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Save Fruit Cove  cont. on pg. 2

Community comes together 
to Save Fruit Cove
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PXG Women’s Match cont. on pg. 15

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

News spread quickly the first week of 
September in the NW St. Johns County 
area of Fruit Cove about RISE Develop-
ment’s proposal to build a multi-level 
apartment complex on Fruit Cove Road. 
Currently zoned OR (Open Rural), a 
rezoning would have to be granted by 
the county for this development to take 
place — but neighbors are clear in their 
desire for no rezoning to occur. A Face-
book group (Save Fruit Cove), a website 
(www.savefruitcove.com), a petition at 
Change.org, as well as a planning meet-
ing to organize and assign duties were 
accomplished within a week.

A preliminary community meeting was 
announced by the developer for Sept. 
14, but later postponed, apparently due 
to capacity issues at the proposed meet-
ing venue. As of press date, the meeting 
has not been rescheduled, but a Save 
Fruit Cove resident planning meeting 
held that same night was attended by 
approximately 300 homeowners.

Matt Marshall, vice president of devel-
opment with RISE said, “We’re evaluat-
ing next steps and will communicate 
with the community when appropriate.”

According to St. Johns County Com-
missioner for District 1 Christian 

Whitehurst, this proposed development 
is so early that any official processes 
haven’t even started yet.

“RISE is yet to even file an application,” 
Whitehurst said. “It’s important for 
people to understand that by law, I’m 
not allowed to comment on whether I’m 
in favor or opposed to any development, 
including this one. But I would never 
vote to approve anything I thought 
would be detrimental to a community.”

Whitehurst pointed out that he’s been a 
part of this community for 23 years and 

is well aware of the special character of 
Fruit Cove Road. He’s been impressed 
by the organization and professionalism 
of the community in their opposition.

Magan Hartley and her husband John 
are among three homeowners who 
haven’t sold their land and she has been 
instrumental in getting the word out 
about the proposed development. She 
said her family had just moved into 
their “dream home” on Fruit Cove 
Road in December 2020 and the first 
she became aware of the proposed de-
velopment was when a third party bro-
ker walked through her gate in March 
2021 and found her in her backyard. 
He asked if she would entertain an 
offer to sell, since “all of her neighbors” 
had sold. She was shocked, but said to 
send an offer and she’d talk it over with 
her husband.

“Six very stressful weeks later, we came 
home to an envelope shoved in our front 
door which contained an offer that wasn’t 
nearly enough to even make us whole 
or to find another place to live,” Magan 
Hartley said. “We responded ‘no.’”

Photos by Martie Thompson

Magan Hartley outside her home on Fruit Cove Road.

Photos by Martie Thompson

Signs dotting the side of Fruit Cove Road.

Getting in the 
Swing of Things: 
PXG Women’s 
Match Play 
Championship 
returns 
By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

Sam Brimhall first became interested 
in golf at nine years old when her 
older sister was on the high school 
golf team. 

“The golf swing came ‘natural’ to 
me, and I became decent at the 
game fairly quickly,” said Brimhall. 
“Around age 10, I started playing in 
tournaments and from there, golf 
became my thing.” 

Brimhall went on to play golf at 
Seminole State College under Coach 
Christa Teno. After two years of 
eligibility at the junior college level, 

Photos courtesy Mark Berman 

Sofia Garcia at US Women’s Open
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• NOW REGISTERING FOR THE 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR

• PARENTS NIGHT OUT OCTOBER 28th 5-8PM,
GYM TIME, PIZZA, POPCORN AND A MOVIE

$30 first child, $25 second child, $20 third child.
WEAR YOUR COSTUME

• TEAM TRYOUT CLINICS EVERY OTHER FRIDAY @ 4:00PM
Sign up online under camps Openings 10/14, 10/28

• TEAM TRYOUTS FRIDAY NOVEMBER 4TH AT 7:00PM

• HOLIDAY CAMPS COMING
    Dates to be determined

Hartley said it was a full year later, in 
April 2022, that she saw the surveyors 
out around the area. She then posted on 
NextDoor that a company had secured 
the land around them and planned a 
development. She advised neighbors to 
keep an eye out for a community meet-
ing, all the while dealing with stress and 
sadness over the uncertainty as to the fu-
ture of their home and their investment. 
It wasn’t until the very end of August, 
when the community meeting signs 
were posted, that the situation really 
gained traction. 

“Somebody, I’m not sure who, posted 
the Community Meeting signs on Face-
book and it just exploded,” Hartley said. 
“All of a sudden 100 neighbors who had 
100 friends were rallying. I’ve always 

loved Fruit Cove, but I had no idea how 
much everyone here loves what they 
have. It’s truly a special place and we are 
ready to fight to keep it.”

According to Al Abbatiello, a well 
known local advocate for maintaining 
the historical nature of the area and 
chairman of the William Bartram Scenic 
& Historic Highway Management 
Group, Fruit Cove is the gateway to St. 
Johns County, the Bartram Trail Scenic 
Highway and the historic St. Johns 
River, an American Heritage River — a 
place where older homes blend comfort-
ably with newer homes, wildlife and the 
100-year-old trees still dotting the area.  

“Our way of life includes small farms 
and gardens; some residents have goats, 
chickens, dogs, and horses,” Abbatiello 
said. “Every residential development 
in this area, including Julington Creek 
Plantation, was designed to keep the 
area beautiful while growing as a thriv-
ing community.  Much of this is due 
to the original Northwest Sector Plan 
where residents and the Scenic High-
way organization worked with county 
government to preserve this area from 
unnecessary development while keeping 

it as scenic as possible.”

Hartley wants everyone in NW St. 
Johns County to know that this pro-
posed project, incompatible to the area, 
could set a precedent for years to come 
and she advises everyone to pay atten-
tion.

“If you have just put down roots here, it 
should be just as important to you as the 
people who have lived here a long time,” 
Hartley said. “It’s really been encourag-
ing to see the support we’ve received so 
far, but this is just the beginning. Please 
pay attention — check websites, show 
up to county meetings — and not just 
for this project, but for all of them. We 
need to fight for what we have left of 
what Fruit Cove used to be.”

Visit www.savefruitcove.com or Save 
Fruit Cove on Facebook for the latest 
information.

[Editor’s Note: This is not the only issue 
facing Fruit Cove. There is presently a 
proposal for rezoning for a rowing club at 
the base of the Julington Creek Bridge to 
include a proposed 35-foot tall structure 
for storage of crew rowing boats.]

Save Fruit Cove cont. from pg. 1

Photos by Martie Thompson

Particularly poignant sign outside one of the three remaining homes that haven’t entered into a contingency purchase 
by the developer.

Shepherd of the Woods
Lutheran Church & School

Annual Pumpkin Patch
October 9th – 31st

Monday – Friday  3pm - 7pm
Saturday 10am - 7pm
Sunday Noon - 7pm

Great Family Fun!
Fantastic selection of pumpkins 
and fun outdoor photo opportunities.

All proceeds benefit local and
international efforts to care
for those in need.

Preschool – K5 field trips available
904-641-8385

www.sotwjax.com

NEW LOCATION -Located on the service road
-1/4 mile north of Old Baymeadows Rd7860 Southside Blvd

Pumpkins with a Purpose
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Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the flagpole at Veterans Park. 
Our winner was Chris Navarro. Congratulations!

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the front of Creekside High School.
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18  Jimmy’s Fishing Report

19  Travel

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

FFBBFF Meet  Petey!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

Breed: 

Schipperke (though rumored part dragon)

Favorite Activity: 

Netflix and bellyrubs

Favorite Treat - Cheerios from highchair

Favorite Friends: 

His kids Natalie (5), Sam (3) and Emmett (1)

How Did He Get His Name: 

Rescued at three years old as “PeeWee,” 

we determined Petey better represented 

his strong but affable personality (and 

sounded similar enough!)

to
 ou

r

PG 14

A. cake   B. fondant  C. sift  D. create

Call  Linda Gay 607-5062
to reserve your advertising space!

When you advertise you encourage repeat 
business, create traffic and attract new customers!

                                                                                              
Don’t miss the November issue

featuring Senior NewsLine!
Deadline 10/18/22

Senior NewsLine 
coming to our November issue!

Call 904-607-5062
to have your business included!

three
CONVENIENT

LOCATIONS!

JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE • 112-203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK • ST JOHNS, FL 32259
ORANGE PARK OFFICE • 1584-B KINGSLEY AVENUE • ORANGE PARK, FL 32073

ATLANTIC OFFICE • 12740-12 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD • JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225 

Ready. Set. 

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.

Dr. Aylin Mazzuoccolo

ORTHODONTIST

904.264.KIDS | 264KIDS.COM

to schedule a CONSULT
Call or visit us online:
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Trout Creek Senior Center of-
fers activities for seniors on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings at 
6795 Collier Road in Orangedale. Cards, 
crafts and games start each day at 9 
a.m. with trivia, nutrition/exercise, Bunco 
and Bingo among the additional activi-
ties before lunch at 11:45 a.m. each day. 
Contact Program Coordinator Anne 
Marie Forsythe at (904) 552-1611 for more 
information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who 
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming 
(with all items donated to charity) meets 
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
at Panera Bread in the RiverPlace shop-
ping center, 11111 San Jose Blvd. Visit the 
group’s Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) 
or email playinghookie31@gmail.com for 
more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays 
the game of “Hand, Knee, and Foot” on 
Wednesdays. If you are interested in join-
ing, please call (904) 230-6962 and leave 
a message.

4th: Honeybee Quilters Guild 
will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 4 

at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian 
Church at the Mandarin Road Campus 
in the Woody Room at 11844 Mandarin 
Road. Members will share their favorite 
tools. Bring a notepad to write ideas for 
your holiday shopping.Wearing masks 
is optional. New members/guests 
welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org for 
more information.

6th: The Garden Club of Swit-
zerland will meet at the 

Bartram Trail Library, 60 Davis Pond Blvd. 
on Oct. 6 at 10 a.m. Attendees will learn 
about “Growing from Seed.” Guests are 
welcome. Visit www.switzerlandgc.org 
for more information and to register.

