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BFF Best Furry Friend

Photo courtesy Linda McQueen
Cajun'’s Blueberry Hill, a standard fantasy African
violet.

African Violet
Society
announces
annual show

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

The Heart of Jacksonville African
Violet Society will stage a colorful ex-
hibit and sale of African Violets and
other Gesneriad specimens on Friday,
March 24 and Saturday, March 25 at
San Jose Church of Christ, 6233 San
Jose Blvd. "Pearls of the Plant World"
will be the society’s 30th anniversary
display and sale of African Violets.
This event is open to the public.

The show and sale will feature an
exceptional offering of these beauti-
ful flowering houseplants, with
colors and sizes for every taste and
to fit every budget. Available also
will be unusual varieties, starter
plants, and hard-to-find supplies
for this hobby.

Because they bloom year-round and
are easy to grow, African violets have
become the most popular houseplant.

African Violet cont. on pg. 9
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Crown Point celebrates Literacy Week

By Mary Eyler

mail@floridanewsline.com

Crown Point Elementary students
celebrated literacy week Jan. 23 — 27
at their school. Students and teach-
ers participated in various reading
activities throughout the week. They
read numerous books, showed off
their language skills, and paraded the
hallways displaying their favorite book
characters.

On Thursday, Crown Point opened
its doors to community readers, in-
cluding some from Mandarin United
Methodist Church, Junior Achieve-
ment of North Florida, Fire Station
51, Chick-fil-A Mandarin, 101.5
Radio, State Farm, Voyage Chiroprac-
tic, Dawn Lopez with Action News,
JSO, Mandarin Public Library, Duval
County Public Schools executives and
police department, ESOL depart-
ment, school volunteers, and friends
and family of school staff. These
community readers read authentic
literature and engaged in literacy
discussions with students in every
classroom.

Photos courtesy Mary Eyler

Dawn Lopez from Action News Jax reading o a group of third graders.

Photos courtesy Mary Eyler

Community readers celebrate Literacy Week at Crown Point Elementary.
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Mandarin Art Festival: Meet the Artist

By Susie Scott
mail@floridanewsline.com

Jim and Lia Biond have been jewelry
designers and fabricators for more than

- 'r'?r

30 years and have been participating in
the Mandarin Art Festival for 25 years.
In 2022, Biondo Jewelry earned Best of
Show honors and as such, their artwork
will be featured in the 2023
Mandarin Art Festival post-
ers and advertising materi-
als. They live in NW St.
Johns County.

The Bionds have almost
retired from the art show
circuit, but said they
will continue to show in
Mandarin for as long as

possible.

“It’s the best art show in
Northeast Florida,” Jim
Biond said.

Photo courtesy Susie Scott ]1m BiOIld graduated from

Biondo Jewelry, Best in Show, Mandarin Art Festival 2022.  Penn State University with

WHOLE-PATIENT CANCER CARE

a degree in engineering and worked in
different countries throughout Europe
for 13 years. Upon his return to the
United States, he became fascinated
with gemstones and metals and began
his formal jewelry training at Rowan
State College in New Jersey. He then
continued at the Center of Visual Arts
and College of Arts in Philadelphia
and has attended many workshops.

Jim Biond’s design inspirations have
come from many different aspects of
life, such as boot laces, gears, folded
forms, teapots, and irregular shapes. His
current metal of choice is pure silver,
which is the whitest of all the precious
metals.

Lia Biond takes some of his unique
pendants and designs Kumihimo (a

Art Festival cont. on pg. 11

Accepting New Patients

NOW AVAILABLE AT RIVERSIDE

Ackerman Cancer Center and Dr. Paul Ossi are proud to continue
offering comprehensive cancer care to our community at our new

Dr. Paul Ossi
Chief of Radiation Oncology
St. Vincent's Riverside

Riverside office, providing access to:

Riverside (904)990-5250 | Jacksonville (904)880-5522 | Amelia Island (904)277-2700

+ Every Option of Radiation Therapy, including Proton Therapy
+ Same and Next-Day Appointments
+ Onsite Screening and Diagnostic Services

ACKERMAN
CANCER CENTER

AckermanCancerCenter.com
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"SHE SAVED MY LIFE"

Jacksonville resident Kate M. had been experiencing the painful side effects of
Peripheral Neuropathy, “My feet and legs were extremely painful and my doctors
told me there was nothing they could do. And that | would have to take Gabapentin
for the rest of my life.” Then she met Jacksonville's very own Dr. Jann Turpin.

Peripheral Neuropathy is the pain,
discomfort and numbness caused by
nerve damage of the peripheral
nervous system. Kate explained that
daily tasks like opening doors and
using the bathroom were
overwhelmingly painful. “How can
you live for the next 30 years when
you don't even want to get out of
bed to do simple things?”

She was experiencing the burning,
numbness, tingling and sharp pains
that those suffering with neuropathy
often describe. “The way that | would
describe it, it's equivalent to walking
on glass.” Kate hadn't worn socks in
five years and was wearing shoes
two sizes too big so that nothing
would ‘touch’ her feet.

Unfortunately Kate's story is all
too familiar for the over 3 million
people in the U.S. suffering from

Peripheral Neuropathy.

If you’re unfortunate enough to be
facing the same disheartening
prognosis, you're not sleeping at
night because of the burning in your
feet. You have difficulty walking,
shopping or doing any activity for
more than 30 minutes because of the
pain. You're struggling with balance
and living in fear that you might fall.
Your doctor told you to ‘just live with
the pain’ and you're taking
medications that aren't working or
have uncomfortable side effects.

Fortunately, four months ago Kate
read an article about Dr. Jann Turpin
and the work she was doing to treat
those suffering from Peripheral

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY?

Call (904)720-8887
to schedule a consultation!

Neuropathy, without invasive surgeries
or medications

Dr. Turpin, founder of Riverplace
Acupuncture Integrative Medicine in
Jacksonville, is using the time tested
science of Acupuncture and a
technology originally developed by
MNASA that assists in increasing blood
flow and expediting recovery and
healing to treat this debilitating disease.

“Now when | go to bed at night |
don’t have those shooting pains. |
don’t have that burning sensation. |
don't have pain coming up my
legs,” Kate enthusiastically
describes life after receiving Dr.
Turpin's treatments.

“l can wear socks and shoes!”

Kate and her sister now operate a
successful dog walking business,
sometimes covering up to 5 miles a day.

“It's life altering. As far as
I'm concerned Dr. Turpin
saved my life!”

Dr. Turpin has been helping the
senior community for over 11 years
using the most cutting edge and
innovative integrative medicine.
Specializing in chronic pain cases,
specifically those that have been
deemed ‘hopeless’ or ‘untreatable’,
she consistently generates
unparalleled results.

What was once a missing link in
senior healthcare is now easily
accessible to the residents of. - -
Jacksonville, Florida.

11481 Old St Augustine Rd
Suite 105

Near 295 B Old 5t Augustine Rd

If you've missed too many tee times
because of pain or you've passed
on dancing with friends because
you're afraid of falling, it's time to
call Dr. Turpin and the staff at
Riverplace Acupuncture.

It's time you let your golden
years
BE GOLDEN!

Great news! Dr. Turpin is now
accepting new patients again.
Unfortunately, she only has room
for a limited number of new patients
before March 31, 2023 so call (904)
720-8887 now to schedule a
consultation.

www.RiverplaceAcupuncture.com
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Best Furry Friend
of the month

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.
Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!

Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

Don't miss our April Issue

featuring our Summer Camp and Activities Guide!

Call Linda Gay today to reserve your space!

Deadline 3/17/23

904.607.5062

Happy St. Patrick's Day

From your friends at
Mandarin NewsLine!
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4 What's Happening in Mandarin
7 Unitary Election Guide

13 Gardening

14 Jimmy's Fishing Report

16 Travel

Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Last month's Mystery Photo was Alberts Field on Orange Picker Road.
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CALLTODAY 904.861.6339

WatsonConstructionGroup.com

Building Services: CBC1263291 ¢ Electric: EC13010558
HVAC: CAC1816040 * Plumbing: CFC057343

AIR CONDITIONING * PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL * RESIDENTIAL REMODELING
NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK

Yevedevevc FIVE STAR REVIEWS

“Watson's electrical staff was the
easiest to work with and the most
timely. They kept their work area
clean and were respectful of my
time and space.”

- Brook G.

"Amazing experience with
Watson'’s plumbing staff today!
Professional and extremely
knowledgeable. | appreciate
all that they did!”

- Amaliegha R.

“Great service! | was offered same-day
appointment times. Their service technician
arrived on-time and immediately began
working. My A/C was back to normal
in an hour.”

- C.Berry
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St Johns Jax Beach
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd
(next to Publix)

904.230.3242

wbu.com/jacksonville

4138 Third Street South

(between Trader Joes & Staples)
904.246.6832
wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

X-'.r
Qi Bels Ulndimitecd

Nature Shop

—— - — ——

20% OFF

\
I
I

One regularly !

gularly |

priced item !

