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Photos courtesy Jaclyn Rodriguez
Luminaria Ceremony after the rain.

Relay for Life
2023 surpasses
fundraising goal

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

“Lights, Camera, Cure” was the local
theme at this year’s Relay for Life of
the First Coast, held on April 22 at
Nease High School. According to the
American Cancer Society’s Senior De-
velopment Manager Jaclyn Rodriguez,
it was a traditional Relay in a shorter
time frame than years past, but all went
smoothly.

“The weather was beautiful up until
about 6 p.m., right before the luminar-
ia ceremony, when we had a 15 minute
downpour,” Rodriguez said. “After that,
though, we had a beautiful rainbow.”

Relay for Life is the American Cancer
Society’s signature national fundraising
event and it has been around locally for
many years. According to Rodriguez,
pre-Covid there were four Relays in
the area, but post-pandemic they have
combined them into one big event.
This year, there were approximately

50 registered fundraising teams, with
about 15 of them showing up with a
tent at the event. (Teams can fundraise
outside of the event itself.)

Relay for Life cont. on pg. 14
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Finding kinship with the earth:
Kayak company promotes connecting to the

natural world

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

Most of the lessons AyoLane Halusky
shares on the water while kayaking
could easily be applied to all aspects
of life.

“If you look at the object that you
don’t want to go towards, you will go
right to it. If you look at the object
you want to go towards, you will go
right to it,” Halusky said on a recent
kayak trip while explaining how to
navigate the waters. “It is all about
perspective.”

Such is life.

Halusky founded Earth Kinship
Kayak Tours and Nature Education a
little over a year ago, offering kayak
tours and nature immersion experi-
ences all around Northeast Florida.
This includes overnight trips plus
forest and spirit therapy led by Certi-
fied Forest and Nature Therapy Guide
Summer Crider.

“It is my attempt to create a deep
ecology and really connect to the nat-
ural world on an interpersonal level,”
said Halusky, who lives in Elkton.

Halusky grew up in Fruit Cove with
a love of nature from an early age in
part thanks to his parents, who were
both Extension agents. Summer visits
with his grandfather in Pennsylva-
nia got him interested in native and
indigenous cultures.

“I grew up with nature. It was always
a place to learn from and to grow
from,” he said. “It was all about con-
nections.”

Halusky made that connection when
he was 16 years old, attending one
of his father’s Earth Stewardship
conferences. It was attended by a lot
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of people from the Native American
community, people who expressed
many of the same thoughts Halusky
had been quietly feeling all along.

“I would talk to trees, and they would
talk back. I was told that I was crazy,”
he said. “One of the nature elders
said similar things. It saved my life.
We have to find where we belong to
prosper.”

Halusky graduated from the Savan-
nah College of Art and Design with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree special-
izing in metalsmithing. After college,
Halusky became an Outward Bound
instructor, traveling all around the
United States for eight years. Once
he moved back to Florida, Halusky
began working for the University of
North Florida recreating its eco-ad-
venture program and wildlife sanctu-
ary. Later, Halusky got a job with St.
Johns County in Parks and Recreation
as the St. Johns County Naturalist.
After that, Halusky felt a pull to start

Photos courtesy AyoLane Hulusky
AyoLane Hulusky on a recent tour.

Earth Kinship.

He is most passionate about ethical
ecotourism.

“Let nature come out and talk to us.
That is when the magic happens,”
said Halusky. “Decrease the distur-
bance level. If you look into nature,
nature will look into you. You will
literally see yourself in nature.”

For Halusky, ethical tourism means
respecting the well-being of all spe-
cies, leaving no trace in the environ-
ment, guiding with certified profes-
sionals, keeping numbers low to
reduce disturbance and practicing a
passive wildlife observation approach.

“In my humble and little opinion

of how the world works, I see the
Earth as a conscious organism,” said
Halusky. “When I am by myself, my
interactions with the natural world
involve uniting on a relationship level

Earth Kinship cont. on pg. 12
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The medrm! specfnhsts at our JTB Hernun facility
are available for preventive health screenings,
injury and illness visits, and surgical consultations.
Imaging services are also available by appnm tment or referral.
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UF Health East
NOW OPEN

UF Health East is part of a new three-story, 54,000-square-foot medical facility,
offering specialty appointments, as well as outpatient surgeries and MRI services.

- Foot and Ankle - Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Multispecialty services at  ° Gastroenterology -« Orthopaedic Surgery
UF Health East include: ° General Surgery « Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
- Neurology - Urology
- Neurosurgery »Vascular Surgery
- Women's Specialists
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Visit UFHealthJax.org/east to learn more.
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Natural Farm Rawhide Chews
Favorite Friend:
Kong Air Squeaker
How did your BFF get her name:
She likes to “kick” up mischief!

~\

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions
above before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw
the BFF contest in Ponte Vedra NewsLine. Your pet could be our BFF
of the month and appear in Ponte Vedra NewsLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

Don't miss our July issue!
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8 gy e Call Linda Gay today to reserve your space!
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of the month
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Last month's Mystery Photo was the “Hello" sign at Nocatee.
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'20% OFF
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priced item

Valid in-store at the participating stores
listed. Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird
Food, Optics, Gift Cards, DSC
Memberships, Campania Baths or Sale
Items. Cannot be combined with other
coupons/discounts. Offer expires 6/30/23
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Council on Aging offers interest groups
at the COA Center at Flagler Health+
Village at Nocatee. Meetings are free and
self-guided except for the Caregiver’s Sup-
port Group. Advance registration for clubs
and meetings is required; email pbrunell@
Stjohnscoa.com or call (904) 819-3234.
Tuesday clubs include: Caregiver Support
Group, 1 p.m. - 2 p.m,; and Widows and
Widowers social group, second and fourth
Tuesday of each month, 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday groups include: Mah Jongg
Meet-up, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m,; and Genealogy
Group, 1p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Palm Valley Market is held inside the
Palm Valley Community Center at 148
Canal Road, every Tuesday from 10 a.m.

- 2 p.m. The market offers fresh produce,
baked goods, local honey, tea, seasonal
treats, soap, jewelry, plants and more. Visit
the Palm Valley Market Facebook page for

more information.
2nd: The GTM Research Reserve
will hold a new volunteer ori-
entation on June 2 from 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Learn about volunteer rules and respon-
sibility as well next steps to volunteering.
Complete the volunteer application online
(www.gtmnerr.org) before attending.
Contact Abigail Kuhn at Abigail Kuhn@
FloridaDEP.gov to assure that your applica-

tion was received.
3rd: The Ponte Vedra Writers
Group will meet on Saturday,
June 3 at 2 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library. The speaker will be Jen-
nifer Wolfe, founder and director of Women
Writing for (a) Change, Jacksonville. She
will lead a writing circle based on the
theme, "And Justice for All" The meeting is
free and open to members and non-mem-
bers alike. Visit www.floridawriters.org for

more information.
4th: Singers by the Sea will pres-
ent its yearly spring concert,
“The Joy of Singing" at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday,
June 4, at Palms Presbyterian Church, 3410
3rd Street South in Jacksonville Beach. This
volunteer community choir, co-directed by
Becky Schumann and Teresa Mowbray, is a
group of 40 singers that performs through-
out the year at senior centers, retirement
communities, and churches. Among the
songs in this year's spring program are
“The Cloths of Heaven," “Fly Away Medley,’
“Lean On Me," “Do Wah Diddy Diddy," and
“Goin’ to the Chapel.’ The concert is free,
and all are welcome. Visit www.singersby-
thesea.org for more information.
6th: Vicar's Landing March
Boutique Sale will be held on
Tuesday, June 6 from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 1000
Vicar's Landing Way. The public is wel-
come. The sale includes household items
and furnishings as well as jewelry and
framed art. The Vicar's Employee Scholar-
ship Fund receives all of the proceeds.
Cash or checks only please. Contact
Beverly Webb at (904) 315-2610 or Mary
Lane Johnson at (904) 612-9277 for more
information. Note: Tuesday, July 4is a
national holiday and there will not be a
July Boutique sale. The next sale will be
Tuesday, August 1from 11a.m. - 1p.m.

6th: Bingo will be held at THE PLAY-

ERS Community Senior Center,
175 Landrum Lane, on Tuesdays from 1
p.m. - 2 p.m. for four weeks beginning
Tuesday, June 6. Contact Suzanne Duvall at
(904) 209-3659 for more information and
to register.

