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Graphic courtesy St. Johns County Public Library

St. Johns
Reads
2024 book
announced

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns County Public
Library System has announced that
the book selection for St. Johns
Reads 2024 is “The Reading List,”
by Sara Nisha Adams. An unfor-
gettable and heartwarming deburt,
“The Reading List” is about how a
chance encounter with a list of li-
brary books helps forge an unlikely
friendship between two very differ-
ent people in a London suburb.

St. Johns Reads cont.on pg. 9
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Girls’ flag football league
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celebrates inaugural season

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

In response to requests from parents,
the CAA flag football league has added
a girls’ league this season. According to
league president, Mike Lanza, there are
four teams with approximately 32 girls
playing this inaugural season, in addi-
tion to approximately 15 girls who play
on the league’s existing co-ed teams.
Lanza said that in total, approximately
700 kids are playing flag football this

s€ason.

“We had been hearing from parents that
there was a demand for an all-girls flag
football league for some time,” Lanza
said. “This past spring we started plan-
ning for it and by the summer, when
we had amassed enough coaches, we
opened registration.”

Mia Hamilton, 11, is a new participant.
“This is my first time playing but I've
always grown up watching my brothers
play,” she said, “so I thought it would be
fun to play it myself.”

Lanza said the new girls’ league started
practices two times a week in November
and started playing games the first week-
end in December. The players range in

age from nine to 11 years old and games
are held at Plantation Park on Saturday
mornings. After a two week break for
the holidays at the end of December, the
girls will resume play in early January.
The season will end with division cham-

pionships at the end of January.

.....

Mia Hamlton throws the ball.

Photos courtesy Dana Kelley
Samantha Roxas and Naomi MclIntyre.

“The teams in the girls’ league play each
other twice during the regular season
and then will meet again in the play-
offs,” Lanza said.

Participant Charlotte “Charlie” Leddy,
9, said, “I like that we can play with our
friends and you can play different posi-
tions.”

Lanza is convinced that the girls’ league
will grow in popularity and envisions
that it will lead the growth of the CAA
league overall, since girls’ flag football is
not widely available locally.

“The girls are having a great time,”
Lanza said. “Winning or losing, you can
see the excitement on their faces.”

Participant Brianna Soares, 9, agrees.
“What I like about the league is how
you can play with your friends and how
you can be competitive. It’s really fun!”

Registration for the next flag football
season will begin in July. Visit www.caaf-
lagfootball.org for more information.

Tue:
Wed:
Thurs: $3 Drafts - $4 Wine - $5 Wells

Sun: $2.50 Bloody Mary's - Mimosas

Call or visit us online today! www.BlueCrabCrabhouse.com (904) 260-2722

$1 Steamed Oysters

WE ARE OPEN!

Serving Maryland inspired dishes in Jacksonville since 1996/
On Julington Creek Road - Off San Jose Blvd
FULL BAR < HEATED PATIO « PRIVATE DINING ROOM
RESERVATIONS « ONLINE ORDERING

Weekly specials!
$2 Margaritas - $9 Margarita pitchers

LER
Tue-Sat -E‘L;:"E

4:30pm - 9pm §:-
Sun

12pm-9pm E_
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Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

2600 Old Moultrie Road - St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties
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Florida's Number 1

Youth Soccer Program
Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS & CAMPS NOW OPEN
Year round program for all levels of play
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www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Q&A with St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit
Court and Comptroller Brandon Patty

Q. As you reflect on the past year,
what are some highlights from the
clerK’s office you can share?

A. As we close out the year, [ would
like to take a moment to share some of
the many accomplishments our office
achieved in 2023. Our team of deputy
clerks work hard to fulfill our mission
while providing world-class customer
service to residents and our judicial and
county partners. Some quick statistics
to share: Through December 2023, our
office issued 2,236 marriage licenses,
performed 1,673 marriage ceremonies,
processed over 13,000 passport appli-
cations, and registered approximately
14,000 residents to receive property
fraud alerts. The Criminal Department
processed 2,600 warrants and created
8,195 cases. Jury Coordinators issued
7,105 jury summonses with a roughly
85 percent response rate. Our comptrol-
ler’s office processed more than 52,100
invoices. And this is just a glimpse of our
efforts as our office performs more than
1,000 different duties and functions.

Q. What has the clerk’s office done
over the past year to ensure transpar-
ency and accountability?

A. We have invested heavily in our
internal auditor function. In 2023, the
Ofhice of the Inspector General (OIG)
received a funding increase from the
county, added four additional full-time
employees, and obtained a compre-

hensive case management system. The
OIG also entered into an agreement
with the Commission for Florida Law
Enforcement Accreditation to pursue
accreditation. This year the OIG intake
unit received 30 fraud, waste, and abuse
complaints and closed 26 of them, plus
finalized two audits and three audit
follow-ups. We are excited about the
great team being built and look forward
to them continuing to promote trans-
parency and accountability in 2024.

Q. What are your plans for the com-
ing year?

A. We will continue to seek ways to
protect taxpayer dollars and lower the
barriers and burdens for residents to
access our services in 2024. You are my
and our boss, and it is very important
to me that your time is not wasted due
to inefficient processes. We have some
great initiatives being rolled out in 2024
that will lower the time burden required
to get things done at our office.

Q. How do people get in touch with
you?

A. Residents can call my office at (904)
819-3601 or my cell at (904) 599-8688.
My email address is BPatty@stjohn-
sclerk.com. Many of your questions

can be answered and many services are
provided, such as paying traffic citations
or searching records, by visiting our
website, www.stjohnsclerk.com.
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Were heve e leffs!

WE LIST YOUR HOME FOR 4% TOTAL COMMISSION
AND
WE LOWER THE COMMISSION TO 3% IF WE BRING
THE BUYER!

Tarer Ty + Lot Froncopm

REALTOR®

(904)347-1560
KARIFRANCOM@PHRFL.NET

BROKER ASSOCIATE, REALTOR®
(904)449-1855
TARITAYLOR@PHRFL.NET

PREMIERHOMESREALTY.NET

A

MIKE & TARI TAYLOR HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED IN FORBES MAGAZINE AND FORTUNE
MAGAZINE REAL ESTATE MARKET LEADERS $212M TOTAL SALES.

* This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list your home if it is currently listed with another Realtor.
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450 State Road 13 North
Suite 106 PMB 101
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(904) 886-4919
www.FloridaNewsLine.com

Publisher
Mark Pettus
Publisher@FloridaNewsLine.com

Editor Breed:
Martie Thompson Pitbull mix
Editor@FloridaNewsLine.com Favorite Activity:

Bookkeeper playing outside with our neighbor’s dog,
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Social Media Cheese

SocialMedia@FloridaNewsLine.com Favorite Friend:

Our next door neighbor’s dog, Sammy

Advertising Sales
Linda Gay How did your BFF get their name?:
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com Perdy is a rescue dog and was named
(904) 607-5062 cell after Perdita from “101 Dalmatians.”

The Creekline is a free monthly publication delivered to all
addresses in Zip Code 32259 and selected routes in 32092
Submission of articles and photographs are received by mail or
email, although email to editor@FloridaNewsLinecom s
preferred. The writers’ opinions do not necessarily reflect the
opinion of Florida NewsLine. Advertising Rates are available
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of the products or services included in this publication,

Florida NewsLine reserves the right to refuse advertisement or

copy from any advertiser. All rights are reserved and no portion
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Don't forget our February issue

Featuring our Love and Marriage section!

Deadline 1/19/24

Call Linda Gay today to reserve your space!

904.607.5062
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.
Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.
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Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@floridanewsline.com
Last month's Mystery Photo was the flag pole at Veterans Park.
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OPEN HOUSE [ERTTCTr e
Saturday, January 20th
9am-11am DAy PRE-SCHOOL

HALF

You are invited to tour the
campus, meet educators
and administrators. i

e
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Montessori and Reggio
Emilia Inspired

Half Day Pre-School

Toddler - Pre-School - Kindergarten

200 North Ridgecrest Lane
StJohns, Florida 32259

904.592.3999
www.lvybrookacademy.com
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QWild Bitdls Ulnlimiteo
Nature Shop
,____0 _______
1 20% OFF i
i One Regularly |
i One Regularly
)
]

450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd

(next to Publix)
904.230.3242
wbu.com/jacksonville

X Beach

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)

904.246.6832

wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

Priced Item

Valid in-store at the
participating stores listed.
Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird
Food, Optics, Gift Card, DSC
Memberships or Sale ltems,
Exclusions Apply.
Offer expires 1/31/24

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
wbu.com/staugustine
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers ac-
tivities for seniors on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday mornings at 6795 Collier Road in
Orangedale. Cards, crafts and games start

each day at 9 a.m. with trivia, nutrition/exer-
cise, Bunco and Bingo among the additional
activities before lunch at 11:30 a.m. each day.

