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Pin-Up Paws 
celebration 
coming soon! 

Pin-Up Paws cont. on pg. 2

Battle of the Datil to benefit 
program for veterans

Photos courtesy HorsePlay Therapy Center 

A participating veteran at HorsePlay Therapy Center.

WHY LAUREN?
 EDUCATED.  INFORMED.
 EXPERIENCED.  PREPARED.
 COMMITTED.  TRUSTED.

VISIT WWW.ABELLFORSCHOOLBOARD.COM FOR MORE INFO.

ON NOVEMBER 8TH, PLEASE VOTE 

LAUREN ABELL 
FOR ST. JOHNS COUNTY SCHOOL 

BOARD DISTRICT 3.

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps 
mail@floridanewsline.com

At HorsePlay Therapy Center’s Rise Up 
for Veterans Program, the focus is on 
family. 

“Our goal is to help people and to help 
families. When we help a veteran, that 
is transferred to the family,” said Vicky 
Carregal, founder and executive direc-
tor. “We want to mend things that are 
broken. Helping a veteran to heal will 
only enhance the entire well-being of 
the family.” 

To that end, the non-profit organization 
offers eight-week sessions, both indi-
vidual and group, to any veterans and 
wounded warriors in the community 
facing post traumatic stress disorder and 
trauma, anything that is associated with 
military service. It is a comprehensive 
equine assisted therapy program that 
includes both riding and non-mounted 
activities aimed at rebuilding trust and 
connection to the physically and emo-
tionally wounded veteran. 

The program began on Veterans Day 
in 2021 and has been well-received 
ever since, said Carregal. The program 
came to life after Carregal met many 

military families who would bring their 
children for equine therapy, and, often, 
the veteran would gravitate to the barn. 
It seemed like an easy and comfortable 
place to talk to the parents, and, from 
there, “a seed was planted,” she said. 

HorsePlay Therapy Center, located in 
St. Augustine off State Road 207, also 
provides physical, occupational and 
speech therapy to children with spe-
cial needs. They use a comprehensive 
medical treatment model known as 
hippotherapy. A team of therapists in-
corporates the movement of the horse as 
part of each specialized treatment plan, 
Carregal said. 

The approach is much the same for 
veterans, concentrating on connecting 
with the horse through contact, com-
munication by learning how to engage 
and direct the horse with cuing and 
ultimately riding the horse. A therapist 
leads every participant on this journey, 
checking on emotional well-being every 
step of the way. Horses Cody, Solo, and 
Myava have been carefully selected to 
meet the needs of the program. Carregal 

said she looks for horses that are quiet, 
level-headed, calm, and strong (similar 
traits found in the horses for the chil-
dren’s program). 

“It has to be a good fit,” said Carregal. 

After the program is completed, partici-
pants are welcome to sign up again. The 
program has served 26 veterans so far, 
and the need continues to grow. When 
Carregal sees families healing because 
of the program, she feels inspired to do 
more. 

“It validates what we are doing, and it 
generates even more purpose,” she said.

To serve even more veterans, Carregal 
and staff are currently working on an 
18-acre satellite property off State Road 
305 that will be dedicated to the Rise 
Up for Veterans Program. Carregal said 
she is hoping for an early 2023 opening. 

The work done at HorsePlay Therapy 
Center is what inspired Ancient City 
Entertainment to hold its first annual 

Battle cont. on pg. 2

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The St. Augustine Humane Society 
will host its 12th annual Pin-Up 
Paws Party featuring the 2023 Pin-
Up Paws Pet Calendar, on Friday, 
Nov. 4 at 6 p.m. at the Renaissance 
St. Augustine Historic Downtown 
Hotel. All proceeds from the party, 
and the voting and calendar sales, 
support programs and services that 
keep pets and their humans together 
for life. This year, 140 pets entered 
the contest and campaigned for 
their big break — a chance to be 
featured in the 2023 calendar. Their 
combined $1 votes raised a record-
breaking $33,428. 

For the 12th year running, award-
winning photographer Addison 

Photos courtesy St. Augustine Humane Society

Sir Thomas of the Swamp.

Election 
Guide 
inside

Photos courtesy HorsePlay Therapy Center 

Datil peppers will be the star of the show at the Battle of 
the Datil!
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Battle of the Datil! charity event at 
Tringali Barn to benefit the Rise Up for 
Veterans Program. 

“I’ve worked alongside HorsePlay Thera-
py Center for many years now,” said 
Chris Shee, owner of Tringali Barn at 
Heritage Farms. “The work they do with 
handicapped children is unmatched. 
Their new program, Rise Up Veterans 
Program, focuses on helping disabled 
veterans and those needing therapy. To 
be a part of an event that shines a light 
on their incredible work is an honor. All 
of the net proceeds will be donated to 
Rise Up.” 

The event will be held on Saturday, Nov. 
12 from 2 p.m. – 9 p.m. at Tringali 
Barn at Heritage Farms located at 7310 
U.S. 1 South in St. Augustine. It will 
include raffles, special giveaways, local 
vendors, a full cash bar, live music, food 

trucks and a competition to find the 
best Datil recipe in town. 

“I’m thrilled to bring this event to 
life,” said Jeanetta Cebollero, owner of 
Ancient City Entertainment and the 
festival organizer. “Having our com-
munity come together to enjoy a day of 
music, food, and festivities is a feeling 
like no other, but benefitting our local 
veterans is icing on the cake. I hope to 
see everyone come out to help us kick 
off this inaugural event.” 

General admission tickets are $80. VIP 
tickets are $150 each and include an 
open bar, event t-shirt, Datil swag bag, 
and two sheets of tasting tickets. (Dis-
count for veterans with code VET20.) 
For vendor and sponsorship opportuni-
ties, contact info@stamarketplace.com. 
For more information, visit battleofthe-
datil.com. To purchase tickets, visit 
Eventbrite.

Fitzgerald has donated his talents to 
provide the prints of the furry finalists, 
and renowned fine artist Maribel Angel 
has contributed her artistry to create 
a unique pop art theme and calendar 
design. Pete Melfi with The 904 Now 
has signed on as Honorary Chair and 
is bringing his unique brand of host-
ing skills with him when he serves as 
emcee for the event.

The 2023 calendar featuring this year’s 
distinguished winner, Sir Thomas of 
the Swamp, will be unveiled at the 
party. Sir Thomas won the cover spot 
by raising $2,834. He is a current 
foster with Swamp Haven 
Rescue and is looking for 
his forever home. Accom-
panying Sir Thomas on the 
calendar will be photos of 
his court, including Miss 
Scarlett O’Hara, a close 
second to Sir Thomas 
with $2,625 raised. Miss 
Scarlett went from a sick 
foundling kitten to a fat 
cat who now lives the 
Florida lifestyle lounging 
by the pool. Returning 
for a second appearance, 
and in third place, is Otis, 
whose perfect modeling 
poses raised $2,281 in 
donations. Also featured is 
Sandy, who was abandoned 
on the street along with 
her mother, Summer. They 
are a bonded pair who now 
patiently await a new life 
with a forever family. 

Tickets to the Pin-Up Paws 
celebration are $95 per person and 

include dinner, complimentary wine, 
and a free Pin-Up Paws calendar. Table 
purchase and parking options are also 
available. A silent auction will feature 
stunning jewelry pieces, spa treat-
ments, resort stays and guitars signed 
by Tom Petty and The Heartbreakers, 
Prince, and the members of the Eagles. 
Additional event highlights include a 
wine pull and music by Rob Peck and 
the Matanzas Inlet Allstars. 

Contact development@staughumane.
org or call (904) 829-2737, ext. 111 
for more details. Visit www.staughu-
mane.org for more information about 
the St. Augustine Humane Society.

Pin-Up Paws cont. from pg. 1

Photos courtesy St. Augustine Humane Society

Miss Scarlett O’Hara
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FFBBFF Meet  Jabba Le Mutt!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in St. Augustine NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in St. Augustine NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.
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PG 10

 A. supervise  B. support  C. caring  D. attention

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s 
Mystery Photo was 

the Main Library 
of the St. Johns 
County Public 

Library System.

Can you guess  
where this is? 

Submit your answer to:    
mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Breed: 
Papillon (and mini lion) mix 

Favorite Activities: 
Catching frisbee, chewing on sticks, 

hunting geckos (but never caught one)
Favorite Treat: 

Good'n'fun triple flavor wings
Favorite Friends: 

Little humans
How did your BFF get his name:

 She was rescued and originally named 
Shiver because she was constantly 

shivering. Her daddy is a big fan of Star 
Wars and renamed her Jabba because 
she’s a strong girl and the ruler of her 

humans' universe. 

Do you 
love your 

community 
newspaper?