6th:

Essential Tremor — Meet,
Greet & Educate will be held on

7
7 smiles by

GLENOS &« HADGIS

ORTHODONTISTS

TWO STATE-OF-THE-ART LOCATIONS

Free Initial Visit
0000

904.79.SMILE (797.6453)

Voted
Best Orthodontist

|RontelVedra

Tuesday, June 6 at 11 a.m. at Baptist Health-
Place at Nocatee, 400 Colonnade Drive,
Suite 130. In addition to tips and tricks
from attendees, the featured speaker is
Moses Taylor from Cala Trio, a non-invasive
wristwatch-type device to treat ET. RSVP
to Jan Kary at jkary@verizon.net or (202)

438-6750.
7th: Coastal Friends will host its
monthly luncheon on June 7 at
Marsh Landing Country Club, 25655 Marsh
Landing Pkwy. in Ponte Vedra Beach from
Ta.m. - 1:30 p.m. Guest speaker will be
Susan Phillips, president and CEQ of the
St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & The Beaches
Visitors and Convention Bureau. The cost
of the luncheon is $25 and reservations
must be made in advance by contacting
bartshar@comcast.net as soon as pos-
sible. Visit https://coastalfriends.wildapri-

cot.org for more information.
8th: Free Tech Help with David will
be held on Thursday, June 8 from
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra
Beach Branch Library. Drop in for tech
assistance with your Android, Apple, and
Reader devices; no RSVPs required. Visit
https://sjcpls.org/branches/ponte-vedra-
beach-branch/ for more information.

9th: Food Truck Friday will be held
on June 9 and June 30 from 5:30
p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at Nocatee Station Field.
This event is open to the public.
] Zth: The St. Johns County Civic
Roundtable will meet on Mon-
day, June 12 at 12 p.m. at St. Augustine Wa-
terworks building, 184 San Marco Ave. in
St. Augustine. The topic will be “What hap-
pened in Tallahassee during the Legisla-

tive Session.’ Email info@sjcroundtable.org
to register for the meeting or visit www.

sjcroundtable.org for more information.

] 4th: SHINE representative
available to answer Medi-

care enroliment questions on June 14 at
COA Center at Flagler Health+ Village at
Nocatee, at 351 Town Plaza Avenue, Suite
205. Individual morning appointments are
available; call (904) 814-9407 to schedule.
]7th: The Nocatee Farmers Mar-
ket: Kickoff to Summer will be
held on Saturday, June 17 from 10 a.m. - 1
p.m. at Nocatee Station Field. The Farmers
Market is open to the public.
] 9th: Ponte Vedra Democratic
Club will meet on Monday, June
19 at 5:30 p.m. for Chat & Chew before the
6 p.m. meeting at the Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library, 101 Library Road. Featured
speaker Dr. Elizabeth Brown, Professor at

UNF will speak on the challenges facing
higher education. Email edwarren152@

gmail.com for more information.
The Red Cross will host a

2 an:
free presentation on hur-

ricane preparedness on Thursday, June
22 at 11 a.m. at THE PLAYERS Community
Senior Center, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte
Vedra Beach. Call Suzanne Duvall at (904)
209-3659 for more information.
29th: Monthly Birthday Bash

at THE PLAYERS Community
Senior Center, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte
Vedra Beach. Enjoy birthday cake and the
music of James Cargill as June birthdays
are celebrated on Thursday, June 29 from 11

a.m. - 12 p.m. Call Suzanne Duvall at (904)
209-3659 for more information.

Florida's Number 1

Youth Soccer Program
Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS & CAMPS NOW OPEN

Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations

www.FIoridaEIiteSA-.-uc':_om

X




Q: Can you shed some light on the
background of the new state law regu-
lating golf cart use?

A: We recognize that golf cart communi-
ties are popular in St. Johns County and
we are in support of them, but our office
has noticed an increase in younger drivers
of the golf carts that just was not safe. The
previous statute allowed drivers as young
as 14 to operate golf carts on public road-
ways where the speed limit is 25 mph or
less. Once we identified that youth with
no driving experience were getting hurt
driving golf carts, we approached Rep.
Cyndi Stevenson and House Bill 949 was
drafted. Sen. Erin Grall was our senate
bill sponsor. Our team spent a lot of time
educating them on the issues, including
that we were not interested in regulating
low speed vehicles, only golf carts.

It’s interesting that this new law actu-
ally takes us back to a state law that was
in place until the early 2000s, before it
was changed to allow golf cart drivers as
young as 14. We are basically returning
to a previous law.

Q: What does the new law require?

A: The new law, which went through mul-
tiple committees in the House and Senate
before being unanimously approved on
the floor of both houses and signed into
law on May 11 by Gov. Ron DeSantis,
will be effective on July 1 of this year.

It requires golf cart drivers to be at

e Tenderness

e Swelling or bruising

with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick

least the age of 15 and with a learner’s
permit. The reason why is that all the
legislators agreed that at least with a
learner’s permit, there has been some
training on rules of the road.

Failure to abide by this law may result
in a non-criminal, moving traffic viola-
tion citation, punishable with a fine and
points assessed on the driver’s license. (A
moving violation standard fine is $166
and three points on a license.)

Q: How does your office intend to
enforce this new law?

A: The first thing we are doing is a big
educational push. Once the kids are

out of school, we will work through

our community partnerships to educate
them about it. This is also where we
need the assistance of parents; they need
to take a mentorship role.

We're not planning on writing tickets
immediately and this law is not in-
tended to be a punishment. It’s the right
thing to do to keep everyone safe. We
know this will save lives.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you with any questions
or suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.

org or call me at (904) 824-8304. Also,
our website, www.sjso.org has a wealth
of resources, from alarm registration to

Crime Stoppers to our Neighbors app.

Ponte Vedr;/e”y;/m June 2023 | Page 5

with St. Johns County School Board Member Kelly
Barrera, District 4

Q: As the school year winds down,
what do you have to share?

moving from Palm Valley Academy
to Julington Creek Elementary.
Zachary Strom will serve as Palm
Valley Academy’s new principal
after having served as assistant
principal there since the opening of
the school. We look forward to his
leadership.

A: I am super excited about the
Class of 2023 finishing strong. It is
always fun to celebrate our gradu-
ates. This is also the time of year
that we have leadership changes
and as we continue to grow we will
always have these changes. This
year in District 4, we say goodbye
to Dr. Joy Reichenberg, who is

Q: Do you have any kudos to
share this month?

Q&A with Kelly Barrera cont. on pg. 6

Photo courtesy St. Johns Couty School Dstrict
K- 8 school “NN" in Shearwater, under construction as of April 17, 2023.

Foot and ankle pain doesn’t have to be your normal.
But how do you know when it's time to see a doctor?

If you're experiencing any of these 5 symptoms, you could be making your
foot or ankle worse by waiting:

e Difficulty standing or walking

e Feeling a “pop"” with immediate pain e Excessive redness or open skin

Jacksonville Orthopaedic Institute physicians are experts in foot and ankle conditions, offering pain
management, physical therapy, non-invasive and minimally invasive procedures.

If more advanced treatment is needed, we offer innovative new options that could speed your
recovery and help you get back on your feet again.

Physicians providing care at Baptist hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospitals. Jacksonville Orthopaedic Institute specialists are employed by Jacksonville Orthopaedic Institute, Inc.

Get back on
your feet again.

Why live with foot and ankle pain?

Mark Gould, MD, a foot and ankle
specialist with Jacksonville Orthopaedic
Institute, is conveniently located at
Baptist Beaches, 1350 13th Avenue
South, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250.

Mark Gould, MD

Call us today for an appointment!

904-JOI-2000 (564-2000)

lJi_BAPTIST = (_])ACKSONVILLE
WiEarn | £ PTHOENS

© Baptist Health 2023
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America’s ONLY vintage

sci-fi toy & arcade museum...
here in Northeast Florida!
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COLLECTION
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An experience like no other!

Call (904) 834.3109 ext. 109 to book your visit today!
151 Sawgrass Corners Drive | Suite 104 | Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
bilottacollection.com

Mention this ad &
receive 10% off
admission!

Wednesday — Saturday 10:00am to 6:00pm
Sundays 12:00pm to 5:00pm
Closed on Easter, Thanksgiving, & Christmas

- TEN-TIME RECIPIENT
GOVERNOR’S GOLD SEAL AWARD
FOR EXCELLENCE IN LONG-TERM CARE
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Request The Best

When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care
following a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request the
best. During your stay, our #1 priority is to help you regain

your best quality of life and maximize your independence.

» Spacious therapy center

* Green, lush campus

BEST

_USNews ~

 Individualized treatment plans
* Highly skilled, specialized therapists
* Available 7 days a week

—
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RIVERGGARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

Eiﬂ_!lm Scan Code to Request
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RiverGarden.org
904.886.8419

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

District 4
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Q: What’s the latest on the Pine
Island Road/US 1 intersection that
has proven to be so dangerous?