Contact Program Coordinator Myra Fisher

at (904) 209-3658 or mfisher@coasjc.org for

more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming
(with all items donated to charity) meets
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at
Maple Street Biscuit Company, 1627 Race
Track Road in St. Johns. Visit the group's
Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or email
playinghookie2022@gmail.com for more
information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays the

game of “"Hand, Knee, and Foot" on Wednes-

days. If you are interested in joining, please
call (904) 230-6962 and leave a message.
2nd: Honeybee Quilters Guild
will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 2 at
6:30 p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian Church
at the Loretto Road Campus in the Kids'
Space at 2501 Loretto Road. Guild members
will make a presentation on organizing fab-
ric scraps. Wearing masks is optional. New

members/guests welcome. Visit honeybe-
equilters.org for more information.

2nd:

Trail Branch Library on Jan. 2 from 5:30 p.m.

Happy Hookers crochet

- 6:45 p.m. The group crochets or knits blan-
kets for cancer patients at area hospitals. All

skill levels are welcome. Visit www.sjcpls.
org or call (904) 827-6960.

3rd: Widow to Widow, support
group for widows by widows

is held at Council on Aging (COA) River

House, 179 Marine Street in St. Augustine

on Wednesdays beginning Jan. 3 from 11:45

group will meet at the Bartram

a.m. - 12:45 p.m. Call (904) 209-3655 (Mon-
day - Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.org
for more information.

8th: The St. Johns County

Civic Roundtable will meet on
Monday, Jan. 8 at 2 p.m. at St. Augustine
Waterworks building, 184 San Marco Ave. in
St. Augustine. The featured speaker will be
St. Johns County Commissioner Roy Alaimo.
Email info@sjcroundtable.org to register for
the meeting or visit www.sjcroundtable.org
for more information.

8th: ESOL Learn to Read, with

partners at Learn to Read St.
Johns, will be held on Monday, Jan. 8. The
beginner class is from 3:15 p.m. - 415 p.m,
and the intermediate and/or conversation
class is from 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Register
at www.sjcpls.org. Walkins will be welcome
as space allows. Call 904-827-6960 or
email Donna at dbraasch@sjcfl.us for more
information.

8th: The Northwest St. Johns
County United for Progress
Club will celebrate the New Year with a New
Year's Celebration and Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Dinner at Al Dente Restaurant. For more
information, visit our www.nwstjohnsup.
com or email nwsjcp@gmail.com.
9th: Bartram Trail Newcomers'
and Women's Club will host its
meeting and luncheon on Tuesday, Jan. 9
at 11 a.m. at the Club Continental, 2143 Astor
Street in Orange Park. Doors will open at
10:30 a.m. Downton Abbey “High Tea" is the
theme and the luncheon will be a buffet.
Checks for $32 should be made payable to
BTNC and mailed to Brenda Jenkins, 2204
Fort Mellon Court, St. Augustine, FL 32092,
Visit www.facebook.com/BTNCT for food
choices and updated information,
"th Open Card Play at Council
on Aging (COA) River House, 179
Marine Street in St. Augustine. Bring your

CREAMERY

COEDSTONEI Jb s
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1
|
Two Like It® Size Create Your Own |
(Ice Cream + Mix-In) For $6 I

COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd |
served in a cup. W affle products and |
extra mix-ins a vallable for addl charge. |

3 DOORDA&SH |

' S40FF

Any Large Round, Large Rectangle |
I Or Small Rectangle Signature Cake
xcludes Small Round Cakes, Pies, Petite Cakes
| Excludes Small Round Cakes, Pies, Petite Cakes &
upcakes, Custom Cake Decorating And Writin
| Cupcakes, Custor Cake Decorating And W ol
COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at W orld Golf Village and Racetrack R
lid 1d Golf Vill. d k Rd
\ Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 1/31/24

GRUBHUB

deck of cards and socialize over a friendly
card game of your choosing every Thursday
beginning Jan. 11 from 1215 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.
Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday - Thursday) or
email tharris@coasjc.org for more informa-

tion.
]3th: The Friends of Alpine
Park meets the second Sat-
urday of each month (this month, Jan. 13)
at 11 a.m. at the Harris-Bennett Farmhouse
in Alpine Groves Park, 2060 State Road 13.
Docents will conduct tours of the historic
farmhouse from 12 p.m. - 2 p.m. As always,
the public is invited. Email friendsofalpin-
epark@gmail.com for more information.
]3th: The Bartram Trail Geneal-
0gy Club meets the second
Saturday of each month (this month, Jan.
13) from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. at the Bartram Trail
Branch Library. The meeting will feature
Kristi Dorney from Jacksonville Public
Library, who will discuss digitizing photos,
slides, negative, film, audio, video, docu-
ments, books and music using equipment in
the JPL Media Lab. Email ginglish@comcast.
net for more information. Visit www.face-
book.com/groups/BTGenClubGroup to send
a request to join the club.

] 5th: The All Star Quilters Guild
will meet at 9:30 a.m. for social-
izing prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday,
Jan. 15 at First Christian Church, 11924 San
Jose Blvd. The program will be the group'’s
annual birthday celebration and there will
be a $6 fee for lunch. Sew and Tell is always
a feature. Guests are welcome. Visit www.
allstarquilters.org for more information.
] 6th: Newcomers of North St.
Johns will host a luncheon fea-
turing St. Johns County Supervisor of Elec-
tions Vicky Oakes on Jan. 16 beginning at 11
a.m. at Cimarrone Golf Club, 2800 Cimarrone
Blvd. The cost for the luncheon and program

is $35 for members; all reservations must be
received by Jan. 8. Visit https://newcomer-

4
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ning

IStalohns
sofnorthstjohns.org for more information.
] 7th Book study on Jim Rose-
mergy's book “Gatherings of the
Few: A Guide to Global Spiritual Awakening"
with Rev. Yvonne McAndrew of Unity Church
for Creative Living will be held on Wednes-
days for three weeks from 7 p.m. - 8:30 pm
at the church, 2777 Race Track Road. There

is no cost to attend; email UCCLoffice2777@
gmail.com or call (904) 287-1505 for more

information.
]8th: William Bartram Scenic
Highway Group will meet on

Thursday, Jan. 18 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at
Westminster Woods, Gathering Place Room.
This is the new location for 2024 meetings.
Join the discussion to keep NW St. Johns
County Scenic and Historic and preserve the
State Road 13 Scenic Highway. Virtual meet-
ing access is available; contact alabbat@
comcast.net or call (904) 699-8475.
20th: Dress a Girl Around the
World at the Bartram Trail
Branch Library will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 20 at 10 a.m. Learn to make dresses
and shorts for girls around the world. You
can pick up a kit to create at home, or turn
in dresses you created to the Bartram Trail
Branch. We also accept fabric and notion

donations. Call the library at (904) 827-6960
for more information,

26th' “What Happens If You Die

Without a Will" a free lecture
by Megan Wall, St. Johns County Legal
Aid, will be presented at Council on Aging
(COA) River House, 179 Marine Street in St.
Augustine, on Friday, Jan. 26 from 10 a.m. - 11
a.m, Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday - Thurs-
day) or email tharris@coasjc.org for more
information.

Smiles by

GLENOS &« HADGIS
ORTHODONTISTS

Dr. Jimmy Glenos

Dr. Craig Hadgis

TWO STATE-OF-THE-ART LOCATIONS

Free Initial Visit

ceeocooe
904.79.SMILE (797.6453)

smilesbyGHortho.com

THE OFFICIAL

cCOMMUNlTY S

AWARDS

WINNER
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Q: Can you share any insight on the
proposed First Coast Energy develop-
ment at the corner of State Road 13
and Otoes Place?

A: I have heard from a number of
residents about this project. This
particular project will not come before
the Board of County Commissioners,
because what the developer has applied
to build is allowed by right. Our staff,
at the direction of a consensus by the
Board of County Commissioners, is still
making requests of the developer to try
to make the project more compatible
with the neighborhood. At issue for a
lot of people are the mature trees in the
median of Otoes Place, which provide

a special entrance to a small neighbor-
hood. This is a public right of way and
the question is, does the developer have
the right to take down some of these
trees in order to make a second entrance
to their property? Our Land Develop-
ment Code recommends two entrances,
but that doesn’t mean we have to agree
to it. So, our staff is trying to steer the
developer into being a good neighbor. I
think it’s all of our desire for First Coast
Energy to do whatever they can do to be
a good neighbor.

Q: What is the construction that will
soon be taking place on Race Track

Road? And how is the Longleaf Pine
Parkway construction coming along?

A: On Race Track Road, we are extend-
ing the turn lane for westbound traffic
to turn onto Veterans Parkway. Current-
ly, the turn lane backs up and spills into
what should be a through lane. We des-
perately need the 1,000 feet longer turn
land to improve trafhic flow on Race
Track Road. The construction is due to
start on Dec. 18 and, weather pending,

Q&A with St. Johns County Commission
Chairman Christian Whitehurst, District 1

be completed in 30 days. These dates
were selected in an effort to make the
period as convenient as possible with no
school traffic for part of the time.

