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Constitution Week luncheon features keynote speaker Jim Schmitt
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+ Contrast-Enhanced Mammography
+ 2D Mammography
+ 3D Mammography
+ Ultrasound-Guided Breast Biopsies
+ Breast MRI

AckermanBreastClinic.com  |  Amelia Island (904)277-2700  |  Jacksonville (904)880-5522

THE MOST ADVANCED
BREAST CARE IS HERE.

By Betty Reed
mail@floridanewsline.com

Jim Schmitt, American History teacher 
at Mandarin High School, spoke at the 
Constitution Week luncheon held at 
the Timuquana Country Club on Sept. 
16. The luncheon, an annual event to 
celebrate our Constitution, was hosted 
by the Regents Council of Northeast 
Florida, National Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution. 

Schmitt has a teaching career that spans 
31 years. He has received numerous 
awards as an outstanding teacher locally 
and statewide. He formed “Teachers 
Teach Teachers,” which allows teach-
ers to share their talents and innovative 
ideas with other educators.

Schmitt spoke on a “Teacher Lost in 
Boston.” He took a trip to Boston 
this summer and was invited to speak 
during the trip. He utilized this occur-
rence to time-place himself in Boston 
in the 1770s, at the time of the Boston 

Massacre. 

History records the street fight of 
American Patriots throwing stones 
and snowballs and sticks against Brit-
ish soldiers. Five colonists were killed 

as British soldiers fired into the crowd. 
Consequently, this situation is American 
blood spilled on American soil. This was 
the beginning of the severe fighting to 

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The AARP Foundation Tax-Aide 
program is preparing for the 2024 tax 
season and is looking for volunteers to 
provide vital services to the public. Vol-
unteers come from a variety of indus-
tries and range from college students to 
retirees. All levels and types of experi-
ence are welcome. Tax-Aide provides all 
training and support to ensure success. 
Volunteers fill a variety of roles, includ-
ing:

• Counselors work with taxpayers di-
rectly by filling out tax returns. 

• Client Facilitators welcome taxpay-
ers, help organize their paperwork, and 
manage the overall flow of service.

• Technology Coordinators manage 
computer equipment, ensure taxpayer 
data is secure, and provide technical as-
sistance to volunteers.

• Leadership and administrative vol-

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide offers free tax preparation services

unteers make sure program operations 
run smoothly, manage volunteers, and 
maintain quality control.

Tax-Aide provides tax preparation 

free of charge. Neither volunteers nor 
taxpayers need to be members of AARP, 
and there is no sales pitch for other 

Photos courtesy Betty Reed 

Jim Schmitt was presented with a certificate and a Tricorn hat by Betty Reed. 

Photo courtesy AARP Foundation Tax-Aide 

This year there will be two locations in Mandarin staffed by AARP Foundation Tax-Aide volunteers. 

AARP Foundation   cont. on pg. 9

Making Strides 
Against Breast 
Cancer of the 
First Coast unites 
community 
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

For more than 30 years, the Ameri-
can Cancer Society Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer has united 
communities in the nation’s larg-
est movement to end breast cancer 
as we know it, for everyone. This 
year, Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer of the First Coast will take 
place on Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023 at 
EverBank Stadium, providing a sup-
portive community for breast cancer 
survivors and metastatic breast 
cancer thrivers, caregivers, support-
ers and families alike.

Since 1993, Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer events in communi-

Constitution Week  cont. on pg. 11

Photo courtesy American Cancer Society

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer of the First 
Coast will take place on Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023 at 

EverBank Stadium.
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FFBBFF Meet Tuna! 

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was Loretto Elementary School.

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Breed: 
American shorthair

Favorite Activity: 
Meowing non-stop

Favorite food: 
Tuna

Favorite Friends: 
The lizards she lures into the lanai 
How did your BFF get her name: 

Her love of seafood

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

to
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PG 10

Don't miss our November issue!
Deadline 10/20/23

America’s ONLY vintage 
sci-fi toy & arcade museum... 
here in Northeast Florida! 

An experience like no other!

Wednesday – Saturday 10:00am to 6:00pm
Sundays 12:00pm to 5:00pm
Closed on Easter, Thanksgiving, & Christmas

Call (904) 834.3109 ext. 109 to book your visit today!

151 Sawgrass Corners Drive | Suite 104 | Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

bilottacollection.com

Mention this ad &
receive 10% off

admission!

Brian E. Floro DMD, PA
General and Family Dentistry

(904)268-0830 • www.florodental.com

Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation 
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.

11705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Exams and Cleanings • Placing and Restoring Dental Implants
Extractions • Root Canals • Crowns and Bridges

Veneers and Teeth Whitening • Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

Voted one of the top dentists
in Jacksonville

by Jacksonville Magazine

Brian E. Floro DMD

New Patient Special Whitening for Life!

$99 $99Exam, Digital X-Rays
This offer is exclusive to self-pay  

patients and may not be used with any 
insurance program.

Must present coupon. Expires 10/31/2023

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San lose Blvd. • 268-0830

Contact the office for details.
Must present coupon. Expires 10/31/2023

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

Happy 
Halloween 

from your friends 
at Mandarin 
NewsLine!

A. animal  B. safety  C. humane  D. foster
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. at 
Mandarin Park (now known as Hazouri Park). The 
courts are at the park entrance next to the tennis 
courts. Try to get there a few minutes early for court 
assignments. Beginners are welcome. Just show up 
(a few minutes before playing time), unless it rains.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every Saturday, 
except on holiday weekends, at 7:30 a.m. at Mandarin 
Lutheran Church, 11900 San Jose Boulevard. Guests 
are welcome. The meetings can also be attended 
online at https://toastofjax.toastmastersclubs.org/.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the Kids’ 
Building of Trinity Mandarin, located at 2955 Orange 
Picker Road. This jam is open to everyone and all 
levels of ability are welcome. Come to play with 
the group or just sit back and enjoy the music. For 
more information, contact Burt Coulliette at (904) 
302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy knit-
ting, crocheting and looming (with all items donated 
to charity) meets every Wednesday from 10 a.m. – 12 
p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit Company, 1627 Race 
Track Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s Facebook 
page (Playing HOOKie) or email playinghookie2022@
gmail.com for more information.

1st:  Music Under the Oaks community music 
jam, hosted by the Mandarin Museum & 

Historical Society and North Florida Folk Network 
will resume underneath the beautiful trees in front of 
Mandarin Museum on Sunday, Oct. 1 from 2 p.m. – 4 
p.m. Bring a chair or blanket and relax and listen. 
Mandarin Museum and the 1898 Schoolhouse will be 
open to visitors. Visit www.mandarinmuseum.org or 
call (904) 268-0784 for more information.

3rd:  Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet on 
Tuesday, Oct. 3 at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin 

Presbyterian Church in the Loft on the County Dock 
Road side of the church at 2501 Loretto Road. The 
program includes QuiltFest 2023 follow-up including 
show and tell of show quilts with judge's com-
ments. Wearing masks is optional. New members/
guests welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org for more 
information.

6th – 7th: Trash to Treasure Sale will be held 
at the Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 

Loretto Road, on Oct. 6 – 7 from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. each 
day. A locally grown plant sale will be offered outside. 
Cash only and the public is welcome. Visit www.
mandaringardenclub.org for more information.

7th:  Mandarin Frog paint party at Mandarin 
Museum will be held on Saturday, Oct. 7 

from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Come to the museum, located 
at 11964 Mandarin Road to purchase, paint, and take 
home a Mandarin Frog (or sea turtle or squirrel). The 
cost is $22 per person and advance registration is re-
quired; email info@mandarinmuseum.org to sign up.

7th:  St. Margaret’s Craft Circle Show will be 
held on Saturday, Oct. 7 from 9 a.m. – 1 

p.m. at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church (main church), 
located on the corner of Greenland Road and Old St. 
Augustine Road. Tickets for a large quilted throw or 
handmade glass window will also be for sale. Visit 
https://stjosephsjax.org/st-margarets-circle for more 
information.

7th:  Meet the Maple Leaf Divers at the Man-
darin Museum, 11964 Mandarin Road, 

from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 7. This is an 
informal, conversational-style event; drop in anytime 
within the two hours to chat with Dr. Keith Holland 
and his team and view the museum’s expanded 
Maple Leaf exhibit. Admission to Meet the Maple Leaf 
Divers and Mandarin Museum is free. Donations help 
support the museum’s programming and operations. 
For more information, visit www.mandarinmuseum.
org or call (904) 268-0784.

12th: Orchids, presented by Bonnie Myers, 
will be held on Oct. 12 at 10 a.m. at 

the Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road, 2892 
Loretto Road. The public is welcome. Visit www.
mandaringardenclub.org for more information.

14th: Mandarin Museum’s volunteer inter-
est meeting will be held on Saturday, 

Oct. 14 at 10 a.m at the museum, 11964 Mandarin 
Road. The museum offers many regular volunteer 
opportunities including positions at museum guest 
services, as a docent, and at special events. At-
tendees will receive a guided tour of the museum 
(including behind-the-scenes) and learn more about 
the volunteer program and its benefits. Email Brittany 
Cohill at director@mandarinmuseum.org to RSVP or 

for more information. 