A: This back road from Nocatee that
also has Pine Island Academy on it
has become very heavily traveled and
it has become dangerous to make a
left onto US 1 (across four lanes of
traffic) as well as a right turn (be-
cause there is no merge lane on US
1). Our Transportation Summit in
March with our Tallahassee legislative
delegation allowed us to show them
how important this project is. The
project was fast tracked and we were
able to secure the funds this legislative
session to put in a light at this inter-
section sooner rather than later. It
usually takes about three or four years
to get a traffic signal installed, but 'm
told this one should be done within
two years. The county’s transfer sta-
tion and pet center on Stratton Road
(on the west side of US 1) share this
intersection and will also benefit from
a traffic light. This will definitely save

lives.

Q: Can you share your thoughts on
workforce housing?

A: I’'m all for teachers, nurses, and
firemen obtaining housing. 'm trying
to be on the side of the person who
needs the home. I'm not in favor of
higher density housing to accomplish
this. I'd rather see developers who
desire to have, for instance, a sher-
iff’s deputy with a car in the drive-
way in their neighborhood, perhaps
offer incentives like lower interest
rates or pricing. I think workforce
housing should require a minimum
amount of time that the home must
be owned and a 30-year mortgage.
Builders are proposing to offer homes
for $270,000 and as a small percent-

with St. Johns County Commissioner Krista Joseph

age of their proposed community in
order to get approval for their proj-
ect. I called a bank and found that
the minimum required income would
be $60,000 — $80,000 for this price
of home; police officers and teachers
don’t generally make that much. I
think the way this is being marketed
needs more details.

Q: Can you comment on the trans-
mittal approval of The Landings at
St. Johns in the May 16 Board of

County Commissioners meeting?

A: This is the first time since I've
been on the board that we’ve sent

a transmittal to the state for such a
large project. I voted against it due
to the concerns of neighbors as well
as increased traffic and impact on the
schools.

Q: What’s the latest on the potential
land development change to protect
trees?

A: The other commissioners agree to
hear information from staff on this
issue and I believe the presentation
will be at an upcoming board meet-
ing, possibly June 20. I would recom-
mend anyone interested in attending
to check the meeting agenda when it
comes out to make sure. I think this
presentation will just be informa-
tional. I plan to talk about why I'd
like to keep Florida beautiful and not
like a moonscape. Trees sell homes
and make real estate more valuable.
They really make developments look
so much nicer.

Q: What is the best way for our
readers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at becdk-
joseph@sjctl.us or call me at (904)
679-2620.

Q&A with Kelly Barrera cont. from pg. 5

A: On April 25, we celebrated our
American Youth Character Awards
students. Representing District 4
were:

Nease seniors: Gavin Bickerstaff,
Francesco Caruso, Kalani Laughlin,
Lauren Pease and John Alves.

Nease juniors: McKenzie Cherry,
Amber Fields, Thavy Lanh, Rylie Lar-

kin, Gabriel Mitchell, Thanh Pham,
Hailey Pitches and Shay Stacey.

Ponte Vedra seniors: Ava Heinz,
Maddox Johnson, Ella McCarthy,
Zeta Washington, and Brett Reed.

Ponte Vedra juniors: Benjamin Black,
Cooper Bradshaw, Sasha Crowe, Kali-
dora “Kali” Jackson, Sofia Mclntosh,
Maya Richards, Nastasia Solomou
and Peyton Wright.

Also, we celebrated our Take Stock in
Children program participants and
scholarship recipients. Nease scholar-
ship recipients Joseph Lepera and Ce-
line Taylor were mentored by Danny
Gurr and Diane Farmer.

Q: What else do you have to share
with District 42

A: This summer, schools as well as
the district office will be going to a
10 hour a day/four day work week,
like many colleges and other school
districts. The four days that schools
and the district offices will be open
are Monday through Thursday.

The district just went through our
five-year accreditation process and we
are pleased to have exceeded what we
expected. We received many com-
mendations from the accreditation
committee, but still have some areas
we want to work on and start mov-
ing towards with our strategic plan
process in the coming months.

Finally, we are still recruiting teachers
in all certification areas. The district
will host a Teacher Recruitment

Fair on Monday, June 26 from 11
a.m. — 4 p.m. at Nease High School.
Interested applicants can find more
information and register online at
www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/recruitment/

jobfairs/

Q: How can our readers contact
you?

A: They can email me at kelly.bar-
rera@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at

(904) 547-7510.
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Higher mortgage rates impact summer
selling season

Mortgage increases appear to be having
a big impact as the Northeast Florida
housing market heads into the busy
summer selling season. Closed sales,
pending sales, and new listings dropped
in April, indicating that many home-
owners who hold mortgages with low
interest rates have decided to stay put,
wait, and see what the future holds as far
as mortgage rates go. Meanwhile buyers
have been dismayed to discover that, al-
though they may have a better selection
of single-family homes on the market
due to increased inventory, prices were

also slightly higher in April.

“Just like the seasons, the market has
changed,” said 2023 Northeast Florida
Association of Realtors President Diana
Galavis. “The fluctuating interest rate
has put some buyers and sellers on
pause; however, there are still buyers
who are choosing homeownership. This
is reflected in a low month’s supply of
inventory, which has contributed to
moving the median sales price up.”

STe JOHNS
a

For Northeast Florida’s six counties, the
median price of single-family residences
inched up 2.8 percent to $370,000 with
the price per square foot rising by $4 to
$202 from March to April. Meanwhile,
closed sales plummeted 19.2 percent to
1,757; pending sales fell 3.6 percent to
2,097, and new listings decreased 1 per-
cent to 2,950. Active inventory rose 5.5
percent to 4,667 and the median days
on the market quickened by 10 percent
to 36 days.

In April, single-family homes became
slightly less affordable with the Home
Affordability Index dropping from 76
the month before to 74. The Housing
Affordability Index measures housing
affordability for the region, as it mea-
sures whether a typical family earns
enough to qualify for a mortgage on a
typical home, based on current inter-
est rates, median income, and median
home prices. A higher number means
greater affordability. An index value of
100 means that the average family has
exactly enough income to qualify for a
mortgage.

A\

College or
retirement? Save
for both.

How can you plan for
their college and your
retirement at the same
time? Call me today,
and | can help.

Mike Wynn, AAMS™
Financial Advisor
820 Ala N, Suite W13

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
904-834-714
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“Factors such as inflation, rising interest
rates, and the cost of goods and services
play a role in home affordability,” Gala-

vis said.

In St. Johns County, April 2023 median
prices pretty much remained stable at
$555,000 for single-family homes. The
median days on the market were 38,2 5.6
percent increase from the month before.
Month-to-month, closed sales fell 8.6
percent to 426, pending sales dropped 2.3
percent to 520, and new listings decreased
4.7 percent to 751. Active inventory rose
to 1,346 homes, an increase of 8.5 percent
from March 2023, and 3.2-month sup-
ply. The affordability index remained the
same at 49, demonstrating that St. Johns
County continues to be the most expen-
sive area to live in the region.

Small Business Week winners
announced

The 31st annual Small Business Week
Celebration took place this month at the
University of North Florida on May 5.
During this event, attendees heard key-
note speaker Ron Hetrick, senior labor
economist at Lightcast, speak about how
the demographic drought will reshape
business with the unprecedented labor
shortage. Following the keynote, the
U.S. SBA presented its Small Business
Week awards, which spotlight outstand-
ing contributions of North Florida busi-
ness leaders, lenders and champions.

North Florida District Small Business
Advocate of the Year: Ken Middleton,
Chief Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and

Belonging Officer, Jacksonville Transpor-
tation Authority

North Florida District Rural Business
Owner of the Year: Ashley Wood, owner,
Simmons and Co. DBA Callie Kay’s
General Store

North Florida District, State of Florida
and Region IV Overall Women’s Busi-
ness Center of the Year: Jacksonville
Women’s Business Center. Accepted by
Jackie Perrault, Director North Florida
District Small Business Person of the

Year: Tomas Santos-Alejandro, owner and
CEQ, Advent Services LLC

Top 7(a) Lender by Dollar Amount: Live
Oak Banking Company

Top 7(a) Lender by Number of Loans:
TD Bank

Top Certified Development Company
by Dollar Amount and Number of
Loans: Florida First Capital Finance
Corporation, Inc.