On Longleaf Pine Parkway, construction
to add an extra lane and basically double
the capacity of the road is coming along
quickly now. The construction should
be finished by the end of calendar year
2024. This is an example of good plan-
ning, since when the road was originally
built, proper right of way was already
acquired, so when it came time to ex-
pand, they just had to turn dirt.

Q: Can you comment on the Memo-
randum of Understanding between
the county and Twin Creeks Develop-
ment Associates, LLC as pertains to
the widening of County Road 210

in front of the Beachwalk neighbor-
hood?

A: The community has seen us holding
the developer accountable for the past
two years and at long last the developer
has agreed to sign this Memorandum
of Understanding, which provides for
the final part of widening of County
Road 210 to six lanes. It is important
to note that the developer will be pay-
ing for this widening as he was obli-

gated to do.

Q: Do you have anything else to share
with District 1?

A: I'd like to wish everyone a Happy
New Year!

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at beclc-
whitehurst@sjcfl.us or call me at (904)
584-5348.

Eddie Creamer

9
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Q: Can you give us the basic infor-
mation for homestead exemption in
Florida?

A: Between now and March 1, it is time
for qualifying homeowners to file for
homestead exemption. To qualify, you
must have owned the property as of Jan.
1, 2024 and occupied it as your pri-
mary residence. Evidence of this is your
Florida driver’s license with that address.
You may not claim or be eligible to claim
a homeowner’s tax exemption in Florida
or any other state.

Q: Why is it important to apply for
homestead exemption?

A: It’s important because it reduces your
property’s taxable value by $50,000 —
which can result in a savings of approxi-
mately $650 for the average homeowner
in St. Johns County. It also sets the base
for the 3 percent “Save our Homes” cap,
which limits the assessed value of your
home from rising more than 3 percent
per year. For the past couple years, we
have seen property value increases that
are higher than this cap.

Q: How should a homeowner file for

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser

homestead exemption?

A: Homeowners can file in person in our
office or online at www.sjcpa.gov. Pres-
ently, about 65 percent of homeowners
are filing online, compared to about 10
percent just four years ago.

Q: Are there other exemptions?

A: There are many different and specific
exemptions designed to provide tax
relief to certain homeowners. Examples
include exemptions for widow/widow-
ers, totally and permanently disabled
veterans or first responders, those who
are blind or have other permanent
disability, deployed service members,
surviving spouses of first responders, and
low income seniors. Please call our office
for more information if you think any of
these might apply to you.

Q: What is the most important thing

to remember?

A: It is mandatory that you apply for
any exemption by March 1. Even if you
qualify, if you don’t apply for it — we
can’t grant the exemption. Florida Stat-

Q&A with Eddie Creamer cont. on pg. 6
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ONE CHURCH. TWO LOCATIONS.
SHARING A COMMON MISSION

Join us every Sunday both in person and online for our weekly worship services!
Mandarin location Modern 9am - Traditional 1lam
Longleaf location Weekly 9am

Mark your Calendars! N

Chili Cook Off January 7th

Visit our website for more information

Mandarin location
11270 San Jose Blvd 1365 Shetland Drive
Jacksonville, Florida 32223 St Johns, Florida 32259

Love God and Neighbor, Build Community ~ No Limite

Longleaf location
Mandarin

Ve Ml i
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www.mumc.net - 904.268-5549

TEN-TIME RECIPIENT
GOVERNOR'S GOLD SEAL AWARD

FOR EXCELLENCE IN LONG-TERM CARE

20000
0000

Request The Best

When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care

following a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request the
best. During your stay, our #1 priority is to help you regain
your best quality of life and maximize your independence.

e Spacious therapy center

BES

_ |3|||]||E5 . * Individualized treatment plans
y J.J.Eﬂﬂﬁ ] » Highly skilled, specialized therapists

* Available 7 days a week

e Green, lush campus

—

=
RIVER(GGARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

ety
ha

RiverGarden.org
904.886.8419

[w]ssth[m] Scan Code to Request
e
LB

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.
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Q: Can you give some background on
your agency’s Property Crimes Unit?

A: They are truly the unsung heroes of
our organization. This unit currently

has one working sergeant, two working
corporals and seven detectives. With the
new budget, we plan to add two addi-
tional detectives and a sergeant with the
goal of making two full units, one serv-
ing the north part of the county and one
for the south. Two of these detectives

are subject matter experts in financial
crimes. In addition to felony and misde-
meanor theft, this unit works cases in ag-
riculture, arson, burglary (both residen-
tial and commercial), criminal mischief

with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick

(vandalism), crimes against the elderly,
counterfeiting, racketeering, credit card
crimes, impersonation, vehicle theft, and
especially right now, retail theft. We've
seen a 70 percent increase in retail theft,
mostly due to the increase our county
has seen in retail establishments.

Q: Do you have any statistics to share?

A: In 2021, 2,792 total property crimes
were reported with the top three areas
being some type of theft, fraud, and
burglary. In 2022, we saw an 18 per-
cent increase in total property crimes to
3,305 reported. The top three categories
remained the same. So far in 2023, total

property crimes are 3,267, but the top
three categories have changed to now
include retail theft (under $750) as the
third highest category. This year, of the
total property crimes reported, 464 were
assigned to a detective for follow up; 265
cases are still active as of this date, and
60 cases were cleared by arrest.

Q:What else do the Property Crimes

Unit detectives work on?

A: In addition to working active cases,
the detectives take on lots of proactive
activities, including following up with
unlicensed contractors, working on mail
fraud, and working with loss prevention
specialists in specific retail stores.

Q: What are some of the big cases that

this unit has solved?

A: There are a number of them including
the extortion and threat to kill a promi-

“Banking is more than numbers

and transactions; it’s about

building relationships, understanding
business challenges, and delivering
tailored sufutmns -
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CYNDI HULETT-HUNT, VP
Business Banker/Treasury Management Officer
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nent business owner, three major RICO
cases involving contractor frauds with
hundreds of victims, and the arrest of a
major ring of South American burglary
suspects who had been operating all over
the US — but we caught them here. We
also arrested two suspects in a massive
mail theft ring and recovered $242,000
of the $382,000 lost in a romance scam
that we were able to return to the victim.

Q: Do you have any reminders for our
readers?

A: Don't hesitate to call us if you see
something suspicious. If you see some-
thing, say something,.

Also, remember to secure your valuables
and lock your doors. Remove your fire-
arms from your vehicles and lock your
car doors at night.

Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you with any questions or
suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.org,
call me at (904) 824-8304, or visit www.
sjso.org.

Q&A with Eddie Creamer cont. from pg. 5

ute is clear that the homeowner must
apply.
Q: What is the best way for our read-

ers to contact you?

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500. It
is open Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m. — 5
p-m. Also, readers can email me at Ed-
die@sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 827-
5500.
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WatsonConstructionGroup.com

Building Services: CBC1263291 e Electric: EC13010558
HVAC: CAC1816040  Plumbing: CFC057343

AIR CONDITIONING * PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL * RESIDENTIAL REMODELING
NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK

u | etzDental Associates
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Yo'ur New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223
Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210

Q Adult Dentistry:

(904) 886-4867

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

We offer

?in'r Pediatric Dentistry

’ﬁ‘ Family Dentistry

# Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Eicy

& www.nemetzdental.com
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Starting your journey to entrepreneurial success

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Starting a new business can be scary.
Millions of successful business own-

ers were once in the position you're in
right now — they were worried about
finances, what would happen if they lost
money or didnt have enough to support
their business early on, how theyd find
customers, and whether they even had
the emotional strength to survive the
entrepreneurial roller coaster. In short,
they worried about failing.

Rest assured; every entrepreneur who

is today a model of success had these
same fears. Take comfort in the fact that
these people succeeded despite their
fears, and with the right preparation,
help and guidance, so can you. SCORE
Jacksonville offers free, expert mentoring
and resources to guide you through your
small business journey. Here’s a start:

Are You Ready to Start a Business?
Determining whether you have what it
takes to start a business requires unvar-
nished honesty and a frank assessment
of your strengths and weaknesses. You'll
need to assess your motivation, your

skills and experience, your financial
resources and your support system.

It helps to have a mentor guide you
through this phase, because this self-
assessment will lay the groundwork for
your future success.

Define and Validate Your Idea. Just be-
cause you have the skills and experience
to operate a business like the one you
envision doesn’t mean you should start a
business like the one you envision. You'll
need to identify how your idea stands
out from the competition and whether
it’s viable over the long term. You'll need
to research industry data, customer data
and competitor business models. You'll
need to create financial projections and
identify funding sources. Once you've
validated your idea, you can finally start
thinking about turning it into a busi-
ness.

Create a Business Plan (or a Business
Model Canvas). Most successful busi-
nesses start with a business plan, but
not all business plans are created equal.
While certain financial entities and
investors still require a formal busi-
ness plan, there are easier and quicker

Personalized financial

advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise 3@

Financial

[Not FDIC or NCUA Insured [ No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Chris Thompson

CFP$CRPC®
Financial Advisor
Associate Manager

904.380.2290

4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Happy New Year,

neighbors.

