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Photo courtesy Lisa Farese
Students and families attended school for Meet the
Teacher at Ocean Palms.

St. Johns
county
students
return to
school

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Students across St. Johns County

returned to school on Thursday, Aug.

10. According to District 4 School
Board Member Kelly Barrera, the
district welcomed back more than
50,000 students this year.

“It was a good and fun start to the
school year,” Barrera said. “There
was genuine excitement to the start
of school. I visited a few schools and
was able to see things first hand.”

Barrera also noted that she was
pleased to see many students already
forging relationships with their
school’s Youth Resource Officer.

“Especially for young students new
to the school environment, having a
relationship with these trusted adults
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Commitment to Community: Maguire Family Pickleball
Center opens, honors local family

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

Marie Maguire loves to play pickleball
and has been doing so for three years.
When she discovered that the Brown
Family YMCA was building five state-
of-the-art outdoor pickleball courts, she
was quite excited as a longtime member
for the finished project. Little did she
know that the courts would be dedicat-
ed to her family and known as the Ma-
guire Family Pickleball Center, courtesy
of the Newman Family Foundation.

Maguire was told the news a few days
prior to the July ribbon-cutting cer-
emony at the Y.

“I was shocked. I started to cry when I
found out,” said Maguire, adding that
the Y is very special to the family. “The
courts are beautiful and truly wonderful
to play on — for everyone.”

The Maguire and Newman family con-
nection has deep roots. Chuck Newman
Sr. first met the late Rich Maguire in
1970 during a one-year isolated duty
with the United States Coast Guard
(USCQG) in the Arctic Circle.

“Rich was my commanding officer,” said
Newman Sr.
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Photo courtesy Brown Family YMCA

Diane Newman, Marie Maguire, Chuck Newman and Charlie Chacos.

Later, Rich and Marie and Chuck and
his wife Diane became very close. In
fact, Rich was the best man at the New-
mans wedding,
and Marie was the
maid of honor.

‘While the men
eventually went
their separate ways,
the two families
remained close.
When it was time
for Rich to retire
from the USCG
after 20 years of
service, and he
was looking for a
place to live, the
Newmans, who
had been living in
Ponte Vedra Beach

Photo courtesy Brown Family YWcA  since 1985, eagerly
Pickleball is for all ages!

Join us to learn how DBS can help manage your Disease
*Family and friends are welcome to attend. *FREE meal provided

REGISTER TODAY

Thursday, September 28th at 6:00 pm
Aloft Hotel Tapestry Park
4812 Deer Lake Drive West, Jacksonville, FL. 32246

Register Online to Attend in Person: http://learndbs.com/1538
Hosted by Alaine Keebaugh, PhD * 770-356-6410 (c)

hoped the Maguires would join them.
And they did in 1988.

The families reconnected and soon Rich
and Chuck joined forces to fundraise
for many community projects includ-
ing establishing the YMCA in Ponte
Vedra Beach at 170 Landrum Lane in
1999. Chuck credits Rich, who was
often referred to as “Mr. Y,” with being
a strong leader through every project
and always putting the community first.
Rich was chairman and board member
of the then-Winston Family YMCA
(now Brown) and Ponte Vedra Rotary
Club president, just to name a few of his
volunteer positions.

“Everything Rich did, he did well, and
he took it very seriously. He was a great
leader,” said Chuck, who also served as a
board chairman at the Y.

New pickleball courts cont. on pg. 2

‘ Living with Parkinson’s Disease or Essential Tremor?

Mayo Clinic Jacksonville
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Ocean Palms Elementary School rang in
the new school year with the 8:30 a.m.
bell on Aug. 10; however, for students,
staff and families, this was merely the
last event in a series that led up to the
first day of school. On July 31 and Aug,.
1, kindergarteners and new families
were invited to meet administration,
learn about the school, and take a tour
at the school’s annual Kindergarten
Tours.

“With approximately 200 families in
attendance over two days, it was the
perfect occasion to introduce new
families to the Ocean Palms commu-
nity,” said Lisa Farese of the Ocean

Palms PTO.
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Photo courtesy Lisa I?arese
Students and their families learned about Ocean Palms
at the school's annual Kindergarten Tours.

is so important,” she said.
Meet the Teacher was held on the

district-wide orientation day of Aug. 9.
Students, families and staff met one an-
other, reconnected with friends, learned
to navigate the building, discovered
how to get involved, and delivered their
school supplies to classrooms in prepara-
tion for school the next day.

There is one new principal in District 4
this year: Zach Strom is the new princi-
pal at Palm Valley Academy. He was pre-
viously the assistant principal at Ocean
Palms Elementary, helped to open Palm
Valley Academy as an assistant principal,
and is now the principal.

Photo courtesy Sara Orlando
Palencia families walk to school on the first day.

It’s time for a
heart-to-

eart
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Rich was 67 years old when he passed
away suddenly on Dec. 25, 2013, leav-
ing both families devastated.

Newman Family Foundation member
Angelique Newman, Chuck and Di-
ane’s daughter-in-law, who has served
as a Brown Family YMCA board mem-
ber, chairman and capital campaign
committee member over the years,

said the pickleball courts offered the
perfect opportunity to both honor the
Maguire family and to bring commu-
nity members together. She presented
the idea to fund the pickleball courts
to the foundation and received unani-
mous approval. The exact amount
donated by the Newman Family Foun-
dation is being kept private.

Angelique said with Marie loving pick-
leball and the servant hearts of Marie,
Rich and their two adult sons, one a
police officer and another an attorney
(formerly a public defender), the dedi-

cation was a natural choice.

Matthew Maguire said the dedication
of the pickleball courts in his father’s
name is a testament to the love and
respect between both families.

“My dad was an amazing person, and
my family is honored and grateful for
this incredible gift,” he said.

Marie added that the Newman Family
Foundation reflects the same message
that Rich embraced. “He gave us all
the idea of volunteerism and the im-
portance of giving to others,” she said.

The Newmans, who started the

Kristen Currie, MD, FACC
Cardiologist
Baptist Heart Specialists

Dr. Currie specializes in:

e Detection and treatment of
heart disease
* Coronary artery disease

e Arrythmias

are not employees or agents of the hospitals. © Baptist Health 2023

* \Women's heart health

Meet Kristen Currie, MD, FACC, a board-certified and fellowship-trained
cardiologist with 20 years of experience. While treating patients with a wide variety
of cardiac concerns, Dr. Currie provides a holistic approach to the prevention of
cardiovascular disease and helps her patients through the entire process of cardiac
testing through rehabilitation. She strives to listen to her patients, incorporate their
perspectives and empower them to make the best health decisions.

e Congestive heart failure

Photo courtesy Brown Family YMCA
Bob Conklin and Reggie Exum play pickleball during the
ribbon cutting ceremony.

foundation in 1999, are now working
to pass that sentiment onto the next
generation. The foundation includes
Chuck and Diane’s adult children,
spouses and, upon reaching 18 years of
age, the grandchildren.

Brown Family YMCA Executive Direc-
tor Charlie Chacos said he is incred-
ibly grateful to both families for their
continued support and dedication over
the years.

