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Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum & Historical Society
Mandarin Museum will host its annual Winter
Celebration on Saturday, Dec. 2 from Tla.m. - 4 p.m.

Winter
Celebration
continues
22 year
tradition

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Mandarin Museum will host its
annual Winter Celebration on
Saturday, Dec. 2 from 11la.m. — 4
p-m. throughout the museum and
Walter Jones Historical Park located
at 11964 Mandarin Road. This free
community event includes fun for
the entire family.

As in years past, all historic build-
ings in Walter Jones Historical Park
will be open to visitors, and guests
will notice festive décor adorning
the 1875 Farmhouse courtesy of
the Mandarin Garden Club. The
day also promises a visit and photo
opportunity with Santa and Mrs.

Winter Celebration cont. on pg. 6

page 5
Q&A with
Michael Boylan

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Since 1988, the Julington Creek Prop
Club has presented the Julington Creek
Boat Parade of Lights for everyone to
come out and enjoy. This year’s event
will take place on Saturday, Dec. 2 be-
ginning at 7 p.m. The highly anticipated
night is for all families to gather and
enjoy the beauty of color, lights, and
sounds of the season along Julington

Creek.

This festive annual event has an esti-
mated 40 boats of all shapes, sizes, and
themes participating in the event. Boats
decked out in all their holiday finery
navigate the parade route, which begins
at the Julington Creek Marina, goes
underneath the Julington Creek Bridge
and motors around Bulls Bay, then
returns under the bridge and continues
down Durbin Creek. Spectators can

view it from the Julington Creek Bridge
walkways.

Homeowners with docks located on the
parade route are invited to join in the
fun too. Decorated docks can vie for a
variety of prizes. Tradition holds that
the boaters judge the docks. The best
holiday decorated boat gets a $300 cash
prize, while second place gets $200 and
third place $100. All boaters participat-
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Puzzles

ing will also receive a Captain’s Gift

Bag. Prizes are also awarded for “Best

Dock” along the parade route.

“The people along the shores of the

creek put on quite a show for us every

year,” said Julington Creek Prop Club
Commodore Rob Ponik.

MANDARIN
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We invite you to celebrate the joy of the
season as we gather to remember the
true story of Christmas

refreshments at 6:30pm
December 10th | 7pm

7pm, 9pm
FAMILY CELEBRATION
WITH LIVE NATIVITY

Visit mandarinpres.com/christmas for more deta

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
December 24th | 10am, 4:30pm,

December 24th | 4:30pm

Photos courtesy Julington Creek Prop Club

According to Ponik, there is a great deal
of planning and organizational prep
work done before the boat parade. In
October each year, the Prop Club starts
contacting boaters, area merchants and
residents gathering donations for the
event. Some of the boats participating
in the parade are Prop Club members
and others come from all over the area.
Boats range in size from 17 to 40 feet in

length.

“Annual dues provide some of the funds
for the Julington Creek Boat Parade of
Lights, but we depend and appreciate
many local business’ and waterfront
owners contributions as well,” said Pon-
ik. “We look forward to seeing everyone
at the boat parade.”

The Prop Club is a social organiza-
tion of boaters that meets on the
second Saturday of each month at
5:30 p.m. at the Julington Creek Ma-
rina dock. All interested boaters are
invited to join for boating informa-
tion and fun at the creek. Visit www.
jepropclub.com for more informa-
tion.
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Call or visit us online today!
www.BlueCrabCrabhouse.com [9704]

an
$1 5
Glft Card for FREE'

Serving Maryland inspired dishes in Jacksonwlle since 1996!

Come see for yourself what makes us the premier Crabhouse in N.E. Florida
On Julington Creek Road - Off San Jose Blvd

FULL BAR < HEATED PATIO - PRIVATE DINING ROOM
RESERVATIONS « ONLINE ORDERING « WEEKLY SPECIALS

a $5 Glft Card

260-2722

IN MANDARIN
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Whether it's exceptional dining in
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Mandarin | (904) 584-9806

EXPLORE LUXURY SENIOR LIVING

N

our signature

eateries, engaging events, or personalized
care you're seeking, our luxury senior living

community allows you to thrive.

This is HarborChase. Come celebrate with us.

SCANTO
EXPERIENCE
HARBORCHASE

Library offers plethora of activities

By Jeremy Yates

mail@floridanewsline.com

Looking for things to do this winter
break? Join us at Mandarin Branch Li-
brary on Saturday, Dec. 2 at 10 a.m. for
a morning of winter and holiday crafts
(for children aged five to 12). Then, on
Saturday, Dec. 16 at 11 a.m., bring the
whole family and decorate a ginger-
bread house. We provide the supplies
(one house per family); you provide the
imagination!

Looking for more family fun? The
Friends of the South Mandarin
Branch Library donated a massive
6167-piece Lord of the Rings-inspired
LEGO set and we need your help
building it. Drop in for a community
build Saturdays from 2 p.m. — 3:30
p.m. starting Dec. 23 (through Jan.
6). Open to adults, teens and chil-
dren.

Got a cozy holiday story you want

to share with the world? Join us for

a Writer’s Lab workshop with Mike
Messier at Mandarin Branch Library on
Saturday, Dec. 2 from 12 p.m. — 2 p.m.
He'll walk you through publishing fic-
tion and nonfiction on Kindle Vella and
Amazon KDP.

Make handcrafted greeting cards, post-

cards and more in our new Snail Mail
Lab (for ages nine to 12) Wednesdays at
4 p.m. at the South Mandarin Library
or Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. at the Man-
darin Library.

Pre-K friends and families: Join us for
holiday stories and a special holiday
drink at Mandarin Branch Library on
Thursday, Dec. 21 at 10:30 a.m. The
older kids (ages five to 12) are invited to
trivia, dancing, crafts and more Satur-
day, Dec. 30 from 11 a.m. — 12 p.m. for
an early New Year’s Eve Party.

Want more? For homeschoolers aged 10
— 14, we have Engineer Your Adventure
Lab at South Mandarin Library Fridays
at 11 a.m. (starting Dec. 8). It combines
the fun of a fantasy roleplaying game
with the problem-solving skills of an
engineer.

Read to a Therapy Dog at South
Mandarin Library Wednesdays from
2:30 p.m. — 3:30 p.m. Join Sammy, the
Golden Retriever, on Dec. 6 and 20.
Yona, the Newfoundland Dog, returns
Dec. 13 and 27. You can also catch
Yona Saturday, Dec. 23, at 2:30 p.m. at
Mandarin Library.

Visit www.jaxpubliclibrary.org/events
for more information.

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Library

There's plenty to do over the winter break at your Mandarin Libraries!

Bolles launches Empower Hour Program

Photo courtesy Bolles

This fall, the Bartram Learning Resource Center on the Bolles Middle School Bar-
tram Campus launched Empower Hour — a program that provides students with
dedicated time to improve their executive functioning skills. Led by middle school
learning specialist Janice Rausch, each monthly Empower Hour session is an ener-
getic, interactive time of learning, giving all who attend the opportunity to develop
independence, share resources, make new friends and experience growth. The first
two Empower Hours held this school year covered organization and notetaking, and
those who attended received custom-created Doodle Notes pages with information
reinforcing the lessons. Students also had the opportunity to ask questions and get
clarification before putting their newly fortified skills into practice.
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Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Last month's Mystery Photo was the gazebo at Billard Park.
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Boat rides on Julington Creek and hunting

We thought it was a cute and funny name for

Best Furry Friend
of the month

Breed:
Labrador Retriever
Favorite Activity:

with dad
Favorite Food:
Fresh Market's rotisserie chicken
Favorite Friend:
Tasha
How Did Your BFF Get Her Name?:

abird dog!

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.
Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!

Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

Don't miss our January issue
Featuring our Health and Wellness Guide!
Deadline 12/18/23
Call Linda Gay today to reserve your space!
904.607.5062

~

Holiday Gift Guide
in this issue!
Page 6-7
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 1:30
p.m. at Mandarin Park (now known as Hazouri
Park). The courts are at the park entrance next to
the tennis courts. Try to get there a few minutes
early for court assignments. Beginners are wel-
come. Just show up (a few minutes before playing
time), unless it rains.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every
Saturday, except on holiday weekends, at 7:30
am. at Mandarin Lutheran Church, 11900 San Jose
Boulevard. Guests are welcome. The meetings
can also be attended online at https://toastofjax.
toastmastersclubs.org/.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the second
and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.in the
Kids' Building of Trinity Mandarin, located at 2955
Orange Picker Road. This jam is open to everyone
and all levels of ability are welcome. Come to play
with the group or just sit back and enjoy the mu-
sic. For more information, contact Burt Coulliette at
(904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday from
10 am. - 12 p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit Company,
1627 Race Track Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s
Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or email playing-
hookie2022@gmail.com for more information.
]st: Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
with special guest Mayor Donna Deegan
will be held on Dec. 1beginning at 5 p.m. at the
Mandarin Community Club, 12447 Mandarin Road.

Visit www.mandarincommunityclub.org for more
information.

