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It’s the holiday season!It’s the holiday season!
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Mandarin residents will once again be 
able to enjoy the annual Julington Creek 
Boat Parade of Lights (formerly Christ-
mas on the Creek) to begin the holiday 
season’s annual festivities. This year’s 
event is scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 3 
beginning at 7 p.m.

“The community is invited to come out 
and enjoy the display,” said Commodore 
Bill Flynn of the Julington Creek Prop 
Club, which is the sponsor of the boat 
parade.

Established in 1988, this annual boat 
parade will feature an estimated 40 boats 
of all shapes, sizes, and themes. Boats 
decked out in all their holiday finery 
navigate the parade route, which begins 
at the Julington Creek Marina, goes 
underneath the Julington Creek Bridge, 
motors around Bulls Bay, then returns 
under the bridge and continues down 
Durbin Creek. Spectators can view the 
festivities from the Julington Creek 
Bridge walkways.

Houses and docks along the creek are 
eligible for prizes for the best decora-
tions and cash prizes are given to the 
top three decorated boats as determined 
by the judge boat. The judge boat posts 

itself almost out in the St. Johns River 
to view the parade of boats as they go 
by, and then falls in line behind the final 
boat to view the houses and docks along 
the way into Durbin Creek. Homeown-
ers with docks located on the parade 
route also join in the fun. Decorated 
docks can vie for a variety of prizes. 

According to Flynn, there is a great deal 
of planning and organizational prep 
work done before the boat parade. In 
October each year, the Prop Club starts 
contacting boaters, area merchants and 
residents gathering donations for the 
event. Some of the boats participating 
in the parade are Prop Club members 

and others come from all over the area. 
Boats range in size from 17 to 40 feet in 
length. 

The Julington Creek Prop Club is a so-
cial organization of boaters that meets 
on the second Saturday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Julington Creek 
Marina dock. All interested boaters 
are invited to join for boating infor-
mation and fun at the creek. Annual 
dues provide some of the funds for the 
Julington Creek Boat Parade of Lights, 
but Flynn said the Prop Club depends 
on and appreciates many local business’ 
and waterfront owners’ contributions 
as well.

Photo courtesy Julington Creek Prop Club

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

This year marks the 21st year that the 
Mandarin Museum & Historical Society 
has hosted Winter Celebration in Walter 
Jones Historical Park — after a two year 
absence due to COVID restrictions. 
This annual free event has become a 
family tradition for many and is well 
known for opportunities to learn about 
some exciting local history, enjoy good 
music, connect with local non-profit or-
ganizations, authors and artists, and just 
have some plain old-fashioned fun.   

This event occurs the day after the 
Mandarin Community Club’s annual 
evening tree lighting event on Dec. 2 at 

the club, 12447 Mandarin Road. Man-
darin Museum & Historical Society will 
have the historic Mandarin Store and 
Post Office open that evening during 
the event from 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. These 
events, back-to-back, make a wonderful 
kick-off to December.

All historic buildings in the park will 
be open for the Winter Celebration, 
including the 1875 Webb/Jones Farm-
house (will be decorated by the Man-
darin Garden Club), 1898 St. Joseph's 
Mission Schoolhouse for African-Amer-
ican Children, 1876 barn and the 1892 
Losco Winery. The Mandarin Museum 
will not yet be reopened by December 
due to interior renovation.  

Events will take place throughout Walter 
Jones Historical Park: 

• Book signings with Mandarin book 
authors. 
• Historical reenactors. 
• Representatives of Jacksonville Gullah 
Geechee Nation CDC will be sharing 
the area's rich African American heri-
tage. 
• Santa and Mrs. Claus in the farm-
house. 
• Acoustic music in the park. 
• A trackless train running through the 
park similar to the old Mandarin “Little 
Train” (small donation requested). 

Mandarin’s Winter Celebration returns

Community 
Tree Lighting is 
almost here!
By Susie Scott
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Mandarin Community Club is 
excited to be hosting another Com-
munity Tree Lighting event on the 
first Friday in December (this year, 
Dec. 2) to kick off a weekend of 
holiday events in Mandarin. Thou-
sands of twinkling lights will blaze 
to life on our soaring live Fraser fir 
tree. Attendees may enjoy the sound 
of holiday music with live musical 
performances and grab dinner for 
the family, as barbecue dinners will 
be available for purchase from the 
Mandarin Masonic Lodge. Lumi-
naria kits will be for sale as well as 
new Mandarin holiday merchandise. 
Santa will be on site for the kids to 
visit and drop their letters to Santa in 
the special mailbox.

The return of the Mandarin Mu-
seum & Historical Society’s Winter 
Celebration follows on the next day 

Photo courtesy Mandarin Community Club
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1/23/2023: "Explore Rail Journeys with Rocky Mountaineer and Alaska with 
Princess Cruises" at 6:30pm at the Mandarin Garden Club. Join us for an 
informa e and entertaining presenta e review ex a Cruise and 
Cruise tour ary as well as amazing Rail trips through the Canadian 
Rockies and Western US. Space is limited and fills quickly. Please call to RSVP by 
1/20/23 .
2/6/2023: "Discover Ireland, Scotland, Britain and Iceland featuring guided and 
independent land vaca with CIE Tours at 7pm at the Mandarin Garden Club. 
We hope you can join us and learn about the variety of travel with CIE Tours! 
Please RSVP by 2/3/2023 space is limited.
2/20/2023: "River Cruising with AmaWaterways" at 7pm at the Mandarin Garden 
Club. Our AmaWaterways rep will share with you the many great aries and 
benefits of sailing with Ama in Europe, Egypt, Africa and Vietnam/Cambodia. RSVP 
by 2/17/22 space is limited 

Upcoming Cruise Center World Travel 2023 Events
If you live in Northeast Florida, please consider joining us for one of these 
inf travel present Special booking incen will be given to those 
that end!

RSVP 904-260-3401 x 250

Come see us in our new loca d, Unit 2 Jax, FL 32223
www.cruisecenterjax.com

travelinfo@cruisecenterjax.com

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name 
Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products 
and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.1008115-00003-00

10131 San Jose Blvd., Unit 24 | Jacksonville, FL 32257

MillenniumPhysician.com

Welcome 
Hui Tang, MD

Schedule Today!
904.337.2055

• Same-Day Appointments
• Annual Wellness Visits
• Lab Services

• Fluent in Chinese

Dr. Hui Tang  Family Medicine

Batter Royale decorating challenge 
headlines holiday events at your library
By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

The holiday season is upon us, and 
with it, lots of festive treats. Do you 
have a secret family recipe or favorite 
dish you bring to parties? It’s not too 
late to start. The Library has tons of 
cookbooks—some devoted entirely to 
desserts! 

Speaking of those delicious cakes and 
cookies, the library is hosting its first-
ever Batter Royale, a dessert decorat-
ing challenge run by teens for teens. 
Throughout December, they’ll learn 
and practice decorating techniques 
and battle against other teens for the 
chance to have their edible art featured 
on the library’s Instagram. To compete, 
teens need to join Teen Advisory Board 
at South Mandarin Library. The group 
meets every other Friday at 4:45 p.m. 
(Dec. 2, 16, 30). Or join us at Man-
darin Library Thursday, Dec. 29, at 12 
p.m. 

The whole family can get in on the fun 
at Mandarin Library with a Drop-In 
Holiday Craft on Saturday, Dec. 17, 
from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. or Gingerbread 
House Decorating on Monday, Dec. 
19, at 2 p.m.

Junior Scientists (ages five through 
eight) meet on Wednesdays at 3:30 
p.m. at the Mandarin Library to 
explore Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Math with crafts and 
hands-on activities. Junior Scientists: 
Forensics (for ages nine through 12) 

continues Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. 
(Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29). 

If your kids are more artistically 
inclined, join us Tuesdays at 4 p.m. 
at South Mandarin Library for Junior 
Artists (ages five through eight). For 
artists ages nine through 12, the Junior 
Artists: Art Exploration Lab series 
continues Wednesdays at 4 p.m. 