14th: Second Saturday Arts and Farmers 
Market at First Christian Church, 11924 

San Jose Blvd. on Oct. 14 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Visit 
www.facebook.com/SecondSatMarket/ for more 
information.

14th: The Southern Genealogist's Exchange 
Society will meet Saturday, Oct. 14 at 

10 a.m. at the Mandarin Branch Library, 3330 Kori 
Road. Featured speakers Dr. David Sheffler, Dr. Felicia 
Bevel and Michael Boyles will present “Document-
ing Red Hill: A Historic African American Cemetery 
in Waycross, Georgia.” Visit www.sgesjax.org or call 
(904) 778-1000 for more information.

14th: Southside Multiple Sclerosis group 
meets on the second Saturday of each 

month (this month on Oct. 14) at 2 p.m. at the JCA, 
8505 San Jose Blvd. Every other month there is a 
speaker and on alternate months there are group 
discussions on the current situation with our MS. 
Call group leader Susan Armstron, (904) 396-1082 for 
more information.

16th: The All Star Quilters Guild will meet 
at 9:30 a.m. for socializing prior to the 

10 a.m. meeting on Monday, Oct. 16 at First Christian 
Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. The Modern Quilt Guild 
will present a trunk show and more. Sew and Tell is 
always a feature. Guests are welcome. Visit www.
allstarquilters.org for more information.

19th: Color Theory and Container Garden-
ing will be presented on Oct. 19 at 10 

a.m. at the Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road, 
2892 Loretto Road. The public is welcome. Visit www.
mandaringardenclub.org for more information.

21st: Halloween Happenings at the 
Mandarin Branch Library on Saturday, 

Oct. 21 in the Community Room from 2 p.m. –4 p.m. 
Play spooky Halloween mini-golf through the stacks. 
Trick or treat at all three desks, decorate a Trick or 
Treat bag, and enjoy a festive refreshment. Visit www.
jaxpubliclibrary.org/events for more information.

21st: Jacksonville Rose Society will host 
its annual rose show at the Mandarin 

Garden Club on Saturday, Oct. 21. Exhibits will be ac-
cepted from 6 a.m. – 10 a.m. Judging begins at 10:30 

a.m. The show is free and open to the public at 1 p.m. 
There will be a free seminar at 2 p.m. on Roses 101, 
how to grow beautiful roses, and learn what roses 
grow well in this area. Rose vendors will be on site 
to help select what’s best for your garden. Visit www.
jacksonvillerosesociety.org for more information.

22nd: “What was Martin Luther 
Thinking?” hosted by Hope 

Lutheran Church, 8570 Philips Hwy., Suite 104, on Oct. 
22 at 9:15 a.m. will address questions that plague 
many about the “Reformation.” Was Luther “canceled” 
for expressing his beliefs?Was he spreading disin-
formation? Knowing the possible consequences of 
his actions, what caused him to risk life and limb to 
take on a powerful organization? Visit www.Luther.
HopeJAX.org for more information.

26th: Mandarin Republican Club will meet 
on Thursday, Oct. 26 at St. Mary’s 

Seafood, 11290 Old St. Augustine Road. Social time 
begins at 6 p.m. and the meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. 
First time visitors are welcome.

26th: Mandarin Women’s Club will hold 
Game Day for members only on Oct. 

26 beginning at 9 a.m. at the Ramada Inn Mandarin. 
Lunch will be served after game play is finished. The 
cost of the lunch is $25 and reservations and pay-
ment must be received by Oct. 19 by calling Jo-Ellen 
at (904) 635-8722 or emailing her at joshifty@aol.
com. Visit www.mandarinwomensclub.com for more 
information and membership forms.

27th: The Italian American Club of Jack-
sonville will hold its popular Spaghetti 

to Go on Friday, Oct. 27 from 5 p.m. until the spaghetti 
is gone at the club building, 2838 Westberry Road. 
Visit www.iacofjacksonville.com or call (904) 586-
2700 for more information. 

28th: Grandparenting Summit 2023, 
presented by Legacy Coalition, will 

be simulcast at Mandarin Presbyterian Church, 2501 
Loretto Road, on Saturday, Oct. 28 from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
This will be a full day of inspiration, ideas, and tools 
for anyone who loves children and desires to leave 
a meaningful legacy for this generation and beyond. 
Register at mandarinpres.com/legacy or legacycoali-
tion.com/summit. Lunch is provided by Chick-fil-A 
and purchased separately, or bring your own. Drinks 
and snacks are provided.

What’s Happening in MandarinWhat’s Happening in MandarinOctoberOctober Community Calendar

Dr. Jimmy Glenos Dr. Craig Hadgis

20232023magazine

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Come in and bring a 
loved one to receive:

•

 

FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
   Try it at home, work and play!

Introducing Oticon MoreTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.  

  
 

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman  
Audiologist /Owner HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

You're invited to try   
Oticon More RISK FREE  

Your Community Resource for Be�er Hearing
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with Duval County School Board Member  
Lori Hershey, District 7Q A&

with Jacksonville City Council Member  
Michael Boylan, District 6Q A&

When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care 

following a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request the 

best. During your stay, our #1 priority is to help you regain 

your best quality of life and maximize your independence.

A not-for-profi t agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Scan Code to Request

RiverGarden.org

904.886.8419

• Spacious therapy center

• Green, lush campus

• Individualized treatment plans 

• Highly skilled, specialized therapists

• Available 7 days a week

Request The Best

Annual Pumpkin Patch
October 8th - 31st

closing at 4pm on the 31st

Monday - Friday 3pm - 7pm
Saturday - 10am - 7pm

Sunday - 12pm - 7pm

Great Family Fun!Annual Pumpkin Patch Great Family Fun!
Fantastic selection of pumpkins 
and fun outdoor photo opportunities.

All proceeds benefit local and

for those in need.

Preschool – K5 field trips available
904-641-8385

www.sotwjax.com

Pumpkins with
a Purpose

Located on the service road • 1/4 mile north of Old Baymeadows Rd
7860 Southside Blvd

Shepherd of the Woods Lutheran Church
                             and Early Learning Center
Shepherd of the Woods Lutheran Church
                             and Early Learning Center

Q: Do you have an update to share on 
the search for a new superintendent?

A: The superintendent’s role has been 
posted and resumes are already coming 
in. The window to accept applications 
will close on Oct. 13 and on Oct. 18, 
we will identify the semi-finalists. Then, 
finalists will be selected on Nov. 8 and 
arrangements made for them to come to 
Jacksonville for final interviews on Nov. 
16 and 17. Finally, on Nov. 21, we will 
select a superintendent at a special board 
meeting. To remain up to date on the 
search, visit our website, https://dcps.
duvalschools.org/search.

Q: Do you have any insight to share 
about the heavy traffic on Loretto 
Road during school hours?

A: Traffic on Loretto is hectic during the 
school year, but currently the situation 
is being exacerbated by the detour to 
Loretto Road due to road construction 
on Julington Creek Road. The road con-
struction is scheduled for completion 
in late September (so, hopefully by the 
time you read this). Please be aware that 
the school is doing their best to move 
traffic. Heavy traffic on Loretto con-
tinues to be 7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m., during student 
drop off and pick up.

Q: Can you explain how hurricane 

days for schools are determined in 
Duval County?

A: The process all revolves around 
schools as hurricane shelters and if we 
have to open them. If we do, it takes 
one day to prepare the facility, the 
day(s) that the facility is open serv-
ing as a shelter, and one more day to 
clean up and close the shelter. The 
mayor is the person who requests the 
use of schools as shelters, which Mayor 
Deegan did with the recent Hurricane 
Idalia.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 7?

A: Florida State Rep. Jessica Baker 
visited Atlantic Coast High School 
on Sept. 12 and spoke with students, 
toured the school, and learned about the 
array of Career and Technical Educa-
tion opportunities at Atlantic Coast. I 
am trying to coordinate a date for her to 
visit Mandarin High School.

Congratulations to the Mandarin Mus-
tangs! On Friday, Sept. 15, Mandarin 
High beat Atlantic Coast 30 – 0 and 
won the Principal’s Cup.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 
390-2375.

Q: Do you have any information 
about what is going on with the old 
SunTrust/Truist bank property on San 
Jose Boulevard?

A: Yes. This property will be rebuilt as a 
tire store. The property is already zoned 
for this purpose. I think it’s important 
to note that the city doesn’t dictate what 
kind of private development is built 
in a particular place. Our responsibil-
ity is only to make sure that it is zoned 
properly for the purpose, that road 
capacity exists, and that the construc-
tion is completed properly and safely. 
The type of business that opens in any 
location meeting these qualifications is 
all market-driven.

Q: How about the old Shell gas sta-
tion on the corner of Loretto Road 
and San Jose?

A: The last conversation I had with 
the owner of the property, First Coast 
Energy, I learned that they were making 
no efforts to market this property at this 
time.

Q: Can you comment on general 
citizen concerns regarding tree cutting 
in Mandarin?