2nd: Winter Celebration will be held

from 11.am. - 4 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 2
at Mandarin Museum and Walter Jones Historical
Park, 11964 Mandarin Road. This free event will fea-
ture Santa and Mrs. Claus, children’s crafts, historic
building tours, local nonprofits, live music, pony
rides, and more. Visit www.mandarinmuseum.org
for more information,

3rd Christmas Concert with Hanging

of the Greens will be held at Mandarin
United Methodist Church, 11270 San Jose Blvd. on
Dec. 3 at 4 p.m. Enjoy music of the season and
decorating the two 12-foot Christmas trees in the
church. Visit www.mumc.net for more information.
3rd: Music Under the Oaks community

music jam, hosted by the Mandarin

Museum & Historical Society and North Florida
Folk Network will resume underneath the beautiful
trees in front of Mandarin Museum on Sunday, Dec.
3from 2 p.m. - 4 pm. Bring a chair or blanket and
relax and listen. Mandarin Museum and the 1898
Schoolhouse will be open to visitors. Visit www.

mandarinmuseum.org or call (904) 268-0784 for
more information.

5th: Honeybee Quilters Guild wil
meet on Tuesday, Dec. 5 at 6:30 p.m. at
Mandarin Preshyterian Church at the Mandarin
Road Campus in the Woody Room (left-side far
door) at 11844 Mandarin Rd. Join us for our Holiday
Party, $15 for the catered meal. Wearing masks
is optional. New members/guests welcome, Visit
honeybeequilters.org for more information.
7th: 33rd annual Tree of Life and
Candlelight Services of Remembrance,
hosted by Community Hospice & Palliative Care,
will be held at the Earl B. Hadlow Center for Caring,
4266 Sunbeam Road, on Dec. 7 from 5:45 pm. - 7
p.m. This service will honor the memory of loved
ones lost in a beautiful, inspiring program of music
and reflection. Attendees are invited to bring a
photo of their loved one to display on the memory
table. Regardless of whether they received care
from Community Hospice, anyone in the com-
munity who has experienced a loss can honor
their loved one. Visit tol.communityhospice.com for

more information
9th: Second Saturday Arts and Farm-

ers Market at First Christian Church,
11924 San Jose Blvd. on Dec. 9 from 9 am. -1p.m.
Visit wwwi.facebook.com/SecondSatMarket/ for
more information,

9
7 swmiles by

GLENOS &« HADGIS
ORTHODONTISTS

Dr. Jimmy Glenos

Dr. Craig Hadgis

TWO STATE-OF-THE-ART LOCATIONS

Free Initial Visit

ecoceoe
904.79.SMILE (797.6453)

smilesbyGHortho.com

LOCAL
FAVORITES

THE OFFICIAL
COMMUNITY'S!

AWARDS

WINNER

gth: Journey Through Bethlehem, will
be held from 4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. on Dec.
9 at Mandarin United Methodist Church, 11270 San
Jose Blvd, in Wesley Hall. Take a journey through
the town of Bethlehem around the church campus
and see sights and places in the town that Jesus
was born. Refreshments served at the end of your
journey. Visit www.mumc.net for more information.
gth: The Southern Genealogist's
Exchange Society will meet Saturday,
Dec. 9 at 10 a.m. for a Holiday Social, election of
board members, and “Ancestor Road Show" at
Mandarin Branch Library, 3330 Kori Road. Email
Georgia at gpmurano@bellsouth.net or SGES at
sgesjax@att.net if you wish to share your ancestor

story. This event is free and open to the public. Visit
www.sgesjax.org or call (904) 778-1000 for more

information.
gth: Southside Multiple Sclerosis group
meets on the second Saturday of each
month (this month on Dec. 9) at 2 p.m. at the JCA,
8505 San Jose Blvd. Every other month there is a
speaker and on alternate months there are group
discussions on the current situation with our MS.
Call group leader Susan Armstron, (904) 396-1082

for more information.
] Oth - Tith: “He Is," a spiritual
Christmas concert benefiting American
Civility Association, Kairos Outside, Netsanet
Ministries, North Florida School of Special Educa-
tion, and Young Lives, will be presented at 7 p.m.
on Dec. 10 and Dec. 11 at San Jose Church of Christ,
6233 San Jose Blvd. Visit www.northfloridaschool.
org to reserve a seat.

]]th:Parent Support Group with
Licensed Mental Health Counselor Pattie
Pallay will be held the second Monday of each
month (this month, Dec. 11) at 6 p.m. in the Youth
Hut of Lakewood Presbyterian Church, 2001 Uni-
versity Blvd. This group is for parents with children
of all ages (birth - adult) who are seeking support
with children who are neurodivergent, have physi-
cal disabilities, are struggling with mental illness
or just daily life. There is no charge to attend; visit
www.lpcjax.org/calendar to register.

ngiinjMandarin

] 4th:Mandarin Women's Club's

Members Only Holiday Luncheon will
be held on Dec. 14 beginning at 10:30 a.m. at the
Ramada Inn Mandarin. The luncheon will feature
festive holiday items donated by club members
and available to win with the purchase of tickets,
which will be sold at the luncheon and will cost
$10 for a strip of 25 tickets. Attendees will have a
chance to win homemade goodies, wine, holiday
decorations, jewelry, scarves, and many other
great items. The cost of the lunch is $25 and res-
ervations and payment must be received by Dec.
7 by calling Jo-Ellen at (904) 635-8722 or emailing
her at joshifty@aol.com. Visit www.mandarinwom-
ensclub.com for more information and member-
ship forms.

] 5th:The Italian American Club

of Jacksonville will hold its popular
Spaghetti to Go on Friday, Dec. 15 from 5 p.m. until
the spaghetti is gone at the club building, 2838
Westberry Road. Take out only; cash, credit and
debit cards are accepted. No phone orders. Visit
www.iacofjacksonville.com or call (904) 586-2700
for more information.

] 7|;h *A Service of Hope and Remem-
brance, for those going through a diffi-
cult time during the Christmas season, will be held
at 6 p.m. on Dec. 17 at Mandarin United Methodist
Church, 11270 San Jose Blvd,, in Wesley Hall. Visit
www.mumc.net for more information.

] 8th *The All Star Quilters Guild will
meet at 9:30 am. for socializing prior

to the 10 am. meeting on Monday, Dec. 18 at

First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. The

program will be a holiday festival called “Florida

Follies." Sew and Tell is always a feature. Guests

are welcome. Visit wwwi.allstarquilters.org for more

information.

2] St:After the Party's Over (the Fate of

your Holiday Plants) will be presented
at10 am. on Dec. 21 at the Mandarin Garden Club,
2892 Loretto Road. The public is invited to this free
event. Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org for more
information.

Give your brain what it needs
S0 you can hear hetter

Introducing Oticon More™ a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better

speech understanding with less effort and the ability

SN At

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Owner

Call 904-262-5550 Today!

You're invited to try
Oticon More R/SK FREE

STAVERMAN

HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

to remember more.

Come in and bring a
loved one to receive:

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com

12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710




with Duval County School Board Member
Lori Hershey, District 7

Q: Can you share any insight on
the joint meeting of the Duval
County School Board and the
Jacksonville City Council held
on Nov. 132

A: The major focus of this meet-
ing was school safety and security
as well as how the city supports
students’ after school programs,
especially via the Kids’ Hope Alli-

ance and the Boys and Girls Club.

There was also a conversation
about literacy, which is a focus

of both the school board and the
mayor’s office. The school district
also provided an update on the
superintendent search, which has
been postponed until spring.

Q: How often do these joint
meetings occur?

A: We try to meet annually, but
this year, this is actually the
second joint meeting. I under-
stand there is a desire by the city
council leadership to continue

to have these meetings with the
school board to continue to foster
partnerships

Q: Were there students repre-
sented at the meeting?

A: At the beginning of the meet-
ing, we were pleased to listen to
a musical interlude by orchestra
students from Douglas Anderson

School of the Arts. Then, at the
conclusion of the meeting, San-
dalwood’s Culinary Arts program
students provided lunch for the
attendees. Both of these help
showcase the CTE (Career and
Technical Education) provided by
Duval County Schools.

Q: Do you have anything else to
share with District 7?

A: Greenscape will be planting

20 trees at Crown Point Elemen-
tary School on Saturday, Dec. 9
from 10 a.m. — 12 p.m. Students,
faculty and community volunteers
will plant trees to provide much
needed shade for the playground
and surrounding area. Greenscape
will also provide books for stu-
dents that will detail the benefits
of trees. We hope you can join us!

Congratulations to the Mandarin
High School Mustangs — with
their win over Lake Mary, they
earned a place in the third round
of the state football playoffs.

I'd like to wish everyone a very
happy and healthy holiday season!

Q: How can our readers contact
you?

A: They can email me at Her-
sheyL@duvalschools.org or call me
at (904) 390-2375.
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GIRO RIDE LIKE A PRO USA

.M RAGAZZI FUN RIDE & GRAN FONDO E
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January 13-14, 2024

Gear Up for the Ultimate Cycling Weekend
St. Augustine, Florida

Experience the thrill of cycling as we bring
the passion of Italy to the heart of Florida!

Join us for the US debut of the Giro d'talia Ride Like a Pro
cycling event. Get ready to pedal your way through the
World Golf Village and rural St. Augustine. Italian-themed
festivities and cuisine for an authentic experience at the
Tour of Italy Health & Fitness Expo Village and the Food
Truck Piazza. Two days of exciting cycling action with
friends, family, and fellow cyclists.