If you can’t make one of the scheduled 
drop-in activities, you can always grab 
one of our “Take and Make” crafts 
to make at home. Get the Pom-Pom 
Wreath (Dec. 1 – 15) or Florida 
Snowman craft (Dec. 16 – 31) while 
supplies last.

For your Little Readers, there’s story-
time (for infants through age five) Fri-
days at the Mandarin Library at 10:15 
a.m. and an encore performance at 11 
a.m. Or join us outside in the park 
at the South Mandarin Library every 
Thursday at 10 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. for 
a Little Readers Pop-Up Storytime.

Young readers may drop in at the 
Mandarin Library and read with Trey 
the dog on Saturday, Dec. 3 at 1:30 
p.m. or read with Tenor Saturday, Dec. 
31 at 2:30 p.m.

Adults looking for a good read should 
join the Top Shelf Book Club, meet-
ing Saturday, Dec. 10 at 10:30 a.m. at 
South Mandarin Library.

Visit www.jaxpubliclibrary.org/events 
to see the whole schedule. 
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FFBBFF Meet  Farckle!! 

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the porch of Sugar Bear Antique Mall.

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Breed: 
Boxer/Rhodesian ridgeback

Favorite Activity: 
Chasing squirrels

Favorite Food: 
Steak and potatoes

Favorite Friend: 
James

How did your BFF get their name: 
From a dice game we played growing up: 

Farckle.

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.
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Do you 
love your 

community 
newspaper?

Are you a 
motivated 
self-starter 
with great 

people skills?

Join our 
Florida NewsLine 

team as a 
marketing rep!

Email publisher@floridanewsline.com for more information.Email publisher@floridanewsline.com for more information.

Live Nativity

 

Enjoy music, hot chocolate and crafts for children
Saturday Dec 17th & Sunday Dec 18th 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Open to the public, Canned goods donations appreciated

Christmas Eve Services 
Worship at 5, 7, 9 & 11 pm W

Christmas Day Services
orship at 8:30 & 10:30 am

Weekly Services
Saturdays 5:30 pm  |  Sundays 8:30 & 10:30 am

7860 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville FL 
904.641.8385    www.SOTWJAX.com

Shepherd of the Woods 

Lutheran Church & School
�������
�������������
�����
����
�

Coupon not valid for 
Seed/Bird Food, Optics, Daily 

Savings Club Membership, 
Campania Baths or Sale Items.

Cannot be combined with 
other coupons or discounts

Expiration 12/31/22

Merry
&Bright 

Merry
&Bright 

A. holiday  B. Santa  C. celebrate  D. jolly

Happy Holidays!
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 1:30 
p.m. at Mandarin Park. The courts are at the park 
entrance next to the tennis courts. Try to get 
there a few minutes early for court assignments. 
Beginners are welcome. Just show up (a few 
minutes before playing time), unless it rains.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every 
Saturday, except on holiday weekends, at 7:30 
a.m. at Mandarin Lutheran Church, 11900 San Jose 
Boulevard. Guests are welcome. The meetings 
can also be attended online at https://toastofjax.
toastmastersclubs.org/.  

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
in the Kids’ Building of Trinity Mandarin, located 
at 2955 Orange Picker Road. This jam is open to 
everyone and all levels of ability are welcome. 
Come to play with the group or just sit back and 
enjoy the music. For more information, contact 
Burt Coulliette at (904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy 
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items 
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday from 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at Panera Bread in the RiverPlace 
shopping center, 11111 San Jose Blvd. Visit the 
group’s Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or email 
playinghookie31@gmail.com for more informa-
tion.

2nd: Community Tree Lighting will 
be held at the Mandarin Community 

Club, 12447 Mandarin Road, on Friday, Dec. 2 at 
6:30 p.m. Gates open at 5 p.m. Attendees may en-
joy the sound of holiday music with live musical 
performances and grab dinner for the family, as 
barbecue dinners will be available for purchase 
from the Mandarin Masonic Lodge. The 1911 Man-
darin Store and Post Office will also be open.

3rd: Winter Celebration, hosted by 
the Mandarin Museum & Historical 

Society, will be held on Dec. 3 from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

in Walter Jones Historical Park, 11964 Mandarin 
Road. This annual free event offers opportunities 
to learn about some exciting local history, enjoy 
good music, connect with local non-profit organi-
zations, authors and artists, and just have some 
plain old-fashioned fun. Visit www.mandarinmu-
seum.net for more information.

4th: The Under the Oaks com-
munity music jam, hosted by the 

Mandarin Museum & Historical Society and North 
Florida Folk Network will be held underneath the 
beautiful trees in front of Mandarin Museum on 
Sunday, Dec. 4 from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. If you play an 
acoustic instrument, feel free to join the song 
circle. If not, just bring a chair and relax and 
listen. The schoolhouse, farmhouse and gift shop 
will be open during this time.

5th: Square Dancing is offered 
every Monday night at 6:30 p.m. at 

the Mandarin Senior Center, 3848 Hartley Road. 
The first two sessions are free and then the cost 
is $5 per person. Call (904) 255-6750 for more 
information.

6th: Honeybee Quilters Guild will 
meet on Tuesday, Dec. 6 at 6:30 p.m. 

at Mandarin Presbyterian Church at the Mandarin 
Road Campus in the Woody Room at 11844 
Mandarin Road for a holiday meal. The cost of the 
catered meal is $15. Wearing masks is optional. 
New members/guests welcome. Visit honeybe-
equilters.org for more information.

9th: “A Hope-Filled Christmas — 
The Shepard,” a 30-minute video that 

allows viewers to experience the Christmas story 
as seen through the eyes of those who were 
present for the first Christmas, will be presented 
on Dec. 9 at 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. at Mandarin Senior 
Center, 3848 Hartley Road. The feature length 
film about the first Christmas, “The Messengers,” 
will be presented on Dec. 19, 9 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 
at Mandarin Senior Center. These events are 

hosted by Hope Lutheran Church, Jax. Visit  www.
Christmas.HopeJAX.org for more information and 
to see additional venues.

10th: Southside Multiple Sclero-
sis group meets on the second 

Saturday of each month (this month on Dec. 
10) at 2 p.m. at the JCA, 8505 San Jose Blvd. 
Every other month there is a speaker and on 
alternate months there are group discussions 
on the current situation with our MS. Call group 
leader Susan Armstron, (904) 396-1082 for more 
information.

10th: Second Saturday Arts and 
Farmers Market at First Christian 

Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. on Dec. 10 from 9 
a.m. – 2 p.m. Visit www.facebook.com/Second-
SatMarket/ for more information.

10th: The Southern Genealogist's 
Exchange Society will meet Satur-

day, Dec. 10 at 10 a.m. at the Mandarin Library 
located at 3330 Kori Road. This meeting is free 
and open to the public. Visit www.sgesjax.org or 
call (904) 778-1000 for more information.

15th: The Jacksonville Camera 
Club will meet on Dec. 15 from 7 

p.m. – 9 p.m. at Shepherd of the Woods South-
side, 7860 Southside Blvd. There is a social "hour" 
of 30 to 45 minutes before the meeting. Visit jax.
jaxcameraclub.com for more information.

15th: Mandarin Women’s Club 
will hold its annual members-only 

holiday luncheon at the Ramada Inn, 3130 Hartley 
Road in Mandarin on Dec. 15. Doors open at 10:30 
a.m. and reservations are required. The luncheon 
will feature festive holiday items donated by club 
members and available to win with the purchase 
of tickets. The cost of the luncheon is $25 and 
must be received by Dec. 8; to make reserva-
tions and obtain payment instructions, contact 
Susie at spm104@aol.com or (904) 885-8952. 

Visit www.mandarinwomensclub.com for more 
information.

16th: The Italian American Club of 
Jacksonville will hold its popular 

Spaghetti to Go on Friday, Dec. 16 from 5 p.m. – 7 
p.m. at the club building, 2838 Westberry Road. 
Visit www.iacofjacksonville.com or call (904) 
586-2700 for more information.