Top First Mortgage Lender: Ameris
Bank

Top Community Lender by Dollar
Amount and Number of Loans: Cogent
Bank

Top Community Credit Union: McCoy
Federal Credit Union

Top Micro-Lender: Black Business In-
vestment Fund

Personalized financial

advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise &

Financial

| Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Chris Thompson

CFPPCRPC®
Financiai Advisor
Associate Manager

904.380.2290

. 4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
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Guest Column

Tax roll, budgets, and TRIM notices

By St. Johns County Property Appraiser Eddie Creamer
On June 1, my office will submit the
2023 St. Johns County Tax Roll to the
Florida Department of Revenue for ap-
proval. We will also submit the Tax Roll
to each of the local taxing authorities so
that they may begin preparation of their
2023 — 2024 annual budgets.

At the same time we will submit our
office’s budget to the Florida Depart-
ment of Revenue for approval. I am very
pleased to report that our budget for
fiscal year 2023 — 2024 has been reduced
by 13.19 percent. The Property Ap-
praiser’s budget has increased by less than
2.5 percent per year during my tenure as
Property Appraiser. Our approved budget
and our monthly financial statements are

available on our website.

The Just Market Value of properties for
this year’s Tax Roll is $83.5 billion. That
is a 30 percent increase over last year. The
Taxable Value of properties is $46.8 bil-
lion, a 19 percent increase over last year.
Taxable Value in our county has more
than doubled over the past seven years.
We assess 163,636 parcels, an increase

of almost 20 percent over the past seven
years. The Property Appraiser assesses
parcels under the oversight and guidance
of the Florida Department of Revenue
and in accordance with the Florida Con-
stitution and Florida law. When property
values increase, especially as rapidly as
they have in St. Johns County, without
action by the taxing authorities (who set
the tax rates), your taxes increase.

After approval and advancement of the
Tax Roll by the Florida Department of
Revenue, we will again submit the Tax
Roll to the taxing authorities on July 1.
At that time the taxing authorities will
finalize their proposed budgets and tax
rates and our office will prepare Truth in
Millage (TRIM) notices for mailing Aug,.
18. The TRIM notice will be available

at www.sjcpa.gov on the same day. The
TRIM will show each property owner
what their taxes were last year, what they
are proposed to be this year, and what
they would be if the taxing authorities
rolled back rates. “Roll Back” indicates
the tax rate the taxing authority would
set to collect the same amount of money
from the taxpayers as in the previous tax
year. It should be a guide to assist taxing
authorities in controlling budgets and

keeping spending in line with mea-
sures such as inflation. The TRIM also
contains the dates and times of public
hearings held by each taxing authority to
discuss their budgets.

I encourage property owners to carefully
review their TRIM notices, contact our
office or me personally at (904) 827-
5520 or eddie@sjcpa.gov, to ask ques-

tions or discuss the information.

And please attend the budget meetings
held by the taxing authorities. The taxing
authorities and our elected officials need
to hear from you. St. Johns County is a
wonderful place to live, work, and raise a
family. We can assure it remains that way
when each of us become involved in the
process.
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Summer reading volunteer
opportunities available

RSVP of St. Johns County is look-
ing for community members to assist
once a week in the summer reading
program in the St. Johns County
School District. Hours are flexible
and can be arranged around summer
travel.

Orientation for reading volunteers
will be Monday, June 5 from 10

a.m. — 12 p.m. at the Fullerwood
Auditorium, 10 Hildreth Drive in St.
Augustine.

“There are students who can greatly
benefit from the help of those willing
to give just a small amount of their
time,” said Cheryl Freeman, RSVP
director. “Assistance from community
volunteers can make all the difference
in helping these students succeed.”

To make a training reservation or for
more information, contact RSVP at
(904) 547-3952 or Cheryl.Freeman@
stjohns.k12.fl.us.

Civic group accepting grant
applications

The Ponte Vedra Women’s Civic
Alliance (PVWCA) is accepting ap-
plications through June 30, 2023 for
its $10,000 grant. The grant will be
awarded to a 501(c)3 nonprofit orga-
nization located in St. Johns

County or to an organization that
serves the Beaches area including Pon-
te Vedra Beach, Jacksonville Beach,
Neptune Beach and Atlantic Beach.

Visit www.pvwca.com to request an
application and to review the grant
guidelines. The Ponte Vedra Women’s
Civic Alliance (PVWCA) is a non-
profit organization established in
2011 to foster friendship by working
together for the good of the commu-

nity. The alliance awards grants yearly.

St. Johns County launches new brand -
Florida at First Sight

St. Johns County recently announced
the launch of a new countywide brand
developed to showcase and reflect the
unique assets of the community. The
new brand, created based on extensive
community research, highlights the
attributes that make St. Johns County
unique, including its waterways, natu-
ral resources, history, and abundant
opportunities for outdoor activities.
The brand embodies those assets with
its tagline — Florida at First Sight.
The branding project has been sup-
ported and funded in part by the St.
Johns County Industrial Development
Authority (IDA).

“In St. Johns County’s 200-plus year
history, this is the first time that a
brand has been developed for the
county,” said Hunter Conrad, County
Administrator for St. Johns County.

The new brand, designed by St.
Augustine-based company Future
Friends, will be used throughout

the various county departments and
implemented in phases. In the coming
months, residents can expect to start
seeing the new branding reflected

on the county website, social media,
vehicles, and staff uniforms. The
county seal will remain in use and will
be limited primarily to official records
and documents pertaining to the St.
Johns County Board of County Com-
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missioners.

The new brand will also be at the
forefront of St. Johns County’s
economic development efforts when
marketing to potential businesses
looking to relocate or expand in St.
Johns County. These marketing ef-
forts aim to provide more high-wage
jobs for St. Johns County residents
and increase the county’s commercial
tax base. Having a brand that high-
lights the natural and historical assets
of the community will strengthen that
effort.

Boy Scout to host community event on
garden conservation

Boy Scout Nicholas Storm of Troop
277 in Ponte Vedra Beach will host a
community event on Saturday, June 3
from 10 a.m. — 12 p.m. at the Prayer
Garden he created last year at Lord
of Life Lutheran Church, 276 North
Roscoe Blvd. He'll talk to the public
about the aspects of the garden he
made with conservation in mind:
plants and flowers native to Florida,
drought- resistant, and selected to
attract pollinators, birds, and but-
terflies, as well as other tips. Markers
have now been placed in the garden
to identify the plants.

Following the talk there will be two
activities for kids: making a butter-
fly puddler to attract the butterflies,
quench their thirst, and provide
essential minerals; and creating a
natural pinecone bird treat.

Storm conducted research prior to
creating the garden, including speak-
ing to the St. Johns Audubon Society,
took a course at The Rattlesnake Con-
servancy at Tree Hill Nature Center,
and consulted with local businesses
including Kathy’s Creative Gardens
on Roscoe Boulevard.

Coastal Friends welcome president of
visitors bureau

Susan Phillips, president and CEO
of the St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra &
The Beaches Visitors and Conven-
tion Bureau (also known as the St.
Johns County Visitors and Conven-
tion Bureau) will be the guest speaker
at the next Coastal Friends monthly
luncheon on Wednesday, June 7 from
11 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. at Marsh Land-
ing Country Club. The mission of the
Visitors and Convention Bureau “is
to brand and market the destination
globally as a premier leisure, conven-
tion and business destination.”

Phillips’ talk should prove to be both
informative and educational as the
group finds out more about this area
and fun things to do.

Marsh Landing Country Club,
located at 25655 Marsh Landing
Pkwy.,will serve field green salad,
baked Tuscan chicken with risotto,
broccoli, and a flourless chocolate
torte. Open to the community, the
cost to attend this luncheon is $25.
Reservations must be made in advance
by contacting the luncheon chairman
at bartshar@comcast.net as soon as

possible.