SATURDAY, January 13th - Ragazzi Fun Ride: No matter
your skill level, there’s a ride for you! Family-friendly
atmosphere for riders of all ages. Embrace the Italian spirit
and ride with us.

SUNDAY, January 14th — Gran Fondo Race: Push your
limits in this world-class Gran Fondo competition.
Experience the thrill of racing like a pro!

Plenty of prizes, awards, and memories to last a lifetime.
Register now to secure your spot at the Giro Ride Like a
Pro Cycling Event and be part of

the Italian cycling magic!

SIGN UP TODAY!

To join us on {he ride sign up by using the
QR code' or at Glromdel.lkeAPrp USA.com

mfo@GlroRldeleéAPro-USA com | 352-637-2475
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with Jacksonville City Council Member
Michael Boylan, District 6

Q: What is the latest on the County
Dock property?

A: As I understand it, conversations
between the applicant and neighbors
are ongoing and there hasn’t yet been a
revised application submitted. If one is
submitted soon, it would go before the
Planning Commission on Dec. 5.

Q: Can you share any insight on the
new Marine Fire Station?

A: Marine Fire Station No. 68 will

be located at 10562 Scott Mill Road.
About two months ago, the City Coun-
cil and the Mayor’s Office approved the
purchase of this land, so the city now
owns it. Jacksonville Fire and Rescue
has needed a marine station in this part
of the city for a long time, especially
near the Buckman Bridge. This property
proved to be the most cost effective, as
it already has a dock to accommodate
the unit’s boat and the existing home on
the property can be used. The property
is presently undergoing the rezoning
process and the only proposed changes
to the existing home will be to accom-
modate the wishes of the immediate
neighbors. There will be no emergency
vehicles at the property and no more
than five or six JFRD personnel onsite
during their shift.

Q: Are there any updates on the Or-
ange Picker Road realignment/Alberts
Field parking/dog park project?

A: With much effort and encourage-
ment from our office, all plans and
permits for this project have been ap-
proved. I recently learned from Coxwell
Contracting that beginning on Nov. 20,
crews will start Phase I as they begin to
move water systems and complete drain-
age and the pond. This should last until
approximately March 4, 2024, when
Phase II will begin. This will involve

the full detour of Orange Picker Road
to allow for construction of the new
intersection and will take until approxi-
mately May 6, 2024. Finally, Phase III,
which includes the construction of the
Alberts Field parking lot, is projected to
take place in May and June 2024. T will
follow up with Parks and Recreation to
confirm that this phase also includes the
dog park. It’s important to keep in mind
that all dates are projected at this time.

Q: Do you have anything else to share
with Mandarin readers?

A: IQ Fiber has completed approxi-
mately half of their installation in the
Mandarin area. This is ongoing and will
continue into next year.

Also, I'd like to wish everyone a Happy
Holiday Season!

Q: What is the best way for our read-

ers to contact you?

A: Community members can email me
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
52006.

SALT ROOM CHILDREN 10
AND UNDER FREE WITH A PARENT

COMBINING BODY, MIND, SPIRIT AND SCIENCE
TO HELP YOU ACHIEVE PEAK PERFORMANCE
AND REACH HIGHER STATES OF HEALTH,
CONSCIOUSNESS AND SELF-ACTUALIIZATION.

ALSO OFFERING:
LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE
ENERGY WORK & REIKI

OWNERS & PRACTITIONERS
COOKIE LiLry
DEMARZIANI CASTRO

VISIT US
ONLINE!

EESYSTEM™
TREATMENT BENEFITS:

PAIN RELIEF
CHRONIC DISEASE
ANXIETY RELIEF
SEIZURE REDUCTION
TRAUMA RELIEF
IMPROVED VISION
BETTER SLEEP
MORE ENERGY

GREATER
COGNITION
& MUCH MORE

12276 SAN Jose BLvD
Suite 713
JACKSONVILLE

904.323.4411

LIFEFORCEENERGYWELLNESSCENTER (0{0),71
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Choose your Nutcracker

By Martie Thompson A

editor@floridanewsline.com

“The Nutcracker” is be-
lieved by many to be a
time-honored holiday tradi-
tion. In Northeast Florida,
the tradition continues
with five productions of
the ballet this December.
Since each performance is
unique, following is a guide
highlighting the dates,
times and locations of each
to help you choose “your”
Nutcracker.

Community Nutcracker

Dec. 8 at 7:30 p.m.

Dec. 9 at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Florida Theatre

www.jaxnutcracker.org

Artistic Directors Dulce Anaya, Debra
Rankin and Mark Spivak continue this

holiday tradition which began in 1992.

Community Nutcracker is the only
nonprofit, volunteer-run organization
that offers a portion of its proceeds

to local charitable agencies with each
performance — and has donated more

Graphic courtesy MetroCreative

» than $800,000 in the past
32 years. The perform-
ing company is made up
of local talent with more
than 200 dancers ranging
in age from nine to adult
from Northeast Florida
auditioning and perform-
ing in the production. In
an effort to promote the
arts in schools, Commu-
nity Nutcracker also offers
matinee performances for
school groups as well as a
Community Service Night (invitation
only).!

Christ Church Nutcracker Ballet
Dec. 9 at 6 p.m.

Lazzara Theater, UNF Fine Arts De-
partment
www.missfeliciasdance.com

This year marks the 28th performance
of the Christ Church Nutcracker
Ballet, directed by Felicia Rhoden of
the Christ Church Dance Ministry as
well as owner of Miss Felicia’s Dance.
Nearly 300 performers, aged two to 90
years old, will take the stage.

WALK THROUGH

L IVE=_
Nafivity

DECEMBER 8 & 9

!

5:30-8:30pm

CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR

12236 MANDARIN ROAD
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32223
904-268-9457 ¢« www.OurSaviourJax.org

Jacksonville Symphony’s First Coast
Nutcracker

Dec. 15 at 8 p.m.

Dec. 16 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Dec. 17 at 2 p.m.

Jacksonville Center for the Performing
Arts
www.jaxsymphony.org/first-coast-
nutcracker/

Jacksonville Symphony’s First Coast
Nutcracker has been a tradition in
North Florida for more than 50 years.
Under the direction of choreographer
and artistic director Rhonda Stampalia,
the First Coast Nutcracker showcases
internationally renowned principal
dancers, the area’s finest young dancers,
and Tchaikovsky’s best-loved melodies
performed by the Jacksonville Sympho-
ny with conductor Kevin Fitzgerald.

The Nutcracker 2022 by the Florida
Ballet

Dec. 15 at 7:30 p.m.

Dec. 16 at 4:30 p.m.Dec. 17 at 2 p.m.
Lazzara Theater, UNF Fine Arts Center
floridaballet.org

The Florida Ballet’s Nutcracker features
swirling snowflakes, waltzing flowers,
and dancing bonbons. From the capti-
vating dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy to
the iconic snow scene, this enchanting
classical ballet is set to the beloved mu-
sic of T'chaikovsky and features more
than 100 local dancers.

St. Augustine Ballet Nutcracker

Dec. 15 at 7 p.m.

Dec. 16 at 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Dec. 17 at 2 p.m.

Lewis Auditorium at Flagler College
www.saintaugustineballet.com

This year’s production of “The Nut-
cracker” marks the 15th annual per-
formance by the St. Augustine Ballet
and features professional ballet danc-
ers as well as dance students from St.
Augustine and surrounding areas. The
St. Augustine Ballet, under the artistic
direction of Luis Abella, is a non-profit
organization with a mission to involve
community members of all ages in
meaningful dance experiences.

Christmas

FANTASTIQUE

Dec. 20 at 7 p.m.

Dec. 21 at 7 p.m.

Lewis Auditorium at Flagler College
www.zoikasdance.com

This original production by Zoika’s
Dance tells the classic holiday story of
“The Nutcracker” through the language
of dance, featuring classical ballet, as
well as tap, hip hop, acro, and contem-
porary dance. Professional dancers join
young, local dancers on stage for the
holiday extravaganza.

All of these performances are designed
to enchant, enthrall, and bring families
and community members together for
the holiday season. Which one is right
for you?

Winter Celebration cont. from pg. 1

Claus, crafts and goodies for children,
“reindeer” rides, historical re-enactors,
local nonprofits, live music, “Ask a
Master Gardener,” Meet the Maple Leaf

Divers, and more.

The perfect Christmas gift — Mandarin
Frogs — will be available for purchase
in the museum’s shop. Mandarin’s own
Frogman will be on hand with paintable

concrete miniatures.

The day is part of a weekend of
festivities beginning with Mandarin
Community Club’s annual Christmas
tree lighting on Friday, Dec 1. The
historic Mandarin Store and Post
Office, located at 12471 Mandarin
Road, will be open for tours during
the tree-lighting event from 5 p.m. —
7 p.m.

’/\AMM Bide

St Johns
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd
(next to Publix)

Jax Beach

904.230.3242
wbu.com/jacksonville

904.246.6832

0

QUnlimited

Nature Shop

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)

wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

— — — — — — —

20% OFF
One Regularly
Priced Item

\

|
|
|
|
Valid in-store at the |
participating stores listed. |
Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird |
Food, Optics, Gift Card, DSC
Memberships or Sale Items, |
Exclusions Apply. |
Offer expires 12/31/23 I

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER  /

~_— e e e ——

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
wbu.com/staugustine
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Tasty tidbits about eggnog

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Eggnog is a rich and delicious beverage
that has become synonymous with the
most festive time of year. This milk-
and egg-based concoction is tasty on
its own, or it can be dressed up with
other flavors and spiked with a favorite
spirit when celebrating the holiday
season with other adult partygoers.