17th: Holiday Market at First Chris-
tian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. 

on Dec. 17 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. The market will be 
indoors and outdoors and will feature a variety of 
vendors, fun activities for the family and Santa. 
Visit www.facebook.com/SecondSatMarket/ for 
more information.

17th: The historic buildings of the 
Mandarin Museum, including the 

1875 Webb/Jones farmhouse, 1876 Barn, 1898 St. 
Joseph's Mission Schoolhouse for African-Amer-
ican Children, and Losco Winery log cabin will 
be open from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on Dec. 17 in Walter 
Jones Historical Park, 11964 Mandarin Road. The 
1911 Mandarin Store and Post Office will also 
be open on Dec. 17 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m at 12471 
Mandarin Road, just a mile west of the Walter 
Jones Historical Park. This building is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Visit www.
mandarinmuseum.net or call (904) 268-0784 for 
more information.

19th: The All Star Quilters Guild 
will meet at 9:30 a.m. for socializing 

prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday, Dec. 19 
at the First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. 
The program will be “Winter Wonderland” with a 
variety of holiday themed activities and exhibits.  
Sew and Tell is always a feature. Guests are 
welcome. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for more 
information.

What’s Happening in MandarinWhat’s Happening in MandarinDecemberDecember Community Calendar

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Come in and bring a 
loved one to receive:

•

 

FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
   Try it at home, work and play!

Introducing Oticon MoreTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.  

  
 

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman  
Audiologist /Owner HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

You're invited to try   
Oticon More RISK FREE  

Your Community Resource for Be�er Hearing

Dr. Jimmy Glenos Dr. Craig Hadgis
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Experience  
a Taste of  

HarborChase

HARBORCHASE OF MANDARIN 
(904)  584-9817

F I V E - C O U R S E ,  

P R I X  F I XE  

F I N E  D I N I N G

One Special Seating  
Every Friday and Saturday Night

~Reservations Required~

Q: Can you share some insight on 
the accessory dwelling unit bill that 
was passed by the City Council last 
month?

A: The City Council approved condi-
tions permitting the construction of 
an accessory dwelling unit on existing 
residences. I co-introduced the accessory 
dwelling bill as a member of last year’s 
Land Use and Zoning Committee for 
two reasons: 1) It removes some of the 
barriers in place so that homeowners 
have the ability to make the decision 
themselves; and 2) it is now “another 
tool in the toolbox” in addressing the 
attainable housing crisis that’s before 
us. The limitations of the bill include, 
but are not limited to: 1) the building 
footprint is limited to the lesser of 25 
percent of the existing structure or 750 
square feet; 2) it must be located behind 
and have similar characteristics of the 
primary structure and conform as a 
single-family dwelling; 3) the owner of 
the property must reside in the principal 
structure.

If the property is in a deeded commu-
nity where the homeowners association 
prohibits such things, then that would 
supersede city’s ordinance. There are 
actually a number of neighborhoods 
where such units can be found and 
should the construction of such a unit 
happen next door to you it precludes the 
prospect of that home from ever becom-
ing an investor rental property because 
of the residency requirement tied to the 
ordinance.

Q: Do you have an update on the 
Town Hall you hosted in November?

A: This Town Hall meeting on Nov. 2 
was well attended and I’d like to thank 
the community members who attended. 
The round robin, small group discus-
sion continues to be a popular format 
as it gave community members the 

opportunity to have a discussion with 
the representatives of the various city 
departments.

Q: Do you have another Town Hall 
scheduled?

A: Yes, we will have one in January and 
I’ll be able to announce the date in next 
month’s column.

I’ve had a number of exchanges, via 
phone call, email, and social media, with 
individual constituents about a number 
of potential new projects on the horizon 
in District 6. This has prompted me to 
bring back the workshop format that we 
had prior to COVID, where the focus 
will be on the rezoning application pro-
cess and the opportunity for neighbors 
to understand where they have a voice 
in the process and how to be the most 
impactful. I think this will again be very 
informative and timely.

Q: Do you have a comment on the 
recent anti-semetic events in Jackson-
ville?

A: It concerns me very much as it does 
everyone. I join our neighbors and 
friends in denouncing these kinds of 
hate-filled actions. I provided a detailed 
statement in my Nov. 12 email update 
that my office sends out, which includes 
the following: 

“The detestable and deeply hurtful 
antisemitic displays in our city of late 
is beyond offensive or comprehension. 
As your Councilman and neighbor, 
I am appalled. I stand with all of my 
Jewish friends, those in Mandarin and 
throughout Jacksonville, in expressing 
my outrage and extreme disgust.”

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Community members can email me 
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
5206.

with Jacksonville City Council Member  
Michael Boylan, District 6Q A&

Do you 
love your 

community 
newspaper?

Are you a 
motivated 
self-starter 
with great 

people skills?

Join our 
Florida NewsLine 

team as a 
marketing rep!

Email publisher@floridanewsline.com for more information.Email publisher@floridanewsline.com for more information.
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They Will See the World While They’re Here.

It’s an Education for a Lifetime.

Bolles.org
Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School.

BOARDING AND 

STUDYING WITH 

STUDENTS OF  

ALL FAITHS,  

CULTURES AND 

BACKGROUNDS 

FROM AROUND  

THE COUNTRY  

AND THE WORLD.

Q: Can you give an update on the Satur-
day School Showcase?

A: The date of this year’s school choice expo, 
called “Saturday School Showcase” has been 
moved to Jan. 7, 2023 in order to avoid a 
conflict with ACT testing that will be held 
on the original date I announced in the col-
umn last month. This will give parents even 
more time to research and prepare for their 
school visits. As a refresher, this year parents 
and students have an opportunity to visit 
their school(s) of choice in person, meet the 
principal, and tour the school instead of the 
virtual events held the past few years. Every 
school will be open on Jan. 7, 2023 and I 
encourage parents to keep their neighbor-
hood schools in mind when considering 
school choice.

Q: What are some of the Career and Tech-
nical Education (CTE) choices available 
at District 7 high schools?

A: In addition to accelerated learning 
programs Cambridge AICE (at Mandarin 
High School) and AP (at Atlantic Coast 
High School), these schools offer a range 
of CTE programs. At Atlantic Coast, they 
are: Digital Video Technology, Engineering, 
Information Technology, Medical Academy 
and a Teaching Academy. Both the Medi-
cal Academy (which focuses on nursing) 
and the Teaching Academy are offered in 
conjunction with the University of North 
Florida. 

At Mandarin High School, the academies 
are Center for Medical Studies, Culinary 
Arts and VyStar Academy of Business and 
Entrepreneurship. I believe that the Medical 
Academy at Mandarin High School is one 

of the best CTE secrets in Duval County 
Public Schools. It offers a great opportunity 
for students to experience the medical field 
before going to college and some students 
can go directly into the workplace upon 
graduation. 

Q: What can you tell us about the Medical 
Academy’s new anatomage table?

A: This is very exciting. It’s the only one we 
have in the district and it was purchased 
through a grant. It is the most technologi-
cally advanced 3D anatomy visualization 
system for anatomy and physiology educa-
tion and is being adopted by many of the 
world’s leading medical schools and institu-
tions. It should arrive in the spring and it 
is exciting particularly as we look forward 
to the new wing to be added to Mandarin 
High School as part of the half-cent sales tax 
that will expand the medical arts and film 
programs at the school.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 7?

A: I’d like to congratulate the Mandarin 
Mustang football team, which won its dis-
trict championship. They moved on to the 
Florida High School Athletic Association 
Region 1-4M high school football quarter-
final (delayed a few days by Tropical Storm 
Nicole) and barely lost to Sanford Seminole, 
30 – 28.

Finally, I’d like to wish everyone a very hap-
py Holiday Season and Happy New Year!

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at HersheyL@du-
valschools.org or call me at (904) 390-2375.

with Duval County School Board Member Lori 
Hershey, District 7Q A& Mandarin’s Toast of Jax Toastmasters 

now enjoy hybrid meetings
By Millie Tannen
mail@floridanewsline.com

For 41 years, Mandarin’s Toast of 
Jax Toastmasters Club has been 
changing lives by helping its mem-
bers improve their public speaking 
and leadership skills. During the 
pandemic, the club itself needed to 
change by holding its meetings on 
Zoom. Now, Toast of Jax can give 
its members the opportunity to 
become better speakers both online 
and in person.

