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A Flag Retirement Ceremony will be held on Sunday,

Feb. 18 at 3 p.m.

Mandarin
Community
Club hosts Flag
Retirement
ceremony

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

The Mandarin Community Club
will once again host a Flag Retire-
ment ceremony with SAR (Sons of
the American Revolution) along with
members of DAR (Daughters of the
American Revolution) on Sunday,
Feb. 18 at 3 p.m.

The partnership between the orga-
nizations began years ago as a way
to ensure that American flags were
collected and properly retired with
respect. Members of SAR present

a unique and moving educational
program that traces the origin of the
American flag from its earliest days
to the present. The SAR group takes
hundreds of flags that the commu-
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Girls on the Run SoleMates Lace Up for a Cause

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Girtls on the Run SoleMates are chan-
neling their passion for physical activity
as they train with the aim of generating
essential scholarship funds for girls in
their local community. Studies indicate
that a girl’s self-confidence starts to
decline by age nine, coupled with a de-
crease in physical activity around age 10
that continues to decrease throughout
adolescence. SoleMates are dedicated to
altering those statistics. Throughout the
Girls on the Run program, girls develop
and improve competence, feel confi-
dence in who they are, develop strength
of character, respond to others and
themselves with care and compassion,
and create positive connections with
peers and adults. When the girls learn
these skills, they can ultimately contrib-
ute to the community and society. Sole-
Mates contribute to the advancement of
this impactful mission as they train for
physical activities, ensuring access to the

Photo courtesy Girls on the Run

Last year, Girls on the Run SoleMates raised $45,938, which translates to 306 Girls on the Run scholarships.

transformational program for all girls.
Last year, Girls on the Run SoleMates
raised $45,938, which translates to 306
Gitls on the Run scholarships.

SoleMates can train for a variety of
physical activities, whether it is counting
miles on the road, laps in a pool, reps

in the weight room, or downward dogs
in the studio. SoleMates that choose to
train for the 2024 Gate River Run on
March 2 will have access to the exclu-

sive SoleMates VIP Experience. The
SoleMates VIP Experience is a private
party for SoleMates and a guest before
and after the race in the air-conditioned
W]JCT building. The event includes free
parking near the finish line, rickshaw
rides to the starting line, free food and
beverages, indoor restrooms, gear stor-
age, and plenty of post-race pampering.
Visit https://www.gotrnefl.org/solemates
to register or learn more about becom-

ing a SoleMate.

River City Science Academy to host 11th annual STEM and Health Expo

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

River City Science Academy has an-
nounced the upcoming annual STEM
and Health Expo, scheduled for Feb.
3, at its Innovation campus located at
8160 Baymeadows Way W. The entire
community is invited to attend.

This year's Florida STEM and Health
Expo promises an exceptional experi-
ence, redefining the traditional county
science and health fair exposition in
Florida. Students from all six River City
Science Academy campuses will present
their scientific projects in an engaging
and unique setting, offering valuable
learning opportunities for families.

This cost-free, one-day event will
feature science demonstrations, STEM
educators, scientists, interactive experi-
ences, robotics, community health
advocates, medical experts, fire and
police departments, vendor booths, and
public servants. Attendees can also look

Boston
Scientific

Advancing science for life™

Photo courtesy River City Science Academy

River City Science Academy's annual Florida STEM & Health Expo will be held on Feb. 3.

forward to food trucks and entertain-
ment.

A notable addition to this year's Expo is
the inclusion of the Children’s Entrepre-
neur Market, a farmers market entirely
managed by kids. This provides young
individuals with the chance to showcase
and sell their crafts, gaining real-world

entrepreneurial experience.

The Expo will showcase interactive activi-
ties and a Kids Fun Zone with bounce

houses. And no event would be complete
without a delectable array of food trucks.

Visit flstemexpo.com to RSVP and for

more information.

Living with Parkinson’s Disease or Essential Tremor?

Join us to learn more about advanced treatment options to help manage your Disease.
Family and friends are welcome to attend this educational event. *FREE meal provided.

Option 2
Date: Tuesday March 5, 2023 » 11:30am
Location: 351 Town Plaza Ave, Suite 205,
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
Register to Attend: http://learndbs.com/1566

Option 1
Date: Tuesday February 13, 2023 « 6:00pm
Location: Aloft Hotel, 4812 Deer Lake Drive West,
Jacksonville, FL 32246
Register to Attend in Person: http://learndbs.com/1567

Hosted by: Alaine Keebaugh, PhD (c) 770-356-6410 | Speaker: Dr. Philip Tipton, MD, Mayo Clinic
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=&y feat feal ke they're on fira.”
“Each step feels like 'm walking through mud.”
*I livi In constant fear that 'l fall =

“Ican’t sleep. my hands and feet tingle all night.”

What do all of these people have In common?
They suffer from paripheral neuropathy. It's
estimated that more than 20 million people in the
United States have peripheral neuropathy.
Unfortunately this figure may be significantly
higher as the disease is often misdiagnosed
because of its wide aray of symploms.

Dr. Jann Turpin of Riverplace Acupuncture
Integrative Health in Jacksonville shares this
bellef. *I've bean treating neuropathy, in all its
varlous forms, for over one decade and 50 often
my patients come to me because of the
symptoms, not because of the diagnosis. They
saw one of my newspaper ads, or read the
testimonial of another patient, or spoke to another
patient and said to themselves, ‘hey, | feel the
same thing'.”

Liza B, testified to this, "Pain doesn’t wake ma at
night anymore and | can walk as much as | want to
all day without pain. I'm going to start exercising
on the treadmill, for the first time in years. These
ara things | couldnt do before seeing Dr. Jann
and galting acupunctura!”

Those disgnosed with peripheral neuropathy
often face a very grim reality; Western medicine
declares that there is no solution whila most
alternative therapies carry large price tags and
offer little 1o no resobve. Which ks why Dr. Turpin
and the staff at Riverplace Acupunciure price
themselves on being ‘the last resort with the best
resulis’,

Peripheral neuropathy is a result of damage to the
nernves and this damage is commonly caused by
lack of blood flow in the hands and feet. This
shortage results in a lack of nuirients; the neneas
then begin to degenerate and die which causes
pain ranging from discomfort to debilitating.
Bacause neuropathy is a degenarative condition,
once the nerves begin to deteriorate they will
continue to do 5o until they are completely
expired, leaving those suffering with severe
balance issuas. “In this case, the absence of pain is
not necessarily a good thing,” shares Dr. Turpin,
"This usually means that your nenves are hanging
by a thread.”

20 how exactly is Dr. Turpin able to reverse the
affects of this degenarative diseasa?
"Acupunctura has been used to increase blood
flow for thousands of years which helps to get the
necessary nutrignis to the affected nernves. But the
real magic happens whean | integrate ATP
Resonance BioTherapy ~. This is tech that was
originally developed by MASA to expedite
racovering and haaling.”

*1 just can't say enough about Dr. Jann,” Lisa
shared through tears of joy. “My husband and |
moved here 3 years ago and he's gone to the
beach almost every day. | always stayed home
because of the pain and discomfort. Yesterday |
walked on the beach with him! And next week
we're starting ballroom dancing lessons. | am
truly living life these days.”

By seamlessly blending the anclent sclence of
acupuncture with modern medical solutions, Dr.
Turpin has achieved a B0% success rate in
reversing the effects of neuropathy. She starts
aach patient with an initial consultation during

Peripheral Neuropathy Breakthrough!

which a sensory exam is performed. “This not anly
aids in making a proper diagnosis but it helps to
define just how much nerve damage has
accurred,” talls the doctor. *This is important
because if a patient has suffered more than 95%,
there is little that | can do to help them. I'm familiar
with the medical miracle but | know my limits as a
practitioner and the limits of my medicine.”

When it comes o treating peripheral neuropathy,
regardless of its origin, early detection greatly
improves your chances of a full recovery,

If you or someona you love is suffering with
chronic pain that presents as buming, tingling or
‘pinz and needles’ or you've recently been
diagnozsed with paripheral neuropathy, it's
important to know that thare are options. There is
hopeal

Call (204) 720 - BBET to schedule an initial
consultation or visit

wisw, Riverplace Acupunciure.com to read more
incredible success stories,

The PLAYERS Championship
March 12 -17, 2024

PUT YOUR BUSINESS AD IN
FRONT OF 28,000+ FANS!