Coastal Friends is a social group

of women who live in Ponte Ve-
dra Beach, Nocatee, Jacksonville,
Jacksonville Beach, Atlantic Beach,
Neptune Beach, St. Augustine and
the surrounding area. Formed in
1998, some of the activities offered
by Coastal Friends are adventures and
outings, book club, bunco, canasta,
happy hour, lunch in, lunch out,
Mah Jongg and wine socials. Lun-
cheons are held the first Wednesday
of every month except for July and
August, yet all other activities will

Briefs cont. on pg. 11
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Jane Cottrell always wanted to be a
dog owner, specifically a pug owner,
but her work as a nanny prevented
her from getting one. Originally
from England, Cottrell, 65, came

to the United States when she was
29 years old to work as a nanny for
California Senator John V. Tunney
in Los Angeles. She spent 10 years in
that position and found that it was
quite a fun adventure, taking summer
trips to the Kennedy compound with
the family. Jane also graduated from
UCLA in 1998, summa cum laude
with a bachelor’s in anthropology.
She later attended what was then the
Culinary Institute of California and
earned her Pro Chef 1 certificate in
hopes of using her newfound cook-
ing skills in her job. She did. Next
Cottrell moved to New York City and
took another nanny position for two
lawyers, who ultimately divorced.
Cottrell promised the eight-year-old
boy she nannied that she would stay
until he graduated high school. She
did. Meanwhile, Cottrell had met her
future husband, photographer Chris
Cottrell, in New York City after a
friend suggested that they meet.
Cottrell, who lived in Ponte Vedra
Beach, was in the city for work, and
the two instantly hit it off. Ironi-
cally, Chris is also from England,
and the two shared a love of run-
ning. A month after the high school

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

6

graduation of the boy
she nannied, the Cottrells

got married, and the boy was in the
wedding party. The Cottrells then
settled in Ponte Vedra Beach. Enter
Bodie, the couple’s first pug rescue,

a three-year-old from Pug Rescue of
Florida/Georgia. Three years later,
the couple rescued Spanky, who was
10 years old and blind. Little did
they know that Spanky would inspire
so much more. While they were told
that Spanky did not play much or
run around because of his blindness,
they found that once they got him
comfortable in their home, he acted
as though he could see, running
through the house and later along
the beach. Jane’s business, “Blind But
Not,” was created in 2015 as a way
to thank and support pug rescues.
Jane got the idea to knit items to
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- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

Photo courtesy Chris Cottrell
Jane Cottrell

sell and donate the funds to various
rescues. There was just one problem:
she needed to learn how to knit. So,
she did. Jane started with dog scarves
and then added dog blankets, stuffed
“BoBo” bones, place mats and iPad
covers as well as custom orders. She
has raised $62,000 for pug rescues all
around the country so far with a goal
of reaching $100,000.

Q: How did you learn how to knit?

A: T taught myself how to knit from
a YouTube video. I started with dog
scarves for a long time. Then, I de-

cided to start a little business on Etsy

and added dog blankets which were
a huge hit. All the money from the
scarves goes to various pug rescue
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By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

organizations. I give a percentage of
everything else that I sell on Etsy to
the rescues.

Q: What attracted you to pugs?

A: Pugs are one of the oldest breeds

and were bred specifically to be com-

panions. As a result, they are remark-

ably sweet, but full of personality at
the same time. I always loved pugs.
I find them to be so cute to look
at.

Q: What'’s the story behind
Banksy’s name, the pug you got
after Bodie and Spanky passed

away?

A: Banksy was six when we adopted
him. His name is a combination

of Bodie and Spanky’s names, and
Banksy, the famous artist, is from
Bristol, the same town where Chris
was born in the UK.

Q: Tell us about your family.
A: I have two stepchildren, Ellie, 33,

who lives in England and works in
recruiting and Chappy, 30, who is in
the wine business in California. My
husband, Chris, is a photographer
and takes all the photos that you see
on my website.

Q: What do you like to do in your

free time?

A: We like to go hiking. Our big
hobby now is Banksy and agility
training. It is somewhat unusual for
a pug, but he has a lot of energy. It
is like an obstacle course, and we
work with a trainer. Banksy is really
getting the hang of it, and he is such
a superstar.

[Author’s note: Visit blindbutnot.com
to learn more about Blind But Not.]
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS

1. In a place to sleep

5. Chemical compound (abbr.)

8. A way to fish
11. Classic Linklater film “

and Confused”

13. Legume
14. Indonesian island

15. Smooth, creamy substance
16. Arctic
17. Wood sorrels

18. Defied

20. Cattle

21. Tableland

22. Honorably retired and
retaining one's title

25. Repossession

30. Danced
31. Adult males

32. A type of section

33. Type of Japanese animation
38. Satisfaction
41. Fit
43. “Ain't No Sunshine” singer
45. Failure
47. Israeli city
49. French river
50. Cavalry-sword
55. Nocturnal S. American rodent
56. Liquefied natural gas
57. Afflicted
59. Electronic counter-
countermeasures
60. Popular HBO fantasy series (abbr.
61. Spiritual leader of a
Jewish congregation
62. Large body of water
63. _ kosh, near Lake Winnebago
64. Impudence

CLUES DOWN

1. Payroll firm
2. Unit of transmission
3. Rockers Better Than
4. Bambi is one
5. Highest parts of something
6. Correct behavior
7. Batty
8. Cyprinid fishes
9. Expression of sorrow or pity
10. Site of the famous Leaning
Tower
12. American rocker Snider
14. W. African language
19. Symbol to mark for removal
23. _ Squad
24. Resident
25. Federal savings bank
26. Paddle
27. Returned material
authorization (abbr.)
28. One point south of due east

34. Last or greatest in an indefinitely
large series

35. Anger

36. Central European river

37. First responders

39. Spanish noble

40. Persons with absence of skin
pigment

41. Defunct airline

42. Small island (British)

44, The extent of something from
beginning to end

45. Capital of Bangladesh

46. Dutch cheese

47. Imitates

48. A contest of speed

51. Swiss river

52. Prejudice

53. Actor Idris

54. UNLV’s are Runnin’

58. Criticize

29. Winter melon

SUN & SAND WORD SEARCH
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reveal the answer!

BASKET
BEACH
BOARDWALK
BREEZY
BRIGHT
COASTAL
CRASHING
FOAM
LAUGHTER
MARINE
O0CEAN
RELAXATION
RIPTIDE
SAIL
SANDCASTLE
SANDY
SEAWEED
SUNGLASSES
SURFING
SWIMMING
SWIMSUIT
TAN
UMBRELLA
UNDERTOW
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Solve the code to discover words related to the beach.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 2 = 8S)

2 10 4 2 25 24 4 14

2 25 5 23 14

11 5 18 13 24 4 12

NOXMWI-MAXWNI>PWHWO-AZITNON
NOONOOHZVOZVNI>PZU<X<XOW=
VT IHFOIWVW<EIOX<ICTWO>
COUPHIEIIMAHArooOCAmM=2x
—HOE<VCONXPATHUOZ=Z=>=H
CZ>OXITHOAOCWEIIXHI<ANZZ
MHTOOOHIWVWZHMXAXr=2wVWCEITXMm
ETMCPEPI>ONZXPOXMOETUO-HOW
X ITVNrMHANO-SCrHFNOHMFCUOW
MCO-H—-P>PIUNCIHCEIDZ=Z=W22>IX
ZVEPHZA-S-MCETVLUVUTINETON
VNVUNFESZHIE-SNUOEXVOTM® 2
EXXOMCUOTMIII>PrrhmaIw=EC
HErFrH>»>VMmMHXON»OCAHAFVLM>ON
EWIrMXOIOCVNO<XP>PIOTN<O=Z
VI I IM<L<EW<L<PIWETNICNI>DETH
couvm>»uUuor—-HrI>NN-SZO0XMNmMm
HEFC=EmMWOW>»Z20N>0V-IrMOC=EZ0O=
- ACMONHEZOIMMFEF>X>=-HOZT
ZZ2Z2U9<Xr<oX=Zoso-Hm»xmo=zcr

22 18 26 14 2
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.

St. Johns County names Scott Bullard as Fire Chief

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Scott Bullard has been named Fire
Chief for St. Johns County Fire
Rescue. Bullard has served as In-
terim Fire Chief since Chief Jeffrey
Prevatt retired in December 2022.
The St. Johns County Board of
County Commissioners will consider
the confirmation of Bullard as Fire

Chief at a future County Commis-
sion meeting.

“Chief Bullard has proven himself to
be diligent, considerate, trustworthy
and has the full endorsement of ad-
ministration to help guide the vision
of the future for St. Johns County
Fire Rescue,” said Hunter Conrad, St.
Johns County Administrator.

Chief Bullard is a 21-year member of
St. Johns County Fire Rescue who has
served the department in operational
ranks of firefighter, engineer, lieuten-
ant, captain, and battalion chief. He
holds a bachelor’s degree from Colum-
bia Southern University in Fire Ad-
ministration, an associate’s degree from
Florida State College at Jacksonville in

Designation from the National Fire
Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

Chief Bullard was selected as the 2013
Fire Rescue Paramedic of the Year and
has been instrumental in developing
several department initiatives, such as
the Firefighter Development Program
and the Live Fire Instructor Training
Program.