December is National Eggnog Month,
and Dec. 24 is National Eggnog Day.
There is no more perfect time of year
to learn everything you can about
eggnog — all the while sipping a cup
of this creamy concoction. Indulge in
these festive facts about the beverage,
courtesy of Mental Floss, The Fact Site
and Tastemade.

* Eggnog likely originated in the medi-
eval period and was known as "posset,"
a hot, milk-based drink made of spices
and wine. Even though posset could be
a cocktail, it also was used as a rem-
edy for colds and flu for its soothing
properties.

* Milk, eggs, and sherry used in the
early recipes were difficult to come

by, so when eggnog first appeared it
was a drink only the wealthy could
enjoy. That changed when eggnog was

Photo courtesy MetroCreative
Indulge in these festive facts about eggnog.

ST JOSEPH CATHOLIC

CHURCH FUNDRAISER

CHRISTMAS
TREES

We have hundreds of trecs
of a] iz

', & POINSETTIAS TOO!
10AM

Come see us af the corner of
Old St Augustine & Hood Landing

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT VATERLIZZI®GMAIL.COM OR 904-742-8777

popularized in the American colonies,
where dairy products and liquor were
more readily available.

* Etymologists believe "eggnog" stems
from the word "noggin," which refers
to small wooden mugs often used to
serve strong ale, known by the slang
word "nog."

* In the Medieval period, it was risky
to drink milk straight because it wasn't
pasteurized. Eggnog contained alcohol
so that it would kill off any harmful
bacteria in the milk.

* A typical homemade version of egg-
nog has roughly one egg per serving;
however, commercial eggnog is regu-
lated by the FDA and can only contain
1 percent of the product's final weight
in egg yolk solids. That stems from fear
of raw egg and salmonella.

* President George Washington appar-
ently enjoyed serving eggnog at Christ-
mas, and even had his own special
recipe, according to the Old Farmer's
Almanac.

* There is no right or wrong alcohol to
use when preparing eggnog. Distilled
spirits like rum, sherry, cognac, and
whiskey all have produced suitable

eggnogs.

* Puerto Rican coquito is a
traditional drink that is very
similar to eggnog.

* Individuals concerned about
eggs or milk in eggnog can en-
joy a vegan recipe made from
nut milk instead. Commer-
cially produced vegan eggnog
offerings are now more widely
available.

* One of the more notable
flavors in eggnog comes from
the use of nutmeg. Nutmeg
is a fragrant spice made from
grinding the seed of the nut-
meg tree.

PARISH BINGO
Bigo Nkt at . ot

LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50°S & DOOR PRIZES

DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM
4152 Loretto Road, Jacksonville, FL 32223
(At the Corner of Old St. Augustine & Loretto Road)

PLENTY OF LIGHTED PARKING & SECURITY ON PREMISES. GREAT FOOD, DRINKS & SNACKS.
NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAWS.

Lesser known Chanukah traditions

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Chanukah is a relatively modern holiday
in regard to the Hebrew calendar. Un-
like Yom Kippur or Passover, which are
steeped in rich traditions, there are few
Chanukah customs.

Chanukah celebrants still participate

in various customs each year, some of
which are customized according to fam-
ily preferences. While some traditions,
such as the lighting of the Chanukah
menorah, are familiar, others may not be
as widely known — especially to those
outside of the faith. Here's a look at a
select few.

* Saying the Shehecheyanu blessing:
Traditionally, there are two blessings that
some people say each night while light-
ing the candles. The first is recited while
holding the lit shamash, and the second
is said while lighting the candles. Anoth-
er blessing, known as the "Shehecheya-
nu," is said the first night. According to
18Doors, a resource on the Jewish faith,
it's the same blessing traditionally said
on the first night of all Jewish holidays

and other special occasions.

* Display or use of the shofar: A shofar

is a type of instrument made from a
ram's horn. It is a symbol of the ram that
Abraham offered as a sacrifice in place of
his son Isaac, exemplifying heroic faith
of the fathers of the Jewish people. The
shofar also serves as a reminder of the
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem,
and calls people to strive for Israel's
renewal and fellowship with God.

* Singing "Ma'oz Tzur": Chanukah

songs may not be as numerous or as
widely sung as Christmas carols dur-
ing the holiday season, but there are a
select few that are part of the festivities.
"Oh Chanukah Oh Chanukah" and
"The Dreidl Song" are some of the most
widely known songs, but some people
also follow the custom of singing "Ma'oz
Tzur (Rock of Ages)" around the meno-
rah. The words were composed in the
13th century, and the song summarizes
historical challenges faced by the Jewish
people that were overcome with God's

help.

* Use of oil in Chanukah feasts: It's well
known that latkes, or fried potato pan-
cakes, are served around Chanukah. The
reason is due to the oil used to fry them,
which traditionally is olive oil. Fried
foods call to mind a specific Chanukah
miracle. After the Greeks destroyed the
sanctuary and defiled what was thought
to be all of the oil, one jug sealed with
the imprint of the High Priest was
found. That one jug managed to keep
the Temple's menorah lit for eight days,
despite it being insufficient to handle
this task. This was considered a miracle
and celebrated in subsequent years.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

While some traditions, such as the lighting of the Chanu-
kah menorah, are familiar, others may not be as widely
known — especially to those outside of the faith.

Christmas at Mandarin «
*United Methodist Church

J Mandarin

Christmas Concert
with Hanging of the Greens
December 3 at 4pm Sanctuary

This year's event features our choirs and an orchestra
accompaniment. During this event the church is decorated.
Join‘us:as we celebrate all the sounds and exuberant joy of

the season.

Journey through Bethlehem

December 9" 4pm - 6:30pm

This event features a walk through Bethlehem during, Bible
times. Featuring an interactive journey through the
marketplace with tradesmen. Then visit the sheR/PIlerds,

wise men, stable with live animals and finally the
Join us at the end of your journey for refreshments:and
enjoy Christmas music performed by our choirs:

Christmas Eve Services
December 24t

anger.

Mf4pm Family Service — Worship Center

#6pm Candlelight — Sanctuary
22 8pm Communion & Candlelight — Sanctuary

b3 bf;\

112

_ Mandarin United Methodist Church \{/
0'San Jose Blvd. | Jacksonville, FL 32223 | 904-268
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Briefs

Knights of Columbus Council 10850
presents $2,000 to Divine Mercy House
On Oct. 3, the Knights of Columbus St.
Johns River Council 10850 at St.

Joseph’s Catholic Church presented

a $2,000 check to Amy Woodward,
Director of the Mandarin Divine Mercy
House. The proceeds came from Knights
of Columbus Spaghetti Dinner hosted
by the St. Johns River Council 10850.

Divine Mercy House is a Christian
maternity home for women aged 18
to 28 facing a crisis pregnancy, with
little to no help available to them, and
who courageously choose life for their
unborn babies. Open to women of all
faiths, Divine Mercy House provides a

loving and nurturing environment to
meet the physical, spiritual, emotional,
and educational needs of each mother
and her child. Since its inception in
1996, Divine Mercy House has served
more than 100 women, averaging six to
10 per year. Whether a woman decides
to parent or place the baby for adoption,
all expectant mothers in the residential
program receive holistic care and sup-
port throughout pregnancy and beyond.

Council 10850 in Jacksonville, Florida
is one of 17,000 Knights of Columbus
Councils that make up the world’s larg-
est Catholic fraternal service organiza-
tion. Founded in 1882 to assist work-
ing-class and immigrant Catholics in the
United States, today the approximately

“Hearing aids changed my life.
[ can hear my phone, the TV,
and have a real conversation.”

— Bruce E., Queens Harbour

specialize in hearing loss.

A Division of North Florida Surgeons

Jacksonville Hearing
& Balance Institute
At Center One

DECEMBER
HEARING AID DISCOUNT

Call for a free consultation
399.0350 or JHBI.org

At Jacksonville Hearing & Balance Institute, a medical-based practice,
Dr. Douglas Green and the JHBI expert team of board-certified Audiologists

J. Douglas Green, MD, FACS
Otology, Neurotology, Audiology | !
904.399.0350 * JHBI.org *I" -«r-—-‘-’mj

10475 Centurion Parkway N, Ste 303
Jacksonville, FL 32256

b

a\.'- ‘.\

“* Residential - """"y Owneg®

AFFORDABLE WATER

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

Perated

cOmmEICIaI '\ _smce 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

License #W-32

] 3760KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com

2 million members of the Knights put
their faith into action through a broad
range of charitable causes locally, nation-
ally and internationally with financial
contributions and hands-on service.
Catholic gentlemen can join the Knights
of Columbus now by visiting kofc.org/
join

Photo courtesy James Griffith

Grand Knight Steve Roadruck, Harry Kimball, Paul Belkot,
and Bill Napolitano presented the check to DMH Director
Amy Woodward.