A: I hear laments about this frequently, 
but few people seem to notice the num-
ber of trees we have planted. Many trees 
have been added to the medians on San 
Jose Boulevard plus Mandarin Road and 
the property behind the old JTA com-
muter lot. We try to more than replen-

ish trees taken down for development 
in our area so we can keep Mandarin 
beautiful.

Q: Do you have updates on a couple 
of ongoing projects: Cissell property 
on Loretto Road and the County 
Dock project?

A: For the Cissell property, there haven’t 
been any really meaningful changes 
except the prospect of a church as an 
added option for development. I pre-
sume there must be an active interest for 
this.

Regarding the County Dock property, 
the last conversation I had I was told 
that the neighborhood committee will 
review the community survey results at a 
meeting in late September. One ques-
tion that came up was that a one acre 
parcel of the property was listed for sale 
on Zillow, and it looked like the seller 
wanted to divide the property into a six-
acre parcel and a one- acre parcel. The 
representative for the applicant said they 
were just testing the market, but the ap-
plication was still moving forward.

Q: As of the date of this interview 
[Sept. 19], what is the latest with the 
construction on the bridge on Juling-
ton Creek Road?

A: I received a report on Sept. 18 that 
said the construction was 75 percent 
complete; the contracted completion 

Q&A with Michael Boylan  cont. on pg. 9
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Guest Column

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FLWestminsterWoodsFL.org

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn 
how you can save thousands!

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging, 
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

• Housekeeping
• 24-hour security
• Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
• Fishing and boat docks
• Heated, outdoor swimming pool
• A wide range of important aging services
• And more!

Don’t leave
your future

to chance
Secure a plan for life

Now or Never
By Allison DeFoor, president, North Florida Land Trust

Northeast Florida is at a crossroads 
of history for land conservation, 
and it is literally Now or Never. The 
people of Florida and their leaders 
have stepped up to the plate. Now it 
is time for you, the landowners, to 
respond. If we do it right, landowners 
can make money and our grandchil-
dren will get to see what real Florida 
looks like. If we do it wrong, shame 
on us as we watch our end of Florida 
become like Orlando, cheapening 
property and lifestyle values. We can 
truly have it all if we choose, so let’s 
choose!

Throughout the years, both Republican 
and Democratic governors have been 
behind initiatives to preserve Florida’s 
natural lands — from Save Our Ever-
glades in the 1980s, Preservation 2000 
in 1990, Florida Forever in 1999 and 
beyond. Florida’s voters have also done 
their part. No statewide initiative on the 
environment in our state has received 
less than 70 percent of the vote. This 
year the total commitment of state 
funding was more than $900 million. 
House of Representatives Speaker Paul 
Renner courageously added a similar 
amount targeting wildlife corridors, in-
cluding $400 million for our own O2O, 
Ocala-to-Osceola corridor. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker.

Local efforts mirrored statewide ini-
tiatives. Referenda were passed in 27 
counties, starting in Volusia. Conserva-
tion initiatives were also passed in 55 
municipalities. Locally, Duval made a 
big land acquisition effort under Mayor 
John Delaney. Federal partners have also 
come into play. These efforts expand 
buffer lands around military bases such 
as Camp Blanding, vital to national 
security and to our economy. Initiatives 

aimed at salt marshes and resiliency are 
aborning.

In addition to fee simple acquisition 
of lands, efforts increasingly involve 
conservation easements which allow 
the landowner to retain ownership 
and traditional uses such as timber or 
farming while pocketing the value of 
development rights. You can “cash out,” 
in farming terms, your development 
rights, while staying in traditional uses, 
and enjoying those income streams into 
the future. Innovative developers, such 
as at Babcock Ranch and Framton, have 
discovered blending conservation into 
development plans for open space and 
recreation can actually increase the value 
of the lands developed. 

We the People have stepped up to the 
plate. Landowners, it is now batter-up! 
Without willing sellers, these massive 
efforts to create willing buyers will come 
to nothing. 

This old Florida Cracker, whose family 
has been in Florida now for nine genera-
tions, speaks to the heart of you who 
own the land. You own it because you 
love it, and often have for generations. 
You, like me, have seen it slipping away. 
Like me, you want our grandchildren to 
know the real Florida, while also making 
provisions for them economically. There 
are ways and means now to do this, and 
they will not be available forever. North 
Florida Land Trust stands ready to help. 
The money is here. It is truly Now or 
Never. 

Please act!

Rev. Cn. Allison DeFoor is the president of 
the North Florida Land Trust. He served 
as Everglades Czar for Florida. His family 
has been in Florida since it belonged to 
Spain.

A: 

B: 

Church’s Baby Pantry is open to serve 
those in need
Through the support of congregation 
and community members, as well as 
the business community, Mandarin 
Lutheran Church’s Baby Pantry is 
well stocked. This ministry of the 
church strives to assist Jacksonville-
area parents by providing baby care 
items such as diapers, wipes, bathing 
items, rash cream, and gently used 
clothing at no cost. One congregant, 

Jack Cosentino, regularly donates 
stuffed animals for the siblings of 
the babies who receive formula and 
diapers from the pantry. “All of these 
groups have been an enormous help 
to our cause and we would like to 
thank them for all they do to help 
this ministry every month,” said Car-
ol Gomez of the Mandarin Lutheran 
Church Baby Pantry.  

Kindercare Learning Center of Fruit Cove regularly 
donates furniture, baby items and diapers to the Baby 

Pantry.

Congregation member Harold Kendall, who has a walking 
group that donates funds for diapers, with two moms 

who give back to the pantry by volunteering their time 
and donating items.
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2892 Loretto Road, 32223

Trash To Treasure Sale

 Cash Only

October 6th & 7th 9am-2pm
Mandarin Garden Club

BBQ, Cafe & Plants

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

 Follow us on Facebook

Holiday Sampler & Porch Sale
November 3rd & 4th 10am-5pm

November 5th 12pm-5pm

Throughout the store and on the porch
find one of a kind items for you & your home.

3 0 4 7  J u l i n g t o n  C r e e k  R o a d  |  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F L  3 2 2 2 3  |  ( 9 0 4 )  8 8 6 - 0 3 9 3

“Running a business is stressful. 
Having a great community bank 

on your side makes it easier.”  

MISSY WALKER
Triton Roofing & Restoration

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Recognizing the importance of 
standing by those who protect 
our nation, the American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 372 embarked on a 
mission to support troops overseas 
through a dedicated donation drive.

The American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 372, a community organization 
known for its commitment to veter-
ans, active-duty military personnel, 
and their families, has taken the ini-
tiative to uplift the spirits of those 
serving far from home. Through 
the dedication of its members and 

support from the local community, 
the auxiliary unit has accumulated a 
donation valued at $800. The items 
collected through this initiative will 
directly translate into practical sup-
port for overseas troops.

The impact of this effort is not only 
seen in the intention behind it, but 
also in the tangible results achieved. 
Currently, in Mandarin, the Ameri-
can Legion Post 372 is working on 
building a permanent home that 
will allow for these acts of giving 
and service to thrive and bring aid 
to more veterans and their families 
in need.

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
372 supports troops

Photo courtesy Caitlin Bailey Advertise with your community newspapers!

Linda Gay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com

Effective Marketing. Better Results.

What do 
 you want 

 to see  
in Mandarin  
NewsLine?

 editor
@floridanewsline.com
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Briefs

W E L L N E S S  •  E N G A G E M E N T  •  C U L I N A R Y  •  S E R V I C E

Call today to learn about current specials!

904-337-6350
ALF#12887

904-834-4511904-834-4199
ALF#13109

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.  
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and 

comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,  
assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you’re sampling the delectable dining options,  
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is  

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.
Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

Your carefree oasis  
of luxury awaits!

Mandarin Women’s Club hosts Game Day
On Oct. 26, the Mandarin Women's 
Club will hold its popular Game Day 
at the Ramada Inn in Mandarin. Game 
Day is one of the most anticipated events 
of the year, and members will choose to 
play either Bunco or Mexican Train. The 
Game Day event is for members only 
and affords members an opportunity to 
make new friends and maybe take home 
one of the many cash prizes. Lunch will 
be served after game play is finished.

Doors open at 9 a.m. and reservations 
for the luncheon are required. The lun-
cheon cost is $25 and must be received 
by Thursday, Oct. 19. To make reserva-
tions and obtain payment instructions, 
call Jo-Ellen at (904) 635-8722 or email 
her at joshifty@aol.com. Visit www.
mandarinwomensclub.com for more 
information and to download a member-
ship form.

19th annual Halloween Doors & More 
supports Community PedsCare
On Saturday, Oct. 14, The Foundation 
of Community Hospice & Palliative 
Care will transform the Jacksonville 
Fairgrounds Exhibition Hall into a magi-
cal, candy land-themed day of family-
friendly fun and entertainment for the 
19th annual Halloween Doors & More. 
Northeast Florida’s premier Halloween 
event since 2005, Halloween Doors & 
More, will begin at 2 p.m. for fun attrac-
tions with candy, toys, food, interactive 
experiences, and live characters. Visit 
with the Jacksonville Jaguars Cheerlead-
ers, trick or treat at the 14-foot-high 
Fantasy Doors, stroll the Magical Meet 

and Greet Streets to see favorite cos-
tumed characters, show off dance moves 
in the Fiesta Family Disco, visit the 
Booutiful Salon for a spooktacular make-
over, and stop by the Grown-Up Grotto 
and Food Court to enjoy gourmet foods 
and drinks. Fantasy Smiles are required, 
and costumes are encouraged.