Fire Science, and the Managing Officer
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Dental insurance -
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Com-
pany. Covers 350
procedures. Real
insurance - not a
discount plan. Get
your free dental info
kit! 1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.
com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is ca-
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neric Pills SPECIAL
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Prepare for power
outages today with
a GENERAC home
standby generator $0
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Pmt Request a free
Quote. Call before
the next power out-

age: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter
estimate today.
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty &
professional installs.
Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally,
super-fast internet
no matter where you
live. 25 Mbps just
$59.99/mo! Unlim-
ited Data is Here.
Stream Video. Bun-
dle TV & Internet.
Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

Become a published
author. We want
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Job Finder:

Join our team! We're hiring medical professionals at all levels at multiple
locations. Visit UFHealthJax.org/jobs and click on “UF Jacksonville Physi-
cians" to see openings.

Westminster St. Augustine in World Golf Village is currently accepting ap-
plications for CNA, LPN and RN. Must be currently licensed in the State of
Florida and CPR certified. Apply at: WestminsterStAugustineFL.org EOE,
DFWP - “We honor those who have served.’

Westminster Woods on Julington Creek is looking for full and part time
3pm-Tlpm nurses to work in our Skilled Nursing Facility. Please apply
online at https://westminstercommunitiesfl.org/careers/

to read your book!
Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since
1920. Consultation,
production, promo-
tion & distribution.
Call for free author's
guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For
190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some re-
strictions apply. Pro-
mo Expires 1/31/24.
1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-in
tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and ser-
vice. Now featuring
our free shower

package & $1600
off - limited time!
Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Switch & save up to
$250/yr on talk, text
& data. No contract
or hidden fees. Un-
limited talk & text
with flexible data
plans. Premium
nationwide cov-
erage. 100% U.S.
based service. Call
1-855-903-3048

MobileHelp, Amer-
ica's premier mo-
bile medical alert
system. Whether
you're home or
away. For safety &
peace of mind. No
long term contracts!
Free brochure!
1-888-489-3936

ents of select pgms
incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pen-
sion, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal.
15 GB internet. An-
droid tablet free w/
one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping. Call
Maxsip Telecom!
1-833-758-3892

Caring for an aging
loved one? Wonder-
ing about options
like senior-living
communities and
in-home care? Car-
ing.com’s Family
Advisors help take
the guesswork out
of senior care for
your family. Free,
no-obligation con-
sult; 1-855-759-1407

Free high speed in-
ternet if qualified.
Govt. pgm for recipi-

Inflation is at 40 year
highs. Interest rates
are way up. Credit

Prepare for power
outages today

WITH & HOME STAMDEY GENERATOR

S0 NOWET DONN = LW WMONTELY PAYMENT OFTIONS

REGQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(866) 643-0438

GENERAC
—

FREE
R e
[re—
b ke

Fd

1 — - e P ; Sl’gc
| —i-Call today and receiveaw
= FREE SHOWER PACKAGE

4~  PLUS $1600 OFF
SAFENYSTEP
e wWALK-IN TuB
B -1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofja hew Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchasg. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer a}lime of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Do you
have $10k or more in
debt? Call National
Debt Relief to find
out how to pay off
your debt for signifi-
cantly less than what
you owe! Free quote:
1-877-592-3616

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Time-
share Cancella-
tion ExpertsQver
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt & fees
cancelled in 2019.
Get free info package
&learn howto getrid
of your timeshare!

Free consultations.
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most
local MLB Games!
Choice Package
$89.99/mo for 12
mos Stream on 20
devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Are you a pet owner?
Do you want to get
up to 100% back on

vet bills? Physicians
Mutual Insurance
Company has pet
coverage that can
help! Call 1-844-774-
0206 to get a free
quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/ads

Diagnosed with
lung cancer? You
may qualify for a
substantial cash
award - even with
smoking history. No
obligation! We've
recovered millions.
Let us help!! Call
24/7,1-877-648-2503

Briefs cont. from pg. 8

continue during the summer months.
New members are welcome through-
out the year. Contact brookemeis-
ter@msn.com for more information

on how to join.

BRAVE, which stands for Be Re-
silient and Voice Emotions, is
designed to reduce stigma and
create conversations around mental
health. Initially launched in part-
nership with the St. Johns County
School District, the program has

with St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit Court and
Comptroller Brandon Patty

Program to offer daily mental health
support through text-based service
Flagler Health+’s BRAVE program
will gift 800 subscriptions of Cope
Notes to middle and high school
students in northeast Florida. Cope
Notes is an added resource BRAVE
makes available to teenagers to im-
prove their mental health, along with
the BRAVE text line and an extensive
list of qualified counselors. Flagler
Health+ has purchased the yearly
subscriptions to Cope Notes, which
will be made available, free of charge.
The text-based service, which is 100
percent anonymous and confidential,
helps youth train their brains to com-
bat stress, anxiety, loneliness, depres-
sion, and more. Reports show that 86
percent of users experience improved
mental health within 30 days.

“Cope Notes is an invaluable resource
for teenagers to combat the mental
health issues they face daily,” said
Paige Stanton, executive director of
Care Connect+, which administers
BRAVE. “We are excited to be able
to offer Cope Notes subscriptions to
continue the great progress that is
being made in making teens aware of
the tools available to help improve
their mental health.”

already made a significant impact.
Before BRAVE’s implementation

in St. Johns County Schools, only
35 percent of students referred to
mental health providers were seen
by a medical professional. With

the BRAVE program, that rate has
increased to 90 percent. Since its
founding five years ago, and despite
the pandemic, BRAVE has expanded
into more school districts, includ-
ing Clay, Nassau, Putnam, Flagler,
and Volusia, with the ability to assist
more than 167,000 students.

With a Cope Notes subscription,
youth receive a text message each

day that offers peer support, positive
psychology, brain training, and digital
journaling with no appointments,
wait lists, or diagnoses necessary. The
program works to train a user’s brain
to differentiate between healthy and
unhealthy habits through repetition,
disruption, and adaptation.

Flagler Health+ has already begun to
distribute the subscriptions through
BRAVE clients to middle and high
school students in the five north-
east Florida school districts it serves.
Students can also obtain subscrip-
tions directly through their respective
schools.

Q. The County observed May as Na-
tional Historic Preservation Month.
How does this relate to the Clerk’s
Office?

A. The St. Johns County Clerk of
Court has a rich history that dates
back to 1821. The first Clerk’s Office
location in St. Johns County was at the
Governor’s House. This was estab-
lished shortly after East Florida was
transferred from Spain to the United
States. The first deed recorded in the

13, 1821. Even in the early 1800s, the
clerk’s responsibilities included record-
ing official records relating to property
transactions.

Historic Preservation Month was an
opportunity for the Clerk’s Office to
showcase some of the records we've
preserved since the establishment of St.
Johns County. Many records remain
available for viewing in our office and
some are on display at the St. Augus-
tine Historical Society.

Q. Does the Clerk’s Office provide
any opportunities for students to
gain valuable professional experience
while on summer break?

A. Our Internship Program is designed
to expose college students and high

new U.S. Florida Territory was on Sept.

school juniors and seniors, ages 16 and
up, to a career in local government.
This program will allow students to
learn the vital roles the Clerk’s Office
provides to residents by maintaining
official records, collecting and distrib-
uting county funds, and many other
important functions. All duties per-
formed to assist the judiciary in court
proceedings. There are paid and volun-
teer internship opportunities available.
To apply, please email COCHumanRe-

sources@stjohnsclerk.com.

Q. Are there any opportunities for
other members in the community to

volunteer at the Clerk’s Office?

A. The Clerk’s Office recently launched
the Clerk Ambassador Program which
allows community volunteers to assist
the office by greeting those seeking
clerk services, assisting with wayfinding
throughout the judicial complex, and
support during jury selection. To apply,
please visit our website.

Q. How can St. Johns County resi-
dents stay up to date on the latest
developments with the local Clerk of

Court and Comptroller’s office?

A. The Clerk’s Office publishes a

monthly email newsletter to share ser-

Q&A with Brandon Patty cont. on pg. 14
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The
Pantry
Raiders

Salads are best during the midsummer
when they can be comprised of fresh
and ripe ingredients plucked right
from the garden. This recipe for “Au-
thentic Greek Salad” from “Clueless in
the Kitchen: Cooking for Beginners”
(Firefly Books) by Evelyn Raab is ideal.

