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BFF Best Furry Friend

Photo courtesy Lisa Farese
Landrum Middle School Spanish teacher Milka Rocha
was awarded the Adult Volunteer of the Year Award.

Landrum teacher
communicates
community in all
languages

By Lisa Farese
mail@floridanewsline.com

From morning greetings in Spanish
as students breeze through her class-
room doors, to cultural newsletters,
clubs, and service projects, Milka
Rocha, Landrum Middle School
teacher for 16 years and this year’s
recipient of the Adult Volunteer of
the Year Award, has taken foreign
language at Landrum and added
something special, something that
can be appreciated in any language
— community.

In addition to her teaching role,
Rocha encourages her students, and
those throughout the school, to give
back and embrace community in
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Exploring the cat-human bond

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

Lorri Reynolds would be the first to
admit that she is a “glorified chauffeur”
for her therapy cat Sooshi and that the
American short-hair feline is a well-
known celebrity. And that is just the
way Reynolds, Pet Partners of North-
east Florida board chair, likes it.

“She is a big deal,” said Reynolds, who
is a licensed instructor for Pet Partners
to teach handlers how to be a part of a
therapy team.

She has been volunteering with Pet
Partners since 2017, and Sooshi is the
first registered therapy cat for Pet Part-
ners of Northeast Florida. Sooshi, she
said, fills an important role by bringing
comfort and joy to anyone she visits,
often invited in by Hospice, businesses,
schools, and other organizations.

Reynolds has been nominated for 2024
Pet Partners Pet of the Year for her
support of Pet Partners and “for the
amazing demonstration of the human-
animal bond.” Sooshi, a rescue cat
originally named Hope, is seven years
old and got her name because she re-
minded Reynolds of the color of sushi
with her white and brown patches.
Reynolds sensed that Sooshi would be
a perfect match for pet therapy, but she
had to develop a trusting relationship
first. To do this, Reynolds took Sooshi
everywhere, essentially desensitizing the
cat to attention and activity.

Their relationship is at the heart of

a recent one-of-a-kind study focused
on therapy cat teams and the benefits
of time spent with cats. Reynolds, a
former Ponte Vedra Beach resident
who now lives in Green Cove Springs,
participated in the study, and said it
helps to break down the prejudices
and stigma sometimes associated with
cats.

“It also shows that you have to be really
dedicated to that animal and to your
relationship,” said Reynolds. “That’s

Boston
Scientific

Advancing science for life™

Option 1

Date: Tuesday February 13, 2023 « 6:00pm
Location: Aloft Hotel, 4812 Deer Lake Drive West,
Jacksonville, FL 32246
Register to Attend in Person: http://learndbs.com/1567

what makes a really good therapy
team.”

The study was conducted by Pet
Partners and Cat Person and investi-
gated the unique bond shared between
people and their pet cats. Most impor-
tantly, the study, funded by Cat Person,
highlighted the ways in which therapy
cat teams impact communities through
animal-assisted interventions (AAI) in
a variety of settings. AAI is a goal-ori-
ented and structured intervention that
intentionally incorporates animals in
health, education, and human service
for the purpose of therapeutic gains
and improved health and wellness.

Through a combination of survey
responses and interviews, participants
described the positive impact their cats
had on their daily lives. They identified
the traits that make their cat the right
fit for therapy animal work as well as
the measures they use to protect their
cat’s welfare during therapy visits.

“Anecdotally, we've always known that

Join us to learn more about advanced treatment options to help manage your Disease.
Family and friends are welcome to attend this educational event. *FREE meal provided.

Date: Tuesday March 5, 2023 » 11:30am
Location: 351 Town Plaza Ave, Suite 205,
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
Register to Attend: http://learndbs.com/1566

Photos courtesy Lorri Reynolds
Sooshi, a therapy cat lifting spirits wherever she goes.

people share meaningful relationships
with cats, reflected in the number of
requests we receive from facilities want-
ing therapy cat visits. Now we have

data to support this belief,” said Taylor
Chastain Grifhn, PhD, National Direc-
tor of AAI Advancement at Pet Partners.
“We are excited to have completed, to
our knowledge, the most comprehensive
study on cats as therapy animals and to
share results that call for a greater appre-
ciation of the cat-human bond.”

The information will be used to help
recruit more cat therapy teams, to

help people recognize that cats can be
therapy animals and to offer more pro-
grams to communities everywhere, said
Chastain. She added that the study was
conducted over a four-month period
with participants being very eager to
share information about their cats.

“We teamed up with Pet Partners to
put data behind what we know to be
true: that cats are loving, intuitive

Cat-human bond cont. on pg. 8

Living with Parkinson’s Disease or Essential Tremor?