6th: The Jacksonville Camera 
Club will meet on Oct. 6 and 

Oct. 20 from 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. at Shepherd 
of the Woods Southside, 7860 Southside 
Blvd. There is a social “hour” of 30 to 45 
minutes before the meeting. Visit jax.
jaxcameraclub.com for more informa-
tion.

8th: Butterflies of October, a 
family-friendly presentation 

of the Garden Club of Switzerland, will 
be held on Oct. 8 from 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. in 
the Manatee Room of the Bartram Trail 
Library, 60 Davis Pond Blvd. with an op-
tional trip to the Alpine Groves Butterfly 
Garden. Visit www.switzerlandgc.org for 
more information.

8th: The Bartram Trail Geneal-
ogy Club meets the second 

Saturday of each month (this month, Oct. 
8) from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. in the Bartram 
Trail Library conference room, 60 Davis 
Pond Blvd. Every level, beginners to 
experts, are welcome. If interested, come 
to a meeting or send a request to join 
the club at www.facebook.com/groups/
BTGenClubGroup.

8th: The Northeast Florida 
Chapter of Sisters in Crime 

will meet on Oct. 8 at the Ponte Vedra 
Beach Branch Library, 101 Library Blvd. 
(FOL Room). Doors open at 10 a.m. and 
the meeting starts at 10:15 a.m. The guest 
speaker is John Boles, award-winning 
writer, editor, and former owner of an in-
teractive live murder mystery production 
company. Bring your coffee and bring 
a friend. The group welcomes misters 
and sisters to learn more about writing, 
promoting, and enjoying crime fiction. 
Visit www.nefloridasistersincrime.org for 
more information.

8th: Bartram Trail Friends of the 
Library Book Sale will be held 

at the Bartram Trail Branch Library, 60 
Davis Pond Blvd., on Oct. 8 from 10 a.m. 
– 1 p.m.

9th: Annual Blessing of the 
Animals Service to honor St. 

Francis of Assisi at St. Patrick’s Episcopal 
Church, 1221 State Road 13, will be held 
at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 9. This will 
be an outdoor service on the front lawn, 
weather permitting. All animals will 
receive a special blessing during the 
service (and we may have treats too!) 
For safety purposes, all animals must 
be leashed and/or caged. Call (904) 287-
2807 for more information.

10th: The St. Johns County Civic 
Roundtable will meet on 

Monday, Oct. 10 at 12 p.m. at St. Augustine 
Waterworks building, 184 San Marco 
Ave. in St. Augustine. The meeting will 
feature guest speaker Henry, Dean, St. 
Johns County Board of County Commis-
sioners Chairman from District 5. Email 
info@sjcroundtable.org to register for the 
meeting or visit www.sjcroundtable.org 
for more information about the St. Johns 
County Civic Roundtable.

10th: The Northwest St. Johns 
County United for Progress 

Club will meet on Monday, Oct. 10 at 6:30 
p.m. and will host a Meet and Greet for 
local candidate races. Contact nwsjcp@
gmail.com for more information if you’d 
like to attend.

11th: Bartram Trail Newcomers’ 
and Women’s Club will hold 

its meeting and luncheon on Tuesday, 
Oct. 11 at 11 a.m. at the St. Johns Golf and 
Country Club, 205 St. Johns Golf Drive off 
County Road 210. Doors will open at 10:30 
a.m. Bingo will be played and prizes will 
be awarded. The cost of the luncheon is 
$32. Make checks payable to BTNC and 
mail to Deborah Russell, 12376 Fireberry 
Ct., Jacksonville, FL  32258. Payment 
must be received no later than Oct. 4, 
2022, no exceptions. Be sure to indicate 
entrée choice on the check memo line. 
Visit www.facebook.com/BTNC1 for food 
choices and updated information.

17th: Culinary and Medicinal 
Herbs from the Garden will be 

offered on Oct. 15 at 10 a.m. Attendees 
will learn about traditionally used herbs 
to promote wellness and health as well 
as how to create their own tinctures, 
teas, and salves. Included are guides, 
plant identification, lecture and herbal 
snacks. Pre registration is required via 
phone or text at (386) 972-1891. 

17th: The All Star Quilters 
Guild will meet at 9:30 

a.m. for socializing prior to the 10 a.m. 
meeting on Monday, Oct. 17 at the First 
Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. 
This month will feature a potpourri of 

quilt entertainment paired with a “Tea 
and Hat” luncheon fundraiser, $10 for 
a ticket. Wearing a hat is encouraged. 
Tickets are not required to attend the 
meeting only. Sew and Tell is always 
a feature. Guests are welcome. Visit 
www.allstarquilters.org for more infor-
mation.

18th: The Newcomers of North 
St. Johns will host a meet-

ing and luncheon on Tuesday, Oct 18 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. at  Blue Bam-
boo Canton Bistro, 10110 San Jose Blvd. 
in Mandarin. The event will feature a 
presentation by Executive Director Becky 
Yanni and Director of Development Tom 
Torretta from The Council on Aging St. 
Johns County. The cost for the luncheon 
and program is $35 for members. All 
reservations must be received by Oct. 7. 
Visit https://newcomersofnorthstjohns.
org for more information.

22nd: Eden “Field” Day, a 
family-friendly benefit 

fundraiser for Jessie Edenfield will be 
held on Saturday, Oct. 22 from 12 p.m. – 4 
p.m. at Alan Roberts Ranch, 4175 FL-16 in 
St. Augustine. Admission is free; chil-
dren’s activities and games as well as 
meal vouchers are available for a charge. 
Other activities include a bluegrass 
band, silent auction, and basket raffle. 
Visit www.strong4jessie.com for more 
information.  

21st: Adult Craft — Painting a 
paperweight crafted by the 

Frog Man will be held at the Bartram 
Trail Branch Library, at the entrance to 
Julington Creek Plantation, on Oct. 21 
from 10 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Supplies pro-
vided by Bartram Trail Branch Friends 
of the Library. Registration is required; 
call (904) 827-6960 beginning on Oct. 1 
to sign up.

26th: Teen and Tween Sewing 
Series is a three part series 

for beginner sewing enthusiasts to be 
held at the Bartram Trail Branch Library 
starting on Oct. 26 from 3:30 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
Register for all three classes by calling 
(904) 827-6960 or visiting the Informa-
tion Desk. Class size is limited.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. JohnsOctoberOctober Community Calendar

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.
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with St. Johns County Commission Vice 
Chairman Christian Whitehurst, District 1Q A&

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser 
Eddie CreamerQ A&

New 2nd Location!

119 Bartram Oaks Walk, Suite 101

St. Johns FL 32259

904.295.3163 · Nouracafe.com

DAILY SPECIALS
Gyro platters • Falafel • Kababs • Tabbouleh

Hummus • Grape leaves • Hot sandwiches

Oven pies • Kibbeh ball • Vegan dishes • Salads

Za'atar dip • Baba ganoush • Fresh pita bread

Lunch & Dinner  Dine In  Grab & Go• •

10 am - 8 pm

WE DELIVER ORDER ONLINE

Pick Up Orders

JULINGTON CREEK

Gluten free options

Monday - Saturday

SATURDAY,OCTOBER 22nd from 9am-2pm

GENEVA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1755 SR13, St. Johns, FL 32259

SEASONAL DECOR  - - BEAUTIFUL QUILTS - - TABLE RUNNERS
SEASONAL WREATHS - - CARDS & BAKE SALE

STAY FOR LUNCHTOO!

placeplace

Q: What is the status of RISE’s pro-
posed apartment complex on Fruit 
Cove Road? 
A: The status is that it’s so early that 
the process of this being evaluated by 
staff, the PZA and finally the Board of 
County Commissioners has not even 
begun. We commissioners are the last 
ones to see it and an application typi-
cally takes between six months and 
a year before it gets to the Board of 
County Commissioners. 

Q: Can you give an update on your 
availability thus far with neighbors 
concerned about this proposed 
development? 
A: I have been in regular contact with 
people on Fruit Cove Road. I was in-
vited into one of their homes to hear 
their concerns and it was packed with 
70 – 80 people. I answered questions, 
discussed the process, and listened to 
concerns for more than two hours one 
evening. We talked about compat-
ibility and how that is something I’m 
allowed to consider when an appli-
cation comes before the board. We 
also discussed the history and unique 
nature of the neighborhood.

Q: Were you aware of the group’s 
planning meeting at Geneva Presby-
terian Church? 
A: Yes, I attended that meeting at 
Geneva with about 300 other people. 

I listened to the presentation and 
answered some questions in a one-on-
one setting as people filed out.

I’ve received lots of phone calls and 
emails from concerned residents and 
I understand the fear of the commu-
nity about this proposed develop-
ment.

Q: What’s the next step? 
A: As I understand it, some people 
have asked RISE and they have not 
committed to any future meetings at 
this point. We’re just waiting to see 
what they [RISE] do.

Q: On another note, are you aware 
of the proposed rezoning for a row-
ing club at the base of the Julington 
Creek Bridge? 
A: Yes, I am aware of this and I 
believe it will come before the Board 
of County Commissioners before the 
end of the year. I’m very familiar with 
the background of the rowing club 
when they were in Mandarin and 
I’ve had meetings with neighbors on 
Wentworth Avenue and am aware of 
their concerns.

Q: What is the best way for our 
readers to contact you? 
A: Readers can email me at  bcc1c-
whitehurst@sjcfl.us or call me at 
(904) 584-5348.

Q: Can you share a schedule up-
date from your office? 
A: The TRIM period ended on Sept. 
13 and now we move on to the next 
phase of the tax year. For individu-
als who have filed a petition with the 
Value Adjustment Board, their hear-
ings will be scheduled over the next 
three months. Simultaneously, we will 
submit the tax roll to the county’s tax 
collector for preparation of the tax 
bills, which will be mailed out the first 
week of November. Our office will 
then move forward to the 2023 tax 
year.