Linda Gay

Marketing & Sales

(904) 607-5062 cell
Linda @ FloridaNewsline.com
www.FloridaNewsline.com

Championship
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Best Furry Friend
of the month

Publisher
Mark Pettus

Publisher@FloridaNewsLine.com

Editor
Martie Thompson Breed: F
Editor@FloridaNewsLine.com Golden Retriever ro m yo u r
Favorite Activity: f .
Bookkeeper 'I:
. ] P Hiking the Florida Trail with mommy rl e n C S a
Emily Whitehead Favorite food: '
Accounting@FloridaNewsLine.com Pepperoni M a n C a rl n
Social Media Favorite Friend: . |
SocialMedia@FloridaNewsLine.com . Grammy . N eWS _I n e '
How did my BFF get his name?
Advertising Sales Bodie is his name, but his nickname is Bodie
Bear. When he was a puppy he looked like a
Linda Gay polar bear cub!
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com %
(904) 607-5062 cell

Mandarin NewsLine community newspaper is a free monthly
publication delivered to gII addresses .in Zip Codes 32223,
256, end ;ﬁlf“;ﬂotggr'ggﬁ;’ foods ré';ei\f’ezfzbysuﬁ:g:fs'%? Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above
email, although email 1o editor@FloridaNewsLinecom s before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine. . L )
preferred. The writers' opinions do not necessarily reflect the Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine! 4 What's Happening in Mandarin

opinion of Florida NewsLine. Advertising Rates are available Email editor@floridanewsline com to enter your pet
by request. Florida Newsline is not responsible for : : 5 Q& Awi ,
with Lori Hershey

advertisement content or accuracy of information provided

by its advertisers Nor does Florida NewsLine endorse any

of the products or services included in this publication.

Florida NewsLine reserves the right to refuse advertisement

or copy from any advertiser. All rights are reserved and no

portion of this publication may be copied without the express
written consent of the publisher. ©2024.

7 Library news
12 Tree giveaway

Don't miss our March issue 15 Gardening

" - 2ang ' | J, featuring our Spring Home Improvement Guide!
01 Qo Deadline 2/16/24 16 Travel

Call Linda Gay today to reserve your space!
904.607.5062
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Brian E. Floro DMD, PA . >

General and Family Dentistry HAPPY 20% OFF

(904)268-0830 *+ www.florodental.com ‘ 7‘ v One Regularly
Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation ALENTINE S Priced Item

Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd. Valid in-store at the

BRIAN E.
FLORO

D.M.D. P.A.

General & Family Dentistry

11705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 « Jacksonville, FL 32223 participating stores listed.
Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird

Food, Optics, Gift Card, DSC
Memberships or Sale Items,

Exams and Cleanings ¢ Placing and Restoring Dental Implants

— e e e e e e = — — — —— =

Extractions ¢ Root Canals * Crowns and Bridges Oflgg::{euxs;ﬁgz Azp/pzlgl24
Veneers and Teeth Whitening ¢ Clear Braces with ClearCorrect ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER
\ /

New Patient Special Whitening for Life! e

!I
Exam, Digital X-Rays E
This offer is exclusive to self-pay :
patients and may not be used with any ~ :

insurance program. g Contact the office for details.

"’\qwd Bide Unlhmited

Nature Shop

St Johns Jax Beach World Golf Village
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd 4138 Third Street South 180 Capulet Drive #5
(next to Publix) (between Trader Joes & Staples) (At Murabella)

by Jcksonwlle Magazine

Must present coupon. Expires 2/29/2024 Must present coupon. Expires 2/29/2024 ‘r

Brian E. Floro DMD PA Brian E. Floro DMD PA .
11705 San lose Bivd. ® 268-0830 i 11705 San Jose Blvd. » 268-0830 Brian E. Floro DMD

904.230.3242 904.246.6832 904.209.5754
wbu.com/jacksonville wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach wbu.com/staugustine
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 1:30
p.m. at Mandarin Park (now known as Hazouri
Park). The courts are at the park entrance
next to the tennis courts. Try to get there a
few minutes early for court assignments.
Beginners are welcome. Just show up (a few
minutes before playing time), unless it rains.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every
Saturday, except on holiday weekends, at
7:30 a.m. at Mandarin Lutheran Church, 11900
San Jose Boulevard. Guests are welcome.
The meetings can also be attended online at
https://toastofjax.toastmastersclubs.org/.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the
second and fourth Tuesday of each month at
7 p.m. in the Kids' Building of Trinity Mandarin,
located at 2955 Orange Picker Road. This jam
is open to everyone and all levels of ability
are welcome. Come to play with the group or
just sit back and enjoy the music. For more
information, contact Burt Coulliette at (904)
302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming (with
all items donated to charity) meets every
Wednesday from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at Maple
Street Biscuit Company, 1627 Race Track
Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s Facebook
page (Playing HOOKie) or email playinghook-
ie2022@gmail.com for more information.

3rd: Walter Jones Historical Park
buildings, including the 1898 St.
Joseph's Mission Schoolhouse for African
American Children, the 1875 Webb Jones
Farmhouse, the 1876 Barn, and the Losco
Winery, will be open on Feb. 3 from 10 am. - 2
p.m. The Historic Mandarin Store & Post Of-
fice, located at 12471 Mandarin Road, will also
be open. Museum volunteers will be inside
each building for guided tours. Admission is
free; Donations help support the museum'’s
programming and operations. Visit www.
mandarinmuseum.org for more information.

3rd: Meet the Maple Leaf Divers at
the Mandarin Museum, 11964 Man-
darin Road, from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. on Saturday,
Feb. 3. This is an informal, conversational-
style event; drop in anytime within the two
hours to chat with Dr. Keith Holland and his
team and view the museum'’s expanded
Maple Leaf exhibit. Admission to Meet the

. <o .V

"7

Maple Leaf Divers and Mandarin Museum is
free. Donations help support the museum’s
programming and operations. For more
information, visit www.mandarinmuseum.org
or call (904) 268-0784.

4th: Music Under the Oaks com-
munity music jam, hosted by

the Mandarin Museum & Historical Society
and North Florida Folk Network will resume
underneath the beautiful trees in front of
Mandarin Museum on Sunday, Feb. 4 from

2 p.m. - 4 p.m. Bring a chair or blanket and
relax and listen. Mandarin Museum and the
1898 Schoolhouse will be open to visitors.
Visit www.mandarinmuseum.org or call (904)

268-0784 for more information.
6th: Honeybee Quilters Guild will
meet on Tuesday, Feb. 6 at 7 p.m.
at Mandarin Presbyterian Church at the
Loretto Road Campus in the Kids' Space at
2501 Loretto Road. Guild members will make
a presentation on Harbor Freight Notions.
Wearing masks is optional. New members/
guests welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org

for more information.

8th: “Easy Gardening” will be
presented at 10 a.m. on Feb. 8

at the Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto

Road. The public is invited to this free event.

Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org for more

information.

] Oth *Second Saturday Arts and
Farmers Market at First Christian

Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. on Feb. 10 from
9 am. - 1p.m. Visit www.facebook.com/Sec-
ondSatMarket/ for more information.

] Oth 'The Southern Genealogist's

Exchange Society will host a SGES
fundraiser and bus tour of the Old Arlington
area on Saturday, Feb. 10 from 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Meet at the Donut Shoppe, 1535
University Blvd. N, and visit areas of Empire
Point, Clifton, and Oak Haven including the
Marabanong house. The ticket price is $50 for
SGES current members and $55 for nonmem-
bers; every ticket directly supports geneal-
ogy initiatives. Only 22 seats are available.
Visit www.sgesjax.org or call (904) 778-1000
for more information.

Join us for The Brooke Davis Angel
Fund proceeds night at

WICKED BARLEY
4100 Baymeadows Road
Jacksonville, FL 32217

Monday, February 26th
From 4 - 9pm

/c?
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] Oth:Southside Multiple Sclero-

sis group meets on the second
Saturday of each month (this month on Feb.
10) at 2 p.m. at the JCA, 8505 San Jose Blvd.
Every other month there is a speaker and on
alternate months there are group discussions
on the current situation with our MS. Call
group leader Susan Armstron, (904) 396-1082
for more information.

] Zth *Parent Support Group with
Licensed Mental Health Counselor

Pattie Pallay will be held the second Monday
of each month (this month, Feb. 12) at 6 p.m.
in the Youth Hut of Lakewood Presbyterian
Church, 2001 University Blvd. This group is
for parents with children of all ages (birth -
adult) who are seeking support with children
who are neurodivergent, have physical
disabilities, are struggling with mental illness
or just daily life. There is no charge to attend;
visit www.Ipcjax.org/calendar to register.

] h » ‘Ask the Experts,” including
5t n a panel of Master Gardeners
available for questions, will be presented at
10 a.m. on Feb. 15 at the Mandarin Garden
Club, 2892 Loretto Road. The public is invited

to this free event. Visit www.mandaringar-
denclub.org for more information.

] 5th *Third Thursday Lecture
featuring a pictorial presentation

chronicling the Jaffa family's story of Holo-
caust survival and immigration to the United
States will be held on Feb. 15 from 6:30 p.m.

- 8:30 p.m. at the Mandarin Community Club,
12447 Mandarin Road. The lecture will be
hosted by Mandarin Museum in partnership
with The LID Jewish Family & Community
Services and Mandarin Community Club.
Admission is free and the event is open to the
community.

] gth *The All Star Quilters Guild
will meet at 9:30 a.m. for social-
izing prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday,
Feb. 19 at First Christian Church, 11924 San
Jose Blvd. The program includes show and
tell of Jelly Roll quilts. Sew and Tell is always
a feature. Guests are welcome. Visit www.
allstarquilters.org for more information.

zoth *“Plant Propagation” will be

presented at 10 a.m. on Feb. 20
at the Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto

Road. The public is invited to this free event.
Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org for more
information.