Valid in-store at the participating stores |
listed. Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird

Food, Optics, Gift Cards, DSC :

I

]

Memberships, Campania Baths or Sale
Items. Cannot be combined with other

World Golf Village

180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
wwhbu.com/staugustine
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at
1:30 p.m. at Mandarin Park. The courts are at
the park entrance next to the tennis courts.
Try to get there a few minutes early for court
assignments. Beginners are welcome. Just
show up (a few minutes before playing
time), unless it rains.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every
Saturday, except on holiday weekends, at
7:30 a.m. at Mandarin Lutheran Church, 11900
San Jose Boulevard. Guests are welcome.
The meetings can also be attended online at
https://toastofjax.toastmastersclubs.org/.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday of each month at7
p.m. in the Kids' Building of Trinity Mandarin,
located at 2955 Orange Picker Road. This jam
is open to everyone and all levels of ability
are welcome. Come to play with the group or
just sit back and enjoy the music. For more
information, contact Burt Coulliette at (904)
302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming (with
all items donated to charity) meets every
Wednesday from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at The
Table Cafe, 10391 Old St. Augustine Road. Visit
the group’s Facebook page (Playing HOOKie)
or email playinghookie2022@gmail.com for

more information,
3rd 4th: Mandarin Garden Club’s
““annual $1 Clothing and Jewelry
Sale will be held on Friday, March 3 and Sat-
urday, March 4 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. each day.
Gently used clothes, shoes and accessories
for the family will be sold for $1 each. Some
boutique and jewelry items will be priced
slightly higher. Cash only is accepted. The
event features free parking and admission.

The Masons’ “Famous” Barbeque lunch will
be for sale both days. The Mandarin Garden

Club is located at 2892 Loretto Road. Visit
mandaringardenclub.org for more informa-

tion.

th: The historic buildings of the
4 Mandarin Museum, including the
1875 Webb/Jones farmhouse, 1876 Barn, 1898
St. Joseph's Mission Schoolhouse for Afri-
can-American Children, and Losco Winery
log cabin will be open from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
on March 4 and March 18 in Walter Jones
Historical Park, 11964 Mandarin Road. The
1911 Mandarin Store and Post Office will also
be open on March 18 from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m at
12471 Mandarin Road, just a mile west of the
Walter Jones Historical Park. This building is
on the National Register of Historic Places.
Visit www.mandarinmuseum.net or call
(904) 268-0784 for more information.

th: The Under the Oaks commu-
5 nity music jam, hosted by the
Mandarin Museum & Historical Society and
North Florida Folk Network will be held
underneath the beautiful trees in front of
Mandarin Museum on Sunday, March 5
from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. If you play an acoustic
instrument, feel free to join the song circle.
If not, just bring a chair and relax and listen.
The schoolhouse and gift shop will be open

during this time.

th: Southside Newcomers Club
6 will host its monthly Monday
Breakfast on the first Monday of each month
(this month, March 6) at 10 a.m. at iHop,
3250 Hodges Blvd. Ladies who are new to
the area, have had a lifestyle change or
wish to enlarge their group of friends are in-
vited to attend. Contact sncmembership84@
gmail.com or call (904) 683-4170 for more
information.
Gth: Square Dancing is offered

every Monday night at 6:30 p.m.

9
7 'smiles by

GLENOS &« HADGIS
ORTHODONTISTS

TWO STATE-OF-THE-ART LOCATIONS
:

Free Initial Visit
0000

) 904.79.SMILE (797.6453)
smilesbyGHortho.com

at the Mandarin Senior Center, 3848 Hartley
Road. The first two sessions are free and
then the cost is $5 per person. Call (904)
255-6750 for more information.

7[h: Honeybee Quilters Guild will

meet on Tuesday, March 7 at 6:30
p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian Church in the
Loft on the County Dock Road side of the
church at 2501 Loretto Road. Lisa Schreck,
judge candidate, will share what the judges
look for when judging quilts. Wearing masks
is optional. New members/guests welcome.
Visit honeybeequilters.org for more informa-
tion.

th:Southside Multiple Sclerosis
I] group meets on the second Sat-
urday of each month (this month on March
11) at 2 p.m. at the JCA, 8505 San Jose Blvd.
Every other month there is a speaker and on
alternate months there are group discus-
sions on the current situation with our MS,
Call group leader Susan Armstron, (904)
396-1082 for more information.

th:Second Saturday Arts and
I] Farmers Market at First Christian
Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. on March 11
from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Visit www.facebook.
com/SecondSatMarket/ for more informa-
tion.

th:The Southern Genealogist's Ex-
]] change Society will meet Saturday,
March 11 at 10 a.m. at Watson Realty, 4194
San Juan Ave. in Jacksonville. This meeting
is free and open to the public. Visit www.
sgesjax.org or call (904) 778-1000 for more
information.

20th *The All Star Quilters Guild

will meet at 9:30 a.m. for social-
izing prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday,
March 20 at the First Christian Church, 11924

ningjinjMandarin

San Jose Blvd. Georgina Lewis will present a
trunk show. Sew and Tell is always a feature,
Guests are welcome. Visit www.allstarquil-
ters.org for more information.

23rd:Mandarin Women's Club will

hold its monthly luncheon and
annual fashion show at the Ramada Inn,
3130 Hartley Road in Mandarin on March
23. Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reserva-
tions are required. Club members will model
casual and smart casual outfits provided
by Dillard's at the Town Center. The cost of
the luncheon is $25 and must be received
by March 16; to make reservations and
obtain payment instructions, contact Susie
at spm104@aol.com or (904) 885-8952. Visit
www.mandarinwomensclub.com for more
information.

23rd:Mandarin Republican Club

will meet on Thursday, March 23
at St. Mary's Seafood, 11290 0ld St. Augus-
tine Road. Social time begins at 6 p.m. and
the meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. First time
visitors are welcome.

2 8th 'Jacksonville Fine Arts Forum

luncheon will be held on March
28 at 11:30 a.m. at the Club Continental 2143
Astor Street in Orange Park. Photographer
Will Dickey will be the featured guest. For
reservations text Jean at (904) 210-6661. Be
sure to include your full name.

3] St:The Italian American Club of
Jacksonville will hold its popular

Spaghetti to Go on Friday, March 31from 5
p.m. - 7 p.m. at the club building, 2838 West-
berry Road. Visit www.iacofjacksonville.com
or call (904) 586-2700 for more information.

Give your brain what it needs
S0 you can hear better

L%.rﬂ:‘-‘: :
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Introducing Oticon More™ a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better

speech understanding with less effort and the ability

§ A7

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Qwner

Call 904-262-5550 Today!

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com

You're invited to try
Oticon More R/SK FREE

STAVERMAN

W HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

to remember more.

Come in and bring a
loved one to receive:

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing

12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710
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Q: Do you have an update on the
Sniffen and Spellman, PA report that

was in response to the grand jury
investigation?

A: In response to the grand jury’s
report, the school board hired a Tal-
lahassee law firm, Sniffen and Spell-
man, PA, to do a review of the district’s
practices for school safety to ensure
our alignment with state protocols and
procedures.

In mid-February, we received a good
report from them that showed we had
corrected the errors noted by the grand
jury. Now the school board has asked
for a deeper dive to present a clearer
understanding as to what caused us to
be out of step as noted in the grand
jury report.

Q: Can you shed light on the dis-
trict’s stance on books in classroom
libraries?

A: Duval County has taken the extra
effort to comb through classroom
library books with the focus to ensure
that books in classrooms are appropri-
ate for that class. It is possible for a
book to be in a lower grade classroom
and have it moved to a higher grade
classroom. Books that are adjusted in a
classroom library may still be available
in a school’s media center.

with Duval County School Board Member
Lori Hershey, District 7

The difference between a classroom
library and the media center is that for
a classroom library, books are appropri-
ate for that grade level reading. In a
media center, books are available to be
checked out at will.

Q: Are there any new volunteer op-
portunities in the district?

A: The district will begin to scan
books for media centers and class-
room libraries. Anyone interested
in helping create inventory lists for
classrooms, reviewing school-based
purchase decisions, and assisting in
creating a multi-year plan for the
acquisition of books should contact
their school.

The district is also forming a commit-
tee to allow stakeholders to participate
in curriculum review by reconsidering
library books and supplemental materi-
als when reconsideration of those ma-
terials is requested by a student’s parent
or guardian or a resident of Duval
County. Volunteers are needed for this
committee; contact the school district
for more information.

Q: How can our readers contact
you?

A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904)
390-2375.

Photo courtesy Mary Eyler

On Wednesday, Feb.], Crown Point Elementary School kindergartners celebrated 100 days of learning. The students had
a lot of fun with the number 100. They decorated 100-day hats, made their own design shirts, counted items up to 100,
and some came to school dressed as 100 year-olds. Pictured are teacher Kim Hickox and her kindergarten class getting
ready to join the parade.

Advertise your kid-friendly business in our
Summer camp
and Activities Guide!

APPEARING
IN OUR APRIL AND
MAY ISSUES

Contact Linda Gay 904-607-5062
or Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
to find out how!
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24th Anniversary Sale

March 17, 18 & 19, 2023

Refreshments Served

Drawinrgs! SALES!