Mandarin Women's Club celebrates the
season

Members of the Mandarin Women’s
Club will start off the holiday season
with a tour of St. Augustine on Dec. 1,
followed by two special dining experi-
ences on Dec. 8 and 16 at HarborChase.

Due to Christmas, the December mem-
bers only Holiday Luncheon will be on
the third Thursday of the month, Dec.
14, at the Ramada Inn in Mandarin,
3030 Hartley Road. The luncheon will
feature festive holiday items donated by
Club members and available to win with
the purchase of tickets. The tickets will
be sold at the luncheon and will cost
$10 for a strip of 25 tickets. Attendees
will have a chance to win homemade
goodies, wine, holiday decorations, jew-
elry, scarves, and many other items.

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reserva-
tions for the luncheon are required.

The luncheon cost is $25 and your
check must be received by Thursday,
Dec. 7. To make reservations and obtain
payment instructions, members should
contact Jo-Ellen Baxley. Visit www.
mandarinwomensclub.com for more
information on events, photos, and
membership forms.

Share a moving moment with a manatee
adoption

Searching for the perfect gift that not
only moves the heart, but also contrib-
utes to a great cause? Look no further

than Save the Manatee Club's Adopt-
A-Manatee® program. Adoptions offer

a unique opportunity for individuals to
symbolically adopt a real manatee and
support the protection and well-being of
these aquatic mammals.

Save the Manatee Club is an interna-
tional 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
dedicated to protecting imperiled mana-
tees and their aquatic habitat. For more
than four decades, the club has been at
the forefront of manatee conservation
efforts, working tirelessly to ensure the
survival and well-being of these gentle
giants.

Each adoption package includes a
personalized certificate of adoption, a
touching biography that shares the man-
atee's unique story, and a comprehensive
membership packet. One of the many
perks of adopting a manatee through
Save the Manatee Club is a subscription
to "The Manatee Zone." This quarterly
newsletter provides adoptive parents and
gift givers with the latest manatee news,
updates on each adoptable manatee,

and heartwarming stories about these
aquatic mammals.

Adoptions start at just $25 per year. For
a limited time, a free educational 2024
manatee wall calendar can be included
at any adoption level, making the
experience even more memorable. Visit
savethemanatee.org for more informa-
tion.

St. Andrews Society of Jacksonville to
hold garage sale in Fruit Cove

The St. Andrews Society of Jackson-
ville will hold a special garage sale on
Saturday, Dec. 9. Sale proceeds will

go to benefit the Society’s scholarship
program, which provides financial assis-
tance to dancers, musicians and students
or researchers of Scottish history and
culture. The garage sale will be held at
1392 Fruit Cove Forest Road, North in
Fruit Cove from 8 a.m. — 2 p.m.

“We'll have a variety of items from
household goods to books and collect-
ables along with some Scottish-themed
items,” said Ann Taylor, president of
the local society. “A bit of something for

everyone!”

Taylor said anyone interested in Scottish
heritage or culture is welcomed to join
the St. Andrews Society. Visit https://
jaxsaintandrews.org/ for more informa-
tion.

BRIAN E.
FLORO

D.M.D. P.A.

General & Family Dentistry

New Patient Special

*99

Exam, Digital X-Rays

: This offer is exclusive to self-pay g
:  patients and may not be used with any
H insurance program. g
i Must present coupon. Expires 12/31/2023

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San lose Blvd. » 268-0830

Brian E. Floro DMD, PA

General and Family Dentistry

(904)268-0830 » www.florodental.com

Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.
1705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 « Jacksonville, FL 32223

Exams and Cleanings ¢ Placing and Restoring Dental Implants
Extractions * Root Canals * Crowns and Bridges
Veneers and Teeth Whitening ¢ Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

Whitening for Life!

Contact the office for details. !
Must present coupon. Expires 12/31/2023 &«

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San Jose Blvd. ® 268-0830

inPackSonville
by Jacksonville Magazine

Brian E. Floro DMD
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Jeremiah Stanley was
born and raised in the
Ozark Mountains
area of southwest
Missouri and he

said he never
envisioned that

he would leave

this area where his
family had lived for
generations — until
he met a “young lady
from Fernandina Beach,
Florida, named Jenny”
when he was attending a
small, faith-based college in Okla-
homa City. They started dating and
were married in 2001. Jenny wanted
to return to northeast Florida, and so
after graduation they did. Jeremiah
had his undergraduate degree in
ministry, but worked at CitiBank in
Jacksonville as a way to pay his way
through seminary. He earned a Mas-
ter of Divinity from Liberty Univer-
sity and then a doctoral degree in
Pastoral Leadership from Southern
Seminary several years later. Today,
he is the new pastor of Trinity Man-
darin on Orange Picker Road. He
and Jenny have three teenage sons.

Q: Did you always know you
wanted to be a pastor?

A: Growing up, I was always con-
nected to a church environment. As
a teen, I felt a stirring in my heart to
help people, so when I went to col-
lege I pursued a degree in ministry. I
thought perhaps I'd go overseas and
help people.

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Jeremiah Stanley
Jeremiah Stanley and his family.

Q: What was your first job after
you earned your Master of Divinity
degree?

A: When I graduated, I was only 27. 1
put out resumes hoping to get a job at
a church, but they all wanted some-
one older and with more experience.
So I found a job as the dean of stu-
dents at Trinity Baptist College on the
Westside. I stayed there for 16 years
and by the time I left, I was the vice
president of Student Affairs. While
there, I earned my doctoral degree in
Pastoral Leadership to help prepare
me for a full time pastor role.

Q: How did you come to be the
pastor at Trinity Mandarin?

A: As our children got older, I felt
like it was a new season in my life.
This prompted me to apply to be the
pastor of Trinity Mandarin, which
is a new campus of Trinity Baptist.
The existing Mandarin church re-
cently had a revitalization effort and
extended an invitation to Trinity. So

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

this is my first foray into
leading a church.

Q: What is the
mission and vi-
sion of the revi-
talized Trinity

Mandarin?

A: We want
to help ev-
eryday people
discover an
extraordinary
life with God.
We are focusing
on growing our fam-
ily, student, and youth
ministries. Our average
Sunday attendance has grown to
more than 100 on Sundays and 22
percent of that is under the age of
18, so we are very excited about that.

Q: What is the most satisfying part
of your job and what is the most
challenging?

A: The most satisfying thing is
engaging the community. We have

a great team that is putting together
successful family events like Trick or
Trunk and our recent Block Party.
The biggest challenge is that since
the church is in the midst of a revi-
talization, many people in the com-
munity don’t know us yet. So we're
focusing on new and different things
as well as events for the younger
demographic.

Q: What do you like to do in your
spare time?

A: In a flashback to my midwest
roots, I enjoy hobby farming on the
weekends. We have 40 head of cattle
on a farm near Baldwin. In general

I just love to be outside. I also keep
busy with our children and their
sports and activities.
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From Our Clay Eye
Family to Yours
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The origins of
"The 12 Days of
Christmas’

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Christmas carols can be heard far and
wide from Thanksgiving weekend
through Christmas Day. “The 12 Days
of Christmas” is one of the most recog-
nizable carols, and for good reason, as
the popular song can trace its history
back several centuries. Researchers have
traced the earliest printed version of the
poem on which the song is based all the
way back to 1780. That's three years
before the signing of the Treaty of Paris,
which officially ended the American
Revolutionary War.

The song has long been suspected to
have been a way for Catholics in Britain
to teach their children the catechism, as
the 1700s was a controversial period for
Catholicism in the country; however,
no documentary evidence exists in sup-
port of that theory, and many historians
feel it is inaccurate. Others indicate
that, while 1780 is likely the first time
the poem was printed, the poem is
likely much older than that, with ori-
gins potentially in France or Scotland.

What is known is that the version
many people recognize today, namely
in song form, can be traced to the early
20th century, when English singer and
composer Frederic Austin first popular-
ized the melody for the song. Austin
performed that version of the song
beginning in 1905, and it was first
published in 1909.