22th *Mandarin Women's Club's

monthly meeting and luncheon
will be held on Feb. 22 beginning at 10:30 a.m.
at the Ramada Inn Mandarin. The luncheon
will feature a sing-along with keyboardist/en-
tertainer Steve Fingers. The cost of the lunch
is $25 and reservations and payment must be
received by Feb. 15 by calling Jo-Ellen at (904)
635-8722 or emailing her at joshifty@aol.com.
Visit www.mandarinwomensclub.com for
more information and membership forms.

22nd:Mandarin Republican Club
will meet on Thursday, Feb. 22

at St. Mary's Seafood, 11290 Old St. Augustine
Road. Social time begins at 6 p.m. and the
meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. First time visitors
are welcome.

22nd:Basic 102 — Landscape De-

sign with Maintenance in Mind
will be presented by Extension Agent Tonya
Ashworth at 7 p.m. on Feb. 22 at the Mandarin
Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road. The public is
invited to this free event. Visit www.mandar-
ingardenclub.org for more information.

2 3rd *The Italian American Club of

Jacksonville will hold its popular
Spaghetti to Go on Friday, Feb. 23 from 5
p.m. until the spaghetti is gone at the club
building, 2838 Westberry Road. Take out only;
cash, credit and debit cards are accepted. No
phone orders. Visit www.iacofjacksonville.
com or call (904) 586-2700 for more informa-
tion.

2 4th *Exhibit Come to Life: The

Untold Story of Black Mandarin
hosted by Mandarin Museum, 11964 Mandarin
Road, will be held on Saturday, Feb. 24 from
10 am. - 2 p.m. All historic buildings in Walter
Jones Historical Park will be open to the
public. Greg Estevez, author of “Edisto: The
Migration to Florida," will be on hand to speak
to guests about Mandarin’s link to the Gullah
Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor and will
deliver a formal presentation in the School-
house at 12 p.m, Admission is free. Visit www.
mandarinmuseum.org or call (904) 268-0784
for more information.

TAX TIP

LET US SIMPLIFY YOUR ACCOUNTING NEEDS
44 years of serving clients!

- Tax Planning and Prep for Business/Individual
- QuickBooks Consulting/Training

« Church Accounting - Clergy Taxation

- Pension Plans -

IRAs

Wicked Barley will donate 10% of
the sales to BDAF during that time!

All donations go towards grants awarded
to board approved applicants for animals
« in need of medical veterinary care

" Brooke Davis Angel Fund Helping
i Hands for Paws in Need BDAF
is a 501¢3 Organization
¥ You can visit us online to donate
Brookedavisangelfund.org

New regulations for 2024 require most small corporations, LLCs (even if
sole-proprietor LLCs), and partnerships to report “beneficial ownership” information
to FinCEN. Beneficial ownership information is identifying information about the
individuals who directly or indirectly own or control at least 25% of the company.
Officers or individuals that substantially manage the company are also included in
“beneficial ownership”. Companies in existence prior to 1/1/2024 must file the initial
“BOI” report prior to 1/1/2025. Companies created after 1/1/2024 have 90 days to file
for the first year. Companies formed after 1/1/2025 will have 30 days. Companies
that are inactive with the state may be required to file.

Call today for your no cost consultation
No cost consultation limited to %2 hour.

904-880-3200 | www.dkbrierycpa.com

Located in the Julington Creek Business Park «12627 San Jose Blvd, Suite 601 « Jacksonville, Florida 32223

Dianne K. Briery
CPA PLC

Certified Public
Accountant




with Duval County School Board Member
Lori Hershey, District 7

Q: Can you comment on the upcom-
ing school choice registration?

A: It is time to explore your choice op-
tions for next school year. Registration is
open now and school visits can be made
by contacting your school of interest di-
rectly. We are a school district of choice
and provide multiple pathways for stu-
dents. District 7 continues to maintain
strong neighborhood schools.

Q: What should parents do if they

have questions about school choice?

A: You can register and learn more
about the array of opportunities by vis-
iting the school choice website: https://
dcps.duvalschools.org/Page/30851

We recommend reaching out to us by
email or by making an appointment to
meet with a specialist either in-person
or virtually. You can send an email to
School_choice@duvalschools.org. Re-
sponse time is within 48 hours.

Briefs

“Southern Fried Nuptials” to be staged at
Mandarin Community Club

Act II Players, Mandarin's Community
Theater, will present “Southern Fried
Nuptials,” a big-hearted comedy about
family, Southern-style, with perfor-
mances Feb. 3 — 4 and Feb. 9 —11 at the
Mandarin Community Club, 12447
Mandarin Road.

This is the sequel to “Southern Fried
Funeral.” Harlene is ready to settle down
and marry Atticus ... or is she? Ozella
Meeks ends up as the wedding coordina-
tor, Dorothy is still grieving two years
later over her husband’s death, Sammy
Jo is hiding a secret — and not very well
— and Dewey, Jr., is as confused as ever.
Then Harlene’s ex-boyfriend shows up
to reveal secrets she wants to stay secret.

Will the wedding take place?

Performances are Saturday, Feb. 3 at 2
p.m. and 7 p.m.; Sunday, Feb. 4 at 3
p.m.; Friday, Feb. 9 at 7 p.m.; Saturday,
Feb. 10 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.; and Sun-
day, Feb. 11 at 3 p.m.

Did you know the Mandarin Com-
munity Club was once the home of the
reputedly longest running amateur the-
ater group in the country known as the
Mandarin Players? The Mandarin Players
held regular performances at the Com-
munity Club for decades on the stage
that was added to the historic building
in the 1950s. In celebration of the club's
100th Anniversary live theater returned
to the Mandarin stage last spring with
ACT 1II Players. Tickets are available at
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/southern-
fried-nuptials-2900239 or at the door.

Community club’s membership drive in
progress

The Mandarin Community Club mem-
bership drive ofhicially began in January.
Part of the Mandarin community since
1923, the Mandarin Community Club
invites residents to become a member in
this historic community organization.
Membership is open to all interested par-

While we encourage you to make an
appointment, you are also welcome to
walk-in. (The Office of School Choice

is located at 4070 Boulevard Center

Dr. #200, Jacksonville, FL 32207) In-
person meetings take place at the School
Choice Office from 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Q: Do you have anything else to share
with District 72

A: Sheriff Bob Gualtieri, who has led on
ensuring school safety after Parkland,
will be at the Feb. 20 School Board
Workshop which will be held in the
Cline Auditorium. The focus of this

meeting will be school safety.
Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904)
390-2375.

ties, but should be of special interest to
those living within Mandarin.

Probably best known for the annual
Mandarin Art Festival held every Easter
weekend, the Mandarin Community

Photo courtesy Lynn Cuda
The Mandarin Community Club membership drive is
underway.

Club also hosts various events through-
out the year including a tree giveaway

in March, a Veterans Day celebration

in November, and a tree lighting cer-
emony and celebration in December. The
Mandarin Community Club is located

at 12447 Mandarin Road. Visit www.
mandarincommunityclub.org for more
information.

Mandarin Women'’s Club to host Sing-A-
Long

On Thursday, Feb. 22, the Mandarin
Women’s Club’s luncheon program will
feature a sing-a-long with keyboardist/
entertainer Stevie Fingers. He earned

a Bachelor of Music degree from Jack-
sonville University and has been in the
music industry for more than 40 years.
His program is more than just playing
a keyboard and singing; it is interactive,
humorous and nostalgic. Fingers has
performed for many organizations and
regularly entertained on the American
Cruise Lines riverboats.

Doors open for the luncheon at the
Ramada Inn Mandarin at 10:30 a.m. and
reservations are required. The luncheon

Briefs cont. on pg.7
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Dollar Glothing & Jewelry sale
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with Jacksonville City Council Member
Michael Boylan, District 6

Q: What is the final update on the
County Dock property?

A: Jeff Edwards, who led the neighbor-
hood committee that worked with the
applicant for the rezoning, confirmed
on Jan. 6 that the property was indeed
sold in December to an individual for
personal use and as such, the rezon-

ing application for this property was
withdrawn. Edwards has confirmed that
the purchasers intend to build only a
single family house on the property for
a family member and use the balance of
the land as an “old Mandarin farm.” Ap-
parently, the purchasers have a 50-year
history in Mandarin and are interested
in being good neighbors. They plan to
use the property in a manner consistent
with what the community hoped for,
including not removing live oaks and
improving the drainage of the property
with affected neighbors.

Q: Is there news on the old K-Mart
property on San Jose Boulevard?

A: I spoke with a representative of Ashe
Properties in mid-January and learned
that Home Depot has signed a lease on
this property. That’s all I know at this
point, but will definitely keep everyone
updated as I learn more.

Q: What is the procedure now for
exception requests that pertain to
businesses serving alcohol?