Jim Register, Agent

12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Bus: 904-268-5522 Fax: 904-262-7999
jim@jimregister.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2006045

| wish all my neighbors

a healthy, happy and safe
New Year. Here's to this
year bringing you nothing
but the best.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there®

o StateFarm-

options to help with decision-making.
A business model canvas, for example,
condenses all the information included
in a traditional business plan and turns
it into a chart that fits onto a single

page.
Find Funding. A lack of funding is one

of the main reasons many businesses
fail and if you can't figure out a sustain-
able financial path, yours may be one
of them. The good news is there are nu-
merous options: traditional bank loans,
investments, credit cards, friends and
family, grants and more. You'll need to
educate yourself on every aspect of the
financing method you choose.

Build an Administrative Infrastructure.
Accounting, insurance and legal con-
siderations aren't the exciting parts of
starting a business, but collectively they
are one of the most important parts.
How you manage money, how you ap-
proach risk and liability, and how you
safeguard yourself and your team from
liability matter tremendously, especially
in the vulnerable, formative stages of
your business.

Develop Processes for Pricing, Sales,

Marketing and Distribution. One of the
biggest mistakes many entrepreneurs
make when starting a business is giving
away their products or services for a
song as they seek to build a consumer
base. While it makes sense in the mo-
ment, it actually hurts in the long run
because it devalues what you're selling.
Building sales pipelines and identifying
appropriate marketing channels early
in your entrepreneurial journey can go
far in educating prospects to help them
understand the value your product or
services will deliver.

Weigh the Pros and Cons of Hiring.
There are tremendous benefits to hiring
people to help you with your business.
You have a team of people who can in-
teract with customers, manage produc-
tion, and/or process orders. There are
also considerable challenges — payroll,
record-keeping, job descriptions, screen-
ing, worker’s compensation, and benefit
plans. Dive into the details before mak-
ing your first hire so you have a clear
picture of what hiring entails.

Visit www.score.org/jacksonville for
more information.

Prudential Financial Planning

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner

844-954-8700

1008115-00005-00

CA Insurance License #0E93910

andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning
Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the

marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies

@ Prudential
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Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

6-Month 5 ] 5 3 O % APy

1-Year

5.247 %"

Mitch Wright
Financial Advisor
605 Sr 13n Ste 101

Fruit Cove, FL 32259
904-230-3385

18-Month 5 l1 66 % APy

Call or visit your local financial advisor today

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 11/14/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued
and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor,
per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.
gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price
change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices
of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted.
Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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with St. Johns County Supervisor of
Elections Vicky Oakes

Q: Are there any important dates St.
Johns County voters should know
for the Presidential Preference Pri-

mary Election?

A: Yes. The Presidential Preference

Primary Election is on Tuesday, March
19, 2024. The deadline to register to
vote or change your party affiliation

is Feb. 20, 2024. Early voting will be
conducted Saturday, March 9 through
Saturday, March 16, which includes

two Saturdays and one Sunday.

Q: Who will be eligible to vote in
the Presidential Preference Primary
Election (PPP)?

A: Only registered Republican voters
will be eligible to vote in the PPP. The
Democratic party only submitted one
candidate to the Secretary of State,
and therefore, Democratic voters will

not be participating in the PPP. Due

to Florida’s closed primary laws, voters
who are registered with no party affili-
ation (NPA) or a minor political party
are not eligible to vote in the Republi-
can Primary.

Q: What candidates will be on my
Presidential Preference Primary
Election ballot?

A: The Republican presidential can-
Q&A with Vicky Oakes cont. on pg. 15
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|Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.|
WWW.CRAIGFUNERALHOME.COM ¢ (904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral « Crematory « Memorial Park

Expanded Psychiatric Services

For all ages at our Northwest office
175 Hampton Point Dr, Ste. 2 St. Augustine, FL 32092

cpIC

BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE

EPICOFFERS NUMEROUS TREATMENT OPTIONS:
o Psychiatric Services

© Mental Health Counseling

@ substance Use Disorder Counseling

@ Individual, Family and Relationship Counseling

WE OFFER HELP WITH:

@ Anxiety/ Depression

o Family Relationship Issues

@ substance Use/ Mental
Health Challenges

@ 0ur programs serve senio
adults, adolescents and
children ages 4 and (l)}der.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
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Scan the QR Code or visit our website for locations.

CAEEUSEWelcanhelp!
MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!
(904) 829-2273

We accept most commercial insurances, Medicaid, self-pay with sliding scales, Visa and
MasterCard. Accommodations are available for disabled or deaf/hearing-impaired.
For assistance, use x 4004
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Church tor Crealive
Living in St. Johns

Join us for Sunday Service at 10:30 AM.
2777 Race Track Road, St Johns, FL 32259
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Rev. Yvonne McAndrew

Unity Church for Creative Living
2777 Race Track Road, St Johns, FL 32259, www.UnityinJAX.com
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Q: Does your office work with the
area school districts for educational
resources for students?

A: T have just finished meeting individu-
ally with all of the superintendents of
schools in our district (the 7th Judicial
Circuit), including St. Johns County
Superintendent Tim Forson and School
Board Chair Beverly Slough, about a new
initiative to educate students and parents,
prevent crime, and empower students to
learn about what we do at the State At-
torney’s Office for possible careers.

Q: With regards to education, what

ideas do you have?

A: I'd like to make sure students
understand the consequences of bad
judgment and crime, to include threats
of violence, bomb threats, hoaxes, gun
violence, dating violence, and online
bullying. We want students to know
that if they engage in any of these activi-
ties, there’s a strong chance they will be
tried as an adult — with adult conse-
quences. As far as some of the threats,
kids who do them often think, “I was
just kidding,” but it is not a joke and we
do charge students. We're hopeful to get
some kids into the courtroom to see real

with State Attorney, 7th Judicial Circuit,

time sentencing proceedings as well as
utilize video from court proceedings in
the school curriculum. Employees from
my office can also come and speak at
PTO meetings to parents. All of this is
in an effort to try to prevent kids from
making bad decisions and hopefully

prevent crime.

Q: From a more positive aspect, what
ideas do you have to empower stu-
dents on a career path?

A: Our office encompasses many differ-
ent professions, from paralegals to law
enforcement to attorneys. I'd like to set
up externships for students interested in
any of these career paths. We could have
students who are interested in the law,
for instance, attend trials to see what it’s
like in the courtroom.

Q: What will happen next?

A: The next step is for a joint meeting
with all of the school district superin-
tendents and representatives and me. At
that time, we can come up with a col-
laborative and comprehensive approach,
as well as a name for the initiative. I
think this is very timely and I'm very
excited to see this through.

S
A

Q: What construction updates do you
have this month?

A: We've agreed to the financing for
the next two schools that will be under
construction, the ones in Silverleaf and
Nocatee set to open in 2026. In the
spring, we will bond up to $170 mil-
lion for these two schools. This doesn’t
include a land purchase and is just for
construction costs.

For the schools set to open in 2024

in Shearwater and Beacon Lakes,
Superintendent Tim Forson has just
announced the new principals: Katie
O’Connell, principal at Cunningham
Creek, will lead K-8 NN in Shearwater
and Dr. Jesse Gates, principal at PVPV
Rawlings, will lead K-8 OO in Beacon
Lakes. Then, in January, our Human
Resources division will get to work
with teachers to reallocate them where
needed, particularly as pertains to Tim-
berlin Creek Elementary and Ocean
Palms Elementary, which will shrink as
the new schools are opened.

Q: Do you have any more news on
the expansion of First Coast Techni-
cal College to Hastings?

A: We are partnering with the county
through some federal funds to reno-
vate and repurpose the old Hastings
High School, which is nearly 100
years old. I'm so excited about this
project. It will be multi-phased, likely
over about three years, and potential
programs to be offered will be early
childhood and welding. The first
thing that will be done is external re-
pairs to harden the building and then
the inside renovations. This will be an
economic boon to Hastings and to be

with St. Johns County School Board
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

able to preserve this historic building
ties in with their Main Street Hastings
initiative.

Q: What's the latest legislative up-
date?

A: The Florida Legislature has complet-
ed committee meetings in advance of
session, which begins on Jan. 9. There
are three deregulation in education bills
in the Senate that we are supportive of,
but the House hasn't taken them up as
of yet. So it remains to be seen.

Q: Can you shed any light on the
recently released school grades?

A: We are very well pleased with our
school grades. This is the first year with
new standards, so it is a benchmark
year. In the four academic areas we
scored more points than any other dis-
trict in the state and the gap continues
to grow. This is due to excellent teach-
ers, focused students, and committed
parents. We have no “D” schools and
several of our schools increased a letter
grade. The St. Johns County School
District remains an “A” district as we
have been every year since the inception
of grading.