Proceeds from Halloween Doors & 
More benefit Community PedsCare®, 
the pediatric program of Community 
Hospice & Palliative Care, support-
ing children living with serious and 
life-limiting illnesses and their families. 
Most Community PedsCare® services 
are provided without charge, regardless 
of insurance coverage. All vital care and 
support are provided at no cost to the 
family, which is made possible through 
generous community supporters, efforts 
of The Foundation of Community Hos-
pice & Palliative Care, and Medicare.

To purchase Halloween Doors & More 
admissions, call (904) 886-3883 or visit 
HDM.CommunityHospice.com.

Housing market in flux; inventory 
increases
While outside temperatures may contin-
ue to soar as fall approaches, the opposite 
is true of Northeast Florida’s housing 
market. A cooling period has begun with 
the inventory of single-family homes 
increasing in August, while pending sales 
and prices are down. Home affordability 
in the region crept up slightly during 
the last month of summer, but housing 
continues to be expensive compared to 
last year and previous years.

“The real estate market is fluctuating. In-
terest rates, inflation, and changing labor 
markets are factors,” said Diana Galavis, 
2023 president of the Northeast Florida 
Association of REALTORS®. “Home 
affordability took a slight upward tick, 
but overall housing is significantly more 
expensive than this time last year.” 

Pending sales were down, which is heav-
ily due to interest rates. Buyers now have 
an opportunity to preview more active 
inventory, and there is an increase of new 
listings to 3,022, a rise of 12 percent in 
August. Meanwhile, active inventory 
jumped 10.9 percent to 5,012 homes in 
the region.

In August, Northeast Florida’s Home Af-
fordability Index for single-family homes 
over the region’s six counties registered 
at 66, a slight 1.5 percent hike upward 
from July, when the index came in at 65, 
its lowest point ever; however, August’s 
score still indicated a 14.3 percent drop 
from the same time in 2022.

The Housing Affordability Index 
measures housing affordability for 
the region. A higher number means 
greater affordability. This index mea-
sures affordability factors for all home-
buyers making a 20 percent down 
payment. An index of 100 is defined 
as the point where a median-income 
family has the exact amount of income 
needed to purchase a median-priced 
existing home. An index value over 
100 means that the family has more 
than enough income, while a value 
below 100 means that a family doesn't 

have enough income to qualify for a 
mortgage loan.

While affordability is still lower than it 
was last year, the index in August was 
still higher than it was in July, which 
is a good sign for buyers. The region’s 
months’ worth of supply rose 10 percent 
to 2.7 months. The median sales price 
for single-family homes fell 3 percent 
to $383,000 and was down 1.8 percent 
from August the year before.

In Duval County, the August 2023 me-
dian price of single-family housing was 
$335,150, a 1.6 percent hike from July 
2023 when it registered $330,000. The 
median days on the market in June de-
creased to 29. Month-to-month, closed 
sales rose 6.6 percent to 941, pending 
sales dropped 6 percent to 926, and new 
listings increased 9.7 percent to 1,509. 
Active inventory for the county rose 10 
percent to 2,214 homes, a 2.4-month 
supply. In July, the home affordability 
index fell 3.8 percent, registering at 75.

In St. Johns County, August 2023 
median prices decreased 6.8 percent to 
$550,000 for single-family homes. The 
median days on the market continued 
to hover at 36. Month-to-month, closed 
sales fell 17.5 percent to 428, pending 
sales tumbled down 21.6 percent to 428, 
and new listings rose 7.5 percent to 760. 
Active inventory rose to 1,568 homes, an 
increase of 8.7 percent from July 2023, 
and 3.7-month supply. The affordability 
index increased slightly, 4.5 percent to 
46, yet still indicated St. Johns County is 
an expensive place to live.

SoleMates share common desire to be 
champions for girls
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Girls on the Run SoleMates are lever-
aging their love of movement to train 
with a purpose to raise critical scholar-
ship funds for girls in their community. 
Studies show that a girl’s self-confidence 
begins to drop by age nine, but Sole-
Mates know that it doesn’t have to be 
that way. 

In addition to cultivating meaningful 
and healthy relationships, participating 
in Girls on the Run transforms girls’ 
lives by helping them increase their self-
confidence and teaching them critical 
skills to manage emotions, resolve con-
flict, help others, and make intentional 
decisions. In fact, U.S. Surgeon General 
Dr. Vivek Murthy highlighted Girls on 
the Run as an example of a program for 
girls to learn life skills through engaging 
activities and lessons.

SoleMates help to advance this power-
ful mission while training for a physical 
activity. In March 2023, Girls on the 
Run SoleMates raised $45,938, which 
translates to 306 Girls on the Run 
scholarships.

Whether they are counting miles on the 
trail, laps in a pool, reps in the weight 
room, or downward dogs in the studio, 
SoleMates can train for any athletic 
activity of their choice. SoleMates that 
choose to train for the 2024 Gate River 

Run in Jacksonville or the 2024 Shark 
Bite Half Marathon in New Smyrna 
Beach will have access to the exclusive 
SoleMates VIP Experience. The Sole-
Mates VIP Experience is a private party 
for SoleMates and a guest before and 
after the race in the air-conditioned 
WJCT building and includes food, 
beverages, parking, indoor restrooms, 
gear storage, and plenty of post-race 
pampering.

Visit www.gotrnefl.org/solemates to 
register or learn more about becoming a 
SoleMate.

Photo courtesy Girls on the Run

SoleMates help fund scholarships for Girls on the Run 
while they train for a physical activity.
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travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLifeLife
Get to KnowGet to Know  . . .. . . By Martie Thompson

editor@floridanewsline.com

Get to Know ...
Interested in being featured? Email Martie  
Thompson at editor@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Grace McCormickF

Grace McCormick

Grace McCormick

Hurry in
for Fall
Savings

10/31/23

services. 

During the 2023 tax season, in Jack-
sonville, AARP Foundation Tax-Aide 
volunteers completed 3,187 returns 
with refunds of more than $3 million. 
This would not be possible without our 
volunteers, who make an indelible mark 
on the taxpayers we work with and the 
communities where they live. 

Two sites will be open this year in 
Mandarin: South Mandarin Branch 
Library (12125 San Jose Blvd.) and 
Mandarin Branch Library (3330 Kori 
Road). There are nine additional sites 
across Jacksonville from the Beaches to 
Regency Square to Edgewood. 

Visit https://aarpfoundation.org/
taxaidevolunteer to complete an Interest 
Form, or call 1 (888) 227-7669 or email 
dianevtax12@gmail.com to learn more 
about volunteer opportunities.

Visit https://taxaide.aarpfoundation.org to 
learn more about having AARP Founda-
tion Tax-Aide complete your taxes.

AARP Foundation   cont. from pg. 1

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Grace McCormick is a life-
long resident of Mandarin 
who has a strong affinity for 
Jacksonville and its people. 
She is Miss Jacksonville 2023 
and she says representing the 
community that raised her 
is a dream come true. Grace 
is a member of the Class of 
2020 of Bishop Kenny High 
School and is now in her senior 
year at the University of Central 
Florida, where she plans to earn a 
degree in Human Communications 
with a minor in marketing and a 
certificate in leadership. She remains 
very close with her family of three 
younger brothers and parents and 
says she comes home to Jacksonville 
most weekends to attend her brothers’ 
sporting events and events supporting 
the city’s special needs community, 
with which she volunteers extensively.

Q: How did you choose UCF as 
your school?

A: Because of the support I received 
from family and friends, I was fortu-
nate to be accepted to all the colleges 
I applied to. UCF offered everything I 
wanted. UCF is a very unique school 
as it is one of fewer than 30 colleges 
in the state that offers a program for 
the special needs community. I have 
built up a passion for this community 
in Jacksonville and I wanted to con-
tinue my work at the collegiate level.

Q: What can you tell us about your 
work with the college’s Inclusive 

Education Services?

A: This is a two-year program that 
allows those with special needs or 
intellectual difficulties to come to col-
lege and receive an education. These 
students can study one of three areas: 
Hospitality, Education, and Social 
Services, all with the end goal of 
employment. The program, for which 
I am a Resource Facilitator, provides 
emotional, social, and academic sup-
port. For some, it is their first time 
living independently. They live in a 
dorm with added support. In my role, 
I meet with my students throughout 
the week to act as a kind of peer men-
tor and tutor. 

Q: What was your path to becoming 
Miss Jacksonville?

