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Creeks Crushers  cont. on pg. 2

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Students across St. Johns County 
returned to school on Thursday, Aug. 
10. According to District 1 School 
Board Member Beverly Slough, the 
district welcomed back more than 
50,000 students this year.

“I visited all 10 schools 
in District 1 on the first 
day of school,” Slough 
said. “In every case, it 
looked like the 50th 
day of school rather 
than the first day — 
things were running 
so smoothly. Everyone 
looked cheerful and 
there was great learning 
taking place, even on 
the first day.” 

Slough pointed out that 
this year, unlike many 
years, the district is not 
opening a brand new 
school.

“We’re grateful 
for the break,” she 
said, “but we will 
be doubling up 
and opening two 
new schools next 
year.”

There are two 
new principals 

in District 1 schools this year: 
Dr. Joy Reichenberg, an experi-
enced principal, will lead Juling-
ton Creek Elementary and Drew 
Chiodo, a first year principal, will 
lead Patriot Oaks Academy.

At Freedom Crossing Academy, home 

to 1,960 students this year,  Principal 
Gina Fonesca was pleased with the 
first day at her school.

“It is so much fun to feel the excite-
ment and anticipation of a new school 
year,” Fonseca said. “The teachers 
at Freedom Crossing have worked 
so hard over the last few weeks to 
prepare for our students’ arrival. Our 
goal is to make school a fun place to 
learn and grow.”

Freedom Crossing Academy is a 
“Capturing Kids Heart School,” 
which means they welcome their 
students, share Good News and build 

classroom Social Contracts. New this 
year is a revised Master Schedule, 
which has middle school students eat-
ing at the end of the day. Also, during 
a 30-minute block on Wednesdays, 
students meet with their House Teams 
to focus on Character Counts.

Julington Creek Elementary’s mascot, 
Jazzy, welcomed students back to 
school. The school has new additions 
to its administrative team, including 
new principal, Dr. Joy Reichenberg 
and new assistant principal, Jennifer 
Frank. They join Melissa Hatcher, 
an assistant principal who joined the 
school last fall. 

 Photo courtesy Lauren O’Shell

A Freedom Crossing Academy fifth grade student on the first day of school.

Photo courtesy Kelli Gallant

Kelli Gallant’s second grade class on the first day of school at Timberlin Creek Elementary.

Creeks Crushers 
8u are back-
to-back 
World Series 
champions
By Luis Cordero and Nikki Riley
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Aug. 3, Creeks Crushers 8u Elite 
softball team completed its season 
by winning its second straight Babe 
Ruth World Series. The tournament 
was comprised of state and regional 
champions from the United States 
along with Puerto Rico. It was a 
stacked field and was truly showcas-
ing the best talent within the Babe 
Ruth League. 

The week began with Creeks Crush-
ers Elite beating Puerto Rico by a 
score of 11 – 1 in their first pool 
play game. From there, the Crush-
ers went on to beat the Virginia 
State Champion, Rockville (6 – 4), 
Northeast Regional Champion, New 
Hampshire (14 – 2) and Northeast 
Regional Runner up, Connecticut 
(21 – 0) in their remaining pool 
play games. The Crushers were 
undefeated coming out of pool play 
and secured the first place seed for 
Bracket-Play by allowing the least 
amount of runs (seven), scoring the 
most runs (52), and having the best 
run differential in the tournament 
(52 – 7).

In the first round of Bracket-Play, 
the Crushers found themselves 
rematched against the Virginia State 
Champions who were expected to be 

SJC students  cont. on pg. 12

St. Johns County students return to school

Photo courtesy Heidi Karl
Julington Creek Elementary students are ready for school.



Page 2 | The CreekLine September 2023

Tari Taylor + Kari Francom
RE A LT OR®

WE LIST YOUR HOME FOR 4%  TOTAL COMMISSION
 AND 

WE LOWER THE COMMISSION TO 3%  IF WE BRING
THE BUYER! 

We're here to help! 

(9 0 4) 449 - 1 85 5
T A RIT A Y LOR@PHRFL.NE T

* This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list your home if it is currently listed with another Realtor.

BROK E R A S S OCIA T E ,  RE A LT OR®
(9 0 4) 347- 1 5 6 0

K A RIFRA NCOM@PHRFL.NE T

Your Favorite Mother/Daughter Team!

MIK E  & T A RI  T A Y LOR HA VE  BE E N RE COGNIZ E D IN FORBE S  MA GA Z INE  A ND FORT UNE
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Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Come in and bring a 
loved one to receive:

•

 

FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
   Try it at home, work and play!

Introducing Oticon MoreTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.  

  
 

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman  
Audiologist /Owner HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

You're invited to try   
Oticon More RISK FREE  

Your Community Resource for Be�er Hearing

their stiffest competition. The Crush-
ers soundly won the game by collecting 
22 hits in two innings and winning 18 
– 1 in a three-inning mercy rule finish. 
Next, Creeks faced off against Ohio 
Valley Regional Champion, Fern Creek, 
Kentucky. Creeks Elite was able to hold 
on for a 5 – 3 victory and punched their 
ticket to the World Series Champion-
ship Game.

Creeks Crushers Elite came into the 
Championship Game undefeated as 
they had done numerous times this All-
Star Season; however, on this occasion, 
they were matched up against another 
undefeated team, the North Caro-
lina State Champion, Jamesville, NC. 
Creeks came out early with a six-run 
lead and did not allow a run until the 
fifth inning. The Crushers ultimately 
sealed the victory with a final score of 
8 – 3. Once again, the Creeks Crushers 
8u Elite clinched the World Series title.

As they had done all summer, the 
Creeks Crushers 8u Elite dominated 
their tournament competition, posting a 
7 – 0 record and outscoring their oppo-
nents 83 – 14. They led the field with a 
team batting average of .505, scored an 
average of almost 12 runs per game, and 
held teams to an average of two runs per 
game. 

In addition to team accolades, mul-
tiple players brought home individual 
awards for their efforts. Ivy Griffin, 
Jordan Williams, Georgia Griffin, Jadah 
Stubbs, Honor Ellison, Claire Riley, and 
Grace Cordero received Player of the 
Game Awards. Jadah Stubbs received All 
World Series Team Honors as she had 
12 hits, 13 RBIs, and had a .600 aver-
age for the tourney. Grace Cordero also 
received All World Series Team Honors 
and was named World Series MVP as 
she led the team with 14 hits and posted 
a .736 batting average for the tourna-
ment. 

www.fruitcove.com
501 State Rd 13, St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.0996
Worship 9:30 & 11am
Connect Groups 9:30 & 11am

Clarity for Life @FruitCoveBC

Creeks Crushers  cont. from pg. 1

Photo courtesy Crystal Cordero
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Breed: 
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Fetching his ball
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers 
activities for seniors on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings at 6795 Collier Road in 
Orangedale. Cards, crafts and games start 
each day at 9 a.m. with trivia, nutrition/exer-
cise, Bunco and Bingo among the additional 
activities before lunch at 11:30 a.m. each day. 
Contact Program Coordinator Myra Fisher at 
(904) 209-3658 or mfisher@coasjc.org for 
more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who 
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming (with 
all items donated to charity) meets every 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at Maple 
Street Biscuit Company, 1627 Race Track 
Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s Facebook 
page (Playing HOOKie) or email playinghook-
ie2022@gmail.com for more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays the 
game of “Hand, Knee, and Foot” on Wednes-
days. If you are interested in joining, please 
call (904) 230-6962 and leave a message.

2nd: The Northeast Florida 
Chapter of Sisters in Crime will 

meet on Sept. 2 at 10 a.m. in the Ponte Vedra 
Beach Branch Library, 101 Library Blvd. (FOL 
Room). Lana McAra, an award-winning, inter-
national best- selling author and ghostwriter 
of 43 titles through traditional publishing 
with a million books sold will address 
“Create Compelling Fiction from Your Own 
Real-Life Experiences.” Bring your coffee and 
bring a friend. Visit www.nefloridasistersin-
crime.org or email floridasistersincrime@
gmail.com for more information.

5th: Honeybee Quilters Guild 
will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 5 at 

6:30 p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian Church in 
the Loft on the County Dock Road side of the 
church at 2501 Loretto Road. The program 
includes finalizing QuiltFest preparations 
and a scavenger hunt. Wearing masks is op-
tional. New members/guests welcome. Visit 
honeybeequilters.org for more information.

6th: Prosperity Plus Harness-
ing Your Invisible Power is a 

10-week class on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. be-
ginning Sept. 6 at Unity Church for Creative 
Living, 2777 Race Track Road in St. Johns. 
This transformational curriculum is designed 
to take your life to greater heights and ignite 
your potential to live your best life now. Visit 
www.unityinjax.com or call (904) 287-1505 

for more information.

6th: Widow to Widow, support 
group for widows by widows 

is held at Council on Aging (COA) River 
House, 179 Marine Street in St. Augustine on 
Wednesdays beginning Sept. 6 from 11:45 
a.m. – 12:45 p.m. Call (904) 209-3655 (Mon-
day – Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.org 
for more information.

7th: Open Card Play at Council 
on Aging (COA) River House, 179 

Marine Street in St. Augustine. Bring your 
deck of cards and socialize over a friendly 
card game of your choosing every Thursday 
beginning Sept. 7 from 12:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 
Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday – Thursday) or 
email tharris@coasjc.org for more informa-
tion.

9th: The Bartram Trail Genealogy 
Club meets the second Saturday 

of each month (this month, Sept. 9) from 
2 p.m. – 4 p.m. The topic is “How to handle 
DNA results in your tree?” Email ginglish@
comcast.net for more information. Visit www.
facebook.com/groups/BTGenClubGroup to 
send a request to join the club.

9th: The Friends of Alpine Park 
meets the second Saturday of 

each month (this month, Sept. 9) at 11 a.m. 
at the Harris-Bennett Farmhouse in Alpine 
Groves Park, 2060 State Road 13. Docents 
will conduct tours of the historic farmhouse 
from 12 p.m. – 2 p.m. As always, the public 
is invited. Email friendsofalpinepark@gmail.
com for more information.