Q: What does that entail? 
A: We will begin adding any newly 
constructed homes to the tax roll for 
next year. New homeowners can get 
an idea of the value of their newly 
constructed home by visiting our 
website, www.sjcpa.us. We start the 
valuation of existing homes in Janu-
ary. 

Q: Is there anything homeowners 
can do now for the next tax year? 
A: It’s definitely time to start think-
ing about filing for exemptions — 
homestead, senior, veterans etc. If 
you moved into your home in 2022 
and qualify for an exemption, you 
can apply now and we will approve it 
and then pend it for 2023. This also 
gives us time to start the process of 
getting portability from other coun-
ties in Florida, if applicable. 

Q: Do you have anything else to 
share? 
A: County property appraisers are 
bound by law to appraise property 
at just market value. We establish 
this based on sales from the previ-
ous year — and values increased 
pretty dramatically in 2022 for tax 
purposes. This is a reflection of 2021 
sales. Sales for 2022, which will 
impact 2023 for tax purposes, show 
that values have already increased by 
18 percent. I anticipate it being more 
than 30 percent again by the end of 
the year. 

This illustrates the importance of 
filing for homestead exemption 
promptly if you qualify. If you 
moved into your home last year, be 
sure to apply next year and it will 
become the base year for your cap. 
(For homeowners that have home-
stead exemption on their property, 
as part of Save Our Homes, each 
year the assessed value of their home 
can only increase by the lower of 
3 percent or the CPI cost of living 
index.) 

Q: What is the best way for our 
readers to contact you? 
A: Our office is located at 4030 
Lewis Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-
5500. It is open Monday – Friday, 
8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Also, readers can 
email me at Eddie@sjcpa.us or call 
me at (904) 827-5500.

YOUR TRUSTED REAL ESTATE ADVISOR
SERVING NORTHEAST FLORIDA FOR 17 YEARS
MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCER 
FIVE STAR PROFESSIONAL

12636 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223
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Guest Column
with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob HardwickQ A&

&

Elect

Gary

MOSQUITO CONTROL
S�� ����� C����� - SEAT 2

• Experienced Mosquito Control Board Member
• Listens to your concerns with follow through
• For common sense management & financial controls
• Advocate for health & environmental concerns

PLEASE VISIT:

Paid for & Approved by Gary Howell for Anastasia Mosquito Control

PUMPKIN
PATCH

PUMPKIN
PATCH

OPENS OCTOBER 3
M-F 2pm-8pm 
Saturday 10am-8pm 
Sunday 11 am-8pm

• morning fieldtrips 
  available
• special event groups

2600 RACE TRACK ROAD 
ST. JOHNS, FL 32259 
(904)230-2955

Dr. Jimmy Glenos Dr. Craig Hadgis

2021

Holiday Sampler Sale

Sugar Bear Antiques Mall
3047 Julington Creek Road | Jacksonville, FL 32223 | (904) 886-0393 | Open 7 Days a week | 10am-5:45pm

October 14-16, 2022
Refreshments Served

SALES!
Throughout the store on one-of-a-kind 

items for you and your home.

Drawings! 
For Sugar Bear Gift Certificates!

Bring this ad to be eligible.

www.sugarbearmall.com

General Election FAQs
By Vicky Oakes, St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections

With a successful 2022 Primary Elec-
tion officially in the record books, 
the Supervisor of Elections Office is 
looking forward to and planning for 
the November General Election. This is 
a great time to make sure you are Elec-
tion Ready and prepared to head to the 
polls on Nov. 8. It’s also a good time 
for me to answer some frequently asked 
elections questions: 

Is it too late to register for the No-
vember 8th General Election?

No! The deadline is Oct. 11, 2022, so 
you still have time to register to vote or 
update your address.

What is the easiest way to register to 
vote? 

The State of Florida offers online voter 
registration, which can be accessed 
through our website at www.votesjc.
gov. Look for the “Register to Vote” 
quick link on the front page. You will 
need a Florida Driver License and the 
last four digits of your social security 
number to use online registration.

If I don’t have a Florida driver license, 
can I still register to vote? 

Yes. Simply make use of the printable 
voter registration form available on our 
website. You can fill out, print, sign, 
and mail it to us. You can also register 
to vote at any driver license office or 
one of your local public libraries, which 
all have Saturday and evening hours.

If you have questions or need an ap-
plication mailed to you, please call our 
office at (904) 823-2238. Mailed ap-
plications must be postmarked by Oct. 
11, 2022, in order to qualify for the 
November General Election. Applica-
tions turned into the Elections Office, 
driver license offices, or public libraries 
must also be submitted by the deadline 
at close of business day.

If I have moved recently from an-
other county in Florida, do I have to 
re-register to vote? 

No. You will simply need to request an 
address change with our office. 

How can I update my address? 

Call the Elections Office at (904) 823-
2238 or use the online form available 
on our website. You are required to 
provide your name, address, birthdate, 
and Florida driver license number or 
last four digits of your social security 
number to confirm your identity.

Will I receive a new voter card after I 
register or update my address? 

Yes. A new card will be mailed to you 
that provides your voting districts and 
Election Day polling location.

Will I receive a sample ballot from 
the Elections Office? 

Yes. Every voter who has not requested a 
vote-by-mail ballot will receive a sample 
ballot in the mail. They are scheduled 
to be mailed in early October; however, 
they are already available on our website. 
You can also use “My Voter Status” on 
the website to look up your voter record 
and your sample ballot.

Is the ballot long this year? 

Yes. It’s only one page, but there is a 
long list of candidates that includes 
federal, state, and local candidates as 
well as many judges. Additionally, there 
are three constitutional amendments on 
the ballot and a local sales tax referen-
dum.

For more information about voting in 
the upcoming Nov. 8 General Election, 
please see our ad in this newspaper. 
You can also visit our website at www.
votesjc.gov or call the Elections Office 
at (904) 823-2238 for assistance. I look 
forward to seeing you at the polls!

Q: Do you have any Halloween safety 
tips? 
A: Yes. First, plan a route in advance and 
only trick or treat at homes or businesses 
that you are familiar with. It’s best to go 
while it’s still light outside, but definitely 
stay in well-lit areas and with a group. 
Establish a curfew and stick to it. Be sure 
to take your cell phone as it can be used 
not only for communication, but also to 
provide a flashlight.

Make sure your child’s costume, including 
masks and wigs, are flame resistant. They 
should also be light in color and reflective 
so they are clearly visible to motorists. Avoid 
costumes that are oversized and high-heeled 
shoes that can cause a child to trip.

Instruct your child not to eat any treats 
until an adult can examine them.

If you will be out driving on Halloween, 
take extra time and watch for children 
darting in and out from between parked 
cars. Slow down and pay attention. Watch 
for children walking on roadways, medians 
and curbs. Enter and exit driveways and 
alleys very carefully. 

Remember, if you see suspicious activity, 
call the Sheriff’s Office and report it. 

Q: What is the Sheriff’s Office doing for 
Halloween? 
A: We are hosting the only Haunted House 
in town, called “Sheriff Hardwick’s Haunt-
ed Jail,” on Oct. 21, 22, 28, and 29 from 
6 p.m. – 11p.m. at 4015 Lewis Speedway 
in St. Augustine. There will be food trucks, 
photo opportunities and more spooky but 
safe fun! Tickets are available on Eventbrite 
at: www.eventbrite.com/e/sheriff-hard-
wicks-haunted-jail-tickets-416867520977

The Haunted Jail was organized and 
created by Sheriff’s Office employees as 
a 501.3c fundraiser for the SJSO Special 
Teams Association Inc. Individual and 
corporate sponsorships and donations are 
still being accepted. 

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you with any questions or 
suggestions about this article? 
A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.org or 
call me at (904) 824-8304. Also, our web-
site, www.sjso.org has a wealth of resources, 
from alarm registration to Crime Stoppers 
to our Neighbors app.
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4455 Avenue A, Suite 101
St. Augustine, FL 32095

(904) 823-2238
www.votesjc.gov

DEADLINE APPROACHING

MAKE SURE YOUR VOTE COUNTS!

ON OUR WEBSITE www.votesjc.gov

To locate your polling place visit www.votesjc.gov  
or call the Elections Office at 904-823-2238.

KNOW WHERE TO VOTE BEFORE YOU GO

Due to the 2020 Census and Redistricting 
process, voting districts, precinct lines, and some 

Election Day polling locations have changed.  
Visit VOTESJC.GOV for more information.

NOVEMBER 8, 2022GENERAL ELECTION

VOTE-BY-MAIL
Visit www.votesjc.gov or call 
(904) 823-2238 by 5 PM on 
October 29 to request a vote-by-
mail ballot.

VOTE EARLY
You can vote in person prior to 
Election Day by visiting any early 
voting location from Wednesday, 
October 26 through Saturday, 
November 5. Early voting locations 
will be open from 8 AM to 6 PM 
daily. Locations are listed below.

ELECTION DAY
To vote on Election Day, you must 
go to your assigned polling place 
between the hours of 7 AM and 7 
PM on November 8. Signature and 
photo ID are required to vote in 
person. For more information, visit 
www.votesjc.gov

REMEMBER, YOU HAVE 
3 WAYS TO VOTE!

Dates & Times: October 26 – November 5 • 8 AM – 6 PM Daily at all locations
Includes two Saturdays and a Sunday

Ponte Vedra  
Branch Library
101 Library Blvd
Ponte Vedra Beach

Supervisor  
of Elections Office
4455 Avenue A, #101
St. Augustine

Ponte Vedra  
Concert Hall
1050 A1A North
Ponte Vedra Beach

St. Augustine Beach  
City Hall
2200 A1A South
St. Augustine

Julington Creek Annex
(St. Johns County  
Service Center)
725 Flora Branch Blvd
St. Johns

Southeast  
Branch Library
6670 US 1 South
St. Augustine

SilverLeaf Amenity 
Center
218 Silver Forest Dr
St. Augustine

Hastings  
Branch Library
6195 S. Main St
Hastings

The last day to register to vote in the 2022 General Election is Tuesday, 
October 11. Mailed applications must be postmarked by October 11, 2022, 
to qualify for the November General Election.  Applications turned into the 
Elections Office, Driver License offices, or public libraries must also be 
submitted by the deadline at close of business day.