Are you a 
motivated 
self-starter 
with great 

people skills?

Join our 
Florida NewsLine 

team as a 
marketing rep!

Email publisher@floridanewsline.com for more information.Email publisher@floridanewsline.com for more information.

General  
Election  

Guide 
Pages 12 – 15
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1st: R.E.A.D. Book Club featuring this 
month’s theme, a book inspired by 

mythology, legend, or folklore, will be held 
at the Southeast Branch of the St. Johns 
County Public Library, 6670 US Highway 1 
South, on Nov. 1 from 10: 15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 
Registration at sjcpls.org is required for 
these events. 

4th: “How to Handle Your Kids on 
Legal Issues” will be presented 

by St. Johns County Legal Aid’s Megan 
Wall, Managing Attorney on Friday, Nov. 4 
at 10 a.m. at  COA’s River House, 179 Marine 
Street in St. Augustine. Contact (904) 209-
3655 or tharris@stjohnscoa.com for more 
information.

10th: AAUW St. Augustine Branch 
will hold a branch general 

meeting at 11:30 a.m. on Nov. 10 at the 
Serenata Beach Club, 3175 S. Ponte Vedra 
Blvd. in Ponte Vedra Beach. Authors 
Nancy Quatrano and Susan Slater will be 
the guest speakers. Prior to the program, 
there will be a luncheon at a cost of $30, 
which includes an entrée, salad, bread, 
tea or coffee, dessert, tip and tax. The 
reservation deadline for the luncheon 
is Wednesday, Nov. 2. Contact Gayle 
Diamant-Holland at (904) 417-0332 or 
gayle123@bellsouth.net for reservations or 
more information.

10th: Introduction to Calligraphy class 
will be held at COA’s River House, 

179 Marine Street in St. Augustine on Thurs-
days from 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. for five weeks 
beginning Thursday, Nov. 10. Registration 
required. Contact (904) 209-3655 or tharris@
stjohnscoa.com for more information.

11th: Veterans Day celebration to 
re-dedicate the St. Augustine 

Blue Star Memorial Marker and surround-
ing gardens dedication, sponsored by the 
Garden Club of St. Augustine, will be held at 
2 p.m. on Nov. 11 at 1 St. Johns Medical Park 
Drive. A reception will follow at the Garden 
Club of St. Augustine, 3440 Old Moultrie 
Road. This new garden and signage will 
honor all American Veterans. Contact Steve 
at dogoodthings904@gmail.com or (443) 
465-5818 for more information.

12th: The Northeast Florida 
Chapter of Sisters in Crime 

will meet on Nov. 12 at the Ponte Vedra 
Beach Branch Library, 101 Library Blvd. 
(FOL Room). Doors open at 10 a.m. and the 
meeting starts at 10:15 a.m. The program 
will be Mini-Workshop No. 2: "Develop-
ing Characterization: A tool for helping 
the development of your writing skills.” 
Bring your coffee and bring a friend. Visit 
www.nefloridasistersincrime.org for more 
information.

14th: Romp and Rhyme Storytime 
will be held at the Southeast 

Branch of the St. Johns County Public 
Library, 6670 US Highway 1 South, on 
Mondays, Nov. 14, Nov. 21, and Nov. 28 at 
10:30 a.m. Sing songs, dance with scarves, 
bounce along to rhymes, and read 
interactive stories to begin your little one’s 
lifetime love of reading.

14th: Baby Storytime, a gentle lap 
sit program for babies from 

birth to 18 months in the large meeting 
room with songs, finger plays, action 
rhymes, and puppets, will be held from 10 
a.m. – 10:30 a.m. on Nov. 14 at the South-
east Branch of the St. Johns County Public 
Library, 6670 US Highway 1 South. Register 
at www.sjcpls.org or call the library at 
(904) 824-6900. RSVP required for each 
child and adult attending. 

15th: Growing up on St. George 
Street with Sandra Parks, a 

St. Augustine native, will be held at The 
Waterworks next to the Main Library, 1960 
N. US Highway 1 South, from 1 p.m. – 2 p.m. 
on Nov. 15. This program is sponsored by 
the Friends of the Main Library and is free 
and open to the public. More information 
is available at www.sjcpls.org.

17th: Junior LEGO Robotics will meet 
on Nov. 17 from 4 p.m. – 5 p.m. at 

the Main Branch of the St. Johns County 
Public Library, 1960 Ponce de Leon Blvd. 
Space is limited and registration is required. 
Call Youth Services Librarian Andy Calvert 
(904) 827-6940 for more information.

26th: GTM Research Reserve will 
host its monthly Beach Clean-

up on Saturday, Nov. 26 from 9:30 a.m. – 
11:30 a.m. No registration is required; meet 
at the Visitor Center, 505 Guana River 
Road in Ponte Vedra Beach where gloves 
and trash bags will be provided. Visit 
gtmnerr.org for more information. 

29th: Family Storytime, with 
Mr. Andy and Ms. Marcia, 

designed for kids aged two to four and 
featuring music and stories, will be held 
from 11:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. on Nov. 29 at 
the Main Branch of the St. Johns County 
Public Library, 1960 Ponce de Leon Blvd. 
RSVP required for each child and adult 
attending. Call (904) 827-6940 for more 
information.

Have an event you’d like included in our 
community calendar? Email the infor-
mation to editor@floridanewsline.com. 
Deadline is the 10th of the month for the 
next month’s issue.

What’s Happening in St. AugustineWhat’s Happening in St. AugustineNovemberNovember Community Calendar

&

Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS NOW OPEN

Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Florida's Number 1 
Youth Soccer Program
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with St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit Court 
and Comptroller Brandon PattyQ A&

Guest Column Guest Column

The assessment process
By St. Johns County Property Appraiser Eddie Creamer

Property taxes in Florida are levied as of 
January 1 of each tax year, even though 
tax bills are not mailed until November. 
The tax roll, and ultimately your tax bill, 
are under the jurisdiction of three differ-
ent and distinct governmental units or 
agencies. First the Property Appraiser’s 
office assesses or appraises all real and 
tangible personal property in St. Johns 
County and applies the appropriate 
exemptions, caps and classified uses 
to create the tax roll. Next the taxing 
authorities, primarily St. Johns County 
and St. Johns County School Board, 
establish millage rates (the amount of 
tax per $1,000 in assessed value) and 
levy the taxes. And finally, the St. Johns 
County Tax Collector bills and collects 
the taxes.

The creation of the tax roll begins Janu-
ary 1 and continues until July 1, when 
the tax roll is submitted to the Florida 
Department of Revenue for detailed sta-
tistical evaluation and approval. The tax 
roll cannot continue forward to Truth 
in Millage, TRIM, and ultimately to tax 
bills until the Florida Department of 
Revenue issues its approval. Local taxing 
authorities have no jurisdiction or input 
into the tax roll.

Florida is a just market value state, 
meaning properties are assessed at just 
market value as of January 1 of each tax 
year. While there are slightly varying 
definitions, “just market value” can be 
defined simply as the amount a willing 
buyer will pay a willing seller in an open 
market transaction without any special 
considerations. Just market value and 
fair market value are interchangeable 
terms.

For the 2022 tax year the Property Ap-
praiser’s Office processed and reviewed 
13,664 sales from 2021 and qualified 
12,851 of those. Sales from 2022 will 
be utilized to establish 2023 Just Market 
Values.

For the assessment process, we divide St. 
Johns County into five distinct geo-
graphic markets; two appraisers are as-

signed to each market, and inside those 
markets further division is made into 
homogeneous or similar neighborhoods 
for appraisal. Each of those sales are 
recorded into our Computer Assisted 
Mass Appraisal System (CAMA). Along 
with qualified sales data, our office uti-
lizes cost information from third party 
sources as well as building permits to 
blend in data on new construction costs. 
Utilizing this data, we establish square 
foot rates or values, and using regres-
sion analysis we establish values for 
bedrooms and bathrooms. The CAMA 
system also uses age of the property, 
effective age of the property based upon 
permitted improvements over time and 
physical condition of the property based 
upon appraiser inspection. The apprais-
ers then establish final values for the 
neighborhoods for the tax roll.

In mass appraisal for property taxation 
purposes, the valuations of property and 
neighborhoods must meet certain sta-
tistical benchmarks to assure that those 
neighborhoods are not under assessed 
or over assessed. Benchmarks such as 
mean values, average values, level of 
appraisal, sales ratios, coefficient of 
dispersion and time trended analysis all 
must meet guidelines set by the Florida 
Department of Revenue and applied in 
a uniform manner across Florida’s 67 
counties. 