Chartered in 1981 as Beauclerc-
Mandarin Toastmasters, Toast of Jax 
is affiliated with Toastmasters Inter-
national, which teaches its mem-
bers how to become more effective 
speakers and leaders at work, in 
the community, and even at home! 
Toast of Jax has consistently been 
rated a “President’s Distinguished 
Club,” Toastmasters International’s 
highest level.

Francine Juhlin belongs to five 
Toastmasters clubs and said, “I am a 
Toastmaster because I’ll never stop 
learning and growing. The mem-
bers of Toastmasters always inspire, 
motivate, and teach me important 

lessons that I didn’t even know I 
needed to learn.” 

Toast of Jax meetings last about an 
hour and a half and include several 
“Table Topics,” one to two-minute 
impromptu speeches; two or three 
prepared speeches, usually five to 
seven-minutes long; an evaluation 
section to develop listening and 
analysis skills; and often an educa-
tional speech on leadership or the 
Toastmasters program.

President John Burton always ends 
meetings with the reminder: “We 
are Toast of Jax Toastmasters! Now 
go out and make the world a better 
place — and have fun doing it!”

The club meets weekly on Saturdays 
at 7:30 a.m. If you’d like to change 
your own life by developing better 
speaking and leadership skills, visit 
Toast of Jax virtually at https://
toastofjax.toastmastersclubs.org/ or 
attend a meeting as a guest at our 
new location in Mandarin Lutheran 
Church, 11900 San Jose Boulevard. 

Millie Tannen, DDS is past presi-
dent, Toast of Jax.

Photo courtesy Millie Tannen

Toast of Jax hybrid meeting on Nov 5, 2022.
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25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

WHAT MAKES OUR 
RESIDENTS HAPPY?

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating 
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at 
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life Plan 
Community o� ers a stunning natural setting, spacious 
garden apartments and villa homes, and an active 
lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy the assurance 
of a full continuum of healthcare services, should your 
needs change. 

Call (904) 861-6425 today to 
discover all there is to be happy about!

“If I were still in my house I would not be 
doing half of what I’m doing here. And 

I’ve never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

An outreach Ministry 
of First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) since 1983 Classes are available for ages 1 to 4
Including two classes at the VPK level

Please call to schedule a tour of our preschool
11924 San Jose Boulevard

Jacksonville, FL 32223

(904) 880-8458
Hours 9:00am –2:30 pm 

Monday – Friday

A family-friendly environment 
with loving and caring teachers 

dedicated to serving 
the needs of all children

Choose your Nutcracker
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

“The Nutcracker” is believed by many to 
be a time-honored holiday tradition. In 
Northeast Florida, the tradition contin-
ues with five productions of the ballet 
this December.

Since each performance is unique, fol-
lowing is a guide highlighting the dates, 
times and locations of each to help you 
choose “your” Nutcracker.

Community Nutcracker
Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 10 at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  
Florida Theatre 
www.jaxnutcracker.org

Artistic Directors Dulce Anaya, Debra 
Rankin and Mark Spivak continue this 
holiday tradition which began in 1992. 
Community Nutcracker is the only 
nonprofit, volunteer-run organization 
that offers a portion of its proceeds 
to local charitable agencies with each 
performance — and has donated more 
than $750,000 in the past 31 years. 
The performing company is made up of 
local talent with more than 200 dancers 
ranging in age from nine to adult from 
Northeast Florida auditioning and per-
forming in the production. In an effort 
to promote the arts in schools, Com-
munity Nutcracker also offers matinee 
performances for school groups as well 
as a Community Service Night (invita-
tion only).

Christ Church Nutcracker Ballet
Dec. 10 at 6 p.m. 
Lazzara Theater, UNF Fine Arts Depart-
ment 
www.missfeliciasdance.com

This year marks the 27th performance 
of the Christ Church Nutcracker Bal-
let, directed by Felicia Rhoden of the 
Christ Church Dance Ministry as well 
as owner of Miss Felicia’s Dance. Nearly 
300 performers, aged two to 90 years 
old, will take the stage. 

Jacksonville Symphony’s First Coast 
Nutcracker 
Dec. 16 at 8 p.m. 
Dec. 17 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Dec. 18 at 2 p.m. 
Jacksonville Center for the Performing 
Arts 
www.jaxsymphony.org/first-coast-nut-
cracker/

Jacksonville Symphony’s First Coast 
Nutcracker has been a tradition in 
North Florida — and this year cel-
ebrates its 50th anniversary. Under the 
direction of choreographer and artistic 
director Rhonda Stampalia, the First 
Coast Nutcracker showcases interna-
tionally renowned principal dancers, the 
area’s finest young dancers, and Tchai-
kovsky’s best-loved melodies performed 
by the Jacksonville Symphony. Educa-
tional performances are offered on Dec. 
16 – 17 in an effort to introduce school 
children to the symphony, the ballet and 
how to be a good audience member.

The Nutcracker 2022 by the Florida Ballet
Dec. 16 at 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 17 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 18 at 2 p.m.  
Lazzara Theater, UNF Fine Arts Center 
floridaballet.org

The Florida Ballet’s Nutcracker features 
swirling snowflakes, waltzing flowers, 
and dancing bonbons. From the cap-
tivating dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy 
to the iconic snow scene, this enchant-
ing classical ballet is set to the beloved 
music of Tchaikovsky and features more 
than 100 local dancers.

St. Augustine Ballet Nutcracker
Dec. 17 at 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Dec. 18 at 2 p.m. 
Lewis Auditorium at Flagler College 
www.saintaugustineballet.com

This year’s production of “The Nut-
cracker” marks the 14th annual perfor-
mance by the St. Augustine Ballet and 
features sparkling snowflakes, dancing 
dolls and mischievous mice. The St. 
Augustine Ballet, under the artistic 
direction of Luis Abella, is a non-profit 
organization with a mission to involve 
community members of all ages in 
meaningful dance experiences.

Nutcracker! Magical Christmas Ballet
Dec. 21 at 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Florida Theatre 
www.nutcracker.com/your-city/get-
tickets/jacksonville

It is a year of rebirth after a two-year 
touring hiatus for Nutcracker! Magi-
cal Christmas Ballet, a national touring 
production that features an internation-
al cast and prop designers. The produc-
tion features larger-than-life puppets, 
breath-taking acrobatics and dazzling 
costumes. The globe-spanning team 
includes puppeteers from the Czech 
Republic and South Africa, Chuvash, 
and St. Petersburg all the way home to 
New York. Dancing alongside the full 
international professional cast, featuring 
stars of Ukraine ballet, are local Jackson-
ville children from Alius Dance School.

All of these performances are designed 
to enchant, enthrall, and bring families 
and community members together for 
the holiday season. Which one is right 
for you?Graphic courtesy MetroCreative
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By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Claudia Scott

Get to Know ...
Interested in being featured? Email Martie  
Thompson at editor@floridanewsline.com

Dr. Andrew Folwer, DMD

Claudia Scott describes herself as 
a “squiggle” … she has a thirst 
for knowledge and enjoys 
variety and change. Born in 
Massachusetts and holding a 
master’s degree in adult and 
vocational education from 
the University of Connecti-
cut, she has held a number 
of jobs in her life. Notable 
positions included manag-
ing a photo studio in Dallas, 
teaching child development 
and nutrition classes to high 
school students in Massachu-
setts, and working with adults in 
transition at (then) Florida Com-
munity College at Jacksonville. She 
also served as the airport supervisor 
for Celebrity Cruises in Jacksonville 
and spent 17 years working seasonally 
for Christmas Around the World, a 
direct sales company that allowed her 
to pursue what she calls her true pas-
sion: travel. Now retired, she lives in 
Mandarin with her husband Barry and 
enjoys the different seasons in north-
east Florida — as well as continuing to 
learn something new every day.  