Has your signature changed? If your signature on your voter record and 
signature on your vote-by-mail ballot certificate envelope do not match, 
your vote-by-mail ballot may not count. Update your signature using a 
Florida voter registration application.
Drop your vote-by-mail ballot in a Secure Ballot Intake Station at any early 
voting location during the hours of voting. Your voted mail ballot must be 
received by the Supervisor of Elections Office no later than 7 PM on Election 
Day. If your vote-by-mail ballot is returned late, it will not count.

• Register to vote
• Check your voter status
• Change your address before you vote
• Verify your polling place
• Track the mailing and receipt of your vote-by-mail ballot
• View and print your sample ballot

EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS

 Tuesday, November 8, 2022
 Polls are open 7 AM – 7 PM
 When voting on Election Day, you MUST vote at the 
precinct of your legal residence

ELECTION DAY

We are here to serve you. Please visit our 
office, call or use our online forms and 
resources to help you prepare for Election Day.
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DougNunneryRealtor.com 

(904) 233-8731
Broker Associate & REALTOR®

When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care following 
a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request River Garden for 
your rehabilitation needs. Our spacious therapy center, overlooking 
our lush campus, offers individualized treatment plans delivered 
by highly skilled, specialized therapists, seven days a week. 
Throughout your stay, our number-one priority is to help you regain 
your best quality of life and maximize your independence. There’s 
more than one reason why River Garden is the most highly rated 
skilled nursing facility in Northeast Florida.

Request River Garden 
RiverGarden.org  |  (904) 886.8419

County commissioners propose creation 
of Sales Tax Advisory Committee if voters 
approve referendum
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

During the regular commission meeting 
on Sept. 20, the St. Johns County Board 
of County Commissioners directed 
county staff to provide the board with 
recommendations for the potential 
creation of a Sales Tax Advisory Com-
mittee. Staff will provide the Board of 
County Commissioners with a schedule 
and appointment process for the citizen-
led committee. 

The committee will only be established 
if St. Johns County voters approve the 
one-penny sales tax referendum on Nov. 
8, 2022.

“It’s an opportunity for all the citizens 
to weigh in through the advisory com-
mittee if the referendum passes,” said 
Chairman Henry Dean, Commissioner 
of District 5. “It’s important to hear 
the community’s feedback on how they 
would like to spend the funds.”

On Feb.15, 2022, the board directed 
the County Attorney to prepare a 
proposed one percent local government 
infrastructure surtax ordinance for a 
first reading on March 1, 2022, and 
second reading for adoption on March 

15, 2022. During the March 15 regular 
commission meeting, the St. Johns 
County Board of County Commission-
ers voted 4 to 1 to send to referendum a 
proposed one-penny sales tax ordinance 
for voter approval.

 “It’s always important to gather com-
munity input, especially on an item as 
important as this. We want to ensure 
that if this passes in November, every 
community in St. Johns County sees the 
benefit and the advisory committee will 
help us do that,” said Vice-chairman 
Christian Whitehurst, Commissioner of 
District 1.

Should more than 50 percent of voters 
approve the proposed ordinance, the 
sales tax increase will begin for ten years 
on Jan. 1, 2023. The proposed increase 
would take St. Johns County’s sales tax 
from 6.5 percent to 7.5 percent of the 
sale of goods and services. For taxable 
personal property, the additional one-
penny sales tax would only be collected 
on the first $5,000. The additional sales 
tax would not apply to certain grocer-
ies, prescription drugs, medical prod-
ucts and supplies, or other goods and 
services exempt from taxation.

Photo courtesy Westminster Woods

Westminster Woods on Julington Creek hosted a grand opening for its brand new Memory Care Center on Aug. 30, fea-
turing a blessing of the building and ceremonial ribbon-cutting. Residents’ Association President Dr. Joan Hodges said, 

“This building with all that it holds, carries the visions, hopes and dreams of those who have gone before us, those who 
will currently live here and those who will come here far into the future.” Following the speeches and ribbon cutting 

ceremony, guests were invited to tour the brand new, state-of-the-art neighborhood and residences.
 

New Memory Care Center opens

www.fruitcove.com
501 State Rd 13, St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.0996
Worship 9:30 & 11am
Connect Groups 9:30 & 11am

Clarity for Life @FruitCoveBC
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Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246  
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

I can help you bundle 
your home and auto 
insurance, at a rate that 
may surprise you. Call 
me for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums and 
budgets will vary by 
customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm®
underwriting requirements. 
Availability and
amount of discounts and 
savings vary by state.

© 2019 Regions Bank. Member FDIC. All loans subject to qualification, required documentation and credit approval. Regions and the Regions logo 
are registered trademarks of Regions Bank. The LifeGreen color is a trademark of Regions Bank.                                                                          (03/19)

Ian B. MacDonald | Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS ID: 546443 | 904.626.0353 (C) 
ian.macdonald@regions.com | 130 St. Johns Commons | St. Johns, FL 32259

• Construction or Renovation to Permanent Financing
• Interest rate is locked before construction/renovation begins
• One-time close without second set of closing costs
• Fixed and Adjustable Rate Options
• Jumbo Loans available

Building a Custom Home?
Building on Your Lot?
Planning a Major Renovation?

and the Regions logo are registered trademarks of Regions Bank. The LifeGreen color is a trademark of Regions Bank.

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name 
Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products 
and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.1008115-00003-00

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts
Probate • Guardianship

More Than 25 Years Legal Experience

904-665-0005 • www.preddylaw.com
12627 San Jose Blvd. • Ste. 102 (Just north of the Julington Creek Bridge)

New glaucoma specialist joins practice
Clay Eye Physicians and Surgeons 
recently welcomed glaucoma special-
ist, Yasmin Islam, M.D. to its practice. 
Dr. Islam received her medical degree 
from the University of Florida College 
of Medicine. She completed her internal 
medicine internship at Massachusetts 
General Hospital in Boston, Mass., and 
her ophthalmology residency at the 
University of Florida. She furthered her 
training at Bascom Palmer Eye Institute 
in Palm Beach Gardens completing her 
glaucoma fellowship. 

Dr. David Hayes, ophthalmologist 
and glaucoma specialist with Clay Eye 
Physicians and Surgeons said, “We are 
very fortunate to have Dr. Islam join our 
team. As a fellowship-trained glaucoma 
surgeon, her knowledge and expertise 
in glaucoma will be invaluable. We 
have a significant population of glau-
coma patients and with the addition 
of Dr. Islam, we have now expanded 
our resources to care for them. She’s 
a welcome addition and we’re excited 
about her contribution to the future of 
Clay Eye.” 

Clay Eye Physicians and Surgeons offers 
comprehensive eye care in the follow-
ing specialties: glaucoma surgery, cornea 
surgery, diabetic eye disease and macular 

degeneration, laser cataract surgery, 
laser floater lysis, medical retina, retinal 
surgery, LASIK surgery, cosmetic eye 
procedures, pediatric ophthalmology, 
and pediatric eye exams. In addition, 
they offer routine eye exams, contact 
lenses, and boutique eyewear for the 
entire family. Visit www.clayeye.com for 
more information.

New family medicine physician in 
Julington Creek
Heather Clair, M.D., a board-certi-
fied family medicine physician, has 
joined Flagler Health+’s network of 
Primary Care providers. Dr. Clair 
is now scheduling appointments for 
new patients at the Flagler Health+ 
Primary Care office at Julington 
Creek, located at 2570 Race Track 
Road, Suite A in St. Johns. Provid-
ing versatile care for patients from 
newborn to geriatric, Dr. Clair joins 
Flagler Health+ and is practicing 
alongside Tristan Imhoff, MD, at the 
Julington Creek office that opened in 
early 2022.

“Dr. Clair brings a wide range of 
experience and education to Flagler 
Health+ as we grow our primary care 
practices throughout the community,” 
said Dr. David Rice, Chief Physician 
Executive. “Her addition to the team at 
Flagler Health+ Primary Care at Jul-
ington Creek will help to better serve 
our neighbors in northern St. Johns 
County.”

Dr. Clair received her doctorate degree 
in medicine from the University of 
Louisville School of Medicine and her 
Ph.D. in biochemistry and molecular 
genetics from the University of Lou-

isville. She completed her residency 
at the Orange Park Medical Center 
Family Medicine Residency in Orange 
Park.

Visit flaglerhealth.org/julingtoncreek for 
more information.

Photo courtesy Clay Eye Physicians and Surgeons

Yasmin Islam, M.D. 
Photo courtesy Flagler Health+

Dr. Heather Clair
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Family Medicine Familiar Locations

Now Open — For more than 130 years, we’ve cared for our growing community. 
And we’ve grown with it, providing innovative healthcare in new places and new ways. 

Today we are bringing that level of care to our friends and families in Julington Creek and 
Greenbriar. From birth through geriatrics, we are delivering complete health and wellness 
for all stages of life. We’re ready to serve your whole family—and the whole community.

To learn more about becoming a new patient, 
visit FlaglerHealth.org/JulingtonCreek 

or FlaglerHealth.org/Greenbriar

Tristan Imhof, MD
Family Medicine

GREENBRIAR
304 Ashourian Ave, Suite 105 

St. Augustine, FL 32092
904.819.1006

Mark Michaels, MD
Family Medicine

Heather Clair, MD
Family Medicine

JULINGTON CREEK
2570 Race Track Rd, Suite A

St. Johns, FL 32259
904.819.1005
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PROVEN LEADER 
FOR OUR SCHOOLS
Keep St. Johns Schools #1!

Safety Initiatives

Fiscal Transparency
Career Academies

Emphasis on the Arts

Paid for by Bev Slough for St. Johns County School Board District 1

LET'S RE-ELECT
BEV SLOUGH!