A: All exceptions such as this now go

exclusively through City Council and
not the Planning Commission. For
instance, there are a couple of requests
by restaurants in the Mandarin Landing
Shopping Center, Enza’s and the new
Another Broken Egg, to allow serving of
alcohol immediately outside their prem-
ises. [As of interview date of Jan. 17] 1
fully expect these to be approved at the
City Council meeting on Jan. 24.

Q: Do you have any Town Hall meet-
ings scheduled?

A: Yes, we plan to have one on Feb.

1 at 6 p.m. at the Mandarin Senior
Center, 3848 Hartley Road. This one
will concentrate on proceeding with my
effort to develop a Mandarin preserva-
tion/beautification initiative in the style
of the San Marco Preservation Society.

I have had positive conversations with
the Mandarin Community Club about
them potentially taking a leadership role
in this new organization. If anyone is
interested in learning more about this or
volunteering with the group, this would
be a good Town Hall to attend.

Q: Do you have anything else to share
with District 62

A: A new permanent bathroom struc-
ture will be constructed in summer
2024 in the parking area of the Juling-
ton - Durbin Creek Preserve. The park-

ing area will soon be narrowed down to

Q&A with Michael Boylan cont. on pg. 9
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Guest Column

An extraordinary leader:

Susie Scott

By Emily Lisska

The end of 2023 signaled the conclu-
sion of Susie Scott’s remarkable nine
consecutive years as president of the
Mandarin Community Club. In total,
Susie served 14 terms as president; it
was fitting in her final year that the
organization celebrated a century of
service.

Among her last official acts was wel-
coming Mayor Donna Deegan to the
club’s fourth annual Christmas Tree
Lighting, a project created during her
tenure to bring the community to-
gether in the midst of a pandemic. Her
leadership saw the club emerge from
the difficult time financially solvent.

Susie proved masterful working with
City Council members — in recent
years, Michael Boylan and the late
Tommy Hazouri. At the same time, she
led a dedicated volunteer board that
produced projects including the iconic
Mandarin Art Festival and an annual
tree give-away for Mandarin residents.
For a decade, Susie chaired the club’s
signature project, the Mandarin Art
Festival. A Mandarin tradition, it’s also
a funding source to support the club’s
mission.

In the early 2000s, she led develop-
ment of the club’s Billard Park project,
a property adjoining the club that
stands as a native Florida garden and
a site honoring military members.

In fact, recently the club’s footprint
increased significantly under her guid-
ance with the generous 2023 donation
of adjacent property from Marilyn
Carpenter, securing another magnifi-
cent piece of nature for Mandarin.

Her other leadership projects included
collecting hundreds of worn U.S. flags
and flag retirement ceremonies in coor-
dination with the Sons of the American
Revolution. Susie emphasized much
needed blood drives with OneBlood,
Holiday Mail for Heroes, Veterans Day
ceremonies, program coordination
with Mandarin Museum and Historical
Society and return of live theater to the
club featuring Act II Players.

Her early work with the Mandarin
overlay placed Susie in a unique posi-
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o

. G.R.OW.

i OUTDOOR E
SERVICES inc.

4’ - l:l F o FI_

.

AFTER

904-859-4188

atlantictree64@gmail.com

Photo courtesy Emily Lisska

Susie Scott leads the Mandarin Community Club's 100th
year celebration.

tion to lead the club on area plan-
ning concerns. She also served as an
outstanding steward of Mandarin’s
most important historic structure, the
1872 Mandarin School, known today
more commonly as the Mandarin
Community Club. Dealing with end-
less building issues, re-establishment
of the club’s non-profit status, and
paperwork, including grants to fund
tree purchases, historic fences and an
historic site marker for the club’s 100th
year were all in a day’s work for Susie.

As typical of Susie, she hasn't walked
away. She continues to serve on the
board as Mark Waterman assumes the
presidency. She'll chair the Mandarin
Art Festival once again and she contin-
ues to work with critical grant projects
to insure Mandarin’s welfare.

Susie, the epitome of unselfish service,
provided tireless leadership and ex-
uded deep and an abiding love for the
organization and Mandarin at large;
she will continue to do so. In fact, she
leaves a physical legacy of considerable
note — she is personally underwriting
construction of a pavilion, nestled in
giant oaks and foliage on club property,
enhancing the already important work

of the club.

Susie Scott is indeed an extraordinary
leader.
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BUSINESS!

Advertise with
Mandarin NewsLine!
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At your library:

Tax prep, storytimes, and youth

activities

By Jeremy Yates

mail@floridanewsline.com

Need help preparing your taxes?
Jacksonville Public Library is proud to
partner with the American Association
of Retired Persons (AARP) TaxAide
during the tax season to provide free

tax counseling and preparation services.
There is no income or age limit for assis-
tance; however, AARP sites cannot assist
rental property owners or small business
owners.

Mandarin Library: Thursdays from 1
p-m. — 6 p.m. Call (904) 419-3402 or
schedule online: tinyurl.com/TaxMan-
darinBranchLib

South Mandarin Library: Tuesdays from
1 p.m. — 5 p.m or Saturdays from 10
a.m. — 2 p.m. Call (904) 257-6520 or
schedule online: tinyurl.com/TaxSouth-
MandarinLib

Taxes are prepared by appointment only.
For other locations, call (904) 701-3462
or read the blog on jaxpubliclibrary.org.

The Friends of the South Mandarin
Library will host a Used Book Sale
Thursday and Friday, Feb. 15 and 16
from 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. and Saturday,
Feb. 17 from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. at the
South Mandarin Library (12125 San
Jose Blvd). You can fill a paper grocery
bag full of books for just $10 or a plastic
bag for $5 (the Friends will provide the

bags). Individual items will be $1 and
up with a wide selection of items for
every age — children, teens, and adults.

There are three opportunities every week
for Little Readers storytimes at South
Mandarin Library: Choose between
Mondays at 1:30 p.m., Thursdays at
10:15 a.m. or Thursdays at 11 a.m. At
the Mandarin Library, pre-K friends
and families can pick between the Little
Readers storytime on Fridays at 10:15
a.m. or 11 a.m. We also have Sensory
Friendly Storytime Wednesdays at 11
a.m.

School-age kids (nine to 12 years old):
Help us stop a mad scientist with even
greater feats of mad science! Mad Sci-
ence Lab runs Wednesdays at 4 p.m.

at the South Mandarin Library or
Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. at the Mandarin
Library.

Spy Lab at South Mandarin Library
Fridays at 11 a.m. is an eight-week long
Junior Secret Agent “training” program
that will immerse your homeschoolers,
aged 10 — 14, in a fictional clandes-
tine world where they’ll learn problem
solving and use all the cryptology tools
at their disposal to successfully thwart
the diabolical plans of a chaotic enemy
organization.

Teens: Batter Royale: A Dessert Deco-
rating Showdown is tak-
ing over Teen Advisory
Board on Feb. 23 from
4:45 p.m. — 5:45 p.m. at
South Mandarin Library.
You'll have 30 minutes
to decorate a pre-baked
dessert and take home
the 2024 championship
title.

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Library
AARP TaxAide will provide free tax counseling and preparation services at the
Mandarin and South Mandarin libraries.

Visit www.jaxpublicli-
brary.org/events for more
information.

Briefs cont.from pg.5

cost is $25 and your check must be
received by Thursday, Feb. 15. To make
reservations and obtain payment instruc-
tions, call Jo-Ellen at (904) 635-8722

or email her at joshifty@aol.com. Visit
www.mandarinwomensclub.com for
more information on events, photos, and
membership forms.

Mandarin Museum to host Third Thursday
Lecture Series: Our Mandarin Neighbors
On Feb. 15 at 6:30 p.m., Mandarin
Museum will host the first in a four-part
series of Third Thursday Lectures collec-
tively titled “Our Mandarin Neighbors.”
The series will feature Mandarin residents
whose poignant stories highlight the
diversity of the community.

Irene Jaffa and her son Andrew will
deliver the first pictorial presentation
chronicling their family’s harrowing

tale of Holocaust survival and eventual
immigration to the United States. This
installment is hosted in partnership with
The LJD Jewish Family & Community
Services and the Mandarin Community

Club.

Admission to Our Mandarin Neighbors

is free thanks to sponsors Endless Sum-
mer Roofing Co. and The Ritter Soares
Team with One Sotheby’s International
Realty.

The lecture will take place at the Manda-
rin Community Club located at 12447
Mandarin Road. For more information,
contact Mandarin Museum at (904)
268-0784 or visit mandarinmuseum.org.
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ANeryard Sy House

Celebrating M/ARDI GR/A$ all month long

Cajun inspired dishes & drink specials!

On the Menu...
Escargot a'la Bourguignonne
Oysters Bienville

Shrimp Etouffee

Po' Boy Sandwiches

Creole Green Beans

Warm Bread Pudding

and MORE!

www.BlueCrabCrabhouse.com (904) 260-2722

Call or visit us online today!

WE ARE OPEN!

