wound goes without
effective treatment, the greater
the risk of infection. What are you
waiting for? It’s time for healing.

Call 904.202.HEAL (4325)
for an appointment.

• Surgical wounds
• Vasculitis
• Radiation wounds
• Burns
• Other chronic, non-healing
wounds

Wound Care
and Hyperbaric
Medicine Center

Baptist South Wound Care and Hyperbaric Medicine Center
14534 Old St. Augustine Road • Medical Office Building 3
Suite 3110 • Jacksonville, FL 32258
© Baptist Health 2022