904.272.2020

clayeye.com
Orange Park | Fleming Island
Riverside | Mandarin | Middleburg




Page 10| MandarW we December 2023

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN
1. Mimic 34. Spanish river 1. Inspiring 32. Records brain activity (abbr.)
4. Payroll firm 35. A princess can detect it 2. Put into a box 33. Car mechanics group
7. Perform in a play 36. Clouds of gas 3. Breathes out 37. Brought up to snuff
10. Opine: __ philosophical 41. A way to get through 4. Pacify 38.__ faire: Economic approach
11. Crony 45. Part of a book 5. Patriotic society for women 39. Phil __, former CIA
12. Political action committee 46. Southwestern US state 6. Fell down 40. Affixed
13. 1991 Wimbledon winner 47. Fields where rice is grown 7. Clothing 41. Period of adolescence
15. Affirmative 50. Area in Ghana 8. Dishwasher detergent brand 42. Substance
16. Exclamation of disgust 54. Sayings 9. Fqnner French republic 43. Danced . .
. . 13. Single lens reflex 44. Baked without its shell
19. Action of connecting 55. Involve deeply s . s
14. Men’s fashion accessory 47. Parts per billion (abbr.)
21. A way to calm 56. Compels to act . .
. . 17. Consumed 48. Satisfaction
23. Especially fine or decorative  57. “Ignore all rules” .
lothi ) 18. Marry 49. Balkans river
24 ¢ Ot]kuzig dl 59. Indoor entertainment space 20. __ up: intensifies 51. Christmas carols
- Walked proudly 60. Born of 22. Body of water 52. Partner to tonic
25. Group ofpeopleArelated 61. Back muscle 27. People of southern Benin 53. “The Godfather” character
through male hel.r . 62. Sea dweller 28. Decorate a cake with frosting Johnny
26. Supplemented with difficulty ~ 63. Tools that resemble an axe 29. Snag 58. Swiss river
27. Soft touch 64. Prefix denoting class or kind 31. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
30. Erases 65. Tooth caregiver
OB F2*O%*BX + 2wt AC LK N\ AR
DECK THE HALLS WORD SEARCH
D CWRCMEUHMWS SY CE CNMEAS
N GNRHYEWRNTINUH HUDTCGUPHP ANGEL B C 2 % P o X~ %k +
A LB EDALNSGU OMSBI RU HTGUOTBA S ggb'éa Determine the code ko reveal the answer!
L RS KBWPOBTDWDHTIIULTFNUIKTCL CHRISTMAS TREE
R I H CE CAROMNTISTETEI RWDUL DECORATE Solve the code to discover words related to holiday decorating.
A R A A UUTU DG ANUGOTTOTOTF F E DISPLAY Each number corresponds to a letter.
G RTRTFI KATITNLUDMNTDUDTITPB FIREPLACE (Hint: 18 =1)
N F N CUWDULTIYEWNAATENNIRUOT
HOLLY 16 18 25 23 26 4
A S AT A G F I A BTIKSMULAIKE U S INFLATABLE
G LS UO0OENWMHUPUHUBTGTTGUZPWW MANTEL
S EYNDOTIUDIULGTWRWS S Y LTIT M?EﬁggﬁgE
W IDETCGORATTETUTFTETMWTISTEA ATCHTHR STLETOE 8 24 25 7 4 26 23
D G L UHWR RTETA ATIHTCETDMMTTLTECTY.LL ORNAMENTS
Y H Y MULTIN NI CTIW RMHUPTIKATEON POINSETTIA
WM DP OTIWNSTETTTIA AMTENUORAH SANTA
0O EPWEGSTLBWRRTIWWDIKTUDTIIL oA 4 18 14 17 16 23
D CF AANGTETULYA ALU&PSTIDIKIKEL STAND
N Y L L OHOW RN AMENTSF WP E A STOCKINGS
I S T H G I L D EGNTI RTSNILMZPEB STRINGED LIGHTS
W NOSGNTIIKTCOTS SHT CGPYTISS WINDOW 1 11 26 24 16 17
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.

Community Marketplace
Call (904) 886-4919 for

" ~ ,1!!1211:::"':3."
AIR CONDITIONING ¢ PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL
RESIDENTIAL REMODELING
NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK

904-737-6337
WatsonConstructionGroup.com

advertising rates

Building Services: CBC1263291
HVAC: CAC1816040.

Plumbing: CFC057343
Electric: EC13010558

SNIP’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments

Paul Oklevitch

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.
FL-5456A - LICENSED & INSURED

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

Mandarin/St.Johns Elks
Lodge #2866

il e Good people having good times

- doing good things for others

ialor Residential,- -
o small =

4280 Oldfield Crossing Drive
Jacksonville, Fl 32223

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!
Catering to the needs of

the homeowner since 2002

Driveways -Walkways
+Pavers *Concrete Removal
+Patios +Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!
American Eagle

awn Care

NOW ACCEPTING

Phone- 904-268-4974 MEMBERS

Email- MSJ2866 @ outlook.com
Facebook- Elks Lodge Mandarin

We're looking for
Janitorial Service Team
Members - Specializing in

QUALITY SERVICES
LICENSED & INSURED

NoO CONTRACTS
FREE ESTIMATES

(904) 502-0891

medical office cleaning
- Part time, evenings: Monday-Friday
- Competitive pay: $15+/hr
» Must be able to lift 25 pounds
» Apply by calling 904-990-7299

www.theprocleaninglic.com

Christine M Franza

Licensed Insurance Agent
United Healthcare, Medicare Solutions

A Local Agent Providing
No Cost Expert Information

904-544-5480

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919




Dental Insurance -
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Covers 350 proce-
dures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan.
Get your free dental
info kit! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only
2.8 pounds. Free info
kit. Call 877-929-9587

VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espafiol

Aging Roof? New
Homeowner? Got
Storm Damage?
You need a local
expert provider
that proudly stands
behind their work.
Fast, free estimate.
Financing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage clean-
up & restoration: A
small amount of wa-
ter can lead to major
damage and mold

growth in your home.
Our trusted profes-
sionals do complete
repairs to protect
your family and your
home's value! Call
24/7: 1-888-872-2809

Prepare for power
outages today with
a GENERAC home
standby generator $0
Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free
Quote. Call before
the next power out-
age: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever! Le-
afFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection.
Schedule free Leaf-
Filter estimate today.
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty &
professional installs.
Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support

32086 & 32259

Job Finder:

Smiles by Glenos & Hadgis Orthodontists is hiring a new team member
to assist in providing the highest level of service in a fun fast paced
environment. Excellent relationship skills & practical experience in
supervision and training in Orthodontics a plus. 401K, Health Ins, paid
time off, retirement plans offered. Must be able to commute between

Westminster Woods Julington Creek is looking for Nurses for our 3p-11p
shift. Great wages along with shift differential and sign on bonus. Apply
online at https://westminstercommunitiesfl.org/

Small family owned retail jewelry store. Part time sales position, flexible
hours, previous experience is a plus. Bring a resume by Gold and Diamonds
Direct located in the Publix Plantation Plaza. 904-770-2790.

our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally,
super-fastinternet no
matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/
mo! Unlimited Data is
Here. Stream Video.
Bundle TV & Inter-
net. Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

Become a published
author. We want to
read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing
trusted since 1920.
Consultation, produc-
tion, promotion & dis-
tribution. Call for free
author's guide 1-877-
729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For
190 Channels +

$14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some re-
strictions apply. Pro-
mo Expires 1/31/24.
1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-in
tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service.
Now featuring our
free shower package
& $1600 off - limited
time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, Ameri-
ca's premier mobile
medical alert system.
Whether you're home
or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No
long term contracts!
Free brochure!

1-888-489-3936

Free high speed in-
ternet if qualified.
Govt. pgm for recipi-
ents of select pgms
incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pen-
sion, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal,
15 GB internet. An-
droid tablet free w/
one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping. Call
Maxsip Telecom!
1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Time-
share Cancella-
tion ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt & fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free info package &
learn how to get rid
of your timeshare!
Free consultations.

-

Mandarijl/@%m December 2023 | Page 11

REMODEL
YOUR BATHROOM.

YOUR WAY.
INAS LITTLE AS

ONE
DAY

CALL NOW
866.753.9521

PROTECT #~

SPECIAL
OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs’

*Add'l terms apply. Offer subject

to change and vary by dealer.
Ends 12/31/23.

WHAT MATTERS MOST

Whether you are home or away, protect what
matters most from unexpected power outages
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most local
MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo
for 12 mos Stream on
20 devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Are you a pet owner?
Do you want to get
up to 100% back on
vet bills? Physicians
Mutual Insurance

Company has pet
coverage that can
help! Call 1-844-774-
0206 to get a free
quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/ads

Diagnosed with
lung cancer & 65+7
You may qualify for
a substantial cash
award. No obligation!
We've recovered mil-
lions. Let us help! Call
24/7 1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof w/
the best looking &
longest lasting ma-
terial steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors

7-Year Extended
Warranty*
A $735 Value!

GENERAC
 —— |

available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer
up to 50% off install
+ Additional 10%
off install (military,
health & 1st respond-
ers.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as
one day. Limited time,
we're waiving all in-
stallation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply.
Subject to change
and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 12/31/23
Call 1-844-501-3208

Community Marketplace

The Treat overnight guests

to a morning treat

Pantry
Raiders

Entertaining for the holidays frequently involves
welcoming overnight guests. In these instances,
having breakfast and brunch foods on hand can
ensure that those spending the night will have
something tasty to eat when they rise in the
morning. Make-ahead foods, such as scones,
can be ideal because they are delicious at room
temperature, which means they can accommo-
date guests who are early risers as well as those
who prefer to sleep in. This recipe for "Lemon-
Ginger Scones" from "Simply Scratch" (Avery)
by Laurie McNamara produces refreshing flavor
in a buttery scone. Serve with tea or coffee and
guests will be in heaven.

Lemon-Ginger Scones
Makes 8 scones

V5 cup cold heavy cream

2 large eggs

1 tsp. lemon extract

Y2 tsp. pure vanilla extract

2 Y cups unbleached all-purpose flour, plus
more for dusting

3 tbsp. granulated sugar

1 thsp. baking powder

Y4 tsp. kosher salt

% cup (1 ¥2 sticks) ice-cold unsalted butter, cut
into cubes

Y cup finely diced candied ginger

2 tbsp. grated lemon zest

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Y4 cup powdered sugar

Preheat oven to 400 E Line a rimmed baking
sheet with a silicone baking mat or parchment

paper.