After the tax roll is submitted and ap-
proved by the Florida Department of 
Revenue, the property appraiser creates 
and mails TRIM notices and initiates 
a 25-day period for taxpayers to ap-
peal values or exemptions to the Value 
adjustment Board. At the end of the 
25-day period, the tax roll is finalized 
and certified to the Tax Collector for 
creation and mailing of the property tax 
bills. At this time the tax roll is closed, 
and the property appraiser may not 
make any changes. At the completion of 
the Value Adjustment Board, changes, 
if any, are made and the tax roll receives 
final certification.

On January 1 of the next tax year, the 
process starts again.

Tax rolls will open soon
By Dennis W. Hollingsworth, St. Johns County Tax 
Collector

The St. Johns County 2022 property 
tax bills will be in the mail soon. 
Notices will be sent on or around 
Nov. 1.

Although all tax notices become 
due Nov. 1, 2022, they are payable 
through March 31, 2023 without 
incurring a penalty. The greatest 
savings will come to those who opt 
to pay their taxes in November when 
they can get a 4 percent discount 
allowed by law, FS 197.162. The 
amount of the discount decreases by 
1 percent every month until March 
2023 when taxes must be paid and 
no discount is applied.

There are various methods of pay-
ment available to St. Johns County 
property owners. The easiest, most 
efficient and economical means is 
by e-check payment on the St. Johns 
County Tax Collector website, www.
stjohnstax.us. Online payments can 
be made via e-check for just $1, 
or by credit card for a 2.5 percent 
transaction fee. No part of this fee is 
retained by our office; it is a conve-
nience fee paid directly to the credit 
card company. Payment can also be 
made by mailing a check or visiting 
one of our four office locations. 

Hours of operation are 8:30 a.m. – 5 

p.m., Monday through Friday at the 
following office locations: St. Au-
gustine (Main Office), 4030 Lewis 
Speedway; Dupont Center, 6658 US 
1 South; Ponte Vedra, 151 Sawgrass 
Corners Drive, Ste. 100; and Juling-
ton Creek, 725 Flora Branch Blvd.

In addition to the tax notices sent to 
property owners, tax notices are also 
sent to mortgage companies with es-
crow accounts. Property owners with 
escrow accounts should receive an 
“information only” notice detailing 
your tax status and stating, "This 
is not a bill. Do not pay. Your bill 
has been forwarded to your escrow 
agent."

Questions regarding homestead 
exemptions and property assessment 
should be addressed to the St. Johns 
County Property Appraiser, who 
is responsible for providing the St. 
Johns County Tax Collector with the 
tax roll. Any questions regarding the 
individual taxing authorities' millage 
rates, CDD rates, assessments and 
exemptions listed on your notice 
should be addressed to those indi-
vidual authorities provided on the 
insert in your tax notice.

If you have questions, comments or 
suggestions, do not hesitate to con-
tact our office at (904) 209-2250 or 
email (taxcollector@sjctax.us).

Q. November is a time when our at-
tention turns to our veterans. Is the 
Clerk’s office involved in any special 
veteran services?  
A. Specifically for November and in 
recognition of Veterans Day, we are 
honoring veterans, active-duty mili-
tary, reservists and their dependents 
by providing complimentary passport 
photos and notary services. They can 
take advantage of these free services 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday — Friday 
through Nov. 30 at our courthouse 
location. Please present your DD 214, 
military ID, military dependent ID 
or show your driver license with the 
veteran designation to demonstrate 
eligibility. Waiving these fees during 
November is a small gesture of our 
appreciation and gratitude to our na-

tion’s heroes.

Q. Speaking of DD 214s, you’ve 
encouraged fellow veterans to record 
their discharge documents with 
the Clerk of Courts — why is that 
important?  
A. Yes, veterans may file their sepa-
ration records, called DD 214s, for 
free with the Clerk of Courts for 
safekeeping and easy future access. 
By recording your DD 214 with the 
Clerk’s office, an official copy is read-
ily available to you in case the original 
is lost or destroyed. Your record stays 
private — military separation docu-
ments don’t become public record 
for 62 years after separation, per the 
National Archives. We will be record-

Q&A with Brandon Patty cont. on pg. 8
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When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care following 
a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request River Garden for 
your rehabilitation needs. Our spacious therapy center, overlooking 
our lush campus, offers individualized treatment plans delivered 
by highly skilled, specialized therapists, seven days a week. 
Throughout your stay, our number-one priority is to help you regain 
your best quality of life and maximize your independence. There’s 
more than one reason why River Garden is the most highly rated 
skilled nursing facility in Northeast Florida.

Request River Garden 
RiverGarden.org  |  (904) 886.8419

How to create structure after retirement
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Professionals typically look forward to 
retirement and the freedom that comes 
with it. The notion that commuting 
and deadlines will one day be a distant 
memory is enough to make anyone 
excited for retirement. But when the day 
to leave the daily grind behind arrives, 
many retirees admit to feeling a little 

anxiety about how they're going to find 
structure.

Retirement is a big transition, and Rob-
ert Delamontagne, PhD, author of the 
2011 book "The Retiring Mind: How 
to Make the Psychological Transition to 
Retirement," notes that some retirees 
experience anxiety, depression and even 
a sense of loss upon calling it a career. 

Some of those feelings can undoubt-
edly be traced to the perceived lack 
of purpose some individuals feel after 
retiring. Without a job to do each day, 
people can begin to feel useless. Over-
coming such feelings can be difficult, 
but finding ways to build daily structure 
can make the transition to retirement go 
smoothly.

• Find something to truly engage in. 
Professionals who truly enjoy their 
work tend to be fully engaged, so it's no 
surprise if such individuals have a hard 
time adjusting to retirement. Some may 
suggest volunteering can help fill the 
void created by retirement, but research-
ers with the Sloan Center on Aging and 
Work at Boston College have found 
that only those individuals who are truly 
engaged in their post-retirement volun-
teering enjoy the psychological benefits 
of such pursuits. So before retirees dive 
right into volunteering as a means to 
creating structure, they should first exer-
cise due diligence and find an opportu-
nity they'll find genuinely engaging.

• Embrace the idea of "bridge employ-
ment." "Bridge employment" is the 
name given to the trend that has seen 
retired individuals take on part-time 
or temporary employment after they 
have retired from full-time working. 

COVID-19 has no doubt skewed 
post-retirement working statistics since 
the World Health Organization first 
declared a pandemic in March 2020, 
but a 2019 survey from the LIMRA 
Secure Retirement Institute found that 
27 percent of pre-retirees with at least 
$100,000 in assets planned to work 
part-time in retirement. Even part-time 
work can provide enough daily structure 
to help retirees feel as though each day is 
not just a free-for-all.

• Make a concerted effort to be more 
social. Volunteering and working are 
not the only ways to create structure 
in retirement. A concerted effort to be 
more social can help retirees fill their 
days with interactions with like-mind-
ed individuals who may be experienc-
ing the same feelings. Join a book 
club, a local nature group that goes 
on daily or semi-daily morning hikes 
or another local community organiza-
tion. These are great ways to build 
structure and meet new people. Retir-
ees can create social media accounts 
to find local community groups that 
cater to their interests. Even if it seems 
hard to believe, plenty of retirees are 
seeking to create structure in retire-
ment life, and social media can make 
it easier to find such individuals in 
your community.

How to determine if it's time to 
downsize
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Individuals work hard to save enough 
money to purchase their homes — and 
the hard work doesn't end there. Once 
homeowners settle into a new home, 
they may set their sights on renovations 
that suit their individual needs. And even 
when buyers find a home that needs no 
such work, maintenance requires home-
owners' utmost attention.

All that hard work is perhaps one reason 
why seniors may be a little reluctant to 
downsize as they advance through their 
golden years. In addition to the sweat 
equity homeowners put into their homes, 
all the memories they've made within 
their walls can make it harder to put a 
home on the market.

Downsizing is a difficult decision that's 
unique to each homeowner. Seniors who 
aren't quite certain if downsizing is right 
for them can consider three key factors 
to make a decision that's in their best 
interests.

• Cost: Perhaps no variable affects senior 
homeowners' decisions to downsize their 
homes as much as cost. No one wants to 
outlive their money, and downsizing to 
a smaller home can help seniors reduce 
their monthly expenses by a significant 
margin. Even homeowners who have 
long since paid off their mortgages can 

save substantial amounts of money by 
downsizing to a smaller home or even 
an apartment or condominium. Lower 
property taxes, reduced insurance premi-
ums and the need to pay for fewer repairs 
are just some of the ways downsizing can 
save seniors money.

• Space: Many people love the extra space 
that single-family homes provide. But 
seniors can take a walk through their 
homes and see how many rooms they 
still use on a consistent basis. If much of 
the home is unused, seniors can prob-
ably downsize without adversely affecting 
their daily lives.