# Serving Maryland inspired dishes in Jacksonville since 71996!

On Julington Creek Road - Off San Jose Blvd
Tues-Sat 4:30pm - 9pm
Sun 12pm - 9pm
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Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.
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Request The Best

When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care
following a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request the
best. During your stay, our #1 priority is to help you regain

your best quality of life and maximize your independence.

* Spacious therapy center
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A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Reading Night at Crown Point

Photos courtesy Mary Eyler
On Thursday, Dec. 14, Crown Point’s leadership events team held their third an-
nual “Reading Under the Stars” event. Crown Point families came out to experi-
ence the joy of reading holiday books and make handmade crafts to go along with
the stories. Families ate from the food trucks that were on site and enjoyed being
together with the whole community.

Greenland Pines celebrates second
consecutive “A" school rating,
technology upgrades

By Leslie Echt

mail@floridanewsline.com

Greenland Pines Elementary School
has once again achieved an impres-
sive “A” school rating for the second
consecutive year. This accomplishment
is a testament to the dedicated efforts
of the school's educators, students, and
the entire community.

The prestigious “A” rating, awarded
by the state's education department,
recognizes Greenland Pines Elemen-
tary for its commitment to providing
top-notch education and fostering an
environment that promotes academic
success.

Principal Michelle Hinkley said, "This
accomplishment is a reflection of the
hard work and determination of our
incredible staff, supportive parents,
and of course, our bright and eager
students.”

But the good news doesn't end there.
Greenland Pines Elementary is not
only excelling in academics, but is also
embracing cutting-edge technology to
enhance the learning experience for
students and teachers alike. The school
has recently undergone a transfor-
mative upgrade, bidding farewell to
outdated box TVs and welcoming
state-of-the-art digital screens in every

classroom.

The installation of these digital screens
marks a significant leap forward in the
school's technological infrastructure.
The new screens, with vibrant displays
and interactive capabilities, are set

to revolutionize the way lessons are
delivered and absorbed. Students can
look forward to a more engaging and
immersive learning environment, with
educational content brought to life in
vivid detail.

It’s not just the students who are
excited about the upgrade. Teachers

at Greenland Pines Elementary are
particularly thrilled with the inclusion
of microphones that seamlessly connect
to speakers in each classroom. This ad-
dition ensures that every word uttered
by the educators resonates clearly and
distinctly, overcoming the challenges of
traditional audio systems.

"This technology is a game-changer,”
said Hinkley. “Now, we can ensure that
every student hears their teacher loud
and clear, no matter where they are
seated in the classroom. It's a tremen-
dous boost for effective communication
and engagement.”

Leslie Echt is a Greenland Pines Elemen-
tary SAC member.

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates)
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.
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Brondy Conncill

For the months of December
and January, artist Brenda
Councill has held an Open
Studio at the Historic
Mandarin Store and Post
Office to allow community
members to observe her as
she works on her sculpture
of Harriet Beecher Stowe,
soon to be presented to

the Mandarin Museum. Its

a homecoming of sorts for
Councill, as she lived in Manda-
rin as a young girl when her father,
a CSX executive, was transferred to
Jacksonville. She lived here until 1987
when she moved to New York City to
open her art gallery and continue her
career. She still has family in the area
— three sisters and a brother — so she
visits Mandarin frequently. She cur-
rently lives in Blowing Rock, NC, “on
top of a mountain.” In Mandarin, she
is well known for her series of “Old
Mandarin” limited edition lithographs,
featuring iconic Mandarin landmarks
such as Mandarin Road, the Mandarin
Community Club, and the Episcopal
Church of our Saviour. Councill hand
colored each one with pastels and said
she had produced thousands of them
before the final one in 1991.

Q: Have you always been interested
in art?

A: Definitely. I was always drawing and
coloring from a young age. My mother
actually kept me out of kindergarten
because all I wanted to do was paint.
When I was seven years old, I painted
the World War I winged sculpture

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@floridanewsline.com

Photo by Martie Thompson
Brenda Councill working on her sculpture.

that is in Jacksonville’s Memorial Park
(“Life.”) I won a competition with this
painting and as a result, was able to
exhibit my works at the Jacksonville
Children’s Museum.

Q: Who inspired you to be an artist?

A: My parents encouraged me a lot. My
mom drove me to many after school art
lessons. My second grade teacher at San
Jose Elementary was Janet Jones, who
started the first initiative to protect

the Patriarch Oaks. I credit her with
helping me direct my creative efforts to
painting and sculpting. And then my
seventh grade history teacher at Du-
pont Middle School, Miss Carol Slosek
(now Mrs. Carol Russell), inspired my
love of history. I always try to infuse
history in my art. Finally, when I went
to Florida Junior College (as it was
then known), I had Mark Howard as
my art teacher. He was formative and
taught me printmaking, etching, and
engraving.

Q: How did the idea for the Harriet
Beecher Stowe sculpture come about?

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

A: About three years ago, I was talking
with Sandy Arpen of the Mandarin
Museum about how the museum
needed a permanent sculpture to
honor Harriet Beecher Stowe.
I made a little scale model
of what I had in mind and
everyone loved it. We
developed the idea for the
sculpture and then started
the fundraising process to
make it a reality. Donors
are vital and we have found
great support from the com-
munity. Plus we are asking
for corporate donations. We
have found that people are very
interested in having a permanent
memorial to Harriet Beecher Stowe.

Q: Can you describe your vision for
this sculpture?

A: I felt like we needed to tell a story.
Harriet Beecher Stowe was devoted to
education and helping freed slaves after
the war. This sculpture is a representa-
tion of two young boys who would
have worked in her orange grove.
Perhaps it is after their shift and she
has them sitting on orange crates and is
teaching them their letters or numbers.
We feel that this helps to tell the story
of her educational initiative. She left
such a rich legacy.

Q: What is the process to make this

sculpture?

A: ’'m making a life-sized sculpture

out of oil-based clay. It will go to the
foundry in February, where they will
make a mold and then pour hot mol-
ten bronze into the mold which will
displace the wax. This is known as the
“lost wax process” and it’s been used for
thousands of years. We hope to have

a formal unveiling of the sculpture at
the Mandarin Museum, between the
museum and the 1898 St. Joseph’s Mis-
sion Schoolhouse for African American

Children, in the fall.

MACULAR
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Mandarin Community Club cont. from pg.1

nity club collects throughout the year at
a collection box at its site on Mandarin
Road that was designed, constructed
and installed by Eagle Scout Patrick
Setzer. Flags that are worn, tattered

or damaged should not be flown and
should be properly retired.

The public is invited to attend and wit-
ness this solemn ceremony and share in
this patriotic duty of the retirement of

many US flags.

Q&A with Michael Boylan cont. from pg. 6

one lane to accommodate underground
utility construction for this facility. This
underground work is scheduled to be
completed by the end of March. Visitors
to this beautiful park are asked to drive
slowly, share the road with pedestrians
and bicycles, and follow instructions
from construction crews onsite.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Community members can email me
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
5200.

Send

us your
community
news!

editor@
floridanewsline.
com
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DEGENERATION

There are now various
treatment options for both
“wet” and GA that can reduce the
risk of significant vision loss
and preserve your sight
for many years.

Clay Eye
Physicians & Surgeons

If you’re experiencing
vision changes, give us a call:

904.272.2020
clayeye.com
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1. Gene type 35. Dog breed: __ Apso 1. DC Comics superhero 32. American time
5. Persian male given name 37. Stood up 2. Brew 34. No seats available
10. Type of protection 38. Direct and uninhibited 3. Play 35._ Stahl, journalist
12. Cloud 40. Authorless 4. Single-celled animals 36. Cleft lip
14. One who returns to life 41. Blocking type of drug (abbr.) 5. Rough to the touch 39. Talk incessantly
16. Gym class 42. Retrospective analysis (abbr.) 6. Small island (British) 40. Expresses atomic and
18. General's assistant (abbr.) 44. Root mean square (abbr.) 7. Often noted alongside cons molecular weights (abbr.)
19. Baby’s dining accessory 45. Macaws 8. Prepa.ration of rootstock 43. Apartof a fiver where
20. Enchantress 48. Actress Remini 9. Atomm. #44 ) ) the current is very fast
22. Prefix denoting “in a” 50. Polynesian wrapped skirt 10. Egyptian unit of capacity 44. Curdled milk
23. Spiritual leader 52. City of Angels hoops team (abbr.) 11. Abogt secretary 46. Runnm’g compi?tmons
25. Cavities 53. Fitzgerald and Baker are two 13. Particular groups 47. A team’s best pitcher
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28. Sweet potato 58. A way to alter ;? fmsr;mal term 2(9) ;]]:e bill in a restaurant
30. Pharaoh of Lower Egypt 63. Set of five SISty ey
23. Arbiter 61. City of Angels football
31.Land 65. Removes from the record 24. 007’
. o . X s creato team (abbr.)
33. More inquisitive 66. Dummies e .
67.S iod in offi 27. Czech name for Prague 62. Distinctive practice
- Set period in office 29. Groans 64. One quintillion bytes
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.
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SNIP’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments
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-Tree Removal
-Tree Trimming
-Stump Grinding
-Bush Hogging Services
Serving Jacksonville Florida Since 1990

RESIDENTIAL REMODELING
NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK

904-737-6337
WatsonConstructionGroup.com

Paul Oklevitch

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.
FL-5456A - LICENSED & INSURED

Call today! 904-379-5843 Office

www.showmetreeservice.com

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

Building Services: CBC1263291
HVAC: CAC1816040.