Bev's Record of Success

Mentors needed for St. Johns County 
schools
The St. Johns County School District 
is looking for volunteers who have a bit 
of time, a listening ear, and an encour-
aging word to help a student become 
successful in school and in life. Research 
shows that students who consistently 
meet with mentors have increased at-
tendance, decreased disruptive behavior, 
and/or increased academic achievement. 
Mentors assist in a school setting and 
meet with a student approximately once 
per week.

Orientation for those interested in 
mentoring will take place on Oct. 5 
from 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at the Fuller-
wood Center Auditorium, 10 Hildreth 
Drive, in St Augustine. Contact (904) 
547- 3952 or email Cheryl_Freeman@
stjohns.k12.fl.us if you are interested in 
taking part.

Golf cart giveaway raises funds to 
support Bartram Trail Athletics
Bartram Bears Athletic Booster Club is 
raising funds by offering a drawing for 
a street legal 2018 EZGO TXT (blue 
and black) with a Bluetooth speaker and 
brand new batteries. The cost is $25 per 
ticket and the drawing will be held at 
the annual Bartram Boogie fundraiser 
(March 2023). You do not need to be 
present to win. Proceeds will benefit 
Bartram Trail Athletics. 

Bartram Bears Athletic Booster Club 
is a nonprofit organization comprised 
of an all-volunteer board that raises 
money to assist the athletic department 
to help fund all of Bartram Trail’s sports 
programs. The funds raised are used for 
everything from uniforms and sports 
equipment to bus transportation costs 
for away games and playoffs, and facility 
maintenance and upgrades. Over the 
years, the group has helped provide a 
lighted message board for the school, 
stadium scoreboard and video board, 
sound system, a new gymnasium floor, 
a new Toro mower, and countless other 
items. 

Visit www.bartramathleticboosters.com 
for more information.

Nease High School athletes to benefit 
from scholarships
Nease High School alumnus, Class of 
1986 and pro golfer, Len Mattiace, will 
be funding a $3,000 sponsorship/schol-
arship for students attending the school. 
Annually, $1,000 will be designated to 
go to a male and female athlete in ad-
dition to a $1,000 going to the Golden 
Panther Booster Club.

Sponsorships along with student athlete 
scholarships are vital to the funding 
of high school sports and the future 
of athletes. St. Johns County does not 
allocate funds towards the district high 
school athletic program. It is up to the 
individual sports teams to fund raise in 
order to cover their specific needs. With 
the growing costs associated with pro-
viding athletes an elite environment, the 
teams fall short and sponsorship funds 
fill the gap. 

Each sports program at Nease High 
School is part of the more broad 
Golden Panther Booster Club which 
has 501 C3 status so donations are also 

tax deductible. 

Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and Women’s 
Club announces October luncheon
The Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and 
Women’s Club will hold its October 
meeting and luncheon on Tuesday, Oct. 
11 at 11 a.m. at the St. Johns Golf and 
Country Club, located at 205 St. Johns 
Golf Drive. Doors will open at 10:30 
a.m. Bingo will be played and prizes will 
be awarded. Attendees are encouraged 
to wear pink in honor of Breast Cancer 
Awareness month. 

The cost of the luncheon is $32; make 
checks payable to BTNC and mail to 
Deborah Russell, 12376 Fireberry Ct., 
Jacksonville, FL  32258 no later than 
Oct. 4, 2022, no exceptions. Be sure to 
indicate your entrée choice on the check 
memo line. (Visit www.facebook.com/
BTNC1 for food choices and updated 
information.)

The Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and 
Women’s Club meets the second Tues-
day of every month from September 
to May for lunch. In addition to the 
monthly meetings, the club has a wide 
variety of interest groups, including 
Bridge, Continental Rummy, Pennies 
Canasta, Mexican Chicken Train domi-
noes, Bunko, Mah Jongg, golf, recipe 
exchange, monthly special events, book 
club, lunch and matinee, Lunch Divas, 
Ladies Night Out, a nature walk group 
and community projects. Email Linda 
Beard at bartramtnc@gmail.com for 
more information. Visit www.facebook.
com/BTNC1 to see pictures of the 
meetings and download a membership 
form.

Newcomers of North St. Johns welcomes 
Council on Aging director to October 
luncheon
Newcomers of North Saint Johns will 
hold its next luncheon on Tuesday, Oct. 
18 at Blue Bamboo Canton Bistro, 
10110 San Jose Blvd. in Mandarin. 
The event will feature a presentation 
by Executive Director Becky Yanni and 
Director of Development Tom Torretta 
from The Council on Aging St. Johns 
County about the many services and 
events the COA provides.

Doors will open at 10:30 a.m. The cost 
for the luncheon and program is $35 
for members and $40 for guests. All 
reservations must be received by Oct. 7. 
Visit https://newcomersofnorthstjohns.
org for more information.

The Newcomers of North St. Johns 
offers a variety of activities for St. Johns 
County residents to get acquainted 
and have fun, including smaller lunch 
groups, wine socials, golf, Mah Jongg, 
holiday parties, day trips and cultural 
events.

Local family delivers food to more than 
150 homes in St. Johns County 
One year ago, a local couple, Debra and 
Bill Logeson, began volunteering for 
Care Connect+, a program of Flagler 
Health+, and in that time, they have 
delivered food to more than 150 homes. 
This milestone was recently celebrated 
with gas cards given to the Logeson 
family, donated by Jimmy Jam Commu-
nity Outreach. With St. Johns county 
continuing to grow and the need for 

food increasing, Care Connect+ is look-
ing for more food delivery drivers to 
join the Logeson family in their efforts.

“Through this food delivery service, I 
have learned so much about the com-
munity. With St. Johns County being 
the fastest growing county in Florida 
and all the tourists that come to the 
area, it’s hard to realize families are 
struggling,” said Bill Logeson. “You can 
throw a rock from any building in the 
area and hit a community that needs 
help.”

Care Connect+ started the food deliv-
ery program in early 2020 when they 
recognized the increased community 
need due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Through volunteer drivers, like the 
Logeson family, and Epic-Cure, a group 
of volunteers dedicated to eliminating 
food waste and ending hunger, Care 
Connect+ was able to start screening 
individuals for their needs and deter-
mine if they were eligible to be put on 
a list for food delivery. The program has 
since continued to grow, meaning more 
delivery drivers are needed.

The food delivery schedule is released 
every Monday, and then the food de-
livery is every Thursday. Volunteers will 
receive the list of addresses that morn-
ing, stop by Epic-Cure to pick up the 
bags of food, then deliver them to each 
home. 

Visit CareConnectVolunteers.com or 

Briefs cont. on pg. 12
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“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

•  ENSURING best financial and organizational management
•  IMPROVING facilities and operations for general aviation, 

commercial aviation, charters, and commercial flights
•  COMPLETELY TRANSPARENT Board Governance and  

Executive Accountability

Please visit: www.VoteDennisClarke.com
Paid for & Approved by Dennis Clarke for Airport Authority Board

A I R P O R T  A U T H O R I T Y
S t.  J o h n s  C o u n t y  –  G r o u p  2

Paid for & Approved by Jaime Topp for Airport Authority Board

• EXPERIENCE as owner and manager of Fixed Based Operator (FBO) 
•  UNDERSTANDS how airport operations work and how they can be improved for general aviation, 

commercial aviation, charters, and commercial flights
• KNOWLEDGEABLE of a wide range of aircraft
• FORMER commercial pilot & U.S. Air Force Veteran
• DEDICATED to improving airport use & successful organizational management

AIRPORT AUTHORITY
ST. JOHnS COUnTY – GROUP 3

Please visit: www.VoteJaimeTopp.com

RACHEAL HANDRACHEAL HAND
FOR ST. JOHNS COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD, DISTRICT ONE

VOICE 
FOR PARENTS 

ADVOCATE
FOR STUDENTS 

ALLY
TO TEACHERS 

VOTE

V O T E H A N D F O R S C H O O L B O A R D . C O M  

email Jennifer.Wills@FlaglerHealth.org 
to learn more about becoming a food 
delivery driver for Care Connect+.

United Way of St. Johns County 
announces new president
Mark D. LeMaire has been named 
President and Chief Executive Officer of 
United Way of St. Johns County, serv-
ing St. Johns and Putnam counties. 

“I am pleased to announce the selection 
of Mark LeMaire as United Way-SJC 
CEO,” said Board Chair Joe Pickens. 
“Mark’s extensive nonprofit experience 
combined with his familiarity with both 
St. Johns and Putnam counties make 
him the ideal person to lead our organi-
zation. When you have a perfect fit, you 
don’t just think it, you feel it too. That 
was the unanimous sentiment of the 
search committee.”

Among many other achievements, while 
serving at United Way, LeMaire led the 
organization’s planned giving effort, 
secured new planned giving commit-
ments, stewarded the organization’s 
annual community investments and 
volunteer center, built a neighborhood 
focused funding initiative, oversaw 
$6M annual budget and developed and 
implemented an online grant applica-
tion process.

LeMaire has a M.A. degree in Sociology 
from the University of South Florida, a 
B.A. degree from Southeastern Univer-
sity and over 20 years of nonprofit expe-
rience. He is a licensed foster parent for 

the State of Florida and a 2020 graduate 
of Leadership St. Johns.

LeMaire will replace former United 
Way-St. Johns County President/CEO, 
Melissa Nelson, who assumed the role 
of President/CEO for United Way of 
Florida in June 2022. Lemaire will join 
the organization on Oct. 3, 2022. A 
transition team has been put in place as 
well to ensure a smooth transition.

Volunteers sought to help local 
taxpayers 
AARP Foundation has kicked off 
volunteer recruitment for its Tax-Aide 
program, the nation’s largest volunteer-
based tax preparation service. Volunteers 
may sign up to assist taxpayers either in 
person or virtually, with a number of 
roles available. 

In addition to tax preparers, whom 
the program will train, Tax-Aide needs 
people who can provide technical and 
communications assistance, interpreters, 
and program leaders. Volunteers come 
from a variety of industries and range 
from retirees to university students. 
All levels and types of experience are 
welcome. 