11th: ESOL Learn to Read, with 
partners at Learn to Read St. 

Johns, will be held on Monday, Sept. 11. The 
beginner class is from 3:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. 
and the intermediate and/or conversation 
class is from 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. Register 
at www.sjcpls.org. Walkins will be welcome 
as space allows. Call 904-827-6960 or 
email Donna at dbraasch@sjcfl.us for more 
information.

11th: The Northwest St. Johns 
County United for Progress Club 

will meet on Monday, Sept. 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
Guest speaker, Suzanne Sapp, will speak on 
the importance of voting. Visit www.nwst-
johnsup.com or email nwsjcp@gmail.com for 
more information.

12th: Bartram Trail Newcomers’ 
and Women’s Club will host its 

meeting and luncheon on Tuesday, Sept. 12 
at 11 a.m. at the St. Johns Golf and Country 
Club, 205 St. Johns Golf Drive. Doors will 
open at 10:30 a.m. The featured speaker will 
be Sam Kouvaris. Checks for $32 should be 
made payable to BTNC and mailed to Brenda 
Jenkins, 2204 Fort Mellon Court, St. Augus-
tine, FL 32092. Payment must be received 
no later Tuesday, Sept. 5; be sure to indicate 
your entrée choice on the check memo. Visit 
www.facebook.com/BTNC1 for food choices 
and updated information.  

13th: AAUW St Augustine will 
hold its kick off meeting, hosted 

by Lynn Webb at Captain’s Quarters condos, 
1 Dondanville Road in St. Augustine from 
6 p.m. – 8 p.m. on Sept. 13. The meeting 
will feature two speakers: Debi Redding of 
St. Johns County Homeless Coalition and 
scholarship winner Ms. Shereen. Attendees 
are asked to bring a canned good (pop top) 
for the homeless. Visit https://staugustine-fl.
aauw.net/ for more information.

14th: The Garden Club of Swit-
zerland will present “Edibles as 

Part of Your Landscape” by Master Gardener 
Barbara Purple at 10 a.m. on Sept. 14 at the 
Bartram Trail Branch Library, 60 Davis Pond 
Blvd. Master Gardeners may be eligible for 
training CEUs from this presentation. Guests 
are welcome to attend. Visit www.switzer-
landgc.org for more information and to let 
the garden club know you will attend.

15th: Adult Craft — Puzzle piece 
picture frame will be held at 10 

a.m. on Sept. 15 at the Bartram Trail Branch 
Library, 60 Davis Pond Blvd. Choose some 
puzzle pieces and make a pretty frame for a 
piece of your heart. Stop by the Bartram Trail 
Info desk to see the example. All supplies are 
provided by the Bartram Trail Friends of the 
Library. Register at www.sjcpls.org or call the 
library at (904) 824-6960. Space is limited.

16th: Adult Book Club at the 
Bartram Trail Branch Library will 

celebrate the Freedom to Read on Satur-
day, Sept. 16 at 11 a.m. Visit the ALA website 
(www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/frequent-
lychallengedbooks/decade2019) and choose 
a challenged title. Register at www.sjcpls.org 
or call the library at (904) 824-6960. 

18th: The All Star Quilters Guild will 
meet at 9:30 a.m. for socializing 

prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday, Sept. 
18 at First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose 
Blvd. Sarah Squared Quilts will present a 
trunk show plus host a pop up shop. Sew 
and Tell is always a feature. Guests are wel-
come. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for more 
information.

19th: St. Johns CARES Planning 
Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

Sept. 19 at 6:30 p.m. via RingCentral Zoom. 
Contact president@stjohnscares.org for the 
meeting link.

19th: Happy Hookers crochet 
group will meet at the Bartram 

Trail Branch Library on Sept. 19 from 5:30 
p.m. – 6:45 p.m. The group crochets or knits 
blankets for cancer patients at area hospi-
tals. All skill levels are welcome. Visit www.
sjcpls.org or call (904) 827-6960.

19th: Newcomers of North St. Johns 
will host a luncheon featuring 

pianist Carl Grant on Tuesday, Sept. 19 begin-
ning at 11 a.m. at t. Johns Golf & Country Club, 
205 St. Johns Golf Drive. The cost for the 
luncheon and program is $35 for members. 
All reservations must be received by Sept. 8. 
Visit https://newcomersofnorthstjohns.org 
for more information.

29th: The St. Augustine Film So-
ciety will present the film “Brian 

and Charles,” a 2022 comedy drama film 
directed by Jim Archer about a lonely inven-
tor named Brian in rural Wales who spends 
his days building quirky, unconventional 
contraptions that seldom work. The film will 
be shown at 7 p.m. (doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
on Friday, Sept. 29 at The Waterworks, 184 
San Marco Ave. in St. Augustine. General 
admission is $8; Film Society members and 
students are free. Visit https://staugustine-
filmsociety.com/ for more information.

30th: 16th annual Holiday Craft 
Show will be held at San Juan 

del Rio Catholic Church, 1714 State Road 13, 
on Sept. 30 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. In addition to 
more than 50 vendors with unique items, the 
event will feature multiple food trucks.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. JohnsSeptemberSeptember Community Calendar
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Q A& with St. Johns County School Board 
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

Q A&  with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

DougNunneryRealtor.com 

(904) 233-8731
Broker Associate & REALTOR®

My free gift to you! Check out
Homebot to receive regular

updates on your property value
and other useful insights.

Saturday, September 16th
8am to 2pm

Julington Creek Plantation
www.jcppoa.com

Rain Date September 23rd

Q: Can you clarify information about 
the budget and taxes assessed by the 
school district for next year?

A: There seems to be some confu-
sion about this. Per Florida Statute, 
the school district has published an 
ad informing residents that their taxes 
will be increasing; however, the school 
district millage rate has actually de-
creased .073 mills, from 5.483 mills last 
year to 5.410 mills this year. The only 
reason that residents’ taxes are increas-
ing is because their property values 
have increased — an average of 18.85 
percent in St. Johns County this year. 
So, the taxes on the tax bill are going up 
because the assessed value of the homes 
has increased. 

This has nothing to do with the possibil-
ity that we may consider asking voters 
for one more mill, primarily to fund 
teacher salaries, next year. If we decide 
to do this, it would go on the ballot in 
2024 for people to vote on and poten-
tially go into effect in 2025. A millage 
increase requires voting by residents 
during a general election.

Q: What can you share about the first 
day of school?

A: We have now welcomed back more 
than 50,000 students to our classrooms 
this year. We don’t really know how 
we’re being impacted by the vouchers 
issued by the state at this time; we know 
we’ve lost some students, but the state 
won’t release these numbers until the 
October student counts. We are seeing 
a few new homeschooled students since 
they are now eligible for vouchers.

As for teacher vacancies, we are way 
down from this time last year and are 
hiring more teachers every day.

Q: Will St. Johns County offer AP 

Psychology this year?

A: Yes. There has been a lot of infor-
mation going around about this, but 
basically the AP won’t give credit for this 
course unless it is taught in its entirety. 
Our state department of education 
has approved teaching the course in its 
entirety in an age appropriate manner, 
so our district will be offering the course 
this year. Superintendent Forson met 
with all the teachers who will be teach-
ing this course and we’re all on the same 
page and don’t expect any problems 
going forward.

Q: How is student transportation far-
ing so far in the school year?

A: Our buses have required a number of 
double runs, but we are getting things 
under control. Road construction is 
an issue, especially on Longleaf Pine 
Parkway and County Road 210 near 
Beachwalk, which affects the students at 
Beachside High School. As the county 
grows, it definitely affects our transpor-
tation.

I am very thankful to the county for the 
completion of the safer walk zone for 
St. Johns Forest students as they walk 
to Liberty Pines Academy. The sidewalk 
was successfully moved farther from the 
roadway prior to the start of school.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 1?

A: We are looking forward to the kick-
off of fall sports and are expecting good 
behavior on behalf of our students and 
parents at the games. We call it “Victory 
with Honor” behavior.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at 
(904) 547-7510.

Q: Can you describe the impact the 
SJSO DUI unit is having on traffic 
safety?

A: I’d like to recognize our achieve-
ments as historic lows in traffic crashes 
and fatal crashes are predicted for our 
county this year. We are on track this 
year to have a 71 percent decrease in to-
tal crashes and a 55 percent decrease in 
fatal crashes and I believe a lot of this is 
due to the hard work of our DUI unit. 
We used to average 30 traffic-related 
deaths per year in the county and for 
the past two years, we’ve averaged 20 
per year, despite our continually grow-
ing population.

Q: What can you tell us about the 
DUI unit?

A: We have three full time deputies 
(one is a corporal) and one part time. 
All of the deputies in this unit are also 
Drug Recognition Experts or DRE. 
This certification and standard is hard to 
maintain and we are third in the state, 

behind only Pinellas and Hillsborough 
counties, in having three or more DRE 
within our DUI unit. 

At a recent Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving awards event, we were nominat-
ed for Best DUI Unit in a Large Urban 
Area. Our DUI corporal received an 
award for more than 1,000 career DUIs 
and the corporal and one of the depu-
ties received awards for more than 100 
DUI arrests in 2022. They were both 
also nominated for DUI officer of the 
year, so they have been recognized for 
their expertise.

Q: What are the duties of the DUI 
unit?

A: Our DUI unit falls under the Traffic 
Division, so besides the day-to-day DUI 
enforcement duties (a deputy can call in 
the DUI unit anytime there is a crash or 
erratic driving and the deputy suspects 
impairment), the DUI unit is respon-

Q&A with Sheriff Rob Hardwick  cont. on pg. 6
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Q A& with St. Johns County Supervisor of 
Elections Vicky Oakes Q A& with St. Johns County Property Appraiser 

Eddie Creamer

“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

IF YOUR SIGNATURE HAS GONE FROM

to
John Hancock

John Hancock
IT'S TIME TO UPDATE YOUR SIGNATURE!