Q: How did you meet your husband, 
Barry?

A: We both worked at a photo studio 
company in Dallas; he was in the 
traveling division and was in the town 
where I worked for a week. From our 
first coffee date, we “knew.” We were 
married five weeks later! I then worked 

for him so we could travel together.

Q: How did you end up living in 
Mandarin?

A: When we moved back to Massa-
chusetts, Barry worked for the Bank of 
Boston. His position was eliminated 
and one day when we were shoveling 
snow, he got a job offer from Bar-
nett Bank in Jacksonville. Moving to 
Florida had been a long term goal of 
ours because it is warm! So we jumped 
on the opportunity. We became Flo-
ridians the first day we moved here… 
we got our driver’s licenses that very 
first day. 

Q: Where are some of the places 
you’ve traveled?

A: Well, I went to Europe nearly every 
year, pre-COVID. Florence, Italy is 

one of my favorites, since another of 
my passions is Renaissance art. I also 

love Paris. I’m a member of the “50 
Club” since I have been to all 50 

states. Fargo, North Dakota 
was my final state and I was 

there on my 50th birthday, 
which seemed fitting. I ac-
tually love reading Debi 
Lander’s travel column 
in Mandarin NewsLine; 
her destinations either 
revive a memory of a 
place I’ve visited or give 
me an idea of a new 
place to go.  

Q: How did you come 
to have a story published 

in “Chicken Soup for the 
Soul: The Magic of Christ-

mas?”

A: I was a freelance writer for a time 
and I helped a girlfriend find a place 
to get one of her stories published. 
I came across the Chicken Soup for 
the Soul series and thought I should 
send my story as well. I’ve actually had 
two of my stories published by them: 
the first was about a birthday trip I 
took to Barrow, Alaska and then most 
recently was for this book. I sent in a 
story about a Christmas basket that I 
created 20 years ago in which I place 
Christmas cards from previous years 
sent to me by friends who have passed 
away during the year. I take the time 
to read and remember and honor these 
people and it’s very meaningful to me.

Q: What do you like to do in your 
spare time?

A: My husband and I take a daily nine 
mile bike ride. I’m a lover of history 
and a jigsaw puzzle junkie. I love that 
we live near St. Augustine as well as 
the Cummer Museum, two of my 
favorite places to go.

Photo courtesy Claudia Scott

Claudia Scott

Rotary Club 
builds 64th 
ramp
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Nov. 5, the Rotary Club of Manda-
rin completed a two-day project to build 
a lengthy wheelchair ramp at the home 
of Barbara Sapp. The ramp is the 64th 
built by the Rotary Club in conjunc-
tion with Hart Felt Ministries, which 
provides the construction materials. 
Club members provide all of the labor, 
and are led by project coordinator Louis 
Dunbar.

All of the ramps are built free of charge 
at homes of mobility-impaired local 
residents, and make it much easier for 
these residents to enter and leave their 
homes when they would otherwise be 
homebound. The ramp built for Sapp is 
the largest ever built by the Rotary Club.

The Rotary Club of Mandarin is 
dedicated to serving its fellow citizens 
in need, with a motto of “Service Above 
Self.” Contact Membership Chairman 
Michael Sullivan at michaels@coj.net for 
more information about the club, which 
meets for breakfast every Tuesday morn-
ing at the Ramada Inn on Hartley Road 
in Mandarin. 

Photo courtesy Steve Gallagher 

Rotary Club of Mandarin members built their largest 
wheelchair ramp to date.
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Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement 
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

• Driveways
• Pavers
• Patios

Catering to the needs of
the homeowner since 2002

• Walkways
• Concrete Removal
• Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836  and let's talk about what we can do for you!

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential -
no project too small

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel
Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE & MORE

While I love traveling to foreign countries, my 
home state of Florida offers many rich travel 
destinations. I didn’t include St. Augustine or 
Disney World, as I hope everyone in Northeast 
Florida has explored those. How many of the 23 
mentioned below have you experienced? Be sure 
to add one to your travel plans for 2023. 

• Everglades National Park and a trek across Al-
ligator Alley 
• Salvador Dali Museum and other museums in 
St. Petersburg 
• A Grapefruit Baseball League game 
• A swim with the Manatees, Crystal River 
• Watch a race at Daytona Beach Speedway 

• See a rocket launch from Kennedy Space Center 
• Stroll the gardens at Bok Tower  
• Visit Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings’ home, author 
of “The Yearling” 
• See Frank Lloyd Wright’s architecture at Florida 
Southern College in Lakeland 
• Explore cigar history and the original Columbia 
Restaurant, Ybor City 
• Tour Henry Plant’s old hotel, Tampa Bay Hotel 
• Watch re-enactment of Civil War battle at Olus-
tee Battlefield 
• Gamble Mansion, an Old Florida plantation in 
Ellenton 
• Ringling Museums: Circus Museum, Ringling 
Museum of Art, and the Ca d’Zan, home of John 
and Mabel Ringling, Sarasota 
• Vizcaya, Miami, the magnificent winter home of 
John Deering 
• Gilbert’s Bar House of Refuge, Hutchinson 
Island 
• See the wizard’s lab, Edison and Ford Winter 
Estates, Fort Myers  
• Did DeSoto land at De Soto National Memo-
rial, Bradenton  
• Stetson Mansion, DeLand, Gilded Age home 
built for the famous hat manufacturer 
• Fort Clinch, see living history in a North Florida 
State Park  
• Mount Dora offers a bit of New England in 
Central Florida 
• Discover Florida’s history at the Old Capitol, 
Tallahassee 
• Florida Keys, visit Hemingway House and Dry 
Tortugas National Park

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more of local 
travel writer Debi Lander’s stories and travel tips.

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

23 Florida places to 
visit in 2023TravelTravel

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Ca d'Zan, Ringling home.



MandarinNewsLine October 2022 | Page 11

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! 50 Generic Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00.  100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-4 45-5928 
H a b l a m o s  E s p a ñ o l

Dental insurance - Phy-
sicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Cov-
ers 350 procedures . 
Real insurance - not 
a discount plan. Get 
your free dental info 
k i t !  1 -855-526-1060 
w w w . d e n t a l 5 0 p -
lus .c om/ads  # 62 5 8

Attention oxygen ther-
apy users! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 
2.8 pounds. Free info 
kit . Call 877-929-9587

MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a GEN-
ERAC home standby 
generator $0 Down + 
Low Monthly Pmt Re-
quest a free Quote. Call 
before the next power 
outage: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the  most  advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 
free LeafFilter estimate 

today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. 
C a l l  1 -8 3 3 -610-193 6

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. 
Cal l  1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, 
super-fast internet no 
matter where you live. 
25 Mbps just $59.99/
mo! Unlimited Data is 
Here .  S tream Video. 
Bundle  T V  & In ter-
net. Free Installation.  
C a l l  8 6 6 - 4 9 9 - 0 1 4 1

Become a published 
author.  We want  to 
read your book! Dor-
r a n c e  P u b l i s h i n g 
t rus te d  s inc e  1920 . 
C o n s u l t a t i o n ,  p r o -
duction, promotion & 
distribution. Call for 
f ree author ’s  guide 
1-877-729-4998 or visit 

dorranceinfo.com/ads

Paying top cash for 
men's spor twatches! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Subma-
riner and Speedmas-
ter. Call 833-603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & 
hear TV w/unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears Origi-
nal - originally $129.95 
- now w/this special of-
fer  only $59.95 w/code 
MCB59! 1-888-805-0840

DISH T V $64 .99 For 
190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet . 
Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  a p -
p l y.  Pro m o  E x p i re s 
1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516

The Generac PWRcell 
s o l a r  p l u s  b a t t e r y 
storage system. Save 

money, reduce reliance 
on grid ,  prepare for 
outages & power your 
home. Full installation 
services. $0 down fi-
nancing option.  Re-
quest free no obligation 
quote. 1-877-539-0299

Vivint. Smart security. 
Professionally installed. 
One connected system 
for total peace of mind. 
Free professional in-
stallation! Four f ree 
months of monitoring! 
Call  to customize your 
system. 1-833-841-0737