Tax-Aide offers free in-person and 
online tax preparation and assistance 
nationwide to taxpayers with low 
to moderate income. Because of the 
complexity of the U.S. tax code, many 
taxpayers overpay their taxes or turn 
to paid tax services they cannot afford. 
Some may forgo filing their taxes and 
miss out on the credits and deductions 
they’ve earned because they are unable 
to pay for assistance. Tax-Aide volun-
teers can help by providing necessary 
services in communities where there is 
the greatest need. 

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide has grown 
since its inaugural team of just four 
volunteers in 1968 and has served over 
68 million taxpayers since its inception. 
The program has volunteers in every 
state who typically number more than 
30,000. 

To learn about volunteer opportunities, 
visit aarpfoundation.org/taxaide or call 
1-888-OUR AARP (1-888-687-2277). 
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is offered 
in coordination with the IRS. 

Briefs cont. from pg. 11

Photo courtesy Flagler Health+

Debra and Bill Logeson
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Two Like It® Size Create Your Own
(Ice Cream + Mix-In) For $6

Any Large Round, Large Rectangle
Or Small Rectangle Signature Cake

10/31/22 10/31/22
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 Send us your community news!

editor@floridanewsline.com
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Vote for Tate, November 8!

Beth Tate is Board Ready!
Airport Authority Board

votebethtate@gmail.com

Improved Airport Operations
Improved Economic Value to the County
Improved Community Involvement

VoteBethTate.Com votebethtate

Paid for by Vote for Beth Tate, Airport Authority Group 2 Campaign

904-495-3045
ChrisGeorge32081@gmail.com

Vote4Chrisgeorge.com 
or facebook.com/ChrisGeorge32081 

Paid for by Chris George, for Anastasia Mosquito Control, St. Johns County.

Ready to work for a better St. Johns

Chris George
Candidate for

St. Johns County
Commissioner

Seat 4

Get to KnowGet to Know  . . .. . .

travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLifeLife
Natalie 
Edmondson

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  Email Martie 
Thompson at  editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Natalie Edmondson is a 1997 gradu-
ate of Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School, so when she heard 
the news of the killing of 17 stu-
dents and teachers four years ago, 
she was affected in a personal 
way. The tragedy prompted 
her to want to take action, and 
when her efforts to help her 
local community in Iowa were 
met with indifference, she said 
she turned inward, faced her 
own mortality, and realized her 
health was of utmost impor-
tance so that she could continue 
her efforts to try to make a dif-
ference. “I found healing through 
fitness,” she said. She made lifestyle 
changes, took up running, and lost 
130 pounds. Continuing her journey, 
she plans to run the New York City 
Marathon in November as a member 
of the Sandy Hook Promise marathon 
team. Now living in NW St. Johns 
County, she is holding shoe drives, 
“Shoes for Sandy Hook,” to raise the 
funds she needs to participate in the 
marathon. Community members can 
support her efforts by dropping off 
donations of gently worn, used, and 
new shoes at the bright yellow box 
inside RiverTown’s Riverhouse, 140 
Landing Street in St. Johns, before 
Oct. 15. She lives with her husband 
Kevin and three children who attend 

St. Johns County 
schools.

Q: How did you begin your healing 
through fitness?

A: I had always enjoyed sports grow-
ing up and had run two half mara-
thons. Then, after the tragedy at my 
alma mater, I felt isolated and ineffec-
tive living in Iowa. I became inspired 
to improve my health. I called the 
University of Iowa’s bariatric program, 
which was a lifestyle changing six 
month program. I eventually lost 130 
pounds and now am in the best shape 

of my life. I found joy in 
trying new things — road cycling, 

duathlons, and then thought what’s 
next? I decided to run a marathon, 
but only to benefit a charity that I’m 
passionate about.

Q: How did you decide to benefit 
Sandy Hook Promise?

A: Every Christmas, my husband 
makes a donation in my name to 
an anti-gun violence charity. I came 
across Sandy Hook Promise and im-
mediately knew their beliefs aligned 

with mine. Formed by some of the 
parents who lost children in the Sandy 
Hook Elementary shootings, they en-
vision a future where children are free 
from shootings and acts of violence 
in their schools, homes, and com-
munities. They offer programming 
for kindergarten through 12th grade, 
including peer-led Promise Clubs, 

teach how to identify at-risk behav-
iors, and maintain hotlines that 
have already averted 14 school 
shootings and averted more than 
1,000 suicides.

My mission is to continue on 
with them after the marathon 
in a volunteer capacity to try to 
bring their programming to our 
local schools. 

Q: How does the Shoes for 
Sandy Hook fundraiser work?

A: My goal is to collect 2,500 
pairs of shoes and I am well on my 

way. The amount of money raised is 
determined by the total weight of the 
shoes collected. All donated shoes will 
be redistributed to microenterprise 
partners through Funds2Org and 
will be used in developing nations for 
impoverished people to start their own 
business. These people are taught how 
to run a business and sell shoes and al-
lows them to provide for their families. 
It also keeps shoes out of landfills. It 
basically allows donated shoes a second 
chance to make a difference. With the 
money raised, I’ll be able to donate to 
Sandy Hook Promise and run in the 
New York City Marathon on Nov. 6.

Q: How are you training for the 
marathon?

A: I’ve been running around 20 miles 
per week and will build up to 40 miles 
per week as the marathon gets closer. 
I’m also doing a lot of cross training. 

Photo courtesy Natalie Edmondson

Natalie Edmondson
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Community Marketplace Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisements!
Call for details
(904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

• Driveways

• Pavers

• Patios
Catering to the needs of the

homeowner since 2002

• Walkways

• Concrete Removal

• Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

www.floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential - no project too small

www.itpromise.com

Serving St Johns and 
Mandarin since 2003

Managed Services
Data Backup solutions
Security: Firewalls, Virus protection, 
Email �ltering
Business Continuity & Disaster 
Recovery Planning
Website Development
Residential Services

2013 Small Business Leader
of the Year Jax Chamber

We take care of your I.T. 
so you can focus on your business

904.287.2254

Call us today for a free evaluation and estimate!

Tree Removal | Tree & Shrub Pruning | Storm Preparation | Stump Grinding
Tree & Landscape Assessment | Plant Healthcare | Emergency Services

Licensed • Insured • Worker’s Comp

904-719-8499
neflorida@whymonster.com • whymonster.com/NFL

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel
Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE & MORE
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Bird Food • Feeders • Garden Accents • Gifts

HHururrry in for y in for FFall all SSavingsavings

10/31/22

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 pro-
cedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get 
your free dental info kit! 
1-855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy 
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator 
$0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. 
Call before the next power 
outage: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule free Leaf-
Filter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Mili tary Dis-
counts. Call 1-833-610-1936

AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 

1 TB of data/mo. Ask 
how to bundle & SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. 1-855-364-3948

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car  to 
Veterans Today! Help 
and Support our Vet-
erans. Fast - FREE pick 
up.  100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Hughe sNe t  -  F ina l l y, 
super-fast internet no 
matter where you live. 
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! 
Unlimited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV 
& Internet. Free Installa-
tion.  Call 866-499-0141

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! 
GIBSON, FENDER, MAR-
TIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. 
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Become a published au-
thor. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since 1920. 
Consultation, production, 
promotion & distribu-
tion. Call for free author’s 

guide 1-877-729-4998 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

Pay i n g  to p  c as h  f o r 
men’s  spor t watches! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Subma-
riner  and Speedmas-
ter. Call 833-603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & hear 
TV w/unmatched clarity. 
TV Ears Original - originally 
$129.95 - now w/this special 
offer  only $59.95 w/code 
MCB59! 1-888-805-0840

Aloe Care Health medi-
cal aler t system. Most 
advanced medical alert 
product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-
f i needed! Special of-
fer w/code CARE20 for 
$20 o f f  Mobi le  C om-

panion. 1-855-341-5862

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Re-
mote. Some restrictions 
apply.  Promo E xpires 
1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516

The Generac PWRcell 
solar plus battery stor-
age system. Save money, 
reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & 
power your home. Full 
installation services. $0 
down financing option. 
Request free no obliga-
tion quote. 1-877-539-0299

Vivint. Smart security. Pro-
fessionally installed. One 
connected system for total 
peace of mind. Free profes-

sional installation! Four 
free months of monitoring! 
Call  to customize your 
system. 1-833-841-0737

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-in tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installa-
tion and service. Now 
featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off - 
limited time! Financing 
available. 1-855-417-1306

Protect your home from 
pests safely and afford-
ably. Pest, rodent, termite 
and mosquito control. 
Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 844-394-9278

Discount air travel. Call 
Flight Services for best 
pricing on domestic & in-
ternational flights inside 

& from the US. Serving 
United, Delta, American & 
Southwest & many more. 
Free quote! Have travel 
dates ready! 844-951-2014

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we 
belong to has purchased 
the above classif ieds. 
Determining the value of 
their service or product 
is advised by this publi-
cation. In order to avoid 

misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer 
employment but rather 
supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and 
other materials designed 
to help their clients es-
tablish mail order selling 
and other businesses at 
home. Under NO circum-
stance should you send 
any money in advance or 
give the client your check-

ing, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also beware 
of ads that claim to guar-
antee loans regardless 
of credit and note that if 
a credit repair company 
does business only over 
the phone it is illegal to 
request any money before 
delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dol-
lars. Toll free numbers may 
or may not reach Canada.

Job Finder:
JR Dental is Looking for a full time dental assistant to join our modern, organized 
& stress free team. Cross trained or entry level accepted.  Experience with Digital 
images, Intraoral scanners, Implants, RCT a plus. Salary based on experience, paid 
holidays, Vacation/ Sick Days, Health,Dental, 401K. Opportunities to advance and grow 
professionally.  Send resume to  obduliarondon@hotmail.com. 