“Both of these families have gone all
in with us over the years. Not only for
the Y but for the entire community,”

he said. “We are so lucky to have their
support.”

[Author’s note: For more information
about how to join the Y Pickleball Club
(which also includes three indoor courts)
or to contribute to the capital campaign,
email Charlie Chacos at CCHacos@

feymea.org.]

To request an appointment,
call 904.720.0799 or visit
baptistjax.com/heart.

BAPTIST HEART
SPECIALISTS

lﬁﬂ Baptist Health

1361 13th Avenue South, Suite 270
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

Baptist Heart Specialists physicians are employed by Baptist Cardiology, Inc. Physicians providing care at Baptist Health hospitals
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Breed:
Cavapoo
Favorite Activity:
Tug-o-war and chase
Favorite Food:
Bacon
Favorite Friend:
RJ, our neighbor’s dog who Ruby
loves to run and greet.
How did your BFF get their name:
We named her Ruby because she is a
Ruby red color.

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions

Best Furry Friend
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What would you like
to read about
in Ponte Vedra
NewsLine?

Let us know!

editor@floridanewsline.com

Ve of Contnts”

I

above before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw
the BFF contest in Ponte Vedra NewsLine. Your pet could be our BFF
of the month and appear in Ponte Vedra NewsLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

4 What's Happening in Ponte Vedra

opinion of Florida Newsline. Advertising Rates are available
by request. Florida NewsLine is not responsible for

6 Q&A with Vicky Oakes
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by its advertisers Nor does Florida NewslLine endorse any

of the products or services included in this publication.

Florida NewsLine reserves the right to refuse advertisement
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Don't miss our October issue!

Call Linda Gay today to reserve your space!

7 Briefs
8 PV wrestlers
11 PopHistory

Deadline 9/19/23

904.607.5062

Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Last month's Mystery Photo was Baptist HealthPlace in Nocatee.
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CLEAN WATEB FOR YOUR HOME

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

7 3760 Kori Road *

License #W-32

.affordablewaterjax.com |
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A. trees B. outdoors C. hiking D. nature
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Wild About

Water

3N

QWild Bire Unlimitecd
Nature Shop

20% OFF
One regularly

priced item

Valid in-store at the participating stores
listed. Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird
Food, Optics, Gift Cards, DSC
Memberships, Campania Baths or Sale
Items. Cannot be combined with other
coupons/discounts. Offer expires 9/30/23

\ ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

Offering a source of
water is the best way
to attract the largest
variety of birds.

e R

St Johns
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd

IEVE LR

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)
904.246,6832
wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
whbu.com/staugustine

(next to Publix)
904.230.3242
whu.com/jacksonville
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Council on Aging offers interest groups at
the COA Center at Flagler Health+ Village at
Nocatee. Meetings are free and self-guided
except for the Caregiver’s Support Group.
Advance registration for clubs and meetings
is required; email pbrunell@Stjohnscoa.com
or call (904) 819-3234. Tuesday clubs include:
Caregiver Support Group, 1 p.m. - 2 p.m,; and
Widows and Widowers social group, second
and fourth Tuesday of each month, 11 a.m. -
12:30 p.m. Wednesday groups include: Mah
Jongg Meet-up, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Palm Valley Market is held inside the Palm
Valley Community Center at 148 Canal Road,
every Tuesday from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. The market
offers fresh produce, baked goods, local
honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, jewelry,
plants and more. Visit the Palm Valley Market
Facebook page for more information.
] St: The GTM Research Reserve will
hold a new volunteer orientation on
Sept. 1from 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Learn about
volunteer rules and responsibility as well next
steps to volunteering. Complete the volunteer
application online (www.gtmnerr.org) before

attending. Contact Abigail Kuhn at Abigail.
Kuhn@FloridaDEP.gov to assure that your ap-

plication was received.
2nd s The Northeast Florida Chapter
»  of Sisters in Crime will meet on
Sept. 2 at 10 a.m. in the Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library, 101 Library Blvd. (FOL Room).
Lana McAra, an award-winning, international
best- selling author and ghostwriter of 43
titles through traditional publishing with
a million books sold will address “Create
Compelling Fiction from Your Own Real-Life
Experiences.’ Bring your coffee and bring a
friend. Visit www.nefloridasistersincrime.org
or email floridasistersincrime@gmail.com for

more information.

an; Wellness and Family Fun Days
at Sawgrass Village will be held

every Saturday in September from 10 a.m.

- 1:30 p.m. Hosted by Mind Body Social, all

events are free and open to the community.
Events include wellness classes such as yoga
and barre as well as music, lawn games, face
painting, a photobooth and raffled prizes, all
held on the lawn in front of ABC Liquors. Visit
https://mbs.events/sv/ for more information
and to register.

5th Vicar's Landing monthly Bou-
tique Sale will be held Tuesday,
Sept. 5 from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 1000 Vicar's
Landing Way. The sale includes antiques,
household items, home furnishings, framed
art, as well as designer and costume jewelry.
Holiday gift items, including Christmas bears,
Santas, and Byers Choice figurines will be
featured at the sale. The public is welcome.
Checks or cash only please. The Vicar's
Employee Scholarship Fund receives the
proceeds. Call Mary Lane Johnson at (904)
612-9277 or Beverly Webb at (904) 315-2610 for

more information.
5th: GriefShare support group starts
Sept. 5 at 4 p.m. at Ponte Vedra
Church, 76 S. Roscoe Blvd. This is a 13-week
Christian-based support group for those who
have recently lost a loved one. Class time
consists of a 40 minute video and discussion
of questions in the workbook. For more infor-
mation about the class contact mfarns934@
gmail.com or call (217) 722-3176. Visit www.
griefshare.org for classes in other locations.
5th; Chair exercise will be held for
four weeks on Tuesdays, beginning
Sept. 5, from 9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m. at THE PLAY-
ERS Community Senior Center, 175 Landrum
Lane, Ponte Vedra Beach. Call Suzanne Duvall
at (904) 209-3659 for more information.
6th: Coastal Friends will host its
monthly luncheon on Sept. 6 at
Marsh Landing Country Club, 25655 Marsh
Landing Pkwy. in Ponte Vedra Beach from 11
a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Guest speaker Jennifer Barker,
CEOQ of First Coast No More Homeless Pets (FC-

NMHP), will discuss estate planning for your
pets and provide information on what will hap-

Saugra

Ullage

WELLNESS

CLASSES
EVERY SATURDAY AT 10AM

FRIENDSBFAMILY

FUN DAY

EVERY SATURDAY AT 114AM

Location: lawn in front of ABC Liquors
RSVP: WWW.MBS.EVENTS/SV
n partnandkip with @HIND BODY SOCIAL

Tag Seawgrassvilage pyvb and #awgrassvillage
x -~ = af
on instagram and shane youwr piotures!

|RontelVedra

pen to your pets if something happens to you.
The cost of the luncheon is $25 and reserva-
tions must be made in advance by contacting
bartshar@comcast.net as soon as possible.
Visit https://coastalfriends.wildapricot.org for

more information.

7th; Bingo will be held at THE PLAY-
ERS Community Senior Center, 175

Landrum Lane, on Thursdays from 1 p.m. - 2

p.m. for four weeks beginning Thursday, Sept.