YOUR SIGNATURE IS USED TO VERIFY VOTE-BY-MAIL
BALLOTS, PROVISIONAL BALLOTS, AND CANDIDATE
AND INITIATIVE PETITIONS. KEEP YOUR VOTER
RECORD UP TO DATE! VISIT WWW.VOTESJC.GOV!

Q U E S T I O N S ?  C A L L  9 0 4 - 8 2 3 - 2 2 3 8

Q: Are our elections secure?

A: Yes! As the Supervisor of Elections, 
I have 100 percent confidence in our 
voting system and processes, and you can 
too, because Florida uses the safest sys-
tem that exists: a paper ballot. St. Johns 
County voters have been voting on paper 
ballots since 1994, and all of Florida 
since 2008. Additionally, only voting sys-
tems certified by the Department of State 
can be used to count ballots in Florida.

Q: What kind of voting system is used 
in St. Johns County?

A: We utilize ES&S DS200 digital scan 
tabulators for counting ballots during 
early voting and on Election Day. To 
count vote-by-mail ballots, the Elections 
Office uses DS850 high speed tabulators. 
We have been using this system since 
2010.

Q: Are our voting machines connected 
to the internet?

A: No. A stand-alone server is used to 
program the election and tabulate the 
results. After polls close on election 
night, unofficial results are transmitted 
using a secured private network that has 
no internet access. 

Q: How do I know that my ballot was 
counted accurately?

A: Our machines go through rigor-
ous testing before each election, where 
thousands of ballots are run through the 
machines to make sure they are working 
correctly and counting each vote accu-
rately. A public Logic and Accuracy test 
is conducted prior to each election, and 
the machines must be certified they are 
counting accurately prior to being used 
in an election. This test is open to the 
public, so you can attend to be sure our 
machines will count your vote correctly.

Q: Does Florida conduct audits after 
an election?

A: Yes. Audits have been conducted in 
every election in Florida since 2007, 
except in the case of a recount. Year after 
year and election after election, our man-
ual audits, which consist of hand count-
ing a percentage of ballots to compare to 
the machine count, have confirmed the 
accuracy of our machines.

Q: Is there a new audit process coming 
in 2024 for our election?

A: Yes. St. Johns County has recently 
purchased Clear Ballot Clear Audit, an 
automated independent audit system. 
The system provides a 100 percent audit 
of election results separate from our tabu-
lation system. Beginning in 2024, a 100 
percent audit of our election results will 
be conducted on every election.

Q: Are elections conducted on a local 
level?

A: Yes! Our poll workers do not work for 
a political party or candidate, they serve 
you, the voters of St. Johns County. Our 
staff and poll workers serve with integrity 
and transparency to ensure your vote is 
counted fairly and impartially. Remem-
ber, our poll workers are members of our 
community. They are our friends, family, 
and neighbors. We are public servants 
who serve to protect your right to vote.

Q: How can I find out more about the 
security of our elections?

A: Come take a tour of our office! We 
offer a behind the scenes look of our 
operation and present the facts about 
how elections are conducted in St. Johns 
County. Visit www.votesjc.gov/office-
tours to schedule a tour.

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at voakes@
votesjc.com or call me at (904) 823-
2238. Our website, www.votesjc.com 
also has a wealth of information.

Q: Can you share information about 
TRIM notices?

A: TRIM notices have been mailed 
and are also available for review on 
our website. TRIM stands for “Truth 
in Millage” and is a notice of property 
taxes. It is basically the final notice 
of the year to work with the Property 
Appraiser on any disagreements on 
values or exemptions. If we can’t come 
to an agreement, we encourage tax-
payers to file a petition with the Value 
Adjustment Board.

Q: What is the timing of the taxes 
on the TRIM notice?

A: The property value and exemptions 
that a property owner sees on the 
TRIM notice are as of Jan. 1, 2023 
and are looking back. They are based 
on the use, ownership and condition 
of the property as of Jan. 1, 2023. If 
you did not own your property on 
Jan. 1, 2023, this year’s taxes and ex-
emptions are not yours, but are rather 
those of the previous owner. As of Jan. 
1, 2024, all of your caps and exemp-
tions if any will go into effect.

Q: How do you assess property val-
ues and taxes?

A: All 67 Property Appraisers in the 
State of Florida assess property and 
create their tax roll under very strict 
state statutes. The oversight is by the 
Florida Department of Revenue, not 

the local county government, so each 
year prior to July 1 we submit the 
tax roll to the Florida Department of 
Revenue, where it is evaluated under 
those standards. The Florida Depart-
ment of Revenue must approve the 
tax roll prior to us sending out TRIM 
notices. Since I’ve been in office, St. 
Johns County has never not had our 
tax roll approved on the first round by 
the Florida Department of Revenue. 

Q: What should taxpayers do if 
there is something on their TRIM 
that they do not understand?

A: If anyone has questions on TRIM, 
values, or exemptions, they should 
contact our office. If you are qualified 
for an exemption and even if you did 
not apply for it, the Property Ap-
praiser has discretion up until 25 days 
after TRIM (this year, that would be 
Sept. 12) to apply for the exemption. 
So please contact our office immedi-
ately. Especially during TRIM season, 
we answer our phones and return all 
messages and emails prior to the end 
of each business day.

Q: What is the best way for our 
readers to contact you?

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis 
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500. 
It is open Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. Also, readers can email me 
at Eddie@sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 
827-5500.

sible for maintaining the Intoxilyzer 
machine, which measures blood al-
cohol content. We keep our primary 
machines in the booking area of the 
jail, but we also have portable ones 
for the DUI unit. Our DUI deputies 
are also responsible for the training on 
impairment that all of our deputies 
are required to take. As DREs they 
provide statewide training on DUI 
instruction and are also qualified as 
expert witnesses in the courtroom.

Q: What is the key takeaway you’d 
like our readers to have?

A: The SJSO is saving lives, accord-
ing to statistics, but we also strive to 

educate the public about how many 
options there are to not drive while 
impaired (either with alcohol or 
drugs). Ridesharing is readily available 
and people can also call our non-
emergency number and we can call a 
ride or a taxi for you. We want to get 
people home alive. There is just no 
reason to drink and drive.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you with any questions 
or suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.
org or call me at (904) 824-8304. 
Also, our website, www.sjso.org has 
a wealth of resources, from alarm 
registration to Crime Stoppers to our 
Neighbors app.

Q&A with Sheriff Rob Hardwick  cont. from pg. 5
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To find out more about our programs, services and resources,  

call (904) 260.1818 or visit RiverGarden.org

River Garden has a storied history as a 

not-for-profit, mission-driven community 

agency at the heart of which is the Fifth 

Commandment. Our faith-based foundation 

guides our decisions, placing focus squarely 

on the best interests of those we serve.

ANDY DAHMS 
PAINTING SERVICES

Professional Painting Contractor

Whole house repaints 
Interior & Exterior 

Pool Deck  
Patio Floor 

Decorative Curbing  
Reseal Decorative Stone 

or Pavers

Insured and References Available

941-730-1381
Andygoodeats1@gmail.com

Mention this ad to receive 10% off
starting on Labor Day

and ending on September 30th
starting on Labor Day

and ending on September 30th

Q A& with St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court 
and County Comptroller Brandon J. Patty 

Q. What is the history behind the St. 
Johns County Clerk’s Office?

A. Our office’s history goes all the way 
back to 1821 when it was established 
by Governor Andrew Jackson along 
with the County Clerk/Sheriff. The 
first deed was then recorded on Sept. 
13, 1821, at the Governor’s House, still 
standing in Downtown St. Augustine.

The deed names the grantor as Jose 
Maria Ugarte and Francisco Reyes 
as the grantee and details the sale of 
a piece of property in St. Augustine 
for $600. The document even names 
two witnesses and a notary. Some of 
the same legal language used in the 
first recorded document from 1821 is 
still used in deeds today. Some of our 
office’s recorded deeds are written in 
Spanish, which aligns with St. Augus-
tine’s prominent Spanish history.

Q. What was the responsibility of the 
Clerk’s Office back in the 1800s?

A. Many of the clerk’s responsibili-
ties remain the same as 202 years ago, 
including recording court activities, 
property deeds, and other transactions; 
however, while many of the functions 
are the same, the county’s boundaries 
were much larger as St. Johns County 
encompassed all land from the Suwan-
nee River east and south down to Key 
West. We still maintain these records 
which showcase how residents traveled 
hundreds of miles to record docu-

ments. It’s a remarkable testament to 
the importance of accurate records and 
their importance to our quality of life. 

Q. How is the Clerk’s Office honor-
ing its unique history?

A. We are honoring our office’s unique 
history with a historical marker 
designating the Governor’s House as 
the original clerk’s office in Florida. 
On Sept. 28, our office will host an 
unveiling and dedication ceremony to 
share this historical marker with the St. 
Johns County community and fellow 
clerks around the state. 

Q. How does the Clerk’s Office  work 
to maintain its history?

A. As the official record keeper for St. 
Johns County, the clerk’s office has a 
plethora of historical items. We have 
historical maps as well as books that 
all point back to our extensive history. 
We even have local county commission 
meeting minutes from April 30, 1866.

The Official Record books, court 
records, and maps in our office 
paint a picture of the growth in St. 
Johns County. As the county keeps 
growing, it’s essential our office 
continues to protect the public’s 
trust in record keeping by preserv-
ing these records for generations 
to come. Many records remain 
available for viewing in our office 

Q A& with St. Johns County Commission 
Chairman Christian Whitehurst, District 1

Q: Do you have anything updated 
to share about the property on State 
Road 13 and Otoes Place that is 
owned by First Coast Energy?

A: First Coast Energy has applied to 
build a Neighborhood Commercial 
development, which they are allowed to 
do. The property is properly zoned for 
this and the project will not come before 
the Board of County Commissioners. 