Authentic Greek Salad
Serves 4 to 6

4 medium tomatoes, cut into ¥2 -inch

chunks

1 seedless English cucumber, cut into

15 -inch chunks
1 small red onion, diced

V5 cup Zorba the Greek Dressing (see
below)

4 oz. feta cheese, crumbled (about 1

cup)

V2 cup black olives (kalamata or other
brine-cured ones are best)

Salt and black pepper, to taste

In a large bowl, toss together the to-
matoes, cucumber and onion. Add the
dressing and toss to mix. Sprinkle in
the feta cheese and olives, and toss gen-
tly. Taste the salad, adjust the seasoning

This refreshing
salad makes a meal

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

with additional salt and pepper if you
think it needs it and serve immediately.

Zorba the Greek Dressing
V2 cup olive oil

3 tbsp. lemon juice

1 tsp. crumbled dried oregano
V5 tsp. Salt

Y4 tsp. black pepper

In a small bowl, whisk together all the
ingredients until combined. You can
keep any leftover dressing in the fridge
for about a week.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Authentic Greek Salad.

@ Flagler Health+

HEALTH
COACHING

Whether you goal is weight loss,
improving fitness performance,
lowering cholesterol, or managing
diabetes, receive the tools to
address your physical and mental
wellness so that your results

last a lifetime. In-person visits in
Nocatee or virtual appointments

available.

Most health insurance
plans accepted.

Earth Kinship cont. from pg. 1

and on a kinship level. It is a symbio-
sis relationship. I am trying to bring
others to it.”

Crider, who owns an educational
media company called “The Giving
Cypress,” feels the same way.

“The essence of forest bathing is
sensory immersion in the ambience
of the forest. We walk slowly and
notice things. We feel the touch of
the breeze on our skin; we notice
the intricate details of a flower or

a beetle, take in the sounds of the
creek or ocean and the movement of
trees in the wind,” said Crider, who is
deaf. “Out in nature, if we really pay
attention and slow down to its pace,
we will find that it recalibrates our

soul and helps calm us, opening up
awareness about our bodies, mind and
heart.”

Back on the water with Halusky,
there is a point on a kayak tour
when he will encourage a “quiet sit.”
No phones. No talking. Just take a
breather to sit in observance of the
environment. It is a pause that isn’t
easy for everyone.

“People usually take the first five to
six minutes to stop running through
things in their mind. The next seven
to eight minutes they start to notice
the wind, the colors and the sounds,”
said Halusky.

At the end of the kayak trip, Halusky
will ask how customers felt before and
after the expedition.

“Most will say ‘More aware’ or ‘I feel
calm’,” he said.

Mission accomplished.

[Author’s note: Visit www.earthkinship.
us for more information. ]

i, O

CARLA DEFURIA

Registered Dietician and Health Coach

FlaglerHealth.org/HealthCoaching
904.819.3232
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Newcomers of the Beaches celebrates birthday

Part Time
For almost 30 years, we have been a leader in providing high quality
support to the hotel industry. We are growing and adding to our
team in the Jacksonville office. Al"l’/ i”Dur...
« A multi-tasker
. Detail oriented to a fault
+  Local to 32259
«  Excellent with phone and written communication skills
- Alover of dogs

‘¥' HOSPITALITY SFTHET
If the above describes !}OlJ, please send your resume to Lisa Richards at . : ._ ¥ 7 i 1

ftnet.com : 904.230.4568 | www.hospitalitysoftnet.com

Got a Great
Local News Story‘i

Email us today! editor@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Bonnie Evans

Newcomers of the Beaches' 45th birthday luncheon at the St Johns Golf and Country Club was the best of times for fun and
laughter. Members and guests were entertained by playing seven funny competitive games. Those who are new to the
Beaches area or had a lifestyle change would enjoy the club’s many activities and are welcome to come as a guest at the
next luncheon on June 14. Visit www.newcomersofthebeaches.com to register for the luncheon or apply for membership.

By Scott A. Grant

mail@floridanewsline.com

The Redemption of US Grant

In the spring of 1884, Mark Twain
was in trouble. Despite being one of
the most prolific and popular writers
in American history, he was teetering
on the verge of bankruptcy. Twain
was a life-long victim of his own bad
investments.

Despite his famous adage that “There
are two times in a man’s life when he
should not speculate: when he can’t
afford it, and when he can,” Twain
had an overwhelming need to specu-
late. Later in life, he famously turned
down an opportunity to invest in
Alexander Graham Bell’s telephone
company and instead sank most of his
life savings into the Paige Typesetter.

The Paige Typesetter sought to
automate the job of setting type — a
laborious task largely unchanged since
Gutenberg invented moveable type in
1450. When the new device, which
weighed four tons, worked it was a
marvel. It rarely worked. Twain had
the misfortune to see the automatic
typesetting machine on a day that it
worked.

That was in the future. Twain’s cur-
rent financial distress was caused by
other investment mistakes including
the collapse of the Fredonia watch
company. In an attempt to recover his
fortune, Twain started a publishing
company and cast his eyes about for
something to publish.

Meanwhile, Ulysses S. Grant was in
even more desperate straits. The hero
of the Civil War is noted for being
one the best generals and worst presi-
dents this nation has ever produced.
After serving eight years in the White
House, Grant went on a tour around
the world. When he came home, he
founded an investment company at
the behest of his son called Grant &
Ward. Ferdinand Ward, a friend of

Ulysses Jr., was considered a financial
wizard. Grant invested all of his sav-
ings in the firm. This was a mistake. It
turned out that Ward was running a
giant Ponzi scheme.

US Grant found himself destitute and
dying of throat cancer. To provide

for his family, Grant decided to write
his memoirs. He negotiated, but did
not sign, a contract with a publisher.
Then Twain showed up. He wanted
the book, which he was certain would
be a bestseller. He convinced the
president that he would make more
money going with Twain.

Over the next 11 months, Grant
huddled on the porch of a cabin near
Saratoga Springs wrapped in a blanket
and a stocking cap, writing fever-
ishly. “I pray God,” he wrote his wife,
“that [I] may be spared to complete
the necessary work upon my book.”
Finally, on July 20, 1885, Grant fin-
ished his 291,000-word, two-volume,
work. Three days later, he died.

As Twain predicted, the book was

a huge success. More than 350,000
copies were sold prior to publication,
thanks to a unique sales campaign
that saw Twain send Union veterans
door-to-door selling advance copies of
the book by subscription. Twain’s new
publishing venture had two successes
that first year: “The Personal Mem-
oirs of US Grant” and “Adventures

of Huckleberry Finn.” Grant outsold
Huckleberry by a large margin and
Twain was able to pay Grant’s widow
more than $450,000 in royalties. Un-
fortunately for Twain, he did not have
many more publishing successes and
the company went bankrupt in 1894.

Scott A. Grant is a local writer and
Investment Advisor. He welcomes your
comments at scottg@standjfastic.com.

“Considering these difficult
and challenging times, we find
great benefit from living here.
This was a terrific decision and

we're glad we did it!”

IOhIl, Resident at
Westminster St. Augustine

DISCOVER GRACIOUS
SENIOR LIVING
A WORLD APART

Enjoy active senior living at our Life Plan Community
in beautiful World Golf Village. Every residence is
maintenance-free, so you can enjoy a tee time with
special resident privileges on World Golf Village’s
championship courses, savor a delicious meal in the
dining room, or participate in a wellness class instead
of keeping up with your home. Youll love great
services and amenities like housekeeping, scheduled
transportation and 24-hour security. Best of all, you’ll
find safety and security for the future with our full
continuum of care, should your needs change.

Call (904) 569-7871 today

to learn more!

7 .
Westminster
St. Augustine

Live Well. Be }%«ﬁ@g

235 Towerview Drive, St. Augustine, FL e

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Nursing Care | Rehabilitation
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Relay for Life cont. from pg. 1

“We had about 250 people attend First
Coast Relay, but we're working diligently
to get attendance up in 2024 by partner-
ing with more of the schools and other
community groups,” Rodriguez said.

The fundraising total for Relay for Life
of the First Coast as of mid-May was
$92,066, well above the goal of $80,000.
The top fundraising team was the Che-
mours Company, which was still sending
in donations as of press date.

World’s Greatest Heating and Air of No-
catee participated in the event by giving
away free cotton candy and snow cones to
attendees from their purple truck. After
the event, Rodriguez said they followed up
with a generous $1,000 donation.

Relay for Life of the First Coast featured
traditional Relay activities like the Lumi-
naria Ceremony to honor those lost to
cancer and the Survivors’ Lap to celebrate
those still fighting. Rodriguez said silly
games like Cheeto Head and a frozen shirt
race also entertained attendees. The Road
to Recovery lap focused on the American
Cancer Society’s mission and programs;
teams made a personalized vehicle to go
around the track and earned spirit points

as a way to keep the crowd engaged.