7. Contact Suzanne Duvall at (904) 209-3659

for more information and to register.

8th: Food Truck Friday will be held on

Sept. 8 and Sept. 29 from 5:30 p.m.

- 8:30 p.m. at Nocatee Station Field. This event
is open to the public.

] 4th; Free Tech Help with David will

be held on Thursday, Sept. 14
from 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra
Beach Branch Library. Drop in for tech as-
sistance with your Android, Apple, and Reader
devices; no RSVPs required. Visit sjcpls.org/
branches/ponte-vedra-beach-branch/ for

more information.
] 6th: The Nocatee Farmers Market will
be held on Saturday, Sept. 16 from
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Nocatee Station Field. The
Farmers Market is open to the public.
] 9th; Ponte Vedra Woman's Club
General Meeting with dinner will
be held on Sept. 15, from 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at
Marsh Landing Country Club. The meeting will
include a kick off for the club's new year with
introductions of existing and new members.
There will be a charity spotlight, committee
sign ups and socializing. Registration and
required dinner payment may be found on
the Ponte Vedra Woman's Club website under

Events at www.pontevedrawomansclub.com/
eventregistrations.php.

]gth:

Adult Coloring Club at the Ponte
Vedra Beach Branch Library will

meet Tuesday, Sept. 19 at 11 a.m. to spend an

AND

Vicky®Oakes
IF YOUR SIGNATURE HAS GONE FROM

o S,

hour coloring together. Contact Joan Meyers
at jmeyers@sjcfl.us or call the library at (904)
827-6950 for more information.

2] St: Fabulous Fifties Monthly Birthday
Bash at THE PLAYERS Community
Senior Center, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte Vedra
Beach. Enjoy birthday cake and dress like the
1950s on Thursday, Sept. 21 from 11 a.m. - 12
p.m. Call Suzanne Duvall at (904) 209-3659 for

more information.
2 rd: The Ponte Vedra Writers Group
3 will meet on Saturday, Sept. 23
at11a.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library. Ponte Vedra author Kate Stollenwerck,
who won a Florida Book Award Gold Medal
with her debut novel, “Hello, Goodbye,” will
discuss writing the young adult novel. The
meeting is free and open to members and
non-members alike. Visit www.floridawriters.

org for more information.
2 3 rd: GTM Research Reserve will host
its monthly Beach Cleanup on
Saturday, Sept. 23 from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
No registration is required; meet at the Visitor
Center, 505 Guana River Road in Ponte Vedra
Beach where gloves and trash bags will be
provided. Visit gtmnerr.org for more informa-

tion.
2 6th: Ponte Vedra Democratic Club
will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 26 at
6 p.m. for a summer social at Pusser’s Bar and
Grille, 816 State Road A1A. Snacks and appetiz-
ers will be provided and there will be a cash
bar. Music will be by the Baystreet Band. Email
jkary@verizon.net for more information.
28th: “The Expense of Nursing Homes
— You Don't Have to Go Broke," a
free lecture by Megan Wall, St. Johns County
Legal Aid, will be presented at THE PLAYERS
Community Senior Center, 175 Landrum Lane,
on Thursday, Sept. 28 from 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. Call

Suzanne Duvall at (904) 209-3659 for more
information.
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TS TIME TO UPDATE YOUR SIGNATURE!

YOUR SIGNATURE IS USED TO VERIFY VOTE-BY-MAIL
BALLOTS, PROVISIONAL BALLOTS, AND CANDIDATE
INITIATIVE PETITIONS. KEEP YOUR VOTER
RECORD UP TO DATE! VISIT WWW.VOTESJC.GOV!

QUESTIONS? CALL 904-823-2238



Q: Do you have an update about the
district’s strategic plan?

A: A planning committee comprised of
teachers, administrators, students and
community partners met this summer
to develop our strategic plan. This year’s
plan, which contains yearly goals as
well as three-year and five-year goals,
was more focused than usual because it
is coming right after our accreditation
process. We were able to use data, sur-
veys, interviews, and focus groups from
accreditation. The school board will vote
on the plan at our September meeting.

Q: What does the strategic plan con-

tain?

A: In addition to their commendation
of our school district, the accreditation
board identified five areas for improve-
ment, so we knew what to focus on in
this year’s strategic plan. All aligned with
our mission, vision and beliefs. The five
areas are:

1. Stakeholder communications and
engagement

2. Teacher and staff recruitment and
retention

3. Student voice for self-directed long
term learners

4. Student academic growth
5. Technology

Each of these areas has objectives, criti-
cal initiatives, and key measures.

Everything the board approves needs
to tie back to our strategic plan. Our

with St. Johns County School Board Member
Kelly Barrera, District 4

business and community partnerships
are woven into each area as well as safety
and growth of the district. The plan

also contains contingency plans for the
unknown.

Q: What are the goals for the district
this year?

A: Our overarching goals for this year
are: All students read at grade level by
third grade; all middle and high school
students will experience a career and/or
academic acceleration opportunity; and
all students demonstrate good behavior
resulting in a decrease in suspensions
and major disciplinary actions.

Q: What can you tell us about the
status of classroom libraries this year?

A: All books in our school libraries and
classroom libraries have to be listed

on our school district’s media system,
Destiny. The books that are listed have
been reviewed by a certified media spe-
cialist within the county as per Florida
statutes. Books that have not yet been
reviewed by a certified media special-

ist are being removed until such time
that they can be reviewed. Our media
specialists worked hard over the summer
to get as many books approved and in
the system as possible. They continue to
work now that school has started. This
is a huge process, but in the end it gives
parents transparency.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at kelly.barrera@
stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at (904)
547-7510.

Q: At the July 18 Board of County
Commissioners meeting, you intro-
duced 14 points that you would like
added to the county’s Land Develop-
ment Code tree protections. How did
this come about?

A: One of the main things I hear from
residents in the county, both during
the election and now, is this topic.
People are concerned about clear cut-
ting of property. It’s the main reason

I ran for office; I have seen properties
clear cut and then just sit there without
development, sometimes for as much as
two years. In that period, the property
could have been collecting rain and
providing cooling and shade. Studies
have shown that having trees positively
impacts mental health. Even developers
have told me that trees sell homes.

I think we should keep trees as long as
possible and do land clearing in stages
to preserve habitat as long as possible.
We all moved to St. Johns County be-
cause of the way it feels and looks and
we need to preserve that.

Q: What can you tell us about your
proposal?

A: First, it's important to note that

with St. Johns County Commissioner
Krista Joseph District 4

the county’s Land Development
Code as it pertains to trees (we don’t
actually have a “tree ordinance”)
hasn’t been updated in 25 years. The
financial penalty for cutting down a
specimen tree is not consequential
today. You can’t replace what’s taken
out with the amount of the fine. I
came up with 14 points, but I could
have had 30 points. I tried to keep it
as simple as possible and find some
things that developers and environ-
mentalists could agree on.

Q: What are your 14 points?