I have heard the concerns of the com-
munity and have directed staff to talk to 
First Coast Energy to attempt to con-

vince them to save more of the trees. I’m 
on the side of the residents, but we don’t 
have any legal standing to require this. 
I’ve also asked our staff to impress upon 
the applicant about the safety concerns 
regarding an entrance to the property 
from Otoes Place as there is a bus stop 
there. Due to basic planning principles 
in our own development code, though, 
having two points of ingress and egress 
to the property is desirable.

The last time I checked, staff had indeed 
met with residents and then relayed 
their concerns to the applicants. 

Q: What is the latest on the Shamrock 
Sports Proposal, presented to the 
Board of County Commissioners in 
July that sought to develop, in part-
nership, a recreational sports facility 
along State Road 16A?

A: This proposal required a land swap to 
add 33-acres of property to the county’s 
present site. Our staff looked at it and 
this 33-acre site is already being dug as 
a pond by the Florida Department of 
Transportation for use in the construc-
tion of the First Coast Expressway. 
Without this land swap, the potential 
offered by the investors for the addi-
tional soccer fields to support the profes-
sional soccer league is not possible. The 
county ballfields as initially planned for 
the original 40-acre county site will still 

be built.  

Q: What is the status of the budget 
process for fiscal year 2024?

A: The Board of County Commissioners 
will vote on the final budget at our regu-
lar meeting on Sept. 19. We did decide 
to fund 18 new firefighter positions to 
keep up with the growth of the county; 
their calls for service have increased 
markedly. Also, funding for LAMP 
(Land Acquisition and Management 
Program) was increased from $500,000 
to $2 million for fiscal year 2024. We 
are continuing to build our war chest to 
buy land for conservation.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 1?

A: We are currently conducting a na-
tional search for a new county admin-
istrator. We will receive applications 
until Sept. 15 and our goal is to have a 
new administrator in place by the end 
of October. We have hired a consultant 
to help us filter through the hundreds 
of applications we expect and our search 
committee, made up of Commissioner 
Henry Dean; Clerk of Court Brandon 
Patty; St. Johns County Director of 
Human Resources Lilian Hutchinson; 
and Jerry Wilson, a community/business 
representative, will do interviews. The 
final three candidates will appear before 
the Board of County Commissioners.

Q&A with St. Johns County Clerk  cont. on pg. 13
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Monthly         ST  JOHNS.

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246  
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

5.2

5.3

5.25

6-Month

1-Year

18-Month

FDI-1867M-A  AECSPAD 19665691

Mitch Wright
Financial Advisor

605 Sr 13n Ste 101
Fruit Cove, FL 32259
904-230-3385

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/15/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. 
Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD 
values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to 
maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be 
permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. 
CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Call or visit your local financial advisor today

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the 
marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance 
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies. 
1008115-00005-00

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License #0E93910
844-954-8700
andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning

SHIPPING SERVICES
• UPS Next Day Air
• UPS 2nd Day Air
• UPS 3 Day • UPS Ground
• Priority Mail
• USPS Retail Ground
• Media Mail • Stamps
• First Class Package Service
• Priority Mail International
• Certified Mail
• Metered Mail
• UPS International Shipping
• USPS International Shipping

PRINTING SERVICES
• Business Cards
• Magnetic Business Cards
• Banners  • Brochures
• Laminating  • Binding
• Custom Invitations
• Envelopes  • Posters
• Door Hangers
• Greeting Cards
• Passport Photos
• Bookmarks • Car Magnets
• Yard Signs 
• Menus and more!

TEACHER

DISCOUNT
S!

SE
HABLO
ESPANOL

Family Owned & Operated

MAILBOX SERVICES
with 24 hour access

Your ONE STOP SHOP
for all your business needs!

Celebrating 70 years of empowering america’s small businesses
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On July 30, 1953, President Dwight 
Eisenhower signed the Small Business 
Act into law, creating a new agency: 
the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion. Its mission: to aid, counsel, 
assist and protect small businesses, the 
backbone of America’s economy. Since 
then, SBA has helped millions of 
entrepreneurs pursue their dreams of 
business ownership. Some of Amer-
ica’s biggest companies — including 
Nike, Apple, FedEx, Ben & Jerry’s, 
Under Armour and Chobani — got 
their start with help from SBA. 

Here are seven important ways the 
SBA continues to serve small busi-
nesses: 

1. Expanding access to capital. 
Through the 7(a), 504, microloan and 
other loan programs, SBA facilitates 
lending from partner financial institu-
tions to entrepreneurs who may not 
meet conventional loan requirements. 
By reducing the risk for lenders, the 
SBA empowers small business owners 
to secure the financing they need to 
start, expand or recover from set-

backs. Over the years, these lending 
programs have helped small businesses 
access the capital they need to start 
and grow their businesses. 

2. Providing business counseling and 
mentorship. Small Business Devel-
opment Centers, Women’s Busi-
ness Centers, SCORE chapters and 
Veterans Business Outreach Centers 
offer entrepreneurs expert counsel-
ing, training, mentorships and other 
services for every stage of their busi-
ness journey. This network continues 
to expand with Women’s Business 
Centers in every state and Puerto 
Rico, new Veterans Business Outreach 
Centers and more.

3. Boosting government contract-
ing opportunities. The U.S. govern-
ment is the world’s largest customer, 
representing a big opportunity for 
small business growth. The Women-
Owned Small Business federal con-
tract program, 8(a) Business Develop-
ment program, HUBZone program, 
Veterans Certification program and 
other assistance programs help small 
businesses tap into government con-
tracting.  

4. Helping small businesses recover 
from disasters. In coordination with 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, state and local governments 
and other organizations, SBA con-
nects business owners and homeown-
ers in declared disaster areas with 
low-interest disaster loans to help 
communities recover. In addition, 

these loans can now be increased to 
fund mitigation improvements to 
boost resiliency against future disas-
ters.  

5. Innovating to meet the needs of 
small businesses. The SBA adapts to 

SBA celebrates 70 years   cont. on pg. 13
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Served in a cup. Waffle products and
extra mix-ins available for addl. charge.

Buy One Gotta Have it® Size Signature
Creation™, Get a Free Kids Scoop

COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd

COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd

2570 Racetrack Rd • 904-429-9669
coldstonecreamery.com/store/23690 

52 Tuscan Way • 904-547-2540
coldstonecreamery.com/stores/23675

Two Like It® Size Create Your Own
(Ice Cream + Mix-In) For $6

Any Large Round, Large Rectangle
Or Small Rectangle Signature Cake

Back To School
Special

9/30/23

9/30/23

9/30/23

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Backpack safety can prevent serious injuries
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Trips and falls on the playground may 
account for the majority of injuries that 
send school children to the nurse’s of-
fice. But backpacks cause their fair share 
of injuries as well.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission estimates there are more 
than 7,300 backpack-related injuries 
per year. Children routinely carry more 
than the recommended weight in school 
backpacks and, compounding the prob-
lem, also carry their bags incorrectly.

The American Academy of Pediatrics 
and other medical agencies recommend 
that a child’s backpack should weigh 
no more than 10 to 20 percent of the 
child’s body weight; however, this figure 

should be adjusted based on a child’s fit-
ness level and strength. That means that 
the average seven-year-old second grader 
who weighs between 55 and 60 pounds 
should be carrying no more than 11 to 
12 pounds in his or her backpack. A 
backpack that is too heavy may cause 
red marks on the shoulders or back from 
the straps, tingling or numbness in the 
arms and back, changes in posture when 
wearing the backpack, and pain any-
where in the back.

To compound these problems, which 
also may include nerve damage result-
ing from pressure on nerves in the 
shoulders, children should lighten their 
loads and carry backpacks correctly. The 
following tips are some additional ways 
youngsters can prevent backpack-related 

injuries.

* Carry only necessary items. Children 
should only carry what is required 
for that particular school day in their 
backpacks. If teachers routinely have 
students carry home many heavy books, 
parents can consult with the teachers to 
see if there are other options.

* Distribute weight evenly. Items in the 
backpack should be spread out to dis-
tribute the weight across the entire back. 
Heavier items should be at the bottom 
of the pack.

* Use both straps. Using only one strap 
shifts the backpack weight to one side, 
causing the back and shoulders to 
strain. Many orthopedists have reported 
treating children with back or shoulder 

pain as the result of carrying backpacks 
incorrectly.

* Choose the correct backpack size. The 
size of the backpack should match the 
scale of the child and should rest evenly 
in the middle of the child’s back.

* Lift safely. Children should lift their 
backpacks by bending their knees and 
lifting to protect their backs.

There are some safety features parents 
can look for when purchasing back-
packs. A padded back reduces pressure 
on the muscles and can be more com-
fortable, while compression straps make 
the backpack more sturdy. Additionally, 
reflective material on the backpack can 
make the child more visible to motor-
ists. 

11u JCB Diamond King Elite are Ironman 
champions 
The 11u JCB Diamond King Elite fin-
ished the 11u Cal Ripken World Series 
in Ocala as the Ironman champions. 
The team had the third best record of 
5-2-1 and defeated the eventual cham-
pions South Lexington (Kentucky) 4-0 
in pool play. The team also earned more 
awards than any other team in the tour-

nament from around the country: Brock 
Butrimas, Tyson Jordan and Mark 
Thompson earned All World Series team 
honors, Brantlee Mullins won the Gold 
Glove award as first baseman, and Mark 
Thompson won the World Series Most 
Valuable Player award with a 0.635 bat-
ting average and six home runs. 

Photo courtesy Chris Thompson
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CODING 
THROUGH 
PLAY FOR 
YOUNG 
LEARNERS
(Grades K-2) 

FUN AND 
FLEXIBLE 
CODING 
EDUCATION
(Grades 3-8)

SAINT JOHNS

CALL OR SCAN CODE TO LEARN MORE

(904) 500-2633
codeninjas.com/fl-saint-johns

From here, they’ll learn from there.