• Market: The real estate market is 
another factor to consider when deciding 
if the time is right to downsize. A seller's 
market can help seniors get the biggest 
return on their real estate investment, 
potentially helping them make up for 
meager retirement savings. For example, 
home prices skyrocketed across the coun-
try during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
making that a great time for sellers to 
put their homes on the market. Seniors 
selling to downsize may capitalize on 
such spikes since they won't be looking 
to turn around and buy larger, equally 
expensive homes once they sell their 
current place. If the market is down and 
seniors can withstand the work and cost 
a little longer, it may be best to wait until 
things bounce back in sellers' favor.
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New option for affordable 
independent senior living 
now available 
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Quietly nestled in Mother 
Nature just east of the Intra-
coastal Waterway, Pablo Hamlet 
offers independent senior living. 
Recently expanded to meet the 
needs of the Beaches communi-
ties and Northeast Florida, Pablo 
Hamlet is managed by Elderly 
Housing Management Corp., 
Inc. 

Residents enjoy their neigh-
bors and the beautiful, pristine 
environment tucked away in 
a natural maritime habitat in 
Jacksonville Beach. This compas-
sionate residential apartment 
atmosphere includes 50 new, 
modern units. The apartments 
feature a quiet setting with 
walking trails, a pond, and 
nature park landscaping close to 
beaches, churches, world-class 
medical facilities, and the beauti-
ful Atlantic Ocean. 

Amenities include move-in 
modern units, and spacious 
one- and two-bedroom apart-
ments in a smoke-free environ-
ment. The apartments have 
an all-electric kitchen, ample 
closet space, cable TV and 
phone ready, building elevators 
and laundry facilities, 24-hour 
maintenance, a utility allow-
ance, and individually con-
trolled heat and air. Residents 
enjoy painting and having meet-
ings, social events, and classes in 
the multi-purpose community 
center, which features a kitchen. 
Also, they enjoy the business 
center, computer room, library, 
and beauty shop.

The Service Coordinator iden-
tifies and connects residents 
to area services. Friends and 
family enjoy convenient and 
well-lit parking. Visit www.
pablohamlet.com for more 
information.

5 ways to show seniors they're appreciated
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Senior citizens account for a significant per-
centage of the overall population. Estimates 
from the U.S. Census Bureau released in 2020 
indicate the nation's 65-and-older popula-
tion had grown by more than one-third over 
the preceding decade. By 2050, the number 
of senior citizens is expected to be close to 90 
million. 

People are living longer than ever, and as 
individuals age, the demand for senior services 
continues to grow — as does the need to be 
patient and respect the elderly. There are many 
ways to show seniors just how much they're 
appreciated.

1. Help with chores. Lend a hand with chores 
around the house that may have grown dif-
ficult for seniors. This can include mowing the 
lawn, weeding garden beds, shoveling snow, 
raking leaves, or even taking the garbage pails 
in and out on collection days.

2. Visit more often. Frequent visits are one 
of the simplest ways to show seniors you 
care. Whether seniors live in a private home 
or managed care facility, visitors brighten 
their days, especially if they no longer get 
out and about as frequently as they once 
did. Spending time together and sharing 
stories can bring smiles to the faces of older 
adults.

3. Plan activities with seniors in mind. When 
organizing parties and special events, consider 
the needs of seniors on the guest list. Add mu-
sic from their era to playlists or DJ requests. 
Seat seniors with mobility issues near exits and 
restrooms. Make sure to arrange for photos 
with the guest of honor to keep family history 
alive.

4. Thank seniors. Find any reason to thank a 
senior. Perhaps someone served in the mili-
tary or volunteered their time with children. 
Celebrate accomplishments big and small with 
a simple "thank you."

5. Prepare a meal. Invite a special senior over 
for a home-cooked meal with the family. Make 
it a regular occurrence on the calendar. If he or 
she cannot get out easily, bring a hot meal over 
to his or her place, instead.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Simple gestures of gratitude and appreciation can brighten a 
senior's day and let that person know he or she has not been 

forgotten. 
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County Commissioners approve funds 
for mental health support for fire 
rescue personnel
During the Oct. 4, 2022, regular 
Board of County Commissioners 
meeting, commissioners unanimously 
approved an allocation of $500,000 
from the Fire District Rescue Reserve 
to provide mental health support for 
members of St. Johns County Fire 
Rescue. 

District 2 Commissioner, Sarah 
Arnold, proposed the funding in a 
heartfelt message to first responders. 

"Suicide is the leading cause of death 
among firefighters and EMTs, and the 
repeated exposure to trauma provides 
a direct link to suicide rates among 
firefighters and EMTs," Arnold said 
during the meeting. "Our men and 
women in Fire Rescue are in crisis. 
I am speaking to you today, implor-
ing you not only as a member of this 
board but as a member of this com-
munity whose life has been deeply 
impacted by mental health struggles 
and the devastation of suicide."

The approved funding allocation 
will go toward the contractual estab-
lishment of mental health services 
available 24/7 to Fire Rescue person-
nel. Services will include professional 
mental health support in response to 
critical incidents or long-term expo-
sure to high-stress events.

This allocation will also provide fund-
ing to hire a Fire Rescue Chaplain 
who will provide services to personnel 
daily and respond to critical events for 
on-scene support. Additionally, the 
chaplain will help grow and train the 
department's peer support team, who 
is already working to provide neces-
sary peer-to-peer support for depart-
ment members in need. 

Local authors to speak at AAUW 
luncheon
Nancy Quatrano and Susan Slater will 
be the guest speakers at the Nov. 10 
meeting of the St. Augustine branch 
of the American Association of Uni-
versity Women. The program, open 
to the public, will take place at the 
Serenata Beach Club, 3175 S. Ponte 
Vedra Blvd. in Ponte Vedra Beach. 
The two women are mystery writers.

Nancy Quatrano is an award-winning 
novelist and short story editor. Her 
stories have almost involved dark, 
hard topics that deliver a satisfying 
ending. A mystery lover at heart, she 
also shows a romantic side. Susan 
Slater lived in the Southwest for 
32 years. The enchantment of New 
Mexico comes alive in her Ben Pecos 
series. After 39 years in New Mexico 
and being known as a Southwest 
mystery writer, she has brought all of 
her characters to Florida these past 10 
years. A selection of their books will 
be available to buy.

Prior to the program, there will be 
a luncheon at 11:30 a.m. at a cost 
of $30, which includes an entrée, 
salad, bread, tea or coffee, dessert, 
tip and tax. The reservation deadline 
for the luncheon is Wednesday, Nov. 
2. For reservations, contact Gayle 
Diamant-Holland at (904) 417-0332 

or gayle123@bellsouth.net. Informa-
tion about the organization is avail-
able at staugustine-fl.aauw.net, aauw.
org., and on Facebook, AAUW St. 
Augustine.

Wreaths Across America expands 
free teach program curriculum for 
educators
This year’s theme for Wreaths Across 
America is “Find a Way to Serve.” In 
keeping with this, the organization 
launched a new TEACH program 
earlier this year. The program, which 
was put together by retired educator 
and Gold Star Mother Cindy Tatum, 
shares an established curriculum 
designed to teach the next generation 
about the value of their freedom. In 
the past few months, with consistent 
updates based on American holidays 
and other important events, this 
program has become wildly popu-
lar with professional educators and 
homeschoolers. Last month alone, 
this program received over 2,000 indi-
vidual downloads.

The program, which consists of 
stories of courage and character, 
regularly introduces new educational 
materials, further focusing on charac-
ter development and service projects 
for young people of all ages. This 
program is free to download from 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/teach 
and is also available to all educators 
and homeschoolers on Teachers Pay 
Teachers. The program curriculum 
encompasses all grades starting at 
kindergarten through the senior year 
of high school.

To learn more, or to download 
Wreaths Across America’s TEACH 
materials, please visit www.wreath-
sacrossamerica.org/teach.

This year, National Wreaths Across 
America Day is Saturday, Dec. 17, 
2022. It is a free event and open to 
all people. For more information on 
how to volunteer locally or sponsor a 
wreath for an American hero, please 
visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. 

“Christmas on the River” returns to 
River House in support of seniors 
On Sunday, Nov. 20, from 5 p.m. 
– 8 p.m., Council on Aging (COA) 
invites the community to ring in 
the holiday season once again at 
River House with “Christmas on the 
River.” The annual fundraising event 
supports COA’s Care Connection 
program, which provides St. Johns 
County seniors with many services 
they need in order to continue to 
enjoy independence and quality of life 
at home.

Attendees are invited to enjoy wine 
tasting, heavy hors d’oeuvres, beer and 
wine, live music, and holiday shopping 
in the spectacular waterfront setting of 
River House in downtown St. Augus-
tine. This year will mark the first time 
the event will be held in person since 
pandemic-related closures began in 
2020.