For Sugar Bear Gift Certificates! Throughout the store on one-of-a-kind
Bring this ad to be eligible. items for you and your home.

sug__m? Bear A\ﬂlliﬂﬂ@*s; Mall  www.sugarbearman.com

. 3047 Julington Creek Road | Jacksonville, FL 32223 | (904) 886-0393 | Open 7 Days a week | 10am-5:45pm

Friday, March 3th, 9am - 2pm
= Saturday, March 4th, 9am - 2pm
Mandwein Jaedern Elub
2892 Loretto Road, 32223
Cash only

DON'T LEAVE
YOUR FUTURE
T0 CHANCE

SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
/S

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,

maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

« Housekeeping

 24-hour security

« Delicious, chef-prepared dining options

« Fishing and boat docks

 Heated, outdoor swimming pool

A wide range of important aging services

« And more!

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

8 QY
©\\@l/©

Westminster
Woods

on Julington Creek
WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL
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MANDARIN COMMUNITY CLUB 6™ ANNUAL

TREE GIVEAWA

Saturday, March 11th 9 - 12 Noon R st A

FREE TREES!

* Fringe Tree * Redbud
* Dahoon Holly * Riverbirch
* Tulip Poplar * Live Oak
While Supplies Last * One (1) per household/vehicle

* Handouts from the * Master Gardeners available
Duval Extension Office for questions on

on Tree Planting & Care Planting & Location

12447 Mandarin Rd
mandarincommunityclub.org  904-268-1622

Everyone is Irish the month of March so wear your Irish best
and get entered Into a drawing for a special prize.

DOORS OPEN 6:15pm GAMES START 7:00pm

Fie Games
APR 1
“APR 29
JUNE 24

SATURDAY, MARCH 11th

At The Cody Center. On the Coner of
Old St. Augustine and Loretto Roads

PLENTY OF LIGHTED PARKING AND SECURITY ON PREMISES. GREAT FOOD, DRINKS AND SNACKS.
DOORS OPEN 6:15. NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAW.

For More Information call Vinny Terlizzi at 904-T42-8777

Eyecare Fact or Fiction

Fact

.y Regular vision
. check-ups are an
Fiction important part of your
| You only need to see _overall health
| an eye doctor if you —

b\ notice a problem

ATIENT

Bt e (N B

904.272.2020
clayeye.com X

Mandarin | Fleming Island
Riverside | Orange Park | Middleburg

F.A.Q. — Early Voting

What is early voting?

As part of election reform legislation in
Florida, early voting has been an avail-
able option since 2002. The early voting
period must start at least on the 10th
day before the election and end on the
third day before the election. In addi-
tion, supervisors of elections have the
option to offer more early voting on the
15th, 14th, 13th, 12th, 11th, or sec-
ond day before an election. During this
period, early voting may be provided
no less than eight and no more than 12
hours per day at each site. It has already
proven to be a success in Duval County
and is getting more popular with each
election.

How is it done?

It’s simple. Registered voters can go to
any of the locations designated as early
voting centers and cast a paper ballot
just as they would normally do on Elec-
tion Day.

Why should I vote early?

The intent is to meet the needs of busy
people who want more options than
just voting on a single day at a single
precinct. We want to remove any physi-
cal or psychological barriers that might
prevent someone from voting. If you
know, for example, that you have a full
day’s worth of activities on Election
Day, you can make it easier on yourself
by taking advantage of the early voting
option. Between early voting, voting by
mail and traditional polling on Election
Day, there are a number of voting op-
tions so that no one should be prevented
from voting.

Are there any drawbacks to early voting?
No. Early voting provides flexibility

and convenience; however, some voters

may wish to wait until Election Day to
cast their votes. Historically, there has
always been a crush of last-minute news
coverage or other information about the
candidates that happens in the final days
of a campaign. This information may be
helpful in making a decision; however, if
you know whom you support, early vot-
ing may be a good option for you.

Can | change my vote?

No. Once you have voted, either
through early voting or by an absentee
ballot, your vote is cast and final.

How does this affect vote-by-mail
ballots?

Early voting is another option to allow
people to participate in the election
process. Voters who may be out of town
on Election Day, or otherwise be unable
to cast a ballot at that time, can now
choose between voting early or request-
ing and mailing in the vote-by-mail

ballot.

How will early voting affect the election?
Apart from providing more options

as to how you vote, it is hoped that
early voting will encourage more voter
participation. By law, votes are tallied at
the conclusion of Election Day, whether
they have been through early voting,
voting by mail or on Election Day.

What do | need to vote early?

All that is needed is your current photo
and signature ID. You may also bring
your sample ballot with you that is
already marked with your choices. That
way you can quickly enter your choices
on the ballot, place your ballot in the
tabulator, and be on your way.

Source: Duval County Supervisor of Elec-

tions, www.duvalelections.com

Mandarin Polling Locations

Please check your Voter Information
Card or visit www.duvalelections.
com/Voter-Information/Precinct-
Finder to determine which of these
precincts is yours:

512: Community Hospice Of NE
FL, 4266 Sunbeam Road, Jacksonville
32257

601: Italian American Club, 2838 West-
berry Road, Jacksonville 32223

602: All Souls Anglican Church, 4042
Hartley Road, Jacksonville 32257

603: Mandarin Regional Library, 3330
Kori Road, Jacksonville 32257

604: Mandarin Presbyterian Church,
2501 Loretto Road, Jacksonville 32223

605: Episcopal Church of Our Saviour,
12236 Mandarin Road, Jacksonville

32223

606: South Mandarin Regional Library,
12125 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville
32223

607: Mandarin Moose Lodge #42, 4450
Losco Road, Jacksonville 32257

608: Freedom Christian Fellowship,
3423 Loretto Road, Jacksonville 32223

609: Burnett Park Recreation Center,
3740 Burnett Park Road, Jacksonville
32257

610: St. Justin Martyr, 12460 Old St
Augustine Road, Jacksonville 32258

611: Holiday Inn Bartram Park South,
13934 Village Lake Circle, Jacksonville
32258

612: Mandarin Church of Christ,
12791 Old St Augustine Road, Jackson-
ville 32258

W= vote as you please.
—=—= Butplease vote!
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ghnitary Election Guide

F.A.Q. Voting at the Polls

What hours are the polls open in Duval
County?

On Election Day, the polls are open
from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. Early voting
centers will also be available throughout
the county prior to elections; however,
the timeframe for the early voting cen-
ters will not be announced until closer
to each election.

Where should |

go to vote?

Your voter information card shows
the precinct, polling place, and vot-
ing districts for your address. On
Election Day, you must vote in the
precinct in which you live. Please
make sure that the Duval County
Supervisor of Elections’ office has
your current address so that your
name will appear on the correct poll
register. Early voting centers, along
with the times and dates of op-
eration, will be announced prior to
Election Day.

If your polling location changes, you
will receive a new voter information
card through the mail. Your polling
location will also be on the sample bal-
lot you receive in the mail prior to the
election dates.

If you have moved and/or cannot find
your voter information card, you should
contact our office at (904) 255-8683 for
instructions.

Do I need to bring anything with me in
order to vote?

Yes. Florida law requires you to have a
photo and signature identification. Any
one of the following photo IDs will be
accepted:

¢ A Florida Driver License

* Florida ID Card issued by a state
agency

* U.S. Passport

* Military ID

* Student ID

* Retirement center ID

* Veteran health ID card issued by the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

* A license to carry a concealed weapon
or firearm issued pursuant to s. 790.06,

ES.

* Employee ID card issued by any
branch, department, agency, or entity
of the Federal Government, the state, a
county, or municipality.

If you do not have a proper ID, you will
be allowed to vote a provisional ballot.

Voting a Provisional Ballot

If you vote a provisional ballot solely
because you did not provide an ac-
ceptable photo and signature iden-

Election Dates
First: March 21, 2023
General: May 16, 2023

Early Voting
First: March 6, 2023 - March 19, 2023
General: May 1, 2023 - May 14, 2023

Where do | vote?
Precinct Finder:
www.duvalelections.com/Voter-Information/Precinct-Finder

“THE
PEOPLE’S
MAYOR"

www.OMEGAALLEN4MAYOR.com

Politicz isement paid for and approv a Allen f

"I'm not turning
Jacksonville Red nor Blue
I'm keeping it Red White
and Blue"

Honesty
Accountability
Transparency

tification at the polls, you do not
need to provide any further evidence
of your eligibility in order for your
ballot to count. You will be provided
a written notice of your rights as

a provisional ballot voter. (Section
101.048, ES.) The local Canvass-
ing Board will simply compare your
signature on the provisional ballot
certificate with the signature on your
voter registration record. If the signa-
tures match, your provisional ballot
will be counted.

If you vote a provisional ballot for
other reasons (for example, your
eligibility is challenged by another
person, you are in the wrong precinct
when you vote, you do not appear on
the precinct register, etc.), you will be
provided written notice of your right
to present evidence of your eligibility.
You must provide the evidence to your
respective Supervisor of Elections no
later than 5 p.m. of the second day fol-
lowing the election. (Section 101.048,
ES.) The local Canvassing Board

will examine your provisional ballot
certificate and all other information

and evidence available. Then based on
a preponderance of the evidence, the
board will determine whether to count
your provisional ballot.