A: Here are my 14 goals and recom-
mendations of tree preservation:

1. Continue to prevent removal of
trees on a lot less than an acre; 2.
Provide greater tree protection on all
lots that are an acre or greater and/
or are coastal habitat lots; 3. Bet-

ter protect our irreplaceable trees so
that they’re not removed by those
who could afford to pay the fines;

4. Greater conservation of trees for
Planned Unit Developments; 5. More
strongly discourage non-permitted
tree removal; 6. Keep tree payment
fund payments current with inflation;

Q&A with Krista Joseph cont. on pg. 11
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“Considering these difficult
and challenging times, we find

great benefit from living here.

This was a terrific decision and

we're glad we did it!”

DISCOVER GRACIOUS
SENIOR LIVING
A WORLD APART

Enjoy active senior living at our Life Plan Community
in beautiful World Golf Village. Every residence is
maintenance-free, so you can enjoy a tee time with
special resident privileges on World Golf Village’s
championship courses, savor a delicious meal in the
dining room, or participate in a wellness class instead
of keeping up with your home. Youll love great
services and amenities like housekeeping, scheduled
transportation and 24-hour security. Best of all, you'll
find safety and security for the future with our full
continuum of care, should your needs change.

Call (904) 569-7871 today

to learn more!

7 .
Westminster
St. Augustine

Live Well. Be }W

235 Towerview Drive, St. Augustine, FL e

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Nursing Care | Rehabilitation

Iohn, Resident at
Westminster St. Augustine
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Eddie Creamer

Q: Can you share information about
TRIM notices?

A: TRIM notices have been mailed and
are also available for review on our web-
site. TRIM stands for “Truth in Mill-
age” and is a notice of property taxes. It
is basically the final notice of the year
to work with the Property Appraiser on
any disagreements on values or exemp-
tions. If we can’t come to an agreement,
we encourage taxpayers to file a petition

with the Value Adjustment Board.

Q: What is the timing of the taxes on
the TRIM notice?

A: The property value and exemptions
that a property owner sees on the TRIM
notice are as of Jan. 1, 2023 and are
looking back. They are based on the
use, ownership and condition of the
property as of Jan. 1, 2023. If you did
not own your property on Jan. 1, 2023,
this year’s taxes and exemptions are not
yours, but are rather those of the previ-
ous owner. As of Jan. 1, 2024, all of
your caps and exemptions if any will go
into effect.

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser

Q: How do you assess property values
and taxes?

A: All 67 Property Appraisers in the
State of Florida assess property and cre-
ate their tax roll under very strict state
statutes. The oversight is by the Florida
Department of Revenue, not the local
county government, so each year prior
to July 1 we submit the tax roll to the
Florida Department of Revenue, where
it is evaluated under those standards.
The Florida Department of Revenue
must approve the tax roll prior to us
sending out TRIM notices. Since I've
been in office, St. Johns County has
never not had our tax roll approved on
the first round by the Florida Depart-
ment of Revenue.

Q: What should taxpayers do if there
is something on their TRIM that they

do not understand?

A: If anyone has questions on TRIM,
values, or exemptions, they should con-
tact our office. If you are qualified for an

Q&A with Eddie Creamer cont. on pg. 10
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Vicky Oakes

Q: Are our elections secure?

A: Yes! As the Supervisor of Elections,
I have 100 percent confidence in our
voting system and processes, and you
can too, because Florida uses the saf-
est system that exists: a paper ballot.
St. Johns County voters have been
voting on paper ballots since 1994,
and all of Florida since 2008. Addi-
tionally, only voting systems certified
by the Department of State can be
used to count ballots in Florida.

Q: What kind of voting system is
used in St. Johns County?

A: We utilize ES&S DS200 digital
scan tabulators for counting ballots
during early voting and on Election
Day. To count vote-by-mail ballots,
the Elections Ofhice uses DS850 high
speed tabulators. We have been using
this system since 2010.

Q: Are our voting machines con-
nected to the internet?

A: No. A stand-alone server is used to
program the election and tabulate the
results. After polls close on election
night, unofhicial results are transmit-
ted using a secured private network
that has no internet access.

Q: How do I know that my ballot

was counted accurately?

A: Our machines go through rigorous
testing before each election, where
thousands of ballots are run through
the machines to make sure they are
working correctly and counting each
vote accurately. A public Logic and
Accuracy test is conducted prior to
each election, and the machines must
be certified they are counting accu-
rately prior to being used in an elec-
tion. This test is open to the public, so
you can attend to be sure our ma-
chines will count your vote correctly.

Q: Does Florida conduct audits
after an election?

with St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections

A: Yes. Audits have been conducted in
every election in Florida since 2007,
except in the case of a recount. Year
after year and election after election,
our manual audits, which consist of
hand counting a percentage of ballots
to compare to the machine count,
have confirmed the accuracy of our
machines.

Q: Is there a new audit process com-
ing in 2024 for our election?

A: Yes. St. Johns County has recently
purchased Clear Ballot Clear Audit,
an automated independent audit sys-
tem. The system provides a 100 per-
cent audit of election results separate
from our tabulation system. Begin-
ning in 2024, a 100 percent audit of
our election results will be conducted
on every election.

Q: Are elections conducted on a lo-
cal level?

A: Yes! Our poll workers do not work
for a political party or candidate,
they serve you, the voters of St. Johns
County. Our staff and poll workers
serve with integrity and transparency
to ensure your vote is counted fairly
and impartially. Remember, our poll
workers are members of our commu-
nity. They are our friends, family, and
neighbors. We are public servants who
serve to protect your right to vote.

Q: How can I find out more about
the security of our elections?

A: Come take a tour of our office! We
offer a behind the scenes look of our
operation and present the facts about
how elections are conducted in St.
Johns County. Visit www.votesjc.gov/
office-tours to schedule a tour.

Q: What is the best way for our
readers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at voakes@
votesjc.com or call me at (904) 823-
2238. Our website, WWW.votesjc.com
also has a wealth of information.

Visit us online at

www.floridanewsline.com

Authorized Service

We are your local Outdoor Power Equipment Warehouse — the leading lawnmower store in St. Augustine, FL.
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155 International Golf Parkway 'lﬂtﬂgrﬂtﬂﬂ Park Brake

St. Augustine, FL 32095
Tel: (904) 495-4875 e Welded Steel Decks

www.opewarehouseinc.com
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St. Johns County Emergency
Management Offers Public Safety Alert
Service

St. Johns County Emergency Manage-
ment is using Nixle Alerts to provide an-
other way for the public to stay updated
with relevant information from the St.
Johns County Emergency Operations
Center. Any individual can text StJohn-
sEOC to 888777 to opt-in to receive
notifications through SMS text messages.
Nixle does not charge for this service, but
carrier message and data rates may apply.

St. Johns County Emergency Manage-
ment will use this service to alert resi-
dents of public safety advisories, natural
and human-caused disasters, and other
significant events that may impact the
community.

“As we move into the peak of hurri-
cane season, we want to ensure we can
reach as many residents as possible with
pertinent public safety information,” St.
Johns County Emergency Management
Deputy Director Kelly Wilson said.
“Signing up for this service is an excel-
lent way for the public to receive that
information.”