There was one school district ranked
ahead of us. This school district has
approximately 2,000 students and they
excelled at graduation rate and certifica-
tions in career and technical education,
both of which are awarded acceleration
points in the grading process.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at
(904) 547-7510.



Jason Dean is passionate about
pole vaulting. A self-described
athlete who was a “late bloom-
er,” he said he played nearly
every sport trying to find the
one that was just right for him.
He discovered pole vaulting

in high school and went on

to become a state champion
his senior year and then the
Atlantic Coast Conference
(ACC) champion his sopho-
more year of college when he
competed for Florida State
University. After graduation,
he “forgot” about pole vault-
ing for a while as he began his
career, got married and started
a family. In 2016 he again felt
himself drawn to the sport and now he
serves as a pole vault coach at Bartram
Trail High School as well as at his own
coaching company, the Florida Pole
Vault Factory in NW St. Johns County.
He lives in Switzerland with his wife,
Andrea, and two children.

Q: How were you first introduced to
pole vaulting?

A: When I was in high school, I wasn’t
good enough to make the baseball
team or the basketball team, but I still
wanted to do something athletic. My
social studies teacher, who was the cross
country coach, encouraged me to go
out for cross country ... but I didnt
like distance running. I wasn’t fast
enough to sprint and I didn’t want to
do the shot put or long jump. Finally
she said, “Why not try pole vaulting?”

Get to Know . ..

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

travel - pantry raiders - gardening
fishing - entertainment - puzzles

Photo courtesy Jason Dean
Jason Dean.

And it turned out I was good at it! I
even participated in summer meets
because I just loved it. I really found
my niche.

Q: How did you meet your wife?

A: We met when I was at FSU. She
was an athletic trainer and I met her in
the training room my sophomore year.
We've been together ever since and
were married in 2003.

Q: What made you go back to pole
vaulting?

A: I graduated from FSU with a
degree in Information Studies and
started my career as a software engi-
neer. Andrea and I bought a house
and we had our kids. By 2016, I
started getting the itch. I felt like I
wanted to be around athletes, who are
generally positive people and like to
work out. I reached out to the track
and field coach at Bartram Trail High
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service in the industry.
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- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system
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] 3760 KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com [

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

School and offered my
services as a volunteer
pole vault coach. I was
mortified at what I saw
... kids looked like they
were doing dangerous
things and I didn’t want
kids to get hurt doing a
sport that I loved.

Q: What prompted you
to open the Florida
Pole Vault Factory?

A: In 2019 I started
Florida Pole Vault
Factory so that I could
coach kids from all over
and keep them safe. No
sport is without risk, but
there is an element of
risk in pole vaulting that
not all sports have. Plus there is a lack
of coaches in our sport that know what
to do to keep kids safe.

Q: What are your goals for your
coaching business?

A: At first, my goals were performance
based and I have coached middle
school and high school champions. But
now I am more interested in growing
the sport and raising awareness of pole
vaulting, of course in addition to keep-
ing kids safe. Pole vaulting looks scary,
but I focus on safety and so it is more
fun than scary.

Q: What is your favorite part of
coaching?

A: T think it's imparting wisdom of
pole vaulting and non-pole vaulting on
kids. If you can project wisdom on kids
and make their life better in any way,
then it’s a good day. It’s satisfying to get
a champion for sure, but seeing kids
succeed and get joy from a sport I love
... well, that’s the best.
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St. Johns Reads cont. from pg. 1

This book is currently available
through the library in print, large
print, audiobook, and on Libby in e-
book and e-audiobook.

In its 20th year, St. Johns Reads is the
St. Johns County Public Library Sys-
tem’s annual “One Book, One Com-
munity” event focused on creating

a shared conversation on a selected
novel.

Taking place in January, St. Johns
Reads 2024 features a month-long
celebration with a variety of programs
inspired by “The Reading List,” in-
cluding special events with the author,
Sara Nisha Adams, at each branch
library from Jan. 30 to Feb. 2. The
Bartram Trail Branch will host Adams
on Thursday, Feb. 1 at 11 a.m. Visit
https://sjcpls.org/event/meet-sara-ni-
sha-adams-author/ to register for this
special event.

St. Johns Reads is generously sup-
ported by the St. Johns County
Public Library System’s Friends of the
Library groups.

ANDY DAHMS
PAINTING SERVICES

Professional Painting Contractor

Whole house repaints
Interior & Exterior
Pool Deck
Patio Floor
Decorative Curbing
Reseal Decorative Stone
or Pavers

941-730-1381

andygoodeats1@gmail.com

Insured and References Available

TAX TIP

Dianne K. Briery
CPA PLC

Certified Public
Accountant

LET US SIMPLIFY YOUR ACCOUNTING NEEDS
44 years of serving clients!

- Tax Planning and Prep for Business/Individual
« QuickBooks Consulting/Training

« Church Accounting - Clergy Taxation

« Pension Plans - IRAs

2023 Tax Filing Season is a bit unusual-changes are minimal!
However, there are some...One of the changes that affects many
individuals is that retirement plan distributions for individuals that
turn 72 AFTER ™2/31/22 are NOT required until age 73. Another
change for 2023 is that plans can offer distributions with NO
EARLY WITHDRAWAL PENALTY for “unforeseeable or immediate
financial needs relating to necessary or personal family
emergency expenses” subject to certain restrictions.

Call today for your no cost consultation
No cost consultation imited to %2 hour.

904-880-3200 | www.dkbrierycpa.com

Located in the Julington Creek Business Park «12627 San Jose Blvd, Suite 601 « Jacksonville, Florida 32223
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CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN
1. Bleated 38. Move one’s head slightly 1. Curved segment 29. An act of undue intimacy
6. Snakelike fish 39. Secret rendezvous 2. Wings 30. From which a later word is
9. Database management system  41. Improved 3. From pentane (Chemistry) derived
13. Russian-American violinist ~ 44. A place to exercise 4. Gradually gets into 32. Equal to 10 meters
14. Wendy’s founder Thomas 45. 18-year astronomical period 5. Commercial document (abbr.) 34. Neither
15. Ancient Italian-Greek colony  46. Automobile 6. Overhang 35. Computer language
16. Negatives 48. You can take it 7. Christmas and New Year’s 37. Sacred book of Judaism
17. Rescued 49. A radio band have them 40. A woolen cap of Scottish origin
18. Self-immolation by fire ritual 51. Jaws of an animal 8. Type of bulb 42. A way to dedicate
19. Assigns tasks to 52. Short-billed rails 190- Lacklmg aplan 43. Challenges
21. Island nation native 54. Chinese province -Tattle 47. British Air Aces
22. Trade 56. Shameless and undisguised }; ]SOCke‘E l’lki it “heavy” q 49. Large, influential bank
23. Detergent brand 60. Horizontal passage into a mine a1 th Ot,S eendcarllomze zg Péonefded q
24. Famed NY Giant 61. Adult mal - cieate Hime and prace | avaly-swor
25. Before 62 FaiLlltonel?ltZitain 17. Nobel Prize winner in physics 53. Vaccine developer
28' Split pulses 63. Dried-up 20. The voice of Olaf 55. Napoleonic Wars general
29. Extremely angry; highly 64. City in north-central Utah gé ?;eg]mented rock 22 E?E?Ehslfap ort
31 glc(ejnsedrt 65. Southern US 25. Master of Philosophy 58. _ Clapton, musician
50 61 &2 - Body pa 66. German river 26. Backside 59. Insect repellent
33. Ame.rlcan state . 67. Oxygen 27. Landmark house in L.A. 61. Decorative scarf
53 54 85 36. David __, US playwright 68. Make law e
66 67 68
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R EVTUPCONTFETTTITZ FTIUVCODBVM CHAMPAGNE Solve the code to discover words related to New Year’s celebrations.
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J I A E GL Q HWOBULUNJKMMHTCTDS TIMES SQUARE
M CLOCKTBRTFTLIBLTISTCTFUSGTBHTR TOAST 24 13 12 16 2
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

Community Marketplace
Call (904) 886-4919

for advertising rates

4 JNT,NG SNIP,S TREE & STUMP SERVICE

‘ Es 'N c Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments
E Top Quality Work Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.

. ¥

AIR CONDITIONING ¢ PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL
RESIDENTIAL REMODELING

¥ Interior & Exterior Paintin
g NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK

#* Pressure Washing

o i LICENSED & INSURED
A Drywall & Siing Repair 20 YEARS FL-5456A - LICENSED & INSURED 904-737-6337
7% Popoorn Remoral & exture OF EXPERIENTE WatsonConstructionGroup.com

904-866-9490

paintingservices@hotmail.com

Call JET for a FREE Estimate

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

Building Services: CBC1263291
HVAC: CAC1816040.

Plumbing: CFC057343
Electric: EC13010558

Captiva Remodel
Design & Build

Complete bathroom
and interior renovations

Exceptional work
at competitive pricing!