Instructions on how to find out if your
provisional ballot was counted, and if
not, the reason(s) why, will be contained
in your notice of rights handed to you
at the time that you vote a provisional
ballot. Information as to whether your
provisional ballot was counted or not
must be made available no later than 30
days following the election. (Sections

101.048(5)-(6), ES.)

What type of voting machines does
Duval County use?

Duval County uses both optical-scan
voting machines and AutoMARK vot-
ing machines at all voting precincts and
early voting centers. The AutoMARK
machines are equipped with audio ca-
pabilities and magnification features for
any voter to use, including those with
special needs.

Source: Duval County Supervisor of Elec-
tions, www.duvalelections.com

re-elect

Sacks
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DISTRICT 6

ELECTION DAY:
March 21, 2023

Paid by Michael Boylan,
Republicon, City Counil
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Mandarin Women'’s Club hosts popular
fashion show

On Thursday, March 23, the Mandarin
Women’s Club will hold its luncheon

and annual

mada Inn in Mandarin, 3130 Hartley

Road. Club

and smart c

ndari)% /7¢ March 2023

Fashion Show at the Ra-

members will model casual

asual outfits provided by followed by lunch.

Prudential Financial Planning Services

701 San Marco Blvd

1st Floor

Jacksonville, FL 32207
904-313-4553
(omprehensive Financial Pla

Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP*, CLTC"
Financial Planner

@ Prudential

representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.
1008115-00004-00

Dillard’s at the Town Center. Represen-
tatives from Dillard’s will be assisting
the models in selecting the clothing that
is just right for each of them. Then they
will describe what each model is wear-
ing as she strolls among the attendees.
The Fashion Show will begin at 11 a.m.

nning

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name Prudential
Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products and services as a registered

D5404

An Even Brighter Future

Throughout nearly 77 years of continuous excellence, we’ve
learned many things. Importantly, that by working together,
with an unwavering commitment to our mission, we’ll ensure
an even brighter future for our community’s seniors.

—
—

=
RIVERGGARDEN :

SENIOR SERVICES E

BEST

e~

Request River Garden
RiverGarden.org | (904) 260.1818

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

BBQ,

SAVE THESE DATES

T 277" ANNUAL
‘i | . U (14
a1 L R o iy
e 4 & =9,
ey 2 Xz
Figh e CLASSIC _J
e S - WE PROUDLY WELCOME BACK TTTLH SPONSOR

- £ - MR "

* -2 YEAR JANNE & JODY BRANDEN'iISURG

niversary day -a-d_.-,:,__?_....-__,y. e

an
Sunday| 3-6PM e —
MARCH 26, 2023 April 19) 2023

FAMILY FUN & ANNUAL MEETING Deerw' Odgc !ir}?’SICIub
i i)ui' S i
REGISTRATION AVAILABLE ONLINE, OR CONTACT
MICHELLE BRANLY (904) 886.8431
MBRANLY(@RIVERGARDEN.ORG

iy
T ke e
11401 0D ST. AUGUSTINE ROAD, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32258

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reserva-
tions for the luncheon are required.

The luncheon cost is $25 and must be
received by Thursday, March 16. To
make reservations and obtain payment
instructions, call Susie at (904) 885-
8952 or email her at spm104@aol.com.

Visit www.mandarinwomensclub.com
for more information on events, photos,
and membership forms.

Southside Newcomers Club welcomes
new members

The Southside Newcomers Club meets
the first Monday of each month at 10
a.m. at iHop, 3250 Hodges Blvd. Ladies
of all ages who desire to make new
friends and participate in a wide variety
of fun activities and regular monthly
luncheons in the Jacksonville area are
welcome to join and learn about the
club and meet some of its 150 members.

Prospective members may be new to

the area, have had a lifestyle change or
wish to enlarge their group of friends.
For more information, contact sncmem-
bership84@gmail.com or call (904)
683-4170.

Photo courtesy Dana Curish
Officer Installation at recent monthly luncheon.

Mandarin Community Club continues
Membership Drive

The 2023 Membership Drive for the
Mandarin Community Club is under-
way. The club has recently designed a
convenient online format for renewing
or joining, which is accessible through
its website, www.mandarincommunity-
club.org. The traditional means of secur-
ing membership through USPS mail is
still an option using the club’s physical
address of 12447 Mandarin Road, Jack-
sonville, FL. 32223

This year marks the Mandarin Com-
munity Club's 100th anniversary.
New members are always welcome and
invited to join. The Mandarin Com-
munity Club is a 501 C3 non-profit
organization.

Photo courtesy Mandarin Community Club
Historic Mandarin Community Club.

Housing market warms up for buyers
and sellers

It may only be March, but when it
comes to buying and selling homes in
Northeast Florida, it seems that spring is
already here.

“The weather is warming up and so is
the market,” said Northeast Florida As-
sociation of REALTORS® 2023 Presi-
dent Diana Galavis, noting that it seems
like the spring selling season has already
landed in Northeast Florida. Active
inventory gradually rose in January 2.6
percent to 5,011 units in the six-county
region, and the month’s supply of homes
has risen 57.5 percent since December
2022. This demonstrates a further sta-
bilization of the housing market, which
is something both buyers and sellers can
cheer about.

At 76, Northeast Florida’s Home
Affordability Index reflected a 4.1
percent increase in January from
December’s mark of 73, and a con-
siderable improvement from 2022’
low of 67 in October. The Housing
Affordability Index measures hous-
ing affordability for the region —
whether a typical family earns enough
to qualify for a mortgage on a typi-
cal home, based on current interest
rates, median income, and median
home prices. A higher number means
greater affordability. An index value
of 100 means that the average family
has exactly enough income to qualify
for a mortgage.

In January, the median sales price

of single-family homes in Northeast
Florida was $360,000, a mild 2.7 per-
cent drop from the previous month.
Pending sales in January rose 29
percent to 1,698, while new listings
jumped 34 percent to 2,650. The
median number of days on the mar-
ket in January was 55, a 14.6 percent
leap from the prior month. Mean-
while, closed sales dropped to 1,074,
which is a 34.9 percent decrease from
December 2022.

In Duval County, the January 2023
median price of single-family housing
was $308,000, a slight decrease from
December 2022 when it registered
$319,945. The median days on the
market in January was 50, a 28.2 per-
cent increase over December. Month-
to- month, closed sales dropped 36.2
percent to 547, pending sales rose 24
percent to 857, and new listings rose
34.8 percent to 1,357. Active inventory
for the county was 2,381 homes, an
increase of 2 percent from December
and a 4.4 month supply. In January, the
home affordability index showed hous-
ing was becoming slightly more afford-
able by registering at 88, an increase of
4.8 percent from the month before.

Got a Great
Local News Story?

Email us today! editor@floridanewsline.com
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Laura Renstrom, who is celebrat-
ing her 12th year as a volunteer
at THE PLAYERS, is also the
tournament's newest Vice-

Chair and the fourth female
chairperson. In her first year

of this prestigious position,

she said she is excited to take

on new challenges and is ready
to see the tournament play out.

As the newest Vice Chair, Ren-
strom is in charge of the Volunteer
Services Division, which oversees the
11 committees that basically ensure
that volunteers at the tournament
have the best experience possible.
Included are committees such as uni-
forms, Darlene’s Diner, credentials,
and volunteer transportation.

Renstrom is a trial lawyer with the
law firm of Holland & Knight, where
she specializes in commercial litiga-
tion, including product liability, tort
and class actions, as well as business,
insurance and contract disputes. She
lives in Mandarin with her husband,
Nathan and two young daughters,
aged four and two.

Q: What do you like best about liv-

ing in Mandarin?

A: T love the natural beauty of Man-
darin! On the weekends, you can
regularly find my family exploring a
new park or out on the water.

Q: How did you get started as a
volunteer?

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@floridanewsline.com
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Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates)
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

" NemetzDental Ass

P s. BRATLITTY - Rl ey - P

Photo courtesy Laura Renstrom
Laura Renstrom and family.

A: 1 was born and raised in Ponte
Vedra Beach and my dad was a vol-
unteer. I became involved with THE
PLAYERS at a very young age, first
serving as a youth runner and then in
middle school and high school I was
a standard bearer. After I graduated
from law school and returned to this
area, | wanted to get connected back
to the community so I started volun-

teering at THE PLAYERS as an adult.

My first position, which was great for
me, was as the assistant chair of the
standard bearers.

Q: What are some of the positions
you have held up to this point?

A: T've held a variety of positions,
including chair of the Benefactor’s
Tent, which was a hospitality venue
on the 17th hole. I was also assistant
chair of volunteer apparel and chair
of the offsite shuttle committee. This
called for some early mornings, like
4:30 a.m., as our volunteers shuttle
in from Davis Park and many shifts
start at 5 a.m. For the last two years,
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By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

I have been chair of the Tournament
Support committee. We call this the
“Swiss Army knife” of committees, as
these volunteers help wherever they
are needed that day. It was a lot of
fun and my day was spent coor-
dinating and tracking volunteers
and making sure everyone was

fully utilized.