Located in World Golf Village, Westminster St. Augustine is currently accepting ap-
plications for:Nursing (CNA, LPN, RN) and Physical Therapist (PRN), Dining Services 
(Supervisor, Cook, Baker, Dishwasher, Server, Bartender, Dietary), Receptionist (On-
call), Housekeeper, Maintenance, Security Please apply online at:  www.Westminster-
StAugustineFL.org Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-517-18921-855-517-1892

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

she transferred to Jacksonville University 
to play her two final years under Coach 
Kathryn Dougan. 

Last year, Brimhall, 23, interned as a 
sponsorship coordinator and general 
tournament support staff member for 
the very first PXG Women’s Match Play 
Championship at World Golf Village. 
She is ready to do it again next month 
as the tournament returns to St. Johns 
County for its second year. 

Brimhall now works as a brand con-
sultant for CAA Sports in the golf 
department, helping clients activate and 
endorse their brand through relation-
ships with the PGA TOUR and other 
affiliated golf brands. She credits PXG 
with helping her to be a professional in 
the golf business. 

“I can’t say enough about how this tour-
nament/tour has impacted me. Watch-
ing this tour grow from the ground up 
has shown me that any dream is pos-
sible. It has also shown me that people 
do care about women’s sports,” said 
Brimhall. “We have a long way to go, 
but I know that more initiatives are tak-
ing place to provide women/girls more 

playing opportunities in all sports.” 

Last year, Mark Berman, managing 
partner of MediaShare Consulting 
Group and in the golf industry for 25 
years, created the first ever professional 
women’s golf tournament in St. Johns 
County and the first in Jacksonville 
since 1976. 

The PXG Women’s Match Play Cham-
pionship, a back-to-back tournament se-
ries, will take place Nov. 1 through Nov. 
6 under the umbrella of the Women’s 
All Pro Tour. It is one of only three 
US women’s developmental tours for 
women and the only one which provides 
a pathway into the Symetra Tour. It is 
open to all professional players who are 
not LPGA players. 

The event features 84 of the world’s best 
non-LPGA players starting in a two-
stroke play qualifier from which 64 will 
advance to the Pod Play Battle Rounds. 
The winners of each Pod will advance to 
Sweet 16 of the traditional Match Play 
Knockout Rounds. 

The “Generation W Links to Leader-
ship Summit” will take place on the day 
off between stroke play and the Battle 
Rounds. Generation W is a non-profit 

located in Jacksonville Beach that is 
dedicated to lifting up women through 
leadership development, connection, 
inspiration and education. The summit 
is being presented by Baptist Health 
and Circle K. Investing in Kids (INK!), 
which raises money for underserved 
public schools in St. Johns County, 
is the tournament benefactor and the 
official charity partner. Last year, INK! 
raised more than $50,000 through the 
Pro-Am, its biggest single-day fund-
raiser.

This year’s Pro-Am will be held at the 
World Golf Village Slammer & Squire 
course on Monday, Oct. 31. The event 
is sponsored by Founding Partners Mur-
gado Automotive Bentley & Maserati of 
Jacksonville, SQAIRZ Golf, Access Golf 
and Baptist Health. 

For Berman, this event is all about 
creating opportunities for women in 
golf, in the community and in the golf 
industry. 

“It is not a knock against the guys. It 
is just how do we create more playing 
opportunities and eventually earning 
opportunities for these young women 
so that they can get to their next level,” 
he said.

Pro golfer Sofia Garcia, 24, said she 
enjoyed her time at PXG last year. She 
was paired with Dr. Scott Fechter in 
the INK! Charity Pro Am, and the two 
struck up a professional relationship 
with Fechter’s practice, Pain Relief Cen-
ter, becoming Garcia’s lead sponsor. 

“It was just an overall good experience,” 
said Garcia, who is actively pursuing her 
dream to be in the LPGA Tour. “It was 
about more than just golf.” 

Garcia, who is from Paraguay and 
played golf at Texas Tech, said she 
especially enjoyed the Generation W 
Leadership Summit and the opportunity 
to find support and fellowship. 

“Golf has shaped me as a person and 
has shaped my life. I have so many great 
memories on the golf course and off,” 
said Garcia, who began playing golf 
when she was eight years old. “We judge 
ourselves based on our performances, 
but we are more than that.” 

For more information about tickets, 
the INK! Charity Pro Am and the 
Spooktacular Junior Clinic, visit www.
PXGWMPC.com. Follow Garcia’s US 
Women’s Open Journey at www.USGA.
org.

PXG Women’s Match cont. from pg. 1

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD HEADQUARTERS FOR…

Printing 
Banners-Posters-Signs
Business Cards-Direct Mail
Packing & Shipping
Shredding
Faxing & Scanning
Mailbox Services
Notary Services
Passport Photos

St Augustine-World Golf Village #6113

52 Tuscan Way, Suite 202

St Augustine FL 32092 Locally Owned and Operated

904.940.0055
Store6113@theupsstore.com 
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Preschool with a 
Higher Purpose

Deerwood Academy nurtures the whole child. 
Our excellent education is recognized by the 
National Accreditation Commission (NAC) 
and Florida’s Gold Seal Quality Care Program. 
And our students learn positive character 
values that will serve them their whole lives 
long — in school, as professionals, and when 
they have children of their own one day.

Lifelong success begins here. Discover the 
Deerwood difference for yourself.

Enroll today, and we’ll waive the registration
fee — a $150 savings — as our welcome gift 

to you!
* Valid until 10/31/2022. Cannot be combined with any 
other o� er. Present coupon to receive discount. CLFR2022

Register Free for a Limited Time!*

– DeerwoodAcademy.com –

Where Learning Comes First

ST. JOHNS

904.230.8200
990 Flora Branch Blvd. • St. Johns, FL 32259

Preschool: 6 Weeks – VPK 
Before/After School Programs: K –5

TOWN CENTER

904.807.9550 
7575 Centurion Pkwy. •  Jacksonville, FL 32256

Preschool: 6 Weeks – VPK

Florida Department of Children and Families License # C07SJ0083 and C04DU053

Now
 H

irin
g

Teac
her

s

Your Local Dance Experts

Adults-Teens-Kids
Beginner to Advanced 
Private and Group lessons

Call today to schedule your
FREE 

30 Minute 
Lesson!

Venue Rental

Visit our online Calendar and 
Class Schedule at 

www.AABDance.com

778 State Road 13, Suite 4
St Johns, FL 32259
904.679.5697

Ask About our
Wedding Packages

Private Parties, Weddings or Special Events
200 person capacity – 4,000 Sq ft

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

DISCOVER THE 
NATURAL CHOICE

Find the care that you need for your loved ones at 
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek, a Life Plan 
Community on the shore of Julington Creek, where our 
brand-new Memory Care neighborhood is opening soon! 
We offer dedicated caregivers, specialized programming, 
a customized dining program and 32 spacious private 
suites. Memory Care at Westminster Woods on Julington 
Creek is just another reason to choose our community, 
offering an active and worry-free lifestyle every day and 
the safety and security of a full continuum of care to 
meet life’s changing needs, from Independent Living to 
Assisted Living, Memory Care, Nursing Care and more.

Call us today at (904) 861-6425  
to learn more about our new  
Memory Care neighborhood!

New Memory Care Neighborhood 
Opening Soon!

Slammers advance to 10U Cal Ripken 
World Series
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The 10U Julington Creek Diamond King 
Elite baseball team, better known as the 
Slammers, ended their fairytale season by 
advancing all the way to the big game on 
Aug. 13, 2022. The 10U Cal Ripken World 
Series, held in Vincennes, Indiana this year, 
proved to be an elite tournament with 20 
teams from across the United States. 

This group of boys has been competing 
together less than a year (since Novem-
ber 2021) and have a record of 87 wins 
and only 17 losses, competing against 
teams in tournaments across Florida, 
Georgia and Tennessee. The team won 
the USSSA State Championship, Perfect 
Game North Florida Kick Off and Play 
Like Rex and Brody. They finished No. 
1 in USSSA Florida 10u Power rankings 
among all travel teams. 

Then the summer whirlwind started. In 
June, the Slammers won their district 
tournament against local rival, The Vil-
lages, 11 – 0. The next day they traveled 
to Tennessee for a week to compete in 
the Cal Ripken Experience Eight-State 
Tournament, where they went 7 – 1 only 
to lose to a Miami travel team in the 
championship game, 7 – 2. Next up was 
the Florida State Championship tourna-
ment in July, where they battled it out 
with all the District winners from North 
Florida and came out undefeated against 
Fort Caroline, 3 – 2. Next they were off 
to the Southeast Regional tournament, 
hosted by Jax Beach Baseball, where the 
Slammers were back in the champion-

ship game against another local rival 
and the hosting team, Jax Beach. Both 
teams fought until the very end, but The 
Slammers won the Cal Ripken Southeast 
Regional Tournament by a score of 4 – 2. 
Bear Bell, Brantlee Mullins, Brock Butri-
mas, Chase Ramsey, James Lesak, Johnny 
Degrado, Johnny Mizell, Mark Thomp-
son, Parker Karvonen, Pete Dempsey, 
Tyson Jordan and Will Campbell now 
earned a spot in the 10U Cal Ripken 
World Series in Vincennes, Indiana, 
which started in less than two weeks. In 
10 days the team set out to raise more 
than $15,000 to help pay for the trip 
with the help of Channel 4, Publix, All-
state, and Extreme Wings. 

The Vincennes community welcomed 20 
teams from across the country for 10 days 
of baseball. The Slammers squared off 
against teams from Kentucky, New Jersey, 
Alabama and Washington. They were 
able to advance to the single elimina-
tion championship bracket on the last 
day of qualifiers and then went on a hot 
streak and won their next three games in 
dominating fashion. Then the Slammers 
played their hearts out against Marlton, 
NJ in the big game — but in the end, the 
Slammers lost 4 – 3 and finished as 10u 
World Series Runner up. 

“Regardless of the final score, these boys 
bonded, worked together, overcame 
obstacles, lifted each other up and made 
memories that will be sure to last a 
lifetime — until the 11u World Series 
in Jensen Beach,” said Chris Thompson, 
team manager and coach.

Photo courtesy Stephanie Thompson

The Slammers at the 10U Cal Ripken World Series.
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Our students come from 
59 different countries.