“The Christmas on the River event 
evokes the holiday spirit so well,” said 
Becky Yanni, COA’s executive direc-
tor. “It is so festive and fun — and 
it is driven by a sincere wish to give 

St. Johns County mourns the passing of 
District 3 Commissioner Paul Waldron
 District 3 Commissioner Paul Wal-
dron passed away on Oct. 18. A 
lifelong resident of St. Johns County, 
Waldron was a true champion for resi-
dents, always putting their needs first. 
He served honorably as the represen-
tative for the county’s southeastern 
region after being elected in 2016 and 
re-elected in 2020. As a small busi-
ness owner, Waldron always brought a 
business approach to the organizations 
he served.

“Paul’s passing is a tremendous loss for 
our county. He was the type of person 
who was always willing to help. He 
was not only my colleague and fellow 
commissioner but also my friend. I 
will miss him,” said Chairman Henry 
Dean, District 5 Commissioner.

As commissioner, Waldron served on 
various committees, including the 
Northeast Florida Regional Council, 
the Recreation Advisory Board, and 
the Tourist Development Council. 

“Paul was a great man who loved his 
family, served his community, and 
lived by faith. His legacy of public 
service will live on through the lives 
of everyone he inspired,” said Hunter 

Conrad, St. Johns County Adminis-
trator. “This community will deeply 
miss him.”

Commissioner Waldron is survived by 
his wife of 34 years, Stephanie, and 
their two daughters, Ashley and Kati.

Governor Ron DeSantis will appoint 
someone to finish the remainder of 
Waldron’s term, which is set to expire 
in November 2024. 

ing DD 214s at the annual Veterans 
Council of St. Johns County event on 
the morning of Nov. 11 at Anastasia 
Baptist Church, 1659 A1A South, or 
come by the courthouse Monday — 
Friday year-round.

Q. Nov. 13-19 is International 
Fraud Awareness Week. Are you 
still promoting free Property Fraud 
Alerts for St. Johns County property 
owners? 
Definitely — protecting yourself 
from mortgage or property fraud 
through your trusted county Clerk of 
Courts should be an easy decision for 
a homeowner or business owner. We 
recently launched a partnership with 
fellow northeast Florida Clerks to urge 

property owners in St. Johns, Baker, 
Clay, Duval and Putnam counties to 
proactively protect themselves against 
scammers who would steal their 
homes, vacant land or business prop-
erty through fraudulent deeds or other 
official records. When a subscriber’s 
official records are changed, they are 
prompted to review the record and to 
report potentially fraudulent activity 
to law enforcement. The service is free 
and safe, and it’s easy to sign up at 
stjohnsclerk.com/recording-activity/. 

Q. How can people get in touch with 
you? 
A. Please email me at bpatty@stjohn-
sclerk.com or call my cell phone at 
(904) 599-8688.

back to our community’s elders and 
bring them comfort and joy during the 
holidays and all year long.”

COA’s Care Connection program is 
financed entirely through donations 
and fueled by the labor of caring 
COA volunteers from the community. 
Services provided include minor home 
repairs, lawn maintenance, wheelchair 
ramp construction, as well as assistance 
obtaining low or no-cost prescriptions, 
utility assistance, pet food, wheelchairs, 
and other assistive devices. Care Con-
nection supports seniors in remaining 
in their homes where they are most 
comfortable, rather than being forced 
by circumstances to enter assisted 
living. The program provides crucial 
services for which no other funding 
sources exist.

Tickets to the event are $100 per 
person and may be purchased online 
by visiting www.coasjc.org/cotr, or 
over the phone by calling COA’s Sheri 
Brideson at (904) 209-3700. Visit 
www.coasjc.org/cotr or contact Sheri 

Brideson at sbrideson@coasjc.org for 
more information.

Celebrating a holiday tradition with 
Garden Club of St. Augustine
The Garden Club of St Augustine an-
nounces its 51st Tour: “Casas y Flores 
de Navidad” (Houses and Flowers of 
Christmas) Sunday, Dec. 4 from 12 
p.m. – 5 p.m. The tour includes six 
homes in the Downtown Historic 
District, beautifully decorated in live 
florals and greenery by the Garden 
Club of St. Augustine.

There will be a Tea and Holiday Bou-
tique at the River House on Marine 
Street. There will also be limited trans-
portation from the Historic Downtown 
Parking Facility (HDPF) to the Tour 
Homes and the River House. There 
will be walking and stairs involved. 
Wear comfortable shoes and dress for 
the weather.

The ticket price is $40; for large group 
and check sales, call Trudi at (904) 
495-3715.
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Dr. Steven Sanzo began his career 
in education as a physical education 
teacher at his alma mater in New 
York, Herkimer High School. He was 
born and raised in Herkimer, play-
ing quarterback in high school and 
in college at State University of New 
York (SUNY) at Cortland. He was 
looking for a way to stay connected 
to the sports that he loved, and, more 
importantly, have a positive impact 
on others. After four years, Sanzo 
accepted an assistant principal job at 
Palmyra-Macedon High School while 
also working as the head football 
coach. He led the team to their first 
undefeated regular season during his 
time at the school. Sanzo, who has a 
bachelor’s, master’s, and a certificate 
of advanced study from SUNY at 
Cortland and a doctorate degree from 
the University of Rochester, spent 19 
years at Palmyra Macedon. During 
this time, he experienced the introduc-
tion of cell phones into school life and 
more recently the impact of Covid-19 
on the educational setting.

The latter would cause him to seek 
a new journey in Florida where less 
restrictions existed for both him and 
his family, wife Jennifer and two 
sons, Colten, 13, and Cooper, 10. He 
began his 20th year as an administra-
tor by accepting a job as one of three 
assistant principals at Ponte Vedra 
High School last year. Sanzo’s fam-

ily moved to Florida a year ahead of 
him in 2020, finding a house in St. 
Augustine’s Abbott Tract Historic 
District. Jennifer, a former fourth 
grade teacher, homeschooled the 
children for that year. Colten now at-
tends Sebastian Middle School where 
Sanzo is the head football coach, 
continuing with his passion for sports 
and positive influence. Cooper at-
tends Ketterlinus Elementary. The 
Sanzos also just started a non-profit 
organization called All Access Sports 
to directly support the youth of St. 
Johns County by providing financial 
assistance for registration fees, camps, 
and equipment for organized youth 
sports. “This has been a passion of 
mine and my wife for a long time 
as we are going to try to remove the 
financial barriers that keep kids from 
playing sports,” said Sanzo. 

Q: You oversee safety and security, 
athletics, and discipline. You have 
also taken on school spirit as part 
of your job at Ponte Vedra High. 
Why is this important to you? 

A: I am big into the cultural changes 
like music, announcements, pickleball 
in the courtyard, spirit days … just 
cultivating the environment a little 
bit. Both faculty and students, the 
more they enjoy coming to the school 
and feel connected with the school 
environment, the more productive 
they are both in the classroom and 
around campus. If a student likes 
coming to school, attendance goes 
up and achievement goes up and job 
satisfaction improves. 

Q: What type of student were you 
growing up? 

A: I was an A-B, the occasional C 
student. I always took my academ-

ics seriously, but had to work hard 
to achieve decent grades. It did not 
come easily to me.

Q: What other hobbies do you 
have? 

A: I have turned into a beach lover, 
and I even tried to learn how to 
surf this last summer. My boys took 
surf lessons and they transferred the 
information down to me — and I 
think they missed a few steps some-
where along the line. It did not go 
very well, but I am not giving up. We 
have beach days as a family, and we 
have embraced Florida with Universal 
season tickets. We have both grand-
parent sets down here (mine in Lake 
Mary and hers in Palm Coast), so we 
get to have grandparents’ day quite 
often. 

Q: What is your coaching philoso-
phy, especially for middle school 
players? 

A: My coaching philosophy is helping 
players to become the best student-
athletes they can be, who will develop 
into leaders in their schools as well 
as in their community. My coaching 
staff and I take great pride in knowing 
we have done our part in developing 
young men into better sons, brothers, 
future husbands, and fathers. 

Q: What inspires you to be positive? 

A: I truly think life is too short. 
Keep things in perspective. That is 
the main thing for me. Keep those 
problems where they belong. Your 
family’s health and well-being come 
first. My relationship with my family 
and my relationship with my faith 
— if those two things are in order — 
then everything else can be dealt with 
accordingly.