In a 2-cup liquid measuring cup, use a fork

to beat together the heavy cream, eggs, lemon
extract, and vanilla until combined. Chill until
ready to use.

In a large bowl, combine the flour, sugar,
baking powder, and salt. Drop in the ice-cold
butter and use a pastry cutter to cut the butter
into the flour mixture until it resembles coarse
wet sand.

Pour in the chilled cream mixture, ginger and
lemon zest and use a rubber spatula to stir until
just combined.

Turn the dough onto a lightly floured work
surface and knead it a few times before forming
it into a ball. With floured fingers, flatten it out
into a 1 ¥ -inch-thick round. Cut the round
into 8 equal-sized wedges and transfer them to

the prepared baking sheet.

Bake for 15 to 18 minutes, rotating the baking
sheet halfway through baking. Transfer the
baked scones to a wire rack to cool. Once the
scones have cooled, dust generously with pow-

dered sugar before serving. Y.

Serving St Johns,
Duval & Clay Since 1984

® Kitchen & Bath Remodels'..

® Drywall Repairs
© Tile Work

® Handyman Services __

Commercial & Residential

Licensed & Insured

DAVID KOROLUK
@ 904-510-6069

dkbuildingrenovations@gmail.com i

PAVERS GIINGIIETE & MIIHE

Tear Out and Replace
* Driveways * Walkways ¢ Patios
* Cool Deck & Slabs
* Pool Deck Remodel

Free Estimate

904-651-5593

Licensed, insured, bonded

BLACK FRIDAY SPECIALS
FEs T

-‘f'.!! Show Me Tree Service I8
Professional Tree Services
-Tree Removal
-Tree Trimming
-Stump Grinding
-Bush Hogging Services
Serving Jacksonville Florida Since 1990

Call today! 904-379-5843 Office

www.showmetreeservice.com

Llcensed & Insured

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Call for more info! (904) 886-4919
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TEN-TIME RECIPIENT
GOVERNOR’S GOLD SEAL AWARD

FOR EXCELLENCE IN LONG-TERM CARE

20000

Request The Best

When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care
following a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request the
best. During your stay, our #1 priority is to help you regain

your best quality of life and maximize your independence.

BES e Spacious therapy center
_. ______ _ ¢ Individualized treatment plans
'E?'-"':;S- L e Highly skilled, specialized therapists

¢ Green, lush campus

¢ Available 7 days a week

—

=
RIVER(GARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

E];"l'le Scan Code to Request

_-li'i‘_gl‘-{;' ‘tl'! RiverGarden.org
L--'

[=].% 904.886.8419

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Center for Innovation coming soon to Bolles

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Dr. Dana Fender and his wife Hope
signed a commitment on Oct. 30 to
match a $5 million gift from Frank
Sanchez to build the Center for Innova-
tion on the Bolles Upper School San
Jose Campus. The 47,000-square-foot,
three-story building marks the most
expansive construction undertaking on
the San Jose Campus property since the
building now known as Bolles Hall was
constructed as the San Jose Hotel in

1925.

Groundbreaking on the $26 million
building began in June 2022 with con-
struction expected to finish by spring
2024.

The $5 million donations from the
Fenders and Sanchez are the largest
single gifts to The Bolles School in

its history. The state-of-the-art struc-
ture will now be called the “Frank R.
Sanchez & Hope and Dana E. Fender
Center for Innovation” in honor of their
generosity.

“The Center for Innovation is an excit-
ing work of both art and engineering,
but like all campus structures, it exists
to support the learning that happens
within its footprint,” said Bolles Presi-

dent and Head of School Tyler Hodges.
“In this case, this means collaborative
hands-on learning, academic exploration
with inspirational faculty and the ability
for students to experiment and gain
practical experience as they work toward
their highest potential to serve our com-
munity and the world.”

The state-of-the-art structure is being
constructed on the San Jose Campus’
last prime development site adjacent to
Bolles Hall on a bluff overlooking the
St. Johns River. The building will house
Bolles’ science, math and technology
programs, as well as expansive areas for
advanced courses in robotics, computer
programming, information technology,
engineering and design. Designs for

the facility accommodate opportuni-
ties for new offerings and provide space
for collaboration and dialogue across
disciplines. The new academic areas will
deepen Bolles” curriculum and cultivate
the country’s next generation of innova-
tors, according to department leaders.

The Frank R. Sanchez & Hope and
Dana E. Fender Center for Innovation
is expected to be completed this spring
with students beginning classes upon
their return from spring break this
school year.

Crown Point celebrates Red Ribbon Week

By Mary Eyler
mail@floridanewsline.com

Crown Point Elementary School cel-

ebrated Red Ribbon Week during the

week of Oct. 23 through Oct. 30. Stu-
dents participated in different activities
to help facilitate learning through-

out the week. On Monday, students
dressed up as superhe-
roes to show that they
have the power to be
drug free. On Tuesday,
the students teamed up
against drugs and wore
their favorite sports team
shirts. On Wednesday,
students left the drugs in
the past and celebrated
by dressing up in their
favorite decades outfit.
Thursday was Neon Day,
when students wore
their brightest colored
clothing to show that
they are “too bright

for drugs.” On Friday,
pajama day, students
woke up drug-free and
arrived at school in their

Photo courtesy Mary Eyler X
Super Heros from Ginger Manning's first grade class during Red Ribbon Week.  pajamas.

" NemetzDental Associates
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Your New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223

Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210

Q AdultDentistry: (904) 886-4867

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

We offer
ta'r1‘r Pediatric Dentistry
73 Family Dentistry

<8
o

# Periodontics/ Prosthodontics |

& www.nemetzdental.com



Mandarin Garden Club benefits from
Eagle Scout prolect

S~
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Photo courtesy Joann Butler
Boy Scout Alex Brodie of Troop #321 completed his Eagle Scout project at the
Mandarin Garden Club in October. His project, which included the assistance of
fellow scouts, included installation of a new bulkhead, and painting and repairing
the Mandarin Garden Club sign. Also, a raised box planter was installed around
the sign. The Mandarin Garden Club is extremely happy and grateful with the final
product and all the efforts of the scouts.

Crown Point has Mad Scientists!

Photo courtesy Mary Eyler
On Oct. 31, Crown Point El-
ementary held its annual Mad
Scientist Day, where students
arrived at school dressed up as
mad scientists. The students
participated in performing
and observing educational
and exciting science activities
throughout the entire day. Pam
Adams and Debbie Bickles led
many of the activities, includ-
ing the hovering beach ball
and toilet paper experiments,
air cannons, and mentos and
coke explosions. Parents were
able to join their children in the
outside area during the day and
each family received a science
activity book and a goody bag
for participating. Pictured are Principal Bret Hartley with a group of Mad Scientists
from first grade.

Prudential Financial Planning

Andrew E. Laino .
@ Prudential

CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®

Financial Planner
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER"™

CA Insurance License #0E93910
844-954-8700
andrew.laino@prudential.com

Comprehensive Financial Planning

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the
marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.
1008115-00005-00 D5404

Thanks to all our wonderful Watson Realty customers,
it has been an awesome year.

I am offering a personal Comparative Market Analysis and a
discounted brokerage fee through January 31st, 2024.
Let's Talk!

Your local Mandarin Real Estate Specialist
A Mandarin resident for 23 years
and realtor for 16 years!

Wi
oy 3
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Watson Realty Corp.
12710 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223

904-312-1541 Cell
904-268-3300 Office

Christine Benham

www.CBenham.WatsonRealtyCorp.com
Realtor
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Former landfill to be converted to

recreation area

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

JTC Running, the founder and host
club of the Gate River Run, has an-
nounced an $85,000 donation to the
Jacksonville chapter of the Southern
Off-Road Bicycle Association (SORBA
Jax) for the construction of a 3.1-mile
(5K) running trail at Aterro Park at
4520 Sunbeam Road, the site of a
former landfill that operated from
1972 — 1986.

Now, nearly four decades later, the
Sunbeam Road Landfill is getting

a new life as a multi-use recreation
destination. SORBA Jax has signed
a lease with property owners Jeremy
Hill and John Thornton for ap-
proximately 100 acres that will be
converted into biking and running
trails with elevations rising to 65 feet.
One three-mile mountain bike trail
is complete, and another is planned.
Aterro Park plans other recreational
amenities at the site including a dog
park, market, pickleball courts, and
Airsoft facility.

The JTC Running Trail will be six
feet wide and made from compacted
crushed lime rock. The trail will
include both open and shaded areas
as well as three bridges. Trail planning
has begun, and clearing is expected

to take approximately six months to
complete.

JTC Running created the Jack-
sonville River Run in 1978, since
1993 named the Gate River Run;
all proceeds stay locally to fund
running programs and community
initiatives including the 30-mile
Emerald Trail, and Marathon High,
a program that challenges at-risk
teens to run a 13.1-mile half-mara-
thon. Visit jtcrunning.com for more
information.

SORBA Jax is a 501c3 nonprofit
organization, one of 47 chapters of
the Southern Off-Road Bicycle As-
sociation, and the local partner to the
International Mountain Bicycling As-
sociation. Visit sorbajax.org for more
information.