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica's #1 Walk-in tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and 
service. Now featuring 
our free shower pack-
age & $1600 off - limited 
time! Financing avail-
able .  1-855-417-1306

Protect your home from 

pests safely and af-
fordably. Pest, rodent, 
termite and mosqui-
to control. Call for a 
quote or inspect ion 
today 84 4-394-92 78

Discount air travel. Call 
Flight Services for best 
pricing on domestic 
& international flights 
inside & from the US. 
Serving United, Delta, 
American & Southwest 
& many more .  Free 
quote! Have travel dates 
ready! 84 4-951-2014

Switch and save up to 
$250/yr on  talk , text 
& data. No contract or 
hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk & text with flexible 
data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. Limited 
time  get $50 off any 
new account. Use code 
GIFT50. 1-855-903-3048

Reader Advisory: The 
National Trade Associa-
tion we belong to has 
purchased the above 
classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their 
service or product is 
advised by this publica-
tion. In order to avoid 
misunders tandings , 
some adver tisers do 
not offer employment 
but rather supply the 
readers with manuals, 

directories and other 
materials designed to 
help their clients estab-
lish mail order selling 
and other businesses 
at  home .  Under  NO 
circumstance should 
you send any money 
in advance or give the 
client your checking, li-
cense ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware 
of ads that claim to 
guarantee loans re-

gardless of credit and 

note that i f  a credit 

repair company does 

business only over the 

phone it is illegal to 

request  any money 

before delivering its 

service. All funds are 

based in US dollars. Toll 

free numbers may or 

may not reach Canada.

Job Finder:
ISO caregiver for elderly man with mobility issues in Mandarin. Uses 
Hoyer for transferring. Responsibilities: housekeeping, cooking, errands, 
companionship.  Weekday and weekend evenings (7:30 pm-11:30 pm), 
weekend mornings (9:00 am-1:00pm)  Background check. Due to his 
condition, vaccination required. $18/hour.  Email resume and references 
to- bub32258@gmail.com

Are you receiving SSDI/SSI
benefits?

You may be eligible for
additional benefits.

CALL US TODAY
888-490-6616

Knights of Columbus host Breakfast 
with Santa
On Dec. 10, 2022, the Knights of 
Columbus St. Johns River Council

10850 at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
will host Breakfast with Santa start-
ing at 8 a.m. in the Cody Enrichment 
Center, located at 4152 Loretto Road. 
Council 10850 will also have pancakes 
and sausage available. This is a free 
event for children to see Santa and re-
ceive a one free gift. Bring your camera 
for pictures with Santa. The event will 
end at 11 a.m.

Knights of Columbus Council 10850 
is one of 17,000 Councils that make 
up the world’s largest Catholic fraternal 
service organization. Founded in 1882 
to assist working-class and immigrant 
Catholics in the United States, today 
the approximately two million members 
of the Knights put their faith into ac-
tion through a broad range of charitable 
causes locally, nationally and interna-
tionally with financial contributions 

and hands-on service. Based on the 
founding principles of charity, unity and 
fraternity, the Order remains committed 
to strengthening Catholic families and 
parishes and to practicing faith in action 
through service to all in need. Catholic 
gentlemen can join the Knights of Co-
lumbus now for free; visit kofc.org/join 
for more information.

Mandarin Women’s Club to celebrate 
the season
Mandarin Women’s Club members will 
start off the holiday season with a trip 
to New Smyrna Beach Garden Club’s 
Festival of Trees, where they will view 
decorated trees, wreaths, and garlands. 
They will also visit the Holiday Market 
and Bakeshop for some shopping.

Due to Christmas, the December 
members-only Holiday Luncheon 
will be on the third Thursday of the 
month, Dec. 15, at the Ramada Inn 
in Mandarin, 3030 Hartley Road. The 
luncheon will feature festive holiday 
items donated by club members and 

available to win with the purchase 
of tickets. The tickets will be sold at 
the luncheon and will cost $10 for a 
strip of 25 tickets. Attendees will have 
a chance to win homemade goodies, 
wine, holiday decorations, jewelry, 
scarves, and many other great items.

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reserva-
tions for the luncheon are required. 

The luncheon cost is $25 and your 
check must be received by Thursday, 
Dec. 8. To make reservations and 
obtain payment instructions, members 
should contact Susie Marshall. Visit 
www.mandarinwomensclub.com for 
more information on events, photos, 
and membership forms.

Knights of Columbus hosts Catholic 
Citizenship Essay Contest
The Knights of Columbus St. Johns 
River Council 10850 at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church recently hosted the 
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest led 
by Community Director and Knight 
Charlie Amos. The contest was for 
eighth grade students whose outstand-
ing essays were written on the topic 
of Catholic Citizenship. This contest 
encourages today’s youth to be more 
connected to their community and 
their faith. The goal of this program is 
to involve young Catholics in grades 
eight to 12 (public, private, parochial 
or home schools during the current 
school year) in civic discourse and 
instill in them religious and life-
affirming values. Entrants were judged 
on grammar, style, and how clearly 
they present the theme in a way that 
showcases creativity, imagination and 
overall development of the topic.

The contest winners were: First Place, 

Abby Evans; Second Place, Steven 
Matthews; and Third Place, Alexis 
Molander with Honorable Mention 
awarded to Yedda Lazarte, Chloe Fe-
citt, Andrew Lukaj, Avery Condit and 
Claudia Rrukaj. 

Visit kofc.org for more information 
about the Knights of Columbus in-
cluding how to join.

Church re-appoints pastor
Philip R Cousin AME Church of 
Mandarin, Inc. announces the ap-
pointment of Rev. Roger L. D. Wil-
liams as Pastor. This will be the eighth 
year Rev. Williams has served Philip 
R. Cousin, and he seeks to continue 
the partnership and fellowship with 
Mandarin churches and pastors, com-
munity leaders and not for profits, 
such as Mandarin Museum and United 
Community Outreach Ministry Food 
Pantry.

Rev. Williams will be celebrating 22 
years in pastoral leadership in De-
cember, having served New Fountain 
Chapel AME Church on the Eastside, 
Greggs Temple AME Church on the 
Northside, and Mount Zion AME 
Church in Hastings. He will cel-
ebrate 37 years of marriage to Elvia S. 
Williams in December. They are the 
parents of two sons, Joseph Williams, 
an Army veteran living in Arizona, and 
Steven Williams of Jacksonville.

Philip R. Cousin AME Church, 
originally known as Mount Zion AME 
Church, is one of the oldest African 
American churches in the city and 
has served the people of Mandarin for 
more than 136 years. Call the church 
at  (904) 262-3083 for more informa-
tion.

Briefs

Photo courtesy Gail Packard

In October, more than 100 ladies enjoyed playing BINGO at the Mandarin Women's Club luncheon. 
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GardeningGardening
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

mail@floridanewsline.com

Winter in the garden

From Our 
Clay Eye Family 

to Yours 
-GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE-

Mandarin | Fleming Island 
Riverside | Orange Park | Middleburg

904.272.2020
clayeye.com

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Photo courtesy Juliet Johnson

In October, the Mandarin Garden Club received three hand-painted rain barrels from Girl Scout Troop #64004. The 
girls undertook the environmentally oriented project this fall, partly in response to the Junior Master Gardener pro-

gram at Loretto Elementary. They decorated the barrels themselves, while learning the importance of preserving 
rainwater.  After the presentation to groundskeepers, Jeanne Hendricks and Janine Smith, the girls undertook a tour 

of the gardens to see where their barrels will make a difference. 

It’s increasingly obvious that there are 
disturbing changes going on with our 
climate. As always, gardeners have to deal 
with whatever the weather sends in our 
direction, but nowadays we should be 
thinking outside the box. 

The usual concerns might be how to 
protect tender plants from the cold. If we 
love tropical plants, then frost cloths and 
similar are our first line of defense. Tender 
potted plants can be grouped under them 
and if we make sure the edges come down 
to the ground and are weighted in case 
of wind, we can be confident that we’ve 
done what we can. Inground plants can 
also be protected like this. 