A: If you had told me I’d be involved 
in scholarship competitions when 
I was growing up, I’d have said you 
were crazy. I was shy, couldn’t use my 
voice, and was trying to overcome my 
own learning disability. My first com-

petition was for Miss Bishop Kenny 
in my junior year. I didn’t place, but 

wanted to continue to bring a light 
to my community, so that sum-

mer I entered Miss Freedom 
USA, a national pageant held 
in Jacksonville, and I won. 
Next, I decided to enter the 
Miss Jacksonville competi-
tion, a preliminary for the 
Miss Florida (Miss America) 
competition. I was first run-
ner up in January 2022. I 
entered the Miss Winter Park 

competition shortly thereafter 
and won, so I went on to Miss 

Florida in the summer of 2022. 
I was in awe of the caliber of the 

women involved. Then this January, 
I entered Miss Jacksonville again and 
won this time. It was a true team 
effort, but the biggest thing I did 
differently was communicate that 
Jacksonville was the community that 
raised me and verbalize how much 
I’ve grown. This past summer at Miss 
Florida, I was honored to be pre-
sented with the Presidential Service 
Scholarship.

Q: What are your future plans?

A: First, I’m focused on finishing my 
reign as Miss Jacksonville and serv-
ing the best I can. This was always 
the goal for me. Once I graduate next 
spring, my plan is to look into the 
news anchor field. Working with the 
special needs community will always 
be a part of my life. As a news anchor, 
I hope I can shed light on all commu-
nities including the special needs one.

Q: What do you like to do in your 
spare time?

A: In my spare time, I enjoy musical 
theater, my Christian ministry both in 
Jacksonville and at UCF, and hanging 
out with my pets when I’m in Jack-
sonville… we even have a pet duck!

date is Sept. 26.

There is a new director of Public Works, 
Nina Sickler, and I had the opportu-
nity recently to sit down with her and 
communicate the frustration we all feel 
with projects like this that seem to lack 
urgency in getting them completed. I 
also brought to her attention road resur-
facing that is needed on Beauclerc Road 
and in the Mandarin Lakes neighbor-
hood. I asked her for a listing of street 
resurfacing and sidewalks underway in 
District 6 so I can respond to constitu-
ents. It’s important to keep in mind that 
the transitions in administration in the 
city government are also affecting ongo-
ing projects.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Community members can email me at 
MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-5206.

Q&A with Michael Boylan  cont. from pg. 5
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Community Marketplace Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

Christine M Franza
Licensed Insurance Agent

United Healthcare, Medicare Solutions

Christine M Franza
Licensed Insurance Agent

United Healthcare, Medicare Solutions

A Local Agent Providing
No Cost Expert Information

904-544-5480

• Driveways
• Pavers
• Patios

Catering to the needs of
the homeowner since 2002

• Walkways
• Concrete Removal
• Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836  and let's talk about what we can do for you!

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential -
no project too small

Mandarin/St.Johns Elks
Lodge #2866
Good people having good times
doing good things for others

4280 Oldeld Crossing Drive
Jacksonville, Florida 32223

Phone- 904-268-4974
Email- MSJ2866@outlook.com

NOW ACCEPTING

Facebook- Elks Lodge Mandarin

MEMBERS

Mandarin United
Methodist Church

11270 San Jose Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32223  
 

(From I-295 go south on San Jose Blvd. 1/2 mile on right)

United Methodist Women’s
33rd Annual Fall Craft Festival

Saturday, October 7th, 2023
8:30 am – 3:30 pmN

o 
P
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s 

A
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w
ed

All Hand Crafted Items: 100+ Crafters, clothing, jewelry,
concessions, seasonal gifts, baked goods, children’s shop,

country store and more!
All proceeds support UMW Mission Projects  

MASKS REQUIRED. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel
Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE & MORE
AIR CONDITIONING • PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL 

RESIDENTIAL REMODELING

904-737-6337
WatsonConstructionGroup.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK

Building Services: CBC1263291
HVAC: CAC1816040.

Plumbing: CFC057343
     Electric: EC13010558
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HEALTH & FITNESS

D e n t a l  In s u ra n c e 
-  P hy s i c i a n s  M u -
tual Insurance Com-
p a ny.  C o ve r s  3 5 0 
p r o c e d u r e s .  R e a l 
insurance -  not  a 
discount plan. Get 
your free dental info 
kit! 1-855-526-1060 
www.dental50plus.
c o m / a d s  # 6 2 5 8

A t t e n t i o n  o x y g e n 
therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is ca-
pable  o f  f u l l  24/7 
o x y g e n  d e l i v e r y. 
O n l y  2 . 8  p o u n d s . 
Free in fo  k i t .  Ca l l 
8 7 7 - 9 2 9 - 9 5 8 7

V I A G R A  a n d  C I A -
LIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guar-
anteed.  24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español

MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a  G E N E R A C  h o m e 
s t a n d b y  g e n e r a -
tor $0 Down + Low 
M o n t h l y  P m t  R e -
quest a free Quote. 
C a l l  b e f o r e  t h e 
n e x t  p o w e r  o u t -
age: 1-855-948-6176

E l i m i n a t e  g u t t e r 
c l ea n i n g  f o re ve r ! 
LeafFilter, the most 
advanc e d  debr is -
b l o c k i n g  g u t t e r 
protection. Sched-
ule f ree LeafFi l ter 
e s t i m a t e  t o d a y . 
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

B AT H  &  S H O W E R 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Afford-
a b l e  p r i c e s  -  N o 
p a y m e n t s  f o r  1 8 
months!   L i fe t ime 
w a r r a n t y  &  p r o -
fessional  ins ta l ls . 
S e n i o r  &  M i l i t a r y 
Discounts available.  
Cal l :  855-761-1 7 25

D o n a t e  Yo u r  C a r 
to Veterans Today! 
Help  and Suppor t 
our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% 
tax deductible. Call 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 4 5 - 0 3 9 8

HughesNet - Finally, 
super-fast internet 
n o  m a t t e r  w h e r e 
you l ive .  25 Mbps 
just $59.99/mo! Un-
limited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bun-
dle T V & Internet . 

F re e  In s t a l la t i o n .  
Ca l l  866- 499-014 1

B e c o m e  a  p u b -
l ished author.  We 
want to read your 
b o o k !  D o r r a n c e 
Publishing trusted 
s i n c e  1 9 2 0 .  C o n -
sul tat ion,  produc -
t ion ,  promot ion & 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .  C a l l 
f o r  f r e e  a u t h o r ’s 
g u i d e  1 - 8 7 7- 7 2 9 -
4998 or  v is i t  dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For 
1 9 0  C h a n n e l s  + 
$14 .95 High Speed 
Internet .   Free In-
s t a l l a t i o n ,  S m a r t 
HD DVR Inc lude d , 
Free Voice Remote. 
Some res tr ic t ions 
apply.   Promo E x-
p i r e s  1 / 3 1 / 2 4 . 
1 - 8 6 6 - 4 7 9 - 1 5 1 6

S a f e  S t e p .  N o r t h 
America's #1 Walk-
in tub. Comprehen-

sive l i fe t ime war-
rant y.  Top - o f- the -
line installation and 
service. Now featur-
ing our free shower 
p a c k a g e  &  $ 1 6 0 0 
of f  -  l imi ted t ime! 
F i n a n c i n g  a v a i l -
able. 1-855-417-1306

M o b i l e H e l p , 
A m e r i c a ' s  p r e -
mier mobile medi-
c a l  a l e r t  s y s t e m . 
W h e t h e r  y o u ' r e 
home or away. For 
s a f e t y  &  p e a c e 
o f  m i n d .  N o  l o n g 
t e r m  c o n t r a c t s ! 
F r e e  b r o c h u r e ! 
1 - 8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6

F r e e  h i g h  s p e e d 
i n t e r n e t  i f  q u a l i -
f ied. Govt . pgm for 
recipients of select 
pgms incl .  Medic-
aid, SNAP, Housing 
A s s i s t a n c e ,  W I C , 
Veterans Pension, 
Sur vivor  Benef i t s , 

L i fe l ine ,  Tr ibal .  15 
G B  i n t e r n e t .  A n -
droid tablet free w/
one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping. Call 
M a x s i p  Te l e c o m ! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 7 5 8 - 3 8 9 2

In f la t i o n  i s  a t  4 0 
year highs. Interest 
rates  are  way up . 
Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call 
National Debt Relief 
to f ind out how to 
pay  o f f  your  debt 
f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
less than what you 
o w e !  Fr e e  q u o t e : 
1 - 8 7 7 - 5 9 2 - 3 6 1 6

We s l e y  F i n a n c i a l 
G r o u p ,  L LC  T i m e -
s h a r e  C a n c e l l a -
t i o n  E x p e r t s O v e r 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n 
t ime share  debt  & 
f e e s  canc e l le d  in 
2019. Get f ree info 

p a c k a g e  &  l e a r n 
how to  ge t  r id  o f 
y o u r  t i m e s h a r e ! 
Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

DIRECT V S tream - 
C a r r i e s  t h e  m o s t 
local  MLB Games! 
C h o i c e  P a c k a g e 
$ 8 9 . 9 9 / m o  f o r  1 2 
mos Stream on 20 
d e v i c e s  a t  o n c e . 
HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) 
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-

strictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405

A r e  y o u  a  p e t 
o w n e r ?  D o  y o u 
want  to  get  up to 
100% back on ve t 
b i l l s ?  P h y s i c i a n s 
Mu tua l  Insuranc e 
C ompany  has  p e t 
coverage that can 
h e l p !  C a l l  1 - 8 4 4 -
7 74 - 0 2 0 6  t o  g e t 
a  f r e e  q u o t e  o r 
v i s i t  i n s u r e b a r k-
m e o w . c o m / a d s

D i a g n o s e d  w i t h 
lung cancer & 65+? 
You may qualify for 

a substantial cash 

a w a r d .  N o  o b l i -

gat ion!  We ' ve  re -

c o ve re d  m i l l i o n s . 