MENTION THIS AD.
Serving St Johns, FORA ==+
Duval & Clay Since 1984

® Kitchen & Bath Remodels'i
® Drywall Repairs

® Tile Work .

® Handyman Services __

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!
Catering to the needs of

the homeowner since 2002

+Driveways -Walkways
*Pavers *Goncrete Removal
+Patios +Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

Call today for your
consultation and estimate

Robert Sherman 904-347-5394

State Certified Contractor crc1333794

Commercial & Residential
Licensed & Insured

DAVID KOROLUK
904-510-6069
dkbuildingrenovations@gmail.com

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisements! Call for details (904) 886-4919




Dental Insurance -
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Com-
pany. Covers 350
procedures. Real
insurance - not a
discount plan. Get
your free dental info
kit! 1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.
com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxy-
gen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit.
Call 877-929-9587

VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espafiol

Aging Roof? New
Homeowner? Got
Storm Damage?
You need a local
expert provider
that proudly stands
behind their work.
Fast, free estimate.
Financing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage
cleanup & restora-
tion: A small amount
of water can lead
to major damage

and mold growth
in your home. Our
trusted profession-
als do complete
repairs to protect
your family and your
home’s value! Call
24/7:1-888-872-2809

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator.
It's a power move.

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter
estimate today.
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty &
professional installs.
Senior & Military
Discounts available.
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Job Finder:

Smiles by Glenos & Hadgis Orthodontists is hiring a new team member to
assist in providing the highest level of service in a fun fast paced environ-
ment. Excellent relationship skills & practical experience in supervision
and training in Orthodontics a plus. 401K, Health Ins, paid time off, retire-
ment plans offered. Must be able to commute between 32086 & 32259

Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally,
super-fast internet
no matter where you
live. 25 Mbps just
$59.99/mo! Unlim-
ited Data is Here.
Stream Video. Bun-
dle TV & Internet.
Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

Become a published
author. We want
to read your book!
Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since
1920. Consultation,
production, promo-
tion & distribution.
Call for free author's
guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For
190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed

Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some re-
strictions apply. Pro-
mo Expires 1/31/24.
1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-in
tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and ser-
vice. Now featuring
our free shower
package & $1600
off - limited time!
Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, Amer-
ica's premier mo-
bile medical alert
system. Whether
you're home or
away. For safety &
peace of mind. No
long term contracts!
Free brochure!
1-888-489-3936

Free high speed in-
ternet if qualified.
Govt. pgm for recipi-
ents of select pgms

incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pen-
sion, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal.
15 GB internet. An-
droid tablet free w/
one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping. Call
Maxsip Telecom!
1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Time-
share Cancella-
tion ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt & fees
cancelled in 2019.
Get free info package
&learn how to get rid
of your timeshare!
Free consultations.
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most
local MLB Games!
Choice Package
$89.99/mo for 12
mos Stream on 20
devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)

=
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... Call today and receive a A %,

~— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

| SAFENISTEP

WALK-INTUuUB

1-855-417-1306

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

i

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty

with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call 866-643-0438 to

schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Diagnosed with lung
cancer & 65+? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award.
No obligation! We've
recovered millions.
Let us help! Call
24/71-877-707-5707

Replace your roof
w/the best looking
& longest lasting
material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3
styles & multiple

GENERAC
e —— |

colors available.
Guaranteed to last
a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50%
off install + Addi-
tional 10% off install
(military, health &
Ist responders.)
1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath
or shower in as little
as one day. Limited
time, we're waiv-
ing all installation
costs! (Additional
terms apply. Sub-
ject to change and

vary by dealer. 0f-
fer ends 12/31/23
Call 1-844-501-3208

INJURED IN AN AC-
CIDENT? Don't Ac-
cept the insurance
company'’s first offer,
Many injured parties
are entitled to major
cash settlements.
Get a free evalua-
tion to see what your
case is really worth.
100% Free Evalua-
tion. Call Now: 1-833-
888-2038. Be ready
with your zip code
to connect with the
closest provider.

Briefs

Bartram Trail to stage “Murder on the
Orient Express”

Bartram Trail High School will pres-
ent Agatha Christie’s “Murder on the
Orient Express” Thursday, Feb. 22
through Sunday, Feb. 25.

When a passenger is murdered
aboard the luxurious Orient Express,
world-famous detective Hercule
Poirot is tasked with solving the
crime. The train is filled with many
questionable characters, and it soon
becomes apparent that each of them
is a potential suspect. Will Poirot
solve the crime before another trag-
edy occurs? All aboard!

“Ken Ludwig’s adaptation of this
classic novel is ingenious. The play is
filled with witty dialogue and unique
characters that audience members
will both adore and despise,” said
Director Stephen Billy. “There are
countless twists and turns that will
keep everyone on the edge of their
seats.”

Visit bit.ly/BTHSEXPRESSTIX for

showtimes and ticket information.

Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and
Women's Club to hold high tea
“Downton Abbey High Tea” is the
theme of the January Meeting and
Luncheon of the Bartram Trail New-
comers’ and Women’s Club meeting
and luncheon on Tuesday, Jan. 9, at
11 a.m. at the St. Johns Golf and
Country Club, 205 St. Johns Golf

Drive. Doors will open at 10:30 a.m.

Checks for $32 should be made pay-
able to BITNC and mailed to Brenda
Jenkins, 2204 Fort Mellon Court,

St. Augustine, FL 32092. Entrée
choice is not required since it will be
a buffet service. Downton Abbey/Tea
dress is encouraged.

Guest speaker Sandra Francis has
been the volunteer coordinator for
Haven Hospice for 17 years. She
was born in England and came to
America with her family 33 years ago
and is delighted to talk about the
history of “high tea.” While she lived
in England, she taught floral art at
college and her class was invited to
create some of the flower arrange-
ments for the Prince Charles and
Princess Diana wedding. She will

also have comments about Downton
Abbey as well.

The Bartram Trail Newcomers” and
Women’s Club meets the second
Tuesday of every month from Sep-
tember to May for lunch. In addition

to the monthly meetings, the club
has a wide variety of interest groups,
including Bridge, Continental
Rummy, Pennies Canasta, Mexican
Chicken Train dominoes, Bunko,
Mah Jongg, golf, recipe exchange,
monthly special events, book club,
lunch and matinee, Lunch Divas, La-
dies Night Out, a nature walk group
and community projects. Email
Linda Beard at bartramtnc@gmail.
com for more information. Visit
www.facebook.com/BTNCI1 to see

pictures of meetings and download a
membership form.

Newcomers of North

St. Johns announces January
luncheon

Newcomers of North Saint Johns
will hold its January luncheon on
Tuesday, Jan. 16 beginning at 11
a.m. at Cimarrone Golf Club, 2800
Cimarrone Blvd. The event features
lunch and an informative presenta-
tion by Vicky Oakes, Supervisor

of Elections for St. Johns County.
Oakes has served as the Supervisor of
Elections in St. Johns County for the
past 12 years and previously served
as the Assistant Supervisor of Elec-
tions for 23 years.

Doors will open at 10:30 am. The
cost for the luncheon and program is
$35 for members and $40 for guests
and non-members; all reservations
must be received by Jan. 8.

Newcomers of North Saint Johns
offers a variety of activities for St.
Johns County residents including
smaller lunch groups, wine socials,
golf, Mah Jongg, holiday parties,

a day trip next March to include a
fun boat ride from Amelia Island to
view Cumberland Island and visit
to Ft. Clinch with lunch and shop-
ping opportunities in Fernandina

Beach.

Visit newcomersofnorthstjohns.
org for more information about the
luncheon and membership.

JCE third grader
wins award

for growing
cabbage

Photos courtesy Heidi Karl

Julington Creek Elementary student Graham Harris was
selected as the 2023 Florida State winner of the National
Bonnie Plants’ Third Grade Cabbage Program. Pictured is
his cabbage — before and after!
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CREEKS
TRACKOFIELD

LOCATION: Bartram Trail HS

SEASON BEGINS:
Week of Feb 12th

Please see Website for
Practice& Meet Schedules
wwhw . caatrackandfield.com

www.caatrackandfield.com
See Website for FULL details

2 DAY PROGRAM

Plus one time $10 Meet fee for all Programs & ALL meets

PROGRAMS

ZND THRU 8TH:

1 DAY PROGRAM
$178.00

$203.00
MINI PROGRAM

KAMD 15T

$153.00

500 SR 13 N.
Behind McDonald's,
Next to Primrose
904-217-7326
2560 US Highwa

St Augustine, FL 32086
904- 203-1390

:::“'-. .
.Il.'--_l"1. Wk 74(_! > 44
I' : 7/ fjl?

$25 OFF

$100 OR MORE PURCHASE

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes oil change.