First Coast No More Homeless Pets CEO to
speak at Coastal Friends luncheon

After the summer’s hiatus, Coastal
Friends will hold its monthly luncheon
on Wednesday, Sept. 6 at Marsh Landing
Country Club, 25655 Marsh Landing
Pkwy., from 11 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. The

guest speaker will be Jennifer Barker,

CEO of First Coast No More Homeless
Pets, who will discuss estate planning for
your pets and provide information on
what will happen to your pets if some-
thing happens to you.

Marsh Landing Country Club will serve
Caesar salad, chicken cordon bleu with
mashed potatoes, seasonal vegetables
with Dijon mustard sauce and Chef’s
choice for dessert. Open to members as
well as the community, the cost to attend
this luncheon is $25. Reservations must
be made in advance by contacting the
luncheon chairman at bartshar@com-
cast.net as soon as possible.

Coastal Friends is a social club that has
been in existence for 25 years. It con-
sists of women who live in Ponte Vedra
Beach, Nocatee, Jacksonville, Jackson-
ville Beach, Atlantic Beach, Neptune
Beach, St. Augustine and the surround-
ing area. Formed in 1998, some of the
activities offered by Coastal Friends

are adventures and outings, book club,
bunco, canasta, happy hour, lunch in,
periodic lunches at local restaurants,
Mah Jongg, and wine socials. Luncheons
are held the first Wednesday of every
month. New members are welcome
throughout the year. Contact brooke-
meister@msn.com for more information
on how to join.

Public hearing for Ponte Vedra Resort
rescheduled

The St. Johns County Planning and
Zoning Agency (PZA) public hearing for

Personalized financial

advice to help achieve
your goals
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PUD 2023-02 Ponte Vedra Resort has
been rescheduled to Sept. 21, 2023, at
the request of the applicant, Ponte Vedra
Corporation. The meeting will begin at
11 a.m. in the St. Johns County Audito-
rium, located at 500 San Sebastian View.

The item was scheduled to appear before
the PZA on Aug. 17.

This item is still scheduled to appear
before the Ponte Vedra/Palm Valley
Architectural Review Committee on
Sept. 6 at 5 p.m. in the Sawgrass Mar-
riott Champions Room, located at 1000
TPC Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach. The item
will also appear before the Ponte Vedra
Zoning and Adjustment Board on Sept.
11 at 11 a.m. in the St. Johns County
Auditorium.

For more information on this item,
email faxplandept@sjcfl.us.

Tickets are now on sale for Disney’s
Aladdin, Jr.

“Disney’s Aladdin, Jr.,” presented by the
creative academy at Christ Church, 400
San Juan Drive, will be performed on
Thursday, Oct. 5 and Friday, Oct. 6 at

7 p.m. as well as Saturday, Oct. 7 at 3
p.m. and 7 p.m. The show is about a boy
named Aladdin and his three friends,
Babka, Omar, and Kassim, who are
down on their luck until Aladdin discov-
ers a magic lamp and the Genie who has
the power to grant three wishes. Wanting
to earn the respect of a princess named
Jasmine, Aladdin embarks on an adven-
ture that will test his will and his moral
character. Tickets are $20 — $30. Visit
Ccpvb.org/alladinjr or email Barbiekrob-

erts@gmail.com for more information.

St. Johns County seeks community input
on World Golf Village

The public now has an opportunity to
provide their input on the properties
being vacated by the World Golf Foun-
dation, which include the World Golf
Hall of Fame, IMAX Theater, PGA Tour

Productions facility, as well as various
parking lots and other property ameni-
ties. Interested parties should visit www.
sjcfl.us/wgv to learn more and to provide
input on potential future uses of the
properties.

There will also be community engagement
meetings in September, which will take
place at the St. Johns County Administra-
tion Building Auditorium, 500 San Sebas-
tian View in St. Augustine. The meetings
are scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 27
from 5:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m. and Thursday,
Sept. 28, from 9 am.— 11 a.m.

The properties that are open for public
input include:

* World Golf Hall of Fame: a 64,113
square-foot multi-purpose facility. WGF
notified its intent to discontinue Hall
of Fame operations on or about Sept. 1,
2023. Currently, the World Golf Foun-
dation is proposing a temporary lease
extension to Dec. 31, 2023.

* World Golf Hall of Fame IMAX The-
ater: a 17,865 square-foot movie theater.
The World Golf Foundation notified its
intent to discontinue IMAX operations
on or about Sept. 1, 2023. The equipment
(movie screen and audio/visual compo-
nents) would remain in the building.

¢ PGA Tour Productions: a 32,329
square-foot Class-A office building. The
World Golf Foundation is relocating at
the end of 2024.

* S. Legacy Trail: 36.07 acres of various
parking lots, rights-of-way areas, land-
scaping, and lakes.

Staff will analyze public feedback to
establish themes and bring back op-
tions with associated costs to the Board
of County Commissioners for a com-
prehensive planning approach for the
properties.

Briefs cont.on pg.9

WHERE ARE YOU
SPENDING THE WEEKEND?
PAR 5 OR AISLE 4?

What's your pleasure? Golf cart or grocery cart? When you'd rather be taking out
the nine iron than the ironing board, you should consider the freedom of a carefree
weekend (or weekday, for that matter) at Windsor Pointe. Your time is for you and
your new friends, not for home maintenance and housekeeping. Leave those to us
and trade your grocery bag for your golf bag.

Come on a private tour for the whole course - the chef-prepared lunch is on us!

Call us to schedule a visit at; (904) 490-6300 or visit us online at

“Windsor Pointe

VIBRANT INDEPENDENT LIVING

WindsorPointeJAX.com

4060 San Pablo Pkwy

Jacksonville, FL 32224
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com
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Ponte Vedra wrestlers shine

at nationals

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Three Ponte Vedra wrestlers, Mary
Manis, Erin Rizzuto, and Dona-
vanne Hofmann, traveled to Fargo to
represent the State of Florida at the
Marine Corps Junior and 16U Wres-
tling National Championships.

The tournament, also referred to

as “Fargo,” is the largest wrestling
tournament in the world. The event
is held annually at the FargoDome in
Fargo, North Dakota. All 50 states
and Puerto Rico host a team of the
best wrestlers from their respec-

tive state/territory, for a total pool
of 51 teams. More than 1,500 girls
competed at the two-day event in an
arena filled with 32 wrestling mats.
Ponte Vedra locals Manis, Rizzuto,
and Hofmann all qualified for the
event by becoming Florida National
Team members.

Hofmann bounced through the
128-wrestler bracket and needed just
one minute and 45 seconds to pin
her opponent in the round of 64,
securing five points en route against
Virginia. Hofmann went backside on
her next match, facing Arizona and
then Washington to finish up her
Nationals run. Hofmann is a rising
sophomore.

Rising junior Rizzuto drew Puerto
Rico in the championship round

of 64 and earned a takedown and
bonus point before going to the
backside of the bracket. Rizzuto de-
feated Kansas by pinfall, Illinois by
points, New York by superiority, and
Iowa by points, where she earned a
five-point takedown in the last 10
seconds of the match to secure the
win. Her outstanding performance
landed her in the round of eight on

Day 1. Rizzuto finished the tourna-
ment by posting a record of 4 — 2.
Rizzuto also served as the Official
Flag Bearer of the State of Florida
during the Parade of Champions.