Plumbing: CFC057343
Electric: EC13010558

Licensed & Insured

American Eagle

awn Care

QUALITY SERVICES
LICENSED & INSURED

No CONTRACTS
FREE ESTIMATES

(904) 502-0891

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!
Catering to the needs of

the homeowner since 2002

Driveways -Walkways
*Pavers *Goncrete Removal
-Patios +Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Call for more info! (904) 886-4919




VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espaiiol

Dental insurance from
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400+
procedures. Real
dental insurance -
not just a discount
plan. Get your free
Information Kit with
details! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit.
Call 877-929-9587

Aging Roof? New
Homeowner? Got
Storm Damage?
You need a lo-
cal expert provider
that proudly stands
behind their work.

Fast, free estimate.
Financing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage clean-
up & restoration: A
small amount of wa-
ter can lead to major
damage and mold
growth in your home.
Our trusted profes-
sionals do complete
repairs to protect
your family and your
home's value! Call
24/7: 1-888-872-2809

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualifying
purchase* Call 1-855-
948-6176 today to
schedule afree quote.
It's not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move.

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule free
LeafFilter estimate

today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior
& Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty &
professional installs.
Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Carto Vet-
erans Today! Help and
Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally,
super-fastinternet no
matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/
mo! Unlimited Data is
Here. Stream Video.
Bundle TV & Inter-
net. Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

Become a published
author. We want to
read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing
trusted since 1920.
Consultation, produc-

tion, promotion & dis-
tribution. Call for free
author's guide 1-877-
729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For
190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Promo
Expires 12/31/24.
1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-in
tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service.
Now featuring our
free shower package
& $1600 off - limited
time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, Ameri-
ca's premier mobile
medical alert system.
Whether you're home
or away. For safety
& peace of mind.
No long term con-
tracts! Free brochure!
1-888-489-3936

Free high speed inter-
net if qualified. Govt.
pgm for recipients
of select pgms incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Hous-
ing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB
internet. Android tab-
let free w/one-time
$20 copay. Free ship-
ping. Call Maxsip Tele-
com! 1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Exp-
ertsOver $50,000,000
in timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in 2019,
Get free info package
& learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations.
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream - Car-
ries the most local
MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo
for 12 mos Stream on
20 devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
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It’s not just

a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty

with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call 866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Condtions apply.

B o
i o A o

Aa

F

T
L

— T SP£
— . ¢,
_. Call today and receive a 4 s,

- FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAF&STEP

wWaAaLK-IN TuB

1-855-417-1306

With purchase of @ new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Diagnosed with
lung cancer & 65+7
You may qualify for
a substantial cash
award. No obligation!
We've recovered mil-
lions. Let us help! Call
24/7 1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof w/
the best looking & lon-

gest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! 3 styles & mul-
tiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off in-
stall + Additional 10%
off install (military,
health & 1st respond-
ers.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel
caninstall a new, cus-
tom bath or shower

in as little as one day.
For a limited time,
we're cutting instal-
lation costs in half
and offering a FREE
safety upgrade! Ad-
ditional terms apply.
Subject to change
and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 3/31/24
Call 1-844-501-3208.

Accounts vary on Valentine's Day origins

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Valentine's Day is a bright light
in the middle of the winter.
Come Feb. 14, sweethearts cel-
ebrate their love and affection for
one another on this day devoted
to happy couples.

The origin of Valentine's Day has
generated much speculation over
the years. Most early accounts do
not point to heart-shaped boxes
filled with chocolates. Rather, a
few distinctive tales may paint
the picture of early Valentine's
Day, and they have nothing to do
with stuffed animals or romantic
dinners.

Roman festival: One of the earli-
est records of the term Valentine's
Day is traced to the Roman fes-
tival of Lupercalia, which was a
fertility festival. This annual event
held on Feb. 15 included animal
sacrifices and priests called the
Luperci who would take pieces of
animal hide and touch it to the
foreheads of women in the hopes
it would make them more fertile.
Fortunately for the squeamish
(and the sacrificial animals), Pope
Gelasius I ended Lupercalia and
replaced it with St. Valentine's

Day by the end of the fifth

century.

Two or three St. Valentines?
Most people attribute the origins
of Valentine's Day to the holi-
day's namesake, St. Valentine.
But it seems that Valentine was
the surname of a few different

individuals. According to His-
tory.com, the Catholic Church
recognizes at least three different
saints named Valentine or Valen-
tinus. One Valentine was a priest
during the reign of Emperor
Claudius II, who decided that
single men made better soldiers
than those with families or wives.
Claudius outlawed marriage for
young men. Valentine disagreed
with the decree and would per-
form marriages in secret. Oth-
ers believe it was St. Valentine
of Terni, a bishop beheaded by
Claudius II outside of Rome,
who was the true namesake.

Yet another Valentine may have
been jailed and fell in love with a
jailer's daughter while in prison.
He purportedly wrote to her, be-
ginning the first Valentine card or
letter tradition. Other stories say
the imprisoned Valentine actually
was writing to a blind woman he
purportedly healed, and signed
the note "from your Valentine."

It is hard to know who is who in
regard to the name Valentine, as
the stories and the people behind
them are used interchangeably.
Some historians believe they ac-
tually are the same person rather
than several Valentines, while
others insist there were multiple
martyred individuals.

However you slice it, the defiant
actions of one or more people
named "Valentine" set the course
for centuries of romance to fol-
low.

6 Valentine's Day traditions

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Sweethearts use Valentine's Day as an op-
portunity to show the people they care about
just how deep those feelings run. A 2023
survey from the National Retail Federation
found consumers expected to spend $25.9
billion on Valentine's Day, up from $23.9
billion in 2022. Forecasters suspect spending
is likely to increase this year as well.

Valentine's Day is awash in many differ-
ent customs. Here's a deep look at some of
those enduring traditions and others that
some may feel should be brought back into
favor or adopted entirely.

Handwritten cards: It's a common scene
each year in card retailers and pharmacies:
people three-deep in the aisle trying to pick
out Valentine's Day cards in the eleventh
hour. People can save themselves the hassle
of fighting the crowds if they make their
own handmade cards. In the 18th and 19th
centuries, sweethearts created unique cards
from scratch, according to Country Liv-
ing. And prior to products produced by
Hallmark and other greeting card compa-
nies, people used to send one another cards
customized with personalized messages.

Pampering gentlemen: It is common in
North America for Valentine's Day celebra-
tions to lean significantly toward favoring
women, who are often on the receiving
end of flowers and chocolates; however,

in South Korea and Japan, it is the men
who are pampered with such gifts. Women
purchase chocolates for their male partners,
family members and coworkers as tokens
of appreciation and affection. Never fear, a
month later on White Day (March 14) men

reciprocate with candy, cake and flowers.
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Bouquets: These days a dozen long-
stemmed red roses might be the norm for
Valentine's Day gifting; however, roses
weren't always the preferred flower for the
holiday. History.com reports that, in the
19th century, bouquets might contain all
sorts of flowers, each chosen to convey
certain messages. Individuals can research
the meanings behind certain flowers and put
together a Valentine's Day gift this year that
expresses exactly what they are feeling.

Puzzle purses: Sweethearts in Victorian Eng-
land created "puzzle purses,” which were a
series of love letters that could be read sepa-
rately, but also fit together to create a design
and message. These intricately folded sheets
of paper had parts of messages or verses
written on different corners and were meant
to be read in a specific order.

Heart-shaped chocolate boxes: British
chocolatier Richard Cadbury is credited
with creating the first heart-shaped box for
Valentine's Day. The boxes were intended
to be so beautiful they would be kept to
hold trinkets or love letters. Ornate choco-
late boxes are not quite as common today,
although the gifting of chocolate for the
holiday is still strong.

Celebrating in June? Many Brazilians skip
Valentine's Day in February and choose to
celebrate Saint Anthony, the patron saint

of marriage and matchmaking, on June 12.
Celebrating both is fine for those who prefer
to shower affection on loved ones multiple
times a year.
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Free trees! Annual tree giveaway at
Mandarin Community Club

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Hundreds of free trees will be available
to Mandarin homeowners on Saturday,
March 9 from 9 a.m. — 12 p.m. This
year there will be seven different species
to select from: Fringe, Redbud, Dahoon
Holly, Riverbirch, Sparkleberry, Yellow
Poplar and Shumard Oak. One tree

per household will be strictly enforced.
Master gardeners will be on hand to an-
swer questions about location, planting,
spacing, disease, and watering.