$50 OFF
ANY SET OF TIRES

| $20 OFF
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

ANY OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

revrrecees
AUTOMOTIVE & TIRE CENTER

www.FamousAutoRepairandTires.com

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

5717 University Blvd. W.

2430 Blanding Blvd
904-267-1900

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923

3575 US Highway 17
904-458-4997

%-

.:I..-'.-" + #4 -l'r : 'L'-x. 'I;\\
171V

FREE
Flat Repairs

Ride Home
Available

STORE
HOURS:
Mon. - Fri. 7 am-6 pm =
Sat. 7 am-5 pm
Sun. 8 am-4 pm

“Servicing Every Customer Like
They’re FAMOUS!”

PRokokokoks

Let Famous Automotive Professi
give you a 5-Star Service.

".I Find us on
/ | Facebook B

Children’s choirs team up to
raise funds for Nemours

By NewslLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Saturday, Dec. 2, the St. Cecilia
Children’s Choir from San Jose Church
and School teamed up with the chil-
dren’s choirs from San Juan Del Rio
and Holy Family for a successful benefit
concert that kicked off the Advent sea-
son. The concert was held in the main
sanctuary of San Juan del Rio parish and
all of the donations and money raised
went to support Nemours children’s
hospital in Jacksonville. The choirs
raised $1,771 for Nemours through
their efforts.

Emily Palaj (San Jose), Katherine Den-
nison (San Juan del Rio), and Kimberly
Conway (Holy Family) are the directors
of the three choirs that collaborated on
this effort.

“This event was envisioned, organized,
and directed by me, and was a ground-
breaking collaborative effort between
the music ministries of these three
parishes to serve the community,” said

Emily Palaj. “I would like to bring
awareness to what we are capable of
when we band together to present our
gifts in the service of others who are in
need. This endeavor demonstrated that
each and every one of our children has
something special to give, and that each
of their gifts given to them by God have
a purpose greater than themselves. I am
a huge proponent that children learn
that their voices should be used to serve,
not just to entertain.”

The concert include a candlelight
processional with the kids entering the
darkened church holding candles while
singing “O Come O Come Emmanuel,”
presented seven scripture readings
throughout the concert, and performed
13 pieces of music ranging in styles and
historical periods from high Baroque

to upbeat-Salsa with a Spanish text and
Latin-flair. Also featured was a piece of
music (“Make a Manger in Your Heart”)
which was sung and signed in ASL by
all of the students from all three choirs.

Photo courtesy Emily Palaj
Emily Palaj conducting.

Julington Creek Elementary girls run!

b £
e

Photo courtesy Heidi Karl

Limited quantities. Does not include disposal fees, tax,
installation. Offers cannot be combined.

Members of the Julington Creek Elementary Girls on the Run group ran at the organization’s 5k on Dec. 2. Everyone
worked so hard this season to prepare for the event.

5.00 off

any purchase of $25 or more

Locally owned and operated

e T R R e - P p—
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« WILLTES QLD SOR00L WULES OF BBQ

EVERY MEAL
coneed Witk e dide of . .
9% SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY.

=

WILLIE
JEWELLS

.l. LR L

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH, UBER EATS, AND GRUB HUB!

Seniors Happy Hour Mon - Fri - 4pm - 6pm

15% discount for seniors age 60 & over. Dine-in only

View our full menu and order online!

P www. WillieJewells.com ¢ (904) 342-2373

1056 Murabella Parkway, 8t. Augustine FL 32092
(rext to the Publix at the corner of 8R-16 and Pacetti Road.)

SMOKED FOR HOURS

SERVED IN MINUTES

§ Like us at facebook.com/williejewellswerldgeli-for-information on-promotions and other-events!
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By Jimmy Tomazinis Ma rCh 12 = 17, 2024

mail@floridanewsline.com

‘ Jimmy’s Fishing Report The PLAYERS Championship

Happy New Year! Here's to hoping 2024 ~ While you can still throw a shrimp net

is a great one for all of you. Now let’s this month, it may be too cold and
look back on 2023 and see how we can possibly not worth the effort for the few
further the goals that we set last year. I shrimp that are still around. Most of
unfortunately did not get my river tar- the forage we have this time of year are

1 . 1did han I h herri d shad which hi
i years past and Lacrualy fumped one,  a cast net, but they are ot hardy e, I PUT YOUR BUSINESS AD IN
butI had to j d do it. ’ i heir pred
s hoping for one clser o home. I 3 i srpers, founder, and redfih it FRONT OF 28,000+ FANS!

spent more time chasing them in the surf  might be better to throw a swim bait or
and I think if T had spent that much time ~ Rat-L-Trap to imitate the bait fish. I like

in the river it may have been different. to “jig” a Rat-L-Trap to make it look like
Keep your eyes on the prize as they say. a cold stunned bait fish but remember
So I'll be balancing my time better this to slow everything down. Winter fishing

year, especially in September. Long story ~ demands patience.
short, T'll be having the same goal in
2024 — river tarpon or bust.

Speck fishing has been pretty good and
more and more big fish should be show-
How about you? Did you achieve your ing up in the creeks every day. We've
goal(s) last year? If youre in the same been catching them on minnows and
boat as me at least you learned something  jigs. Chartreuse is always a productive

to apply this year. That’s a powerful thing  color, but silver has also been producing.
and why it’s okay to set lofty goals since  If conditions allow, don’t neglect trying
the lessons you learn along the way are the main river for them. They're eating
truly what you're after in the end. Maybe.  the herring and shad too. If you're not
A nice fish is a nice fish after all. Let’s get  getting snagged now and then you're not
after them then. speck fishing. Tight lines.

PARISH BINGO PLENTY OF LIGHTED  DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM
PARKING AND SECURITY  GAMES START AT 7:00PM
Bingo Night ab §t Joseph | ON THE PREMISES. GREAT  Cody Center - Tally Room
LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50°S FOOD, DRINKS, & SNACKS. 4152 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32223

Q
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& DOOR PRIZES NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAWS. .
849.0931(10)(A) Linda Gay
GAME DATES: Marketing & Sales
JAN 13 | FEB 10 | MAR 9 (904) 607-5062 cell
For more information, contact Vinny Terlizzi at Linda@FloridaNewsline.com

904-742-87717 or vaterlizzi@gmail.com

www.FloridaNewsline.com

Moms and babies need
special types of care.

We deliver both.

- ¥
8"
© Baptist Health 2023 2
To learn more or find an OB/GYN
who delivers at Baptist Health,
When you're expecting, you have questions. We help answer them. call 904.202.4HER (4437) or visit

. ) . baptistjax.com/baby.
Rest easy knowing that you and your baby are in the right hands.

That's because Baptist Health is the No. 1 health system in Northeast
Florida for maternity services and Wolfson Children’s provides the most AAA
sophisticated care for infants and children of all ages.

BAPTIST | Wolfson
HEALTH Children’s

Hospital

Physicians providing care at our hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospitals.
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Happ@ecure Inspired.
Center Academy

- Grades 4-12 . Since 1968

- ADHD/LD/ASD - New Campus

- Scholarships - Fully Accredited

Julington Creek
904.448.1956

www.CenterAcademy.com

DON'T LEAVE
YOUR FUTURE
T0 CHANGE

SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
e .

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

« Housekeeping

 24-hour security

o Delicious, chef-prepared dining options

« Fishing and boat docks

« Heated, outdoor swimming pool

A wide range of important aging services

« And more!

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

/@ Westminster
Woods

on Julington Creek
WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL

NoO Excuses Running Club
runners are state champs

Photo courtesy Jill Benavides
Five months of training paid off for the No Excuses Running Club girls’ and boys’
team again for the 2023 Cross Country season, with both teams earning the title of
Middle School Club Cross Country State Champions. When all cross country cat-
egories were combined, the No Excuses girls’ team came out as overall Florida MS
XC State Champions for two consecutive years. Sydney Johnson, Brianna Motycka,
Avery Hartley, Eva Delaney, Brynn Jenkins, Kaitlyn Chapman, and Amelia Flood
comprised the girls’ Elite Team while Dominic Johnson, Jordan Eriksen, Luke
Janke, Mathew Ishee, Daniel Itkin, Mathew Hurski, Harrison Lafser, Chase Petrick,
Austin Courson, and Graham Moore comprised the boys’ Elite Team. Both teams
are excited to build on the training from the XC season to train for success on the
track beginning early January.

Timberlin Creek's food drive benefitted
Betty Griffin House

Photo courtesy Kelli Gallant
Timberlin Creek Elementary School held its annual canned food drive to benefit
the Betty Griffin House Nov. 13 — Nov. 17. The school’s fifth grade Beta Club
coordinated the week-long event by collecting and boxing up the generous dona-
tions from parents, students, and faculty. These donations were picked up by Kenlie
Kubart, local Betty Griffin representative just in time for the Thanksgiving holidays.
Mission accomplished.

WELGOMETO =~
THE PLANET!