Rising junior Manis earned her first
National Title in the 16U 106 Ib
division. She entered the 64-wres-
tler bracket as the No. 2 seed.
Manis went undefeated on Day 1 of
the competition, with wins against
girls from Missouri, Wisconsin, and
California. Manis won the matches
by a combination of victory by fall,
victory by points, and victory by
superiority (also known as techni-
cal fall, where so many points were
scored, the match was ended, as it
would be impossible for her oppo-
nent to recover). On Day 2, Manis
posted a win over Michigan to
secure her spot in the finals, where
she faced Connecticut and scored a
takedown early in the first period to
secure her win. She held on through
the second period to establish her-
self as a National Champion. After
the match, Manis was met on the
wrestling mat by a Marine Corps
service member, who presented her
with her National Championship
plaque, also referred to as a “stop
sign” due to its octagonal shape.

Ponte Vedra High School’s gitls’
wrestling assistant coach, Alexa
Christoforatos, is a Florida National
Team coach and coached the Team
Florida girls to their historic finish.
PVHS head coach, Nadine Fiege,
was the first ever female National
Champion for the State of Florida
and wrestled as a member of the
Florida National Team in 2013,
where she won her first National
Title at Fargo.

THE TAILORED CLOSET"

CLOSETSePANTRIESeHOME OFFICEeLAUNDRY

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED WITH OVER
12,000 INSTALLATIONS IN NE FLORIDA SINCE 2005

www.tailoredcloset.com
REQUEST A FREE CONSULTATION

(904) 645-0885

Photo courtesy Daniel Ward
Mary Manis presented her Championship plaque by a Marine Corps Service Member after winning her finals match.

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER SALES EVENT

Ava Heinz awarded Craig
Speziale Memorial Scholarship

The Community Foundation for North-
east Florida has announced Ava Heinz as
the 2023 recipient of the Craig Speziale
Memorial Scholarship. This scholarship
recognizes a Ponte Vedra High School
graduating senior who demonstrates
academic excellence, school
leadership, community
service and the “Spirit of
Spez.” Heinz graduated
summa com laude. She
was a member of the track
and field team, serving as
captain and mentor of the
Lady Sharks’ discus and
shot put. She was appoint-
ed to the Superintendent
School Accreditation Com-
mittee and volunteered
more than 700 hours at
various organizations in-
cluding Colonial and Good
News churches as a child
and youth worship leader

and tutor. She was presi-
dent of the Math Honor

Society, and member of the Science,
English and History honor societies.
Heinz will no doubt continue to make
her mark at the U.S. Naval Academy in
the fall. Pictured are Ava Heinz and her
parents, Jenn and Mitch Heinz.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED WITH OVER 12,000
INSTALLATIONS IN NE FLORIDA SINCE 2005! i

|!'_"§ DON'T COMPROMISE YOUR FLOORS
WITH 1 DAY INSTALLS!
i

LJINDUSTRIAL STRENGTH
JEASY TO MAINTAIN
£IUV STABLE hﬂ
IANTIBACTERIAL LR
pa L

=

www.premiergarage.com

GET ORGANIZED TODAY
(904) 329-4986

©

PREMIER
GARAGE




Ponte Vedr;@/m September 2023 | Page 9

travel - pantry raiders - gardening
fishing - entertainment - puzzles

When Maggie FitzRoy was a teacher,
she always had a strong feeling that
she was meant to be in a different
field. One day, she got a book on
photography, started studying it

and signed up for a correspondence
photography class. She instantly
loved it. That decision would change
the course of FitzRoy’s career and life.
FitzRoy, who has a bachelor’s degree
in history and a master’s degree in deaf
education, was drawn to the power of
telling a story through an image. In
1998, she walked into a local newspa-
per’s office and asked if they needed

a photographer. As it turned out, the
receptionist said yes and asked if Fitz-
Roy was, in fact, a photographer. “In
my mind’s eye, I saw superimposed on
her, big wooden monastery doors, the
kind you see in the Middle Ages, swing
open,” she said. “It was awesome, and

I just knew that it was going to work
out.” FitzRoy was hired to complete
five assignments a week. About one-
and-a-half years later, FitzRoy decided
that she wanted to write stories as

well, something that was not initially
well-received. FitzRoy took the reaction
in stride and did what came naturally
to her throughout her life: go to the
library, check out books and learn.
FitzRoy not only got a shot at writing
her first story, but she went on to be

a reporter and photographer for the
Shorelines section of the Florida Times-

Get to Know . ..

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

America’s ONLY vintage

sci-fi toy & arcade museum...
here in Northeast Florida!

=11

Wednesday — Saturday 10:00am to 6:00pm
Sundays 12:00pm to 5:00pm
Closed on Easter, Thanksgiving, & Christmas

Call (904) 834.3109 ext. 109 to book your visit today!
151 Sawgrass Corners Drive | Suite 104 | Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

bilottacollection.com

Photo courtesy Craig 0'Neal

Maggie FitzRoy

Union for 11 years. She was also the
editor for First Coast Magazine. After
that, she decided to write a novel, so
she went to the library to learn about
the craft and soon discovered that her
imagination carried her perfectly into
this next season of life. FitzRoy, who is
married with three adult children and
two grandchildren, is also the director
of programming at First Coast Ro-
mance Writers.

Q: Where did you grow up?

A: I was born in Louisville, Kentucky,
but grew up in Audubon, New Jersey.
We had a summer home from when I
was eight to 18 in Medford Lakes, so
that was very formative. We lived in a
log cabin on a lake with a canoe and a
sailboat. It was just perfect.

Q: Describe the novels you have writ-
ten.

A: I love to write historical romances
that sweep the reader into the past.
“Mercy’s Way” was my first novel set in

TTA

COLLECTION

&

An experience like no other!

Mention this ad &
receive 10% off
admission!

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

1845 about the Oregon Trail. “Beacon
Beach” came next and is set in 1886
Cape May, NJ. “His Haven” is a his-
torical romantic suspense set in 1923
Miami Beach. My most recent
novel, “Never on Monday,” is set
in 1955 Philadelphia and features
romance and mystery. It is about
a female private investigator who
is a complete rookie. She meets
her competition, a really good-
looking guy who is a PI with a
lot of experience. I am taking that
relationship through seven books.

Q: How has singing in the choir at
Christ Church impacted your life?

A: I am very spiritual, and I have
always had a strong spirituality. I don't
feel like I am alone. I have always had
a strong core, and I feel lucky that way.
When I joined the choir, I heard it said
that when you sing, you pray twice. I
think singing has really enhanced my
spirituality.

Q: What are your hobbies?
A: I like to play pickleball for socializa-

tion and exercise, taking it up during
the pandemic even though I had never
played a ball sport before in my life. I
also enjoy swimming laps and walking
on the beach.

Q: What is your life philosophy?

A: What I say to myself every day is
everything is working itself out for
good. I am open and receptive to my
highest good. And I am going to meet
my good. My good will also help other
people meet their good. So, I am going
to meet my good.