The Mandarin Community Club
launched this event after Hurricanes
Matthew and Irma devastated the tree

canopy in subsequent years, resulting in
the loss of thousands of trees from the
landscape of Mandarin. The community
club hosted its first giveaway in 2017
and since that initial giveaway, an esti-
mated 3000 trees have been returned to
yards and homes throughout Mandarin.

First formed as the Liberty League then
reorganized as the Mandarin Commu-
nity Club in 1923, the club celebrated
100 years of service to the community
in 2023. The Mandarin Community
Club is located on historic Mandarin
Road in the 1872 Mandarin Freedom
School building founded originally by
Harriett Beecher Stowe.

Photo courtesy Susie Scott

Volunteers and community members at a prior tree giveaway event,

PARISH BINGO
Bingo Might i §t Joseph

LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50°’S
& DOOR PRIZES

DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM
GAMES START AT 7:00PM
Cody Center - Tally Room
4152 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32223

PLENTY OF LIGHTED
PARKING AND SECURITY
ON THE PREMISES. GREAT

FOOD, DRINKS, & SNACKS.
NO CHILDREN ALLOWED
PER STATE LAWS.

849.0931(10)(A)

GAME DATES:
FEB 10 | MAR 9 | APR 13

For more information, contact Vinny Terlizzi at
904-742-8777 or vaterlizzi@egmail.com

Hotary bullds 66th wheelchalr ramp'
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Photo courtesy Steve Gallagher
On Oct. 21, 2023, nine members of the Mandarin Rotary Club built a wheel-
chair ramp at the home of Jonnell McRae. Club members provided all of the
labor, and Hart Felt Ministries provided all of the materials.

The ramps are built free of charge to assist mobility-impaired local homeown-
ers, making it much easier for them to enter and leave their homes, when they
otherwise would be essentially homebound. Pictured are Jonnell McRae with
Rotary members Ken McCauley, Robert Meek, Jock Hart, Leo Gurman, project
supervisor Louis Dunbar, and his wife, Jill Dunbar. Also participating in the
project but not pictured are Ray Wolford, Mac Coble, and Jeff Edwards.
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Call or email today!

Linda Gay
(904) 607-5062
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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Artists flock to Mandarin
to share their work

By NewsLine Staff

. . . . <«
. ’ . artistic process, Davis replies, “One of
mail@floridanewsline.com

the most significant lessons I've learned
as an artist is to trust the process. The
finished artwork isn’t formed in my
head before I paint it on the canvas, but
I've determined what path I’ll follow.
Perhaps some glimmer of an idea sparks
the first step, but then you are follow-
ing that idea to its destination without
quite knowing where you'll end up.
Each brushstroke is a decision that leads
us to the next one, and the magic of the
painting is responding honestly to the
artwork as it evolves. The challenge of
painting is staying in the present mo-
ment, refusing to take shortcuts, and
embracing the uncertainty. So much

of learning to paint has also taught me
about living a life.”

Mandarin Art Festival continues the
Easter family tradition on March 30

— 31, 2024 with locally and nationally
renowned artists. Snowbirds are expect-
ed from the Northeast, as well as artists
from Minnesota, Indiana, and even
from as far afield as Montana! Many
favorite artists are returning along with
more than 25 percent of the signups be-
ing new artists. From Tennessee comes a
young emerging artist, Lauchlan Davis,
whose vivid oil paintings celebrate
diversity and community in exciting
flourish.

“She’s playing with style and color in a
unique way,” says Susie Scott, Festival

chair.
More than 100 artists participate in this

juried art festival, set each year under
the live oaks at Mandarin Community
Club. A donation of $2 is suggested at
the gates. Parking will be handled oft-
site with free shuttle service. Food trucks
and entertainers are marking their calen-
dars for this rain or shine outdoor event
on March 30 and 31, 2024, on Saturday
from 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. and on Sunday
from 10 a.m. — 4 p.m. The Children’s
Art Show continues inside the historic
clubhouse with local elementary and
middle schools participating. There will
also be a Green Market offering locally
produced, unique products.

Davis has pursued painting profession-
ally for the last six years, once she gradu-
ated from the University of Virginia.
Having studied and written about art,
once she started painting on her own,
she says she found herself already fluent
in the language she was just learning to
speak.

“I was suddenly at that magic intersec-
tion of passion and curiosity that makes
practice feel like play. I realized that my
surroundings could be broken down
into color and shape and that I could
piece these fragments back into some-

thing new and lovely,” she says. - ) '
Visit mandarinartfestival.com for more

information.

When asked how she developed her
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Lauchlan Davis with some of her work.
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Give your brain what it needs
S0 you can hear hetter

Introducing Oticon Real™ a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

Oticon Real™ helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Owner

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

STAVERMAN

HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews
Call 904-262-5550 Today!

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing
12276 San Jose Bivd. , Suite #710

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com

DON'T LEAVE
YOUR FUTURE
TO CHANCE

SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
= T

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods

on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:
« Housekeeping
 24-hour security
« Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
« Fishing and boat docks
» Heated, outdoor swimming pool
» A wide range of important aging services
« And more!

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

@fos\Q .
Westminster

S &
Woods

on Julington Creek
WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL
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The
Pantry
Raiders

Valentine's Day is about expressing
love for special people in your life.
One way to do so is to pamper that
person as much as possible. That can
mean starting the day off with deli-
cious breakfast in bed. "Blackberry
Crunch Muffins" marry coffee cake
and muffin elements and tart ber-
ries for something that is equal parts
breakfast and dessert. Try this recipe,
courtesy of "Lord Honey Traditional
Southern Recipes with a Country
Bling Twist" (Pelican Publishing) by
Chef Jason Smith.

Blackberry Crunch Muffins
Serves 12

2 Y cups self-rising flour
1 cup white sugar

V4 cup brown sugar

V5 cup canola oil

2 eggs

2 tsp. vanilla

% cup full-fat buttermilk

1 V2 cups fresh or frozen blackberries

Zest of 1 lime

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Blackberry Crunch Muffins

Start off Valentine's Day
With breakfast ...

mail@floridanewsline.com

Crunch topping
V2 cup white sugar

V4 cup brown sugar, packed

V2 cup self-rising flour

V5 cup quick-cook oats

Y4 cup sweetened shredded coconut
Y5 cup chopped walnuts

5 tbsp. butter, at room temperature
1 tsp. ground cinnamon

V2 tsp. ground ginger

Glaze

2 cups powdered sugar
V2 tsp. salt

1 tsp. vanilla

Juice of 1 lime

Preheat oven to 375 E Grease or line a
12-hole muffin tin. In a mixing bowl,
whisk together the flour and sugars.
Add the oil, eggs, vanilla, and butter-
milk, and stir to combine.

In a small bowl, toss
the blackberries with 1
tablespoon flour, then
add the berries and zest
to the batter and lightly
fold them in. Place the
crunch topping ingredi-
ents in a bowl and mix
with a fork until large
crumbles form.

Divide the batter evenly
into the muffin tin,

and sprinkle tops with
crunch mixture. Bake

for 22 to 28 minutes or
until a toothpick comes
out clean. Remove from
oven and place on a cool-
ing rack. Place the glaze
ingredients in a bowl and
whisk until combined.
Drizzle over cooled muf-

fins.
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR H

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

License #W-32

1 3760 KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com [

While February can be one of the cold-
est months we have, it can also hold

a surprise warm up or two. It’s on the
cusp of spring and with the activities
that accompany that season, it can be
beneficial to look out for those warmer
days. The activities I'm referring to

are fish spawning and their prepara-
tions to do so. Many fish that spawn

in the spring are triggered by thermal
cues when the water warms to a certain
point. Not that February is peak spawn-
ing for most, but I would say that the
fish are at least changing their habits and
becoming pre-spawn as we say. If we get
multiple days in the 80s and the water
goes from the high 50s to the mid to
high 60s then I'd venture to say there’s

Photo courtesy Jimmy Tomazinis
Look for specks moving into the creeks this month.

Jimmy'’s Fishing Report

By limmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

going to be some spawning going on.
This is turning into a pretty good rant,
but I apparently have a lot of thoughts
on fish behavior. One last thing is that
just because they start spawning doesn’t
mean they can’t stop when the tempera-
tures drop. They usually do.

Two species locally that I'll be looking
for in this transitional month are specks
and bass. Speck fishing has been up and
down with fish being caught in the river
and creeks, but up until this point most
of the larger fish have been in the river
or near the creek mouths. I'd expect
more of those large fish to move into the
creeks preparing to spawn. You'll also
notice them being a lot plumper as the
females become full of eggs. The fish
will also start holding at more variable
depths. This is when I like using jigs
since you can cover the entire water
column. When you find where most of
the fish are staged you can stick with the
jig or switch over to minnows.

Bass will be moving closer to the shore-
line and you may even notice a few beds
being prepared in places with decent
water clarity. Females tend to be late to
the party, but will hang in the vicinity
of the beds until it’s their time to shine.
The best way to entice a big smart bass
is a wild shiner. If you're inclined to
throw artificials, then a swim bait or
large rubber worm might be the ticket.
Keep an eye out for warmer weather and
tight lines.