Photo courtesy JTC Running

Councilman Michael Boylan; Doug Alred, board member JTC Running; Doug Tillett, president JTC Running; Todd

Addicott, president SORBA Jax; Councilman Joe Carlucci
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Florida's Number 1

Youth Soccer Program
Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS & CAMPS NOW OPEN
Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations

www FIorldaEllteSA com
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WatsonConstructionGroup.com

Building Services: CBC1263291  Electric: EC13010558
HVAC: CAC1816040 * Plumbing: CFC057343

AIR CONDITIONING * PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL * RESIDENTIAL REMODELING
NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK

DON'T LEAVE
YOUR FUTURE
TO CHANCE

SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
T

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

« Housekeeping

o 24-hour security

o Delicious, chef-prepared dining options

« Fishing and boat docks

+ Heated, outdoor swimming pool

» A wide range of important aging services
o And more!

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

@/;.\@ .
I Westminster

Woods

on Julington Creek
WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL

I can’t help thinking
of warm sweaters,
gloves, and wooly hats
once temperatures
start to moderate, but
we really don’t have
much of a winter here
in northeast Florida.
Maybe that’s just as
well!

What we do have

is the opportunity

to grow a variety of
healthy vegetables,
largely free from the
plagues of summer in-
sects and diseases, and
hardy flowering plants
to mark the seasonal
changes. Last year

my neighbor had two
large pots of crimson
cyclamen flanking

her front door and
their stunning flowers
lasted for months.

For inspiration, check
out https://tinyurl.
com/2f5p6pky.

My backyard is in flux. What has
become overgrown is slowly evolving
into a more manageable and wildlife
welcoming yard — but being almost
surrounded by golden rain trees and
cat’s claw vines means that I find their
offspring in every square foot of soil.
Small seedlings come up easily, but
vines that embed themselves close to
other plants are notoriously difficult
to pull. Consequently, I've resorted

to very careful, but minimal, use of
triclopyr, a chemical brush and stump
killer, but it’s far from my ideal. The
lesson: weed diligently and regularly
and use mulch to deter seedlings from

getting established.
The Florida Gardening Calendar is a

good resource for advice on topical gar-
dening activities: https://edis.ifas.ufl.
edu/publication/ep451. This year, I will
dress up my front yard a little to divert
attention from the standing seedheads
and native perennials that are dying
back for the winter. These are farther
up, toward the house, so that’s a plus.
Although the habitat they provide for
wildlife is indisputably valuable, not
everyone appreciates that. I'll choose
less lamboyant plants like violas which
are understated enough; not many na-
tive plants are particularly flamboyant
and combining them with exotic plants

takes skill.

“A New Leaf — Yard and Garden,” the
Extension newsletter for Duval County,
also offers timely advice. Current and

Winter Wonderland

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

Photo courtesy Lesley Arrandale
Yaupon holly (llex vomitoria).

past issues can be found here https://
tinyurl.com/2ycs3yp5.

Although it’s a good time to plant
woody shrubs and trees, we should pay
careful attention to watering, since the
weather seems to change from very dry
to wetter periods. This is a useful “how
to”: https://tinyurl.com/2defmueb.

We can divide clumping perennials,

as long as our milder weather con-
tinues. It’s a way to both revitalize
aging plants and to get more plants
for free, which is always a good thing!
Strictly speaking this is a task for early
fall, but since our climate is generally
mild until later in the season it should
be worth the effort (https://tinyurl.
com/437c9a6h). As with woody
plants, make sure to water divided
perennials as needed, until they are
properly established.

With the winter holidays fast ap-
proaching, I find myself thinking about
the traditional greenery my family used
to decorate our home. Sprays of holly
full of berries above the mantelpiece,
sprigs of mistletoe hung in doorways,
and the modest freshly cut Christmas
tree that came home — on a bicycle!
— often covered with a dusting of
snow. Whatever your family beliefs and
traditions, in a time of such uncertain-
ty, hold your nearest and dearest close
and cherish your wider community
too. We all need peace, tolerance, and
to know we belong.

Advertise in the next issue

Call or email today!

Linda Gay
(904) 607-5062
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com




Jimmy'’s Fishing Report

By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com
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Happy holidays to you and yours.
December seems to roll around sooner
than it used to. While it signals the peak
of the frantic holiday season, I hope we
all can find some time to retreat to our
local waters to relax and spend time
with friends and family. Some of my
favorite fishing memories have taken
place around the holidays. The fishing
may not have been the greatest, but the
company was.

stealers around this time of year, so you
shouldn’t lose too many baits.

Stripers, redfish, and catfish will be
happy to have any shrimp you put out.
Yes, I said catfish — but I think they
are greatly unappreciated in the river.
They are one of the most consistent fish
we have. Two of the most common are
white catfish and channel catfish. White
catfish are a smaller species maxing
around three to five pounds. Channel
catfish are larger and can be very athletic
reaching weights of more than 20 Ibs.
I've had multiple channel cats convince
me they were redfish before I laid eyes

Shrimp should still be around, but you
will probably have to work for them.
Just remember that each one can equate
to a quality fish. There’s a lot less bait

Happy holidays,

neighbors.

Jim Register, Agent

12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Bus: 904-268-5522

Fax: 904-262-7999
www.jimregister.com

I wish all my neighbors a safe and happy holiday
season and the very bestin the New Year. It's a true
joy to be part of such a wonderful community.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.e

o StateFarm

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2006051
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on them. I've even seen them jump out
of the water when hooked. On some of
the toughest of fishing days my brother
and I would say, “Catfish better than no
fish.” I still stand by that.

Now it’s not a sure thing, but if you
can find them you will have some of
the most fun you can have in the river
this time of year — the schooling
largemouth bass. I find a lot of them
around creek mouths, but they can
also be on a particular dock or shore-
line. Just think of where you've caught

bass before and keep checking until
you find them. They’ll be mixed sizes
from 12 inches to six pounds, so you
never know what you're going to get. A
rubber worm or my favorite — a live
shrimp — will entice most. The best
part about the shrimp is that it comes
to the surface trying to evade the bass,
so you get to watch a top water show
unfold as the bass tries to chase down
the shrimp. The kind of stuff you live
for as an angler. Like I said, not a sure
thing, but worth the effort if you find
them. Tight lines.
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Food safety expert gives the scoop on

holiday leftovers

By Kirsten Romaguera, UF/IFAS
mail@floridanewsline.com

When it comes to holiday planning, the
last thing on anyone’s list is a bout with
food poisoning.

“Most people are lulled into a false sense
of security because foodborne illnesses
are rare,” said Keith Schneider, a Univer-
sity of Florida food safety expert in the
UF/TFAS food science and human nutri-
tion department. “You think, Tve never
gotten sick. Why should I do anything
differently?” Well, you don't want this
year to be the one time you lapse in your

food safety practices and Grandma gets
sick.”

Below, Schneider shares his top tips for
holiday leftovers.

* Keep cooked foods out of the “danger

»
zone.

Bacteria multiply between 40 and 140
degrees Fahrenheit, but since most peo-
ple aren’t monitoring those temperatures
closely, you want to be sure to refrigerate
any leftovers within two hours of being
cooked or being removed from the heat-
ing source. If you're going to leave a dish
on a warming tray or in the oven, you'll
want to cool it down before putting it in
the refrigerator.

¢ For foods that are served cold, the same
“danger zone” applies.

Your refrigerator is typically set at 38

to 40 degrees. Any of the pathogens of
concern are not going to grow below 40
degrees. So, when you take out a salad or
a pumpkin roll with cream cheese filling,
that also shouldn’t spend more than two
hours above 40 degrees. The higher the

temperature outside the refrigerator, the

“Banking is more than numbers

and transactions; it's about

building relationships, understanding
business challenges, and delivering

tailored solutions.”

CYNDI HULETT-HUNT, VP
Business Banker/Treasury Management Officer

TC FEDERAL
BANK =r1934

shorter the time it should be out. Here
in Florida, we can have some warm,
humid holidays — be aware when you're
eating dinner on the back porch and
shorten that time out of the fridge.

* Most items can go into either the
refrigerator or the freezer.

If you think you might not eat some-
thing within three to four days, which is
the general limit in the refrigerator, freez-
ing would be a better choice.

* The “smell test” isn’t good enough.

Pathogens typically don't grow to a den-
sity where they're going to have an odor.
The odor typically occurs from spoilage.
So, if it smells bad, of course, don’t eat it.
But if it’s been a few days and still smells
fine, it still may not be safe.

* Reheat leftovers to 165 degrees Fahr-
enheit.

What you want to do is take out the
portion that you're going to eat, as op-
posed to the entire dish. Whatever you
plan to consume, you want to get to that
temperature to kill any pathogens that
may have germinated. For turkey, as an
example, the organism of concern post-
cooking is clostridium, which will die at

165 degrees.
* Minimize heat-thaw cycles.

Foods served cold don’t have that kill
step option. You want to be sure that
you're preventing cross-contamination
for these foods. Ensure that they’re in
sealed containers and be aware that every
time you remove from the refrigerator,
each thawing cycle adds heat energy that
allows pathogens to grow.

The mission of the University of Florida
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sci-
ences (UF/IFAS) is to develop knowl-
edge relevant to agricultural, human
and natural resources and to make that
knowledge available to sustain and
enhance the quality of human life. Visit
ifas.ufl.edu for more information.
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