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps 
mail@floridanewsline.com
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Community Marketplace  
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We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement 
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

FICTITIOUS NAME REGISTRATION
 
Notice is hereby given that the under-
signed pursuant to the Fictitious Name 
Statute, Chapter 865.09, Florida Statutes, 
will register with the Division of Cor-
porations, Department of State, State of 
Florida upon receipt of this notice, the 

titious name:

Under which (I am) (we are) engaged in 
business at address that the (party) (par-
ties) interested in said business enterprise 
is as follows:

Very Fine Jewelry

Carol Dole

5106 Medoras Avenue 

St. Augustine FL 32080 

St. Johns County

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns County Audubon So-
ciety will sponsor the 2022 National 
Audubon Photography Awards Travel-
ing Exhibition at The Art Studio, 
located at 370 A1A Beach Blvd. in St. 
Augustine, between Nov. 4 and 22, 
2022. Visitors will be able to enjoy 
a display of the stunning winning 
images and learn more about local 
birdlife in St. Johns County, as well 
as view The Art Studio’s art. The Art 
Studio, which is located near the St. 
Augustine Pier is open from 12 p.m. – 
5 p.m. daily. 

On Nov.9, the  St. Johns County 
Audubon Society will host a wine and 
cheese reception to celebrate the ex-
hibit at 6 p.m. at The Art Studio. The 
reception will be open to the public 
and give visitors an opportunity to 
learn more about the society and sup-
port local artists.

In this, the 13th year of the contest, 
winning photos, videos and honor-
able mentions were selected from 
2,416 entrants from all 50 states, 
Washington D.C. and seven Canadian 
provinces and territories to appreci-
ate the wonder of birds and the places 

2022 National Audubon Photography Awards Show to be held at local studio
they inhabit. All images of the win-
ners and honorable mentions can 
be found here. The 700-member St. 
Johns County Audubon Society works 
to educate St. Johns County residents 
and visitors about the area’s splendid 
bird population and to promote the 
protection of the habitat necessary for 
native and migrant birds to exist and 
hopefully thrive. Visit www.stjohn-
saudubon.com for more information.

Photos courtesy St. Johns County Audubon Society

2022 Winner, Grand Prize: White-tailed Kite 

Photos courtesy St. Johns County Audubon Society

2022 Winner, Amateur: Western Grebe

Call for 
pricing on our 
new Business 
Card size ads!
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School Briefs

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! 50 Generic Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00.  100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 
Ha b l a m o s  E s p a ñ o l

D enta l  insurance - 
P hy s i c i a n s  M u t u a l 
Insurance Company. 
C over s  3 50  pro c e -
dures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. 
Get your free dental 
info k i t !  1 -855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
lus .com/ads #6258

A t t e n t i o n  o x y g e n 
therapy users!  Ino-
gen One G4 is capable 
o f  fu l l  24/7  ox ygen 
d e l i v e r y.  O n l y  2 . 8 
pounds. Free info kit. 
C a l l  8 7 7- 9 2 9 - 9 5 8 7

MISCELLANEOUS

Pre p a re  f o r  p o w e r 
outages today wi th 
a  G E N E R A C  h o m e 
standby generator $0 
Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a f ree 
Q u o t e .  C a l l  b e f o r e 
the nex t power out-
age: 1-855-948-6176

E l i m i n a t e  g u t t e r 
c l e a n i n g  f o r e v e r ! 
LeafFi l ter,  the most 
a d v a n c e d  d e b r i s -
blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule free 
Leaf F i l ter  es t imate 

today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. 
Cal l  1 -83 3-610-1936

B A T H  &  S H O W E R 
UPDATES in as li ttle 
as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!  
L ifetime warranty & 
professional installs. 
S e n i o r  &  M i l i t a r y 
Discounts available.  
C a l l :  8 5 5 - 7 6 1 - 1 7 2 5

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. 
Call  1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, 
super-fast internet no 
matter where you live. 
25 Mbps just $59.99/
mo! Unlimited Data is 
Here. Stream Video. 
Bundle  T V & Inter-
net. Free Installation.  
C a l l  8 6 6 - 4 9 9 - 0 1 4 1

Become a published 
author.  We want to 
read your book! Dor-
r a n c e  P u b l i s h i n g 
t rus ted s ince 1920 . 
C o n s u l t a t i o n ,  p r o -
duction, promotion & 
distribution. Call for 
f ree author ’s  guide 
1-877-729-4998 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/ads

P a y i n g  t o p  c a s h 

f o r  m e n ' s  s p o r t -
watches! Rolex , Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submari-
ner and Speedmaster. 
C a l l  8 3 3 - 6 0 3 - 3 2 3 6

Put on your TV Ears & 
hear TV w/unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears Origi-
nal - originally $129.95 
- now w/this special 
o f f e r   o n l y  $ 5 9 . 9 5 
w / c o d e  M C B 5 9 ! 
1 - 8 8 8 - 8 0 5 - 0 8 4 0

DISH T V $64 .99 For 
190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet . 
F r e e  I n s t a l l a t i o n , 
Smart HD DVR Includ-
ed, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions ap-
p ly.  Promo E x p i re s 
1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516

The Generac PWRcell 
s o l a r  p l u s  b a t t e r y 
storage system. Save 

money, reduce rel i-
ance on grid, prepare 
for outages & power 
your home.  Ful l  in-
s tal lat ion ser vices . 
$0  down f inancing 
option. Request free 
no obligation quote. 
1 - 8 7 7 - 5 3 9 - 0 2 9 9

Vivint .  Smar t  secu-
r i t y.  Pro fess ional ly 
ins tal led .  One con-
nected system for to-
tal peace of mind. Free 
professional installa-
tion! Four free months 
of monitoring! Call  to 
customize your sys-
tem. 1-833-841-0737

S a f e  S t e p .  N o r t h 
America's #1 Walk-in 
tub. Comprehensive 
l i f e t i m e  w a r r a n t y. 
Top-of-the-line instal-
la t ion and ser v ice . 
N o w  f ea tur i n g  o ur 
free shower package 
& $1600 off - limited 

time! Financing avail-
able.  1-855-417-1306

Pro te c t  your  home 
from pests safely and 
affordably. Pest ,  ro-
dent, termite and mos-
quito control. Call for 
a quote or inspection 
today 844-394-9278

Discount air  t ravel . 
Call  Fl ight Ser vices 
for best pricing on do-
mestic & international 
flights inside & from 
the US. Serving Unit-
ed, Delta,  American 
& Southwest & many 
m o r e .  F r e e  q u o t e ! 
H a v e  t r a v e l  d a t e s 
ready! 844-951-2014

Switch and save up to 
$250/yr on  talk, text 
& data. No contract or 
hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk & text with flex-
ible data plans. Premi-
um nationwide cover-

age. 100% U.S. based 
c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e . 
Limited time  get $50 
off any new account. 
U s e  c o d e  G I F T 5 0 . 
1 - 8 5 5 - 9 0 3 - 3 0 4 8

Reader Advisory: The 
National Trade Asso-
ciation we belong to 
has  purchase d the 
above classifieds. De-
termining the value of 
their service or prod-
uct is advised by this 
publication. In order to 
avoid misunderstand-
ings, some advertisers 

do not offer employ-
ment but rather sup-
ply the readers with 
manuals, directories 
a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i -
als designed to help 
their clients establish 
mail order selling and 
other businesses at 
home. Under NO cir-
cumstance should you 
send any money in 
advance or give the 
client your checking, 
license ID, or credit 
card numbers .  Also 
beware of  ads that 
c la im to  guarantee 

loans regardless of 

credit and note that 

if a credit repair com-

pany does business 

only over the phone 

it is illegal to request 

any money before de-

l ivering i ts ser vice. 

All  funds are based 

in US dollars. Toll free 

numbers may or may 

n o t  rea c h  C a na da .

Job Finder:
JR Dental is Looking for a full time dental assistant to join our modern, organized 
& stress free team. Cross trained or entry level accepted.  Experience with Digital 
images, Intraoral scanners, Implants, RCT a plus. Salary based on experience, 
paid holidays, Vacation/ Sick Days, Health,Dental, 401K. Opportunities to advance 
and grow professionally.  Send resume to  obduliarondon@hotmail.com. 

Located in World Golf Village, Westminster St. Augustine is currently accepting 
applications for:Nursing (CNA, LPN, RN) and Physical Therapist (PRN), Dining 
Services (Supervisor, Cook, Baker, Dishwasher, Server, Bartender, Dietary), 
Receptionist (On-call), Housekeeper, Maintenance, Security Please apply online 
at:  www.WestminsterStAugustineFL.org

Are you receiving SSDI/SSI
benefits?

You may be eligible for
additional benefits.

CALL US TODAY
888-490-6616

Ketterlinus Elementary School
At Ketterlinus Elementary recently 
hosted a Grandparents Cookie and Milk 
Bar, and it was a tremendous success. 
Grandparents with their grandchildren 

enjoyed time together by reading books, 
eating cookies, and making memories.