[Author’s note: For more information
about FitzRoys novels, visit www.maggie
fitzroy.com.]

Ponte Vedra
ewsLine
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St. Augustine Book Festival hosted by
Ximenez-Fatio House Museum

The Ximenez Fatio House Museum
will host the St. Augustine Book
Festival on the first three Saturdays of
September 2023 — from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Sept. 2, Sept. 9 and Sept. 16.
The event will feature literary events
that include historic house tours,
author meet and greets, author pre-
sentations, book signings, local attrac-
tions and vendors at the Ximenez-Fatio
House Museum, 20 Aviles St., historic
St. Augustine, Florida. Admission is
free to the festival, with donations
accepted to continue historic preser-
vation of the 225-year-old coquina
house. Advance RSVP for tour is
encouraged. Visit ximenezfatiohouse.
org for more information.

American Association of University
Women announces meetings

The American Association of Univer-
sity Women, St. Augustine branch, will
hold a Welcome Back Kickoff for all
current, new and prospective mem-
bers, on Wednesday, Sept. 13 from 6
p.m. — 8 p.m. at Captains Quarters
Clubhouse, 1 Dondanville Road in

St. Augustine. The featured speaker
will be Debi Redding with the Home-
less Coalition of St. Johns County.
Attendees will also learn more about
branch activities and AAUW’s mission.
Donations of canned pop-top goods
are welcomed.

The group’s October meeting will be

a card party scholarship fundraiser on
Saturday, Oct. 14 from 10:30 a.m. — 3
p.m. at Westminster St. Augustine, 235
Towerview Drive. Tickets are $30 per
person and include a buffet luncheon
and lots of camaraderie.

Email Lisa Herrmann, Lisa.Her-
rmann@pactivevergreen.com, or
Cathie Altman, cathie.altman@gmail.
com, for more information about at-
tending these events.
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS

1. Outsourcing (abbr.)
4. Post
8. German city on edge of Black
Forest
10. “__, but goodie”
11. Spiced stew
12. Passionately
13. Monetary units
15. Group of living organisms

23. Cash machine

24. A way to soak

25. Hair product

26. Deride

27. “The Blonde Bombshell”
34. Cause to become insane
35. Bluish greens

36. Supported with money
37. Type of equation

CLUES DOWN

1. Native of Slovakia
2. Deli meat
3. Fibrous substance in fungi
4. Cutting
5. Vedder and Van Halen
6. Horror comic novelist
7. Rulers of Tunis
9. Shaped like a circle
10. Make a pig of oneself

20. Leg (slang)

23. Pokes holes in

24. Moved quickly on foot

25. Fix-it shops

26. Type of bread

27. Repaired

28. Synthetic diamond (abbr.)
29. Type of drug (abbr.)

30. German city along the Rhine

16. Organic compound derived
from ammonia

17. High honors

18. 5-year-olds’ classes

21. Swiss river

22. Old woman

38. Court officials

39. Indian god

40. Rids

41. Leak slowly through

42. Units of ionizing radiation

43. Midway between south and southeast

31. Animal disease

32. Martini necessities
33. Get away from

34. Village in Mali

36. Djibouti franc

12. Aphorism

14. Witness

15. Single Lens Reflex

17. Freshwater North American fish
19. Nautical ropes

@**ﬁ®%~0°‘%¢%o><“+w=: «C \ ~RB
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.

Q&A with Eddie Creamer cont. from pg. 6

exemption and even if you did not apply for i,
the Property Appraiser has discretion up until
25 days after TRIM (this year, that would be
Sept. 12) to apply for the exemption. So please
contact our office immediately. Especially dur-
ing TRIM season, we answer our phones and
return all messages and emails prior to the end
of each business day.

Community Marketplace
Call to advertise (904) 886-4919

Wity | 25,

AIR CONDITIONING * PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL
RESIDENTIAL REMODELING

NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK

904-737-6337
WatsonConstructionGroup.com

QUALITY TILE & MORE ..

Demo ¢ Plumbing ¢ Electrical  Tile « Cabinet Installation

- Countertops « Trim work « Paint Q: What is the best way for our readers to

contact you?

\We also do re-grouting,
grout cleaning and

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis Speed-
re-caulking!

way Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500. It is open Mon-
day — Friday, 8:30 a.m. — 5 p.m. Also, readers
can email me at Eddie@sjcpa.us or call me at

(904) 827-5500.

Building Services: CBC1263291
HVAC: CAC1816040.

Plumbing: CFC057343

Electric: EC13010558 904—!594--7483 call or text

FREE CONSU_I.T AND ESTII\-AATE

7X PAINTING

Send us your
community
news!

editor@
floridanewsline.
com

SERVICES INC
#¥ Interior & Exterior Painting

* Pressure Washing LICENSED & INSURED
¥ Drywall & Siding Repair 20 YEARS
#¥ Popcorn Removal & Texture OF EXPERIENCE

Call JET for a FREE Estimate 204-866-9490

paintingservices@hotmail.com

4 ROOF CLEANING
4 POOL ENCLOSURES
6 DOCKS & WALKWAY

4 EXTERIOR CLEANING
4 EXTERIOR PAINTING & RESTORATION
é HOT WASH & SOFT WASH

“ﬂﬂﬂw CALL US TODAY: 904-622-3000

Www. powwashjax com

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Call Linda 904-607-5062




Dental Insurance -
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Com-
pany. Covers 350
procedures. Real
insurance - not a
discount plan. Get
your free dental info
kit! 1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.
com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxy-
gen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit.
Call 877-929-9587

VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espafiol

Prepare for power
outages today with
a GENERAC home
standby generator $0
Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free
Quote. Call before
the next power out-
age: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter

protection. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter
estimate today.
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty &
professional installs.
Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally,
super-fast internet
no matter where you
live. 25 Mbps just
$59.99/mo! Unlim-
ited Data is Here.
Stream Video. Bun-
dle TV & Internet.
Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

Become a published
author. We want
to read your book!
Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since
1920. Consultation,
production, promo-
tion & distribution.

Job Finder:

By Your Side Senior Care is hiring! MUST be 18 years old or older, earned
a high school diploma or equivalent, have a working vehicle & current
auto insurance, pass DMV, background, and drug screening. Apply at
byyoursidefl.com or call 904-579-3059.

Westminster St. Augustine, located in World Golf Village, is looking for a
part time dishwasher. Typical hours are 4pm to 9pm. Starting pay is $15
per hour. Text 904-474-1075 to receive an online application.

Westminster Woods is looking for Nurses for our 3p-11p shift. Great wages
along with shift differential and sign on bonus. Apply online at https://
westminstercommunitiesfl.org/careers/

served.’