L e t  u s  h e l p !  C a l l 

24/7 1-87 7-707-5707

Leading smart home 

p r o v i d e r  V i v i n t 

Smart Home has an 

of fer  jus t  for  you. 

Cal l  833-42 7-0530 

to get a profession-

ally installed home 

s e c u r i t y  s y s t e m 

with $0 activation.

Job Finder 
Westminster St. Augustine, located in World Golf Village, is looking 
for a FULL TIME COOK. Starting pay is $16.90 MINIMUM per hour. Text 
904-474-1075 to receive online application
River Garden is seeking a Maintenance Technician. Experience as an 
apartment maintenance tech or general building maintenance tech is 
a plus. Please visit www.rivergarden.org/careers or call (904) 260-1818 
to speak to Human Resources.

FOR RENT
481 Marquesa Circle

St Johns FL 32259
Located in the desireable 

Beachwalk Community

4 BD/2.5 BA   2750 Sqft
Fully Furnished

Appliances included

$4950 monthly
www.zillow.com/

homedetails/481-Marquesa
-Cir-Saint-Johns-FL-32259

(516) 816-5554

follow in 1775. 

Schmitt recounted the walk on the 
streets and standing in the very 
place of the occurrence. He went 
on to say to appreciate history, it 
must come “alive” to us and to his 
students. He received a standing 
ovation from the well-attended 
lunch. He was presented with a 
certificate and a Tricorn hat to 
wear in class during Constitution 
Week.

The Sons of the American Revolu-
tion, Jacksonville Chapter, led by 
Paul Tucker, SAR President and 
Commander of the Color Guard 
presented the flag of the United States of 
America. A Mayoral Proclamation from 
Mayor Donna Deegan was read by Lynne 
Cason, Florida State Society DAR His-
torian, to highlight, celebrate, and honor 
our United States Constitution week. 
Bells were rung in St Augustine, Orange 
Park and Downtown Jacksonville. The 
Bicentennial Bell of Jacksonville rang at 
the Jacksonville Public Library on Sept. 
17 at 4 p.m.

The Regents Council of Northeast 
Florida, DAR, consists of eight chapters 
of the DAR and boasts more than 1100 
members. The purpose of the society is 
promoting Patriotism, Education and 
Historic Preservation. DAR is a women's 
volunteer service organization who 
come from a variety of backgrounds and 
interests, but all share a common bond of 
having an ancestor who helped contrib-
ute to securing the independence of the 
United States of America. Any woman 

18 years or older, regardless 
of race, religion, or ethnic 
background, who can prove 
lineal descent from a patriot 
of the American Revolu-
tion is eligible to join. Visit 
www.dar.org for more in-
formation.

Betty Reed is Regents 
Council of NE Florida 
President.

Constitution Week  cont. from pg. 1

The Sons of the American Revolution, Jacksonville Chapter, led by 
Paul Tucker, SAR President and Commander of the Color Guard 

presented the flag of the United States of America.

ties across the country have raised ap-
proximately $1 billion to support breast 
cancer research, patient programs, and 
direct services. 

"Making Strides has grown into the na-
tion’s largest and most impactful breast 
cancer movement over the past three 
decades,” said Jaclyn Rodriguez of the 
American Cancer Society. “Through 
Making Strides, we are funding critical 
research and life-saving programs that 
will ensure a brighter future for every-
one who is impacted by breast cancer."

On Oct. 14, gates will open at 8 a.m. 
and the walk begins at 9 a.m. Regis-
tered survivors and thrivers will receive 
an event t-shirt and recognition at the 
event, which will feature entertainment 
and community partner booths. 

Making Strides Against Cancer was 
founded in 1984 by Margery Gould 
Rath, a breast cancer survivor in Mas-
sachusetts, as a "move-along-a-thon" to 
raise funds for the American Cancer So-
ciety. The event officially became known 
as the American Cancer Society Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer in 1993 
and has since inspired millions of people 
to participate in events in communi-
ties across the country. Rath remained 
a passionate volunteer until her passing 
in 2001. Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer of the First Coast raised more 
than $350,000 for the American Cancer 
Society’s mission in 2022 and aims to 
raise $320,000 this year.

Visit MakingStridesWalk.org For more 
information, to register to walk, or to 
make a donation.

Making Strides cont. from pg. 1
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Enjoy Eating & Smiling Again!Creating Smiles & Relationships 
for a Lifetime!

Implant &
Denture Center

Same- Day Fixed
Implant Teeth

Snap-On Dentures
with Implants

New Patient Special
$59

Includes Comprehensive Exam, 
Full Mouth Series of X-rays &

Panoramic X-ray. (D0150, D0210, D0330)

FREE
Orthodontic Consultation

$500 OFF
Invisalign

Includes Free Bleaching Trays &
Whitening Gel with Finished Treatment

 $5000 OFF
All-On-X Dental Implants

$500 OFF
Dental Implants

$29
Limited Emergency

Exam & X-Ray

FREE
Implant Consultation with 

3D X-Ray $500 Value!
Safe & Quick Implant Placement with 3D Cone 

Beam Scan for Implant Supported Denture, 
Single Tooth/Bridge. 

Consultation to determine implant fee starting at $1500.

$299
Surgical 

Tooth Extraction
(Self pay only. Excludes most wisdom teeth)

Six Bolles seniors named 
2024 National Merit 
Semifinalists
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Officials with the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation (NMSC®) 
announced the names of more than 
16,000 semifinalists in the 69th 
annual National Merit Scholar-
ship Program, a list that includes 
six senior students from The Bolles 
School. This year’s National Merit 
semifinalists from the Bolles Class 
of 2024 are Isabel Bassin, Daniel 
Ji, Alex Meyers-Labenz, William 
Schilling, Aryan Shah and Ashkon 
Shirazi.

The students will continue in com-
petition for some 7,140 National 
Merit Scholarships worth nearly 
$28 million that will be offered 
next spring. More than 1.3 million 
juniors from about 21,000 high 
schools around the country entered 
the 2024 scholarship program by 
taking the 2022 Preliminary SAT/

National Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test, also known as the PSAT/
NMSQT®. That test served as an ini-
tial screen of program entrants. The 
semifinalists represent less than one 
percent of U.S. high school seniors.

To become a finalist, semifinalists 
must submit a detailed scholarship 
application, in which they provide 
information about their academic 
record, participation in school and 
community activities, demonstrated 
leadership abilities, employment 
and honors and awards received. 
A semifinalist must have an out-
standing academic record through-
out high school, be endorsed and 
recommended by a high school 
official, write an essay and earn 
SAT® or ACT® scores that confirm 
the student’s earlier performance on 
the qualifying test. More than 90 
percent of semifinalists are expected 
to attain finalist standing.

Photos courtesy Mary Eyler

On the first day of school, Andrea Gore's kindergartners at Crown Point Elementary School arrived at her classroom 
with all sorts of feelings. There were those who were excited, those who were scared, and those who were nervous 
and anxious about leaving their parents. Gore decided to read the book “First Day Jitters” by Julie Danneberg to her 
kindergartners. Then, they talked about how everyone gets the first day jitters, even teachers. Afterward, the class 

drank their “jitter juice” to help dispel all their first day jitters.

Crown Point kindergarteners’ “First 
Day Jitters”

Halloween boasts a rich 
history
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Costume-clad kids, bags of candy and 
jack-o'-lanterns are some indelible 
images associated with Halloween. 
Those images may forever be linked 
to this beloved, fun-filled holiday, 
which boasts a rich history that varies 
depending on where in the world you 
might be.

Celebrations around the world may 
not mirror those in the United States, 
where trick-or-treating youngsters 
travel from house to house in search of 
candy. But true Halloween enthusiasts 
may be interested to learn the history 
of the holiday and how it has changed 
over the centuries.

El Dia de los Muertos: In parts of 
Mexico and Latin America, El Dia de 
los Muertos (The Day of the Dead) is 
celebrated each year in early Novem-
ber. The day is designed to honor the 
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Fall and spooky events coming soon to 
the library
By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

Spooky season is upon us, and you 
know what that means: Your favorite 
fall activities are back. So, scare up some 
friends and join us at Halloween Hap-
penings on Saturday, Oct. 21 at 2 p.m. 
at Mandarin Branch Library. Decorate 
trick-or-treat bags or play a round of 
“spooky” mini-golf through the shelves. 
And don’t miss the costume parade at 
3:30 p.m.

You can also enter the Haunted House 
(if you dare!). Please note: This activity 
will feature flashing lights and spooky 
scares (suggested for children aged five 
and up). Tour as a family (if you need 
someone’s hand to hold).