Q: What was your favorite posi-
tion?

A: T'd have to say that the hospital-
ity position was very fun. The days
flew by. The spectators were having
fun, but the volunteers behind the
scenes were working hard to make
sure everything was seamless.

Q: What is it about THE PLAYERS
that keeps you coming back?

A: For me, it’s all about the commu-
nity, with the tournament’s commu-
nity involvement being the first thing.
I've always felt the need to give back
and be a part of something bigger
than myself. THE PLAYERS gives so
much money to charities and it’s very
moving to see the results. Secondly,
our volunteers are like family. So
many return year after year and I see
their special pride in being a part of
this event in our local area. It’s special
to be a part of it.

Q: What would you say to someone
who might be interested in volun-
teering at THE PLAYERS?

A: I'd say do it! We have more than
2,000 volunteers, but are always look-
ing for new ones for next year. Volun-
teer registration is in the fall. Across
the board, there are so many oppor-
tunities that you can pick an area that
interests you. All the information is
available at theplayersvolunteers.com.

African Violet cont. from pg. 1

On hand at the event will be member
experts to answer questions. Is your
treasured plant growing fewer or infre-
quent blooms? Is wick watering the best
way to water a violet? How often should
you fertilize? What type of fertilizer and
how much? How much light should
they get? Are LED lights beneficial?
How often should you repot?

And what are Gesneriads? They are
cousins to the African violet and like
the same growing conditions. Explore
the episcias, streptocarpus, primulinas,
alsobias, and many more.

The Heart of Jacksonville African Violet
Society has both experienced growers
and "newbies." These members share
the joy of growing plants and solve the
occasional difficulty that may arise from
common mistakes or setbacks.

Visit JacksonvilleViolets.org for more
information about "Pearls of the Plant
World,” club activities, and educa-
tional resources in print and video.

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS!

Advertise with
Mandarin NewsLine

[ ([ ° >
Linda Gay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com

Wlales

PEETAL CARE POR Tl N

Your New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223

Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210

Q Adult Dentistry:

(904) 886-4867

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

We offer

t4’r1’r Pediatric Dentistry

’ﬁ‘ Family Dentistry

' Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

& www.nemetzdental.com
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES DOWN
CLUES ACROSS
o 1. Woman (French) 29. Journalist Tarbell
1. Millisecond 35. Collegiate women'’s fraternity 2. Province of Pakistan 31. Bar bill
5. Narcotic drug 36. To the __ degree 3. This (Spanish) 34. Hong Kong food stall:

11. Accident 39. Gasteyer and de Armas are two 4. Transportation device ___ pai dong
14. Formal submissions 41. Blood type 5. Greater in importance 36. Not messy
15. Popular 70s rock band 42. Looked over or priority 37. Species that includes reedmace
18. Discourage from doing 44. Language of Cameroon and Chad 6. The human foot 38. Former MLB catcher Ed
19. More socially elite 46. Species of armadillo 7. Within 40. Northern U.S. state
21. Arid 47. Touch softly 8. Consumed 43. Wilt
23. A way to look 49. Part of your upper body 9. Respectful Malaysian term 45. Commercial
24. Heroes 52. Large, stocky lizards 10. Therefore 48. Bolivian river
28. A surfer rides it 56. Lack of social or ethical standards 12. Ceased to exist 50. Nursemaid
29. Potato state 58. Congressman 13. Type of macaroni 51. A car needs four
30. Insect repellent 60. Unofficial force 16. English composer 53. Guns (slang)
32. Cool! 62. As a result of this utterance 17. Wooded tract 54. American state
33. Have already done 63. A main branch of Islam 20. Tall, slender-leaved plant 55. Clusters of fern fronds

22. 36 inches 57. Body part

25. Take too much (abbr.) 58. A person’s brother or sister

= 26. Allow 59. Breed of sheep native to Sweden
- 27. Individually 61.Of 1
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BEVERAGES s =
BREAK 'De&ermx.v\e Ehe code ko reveal bthe answer!
CELEBRATE
COLLEGE
CONTEST
CROWDS
ESCAPE
FRIENDS
NOISY
OCEAN
PARTY
REFRESHMENTS
REVELRY 24 8 9 1 25 5
SEMESTER
SOUTH
SPRING
SUNSHINE
SWIMSUIT 1 2 5 4
TRAFFIC
TRAVEL
VACATION
WARM 5 2 21 13

Solve the code to discover words related to spring.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 9 = O)

<HArFF<EZOodmMm-SuumE2mMmu<nn
OCH=-I-Ooromrmmowdx>- M<CO-
CCLVVNUOAZEMUNOIHOZ<S<NZOX
Or<mXUNnuwoH=ET-H>»O0oWMmMICr
EUVHHEIOATTMIHUVUTIEHSAVLMC
DEXZO0XOPTMCUIVA-AIC=E<=T
“vroHdA<T<UVLIOSTOW>»-MO
ZVTOAOAXIMEHOAOVNTVN>II-<I
COV-HEWPUrHZIM=ZIVTHOEHO®
<SO-mMmMISESONZOoOH-A>»NA><I

WrIZ<VN2Z2Z<0I>0<T-HWOTI
MWOMNMIO=ESOrNr=2CEZIVEO>»O=RC
TCVWE=E==NCUTNUOCEmMPAMIE
EWXZTMXI>PAMHHIHOMAIZ0N
OHTT>XI—-AVMIT=EZINN>DC<L<IOZ2
A>PACOEZOrMmW<XIrZ23VOOOO
AMZHIVWZCLIAOrrMOMHODO
ZO0OXVVO>PIVITIPOFRFS-HW0Z2C<
H—nc=szocn=nvunumunom<=Z2=2n0-
44 VOHTMEZWOIFIIOTA<L<OM>

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.
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Community Marketplace
AIR CONDITIONING * PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL
RESIDENTIAL REMODELING ca II (904) 886-491 9
NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK for adve rtisi ng rates

904-737-6337
WatsonConstructionGroup.com

Building Services: CBC1263291 Plumbing: CFC057343
HVAC: CAC1816040. Electric: EC13010558

GENESIS HOME
HEALTH SERVICES

Debarah Hansen

Caring services 24 hours a day

. 3. Liia
Wﬂﬁls : _ og’sﬁ,?;,',de'lt'a’ " Wedding Officiant 7 days a week and phone sul')port when needed
I Create the Wedding’ Ceremony of Your Dreams Care that comes !0 you:
+Driveways -Walkways floridaconcreteworks.com debeh ¢ Personal & Companion Care
-Pavers  -Concrete Removal G ree Quote Today! ebrhan48@comcast.net * Respite Care .
+Patios Driveway Extension the homeowner snce 2002 * Memory Care P Lt

(904) 246-3348
www.genesishomehealthservices.com

Jacksonville, Florida | TEXT 904-568-0786

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

KIM MARSH ENTERPRISES CALL FOR CRAFTERS FElorida Blue @0

Fitness Without Limits : : : : . MEDICARE
e Mandarin United Methodist Women is segkmg If you are aging into Medicare
. J crafters for our 33rd annual craft festival. (64 & will be 65 soon)
Chair1 Fitness Instructor | L'—- - If you make handmade items and are interested, g %%htzzerngl;gx;ggﬁ,me
Certified . -
ertine ; please contact Darlgne at dgsquaredB@qmall.com You dom't have to tait il
904-891-8872 Crafters say this show is one of the best! October 15th to change your
1 /
chairfitd@gmail.com Medicare Advantage Plan!
www.everyonesable.com OCTOBER 7, 2023 904-496-6694 Melanie Markham
AT 11270 SAN JOSE BLVD., JACKSONVILLE, FL 32223 Melanie.Markham@bcbsfl.com Medicare Sales Agent

In home classes/senior living centers

SR e ] [ef [PAVERS CONCRETE & MORE| [0,/ / L Bt e

( 9 0 4) 2 9 4 173 5 . Dri"f:‘;;)gu;t“a]:ﬁl“l::;sla;c;a tios Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments
= * Cool Deck & Slabs -
* Pool Deck Remodel Paul OKIeVItCh
FREE ESTIMATES ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.

. . FL-5456A — LICENSED & INSURED
Multiple Stump Discount 904-651-5593 _
Licensed & Insured Licensed, insured, bonded (904) 268-1017 WWW'SnIpStree'Com

Free Estimate

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement Call for more info! (904) 886-4919




Dental insurance - Phy-
sicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Cov-
ers 350 procedures.
Real insurance - not
a discount plan. Get
your free dental info
kit! 1-855-526-1060
www.dentalb50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen ther-
apy users! Inogen One
G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only
2.8 pounds. Free info
kit. Call 877-929-9587

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! 50 Generic Pills
SPECIAL $99.00. 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espafiol

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a GEN-
ERAC home standby
generator $0 Down +
Low Monthly Pmt Re-
quest a free Quote. Call
before the next power
outage: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate

today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior
& Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18
months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional
installs. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts avail-
able. Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and
Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally,
super-fast internet no
matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/
mo! Unlimited Data is
Here. Stream Video.
Bundle TV & Inter-
net. Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

Become a published
author. We want to
read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing
trusted since 1920.
Consultation, pro-
duction, promotion &
distribution. Call for
free author's guide
1-877-729-4998 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/ads
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904.808.8544

Betty Griffin Center is Hiring Shelter Advocates. Help bring heal-
ing and hope to survivors.Email info@bettygriffincenter.org or call

LIFE ENRICHMENT COORDINATOR Would you enjoy leading crafts,
games and other activities for seniors? River Garden is seeking a
creative individual to join the Activities team. Recent experience
preferred, though not required. Apply in person or online https://www.
rivergarden.org/careers/

Looking for a good hand, must have reliable transportation and have
a general knowledge of Exterior cleaning windows and pressure
washing . Please contact@powwashjax.com

Genesis Home Health Services is now hiring CNAs & HHAs. We offer
competitive wages and all shifts are available. Some positions require
COVID vaccinations. Email resumes to info@genesishomehealthser-
vices.com or call (904) 246-3348 to apply.