$€) OFF

any smoothie
or bowl

Buy any
: ¢ smoothie
: get one

(of equal or lesser value)

Planet Smoothie

Offer not valid on 120z size. Valid only at the location(s) listed below and while
rende oupol

Planet Smoothie

Offer not valid on 120z size. Valid only at the location(s) listed below and while
on at ti

eeeee

1/1004 37.0480©2022Kahala 1+ trans er
ved.

ohibited by law. Inter b
N \/\ooa 37048002022K hala Franchisi ing, L.L.C. All r ght
co Explratlon date 1/31/24

 transt
Cas|

: Franchising, L.L.C. Au gh

: Expiration date 1/31/24

1405 St Johns Parkway Ste 202
St Johns, FL 32259 | 904-217-0897

www.planetsmoothie.com/stores/19330




Q&A with Vicky Oakes cont. from pg. 7 after each general election. Even if you

didate list (in alphabetical order by have voted by mail in past elections,

last name) is Ryan L. Binkley, Chris
Christie, Ron DeSantis, Nikki R.
Haley, Asa Hutchinson, Vivek Ramas-
wamy, Donald J. Trump.

you still need to make a new request
for 2024.

Q: What should I be doing to pre-
pare for the Presidential Preference

President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. is the Primary Election?

only Democratic candidate for presi-
dent, and therefore, there will not be a
Democratic ballot in the PPP.

A: Check your voter status on our
website, www.votesjc.gov and make
sure that you are registered and that

Q: I would like to vote-by-mail. your voter information is current,

When is the deadline to request a
ballot to be mailed?

including your address. Make a vot-
ing plan: In St. Johns County, there’s

three ways to vote. Will you be voting
A: The last day to request a vote-by-

mail ballot to be mailed is March 7,
2024. Remember, due to state law
changes, vote-by-mail requests expire

on Election Day, early, or voting by
mail?

Lastly, know where to go for trusted

Beachside swimmers
compete at state

The Beachside High School swim
and dive team competed at the

3A State level in November. Girls
competed in the 200 IM relay plac-

Senior Peter Manelis placed sixth for
100 Breast and seventh for 100 Fly.
Diver Olivia Riegler placed 10th for
the state finals. State finalists from
Beachside High School consisted of
Haylee Hite, Gina Faunce, Jenna

ing 13th overall state level and the

boys competed at the 200 Free Relay
placing seventh at the state level. Albers, Kyra Lagoutaris, Peter Mane-
In addition, Beachside had three

swimmers and one diver competing

lis, Alejando Lopez-Romero, Nico

Garvey, Kohen Pitochelli and Olivia
in individual events. Junior Haylee Riegler. The Beachside swim and dive
Hite placed fourth overall for the

100 Back and ninth for the 200 IM.

team is coached by Lauren Huss and

Cyro Tavares.

Photo courtesy Glory Faunce
States team under the coaching of Lauren Huss and Cyro Tavares.

Al About

778 State Road 13, Suite 4
St Johns, FL 32259
904.679.5697

Your New

Your Local Dance Experts

e Adults-Teens-Kids

e Beginner to Advanced Schedulelyour
e Private and Group lessons FEREE'30/minute

- lesson today!
Wedding Packagesw - .Ih : .

-
&
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Ask About our

=

Venue Rental
Private Parties, Weddings or Special Events ©## %
200 person capacity - 4,000 Sq ft 3y

Visit our online Calendar and _ ¥
Class Schedule at
www.AABDance.com

election information. There is a lot

of misinformation, disinformation,
and malinformation that gets shared
around election time, and your Super-
visor of Elections is the trusted source
of information for Florida elections.
Visit our website at WWW.VOtesjC.gov,
or call the Elections Office with any
questions you may have. For updates,
subscribe to my monthly newsletter
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and follow the St. Johns County Su-
pervisor of Elections Office on Face-
book, X, Instagram, and LinkedIn.

Q: What is the best way for our
readers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at voakes@
votesjc.gov or call me at (904) 823-

2238. Our website, www.votesjc.gov
also has a wealth of information.

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

LN B L T T EE T

Introducing Oticon Real™ a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

Oticon Real helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

"

Call 904-262-5550 Today!
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com

You're invited to try
Oticon Real R/SK FREE

Y A48
Dr. Leslie A. Staverman STAVERMAN
Audiologist/Owner HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

Come in and bring a
loved one to receive:

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing

12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.

Areas of expertise include:

e Sports/school physicals
® Immunizations

e Well child visits

e Preventive/GYN exams
e Disease management

WE'VE MOVED!

904.287.2794

baptistprimarycare.net

Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
30 Ardisia Lane « St. Johns, FL 32259

Nina Mclntosh, PA-C, Sarah Hagerbrant, DO, Jaime Kibler, DO,
Donald J. Levine, MD, Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios,
PA-C, are dedicated to your family’s health through every stage of life.

They offer you and your family a medical home, where you can enjoy
an ongoing relationship with your personal physician. Convenient.
Caring. Connected. That's changing health care for good.

* Minor skin lesion and
mole removal

e Osteopathic treatment

¢ On-site lab

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

{ 'i‘BAPTIST
N Primary Care

© Baptist Health 2022
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I thought I was going to Bristol, Ten-
nessee, but upon arrival, I realized the
city lies within two states. The state
borders of Tennessee and Virginia run
down the middle of State Street. You
can stand with one foot in the Volun-
teer State and the other in the Old Do-
minion. Rather fun! I also found the
famous lighted Bristol Sign across from
the railroad station proclaiming Bristol
“A Good Place To Live.” The sign has

been in place since 1915.

Those who watched Ken Burn’s
documentary “Country Music” will be
drawn to Bristol to learn more about
the official Birthplace of Country
Music. Back in 1927, a Victor Talking
Machine music producer went to Bris-
tol to record artists performing their
songs. These recordings, known as the
Bristol Sessions, were not recorded on
multiple tracks with numerous takes
but captured in real time into one mi-

I thought | was going to Bristol, Tennessee

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

crophone. The Birthplace of Country
Music Museum, a Smithsonian affili-
ate, tells the story of these famous and
groundbreaking “Sessions.” A superb
introductory film explains how these
recordings brought country music into
mainstream households and catapulted
the Carter Family and Jimmie Rodg-
ers to fame. The attraction showcases
interactive exhibits, a working radio
station, fascinating memorabilia, the-
ater experiences, and video clips. Plan
to spend half a day having fun with
the hands-on displays and take a turn
recording a song in a sound room.

The city keeps its connection to coun-
try music, mountain music, old-time,
bluegrass, gospel, and blues with an

annual music reunion every September.

The Bristol Rhythm and Roots Music
Festival attracts thousands who come
to listen to performances on 10 differ-
ent stages around town. For three days,

Bristol Caverns.

the streets are closed to traffic, and
people stroll along enjoying top artists.

If you are a NASCAR fan, you will
know of another crowd-pleaser, the
Bristol Motor Speedway. The popular
race track hosts two major races each
year, plus multiple events at the Bristol
Dragway, one of NHRA’s best venues.

For a change of pace, head to Bris-

tol Caverns and take an invigorating
underground tour of sublime rock for-
mations. An underground river carved
the beautiful caverns some 200 million
years ago. Be sure to wear non-slippery
shoes and plan on constant year-round
temperatures between 50 and 60 de-
grees F

I stayed at the Hotel Bristol, far
above what I expected, and one of
the most excellent hotels ever. The
place makes ideal overnight lodging
for a road trip. The former Reynolds
building was turned into a bou-
tique hotel. They kept the Roman
arched entryway and provide over-
sized rooms, luxury bathrooms, and
dreamy beds. The hotel restaurant
surpasses your needs, and the rooftop
bar naturally serves barrel-aged Ten-
nessee whiskeys.

While in Bristol, consider lunch at the
Burger Bar, a classic 1942 diner with
some original décor. Another lunch-
time choice is Bloom, a woman-owned
business that’s become a favorite down-
town eatery.

For dinner, don’t miss Union 41, a
converted bus station offering culinary
delights from the award-winning Chef
T of the Food Network. Again, the
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Photos courtesy Debi Lander
The famous Bristol Sign.

quality and presentation of my meal
blew me away, and, of course, there
was live country music.

Bristol is part of The Crooked Road,

a 300-mile trail dedicated to musical
heritage. The trail winds through 19
counties, four cities, and more than 50
towns. It includes nine major venues
and more than 60 affiliated venues
and festivals. Carrie Beck, director of
the trail, says, “The venues and musi-
cians of the region are truly unique and
bring musical traditions to the visitors
and their communities. It’s authentic-
ity at its best.”

Both Northeast Tennessee and South-
west Virginia have a lot to offer travel-
ers. ExploreBristol.com.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s sto-
ries and travel tips.
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ALL THINGS POSSIBLE

Bolles.org | Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School

Learn more
about Bolles
GL&E program

AN

The globe is their campus.

The Bolles Global Learning and Engagement Program provides cultural exchanges throughout the year.
Plus, the School offers extensive travel opportunities around the world. While here, all grade levels receive advanced learning
in science, fine and performing arts, languages and athletics—all with a focus on global citizenship.