Treat yourself to a calming craft and 
learn a new skill. Teens and adults are 
invited to Craft & Chat every Tuesday 
from 5 p.m. – 6 p.m. at Mandarin 
Library. On Oct. 10, join us for a hand-
sewing clinic where you’ll learn how to 
make repairs or alterations to simple or 
store-bought Halloween costumes. 

Writers: Join us for a free Writer’s Lab 
workshop all about crafting interesting 
characters with children’s author Karen 
Chow at the South Mandarin Library 
on Saturday, Oct. 28, at 10:30 a.m.

Looking for more fun, hands-on activi-
ties? Children (aged five through eight) 
can join us on Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. 
at Mandarin Library for Junior Scien-

tists or Tuesdays at 4 p.m. for Junior 
Artists at South Mandarin Library. 

The next Homeschool Lab starts Friday, 
Oct. 6, at 11 a.m. at South Mandarin 
Library. Using Jacksonville “street art” as 
inspiration, young artists (aged 10 – 14) 
will work collaboratively to design a new 
mural over the nine-week series.  

Experience astronaut training, shuttle 
launches, moonwalks and more in the 
new Mission to Mars Lab (for ages nine 
to 12) Wednesdays at 4 p.m. at the 
South Mandarin Library or Thursdays at 
3:30 p.m. at the Mandarin Library. This 
nine-week series explores the fascinating 
engineering, science, and history behind 
space exploration. For more Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math 
(paired with an awesome book), check 
out STEAM & Stories at Mandarin 
Library Mondays at 3:30 p.m. (for chil-
dren aged five through 12). 

For our Pre-K kids and families, we 
have Little Readers (for birth through 
age five) Fridays at the Mandarin 
Library at 10:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. or 
Mondays at 1:30 p.m. at South Manda-
rin Library. Pop-Up Storytime Library 
continues in the park outside South 
Mandarin Library Thursdays at 10 a.m. 
Sensory Friendly Storytime continues 
Wednesdays at 11 a.m. at Mandarin 
Library. 

Visit www.jaxpubliclibrary.org/events for 
more information.

Bolles students unite for #MauiStrong 
fundraiser
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Bolles students on all four campuses 
raised funds for those affected by the 
devastating Maui wildfires the week 
of Sept. 4. Participating students 
collectively raised $4,150 to support 
Maui Nui Strong, a Hawaii-based 
initiative that is providing direct 
relief to individuals, families and 
businesses impacted by the natural 
disaster.

Students, faculty and staff members 
who participated at the upper school 

were allowed to wear jeans and a 
Hawaiian shirt on Sept. 8 for a special 
#MauiStrong dress-down day. The 
Middle School Bartram Campus 
organized its fundraiser similarly, with 
participating Bulldogs allowed to wear 
jeans and either Hawaiian shirts or 
Bolles t-shirts that day. Lower school 
students who contributed received 
floral leis to wear.

Bolles senior Katherine Asbury ’24 of 
the Upper School Student Council was 
essential in collaborating with Campus 
Heads to organize this effort.

Photo courtesy The Bolles School 

Bolles students collectively raised $3,888.26 to support Maui Nui Strong.

dead, who Day of the Dead celebrants 
believe return to their earthly homes 
each Halloween. Families may burn 
candles and incense in an effort to help 
their deceased relatives and ancestors 
find their way home.

Guy Fawkes Day: For many years, 
England had reason to celebrate 
around Oct. 31, but those celebrations 
did not mirror the Halloween festivi-
ties familiar to those across the pond. 
While recent years have witnessed 
more and more Brits adopting the 
Americanized celebration of Hallow-
een, for many the true holiday this 
time of year will always be Guy Fawkes 
Day. Celebrated on Nov. 5, Guy 
Fawkes Day is a commemoration of 
the foiled Gunpowder Plot. Smithson-
ian notes that this was a failed attempt 
by disgruntled Catholics to blow up 
the British Parliament building while 
King James I was inside. Fireworks, pa-

rades and bonfires marked Guy Fawkes 
Day celebrations, which in recent years 
have gradually begun to transform into 
something that more closely resembles 
American Halloween.

Samhain: History.com notes that Hal-
loween can trace its origins to Ireland. 
But those origins did not involve 
giggling youngsters carrying plastic 
pumpkins around in search of candy. 
Halloween's origins can be traced to 
the Celtic festival of Samhain. Samhain 
was considered the Celtic New Year 
and was sacred to the ancient Irish. 
The festival was celebrated as the days 
became shorter, and offerings were left 
for the dead, who celebrants believed 
could cross over into the land of the 
living at this time; however, they also 
believed demonic spirits could follow 
such a path during Samhain, giving the 
festival the taste of the macabre that 
many still enjoy imparting on their 
Halloween celebrations today.

Halloween history cont. from pg. 12
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GardeningGardening
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

mail@floridanewsline.com

Fall gardening, and hornets?

Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS & CAMPS NOW OPEN
Year round program for all levels of play

Multiple locations

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Florida's Number 1 
Youth Soccer Program

We live in an area which has been 
affected by invasive species, both flora 
and fauna. Most of us know about the 
pythons in the Everglades and kudzu 
in Georgia, which have had profound 
impacts on native wildlife. Unfortu-
nately there is a new menace we may 
encounter soon, and that is an Asian 
insect, the yellow-legged hornet. 
Recently two have been identified in 
Savannah and it would be naïve to 
think they are the only invaders. 

The problem is that these hornets are 
a threat to honeybees, which they will 
devour. They were discovered by an 
amateur beekeeper near their hives. 
The hornets prey on bees as they 
come and go, and can seriously im-
pact the hives once they are targeted. 
For help in identification, see https://
entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/MISC/
BEES/Vespa_velutina.html.

If you think you have seen one, 
please talk to a Duval County Master 
Gardener Volunteer, at (904) 255-
7450. They will advise you how to 
report the insect to FDACS, if they 
confirm it could be a yellow-legged 
hornet. Take a picture if you can. 
Our agricultural industry doesn’t 
need any more invasive species to 
deal with, and this is potentially very 
serious.

And finally — gardening. Fall is a 
time when some of us like to spruce 
up our flower beds with mums and 
other seasonal color. Check out 
https://tinyurl.com/ybv7f8dk for 
inspiration. If you intend to plant a 
display bed, give plants a good start 
by first working some compost into 
the area before planting. Add some 
slow-release fertilizer, water the plants 
well, and spread mulch. If there isn’t 
enough rain, make sure to water 
them. Since mums — Chrysanthe-

mums — are perennials, they could 
come back the following year if they 
are happy in their location. Dead 
head fall flowers especially annuals to 
keep the blooms coming. 

For vegetable gardeners, don’t stop 
scouting for insects. Either source 
transplants or, if there’s time, sow 
seeds for new plants to replace early 
crops once they are harvested (see the 
Florida Vegetable Gardening Guide 
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/
VH021). Instead of ornamental cab-
bages, why not grow attractive kales 
and Chinese greens in the landscape? 
If you do so and suffer insect or 
disease problems in your flowers, only 
use chemical products that can also be 
applied safely around edible plants. 
There are plenty of organic or OMRI 
listed products that would be suitable. 
Just be sure to read and follow prod-
uct labels, which are the law.

Autumn is a good time to plant 
shrubs and trees. For maximum ben-
efit to wildlife, which has co-evolved 
with native plants, consider if you 
have space for an oak tree. Oaks sup-
port a wide range of environmentally 
valuable insects and other inverte-
brates. If small shrubs and trees are 
more in scale with your landscape, 
a redbud tree (Cercis canadensis) 
is just one possibility. It blooms in 
late winter to early spring, providing 
honeybees and more an early food 
supply. The flowers cover the bare 
branches making a lovely show before 
the heart-shaped light green leaves ap-
pear. Another pretty choice would be 
a native flatwoods plum, Prunus um-
bellata (https://www.fnps.org/plant/
prunus-umbellata). It also blooms in 
early spring.

Whichever plants you are drawn to, I 
hope they give you joy.

Garden Club’s annual Trash to 
Treasure sale is this month
By Joann Butler
mail@floridanewsline.com

Calling all treasure hunters! If you 
enjoy garage, yard and estate sales, 
you will love the Mandarin Garden 
Club’s annual Trash to Treasure Sale 
on Oct. 6 – 7, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
each day at 2892 Loretto Road. The 
Mandarin Garden Club will be loaded 
with items that have been generously 
donated by the members, including 
household items, electronics, small 
accent furniture, glassware, kitchen 
items, pictures, books, lamps, toys, 
crafts, baskets, small tools and appli-
ances and gardening tools. Addition-
ally, there will be a “Treasure” section 
that will feature fine china, crystal, 
signed pottery, one of a kind pieces 
and fine art. The Masons will cook 
their famous BBQ on both days and 
club members will be selling some 
homemade baked goods. There will 
also be a Pop-up Plant Sale for garden 
lovers. 