Westminster St. Augustine World Golf Village is accepting applications
in Housekeeping, Maintenance, Dining and Nursing. Nursing must
be currently licensed in the State of Florida & CPR certified. Apply at:
WestminsterStAugustineFL.org EOE, DFWP - “We honor those who have

Call for free author's
guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For
190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some re-
strictions apply. Pro-
mo Expires 1/31/24.
1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-in
tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and ser-
vice. Now featuring
our free shower
package & $1600

off - limited time!
Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, Ameri-
ca's premier mobile
medical alert sys-
tem. Whether you're
home or away. For
safety & peace of
mind. No long
term contracts!
Free brochure!
1-888-489-3936

Free high speed
internet if quali-
fied. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select
pgms incl. Medic-
aid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15

GB internet. An-
droid tablet free
w/one-time $20
copay. Free ship-
ping. Call Max-
sip Telecom!
1-833-758-3892

Inflation is at 40
year highs. Interest
rates are way up.
Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans.
Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call
National Debt Re-
lief to find out how
to pay off your debt
for significantly
less than what you
owe! Free quote:
1-877-592-3616

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Time-
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PROTECT

WHAT MATTERS MOST

Whether you are home or away, protect what
matters most from unexpected power outages
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

BATH
REMODEL

|

YOUR BATHROOM.
YOUR WAY.
IN'AS LITTLE AS

ONE
DJAN §

CALL NOW
866.753.9521

share Cancella-
tion ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in
timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in
2019. Get free info
package & learn
how to get rid of
your timeshare!
Free consulta-
tions. Over 450
positive reviews.
833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most
local MLB Games!
Choice Package
$89.99/mo for 12
mos Stream on 20

devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
VS 1-866-859-0405

Are you a pet owner?
Do you want to get
up to 100% back on
vet bills? Physicians
Mutual Insurance
Company has pet
coverage that can
help! Call 1-844-774-
0206 to get a free
quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/ads

‘ I
FREE ‘.
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $735 Value!

GENERAC
 ——— |

SPECIAL

OFFER
Waiving All
Installation
Costs

apply. Offer subject
d vary by dealer.

Diagnosed with lung
cancer & 65+7? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award.
No obligation! We've
recovered millions.
Let us help! Call
24/7 1-877-7107-5707

My Caring Plan’s lo-
cal advisors have
helped thousands of
families with unique
needs find senior
living. Can you af-
ford 2k a month in
rent? We can help
for free! 866-511-1799

P_____opHntory

Q&A with Krista Joseph cont. from pg. 5

7. Prevent land clearing too far in

By Scott A. Grant
mail@floridanewsline. com

Seeking to cash in on the Rock &

Roll boom of the 1960s, a pair of

TV producers decided to create a

TV show based on the escapades of a
fictional band called “The Monkees.”
Some say that the idea sprang forth

on the night of Feb. 9, 1964, the day
the Beatles first appeared on the Ed
Sullivan Show. There were other acts
that night including a young Broadway
singer named Davy Jones who had just
finished a commanding performance as
the Artful Dodger in the Broadway hit
“Oliver Twist.” The same night that the
American heartland was introduced to
the Beatles, they were also introduced
to Davy Jones.

Jones was signed as a Monkee in 1965
followed by Michael Nesmith. Nesmith
had written and recorded a song called
“Different Drum.” That song was not a
hit for Nesmith, but it was a big hit for
the Stone Poneys, fronted by a young
Linda Ronstadt. At the time, Ne-
smith’s mother was struggling to meet
demand for her growing business, the
Liquid Paper Company. Bette Nesmith
invented “White-Out” while work-
ing as a secretary for a bank in Dallas.
Eventually, she would sell the company
to Gillette for $47.5 million two weeks
before her death in 1979. Mickey Do-

1e Monkees come to Jacksonville

with an unexpected guest

lenz was a former child actor and son
of TV character actor George Dolenz.
Peter Tork, the last to join the band,
was a folk singer who hoped to one day
be president.

The show was a surprise hit, but even
more surprisingly, the manufactured
music was an even bigger hit. In 1967,
the Monkees went on tour. Halfway
through, Nesmith and Dolenz wanted
a new opening act. The pair had gone
to Greenwich Village to see an African
American who purportedly played his
guitar with his teeth. When they saw
him again at the Monterey Pop Festival
in June of ’67, they were sold.

And so, on July 8, 1967, Jimi Hendrix
joined The Monkees on stage for the
first time at the Jacksonville Memorial
Coliseum. The combination was ill-fat-
ed from the start. No one who wanted
to see The Monkees wanted to see Jimi
Hendrix and vice versa. Hendrix had
once called the Monkees” music “dish-
water.” The teen and pre-teen girls who
flocked to see the Monkees had even
less enthusiasm for Jimi, and they made
it clear, nearly booing Hendrix from
the stage, shouting things like “We
want The Monkees” and “We want
Daavvy!” When Hendrix tried to get

them to sing along to his song “Foxy
Lady,” the crowd just shouted back
“Foxy Davy!”

The day before the concert, the
“Jacksonville Journal” ran a short press
release about the Monkees in their
weekend supplement, “Action.” In a
twist that can only be described as “so
Jacksonville,” the supplement ran a
long cover story on a local band, “The
Daybreakers.” The band was fronted
by 16-year-old Wanda Roberson, the
“little girl with a mighty big sound,”
who was about to cut two records fresh
off big performances at the Jacksonville
Beach Auditorium and the Orange
Park High School Gymnasium.

“The Jimi Hendrix Experience” was
not mentioned. Hendrix was greeted
the same way at each subsequent tour
stop. It was frustrating. After nine days,
he quit the tour. But he did get a small
amount of revenge for his humiliating
Jacksonville debut. Sixteen months
later, he returned in his own right and
sold-out the Jacksonville Coliseum.’

Scott A. Grant is a local pop historian. By
day, he is CEO of Standfast Asset Man-
agement. He welcomes your comments at
scottg@standjfastic.com.

advance of development; 8. Preserve
buffers, thereby protecting an exist-
ing neighborhoods’ privacy and other
quality of life aspects; 9. Ensure that
development and construction do
not lead to die-off of trees in abut-
ting preserve areas; 10. Continue to
allow the county’s surveyor to create
a tree inventory; 11. Preserve more
trees in commercial settings; 12.
Ensure that 100 percent of disburse-
ment of funds from the county’s Tree
Bank goes toward the purchase and
installation of trees; 13. Monitor and
ensure adherence to code is accom-
plished with higher fines; and 14.
Notification of clearing within 300
feet of the property to the people on
the property line.

Q: What is the next step?

A: Our team (staff) at the county
is now going over these 14 points
and will make a presentation show-
ing, among other things, finan-
cial ramifications to the Board of
County Commissioners at our Oct.
17 meeting. I encourage people to
attend this meeting and use their
three minutes of public comment
so that we commissioners will know
their opinions.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at bcc4k-
joseph@sjcfl.us or call me at (904)
679-2620.
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Retiring In Luxury Awaits,

If You Dont Wait.

incredible neighborhoods for luxury retirement living. Both feature

gorgeous homes, every amenity under the sun, the most attentive

staff you'll ever meet, and a plan for every stage of aging. Enjoy

comfort, security, and a warm, inviting community that truly feels

like home. Whether you choose Vicar's Landing at

Sawgrass or Vicar's Landing at Oak Bridge, just don't

choose to wait. Thanks to high demand, space at both

h 4

HVICARS | VICAR'S
g Life Choice Community ™ LAN«DI NG LAN@DI Ngé

SAWGRASS

neighborhoods is limited. Call us now to take a tour.

904.285.6000 | VicarsLanding.com