Bolles.org  |  Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School

The Bolles Global Learning and Engagement Program provides advanced instruction through global dialogue—sharing 
knowledge across our entire curriculum, including science, fine and performing arts, languages, athletics and more.

Learn more  
about Bolles 

GL&E program
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LiOn’s Den KarateLiOn’s Den Karate

Palencia Elementary celebrates back 
to school with fundraiser

The annual Boosterthon fundraiser at Palencia Elementary School will include a 
Fun Run for students on Sept. 8 at the school.

Photo courtesy Sara Orlando
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NGSM HOOPS LAB
Opening in 2024

Gym Rental 
Basketball Private and Group Training

Speed AND Agility Training
Holiday and Summer Camps

More updates to come!

Dr. Jimmy Glenos Dr. Craig Hadgis

“It was a great first day of school,” 
said Heidi Karl, secretary at Juling-
ton Creek Elementary. “Some adjust-
ments were made to our schedules 
because of the extreme heat, but ev-
eryone has adapted amazingly well.”

Mill Creek Academy is home to 
1,990 students this year. Dr. Ken 
Goodwin, principal, said that due to 
the growth in student numbers, they 
have added additional staff, includ-
ing a fourth assistant principal and 
another instructional literacy coach.

“It’s exciting to have all our students 
back,” Goodwin said. “We have a 
hard time sleeping the night before 
the first day of school, because of the 
excitement of a new year. We are for-
tunate to have our families, students, 
and staff with our overall positive 
school community culture.”

SJC students  cont. from pg. 1

Photo courtesy Adrienne Hilts

Fruit Cove Middle School students on the first day of school.

Photo courtesy Leisha Coward

Students return to class at Nease High School.

Photo courtesy Crystal Kelley

First grader Lennox Kelley with Mill Creek Academy Principal Dr. Ken Goodwin on the first day of school. 

Photo courtesy Heidi Karl

Welcome back to school at Julington Creek Elementary.

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS!
Advertise with
The CreekLine!

Linda Gay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com
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Get to KnowGet to Know  . . .. . .

travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLifeLife
Beckie 
Schwartz

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  Email Martie 
Thompson at  editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Beckie Schwartz

Beckie and Sam Schwartz with Noah.

Beckie Schwartz is owner of 
Noah’s Agape Cafe in Fruit 
Cove, which will be cele-
brating its one year anniver-
sary this month. The cafe, 
located just south of the 
Julington Creek Bridge on 
State Road 13, is a non-profit 
organization that seeks to offer 
those with intellectual differenc-
es a meaningful job. Patrons will 
find joyful and special employees who 
will serve them coffee, snacks, and 
sandwiches. Schwartz, who has lived 
in Florida since 1981, moved to NW 
St. Johns County six years ago with 
her husband, Sam, as well as the cafe’s 
namesake, Noah, who was born visu-
ally impaired with Down syndrome 
and autism. Noah is the youngest of 
the Schwartz family’s six children.

Q: What brought you to St. Johns 
County?

A: We were living in South Florida 
before we moved here. Our oldest 
daughter went to the University of 
North Florida, and we fell in love 
with this area when we visited her. 
She eventually married and had a 
baby, so we moved here six years ago 
to be closer to the grandchildren. We 
now have three grandchildren and one 
more on the way.

Q: What led you to open Noah’s 
Agape Cafe?

A: My parents gave me a small inheri-
tance early and I knew, since I loved 
cooking and baking with my children, 
that I wanted to open a restaurant. I 
also knew I wanted to help the special 
needs community and be a source of 
meaningful jobs for them.

Q: How much have you learned 
since opening the cafe?

A: So many things! I’m the type of 
person who just jumps into things 
and then wonders what I got myself 
into. I do a lot of praying! When 
we originally found the location for 
the cafe, I had enough money to do 
the buildout and get the facility into 
working order. Then, with permits 
and licensing, we decided to take a 
leap of faith and put in a full kitchen 
so we could offer more than just “grab 
and go” food as originally planned. 
We had to take out loans to cover 
the costs. My thoughts at the time 
were: God’s got this. We can make it 
work. Plus, now we can offer culinary 
skills to our employees in addition to 

barista. 

Q: What is the most fulfilling part 
of being the cafe’s owner?

A: I like seeing the kids (I know 
they’re actually adults, but to 

me they are my kids) grow. For 
instance, one girl didn’t know 
she could crack eggs — but 
she did and she made the eggs 
for the egg sandwiches that 
day. We offer on the job train-

ing for a variety of special needs 
schools in the area.

Almost every day my heart is 
warmed; people come in for the 
treats, coffee, to use our Wifi, and to 
hug our kids. Some customers actu-
ally come in just to get hugs from our 
kids. 

Q: What place would you like 
Noah’s Agape Cafe to serve in the 
community?

A: I’d like it to raise awareness … the 
special needs community is capable of 
working. They want to feel useful and 
have a purpose. Everybody’s not the 
same and they have different tasks at 
the cafe based on their abilities. For 
instance, one man likes to just clean. 
Some like the water and want to wash 
dishes all day. Each one has something 
they can do — along with smiling at 
our customers.

[Editor’s Note: Noah’s Agape Cafe will 
celebrate its first birthday with a birth-
day bash on Sept. 9 from 8 a.m. – 8 
p.m. The community is invited to attend 
the celebration, which will include a 
DJ, face painting, and a representation 
of other non profit organizations from 
the area. Visit www.noahsagapecafe.
org or the cafe’s Facebook page for more 
information.]

and some are on display at the St. 
Augustine Historical Society. 

Q. What is the best way for residents 
to contact you? 

A. Residents can call my office at 
(904) 819-3601 or my cell at (904) 
599-8688. My email address is 
BPatty@stjohnsclerk.com. A lot of 
questions can be answered and ser-
vices, such as paying traffic citation 
or searching records, can be used by 
visiting our website, www.stjohn-
sclerk.com.

Q&A with St. Johns County Clerk  cont. from pg. 8

meet the needs of small businesses. 
Lender Match, MySBA loan portal, 
Paycheck Protection Program direct 
forgiveness loan portal and certify.
sba.gov are just a few examples of 
how SBA is embracing digital tech-
nologies to meet small businesses 
anywhere and everywhere they are.  

6. Supporting international trade. 
Nearly 96 percent of consumers live 
outside of the United States, and 
two-thirds of the world’s purchas-
ing power is in other countries. This 
represents a big opportunity for 
America’s small businesses. Through 
efforts like the State Trade Expansion 
Program and other international trade 
programs, SBA helps small businesses 
increase profits, reduce market depen-
dence and stabilize seasonal sales. 

7. Serving as a catalyst for economic 
growth. SBA empowers small busi-
nesses to thrive, create jobs and 
contribute to local communities. 
Through programs and services, the 
agency provides access to capital, 
counseling, procurement opportu-
nities and much more, leveling the 
playing field for entrepreneurs facing 
challenges, especially those in under-
served communities.  

Visit sba.gov for more information.  

SBA celebrates 70 years   cont. from pg. 9

Bundle home &
auto. It's easy.

&

Call me for a quote 

Don Haneline, Agent

196 Everest Ln Ste 3
Saint Johns, FL 32259-4102

Bus: 904-615-1415
InsureWithDon.com

       
Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 
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Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisements! Call for details (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

• Driveways
• Pavers
• Patios

Catering to the needs of
the homeowner since 2002

• Walkways
• Concrete Removal
• Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836  and let's talk about what we can do for you!

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential -
no project too small

Heaton Movers LLC
Robbie Heaton
904-705-6133

Licensed and Insured 
Veteran Owned

Moving and Delivering

Cleanouts and Removals

Packing and Unpacking

Handyman Services

Here when you need us.

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel
Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE & MORE

AIR CONDITIONING • PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL 
RESIDENTIAL REMODELING

904-737-6337
WatsonConstructionGroup.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK

Building Services: CBC1263291
HVAC: CAC1816040.

Plumbing: CFC057343
     Electric: EC13010558
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HEALTH & FITNESS
Dental Insurance - 
Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 proce-
dures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. 
Get your free dental 
info kit! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258
Attent ion  ox ygen 
therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen 
deliver y.  Only 2 .8 
pounds. Free info kit. 
Call  87 7-929-9587
VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! 50 Generic Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00.  100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español

MISCELLANEOUS
Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 
Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free 
Quote. Call before 
the next power out-
age: 1-855-948-6176
Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 

free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936
B AT H  &  SH O WER 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. 
Senior  & Mil i tar y 
Discounts available.  
Call :  855-761-1725
Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. 
Call 1-800-245-0398
HughesNet - Finally, 
super-fast internet 
no matter where you 
live. 25 Mbps just 
$59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream 
Video. Bundle TV & 
Internet. Free Installa-
tion.  Call 866-499-0141
Become a published 
author. We want to 
read your book! Dor-
rance Publ ish ing 
trusted since 1920. 
Consultation, produc-
tion, promotion & 
distribution. Call for 
free author ’s guide 
1-877-729-4998 or visit 

dorranceinfo.com/ads
DISH TV $64.99 For 
190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet.  
Free Ins ta l la t ion , 
Smart HD DVR Includ-
ed, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions ap-
ply.  Promo Expires 
1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516
S af e  S tep .  Nor th 
America’s #1 Walk-in 
tub. Comprehensive 
l i fet ime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. 
Now featuring our 
free shower package 
& $1600 off - limited 
time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, Ameri-
ca’s premier mobile 
medical aler t sys-
tem. Whether you’re 
home or away. For 
safety & peace of 
mind. No long term 
contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936
Free high speed in-
ternet if qualif ied. 
Govt. pgm for recipi-
ents of select pgms 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pen-
sion, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet. Android tab-
let free w/one-time 
$20 copay. Free ship-

ping. Call Maxsip Tele-
com! 1-833-758-3892
Inflation is at 40 year 
highs. Interest rates 
are way up. Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? 
Call National Debt Re-
lief to find out how to 
pay off your debt for 
significantly less than 
what you owe! Free 
quote: 1-877-592-3616
Wesley  F inancia l 
Group, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellat ion E xp-
ertsOver $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt & 
fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free info package 

& learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971
DIRECT V Stream - 
Carries the most local 
MLB Games! Choice 
Package $89.99/mo 
for 12 mos Stream on 
20 devices at once. 
HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) 
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-

strictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405
Are you a pet owner? 
Do you want to get up 
to 100% back on vet 
bills? Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company 
has pet coverage that 
can help! Call 1-844-
774-0206 to get a free 
quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/ads
Diagnosed with lung 
cancer & 65+? You 
may qualify for a sub-

stantial cash award. 
No obligation! We’ve 
recovered millions. 
Le t  us help!  Cal l 
24/7 1-877-707-5707

My Caring Plan’s local 
advisors have helped 
thousands of families 
with unique needs 
find senior living. Can 
you afford 2k a month 
in rent? We can help 
for free! 866-511-1799

Job Finder:
By Your Side Senior Care is hiring! MUST be 18 years old or older,  earned 
a high school diploma or equivalent, have a working vehicle & current 
auto insurance, pass DMV, background, and drug screening.  Apply at 
byyoursidefl.com or call  904-579-3059.
Westminster St. Augustine, located in World Golf Village, is looking for a 
part time dishwasher. Typical hours are 4pm to 9pm. Starting pay is $15 
per hour. Text 904-474-1075 to receive an online application.
Westminster Woods is looking for Nurses for our 3p-11p shift. Great wages 
along with shift differential and sign on bonus. Apply online at https://
westminstercommunitiesfl.org/careers/
Westminster St. Augustine World Golf Village is accepting applications in 
Housekeeping, Maintenance, Dining and Nursing. Nursing must be cur-
rently licensed in the State of Florida & CPR certified. Apply at:  Westmin-
sterStAugustineFL.org  EOE, DFWP - “We honor those who have served.”

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what 
matters most from unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

SPECIAL  
OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 9/30/23. 

CALL NOW

866.753.9521

YOUR BATHROOM.   
YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE  
DAY

St. Johns County seeks community 
input on World Golf Village
The public now has an opportunity 
to provide their input on the proper-
ties being vacated by the World Golf 
Foundation, which include the World 
Golf Hall of Fame, IMAX Theater, 
PGA Tour Productions facility, as 
well as various parking lots and other 
property amenities. Interested parties 
should visit www.sjcfl.us/wgv to learn 
more and to provide input on potential 
future uses of the properties. 

There will also be community engage-
ment meetings in September, which 
will take place at the St. Johns County 
Administration Building Auditorium, 
500 San Sebastian View in St. Augus-
tine. The meetings are scheduled for 
Wednesday, Sept. 27 from 5:30 p.m. – 
7:30 p.m. and Thursday, Sept. 28, from 
9 a.m. – 11 a.m.

“I am excited to gather community 
input and professional proposals on 
this vital piece of property located 
in District 2, which is pivotal to the 
continued quality of life in the county,” 
District 2 Commissioner Sarah S. Ar-
nold said. “There are so many possibili-
ties that can be realized, and to listen 
and learn about what the community 
wants will be a part of the process the 
Board of County Commissioners uses 
to make its decisions about these as-
sets.”

The properties that are open for public 
input include:

• World Golf Hall of Fame: a 64,113 
square-foot multi-purpose facility. 
WGF notified its intent to discontinue 
Hall of Fame operations on or about 

Sept. 1, 2023. Currently, the World 
Golf Foundation is proposing a tempo-
rary lease extension to Dec. 31, 2023.

• World Golf Hall of Fame IMAX 
Theater: a 17,865 square-foot movie 
theater. The World Golf Foundation 
notified its intent to discontinue IMAX 
operations on or about Sept. 1, 2023. 
The equipment (movie screen and au-
dio/visual components) would remain 
in the building.

• PGA Tour Productions: a 32,329 
square-foot Class-A office building. The 
World Golf Foundation is relocating at 
the end of 2024.

• S. Legacy Trail: 36.07 acres of various 
parking lots, rights-of-way areas, land-
scaping, and lakes.

Staff will analyze public feedback to es-
tablish themes and bring back options 
with associated costs to the Board of 
County Commissioners for a com-
prehensive planning approach for the 
properties.

St. Johns County Emergency 
Management Offers Public Safety Alert 
Service
St. Johns County Emergency Manage-
ment is using Nixle Alerts to provide 
another way for the public to stay 
updated with relevant information 
from the St. Johns County Emergency 
Operations Center. Any individual can 
text StJohnsEOC to 888777 to opt-in 
to receive notifications through SMS 
text messages. Nixle does not charge 
for this service, but carrier message and 
data rates may apply.

St. Johns County Emergency Man-

agement will use this service to alert 
residents of public safety advisories, 
natural and human-caused disasters, 
and other significant events that may 
impact the community.

Newcomers of North St. Johns 
announce luncheon
Newcomers of North Saint Johns 
will host its first luncheon of the new 
season on Tuesday, Sept. 19 at the St. 
Johns Golf & Country Club, 205 St. 
Johns Golf Drive. The event features a 
delicious lunch and renowned pianist 
Carl Grant. Doors will open at 10:30 
a.m. with the meeting beginning at 11 
a.m.

Luncheon choices include fire-grilled 
chicken breast topped with a roasted 
red pepper beurre blanc and accom-
panied by toasted orzo pasta; mustard 
crusted atlantic salmon topped with a 
basil gremolata and served with grilled 
asparagus and toasted orzo pasta; or a 
vegetarian risotto with grilled ratatouil-
le and roasted red pepper beurre blanc.  
All entrées include a mixed salad to 
include arcadian greens, heirloom to-
matoes, sundried cranberries and Eng-
lish cucumbers topped with an aged 
balsamic vinaigrette accompanied by 
rolls and butter. Dessert is blackberry 
tiramisu with seasonal fruit. Beverages 
include iced tea and coffee with a cash 
bar also available.

Cost for the luncheon and program is 
$35 for members and $40 for guests. 
All reservations must be received by 
Sept. 8. Visit https://newcomersof-
northstjohns.org for more information 
or to join; the annual membership dues 
are $30.

Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and Women’s 
Club host “Fall Kickoff” meeting and 
luncheon
The Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and 
Women’s Club will host its meeting and 
luncheon on Tuesday, Sept. 12 at 11 
a.m. at the St. Johns Golf and Country 
Club, 205 St. Johns Golf Drive. Doors 
will open at 10:30 a.m. The featured 
speaker will be Sam Kouvaris, who will 
make a presentation on the Jacksonville 
Jaguars’ history, highlights, and notable 
players. The September luncheon theme 
is Fall Kickoff, so attendees should wear 
their favorite sports team colors.

Checks for $32 should be made pay-
able to BTNC and mailed to Brenda 
Jenkins, 2204 Fort Mellon Court, St. 
Augustine, FL 32092. Payment must 
be received no later Tuesday, Sept. 5; be 
sure to indicate your entrée choice on 
the check memo. Visit www.facebook.
com/BTNC1 for food choices and 
updated information.  

The Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and 
Women’s Club meets the second Tuesday 
of every month from September to May 
for lunch. In addition to the monthly 
meetings, the club has a wide variety 
of interest groups, including Bridge, 
Continental Rummy, Pennies Canasta, 
Mexican Chicken Train dominoes, 
Bunko, Mah Jongg, golf, recipe exchange, 
monthly special events, book club, lunch 
and matinee, Lunch Divas, Ladies Night 
Out, a nature walk group and communi-
ty projects.  Email to First Vice President 
Linda Beard at bartramtnc@gmail.com 
for more information about the club. 
Visit www.facebook.com/BTNC1 to see 
pictures of the club’s meetings and down-
load a membership form.

Briefs
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•SmoothTrak Steering
•Integrated Park Brake
•Welded Steel Decks www.opewarehouseinc.com

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FLWestminsterWoodsFL.org

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn 
how you can save thousands!

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging, 
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

• Housekeeping
• 24-hour security
• Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
• Fishing and boat docks
• Heated, outdoor swimming pool
• A wide range of important aging services
• And more!

Don’t leave
your future

to chance
Secure a plan for life

www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672
Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.

Q A& with St. Johns County Commissioner Krista 
Joseph District 4

Q: At the July 18 Board of County 
Commissioners meeting, you intro-
duced 14 points that you would like 
added to the county’s Land Develop-
ment Code tree protections. How did 
this come about?

A: One of the main things I hear from 
residents in the county, both during the 
election and now, is this topic. People 
are concerned about clear cutting of 
property. It’s the main reason I ran for 
office; I have seen properties clear cut 
and then just sit there without develop-
ment, sometimes for as much as two 
years. In that period, the property could 
have been collecting rain and providing 
cooling and shade. Studies have shown 
that having trees positively impacts men-
tal health. Even developers have told me 
that trees sell homes.

I think we should keep trees as long as 
possible and do land clearing in stages to 
preserve habitat as long as possible. We 
all moved to St. Johns County because of 
the way it feels and looks and we need to 
preserve that.

Q: What can you tell us about your 
proposal?

A: First, it’s important to note that the 
county’s Land Development Code as it 
pertains to trees (we don’t actually have a 
“tree ordinance”) hasn’t been updated in 
25 years. The financial penalty for cut-
ting down a specimen tree is not conse-
quential today. You can’t replace what’s 
taken out with the amount of the fine. 
I came up with 14 points, but I could 
have had 30 points. I tried to keep it as 
simple as possible and find some things 
that developers and environmentalists 
could agree on.

Q: What are your 14 points?