The Mandarin Garden Club Circles 
started their monthly meetings in 
September. Check the community 
calendar each month in Mandarin 

NewsLine for details on those meet-
ings. There are three daytime and one 
evening Circle. The Mandarin Gar-
den Club is the perfect place to make 
friends, get involved with the com-
munity and learn about gardening and 
environmental issues. There also is a 
game day once a month for members 
only, which is a great time to meet 
more people in the club. The Crafty 
Ladies group works on various crafts 
each week from September to May. 
There are still a few spots available at 
the club’s annual Craft Fair to be held 
on Nov. 18 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
fee for an outside 10 foot by 10 foot 
space is $40; if interested, return your 
application promptly as spaces fill 
up fast. Contact Wanda Bosworth at 
(904) 654-6945 or email mgccraftyla-
dies@gmail.com or Joyce Datz at (904) 
287-3602 or e-mail jdatz@bellsouth.
net for more information.

Finally, the Mandarin Garden Club is 
available for rent for parties, weddings, 
reunions, and all kinds of special occa-
sions. Visit www.mandaringardenclub.
org for more information, including 
pictures of the club.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Rotary Club of Mandarin recently 
installed Wesley Caldwell as its

president for the club’s 2023 – 2024 
year. He succeeds outgoing president 
Marc Hassan.

Caldwell is a long-time resident of 
Jacksonville, and has been employed 
for 38 years as an insurance advisor. 
Currently, he works with WRC & As-
sociates, advising local citizens of their 
options as they become eligible for 
Medicare. He has served as past presi-
dent of the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation and past president of the 
Delray Beach Sunrise Rotary Club.

The Rotary Club of Mandarin is 
dedicated to the service of others, with 
the motto of “Service Above Self.” The 

club meets every Tuesday morning at 
the Ramada Inn on Hartley Road in 
Mandarin. 

For more information  about the club, 
visit www.mandarinrotary.org or email 
membership director Michael Sullivan at 
michaels@coj.net. 

Mandarin Rotary Club installs 
new president

Photo courtesy Steve Gallagher

Wes Caldwell (on left) signing the Rotary charter as a 
new president, with outgoing president Marc Hassan.
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Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

The 
Pantry 
Raiders

A delicious seafood 
meal is a catch 
away

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

One of the benefits of a day out 
fishing is being able to pull in your 
catch and then enjoy it almost 
immediately for lunch or dinner. 
Fish and other creatures of the sea 
can be delicious on their own or 
enjoyed as part of larger meals.

Lump crab cakes are a delicacy 
often enjoyed at seafood and steak 
restaurants across the country, but 
they easily can be made at home 
with a few ingredients. Enjoy this 
recipe for "Grilled Gulf Lump 
Crab Cake," courtesy of Alabama 
Gulf Seafood and Chefs Greg and 
Lindsey Kilgore of Black Rock 
Bistro.

Grilled Gulf Lump Crab Cake
Makes one large crab cake or two 
smaller ones

1 pound Gulf lump crabmeat, 
picked

⅓ cup red bell pepper, diced small

Juice and zest of one lemon

1 scallion, thinly sliced

Aioli or mayo, just enough to com-
bine

1 pinch Old Bay seasoning

Couple dashes of hot sauce (Louisi-
ana or Cholula)

Salt and pepper to taste
1. Place all ingredients in metal ring, 
or loosely form into a patty. Place in 
hot cast iron.

2. Flip once until browned on both 
sides. Serve immediately. Garnish 
with grilled lemon and either tartar 
or remoulade.

Tip: For a fall or winter meal, serve 
crab cake on a bed of mashed pota-
toes and parsnip or carrot puree.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Grilled Gulf Lump Crab Cake
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Ah, October … one of my favorite 
months to fish. We finally get some 
cooler weather and all the fish are fill-
ing up on the end of the warm season’s 
bounty. It also seems that more than 
half the summertime crowds vacate our 
waterways for different activities. Need 
I say more?

Shrimping should still be at its peak this 
month with the number-to-size ratio 
being the best before catering towards 
size as their numbers dwindle into 
December. I have had some great days 
in November and December, but that’s 
never a sure thing so make sure you 
stock up while you can. 

At the same time all the fish that have 
been eating shrimp all summer will be 
stocking up on the last of the shrimp 
too, especially the stripers. They’ve 

grown a lot from the beginning of 
summer and with the water tem-
peratures cooling they will be different 
animals. Look for them around their 
usual haunts such as bridges and deeper 
docks. 

Further down river, past downtown, the 
bull redfish congregate on the deep-
dredged channel edges to spawn this 
time of year. While it’s a much more 
consistent fishery there, we do have 
some bull reds push into our part of the 
river occasionally, so if you’re feeling 
lucky it might be worth looking around 
a bit and soaking some crab or mullet 
on a few of our drop offs and ledges. 

Mullet should still be moving through 
in the river and along the beaches. They 
give us such great opportunities to 
target some larger fish like tarpon and 

jacks really close to shore. If nothing 
else, it’s still a spectacle when the stars 
align and you happen to be in the right 
place at the right time.

Transitioning to the surf, I can’t forget 
the pompano and whiting fishing that is 
really good this month. As I’ve stressed 
before, when surf fishing you can’t be 
too tied to a certain spot, but rather 

certain conditions. Try to find the clean 
water first then find your troughs and 
runouts. It will be much more worth 
your time. Sand fleas, clam, and fresh 
shrimp got you covered for the whit-
ing and pompano. Throw a mullet out 
there too if you’re looking for some-
thing bigger and remember, it doesn’t 
have to be far. Good luck, stay safe, and 
tight lines.
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Exploring the Salt of the EarthTravelTravel
You may not consider a salt mine an 
exciting site, but I'll swear otherwise. 
Here are four extraordinary salt mines 
open to visitors. 

Wieliczka Salt Mine near Krakow, 
Poland, earned one of the 12 spots on 
the very first UNESCO World Heritage 
list. Its operations date back to the 13th 
century, making it one of the most his-
toric and famous salt mines. The mine 
reaches so deep the Eiffel Tower could 
easily fit. The complex sprawls over nine 
levels, but tourists descend only three 
levels. 

Tours begin with a walk down 380 stairs 
to the first level, about 210 feet under-
ground. They cover nearly two miles on 
winding passageways and 800 stairs, but 
an elevator lifts you back to the surface. 

Everything, including the tunnel walls, 
floors, sculptures, and crystal decora-
tions, is salt, except for the wooden sup-
ports. You see dull gray chambers where 

salt sculptures tell stories: some histori-
cal, religious, or quirky, like gnomes. 
One room contains figures depicting the 
legend of St. Kinga.  

Centuries ago, working underground 
wasn't always safe, so the miners created 
chapels for prayer. The stunning Chapel 
of St. Kinga includes chandeliers that 
look like glass, but are giant rock salt 
crystals that have been dissolved and 
reconstructed. Three men worked more 
than 30 years to create this immense 
sanctuary, removing approximately 
20,000 tons of salt. 

The salt mine is free from bacteria, 
viruses, and pollutants and provides 
health benefits. Many visit the private 
spa and wellness facilities for therapeutic 
purposes. 

Hallstatt, Austria Salt Mine: Many 
years ago, I visited the cliffside village of 
Hallstatt, in the heart of the Alps. Visi-
tors ride a steep funicular to the mine 

entrance perched high on a 
mountain overlooking the 
tiny lakeside hamlet. Before 
entering, guests don denim 
jumpsuits and sit down 
to ride the miner's slide 
to lower depths — a big 
surprise, but great fun. 

Salt mining in Hallstatt 
dates back more than 7,000 
years, making it one of the 
oldest salt mining sites in 
the world. Guided tours 
include the underground 
salt lake. Tourists straddle a 

bench attached to a small train to return 
to the surface. The Hallstatt salt mines 
offer visitors a glimpse into the area's 
history, natural scenic beauty, and one of 
the most breathtaking Austrian villages. 

While in Bogota, Columbia, I visited 
the Salt Cathedral of Zipaquirá, one of 
Colombia's most famous and unique 
attractions. This remarkable cathedral 
lies within a former salt mine. The min-
ers built the first chapel in the 1930s 
and dedicated it to the patron saint of 
miners. Over time, workers expanded 
the chambers, creating a serene place 
of worship, like a traditional Roman 
Catholic church with a dome, nave, and 
stations of the cross. 

Visitors gradually descend a dark, 
downward-sloping walkway before the 
sanctuary opens and leads to chambers 
displaying artistic sculptures and color-
ful illumination. The cathedral, a fusion 
of art, religion, and geology, serves as 
a religious site and tourist attraction. 
Thousands of pilgrims and visitors come 
to reflect and pray, especially during the 
Holy Week before Easter.

The only salt mine in the U.S. open 
to the public is Strataca, located in 
Hutchinson, Kansas. The sprawling salt 
mine rests within one of the world's 
largest rock salt deposits. A long, 90-sec-
ond elevator ride transports you down 
650 feet to the former work area. Don't 
worry about getting claustrophobic; 
visitors enter a wide-open space after the 
elevator ride.  

Self-guided displays and video stations 
explain the mining techniques since 
the 1923 opening. Two trains give rides 
through the mine's older, more confined 
areas. The driver narrates, speaking 
about the challenges of working under-
ground. The dry air creates an excellent 
underground storage facility. The movie 
industry sends many films, props, and 
costumes for safeguarding, seen on tour. 
Although Strataca doesn't quite measure 
up to the more artistic mines, it's still 
fascinating.

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.
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