Sebastian Middle School
Sebastian Middle School’s library media 
specialist, Mrs. Barnard, is sponsor-
ing the Sebastian EarlyAct, the middle 
school chapter of The Rotary Club. 
Each month students will participate 
in a service project. For September, 
students wrote thank you cards to first 
responders. In

October, students sold pink ribbons for 
breast cancer awareness, with proceeds 
going to Pink Up the Pace. Through the 
course of the year, homerooms will par-
ticipate in Can Tab Wars. The winner of 
the Can Tab Wars will win a period in 
the Eagle’s Nest, with games, popcorn, 
and sno-cones. 

The Media Center hosted its first Scho-
lastic Book Fair of the 2022 – 2023 
school year. Teachers and staff were 
given a preview of the book fair on 

Sept. 9. Students rotated through with 
their English Language Arts classes 
the following week and the book fair 
was also open during Open House on 
Sept 13. Several students were even 
able to pre-purchase the new “Diary of 
A Wimpy Kid” novel that comes out 
Oct. 25. Ms. Brewster was able to get 
a grant from the PTO to purchase a 
class set of “Free Lunch,” a memoir by 
Rex Ogle, for a novel study with her 
students.

With so much activity, the Media Cen-
ter was able to surpass its goal by 134 
percent. The proceeds from the book 
fair will go to improving the library 
program at Sebastian. 

St. Augustine High School
The St. Johns County Center for the 
Arts (SJCCA) Band and Chorus at St. 
Augustine High School, along with 
Army ROTC, will present an eve-
ning of music in honor of veterans on 
Wednesday, Nov. 10 at 6:30 p.m. The 

concert will be held at 
the  St. Augustine High 
School SJCCA Audito-
rium.

The St. Johns County 
Center for the Arts 
provides artistically 
gifted students with a 
pre-professional pro-
gram of study designed 
to develop their unique 
talents in the perform-
ing and visual arts. 
In an environment 
that is supportive and 
intellectually challeng-
ing, SJCCA prepares 
students to be members 
of an artistic society. 
Commitment and self-
discipline are necessary 
in order to advance 
through the academic 
and artistic studies at 
both SJCCA schools: 
RJ Murray Middle 
School and St. Augus-
tine High School.Photos courtesy Ketterlinus Elementary School 

Photo courtesy Sebastian Middle School

The Scholastic Book Fair was a big success.
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What you need to know about 
proposed constitutional amendments
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

In the General Election on Nov. 8, 
2022, Floridians will have the opportu-
nity to vote on three legislatively referred 
proposed amendments to the Florida 
Constitution. Currently, amendments 
may be proposed to the constitution in 
three different ways: via citizen initiative, 
via the Florida Constitution Revision 
Commission and via referral from the 
state legislature. Of the three proposed 
amendments in 2022, one would abol-
ish the Florida Constitution Revision 
Commission and the other two relate to 
property taxes. In order for a proposed 
amendment to pass, it must receive at 
least 60 percent of the vote.

Proposed Amendment 1: Limitation on 
the Assessment of Real Property Used for 
Residential Purposes.
Ballot Summary: “Proposing an amend-
ment to the State Constitution, effec-
tive January 1, 2023, to authorize the 
Legislature, by general law, to prohibit 
the consideration of any change or im-
provement made to real property used 
for residential purposes to improve the 
property's resistance to flood damage 
in determining the assessed value of 
such property for ad valorem taxation 
purposes.”

Since many home improvement projects 
ultimately increase the assessed value of 
a home, homeowners generally would 
have to pay higher property taxes. This 
amendment would allow the Florida 
Legislature to pass laws that would 
make improvements intended to protect 
homes from flood damage exempt from 
higher assessments. The Florida Leg-
islature proposed this amendment in 
response to the threat to Florida homes 
from rising sea levels. 

Proposed Amendment 2: Abolishing the 
Constitution Revision Commission 
Ballot Summary: “Proposing an amend-
ment to the State Constitution to 

abolish the Constitution Revision Com-
mission, which meets at 20-year inter-
vals and is scheduled to next convene 
in 2037, as a method of submitting 
proposed amendments or revisions to 
the State Constitution to electors of the 
state for approval. This amendment does 
not affect the ability to revise or amend 
the State Constitution through citizen 
initiative, constitutional convention, the 
Taxation and Budget Reform Commis-
sion, or legislative joint resolution.”

The Florida Constitution Revision Com-
mission, which convenes every 20 years 
and whose 37 members are appointed 
by the governor, legislative leaders and 
the chief justice of the Florida Supreme 
court, is one of three means by which 
amendments are proposed for the 
Florida Constitution. This amendment 
would abolish the Florida Constitu-
tion Revision Commission, which last 
convened in 2017 – 18 and placed eight 
amendments on the 2018 ballot, several 
of which bundled different amendments 
into one question.

Proposed Amendment 3: Additional 
Homestead Property Tax Exemption 
for Specified Critical Public Services 
Workforce  
Ballot Summary: “Proposing an amend-
ment to the State Constitution to 
authorize the Legislature, by general 
law, to grant an additional homestead 
tax exemption for nonschool levies of 
up to $50,000 of the assessed value of 
homestead property owned by classroom 
teachers, law enforcement officers, cor-
rectional officers, firefighters, emergency 
medical technicians, paramedics, child 
welfare services professionals, active duty 
members of the United States Armed 
Forces, and Florida National Guard 
members. This amendment shall take 
effect January 1, 2023.” 

This amendment would authorize the 
state legislature to create a new home-

 Constitutional Amendments cont. on pg. 14
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Don't be duped by 
developers promoting 
a "one penny tax." It 
will cost the average 
family $4,000 over 
10 years and will largely 
benefit big developers.
That slick ad campaign promoting "A Better St. John's Plan" is funded by land 
development and construction interests seeking subsidies from our county 
taxpayers. The Better St. John’s PAC is managed by the same people in 
Tallahassee who run PACs for Senator Hutson and other land developers. That 
penny is actually a 15% increase in our retail sales tax burden and represents a 
tripling of the county’s take from retail sales! 

Commissioners have admitted that they wish to use this proposed tax windfall to 
build the parks and roads necessary for land development. In effect, this lines the 
pockets of land developers, and does not hold them accountable for infrastructure 
costs. 

Our county collected record revenues this past year. Why do we need to raise a 
sales tax during a boom year? On top of that, the commissioners voted to give us a 
12.5% property mileage rate increase over last year’s rate. With our current tax 
base, we can well afford to build libraries and fund fire and rescue infrastructure. 

Commissioners and developers argue that tourists will pay 40% of this new tax, but 
a look at last year’s numbers* suggests that it will only be 15%. 

GOT QUESTIONS? You won’t find answers on the developers’ “Penny Plan” 
website because it has no contact form or email address. They’re hiding behind their 
PAC, and simply expect us to believe their deceptive advertising – no questions 
asked. Don’t play into the developers’ hands. We can afford improvements without 
taxing ourselves. You can ask us questions at 1stCoastConservativesUnited.com

On election day, vote NO on the referendum for a “one cent sales tax.”

*Last year, visitors spent almost $712 million in St. Johns County.  A 1% tax on $712M is $7.1M. Over ten year’s, that’s 71.2M.  That is 14% of $500,000. 
Tourism will grow over the next ten years, but not enough to reach 35 or 40% as the county claims. Even if tourism grows faster than our rapidly growing 
population, it won’t be higher than 20%.  If you take 80% of $500,000, that’s how much the rest of us will pay for this sales tax increase over ten year’s – 
$4,000 per household.

Paid political advertisement paid for by 1st Coast Conservatives United, PO Box 20252, St. Petersburg, FL 33742
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Vote for Tate, November 8!

Beth Tate is Board Ready!
Airport Authority Board

votebethtate@gmail.com

Improved Airport Operations
Improved Economic Value to the County
Improved Community Involvement

VoteBethTate.Com votebethtate

Paid for by Vote for Beth Tate, Airport Authority Group 2 Campaign

JENNIFER COLLINS WILL CHAMPION THE

ON THE ST. JOHNS COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

GOVERNOR DESANTIS
EDUCATION POLICY

A Champion for our Children

DEDICATED PARENT.

NOT A POLITICIAN.

TRUSTED CONSERVATIVE.

Meet 
Jennifer

Paid for by Jennifer 
Collins for St. Johns 

County School 
Board, District 3

It’s time for the General Election
By St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections Vicky Oakes

The Nov. 8 General Election is quickly 
approaching. Early Voting started this 
week and continues through 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 5. For your convenience, 
you may vote at any of the eight early 
voting locations around the county. Early 
voting dates include two Saturdays and 
one Sunday. All locations are open daily 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. You may cast your 
ballot in person or use a secure ballot 
intake station inside each of our early 
voting locations if you need to drop off 
your vote-by-mail ballot. 