A: Here are my 14 goals and recommen-
dations of tree preservation: 1. Continue 

to prevent removal of trees on a lot less 
than an acre; 2. Provide greater tree 
protection on all lots that are an acre or 
greater and/or are coastal habitat lots; 3. 
Better protect our irreplaceable trees so 
that they’re not removed by those who 
could afford to pay the fines; 4. Greater 
conservation of trees for Planned Unit 
Developments; 5. More strongly discour-
age non-permitted tree removal; 6. Keep 
tree payment fund payments current 
with inflation; 7. Prevent land clear-
ing too far in advance of development; 
8. Preserve buffers, thereby protecting 
an existing neighborhoods’ privacy and 
other quality of life aspects; 9. Ensure 
that development and construction do 
not lead to die-off of trees in abutting 
preserve areas; 10. Continue to allow 
the county’s surveyor to create a tree 
inventory; 11. Preserve more trees in 
commercial settings; 12. Ensure that 100 
percent of disbursement of funds from 
the county’s Tree Bank goes toward the 
purchase and installation of trees; 13. 
Monitor and ensure adherence to code 
is accomplished with higher fines; and 
14. Notification of clearing within 300 
feet of the property to the people on the 
property line. 

Q: What is the next step?

A: Our team (staff) at the county is now 
going over these 14 points and will make 
a presentation showing, among other 
things, financial ramifications to the 
Board of County Commissioners at our 
Oct. 17 meeting. I encourage people to 
attend this meeting and use their three 
minutes of public comment so that we 
commissioners will know their opinions.

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at bcc4kjo-
seph@sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 679-
2620.
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No matter how dedicated you are, caring for an aging loved one 
is challenging. Take advantage of this FREE online platform that 
will teach you how to provide better care for your loved one and 
yourself on your own timeline. 

Help Your Loved One:
• improve mobility
• prevent falls & injuries
• transition from the hospital
• manage legal documents

Help Yourself: 
• create a stable routine
• set healthy boundaries
• balance work & caregiving
• avoid burnout

Are You Caring for
an Aging Loved One?
Get FREE Online Support NOW

Visit MyElderSource.org, call 1-888-242-4464,
or email CaregiverSupport@MyElderSource.org today!

Local Rotary Club creates 
hope in the world
By Rotarian Al Kalter
mail@floridanewsline.com

When Scottish Rotarian Gordon 
McInally became the president of 
Rotary International in July, the 
global organization adopted his 
theme for the year, “Create Hope in 
the World.” For the Rotary Club of 
Bartram Trail — Julington Creek, 
this is a mission that the club has 
taken to heart for quite some time. 

Local Rotarians have spearheaded a 
project to construct a water system 
for the village of La Virtud, Hon-
duras, as a solution to the water 
problems that the community has. 
The project aims to provide a com-
plete drinking water system that will 
meet the needs of the entire village, 
improving living conditions, and 
facilitating various activities. The 
system will supply 87 houses, two 
schools and one church, serving ap-
proximately 435 people. 

Working with the Rotary Club of 
Usula in Honduras, which is coordi-
nating the project on site, Bartram 
Trail Rotarians enlisted the support 
of five other Northeast Florida Ro-
tary Clubs and secured grants from 
Rotary District 6970 and from the 
Rotary Foundation, the interna-
tional charitable arm of the organi-
zation. In total, more than $55,000 
was raised to make this project a 
reality.

The project began in May, after ap-
proval of environmental permits by 
the Environmental Management of 
the Municipality of San Pedro Sula. 
First up was clearing the site, which 
was carried out by community 
members, organizing themselves in 
working groups to address the vari-
ous stages of the physical execution 
of the project.

Now, a few months later, the 
foundation of the 25,000-gallon 
water tank is complete. The project 
will continue with completion of 
the storage tank, construction of a 
dam at the creek water source, and 
piping for collection and distribu-
tion of water. When it is all done, 
Bartram Trail Rotarians will know 
that they have made a difference in 
this small community, and helped 
to build bridges of friendship across 
the globe.

The Rotary Club of Bartram Trail 
— Julington Creek meets every 
Thursday morning from 7:30 a.m. 
– 8:30 a.m. at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Guests and 
prospective members are always 
welcome. Visit www.bartramtrail-
rotary.org for more information. 
There are more than 34,000 Rotary 
Clubs around the world, with more 
than 1.4 million Rotarians, making 
Rotary the oldest and most interna-
tional service club in the world. 

ElderSource offers free online support 
to those caring for aging loved ones
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

More than 53 million Americans 
provide unpaid caregiving to family 
members in their home. This difficult 
responsibility challenges caregivers 
with life and death decisions they are 
sometimes unprepared to make. Local 
nonprofit ElderSource has spent decades 
supporting those who find themselves 
in this tough-but-crucial position. As 
part of that work, ElderSource now of-
fers Trualta — an online platform that 
provides caregivers with free access to 
valuable tips and information related to 
their lifesaving work.

“The Trualta toolkit offers skills training 
and wellness activities the caregiver can 

use with their aging loved ones,” said 
ElderSource CEO Linda Levin. “Users 
will have access to helpful lessons and 
articles that cover things like improving 
mobility, managing wheelchair to bed 
transfers, and transitioning from the 
hospital or to a nursing home, which 
they can access on their timeline.”

The platform is also designed to provide 
caregivers with strategies on improving 
their own well-being, with information 
on things like setting boundaries, bal-
ancing work with caregiving, and more.

Visit MyElderSource.com, call (888) 
242-4464 or email caregiversupport@
myeldersource.org for more information 
about Trualta.

Photo courtesy ElderSource

ElderSource now offers Trualta, an online platform that provides caregivers with free access to valuable tips and 
information related to their lifesaving work.

Photo courtesy Al Kalter

Concrete being mixed on site.
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GardeningGardening
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

mail@floridanewsline.com

Roll on Fall?

EXPLORE LUXURY SENIOR LIVING 
IN MANDARIN

Whether it’s exceptional dining in our  
signature eateries, special events, or 

personalized care you’re seeking, our luxury 
senior living community allows you to thrive.

This is HarborChase. Come celebrate with us.  

Scan to
Experience  

HarborChase

Mandarin  |  (904) 584-9817

RETIRE IN
STYLE
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1405 St Johns Parkway Ste 202 
St Johns, FL 32259  |  904-217-0897

Drive Thru At This Planet!

Order online!
www.planetsmoothie.com/stores/19330

These supplements have not been 
evaluated by the FDA. They are not 
intended to diagnose, prevent, treat, 

mitigate or cure any disease but rather 
serve as a dietary supplement intended 

only for nutritional support to a well-
balanced diet of food. Please consult 

with your physician before starting any 
supplement program, especially if you 

are pregnant, nursing or taking 
medication. These products are not 

recommended for children.

ADD A BLAST TO 
ANY SMOOTHIE

MULTIVITAMIN IMMUNITY ENERGY

PROTEIN FAT BURNER

WHEY PROTEIN
(12g whey protein)
PLANT-BASED PROTEIN
(13g plant-based protein)
MEAL REPLACEMENT
(21g whey protein,
15 essential vitamins & minerals)

It’s too early to start expecting cooler 
weather, but I need to hope! In early 
August, so much of the country has 
been and continues to be assaulted by 
record heat, fearsome storms, and truly 
hellish wildfires. The latest forecast is for 
a much more active hurricane season, al-
though it’s been quiet so far. The average 
peak of the season is in early September, 
so please be prepared.

We can plant containerized perennials 
year-round, and rainy summer weather 
can be helpful in getting them estab-
lished. Do pay attention to their needs 
in case the rain doesn’t come regularly. 
They will need consistent watering until 
they are established. Install your plants 
late in the day and rig up temporary 
shade for them during the hottest part 
of the day if they start to wilt.

Tonya Ashworth, our Duval County 
Horticultural Extension Agent, has 
compiled a fact sheet on butterfly 
gardening, to help us encourage our 
most beautiful insects. Many of these 
plants are also highly attractive to a wide 
range of pollinating insects and serve a 
valuable purpose. Check it out: https://
tinyurl.com/2z58v8s3.

Late summer- and autumn-flowering 
plants will be coming into their own, 
which should attract insects that are 
preparing to overwinter. Birds also need 
to bulk up before and during migration, 
so late season flower and grass seeds are 
as important for them. 

It has been clear for a few years now that 
we have a population of hummingbirds 
that overwinters here in Jacksonville. If 
you can supply flowers throughout the 
cool season that would be so helpful. In 
the event of frost or hard freeze, keep 
those flowers safe by covering them with 
frost cloth. Suitable nectar plants in-
clude shrimp plants (Justicia brandegee-

ana), pentas or starflowers (Pentas lan-
ceolata), particularly the old-fashioned 
tall red variety, firespike (Odontonema 
cuspidatum), and fire bush (Hamelia 
patens), which also supplies our mock-
ingbirds with delicious fruits. Of these, 
I’ve found that the shrimp plant is 
probably the most hardy, but that could 
depend on your local microclimate.

Cool season vegetables can be sown in-
doors to get a head start on the season, 
but don’t make the mistake of starting 
lettuce too early. Too much warmth 
before they’ve matured will cause them 
to “bolt” or start to flower and the 
leaves become bitter. To remind myself 
of planting times, I refer to the Florida 
Vegetable Gardening Guide: https://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/VH021. If 
you haven’t tested your soil recently you 
may submit a sample to our Extension 
Service for a free analysis. The ideal 
pH range for vegetables is between 5.5 
and 7. For more extensive testing, the 
Florida Vegetable Gardening Guide has 
information on tests performed by the 
University of Florida.

For lawn lovers anticipating an applica-
tion of fertilizer before the — hopefully 
— cooler months, this article can help 
you decide when and how to apply it: 
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/
EP236. You’ll see that the title includes 
the term “best management practices,” 
and it encompasses all you need to 
know about watering and mowing your 
lawn, be it St. Augustine or any other 
turf. There is an informative series of 
webinars available from the University 
of Florida, covering a range of topics. 
If you enjoy online learning, check out 
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/resources/webi-
nars/for-homeowners/. “Turf Update” 
was just uploaded in July, and “After 
the Storm Tree Care” will be available 
shortly. 
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The 
Pantry 
Raiders

Waffles can be breakfast, 
lunch or dinner

Few people can resist the appeal of 
waffles. They’re tasty in the morning 
for breakfast, and equally at home 
in the afternoons or evening with 
chicken or ice cream accompany-
ing them. Indeed, few foods can be 
enjoyed any time of day as easily as 
waffles.