For great clinical & Non-clinical Career opportunities in Jacksonville.
Please visit our website: ufhealthjax.jobs Sign on bonuses for Nursing
and other clinical positions

DISH TV $64.99 For
190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet.
Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some
restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires
1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

The Generac PWRcell
solar plus battery
storage system. Save
money, reduce reliance
on grid, prepare for
outages & power your
home. Full installation
services. $0 down fi-
nancing option. Re-
quest free no obligation
quote. 1-877-539-0299

Safe Step. North Amer-

ica's #1 Walk-in tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and
service. Now featuring
our free shower pack-
age & $1600 off - limited
time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Switch and save up to
$250/yr on talk, text
& data. No contract or
hidden fees. Unlimited
talk & text with flexible
data plans. Premium
nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. Limited
time get $50 off any
new account. Use code
GIFT50.1-855-903-3048

Attention Homeown-
ers! If you have wa-
ter damage and need
cleanup services, call
us! We'll get in & work
with your insurance
agency to get your
home repaired and
your life back to nor-
mal ASAP! 855-767-7031

MobileHelp, America's
premier mobile medical
alert system. Whether
you're home or away.
For safety & peace of
mind. No long term
contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936

Free high speed inter-
net if qualified. Govt.
pgm for recipients of

U DA o R L TR

Prepare for power
outages today

WITH & HOME STAMDEY GENERATOR

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(866) 643-0438
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- FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

& SAFENYSTEP

wWaAaLK-IN TuB

1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofia hew Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445
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select pgms incl. Med-
icaid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC, Veter-
ans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal.
15 GB internet. Android
tablet free w/one-time
$20 copay. Free ship-
ping. Call Maxsip Tele-
com! 1-833-758-3892

Caring for an aging
loved one? Wonder-
ing about options like
senior-living communi-
ties and in-home care?
Caring.com's Family

Advisors help take the
guesswork out of se-
nior care for your fam-
ily. Free, no-obligation
consult: 1-855-759-1407

Inflation is at 40 year
highs. Interest rates
are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Do you have
$10k or more in debt?
Call National Debt Re-
lief to find out how to
pay off your debt for
significantly less than
what you owe! Free

quote: 1-877-592-3616

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Exp-
ertsOver $50,000,000
in timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free info package
& learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations.
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

Art Festival cont.from pg.1

Japanese weaving technique) neck-
laces to accentuate the colors in

the gemstones. She fell in love with
Kumihimo braiding when she saw the
beautiful work of an expert at a fine
arts show. After making some time

in between her work obligations, she
took an intense course from that artist
and has never looked back. Kumi-
himo braiding combined function and
beauty when the braids were used by
the Samurai warriors to attach swords
to their sashes and to decorate the
handles of their weapons.

The Bionds go to wholesale gem
shows several times a year in search
of special stones to make their
jewelry pieces. They call it “treasure

hunting.” Sometimes it takes several
years for the design inspirations to
come. The Bionds are advocates

of continuous education; however,
most of their techniques have been
learned through irreplaceable “hands
on” experience. They say their goal
is to help beautify every person who
wears their creations. Visit www.
BiondoJewelry.com to see pictures

of their jewelry and their art show

schedule.

The 2023 Mandarin Art Festival will be
held Easter weekend, April 8 — 9, 2023
at the Mandarin Community Club. Visit
www.mandarinartfestival.org for more

information.
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. PopHisto

By Scott A. Grant
mail@floridanewsline.com -

Anyone who has ever flown to the west
coast and then back knows that the

trip home is shorter than the trip out.
That is because of the jet stream. The jet
stream is caused by the Earth’s rotation
and blows fairly consistently from west
to east at a height of four to eight miles.
The “river of air” can push an object,
like a balloon, at speeds from 100 to 275
miles per hour.

The Chinese government recently took
advantage of this to launch a spy balloon
that passed over the United States from
west to east riding the jet stream. Because
the Chinese balloon flew at extremely
high altitude, it traveled somewhat more
slowly than a balloon would at lower
alticude. This was not the first time that
a foreign power has used the slower mov-
ing, high altitude jet stream, against the
United States.

In 1944 and 1945, the Japanese
launched 9300 “weather balloons,”

each carrying an explosive charge. The
concept was developed at the Noborito
Laboratory, also known as the Imperial
Japanese Army’s Number 9 Research
Lab. They called the bombs Fu-Go. Japa-
nese scientists discovered the jet stream
in 1927 and they attempted to use that
knowledge against an enemy.

The Fu-Go were modified weather bal-

loons fitted with incendiary and anti-per-

9300 Luftballons

sonnel weapons. The idea was that they
would float across the Pacific and then
crash in the Pacific Northwest when they
ran out of fuel to stay aloft. The Japanese
hoped they would start fires, kill, and
spread terror. Most of the bombs crashed
harmlessly in the Pacific Ocean.

The trip across the ocean took three days,
a distance of almost 5,000 miles. Only
about 300 made it all the way. Those that
did were the first intercontinental weap-
ons used during warfare. A few exploded
in Montana. One landed in Mexico.
Some fell on Oregon and Washington,
but did not start fires because the forests
were too wet.

The US government knew about the
weapons, but decided to keep that
information a secret to avoid panick-

ing the public. In May 1945, a group of
Sunday School children stumbled upon a
balloon bomb while on a picnic near Bly,
Oregon. When they investigated their
discovery, it exploded. Five children and
the pregnant wife of the minister were
all killed instantly. They were the first
and only victims of the Japanese terror
weapon.

Scott A. Grant is a local historian and
author. He writes about things he finds
interesting and welcomes your comments at
scottg@standfastic.com.
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Jacksonville's Celebrate Reading Week is March 27 - Aprll 1

By Jeremy Yates

mail@floridanewsline.com

Do your kids and teens love reading
and talking about books? They could
win $100 in cash! All they have to do
is write about their favorite book (and
why others should read it). The most
persuasive book review from each age
group (kindergarten through second
grade, third through fifth grade, sixth
through eighth, and grades nine through
12) wins!

The “Celebrate Reading Week” Book
Review Writing Contest is accepting
entries now through March 10, 2023.
Email entries (up to 300 words) to
ilovebooks@coj.net with the reviewer’s
name, parent’s name, grade level and

contact information. You can also find
entry forms at the library. Winners will
be notified by March 29 and publicly

announced at a special event on April 1.

South Mandarin Library will be hosting
another Live from the Library program
during DCPS Spring Break. Don’t miss
Scaly Sensations with Wild Wonders, an
interactive, entertaining and educational
program with local and exotic reptiles.
Just be sure to register as spots fill up
quickly.

Our popular Little Readers storytime
(for ages birth to five years old) contin-
ues every Friday at the Mandarin Li-
brary at 10:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. Or join
us for Pop-Up Storytime in the park at

Mandarin NewsLme

eaches your

get market!

our business
of our readers!

Affordable Rates
Multi Issue Discounts

Complimentary Graphic Design

We make advertising easy...
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Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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Brian E. Floro DMD, PA
General and Family Dentistry

(904)268B-0B30 » www.florodental.com

Located near Guest and Brooks Rehabilitation
Corner of Loretto Boad and San Josae Blvd
Bled., Suite 211 -

Exams and Cleanings * Placing and Restoring Dental Implants
Extractions = Root Canals - Crowns and Bridges
Veneers and Teeth Whitening + Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

Whitening lor Lite!

99

Jacksonville, FL 32223
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South Mandarin Li-
brary every Thursday
at 10 a.m.

Do you know a
preschooler (aged two
through five) with
sensory sensitivities?
The new Sensory
Storytime meets at
Mandarin Library
Wednesdays at 11

a.m. and combines
traditional storytime
components with sever-
al supportive elements.

Read with Tenor, our friendly New-
foundland therapy dog at South Manda-
rin Library Saturday, March 11 at 2:30
p.m. and Wednesday, March 29 at 2:30

p.m.

Looking for hands-on Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Math (STEM)

books and activities? Here you go:

Homeschool Labs: Robotics at South
Mandarin Branch continues every
Friday at 11 a.m. through March.
Designed for teens and tweens (ages 10
through 14), they’ll learn what robots
do, how they move and get hands on
with some actual robots.