That gives a whole new meaning 
to a world-class education. 

A GLOBAL 

CURRICULUM 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

PROGRAMS

INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENT ADVISORS

CHAHLAVI CENTER 

FOR GLOBAL 

LEARNING & 

ENGAGEMENT

LEARNING ABROAD 

PROGRAM

STUDENT-LED  

SERVICE CLUBS

MULTICULTURAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE LIST GOES ON

Bolles.org

Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School.
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Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

500 SR 13 N. 
Behind McDonald's, 
Next to Primrose
904-217-7326

2430 Blanding Blvd 
904-267-1900

2560 US Highway 1 S.
St Augustine, FL 32086
904- 203-1390

5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

3575 US Highway 17
904-458-4997

Come see us before your next road trip!Come see us before your next road trip!
$25 OFF
$50 OR MORE PURCHASE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes oil change.

$50 OFF
ANY SET OF TIRES
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$30 OFF
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$5 OFF
ANY OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$29.99
CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

“Servicing Every Customer Like 
They’re FAMOUS!”

Let Famous Automotive Professionals 
give you a 5-Star Service.

10/31/2022

I hope everyone had a great September. 
Good numbers of shrimp showed up 
in our area of the river and with a little 
work some freezer stocking was possible. 
Fingers crossed that they stick around a 
little while longer. The mullet run started 
in earnest earlier in the month and for a 
few days it seemed there was a constant 
stream of mullet from Fernandina to St. 
Augustine. If you were lucky enough to be 
in the right place at the right time, there 
was some great fishing to be had and quite 
a show if nothing else. Let’s hope they stay 
around too.

I got to talking about transitions in last 
month’s report. September is typically the 
beginning of our fall transitional fishing 
period, but by October it’s in full swing. 
Water temperatures begin to creep down, 
warm water fish head south, and our local 
temperate water species really start fatten-
ing up in one of the last bountiful months 
of the year. Take advantage of that. 

Hit the surf to target pompano, whiting, 
and just about anything else as the water 
temperatures get in the 70s. Keep in 
mind that if you’re specifically after pom-
pano, it will be worth your time to look 

for favorable conditions — good water 
clarity being the most important. Clams, 
sand fleas, and the freshest shrimp you 
can get are my baits of choice. Get live 
shrimp at the bait shop and throw them 
in your cooler. Keep them out of your ice 
though. 

Close to home, the river will continue to 
reward those using shrimp. Stripers will 
fire off with the cooler water and have a 
lot more energy to pull against. Fishing 
local shell beds can produce hefty croakers 
and yellowmouth trout. Drop a piece of 
crab in some of the same areas for redfish. 
Flounder will be on docks and drop offs. 
Target them with shrimp tipped jigs or 
finger mullet if you want to use live bait. 
Gulp can produce just as well sometimes. 
Work areas slowly and methodically. They 
are ambush predators, so present them 
with an opportunity. Remember flounder 
regulations recently changed, so familiar-
ize yourself with those if you’re wanting to 
keep one.

If I could pick just one month to fish in 
our area it would be a toss up between 
September and October, so take that for 
what it’s worth. Go get ‘em.

Call  Linda Gay 607-5062
to reserve your advertising space!

When you advertise you encourage repeat 
business, create traffic and attract new customers!

                                                                                              
Don’t miss the November issue

featuring Senior NewsLine!
Deadline 10/18/22
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www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672
Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.

Nina McIntosh, PA-C, Sarah Hagerbrant, DO, Jaime Kibler, DO, 
Donald J. Levine, MD, Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios, 
PA-C, are dedicated to your family’s health through every stage of life. 
They offer you and your family a medical home, where you can enjoy 
an ongoing relationship with your personal physician. Convenient. 
Caring. Connected. That’s changing health care for good.

Areas of expertise include:

• Sports/school physicals
• Immunizations
• Well child visits
• Preventive/GYN exams
• Disease management

• Minor skin lesion and  
mole removal

• Osteopathic treatment
• On-site lab

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

© Baptist Health 2022

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.

Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
30 Ardisia Lane • St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.2794
baptistprimarycare.net

WE’VE MOVED!

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Come in and bring a 
loved one to receive:

•

 

FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
   Try it at home, work and play!

Introducing Oticon MoreTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.  

  
 

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman  
Audiologist /Owner HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

You're invited to try   
Oticon More RISK FREE  

Your Community Resource for Be�er Hearing

Avid readers often become curious 
about their favorite authors and may 
enjoy a visit to the author's home or 
sites from a novel. Here are a few worth 
considering.

Ernest Hemingway Home and Museum 
in Key West
Legendary writer Ernest Hemingway 
lived an adventurous life in Florida and 
Cuba during 1931 – 1939. Visit his 
restored Spanish Colonial-style house 
in Key West, including his writing 
studio and swimming pool — the first 
in-ground pool in the Keys. Guided 
tours inform visitors about Heming-
way's writing and lifestyle, his six-toed 
cats, and the pet cemetery. Add a visit 
to Sloppy Joe's Bar in downtown Key 
West, a favorite of Hemingway and as 
colorful as the author.

Savannah: Flannery O'Connor's 
Childhood Home and Midnight in the 
Garden of Good and Evil
Flannery O' Connor grew up in her 
family home near St. John the Baptist 
Cathedral in historic Savannah. Each 
room of her former house has been 
restored to the Depression era, pre-
senting insights into the childhood of 
one of America's greatest short story 
writers. She later moved to Andalusia, 
a family farm near Eatonton, Georgia, 
when diagnosed with Lupus. You can 
tour this farmhouse, where she lived 
until she died in 1964. 

In Savannah, fans of John Berendt's 
bestseller "Midnight in the Garden of 
Good and Evil" relish seeing the sites 
from the non-fiction story of a mysteri-
ous murder and trial. The sultry city 
becomes as much a character in his 
tale as the other memorable personali-
ties. Don't miss touring the Mercer 
Williams House, filled with notable 
antiques, and walking among the Span-
ish moss-laden live oaks and funeral 
statuary in Bonaventure Cemetery.

Carl Sandburg's Home: Connemara 
Farms in Flat Rock, NC
Carl Sandburg, known as the “Poet of 
the People," lived from 1878 – 1967. 
Sandberg authored a variety of books, 
including a biography of Lincoln, 

children's books, and poetry. He won 
three Pulitzer Prizes. His country house 
sits on 270 acres in western North 
Carolina, now a National Historic Site. 
You must hike to the hilltop house, but 
it's a fascinating place that feels like he 
and his wife lived there yesterday. His 
office overflows with paperwork, books, 
artwork, and personal artifacts. The up-
stairs bedrooms and displayed clothing 
take you back to the 1950s. Sandburg's 
wife raised prize-winning goats, and 
visitors, especially children, adore see-
ing the descendants of her dairy goat 
herd near the barn. 

William Faulkner’s Home: Rowan Oak in 
Mississippi
William Faulkner, a proliferate author, 
and Nobel Prize winner, hailed from 
Oxford, Mississippi. His beloved home, 
Rowan Oak, offers visitors a peek into 
his private life. The large columned 
Greek Revival house rests at the end of 
a tree-lined path. One wall in his office 
includes a penciled outline of a novel, 
like a storyboard, and his typewriter. 
You can follow Oxford's Faulkner Trail 
to visit other sites in the city dubbed 
"the Cultural Mecca of the South." 

Zora Neale Hurston’s Home in Florida
Fort Pierce, Florida, near Port St. 
Lucie on the eastern coast, showcases 
the two-bedroom house of Zora Neale 
Hurston, playwright, and anthropolo-
gist best known for her novel "Their 
Eyes Were Watching God." Follow 
the Dust Tracks Heritage Trail to learn 
more about this African American 
storyteller and her achievements. 

Other literary landmarks in the South 
include the Marjorie K. Rawlings 
homestead nestled amongst citrus 
groves in Cross Creek State Park, 
Florida. The Thomas Wolfe Home and 
Visitor Center is in Asheville, NC, and 
Margaret Mitchell's house, author of 
"Gone with the Wind," is in Atlanta. 
My list could go on, but I'd love to 
hear of readers' visits to literary attrac-
tions.

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
Key West: Hemingway Office.

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Visits to Literary 
LandmarksTravelTravel
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Raise your hand if you’ve 
ever had shoulder pain.   
5 symptoms you shouldn’t ignore 

If you have shoulder pain, even raising your hand can hurt.  
How do you know when it’s time to see a doctor? 

Call us today for an appointment!

904.JOI.2000 (564.2000)

© Baptist Health 2020

If you’re experiencing any of these symptoms, you could be making  
your shoulder worse by waiting: 

1. Clicking or popping in the shoulder joint

2. Persistent pain that intensifies with use

3. Pain that keeps you from sleeping or awakens you

4. Stiffness and inability to lift your arm over your head

5. Numbness, tingling or burning sensation 

Jacksonville Orthopaedic Institute physicians are shoulder pain specialists, offering 
pain management, physical therapy, non-invasive and minimally invasive procedures.

If more advanced treatment is needed, we offer innovative new options that could 
speed your recovery and help you get back to doing the things you love. 

Why live with shoulder pain? 
Orthopedic surgeons are conveniently  
located here at Baptist South,  
14550 Old St. Augustine Road,  
Jacksonville, FL 32258.

H A R B O R C H A S E  O F  M A N DA R I N 
9 0 4 . 5 8 4 .981 7

Experience  
a Taste of  

HarborChase

S P E C I A LT Y  C O F F E E S
. . . . . . .

G R A B -A N D - G O  
A R T I S A N  S A N D W I C H E S  +  S A L A D S 

. . . . . . .

S W E E T S  A N D  S N A C K S  

O P E N  DA I LY  F R O M  9 A M  TO  3 P M

Does your business cater to seniors and their caregivers? Make sure 
you are included in this special section, which contains helpful 

information just for this special segment of our community.

This popular annual section sells out quickly, so make your space 
reservation today!

Contact Linda Gay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com

Coming in our November issue: 