Waffles can be made from gluten-free 
and alternative ingredients, making 
them available to people who have 
different types of food limitations. 
Such is the case with this recipe for 
“Belgian Waffles” courtesy of “Plant-
Based Gourmet” (Apollo Publishers) 
by Chef Suzi Gerber. This recipe 
features ingredients that fit into a 
plant-based lifestyle.

Belgian Waffles
Makes 3 or 4 waffles

2 ¼ cups gluten-free flour (conven-
tional all-purpose flour may be sub-
stituted; reduced by 2 tablespoons)

1 tsp. sugar

1 ½ tsp. baking powder

¼ tbsp. salt

1 cup room temperature oat milk or 
flax milk

1 ½ tbsp. melted butter or non-dairy 
butter

1 tsp. vanilla extract

½ tsp. apple cider vinegar

1. Mix the flour, sugar, baking pow-

der, and salt in a bowl. In a separate 
bowl, combine the oat milk, butter, 
vanilla, and apple cider vinegar, then 
slowly add the dry ingredients to the 
wet, whisking to combine.

2. Grease a waffle iron and preheat. 
Pour about half a cup of the batter 
into the waffle iron and let stand 
for 30 to 45 seconds, then close and 
cook approximately 3 to 5 minutes. 
Gently open to check, adding an 
additional 1 to 2 minutes if needed. 
Repeat with the remaining batter.

Tip: Add freeze-dried berries, whole 
or powdered, or even blue spirulina 
or pitaya powder to get colorful 
waffles with fruity flavors and even 
a bit of crunch. Alternating colors 
of waffles is fun, nutritious, and 
festive.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy MetroCreative
Belgian Waffles

Saturday, October 7th   

AT UNITY CHURCH FOR CREATIVE LIVING 
2777 RACE TRACK RD, ST JOHNS, FL 32259

Enjoy the Family-friendly Activities

KIDS ZONE - BOUNCY HOUSE - FACE PAINTING - 
FOOD TRUCKS - ARTS & CRAFTS - LIVE MUSIC - SELFIE

PHOTO BOOTH - 50/50 RAFFLE - & MUCH MORE

Call: 904-287-1505 www.UnityinJax.com

11 AM to 3 PM

FREE Admission

SOME ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO A FEE

Oh my goodness, is it hot outside. I 
recorded water temperatures as high as 
96 degrees in the river last month and 
while that’s still a little cooler than what 
the air temperatures have been, the fish 
aren’t going to be as energetic and less 
likely to feed because of it. Warmer wa-
ter holds less oxygen, so fish can become 
lethargic and even die if oxygen levels 
get low enough. It’s kind of like when 
you or I leave this state that’s practi-
cally at sea level for the mountains. Any 
activity the first few days is going to 
be harder since you have less oxygen at 
the higher altitudes. You will acclimate 
eventually, and some fish will too, but 
they are much more likely to move or 
change their habits to be more comfort-
able. 

Best advice I can give considering this 
is to fish when and where the fish are 
comfortable. Early or late and even at 
night can be very productive because 
the fish will have less heat to contend 
with. Shallow water cools the fastest and 
holds more oxygen because it’s inher-
ently closer to the surface, so try fishing 
shallower. Also look at the winds. If the 
winds are blowing out of the west, then 

the cooler water will be on the west side 
of the river and if it’s blowing out of the 
east, it’ll be on the east side. Shade is 
also never a bad thing either. 

Redfish, bass, stripers, and some small 
sheepshead are still hanging around the 
docks and bridges. Live shrimp have 
been the best ticket for all of them. The 
shrimp have been consistent, but I have 
yet to see one bigger than what I call 
medium. I will say that the sizes can be 
different at one spot or another so if all 
you’re catching are smalls try a different 
spot. 

The mullet should be moving in the 
river and the surf, so don’t neglect any 
large schools you see. Fish around them 
— and where you see them moving 
through — and larger fish are likely to 
be there as well. Fingers crossed we get a 
good migration this year. 

I hope all of your fishing goals are get-
ting accomplished. I have yet to get 
my river tarpon, but September is still 
a great month for that so hopefully I’ll 
have some good news in October. Stay 
cool and stay safe. Tight lines. 

Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing
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Nina McIntosh, PA-C, Sarah Hagerbrant, DO, Jaime Kibler, DO, 
Donald J. Levine, MD, Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios, 
PA-C, are dedicated to your family’s health through every stage of life. 
They offer you and your family a medical home, where you can enjoy 
an ongoing relationship with your personal physician. Convenient. 
Caring. Connected. That’s changing health care for good.

Areas of expertise include:

• Sports/school physicals
• Immunizations
• Well child visits
• Preventive/GYN exams
• Disease management

• Minor skin lesion and  
mole removal

• Osteopathic treatment
• On-site lab

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

© Baptist Health 2022

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.

Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
30 Ardisia Lane • St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.2794
baptistprimarycare.net

WE’VE MOVED!

500 SR 13 N. 
Behind McDonald's, 
Next to Primrose
904-217-7326

2430 Blanding Blvd 
904-267-1900

2560 US Highway 1 S.
St Augustine, FL 32086
904- 203-1390

5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

3575 US Highway 17
904-458-4997

Come see us before your next road trip!Come see us before your next road trip!
$25 OFF
$100 OR MORE PURCHASE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes oil change.

$50 OFF
ANY SET OF TIRES
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$5 OFF
ANY OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$39.99
CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

“Servicing Every Customer Like 
They’re FAMOUS!”

Let Famous Automotive Professionals 
give you a 5-Star Service.

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Explore Newfoundland: 
Aviation and icebergsTravelTravel

Both the opening of the musical “Come 
From Away” and a sign in the airport 
say “Welcome to the Rock.” A fitting 
motto for the island of Newfoundland. 
“The Rock” was once an independent 
country, but now belongs to Canada. 

In early transcontinental aviation, planes 
flying to or from Europe needed to land 
and refuel. They stopped in Gander, a 
little town in Central Newfoundland, 
making it the world’s busiest airport. 
Many celebrities passed through, includ-
ing Marilyn Monroe, Elvis, and Fidel 
Castro, who went sled riding. Gander 
Airport’s traffic declined over the years 
and then became the site where 38 
jumbo jets landed after the 9/11 terror-
ist attacks. 

These days, Gander is not the most ac-
cessible place; still, I wanted to visit the 
Canadian province and see the premier 
of the Broadway show performed in its 
hometown. The moving production, 
“Come From Away Gander,” sends the 
audience into laughter and 
tears. The play explains 
how the welcoming region-
al residents responded to 
the 7,000 “plane people’’ 
who disembarked. They 
warmly hosted them for 
four to five days until the 
airspace reopened. 

While in Gander, tour 
the International Airport 
Lounge, with mid-modern 

furniture and décor that looks like it did 
upon opening in 1959 (and on 9/11, 
2001.) The lounge feels like a 1960s 
time capsule, plus includes an upstairs 
museum with memorabilia. A display 
I found incredibly captivating was the 
video showing the 9/11 air controllers’ 
radar screen scrambled with circling 
flights.

Naturally, I had to explore Central New-
foundland’s picturesque scenery. The 
rocky coastline copies Maine’s, but with 
steroid-injected boulders. This sparsely 
populated region remains home to fish-
ermen and loggers. Hare Bay offers boat 
outings for fishing and bald eagle/whale 
watching. Climb up the Dover Fault 
overlook to gaze down on a major break 
in the earth’s crust.

Barbour Living Heritage Village shows 
life from the perspective of 19th-century 
merchant traders. Fishermen brought 
their catch to the merchants who paid 
them not in cash but with a barter sys-

tem. The workers had to buy their goods 
from merchant-owned stores. 

You’ll find the region’s sandy beach and 
strong surf at Lumsden Beach. I took a 
fun ATV ride along the shoreline and 
through the rocky terrain bordering the 
beach. 

A two-night outing required a ferry 
boat crossing to another island called 
Fogo. Drive along and see Fogo’s 
little-changed history unfold. Brightly 
painted houses in tiny fishing commu-
nities like Tilting, founded by the Irish, 
still look much as they did 200 years 
ago. Many residents, now fourth and 
fifth-generation descendants, willingly 
offer captivating stories — with an 
Irish accent. Fishing co-ops developed 
in 1967 helped raise the struggling fish-
ing trade. 

The 29-room Fogo Island Inn trans-

ports the isle into the 
future. The stunning 
building, seemingly 
out of place, won nu-
merous architectural 
awards. The structure 
may look futuristic, 
but it takes its shape 
from the cod fishing 
families’ traditional 
fishing sheds and salt-
box houses. The Inn’s 
furniture is handmade 
on the island, signed 
hand-sewn quilts top 
the beds. Local fresh 
fish dominates the 
menu, and the hotel 
hires foragers to source 
the island’s herbs, 

seaweed, berries, and greens. Rates 
are steep, but the profits return to the 
island through a charitable foundation 
benefiting the residents. 

To get a prime view of Iceberg Alley, 
hike up Fogo’s Brimstone Head, a rocky 
160-foot outcropping. The bergs break 
off glaciers in Greenland and make a 
two-year slow journey southward. What 
a sight to see giant icebergs floating by 
in July. 

Since roads are few and driving between 
locations takes longer than expected, I 
missed seeing the Viking settlement and 
the capital city, St. Johns. 

If you go: AdventureCentralNewfound-
land.ca

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Gander International Lounge at the Gander Airport.

Iceberg and rocky coast of Newfoundland.