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Library

Celebrate Reading Week is March 27 - April 1.

You can also join us after school at the
Mandarin Library for Junior Scientists
(ages five through eight) Wednesdays at
3:30 p.m. Then, on Thursdays at 3:30
p.m. you'll train to be a “secret agent”
and learn the science of cryptology in
our new Junior Scientists: Spy Lab (ages
nine through 12).

If your little ones are artistically in-
clined, join us Tuesdays at 4 p.m. at
South Mandarin Library for Junior Art-
ists (ages five through eight) or Junior
Artists: Sculpture Lab Wednesdays at 4
p.m. (for artists aged nine through 12).

Find more programs and register online
at www.jaxpubliclibrary.org/events.

Retired Bolles teacher returns to share
family’s experience in Holocaust

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Bolles upper school social studies
teacher Jennifer Gomez welcomed
retired Bolles AP Art History and visual
arts teacher Helen Meatte, a second-
generation Holocaust survivor, to speak
with her U.S. History students about
the atrocities committed during this
dark time in history.

She began the discussion by describ-
ing the Holocaust as a slow and
deliberate process that led to tragedy
and the death of millions. Meatte
compared this series of escalations
engineered by the Nazis with a

frog being placed in a pot of water
that gradually comes to a boil. She
also taught the students about the
pyramid of hate, which begins with
prejudiced attitudes that develop into
acts of prejudice before intensifying

into discrimination, violence and,
ultimately, genocide.

Meatte asked the students about their
World War II studies before sharing
more about her family’s harrowing sto-
ries of loss, suffering and survival. Her
blonde, blue-eyed mother hid in plain
sight in Poland using forged papers and
went undetected for five years work-
ing at a slave labor camp. Her father’s
candy shop in Germany was confiscated
by the Nazis, but he was able to escape
and move to the United States. The rest
of their family wasn’t as fortunate, with
many perishing in Auschwitz.

Meatte visited the class as part of the
LJD Jewish Family and Community
Services Holocaust Survivors Speakers
Bureau. She said she feels called to share
her family’s stories to ensure history
doesn’t repeat itself.

ey

Bolles retired teacher Helen Meatte recently spoke to Bolles students about the Holocaust.

Photo courtesy Bolles



According to NOAA, we can expect
drought conditions until the end of April,
which coincides with our expectations
that spring is our “dry season” (hteps://
www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/). Unfortunately,
temperatures are predicted to be higher
than normal, so we should take particu-
lar care of new plants in our landscapes,
especially shrubs and trees. Making sure
there is sufficient mulch will help, and

if you are practically inclined you might
decide to install a simple drip irrigation
system: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publica-
tion/ae524.

With the warmer weather you are prob-
ably looking at your lawn and considering
what it needs. Please avoid “weed and
feed” products. If you have a problem
with annual weeds, use a pre-emergent
product before they start growing. (De-
pending on local conditions, there may
still be time before the end of February.)
Fertilizer should only be applied when
the grass is actively growing, otherwise
it’s simply wasted as it will leach away
before the grass has a chance to take it up.
Basically, weeds will start to grow before
the grass begins to green up, so there is
no optimum time to apply a combined
product for it to be properly effective.

For more details on fertilizing your lawn,
please see hteps://tinyurl.com/mr275wsc
and for understanding weed control, see
https://tinyurl.com/zhhvhanz.

UF has recently constructed a website for
homeowners wishing to grow citrus. As
you may know, “citrus greening,” spread
by the tiny Asian psyllid, has been plagu-
ing commercial citrus groves and has
spread to home landscapes. This disease
can be devastating to trees without a great
deal of management, but now there are
guidelines specifically for homeowners,
and there are newer cultivars available
that have been bred to be resistant to the

Spring decisions

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

disease. Here is the information you need
to choose, plant, and grow healthy citrus:
https://crec.ifas.ufl.edu/home-citrus/.

As our landscapes begin to green up, it’s

a good time to see if any prohibited inva-
sive plants have snuck in. These are plants
that have been proven detrimental to the
balance of our natural areas. They crowd
out native plants and provide next to no
benefits for our wildlife. An easy one to
spot is elephants’ ears, which spread easily
along ditches and waterways. Another is
the high-climbing cat’s claw vine, which
seeds itself around all too successfully. You
have probably seen it blooming up in the
treetops, and maybe have admired those
sunny yellow trumpet flowers. It’s not

to be confused with the fragrant spring-
ﬂowering native vine, Carolina jessamine,
Gelsemium sempervirens. But its beauty
is truly only skin deep. Mature plants
develop large tubers which are especially
hard to dig out along fence lines and from
beneath shrubs. I know from experience!
And weed killers have limited effective-
ness, although they can keep some top
growth down. To learn more, check

out https://floridainvasivespecies.org/
forhomeowners.cfm. This is a visual guide
to plants assessed by UF/IFAS: https://as-

sessment.ifas.ufl.edu/assessments/.

I've already found aphids on my collards,
so I'm using a relatively benign product,
insecticidal soap, to stop them spread-
ing. I¢’s too eatly for lady beetles to find
them, but when they turn up I expect
good things to happen. Nature has a way
of balancing itself if given a chance and
we need to do that at the personal level.
The way we manage our landscapes,
beginning with our soil, is so important.
For guidelines on how to do it, check
out the Florida-Friendly Gardening
Guide: hetps://fll.ifas.ufl.edu/. Happy
spring!
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Did you know?

Organic foods gaining popularity

The popularity of organic foods is un-
deniable. According to a 2021 survey
from the Organic Trade Association,
total sales of organic foods topped
more than $60 billion in 2020. Data
from Mercaris, which provides market
insight and analysis on organics and
non-GMO foods, supports that find-
ing and indicates that organic food
sales grew by 9 percent between 2009
and 2019.

During that same time period,

conventional food sales grew only

3 percent, which illustrates just
how popular organics have become
over the last decade and a half. And
despite being a year marked by a
pandemic and the considerable
economic uncertainty it unleashed,
2020 proved to be an especially
good year for organics.

Mercaris reports that organic food
sales increased by 13 percent in 2020,
which serves as another indicator that
consumers are increasingly demanding
organics over conventional foods.

Mandarin Garden Club gets crafty

with seniors

Photos courtesy Juliet Johnson

A group of kindly and artistic Mandarin Garden Club members helped Wyndham Lakes Assisted Living Center’s own
garden club members decorate pine slices — bringing a connection between nature and garden art into their lives.
Residents painted flowers, leaves, and butterflies on each wood slice to decorate their rooms. The Mandarin Garden

Club, 2892 Loretto Road, is a non-profit organization that relies on fundraising to support the club and its gardens. The
gardens (designated by the National Wildlife Federation as a Wildlife Habitat) are open to the public to enjoy and learn
about the beauty of nature from dawn to dusk, except during special rental dates. Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org

for more information,

EXPLORE LUXURY SENIOR LIVING IN JACKSONVILLE

Retire in style. Whether it's personalized care,

luxury spa experiences, or exciting events and fine

dining you're seeking, our award-winning

senior living community allows you to thrive.

This is HarborChase. Come celebrate with us.

Fx
HarborChase

Independent & Assisted Living
Memory Care

Mandarin

12350 San Jose Blvd. | Jacksonville, FL 32223
(904) 584-9806

Experience

HarborChase
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

B

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

License #W-32

] 3760 KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com [

Although the calendar says it's March, it
might as well be April because it seemed
like we skipped February. I can’t believe
how many 80 degree days we had last
month. We'll see how much that jump
starts spring fishing for us.

Specks are still biting, but expect them to
be more scattered as those that are done
spawning return to deeper haunts and

a few late to the party will occupy the
shallower waters. You may have to put in
some time searching for them as you fish
shallow and deep until you find where
most of them are. I like using jigs for

this since you can cover the whole water
column.

Bass fishing is also a good bet this month.
I typically start transitioning to bass fish-
ing in mid- to late February as the speck
fishing gets tougher and the big female
bass start moving to edges waiting to bed.
Whether you like throwing artificials

or shiners, it’s a great month to catch a
giant.

Jimmy'’s Fishing Report

By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

Smaller redfish and sheepshead are show-
ing up in the river, so you definitely have
a reason to venture out to the main river.
We caught shrimp in March last year, so
it might be worth throwing the net a few
times to get some bait until the season
closes at the end of the month. Docks,
shell beds, and points are good places to
try if you find some shrimp.

Surf fishing is picking up and as soon as
the beach water temperatures get 65 de-
grees and warmer, pompano will be back
in the picture. Whiting will be too, but
a lot of them have stuck around through
the winter. Target clean water with high
quality bait like clams, sand fleas, and
the freshest shrimp you can get for best
results. I'll buy live shrimp from the bait
shop and use that.

Hopefully the 90 degree days hold off just
a little longer so we can enjoy some great
fishing in comfortable weather. Tight
lines.

Special Olympics Florida comes to
Jacksonville Equestrian Center

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

The Jacksonville Equestrian Center,

a multi-purpose facility managed by
Northeast Florida Equestrian Society/
H.O.R.S.E. Therapies, Inc., a non-prof-
it organization offering adaptive equine
therapy programs with therapy horses,
is hosting Special Olympics Florida for
Equestrian Sports on March 5, 2023
for the first time since the COVID-19
pandemic. The qualifier will include
equitation, working rail, pole bending
and barrel racing events.