It helps to understand which perennials 
and shrubs normally die down during 
the winter, even if the weather isn’t severe. 
Some perennials will die down complete-
ly, waiting till spring to regrow, and others 
will overwinter keeping a rosette of basal 
leaves. Those that die back completely 
need to be marked. If there are standing 
flower stems carrying seedheads, they can 
be left till spring growth begins before 
being tidied away, as they indicate the 
locations of the plants as well as shelter 
overwintering insects. If that looks too 
untidy for you, cut back stems and put 
them in an out-of-the-way area to keep 
hibernating insects safe and provide food 
for the birds. For me, the look of a plant 
during its winter rest can be attractive.

If traditional houseplants have spent the 
summer outside, examine them care-
fully to make sure they aren’t carrying 
unwanted pests when you bring them 
into the house. If you find any it’s best to 
treat plants before bringing them indoors. 

There are insecticidal soaps or systemic 
products available. Pull any weeds, trim 
back untidy growth, and wipe down the 
outside of the pots. Place them where they 
get the amount of light they need. If pos-
sible, don’t put them near plants that have 
been indoors all year in case you have 
overlooked any insects; indoors pests can 
spread quickly. After a month or so you 
will know if there are any problems.

Mercifully, outdoor pests are few at this 
time of year. It’s not only the cooler 
weather that affects them, but day length 
too. Like other creatures they have pre-
determined life cycles. Those caterpillars 
that were a nuisance in early summer will 
have descendants that are now in chrysalis 
form, perhaps sheltered in leaf litter or in 
cracks in tree bark. Come spring they’ll 
turn into moths or maybe butterflies, and 
their eggs will hatch into caterpillars. But 
these are not just potential pests. In spring 
birds are nesting and eggs are hatch-
ing. Most of a young bird’s diet will be 
caterpillars and other insects and for them 
to flourish it is important that this high 
protein food source is readily available. 

For timely tips on what to plant in No-
vember and December, as well as helpful 
articles, see our newsletter, A New Leaf 
Yard & Garden: https://tinyurl.com/
ycyte65r. 

If you need advice on dealing with your 
landscape after a storm, check out the 
September/October edition of The 
Neighborhood Gardener: https://tinyurl.
com/5xmjn4pt. 

Wishing you all a very safe and happy 
holiday season, however you celebrate.

Mandarin Garden Club 
receives gift from Girl Scouts

(Saturday, Dec. 3) at the Walter Jones Park, 
so Mandarin will officially be in holiday 
mode. 

Gates open at 5 p.m. on Dec. 2 with the 
Tree Lighting at 6:30 p.m. Note that the 
gates will close prior to the tree lighting for 
the safety of all pedestrians. 

The merchandise and luminaries sold dur-
ing this event helps the Mandarin Com-
munity Club fundraise toward support of 
the club’s 100th anniversary in July 2023. 
Donations are also welcome to help offset 
expenses of this event. Mandarin Commu-

nity Club is located at 12447 Mandarin 
Road in the heart of historic Mandarin and 
under the patriarch oaks. 

Founded in July 1923, the Mandarin 
Community Club is an award-winning 
civic organization whose mission is to pro-
mote and ensure the preservation, beauti-
fication and environmental well-being of 
Mandarin; to provide educational pro-
grams and meetings for the club’s member-
ship and the community; to enhance the 
cultural and recreational life of the citizens 
of Mandarin; and to maintain the historic 
structures and property owned by the club.

Tree Lighting cont. from pg. 1
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Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Happy holidays,
neighbors.

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Bus: 904-268-5522 
Fax: 904-262-7999
www.jimregister.com

I wish all my neighbors a safe and happy holiday 
season and the very best in the New Year. It’s a true 
joy to be part of such a wonderful community.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2006051

Dear Members of the Community,

We are excited to announce the opening of our 

new prac�ce loca�on in St. JohnsCounty to meet 

the healthcare needs of the growing community. 

Dr. Firas Warda, our newest addi�on to the team, 

is accep�ng new pa�ents at the new loca�on and

is ready to serve pa�ents in need of general endo-

crine, diabetes, and weight management assistance.

Dr. Warda is dedicated to providing highly detailed 

and compassionate care for his pa�ents. He likes to 

take his �me with each pa�ent in order to ensure 

that everyone within his care receives the utmost 

a�en�on. Dr. Warda also has a passion for research, 

as can be seen in the publica�on of numerous papers 

in both na�onal and interna�onal journals. These 

research contribu�ons can be found in journals such

as: The American Associa�on of Clinical Endocrinology 

Case Reports, Bri�sh Medical Journal Case Reports, 

and Journal of the Endocrine Society.

Please join us in this new opportunity to provide 

the great quality care you deserve.

Yours Truly,

Northeast Florida Endocrine and Diabetes 

Associates, PA

It’s the most wonderful time 
of the year for many as people 
celebrate the various holidays 
and observances; moreover, it is 
a great time for us to pay atten-
tion to the meals and snacks we 
consume during the season. With 
many holidays and observances, 
they celebrate or include food and 
beverages at their core. Rarely 
do we think about how much 
sodium is in those holiday meals 
and treats. Some popular Ameri-
can holiday season foods include 
meats (ham, turkey, beef, lamb), 
casseroles (green bean, potato, 
corn, wild rice), pie (sweet potato, 
rhubarb, pumpkin, berry) and 
canned entrees — just to name 
a few. Many of which have high 
levels of sodium.

Sodium is a mineral that is used 
for food flavoring, a stabilizer, 
and a food preservative. The 
majority of sodium in our diets 
comes from packaged and restau-
rant foods. The American Heart 
Association recommends no more 
than 2,300 mg of sodium per 
day, with an ideal limit for 1,500 
mg for adults. Did you know the 
average American consumes more 
than 3,400 mg of sodium each 
day? (American Heart Associa-
tion)

Tips to reduce sodium:
• Buy fresh or frozen fruits and 
vegetables

• Choose canned vegetables with-
out added salt or sauce. You can 
also rinse canned vegetables prior 
to adding them in a recipe.

• Select foods that are labeled as 
“low sodium, no salt, or reduced 
sodium”

• Replace using salt for seasoning 
with ingredients like garlic, spices, 
salt-free seasonings, or citrus juices

• Read the nutrition label facts 
to compare the sodium in food 
products. When buying a prepared 
meal, look for those that have less 
than 600 mg of sodium per meal, 
not just per serving (CDC). 

• Purchase fresh meat, fish, poultry, 
and pork instead of salted, smoked, 
cured, or other processed meats. 

• Cook at home instead of eating at 
fast food establishments or restaurants

You can still enjoy your tasty meals 
such as a honey-baked ham or your 
favorite casserole, but there are ways 
to prepare and serve these foods us-
ing less sodium. Enjoy this holiday 
season spending time with family, 
friends, and consuming less sodium.

Easy ways to reduce sodium 

intake over the Holiday Season
By Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RD and Rayonna Hills BS
mail@floridanewsline.com

Nutrition 
Check

The river and area creeks may still be re-
covering from the one – two punch they 
received from Ian and Nicole recently. 
Ian surprisingly left a decent amount of 
shrimp to still be found in the river, but 
water levels remain high and fish can 
remain highly dispersed because of it. 
Nicole added to that and I’m remaining 
hopeful that the valuable eelgrass in our 
area doesn’t get knocked back like it did 
following Irma. It had finally started 
showing some recovery this year.

As I mentioned in last month’s report, 
this time of year if you’re still going to 
fish a good bit locally, you’ll have to 
transition towards targeting the fish 
that still maintain a consistent appe-
tite through the colder months. Lots 
of those fish in our area happen to be 
the freshwater species: speckled perch, 
bass, bream, and catfish to name a few. 
Stripers can be thrown in that group 
as well, but they could head for saltier 
waters if they wanted to. Because of this 
you’ll want to transition to fishing area 
creeks more. Not that the main river 
doesn’t hold plenty of these species, but 
it can be difficult to fish with the fickle 

weather we get (the winds being the big-
gest aggravation). 