Rodriquez said donations raised help fund
signature programs like Hope Lodge near
Mayo Clinic, where patients receive free
lodging during cancer treatment. The
American Cancer Society Road To Recov-
ery program provides free rides to medical
appointments and treatment for people
with cancer.

“This was a building year for us, post
pandemic, as we came back to schools for
Relay locations,” Rodriguez said. “I can't
stress enough how much our partnerships
mean to us, especially Nease High School
which hosted us.”

Rodriguez said organizers are working al-
ready to get more schools and more com-
munity members involved for next year’s
Relay, which will again be held at Nease
High School (date is to be announced.)

Visit RelayForLife.org/FirstCoastFL and
www.facebook.com/groups/firstcoastrelay
for more information about Relay for
Life of the First Coast. Visit cancer.org
for more information about the Ameri-
can Cancer Society and the programs it
offers.

Q&A with Brandon Patty cont. from pg. 11

vices, programs, and news with residents.
To subscribe to the newsletter, residents
can visit our website. Information about
ongoing scams, jury summons informa-
tion, and office updates are available on
social media. Our office currently uses
Facebook, Instagram, and Nextdoor to
reach residents.

Q. What is the best way for residents to
contact you?

A. Residents can call my office at (904)
819-3601 or my cell at (904) 599-8688.
My email address is BPatty@stjohnsclerk.
com. A lot of questions can be answered
by visiting our website, www.stjohnsclerk.
com, which is most commonly used to pay
traffic citations or search court records.
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Ponte Vedra Womans Club announces summer events

Photo courtesy Jacqui Suarez

The Ponte Vedra Womans Club has summer fun planned for its members and women interested in getting to know the
Ponte Vedra Womans Club. Summer socials are June 20, from 6 p.m. - 8 pm. at Nona Blue Modern Tavern, located at
Sawgrass Village Shopping Center, 325 Front Street, and July 18, from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. at Refinery Jax Beach, located at 831 1st
St North, in Jacksonville Beach. A New Member meeting will be held on Aug. 3, from 6 - 8 pm, at the home of a Ponte Vedra
Womans Club member. Visit www.pontevedrawomansclub.com/default.php for registration for all three of these events.

Eagle Scout project revives church
narthex with new dining tables

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Boy Scout Jake Hilley of Troop 277
came to the rescue of Lord of Life Lu-
theran Church in Ponte Vedra Beach
when inquired about any project he
could take on to reach his Eagle Scout
rank. The answer: tables.

The little church that was once a sta-
ble has been using picnic tables in its
narthex that were also created by Boy
Scouts more than a decade ago. They
were functional and had multiple uses
during the church’s Pumpkin Patch,
but many were falling apart.

On two recent weekends, Hilley

and a handful of Boy Scouts, Troop
leaders led by Jamie Kranking, and
parents came out to build five sturdy,
farmhouse style tables using pressure-
treated wood with notched bases, side
stretchers, boxed aprons and window-
pane finishes on the durable compos-
ite tops.

“These tables could be sold at an out-

Photo courtesy Sheila Kolesaire

Eagle Scout Jake Hilley with helpers and the finished tables.

door furniture store, they are so well
made and beautifully designed,” said
Sheila Kolesaire, the church council
president. “We are delighted to have
tables that are easy for aging congrega-
tion members to sit down at as well as
women in dresses or skirts. It was a bit
of a challenge with aging picnic tables
that had attached benches.”

This is the fourth Eagle Scout proj-
ect at Lord of Life in the last year. A
prayer garden, Little Lending Library,
walkway and now dining tables have
been built.

Only 4 percent of Boy Scouts achieve
Eagle Rank, the highest level in

Scouts. It requires a project with sig-
nificant scope, planning, fundraising,

and leadership.

“I was happy to do this project and
learned a lot about woodworking,
design, cutting, precise measurements,
and assembly,” said Hilley. “It was
great to see the finished tables, and
know they’ll be used every week.”



el

Huntsville, Alabama, utilizes the tagline,
“Huntsville has Space,” a play on words
since Huntsville is home to the US
Rocket and Space Center. The facility
catches your attention along Inter-
state-65 with its soaring rocket garden.
The garden’s model Saturn V rises 363
feet, beckoning travelers to stop. And
many do, making the space museum the
most visited attraction in the state.

Anyone who recalls manned space
flights will enjoy a trip back in time
when exploring the museum’s memo-
rabilia and interactive displays. Visitors
can squeeze themselves into a Mercury
capsule as I did. The litdle Mercury pod
housed the first round of our heroic
astronauts flung into space. Bring kids
too young to remember the space race;
they will get excited about future space
probes.

One of only three remaining Saturn V
moon rockets, the missiles that launched
the lunar landings, hangs overhead,

grabbing everyone’s attention. The enor-
mity of the National Historic Landmark
makes it the Smithsonian’s largest arti-

fact. It’s hard to imagine the “right” few
who agreed to climb aboard and flew in

Launch a visit to Huntsville

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

outer space.

If you or your children want to experi-
ence an out-of-this-world adventure,
sign up for Space Camp on the Hunts-
ville campus. Waiting lists fill quickly,
so inquire early. Space Camp guarantees
a blast of fun, education, and life-long
memories.

Huntsville isn’t all space-related; the city
packs surprises. When I arrived, what
immediately struck me was the cleanli-
ness of the downtown. I saw no trash on
the streets or greenways, just folks on a
Sunday afternoon stroll along the water
trail. Some crossed the photo-worthy
red Japanese bridge, and others pushed
strollers or lingered near the spraying
fountains.

The water comes from where the city
was founded — at the Big Spring. And
that spring produces seven to 20 mil-
lion gallons of fresh water daily. A canal
connects the waterway to the Tennessee
River, 10 miles away.

In the Twickenham Historic District,
visit the Weeden House. I had no idea I
would discover an extraordinary art-
ist’s work in her former home. Maria
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Howard Weeden was legally blind, yet
painted watercolor portraits mainly

of freedmen and women. Her works
include such incredibly intricate detail
you'll think they are photographs. After
the Civil War, Weeden began to sell her
paintings but signed them as Howard
Weeden. (At the time, women artists
were rare.) She captured her subjects so
well that the costumers of “Gone with
the Wind” used her artworks as the
basis for creating the actor’s wardrobes.
Take the house tour, but go to see her
fantastic works.

Head up to the Burritt Mansion on
Round Top Road for sweeping city
views, especially for sunset. Adults also
enjoy a tour of the unusual X-shaped
mansion house, and children love the
1800s farm buildings with animals and
interpreters in period clothing.

Music lovers will find Huntsville’s new
state-of-the-art Orion Amphitheater
an excellent venue for big-name con-

certs. The facility holds 8,000, all with

-Hoor Coatings - Gahinets - Organizers

.
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED WITH OVER 12,000
INSTALLATIONS IN NE FLORIDA SINCE 2005!

www.premiergarage.com

GET ORGANIZED TODAY
(904) 329-4986

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
The author in a Mercury capsule.

unobstructed views of the stage. Many
vendors sell food and drink before, dur-
ing, and after the shows.

USA Today readers named the 118-acre
Huntsville Botanical Gardens the fourth
best in North America. The peaceful
venue incorporates multiple indoor
spaces, including a butterfly house and
various outdoor buildings. The family-
friendly landscaped paths even include a
children’s garden.

The Lowe Mill, an old cotton ware-
house, unleashes creative spirits. Today
it houses 158 artists’ studios and work-
shops. Visitors can watch them in action
and purchase original artwork such as
pottery, paintings, cigar box guitars, and
other musical instruments.

If your vacation plans have space, head
to Rocket City for a surprising getaway.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories
and travel tips.
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Retiring In Luxury Awaits,

If You Don't Wait.

With the original Vicar's Landing at Sawgrass and Vicar's Landing at

Oak Bridge, now under

Stroll through gorgeous TPC Sawgrass neighborhoods

construction, you have two incredible neighborhoods for luxury

..H.g. L retirement living. Both feature gorgeous homes, every amenity

Cugrd 1 T

: . under the sun, the most attentive staff you'll ever meet, and a plan
Convenient nearby shopping and restaurants

for every stage of aging. Enjoy comfort, security, and a warm, inviting community that truly feels like home.
Whether you choose Vicar's Landing at Sawgrass or Vicar's Landing at Oak Bridge, just don't choose to wait.

Thanks to high demand, space at both neighborhoods is

limited. Call us now to take a tour. VICQA;R)S

LANDING
SAWGRASS

VICAR'S
€8 (=1 " LifeChoice Community™ ]——DA‘ND I NG

o
904.285.6000 | VicarsLanding.com OAK BRIDGE