There is no early voting on Sunday, Nov. 
6 or Monday, Nov. 7 before Election 
Day.

The ballot is long with many federal, 
state, judicial, and local races, plus three 
constitutional amendments and a local 
referendum. Your sample ballot will help 
you prepare for voting. You can also visit 
our website at www.votesjc.gov, click the 
“General Election 2022” quick link on 
the front page, and access an abundance 
of election research materials. Doing your 
research in advance and being prepared 
to vote when you arrive to vote can be a 
real time saver.

Bring a photo and signature ID 
with you when you vote; Florida law 
requires it. There are 13 acceptable 
forms of photo ID that can be used. A 
complete list is available on our web-
site. If you do not have a current and 
valid ID, you will be allowed to vote a 
provisional ballot.

The deadline for requesting a vote-by-
mail ballot has already passed. If you still 
have your ballot in hand, you MUST 
return your ballot to the Elections Office 
no later than 7 p.m. on Election Day in 
order for it to count. If your ballot is late, 
it will not count. First class mail takes 
three to five business days, so you may 
want to personally deliver your ballot to 
ensure it is counted. You can drop off 
your ballot during early voting hours at 
one of our early voting locations through 
6 p.m. on Nov. 5. Vote-by-mail ballots 
cannot be turned in at the polls on Elec-
tion Day; however, you can surrender 
your ballot and vote in person.

Many voters will cast ballots early or 
vote-by-mail, but for those of you still 
planning to vote on Election Day or 
wondering what options you have, here 
are a few tips:

Know where you vote before you go! 
Due to the 2020 Census and the 2021 
redistricting process, many changes have 
occurred since the 2020 elections. We 
have new voting districts, precinct lines, 
and some new polling places. In addition, 
voters move all the time, but don’t always 
update their address with the Elections 
Office before going to vote. Knowing 
where you vote before you go can save 
you a lot of time.

Visit our website www.votesjc.gov and 
use the tools available to you. By using 
“My Voter Status” under the quick links, 
you can check your record, verify your 
address, locate your polling place, view 
your sample ballot and track your vote-
by-mail ballot. If you have moved, give 
the office a call at (904) 823-2238. We 
will update your address and send you to 
your correct Election Day polling place 
the first time. This can also be a real time 
saver. Many voters have to be rerouted 
on Election Day because they go to an 
incorrect polling location.

Additional information is available in 
our ad in this newspaper. My staff and I 
are always ready to serve you and we will 
make it easy for you to vote. Visit our 

website or call the office at (904) 823-
2238 if you have any questions or need 
assistance. See you at the polls!

stead exemption of up to $50,000 for 
certain public service employees that 
are specifically named in the amend-
ment. The exemption means property 
owners in these professions can subtract 
$50,000 from the assessed value of their 
property in addition to the standard 
$50,000 homestead exemptions Florid-
ians already receive on their primary 
residence. The new exemption would 
not apply to assessments for school taxes. 

Additionally, in St. Johns County, there 
is a countywide referendum included on 
all ballots: St. Johns County Ten Year 
Sales Surtax to Fund Countywide Public 
Infrastructure and Improvements. Voters 
will have the opportunity to vote yes or 
no on an additional one cent sales tax, 
which would increase the county’s sales 
tax from 6.5 cents to 7.5 cents per dollar 
for the next 10 years.

Ballot Summary: “To provide for safer 
neighborhoods, reduce traffic conges-
tion, and improve roadways and public 
facilities, shall St. Johns county leve 
a one-cent sales surtax for a period of 
ten years to fund road improvements, 
alternative transportation facilities, and 
infrastructure for law enforcement, 
emergency services, public parks and 
recreation facilities, libraries, storm water 
management, and coastal erosion man-
agement projects, beginning on January 
1, 2023?” 

There are several different guides to 
Constitutional Amendments available 
online. The James Madison Institute’s 
guide may be found at www.james-
madison.org/2022-florida-amendment-
guide/ and https://lwvfl.org/amend-
ments-2022/ contains a guide produced 
by the League of Women Voters. Also 
visit www.votesjc.gov for more informa-
tion.

Constitutional Amendments cont. from pg. 12
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4455 Avenue A, Suite 101 St. Augustine, FL 32095
904-823-2238  ·  www.votesjc.gov

We are here to serve you. Please visit our 
office, call or use our online forms and 

resources to help you prepare for Election Day.
KNOW WHERE

TO VOTE
BEFORE YOU GO

To locate your polling place

visit www.votesjc.gov 
or call the Elections Office at 

904-823-2238

St. Johns

Has your signature changed? If your signature on your voter record and 
signature on your vote-by-mail ballot certificate envelope do not match, your 
vote-by-mail ballot may not count. Update your signature using a Florida 
voter registration application.

Drop your vote-by-mail ballot in a Secure Ballot Intake Station at any early 
voting location during the hours of voting. Your voted mail ballot must be 
received by the Supervisor of Elections Office no later than 7 PM on 
Election Day. If your vote-by-mail ballot is returned late, it will not count.
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By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Visit Beguiling Bogota TravelTravel
Just a few years ago, people resisted 
travel in Colombia. The high crime 
rate and drug cartels scared them off. 
But the Colombian government has 
diligently worked to overcome this 
situation, and Americans are now 
choosing leisure trips to the South 
American country. 

I flew to Bogota, the capital city, to 
attend a convention. While indoors at 
meetings much of the time, I still got 
out to visit three city highlights. And 
they are worth seeing. 

I started the day at the extraordinary 
Museum of Gold, home to 34,000 
gold pieces formerly used in the in-
digenous peoples' daily life or sacred 
rituals. The priceless but small Muisca 

Raft, sometimes called the Raft of El 
Dorado, sat alone in a glass cabinet. 
El Dorado was a golden city many 
explorers sought but never found. 
Scholars estimate the raft and figures 
were created between 1295 and 1410.

The golden piece tells the story of 
a chief and an initiation ceremony. 
When the old tribal leader passes 
away, a relative is chosen to become 
the new chief. He is shut in a cave, 
then covered with a mixture of golden 
powder. Under the cloak of darkness, 
his attendants row the raft to the 
lake's center. When the sun rises, the 
chief stands, shimmering and glow-
ing like a golden god. He then casts 
large amounts of gold, and some say 
emeralds, into the lake as religious 
offerings. He also throws himself into 
the water and returns to the edge for a 
party in his honor. 

The Muisca Raft has become a nation-
al emblem for Colombia. The piece 
has never left the Gold Museum in 
Bogota since its arrival in 1969. 

Following my tour, I walked a few 
blocks to the cobblestoned central pla-
za La Candelaria, where government 
buildings and a cathedral dominate. I 
found the basilica's interior, begun in 
1686, rather plain as I was expecting 
much gold. 

Just up the block sits another must-see 
site: the Botero Museum. Fernando 

Botero, a Colombian figurative artist 
and sculptor, was a name I didn't 
know. After my visit, I will easily 
recognize his work. He paints plump 
or large-sized versions of his subjects. 
During the pandemic, I noticed a 
Mona Lisa painting on social media 
and thought it was a joke. She looked 
like a comic version who over-ate dur-
ing the lockdown. But I was wrong; 
she's a Botero.

The artist is adamant that he does 
not "paint fat people," as many 
critics have suggested. Instead, he 
sees what he paints as volume, once 
describing his work as exploring the 
"sensuality of form." He feels the 
magnitude of his characters increase 
their impact. 

This free museum maintains an excel-
lent collection of Botero paintings and 
works from other famous artists like 
Chagall, Dalí, Miró, Picasso, Monet, 
and Matisse. Best to see it with a guide 
to appreciate and interpret the art.

Lastly, I rode a funicular up to the 
sanctuary of Monserrate. The refuge, 
resting at 10,400 feet, is visible from 
almost anywhere in the city. Many 
religious devotees walk up a steep, 
nearly two-mile path to this tradition-
al sacred pilgrimage site and Stations 
of the Cross. The shrine of Our Lady 
of Monserrate, begun in 1620, houses 
the Fallen Lord of Monserrate, an ef-
figy of Christ that performs miracles 
according to the faithful. The Lady 
Chapel contains a copy of the Black 
Madonna, the original remains in the 
sanctuary at Monserrat, Spain.

While at the sky-high altitude, enjoy 
dining at one of two restaurants or a 
café overlooking the immense city that 
has a population of more than 10 mil-
lion. The staggering view alone makes 
the trip worth the effort. Bogota was 
beguiling. 

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read 
more of local travel writer Debi Lander’s 
stories and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Botero's Mona Lisa.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

View of Bogota from Monserrate.