I focus most of my attention towards 
the speckled perch or specks which 
requires a downsizing of tackle. Small 
spinning reels spooled with 4 – 8 lb. 
line matched with light action rods will 
make the most fun of the smaller fish. 
You can use live minnows or a variety of 
small artificials to catch them. Anything 
chartreuse seems to work well. Trolling 
can be an effective way to locate fish in 
new areas and they tend to congregate 
around structures such as trees and 
docks. 

So to summarize, look for the fresh-
water residents of the river to step up 
this month and target them in the local 
creeks, but if we get a calm day don’t 
miss trying the main river for them. If 
you’re dedicated to the summer pattern 
you’ll probably still find a few shrimp. 
Even if it’s only one a cast it may be 
worth it for bait, since the likelihood of 
those shrimp turning into quality fish is 
a lot higher this month. Tight lines and 
happy holidays. 
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Mandarin Community Club: Countdown 
to 100 Years!
A glance at the 1960s 
By Emily Lisska
mail@floridanewsline.com

The countdown to the Mandarin Com-
munity Club centennial began with a 
99th anniversary kick-off in July, rec-
ognizing the 1923 date a group of area 
citizens decided to transition from their 
former World War I role as the Manda-
rin Liberty League to a civic organization 
enhancing Mandarin community life. 

In 1960, the club, now nearly 40 years 
old, faced a decade of dramatic changes. 
It was telling that the decade began with 
a club request for improved policing 
from Duval County. Harold Younger 
served as president. The club also op-
posed zoning at Beauclerc Point for uses 
other than single family homes. 

T.Z. Cason led the club in 1961 and 
1962, and some records indicate he 
presided again in 1964. Cason appointed 
a committee to study Mandarin growth. 
By late summer, Duval County created a 
Planning Board. 

By 1963, the little 1911 Store and Post 
Office on Mandarin Road next to the 
club was no longer sufficient to handle 
area mail. The community’s post office 
relocated to State Road 13 to accom-
modate the growing population. With 
the Post Office closed, the store’s closing 
followed in 1964.

On Sept. 10, 1964, Hurricane Dora 
swept into North Florida. A devastating 
loss in Mandarin was at the Episcopal 
Church of Our Saviour and its Tiffany 
window dedicated to Harriet Beecher 

and Calvin Stowe. For some residents 
of the burgeoning Mandarin, the storm 
clarified the need for more government 
services. 

In the spring of 1968, an area milestone 
included the first Mandarin Art Festival. 
The festival, today more than a half cen-
tury old, is a signature club project and 
also raises much of the funding necessary 
to maintain the club’s historic buildings 
and properties. While Judge Edward 
Westberry gets the credit as festival 
founder, Frank N. Dunlap was serving as 
president near this time. 

Theodore Flynn, a Mandarin native and 
longtime active community member 
served as president in the 1960s. The 
highly connected Flynn, born in 1911, 
attended school in the club’s building 
and was owner of the family’s longtime 
business, primarily a hardware and feed 
store located at Loretto and Flynn roads. 
By the ‘60s, the business moved to San 
Jose Boulevard and Westberry Road as 
Flynn’s Ace Hardware and Feed. 

Flynn was a 15-year president of the 
Mandarin Volunteer Fire Department. 
He also led the Mandarin Athletic As-
sociation. 

Flynn was also a proponent of Con-
solidation. With citywide passage of 
Consolidation, new blown-out city lim-
its were established to Julington Creek. 
Overnight, Mandarin was suddenly 
part of the largest geographic city in the 
world. The rural feel of the community 
still existed, but it was clear that urban-
ization, good or bad, was on the way.

Photo courtesy Pat Adams

The Mandarin Community Club held its annual Wreath-Laying Ceremony to honor area veterans on Sunday afternoon, 
Nov. 13. The event took place in the Billard Commemorative Park adjacent to the club building. The Jacksonville Chapter 

of the DAR, SAR, Color Guard, and the American Heritage Girls FL 1517 all participated in the ceremony.

Veterans honored with annual event

• Demonstrations of weaving and quilt-
ing. 
• First Coast Plein Aire Painters will be 
painting throughout the park. 
• Nature crafts and concrete creations 
painting for kids. 
• The famous tiny yellow antique car. 
• S'mores available for a small donation. 
• Public services and other non profit 
groups sharing information.  
• The museum gift shop will be stocked 
with unique holiday gift ideas. Books 
and art prints are on sale by local au-
thors and local artists. Also, this is the 
only place anywhere to buy Mandarin 
history ornaments, the "historic places" 
blanket, and the special Mandarin Frogs 
and Sea Turtles. The new annual orna-
ment this year is Loretto Elementary 

School. 
•Food vendors.

Parking is available across the street at 
Mandarin Presbyterian Church. Cross 
at the bridge only and with the as-
sistance of volunteers from the Rotary 
Club of Mandarin. (Do not park along 
the road.) Attendees are asked to bring 
canned food items for the Mandarin 
Presbyterian Church Food Pantry and 
leave them in the container provided at 
the bridge; the church not only allows 
our visitors to park in their lot, but they 
distribute food to local families every 
Tuesday.   

The Mandarin Museum is located at 
11964 Mandarin Road in Walter Jones 
Historical Park. Visit www.mandarin-
musem.net for more information.

Winter cont. from pg. 1
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Photos courtesy River City Science Academy Mandarin

River City Science Academy Mandarin's Veterans Day Breakfast was held at the school on Nov. 9. Active duty ser-
vice members and veterans joined students for breakfast. It was an honor recognizing the family members of RCSA 

Mandarin students who have served or continue to serve and protect our country.

River City Science Academy Mandarin 
recognizes veterans

Photo courtesy Debbie Scarbrough

Mandarin Oaks Elementary School’s second graders performed their Veterans Day program for parents on Nov. 8 
in the multipurpose room. The program featured students singing, playing a variety of instruments and dancing 

to favorite American songs such as “My Country Tis of Thee,” “Yankee Doodle,” and “I Love America.” More than 300 
parents and students enjoyed the performance. Veterans of the Navy, Air Force, Army, Marines and Coast Guard 

were honored for their service. Mandarin Oaks music teachers Beth Martelli and Jeff Royal worked hard preparing 
students for this annual Veterans Day show. 

Mandarin Oaks second graders salute 
veterans

Crown Point says "No” to drugs during 
Red Ribbon Week
By Mary Eyler
mail@floridanewsline.com

Crown Point Elementary school 
celebrated Red Ribbon Week Oct. 24 – 
28. Crown Point Panthers participated 
in different activities throughout the 
week to promote a drug free and healthy 
lifestyle.

Monday had the Panthers dressing up as 
their favorite superheroes to show that 

they have the “power to be drug free!” 
On Tuesday, the students “teamed up 
against drugs” and wore their favorite 
sports team apparel. To show that they 
are “too smart to do drugs,” the students 
wore their smartest attire on Wednes-
day. They wore their brightest colors on 
Thursday to show they are “too bright 
to do drugs.” On Friday, Crown Point 
Panthers “woke up drug free” and wore 
their pajamas to school. 

Photo courtesy Mary Eyler
A group of superheroes from Andrea Gore's kindergarten class.
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© Baptist Health 2022

When you’re expecting, you have questions. We help answer them.

Rest easy knowing that you and your baby are in the right hands. 
That’s because Baptist Health is the No. 1 health system in Northeast 
Florida for maternity services and Wolfson Children’s provides the most 
sophisticated care for infants and children of all ages.

To learn more or find an OB/GYN who delivers at Baptist Health,  
call 202.4HER (4437) or visit baptistjax.com/baby.

Moms and babies need 
special types of care.
We deliver both.

Physicians providing care at our hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospitals.

Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS NOW OPEN

Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Florida's Number 1 
Youth Soccer Program

PUT YOUR BUSINESS AD IN 
FRONT OF 27,000+ FANS!
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March 7-12, 2023
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 The “go to” fan guide for THE PLAYERS 
Official tournament information from the PGA TOUR
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Linda@FloridaNewsline.com
www.FloridaNewsline.com
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