The Special Olympics Florida’s mission
is to provide year-round sports training
and competition in a variety of Olym-
pic-type sports for people with intellec-
tual disabilities who wish to participate,
giving them continuing opportunities
to develop physical fitness, demonstrate
courage, experience joy and participate
in the sharing of gifts, skills, and friend-
ship with their families, other Special
Olympics athletes, and the community.

“We are thrilled to welcome back
Special Olympics Florida in 2023. This

year, we're able to align their mission
with NFES/H.O.R.S.E. Therapies,
Inc., which works to provide adaptable
riding programs and equine therapy to
the Jacksonville area,” said Sam Sykes,
equestrian, Special Olympic coach

and program director for the NFES/
H.O.R.S.E. Therapies, Inc.

Visit jaxhorsetherapies.org for more
information.

Photo courtesy HO.R.SE. Therapies

Special Olympics Florida for Equestrian Sports will be
held at the Jacksonville Equestrian Center on March 5,
2023
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Nutrition
Check

March is National Nutrition Month,
which is when it is important to
focus attention on the importance of
making informed food choices and
developing sound eating and physi-
cal activity habits. As part of this
month’s celebration, a goal is to in-
crease the awareness of RDNs as the
indispensable providers for food and
nutrition services and recognize their
commitment to helping people lead
happy, healthier lives. In light of this
month being about celebrating nutri-
tion and working towards improved
eating habits, I thought we could go
over a couple of inclusive, supportive
eating habits.

1. Develop a mindful eating pat-
tern: Mindful eating is an approach
that focuses on an individual’s
sensual awareness of the food and
their experience of the food. Ways
this can be achieved is:

* Pay attention to food you eat to
include balance, moderation, and
variety

* Eat slowly to enjoy the food’s taste
and flavors

* Listen to your body’s signals of full-
ness and hunger

2. Enjoy food traditions and social

The
Pantry
Raiders

St. Patrick’s Day began as an op-
portunity to honor St. Patrick, the
patron saint of Ireland, who was
credited with bringing Christianity
to this island nation. Through the
years, St. Patrick’s Day has trans-
formed into a celebration of Irish
culture as well as a day for fun and
fanfare — and no celebration would
be complete without delicious food.

Although corned beef may not be
the most authentic representation of
Irish cuisine, it certainly has become
synonymous with St. Patrick’s Day.
During the early influx of Irish im-
migrants to North America, corned
beef was more readily available than
some other cuts of meat from the
Emerald Isle. When cooking St.
Patrick’s Day dinner this year, the
process can be made even easier
with the use of a slow cooker. Try
this recipe for “Corned Beef and
Cabbage” from “CrockePot® 365
Year-Round Recipes” (Publications
International) from the CrockePot
kitchens.

Corned Beef and Cabbage
Makes 6 to 8 servings

12 new red potatoes, quartered

National Nutrition Month

By Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RD and Rayonna Hills BS
mail@floridanewsline.com

experiences:

* Be creative when eating, try a new
dish or cuisine to explore different
taste and textures

* Be open to cultural traditions while
eating

* Pair eating with socialization with
friends, family, or others

3. Appreciate foods’ flavors:

* Savor each bite of your food
* Eat slowly, one bite at a time
* Try new flavors and experiment
with diverse spices and seasonings

This month, step out of your com-
fort zone and try something new
when it comes to how you eat and
what you eat. The tips listed above
are just a few ways that you can in-
corporate new ideas into your food
culture. If you are ever unsure or
would like to know more ways to
improve your diet, do not hesitate
to consult a registered dietitian nu-
tritionist (RD/RDN). Visit www.
eatright.org/find-a-nutrition-expert
to find a nutrition expert.

Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN,
CLC, FAND is an assistant professor
in the Department of Nutrition and
Dietetics, Brooks College of Health,
University of North Florida.

Get into the Irish
spirit

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

4 carrots, sliced

1 corned beef brisket (about 4
pounds)

2 onions, sliced

3 whole bay leaves

8 whole black peppercorns

1 head cabbage, cut into wedges

1. Place potatoes and carrots

in bottom of slow cooker. Add
brisket, onions, bay leaves, and
peppercorns. Add enough water to
cover brisket. Cover; cook on low
4 to 5 hours or on high 2 to 2 %2
hours.

2. Add cabbage. Continue cook-
ing on low 4 to 5 hours longer or
on high 2 to 2 2 hours longer.
Slice brisket against the grain, and
serve with vegetables.

P

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Corned Beef and Cabbage
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Annual Yard Sale

Saturday March 18

7am to 1pm

All proceeds directly support missions and outreach

Donations of clothing, household items, toys, tools, holiday decor and small furniture accepted through March16th
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Do you know that female friend-
ships can actually increase your
longevity? Research claims females
receive physical, emotional, and
mental benefits from spending time
with like-minded women. That
makes prioritizing friendships very
worthwhile.

Girlfriend getaways (taking a trip with
your female acquaintances) become
one of the best ways to support and
enjoy others and yourself. I suspect the
same holds true for males, so it seems
logical to encourage guy getaways and
male bonding.

I recently attended a Sweet Magnolias-
themed girlfriend getaway in Natchi-
toches, Louisiana. The small town in
north-central Louisiana became the
setting for the hugely popular movie
(“Steel Magnolias”) released 35 years
ago. The 1988 film maintains staying
power because the story is real, written
by Robert (Bobby) Harling, about his
sister, Susan, and his family living in
Natchitoches.

The female blockbuster cast featuring
Sally Field, Shirley MacLaine, Dolly
Parton, Olympia Dukakis, Daryl Han-
nah, and a very young Julia Roberts
attracted attention and gained star
power. While the authentic setting en-
hances the film’s impact, the emotional
links and encouragement the characters
give one another makes the poignant
story timeless.

Girlfriend Getaway in Louisiana

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

To my surprise, I learned the movie
was entirely filmed on location and on
a sound stage in the area. Many local
residents played parts.

[ stayed in the gracious Sweet Magnolia
House, a bed and breakfast inn that
became the main character’s home and
wedding reception site in the film. The
grounds stood as the backdrop for the
outdoor party, decorated with pink ac-
cents in Shelby’s favorite colors: blush

and bashful.

The house next door acted as Ouiser’s
house (Shirley MacLaine’s character),
and the American Cemetery, a few
blocks away, worked as the site for
Shelby’s funeral. Today a pocket park
rests between those locations, dedi-
cated to Susan Harling Robinson, and
features a flowing fountain and the
Natchitoches walk of fame plaques to
the stars.

Follow the Steel Magnolias Trail (pick
up a copy at the Visitor’s Center), and
you'll recognize the beautiful hillside
on either side of the Cane River as the
location of the Christmas Festival and
Easter Egg Hunt. Those two annual
celebrations continue to be held there
today.

Natchitoches makes a delightful
getaway because almost everything

is within walking distance except St.
Augustine Church, where the film’s
wedding ceremony took place. It’s an
easy drive. I was fascinated to learn that

904.271.6060

© Baptist Health 2023

Learn more about WolfsonChildren’s family of ERs at
WolfsonChildrens.com/ER.

14550 Old St. Augustine Rd.

Bobby Harling, the author, acted in
the role of the priest. And I got to meet
91-year-old Lori Tate, who portrayed
the groom’s mother.

Historic Front Street offers an array

of fun, interesting shops, boutiques,
and restaurants. Don’t miss Kaffie-
Frederick General Mercantile Store,
which features “good old days” items
like hardware, housewares, cookware
and kitchen supplies, classic toys, and
gifts. The original freight elevator still
works, and the 1910 cash register rings
up sales.

While in Louisiana’s oldest city, drop
into Fort St. Jean Baptiste, established
in 1714. The state historic site tells

the stories of the early Natchitoches
settlement. A replica of the original
fort, a museum and interpretation from
period-dressed docents, brings the his-
tory to life.

-
=
k]

The area’s No. 1 choice for
children’s emergency care.

When it’s your child and it's an emergency, you want the best care available, close to home.
The Wolfson Children’s Emergency Center at Baptist Medical Center South gives you
and your family the convenience of a full-service children’s ER with a dedicated team of

emergency physicians, nurses and other caregivers.

 BAPTIST

: Wolfson
Medical Center Children’s
South .

Hospital

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
Steel Magnolia House Bed and Breakfast.

Nearby Melrose Plantation is home to
nine historic buildings and a collec-
tion of work by world-famous Afri-
can American folk artist Clementine
Hunter, who lived and worked there.

No trip to Louisiana is complete with-
out indulging in tasty cuisine. Meat
pies are the local specialties, and La-
syone’s Meat Pie Kitchen is the place to
go. I recommend the crayfish pie, even
for breakfast! The recipes have been
handed down through generations with
deep Southern roots.

I encourage you to visit Natchitoches,
but even if you don't get there, plan a
girlfriend getaway soon.

More information: Natchitoches.com

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Landers stories
and travel tips.
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