Bolles Upper School students build kitchen
for community center in Jamaica

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Six Bolles upper school
students traveled to Ja-
maica on a mission trip
with St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church’s youth group
during Winter Break to
help those living in the
small mountain town of
Mandeville.

Hallie Nelson *25,
Ellie Stewart 26,
William Barakat 26,
H Burkett "26, James
McCranie "26 and
Harrison Spencer 26
spent Jan. 1 — 6 build-
ing a kitchen for a
community center and
digging a seven-foot-
deep septic tank hole.
Bolles alumnus Dan
Dearing ’95 also joined
the students to assist
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them on their trip.

Photo courtesy Bolles
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In early February it can occasionally feel
like spring. As we know, Florida weather
has a habit of swinging from one ex-
treme to another, so the weather forecast
is part of a gardener’s arsenal.

Spring vegetables can be started indoors
from seed, but don’t delay. By getting
vegetable seedlings into the garden early
in the season, we can get a jump start
over insects that can explode in numbers
once temperatures start to climb. For
advice on what to plant in February,
check out http://tinyurl.com/bdzasdzw.

If you garden regularly in the same beds,
take care to rotate crops, preferably ac-
cording to plant families. Refer to this
simple table which lists the scientific
families and the common vegetables
within each family: heep://tinyurl.
com/47d2j4u6. Crop rotation helps to
discourage an overgrowth of pests and
diseases that favor similar crops, and

to balance soil nutrients, to a degree,

as some crops are heavier feeders than
others; however, Florida’s soils are typi-
cally sandy, so a balanced fertilizer is
recommended, according to the Florida
Vegetable Gardening Guide (htep://
tinyurl.com/32z8eckr). It bears repeat-
ing that this is a great resource even for
experienced gardeners.

If you have previously had prob-

lems with nematode damage, check
out this publication: http://tinyurl.
com/5n8br6wb. Common root-knot
nematodes reproduce in plant roots,
damaging the vascular system and
preventing water and nutrients moving
up into the plant. Plants just do not
thrive and we are deprived of our crop.
Soil rich in organic matter will be bet-
ter able to support plant growth in the
presence of nematodes, compared with
sandy soil, so adding compost can help.
Soil solarization can reduce nematode
populations, as well as other pests and
diseases, and is another simple practice
for homeowners.

Hand weeding allows us a close look at
what is going on in the yard. Like me,
you are probably finding seedlings of
plants that could be used to expand your
flowerbeds or fill in gaps that might
become apparent when spring growth is
underway. I pot up seedlings and grow
them in six-packs or small pots, rather

Spring is on the horizon

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

than move them to where I ultimately
want them to grow. This gives me
control over potential insect problems,
the young plants are easily protected in
a cold snap, and I can encourage strong
growth with weekly use of a dilute fertil-
izer. In January I potted Indian blanket
(Gaillardia sp.) and dotted horsemint
(Monarda punctata). 1 also have other
volunteers, like Virginia spiderwort
(Tradescantia ohiensis) and lance leaf
coreopsis (Coreopsis lanceolata), which
will be useful. Spiderwort is particularly
welcome early in the year for foraging
honeybees. Some of my plants were
blooming in mid-January, as were the
dainty flowers of native yellow wood
sorrel (Oxalis corniculata). If you find

it in your yard, be prepared to keep it
in check as it spreads by both seed and
stolons, or runners.

Redbud trees (Cercis canadensis) are
beginning to show a dusting of pink
against their gray bark. These flow-

ers are also a boon to insects at a time
of year when flowers aren’t abundant.
Red maple (Acer rubrum) is an attrac-
tive winter-flowering tree, and another
food source; however, its wide-spreading
surface roots can be a nuisance in a yard
and are more suited to moist woodland
edges.

I'm looking forward to my native Dar-
row’s blueberries (Vaccinium darrowii)
flowering; they already have tiny buds
in the leaf axils where the dainty pink
bell-like flowers will appear. Last year
there were plenty of berries which I had
hoped would be devoured by mocking
birds and other fruit lovers, but they
weren't as popular as I'd expected. So I
cooked them down with some cinna-
mon and dark brown sugar, which made
a tasty topping for vanilla ice cream.
Waste not, want not, as my grandmoth-
er used to say.

And before I sign off, remember that
“weed and feed” products are not
recommended for our north Florida
lawns. Annual weeds should be dealt
with before the spring green-up, with an
application of a pre-emergent product
when day temperatures reach 65°F to
70°F for four or five consecutive days.
Lawns need their first application of
fertilizer when they are actively growing.
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Mandarin Garden Club announces

semi-annual sale

By Joann Butler

mail@floridanewsline.com

The Mandarin Garden Club, 2892
Loretto Road, will be holding its semi-
annual clothing, jewelry and plant sale
on Friday and Saturday, March 1 and
2 from 9 a.m. — 2 p.m. each day. Gen-
tly used clothing for men, women and
children will be on sale for $1; items
from the Boutique and jewelry section
will be priced separately. In addition,
a pop-up plant sale outside in the gar-
dens will offer additional bargains on
green plants for local gardeners.

The Mandarin Garden Club is a
nonprofit organization that relies on
fundraising to support the club and

its gardens. The gardens have been
designated a Wildlife Habitat by the
National Wildlife federation. The
gardens are open to the public to enjoy
and learn about the beauty of nature
from dawn to dusk, except during
special rental dates.

Visit www.mandaringardenclub.
org to take a virtual tour or to learn
more.

Photo courtesy Joann Butler

The Mandarin Garden Club semi-annual sale offers something for everyone.
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I'd visited Munich, the Black Forest,
and Neuschwanstein Castle on previous
European trips, but never Berlin, the
capital of Germany. The city becomes
especially attractive for Baby Boomers
like myself, who recall the days when it
was sadly divided. We want to journey
through time, better understand the
history, and see the city's remarkable
transformation.

The story of the Berlin Wall remains
confusing. Back in 1961, the East Ger-
man authorities started building a bar-
rier through Berlin. A 100-mile fortified
concrete structure encircled and isolated
West Berlin from East Germany, acting
as the dividing line between capitalism

Berlin: The Wall and Beyond

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

and communism. The perimeter was
under the constant surveillance of armed
East German border guards who were
authorized to shoot anyone attempt-

ing to escape into the democratic West.
Many died. Finally, the political climate
warmed and the world witnessed the
start of the Wall’s demolition on Nov.

9, 1989. Eleven months later, East and
West Germany were reunited.

The city keeps remnants of the barrier
as vivid reminders of the divided past. I
started my tour at Checkpoint Charlie,
the tense border crossing during the
Cold War. I stood at the epicenter, the
same ground where East and West faced
each other. I toured the Wall Mu-
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seum, filled with memorabilia,
newspaper articles, photos, and
videos of both incredible escapes
pulled off with heroic efforts and
heartbreaking, tragic tales. I later
walked through the Brandenburg
Gate, the icon of the city that's
seen many changes in govern-
ment since construction in 1788.

Today, the energetic city of
Berlin is alive and thriving with
much more than Cold War histo-
ry. Downtown's Museum Island,
a UNESCO World Heritage site,
offers visitors five world-famous
museums. The impressive build-
ings house fantastic collections of
ancient artifacts and modern art.
(One could spend days here.) In
the Neues Museum, [ especially
enjoyed viewing the beautiful

bust of Nefertiti, which is more than
3,000 years old. FYI: the famous
Pergamon Museum recently closed for
major renovations.

I visited the ruins of the former King’s
Church, Kaiser-Wilhelm Kirche, whose
damaged tower roof is one of the best-
known symbols of Berlin. Attached

is a new blue-glass octagonal church.
Nearby rests the modern statue simply
named Berlin, a "broken chain" meant
to symbolize the severed connections
between West and East Berlin, their
closeness yet isolation on each side. (It
also reminds me of German pretzels!)

Berlin's culinary scene bursts with

a vast array of international flavors
and traditional German cuisine. The
luxury department store KaDeWe,
similar to Harrods in London, show-
cased a gourmet food hall and res-
taurants covering more than 7,500
square feet on the top floor. My late
fall visit did not include a local beer
garden, but I enjoyed classic German
dishes such as schnitzel, red cabbage,
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Palace Interior — Sanssouci.

and strudel in a typical Gast Haus or
pub.

Public transportation by bus and train
proved easy and affordable. I hopped on
a train for a day trip to Sanssouci Palace
in Potsdam, about half an hour away.
Touring the complex is like visiting
Versailles near Paris, so be prepared for
lots of walking and gobsmacking gold.
The grounds include multiple opulent
royal palaces, meticulously landscaped
gardens, and a fascinating glimpse into
Prussian history.

Berlin is more than just a contemporary
city for Boomers. It's full of younger
people engaging in a vibrant workplace
on lively streets filled with pop art, cul-
ture, and diverse activities. It's a blend
of history and modernity that provides
an unforgettable experience and leaves a
lasting imprint on those who visit.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories
and travel tips.
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