Option 2

Hosted by: Alaine Keebaugh, PhD (c) 770-356-6410 | Speaker: Dr. Philip Tipton, MD, Mayo Clinic
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Briefs

Chocolate And Beyond: A sweet way to
support volunteers and teachers

The 31st annual Chocolate and Be-

yond event, a celebration of chocolate,
desserts, and other delectable culinary
treats, will be held on Saturday, Feb. 24
from 2 p.m. — 4 p.m. at The Classic Car
Museum of St. Augustine. Guests will
sample tasty treats from some of the area’s
finest restaurants and specialty shops, and
tickets will include a tour of the museum.
A silent auction and contests will also be
part of this fun and exciting afternoon.

This event is hosted by TASK — Teacher’s
Aid for Student Knowledge. Proceeds
from Chocolate and Beyond are utilized
to support RSVP of St. Johns County as
they recruit, train, and recognize senior
volunteers, as well as local teachers as
they receive special project grants. Tickets
can be purchased at https://taskstjohns.
ticketleap.com and will also be available
at the door.

St. Johns County announces polling
places for 2024

The St. Johns County Supervisor of Elec-
tions has officially published the polling

place list for the 2024 election cycle.

To accommodate growth in St. Johns
County, the number of election day poll-
ing places has increased from 41 to 43.
The number of precincts remains at 53.

Out of the 41 polling places used during
the 2022 election cycle, several facilities
were no longer available for use, and have
been relocated. Two additional poll-

ing places have been added for 2024 to
ensure safe, convenient, accessible voting
for St. Johns County voters.

The 2024 St. Johns County Polling Place
List is now available on the St. Johns
County Supervisor of Elections website
at www.votesjc.gov, and the website has
been updated to reflect the polling place
changes.

Affected voters residing in the precincts
whose election day polling places have
been relocated will receive updated voter
information cards in the mail,and should
review their new cards carefully. Voters
are encouraged to visit www.votesjc.gov
or contact the Supervisor of Elections
Office at (904) 823-2238 for additional

information regarding voting locations.

Advertise in the next issue
Call or email today!

Linda Gay
(904) 607-5062

Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

Council on Aging celebrates 50th
Anniversary

This year, local nonprofit St. Johns
County Council on Aging (COA)
celebrates 50 years of service to older
adults and caregivers in St. Johns
County, Florida. The 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization was founded 50
years ago by local concerned citizens
with a focus on providing essential
nutrition, transportation, and inde-
pendent living support services for our
community’s elders.

Since serving the first home-delivered
and congregate meals to seniors in
1974, COA has been on a journey to
empower our community’s elders to live
their best lives at every age. Now with
six senior centers and lifelong learning
centers, four memory care locations,
and transportation to all 600 square
miles of the county, COA is able to offer
older residents a much wider array of
life enhancing opportunities thanks to
the continued support of the St. Johns
County community.

While volunteers provided transportation
for seniors in the early days, COA now
offers door-to-door paratransit transpor-
tation services with a fleet of specialized
vehicles. In 2000, COA also established
the Sunshine Bus Company, providing
the first public transportation services for
the entire community as the St. Johns
County Government contracted pro-
vider.

In 2003, COA created the Sunshine
Center, licensed by AHCA #9081, a

therapeutic adult day care facility in St.
Augustine serving adults with special
needs, such as Alzheimer’s disease, de-
mentia, and other disorders. The center
also provides crucial respite time for care-
givers. With seed money from a legacy
gift received from St. Augustine resident
Mary Peck, COA constructed River
House in 2010, a lifelong learning center
set on the Matanzas River in downtown
St. Augustine.

Visit www.coasjc.org/ coa-50th-anniversa-
ry for more information.

Tale Tellers to host “Liar's Contest” at The
Waterworks

Tale Tellers of St. Augustine will hold a
“Liar’s Contest” on Sunday, Feb. 18, 2
p-m. at The Waterworks, 184 San Marco
Ave. Community members are invited to
tell their most outrageous stories at this
event. The contest will be hosted by Pat
Nease, a highly lauded liar. Sign up at the
door; prizes will be awarded to the best
liars.

Admission is $10; advance tickets and
sign up guidelines are available at www.
taletellers.org. Call (904) 540-0402 for

more information or reservations.

The Tale Tellers of St. Augustine is a
performing guild devoted to the advo-
cacy of storytelling as an art form and
entertainment medium. The organiza-
tion just celebrated its 30th anniver-
sary. Visit www.taletellers.org for more
information.

Peripheral Neuropathy Breakthrough!

“My feet feel like they're on fire.”

“Eanch step feels ke f'm walking through ma.”
1irve in constant fear that Pl fall.”

1 can't steep, my hands and feet tingle all night.”

What do all of these people have In common?
They suffer from peripheral neuropathy. IU's
estimated that more than 20 million people in the
Linitad States have paripheral nauropathy.
Unfortunately this figure may be significantly
higher as the diseasa is often misdiagnosed
bacause of its wide array of sympioms,

Dr. Jann Turpin of Riverplaca Acupuncture
Integrativa Health in Jacksonville shares this
belief. “rve bean traating neuropathy, in all its
various formsz, for over one decade and 3o often
my patients come to me because of the
symploms, not because of the diagnosis. They
saw one of my newspaper ads, or read the
testirnonial of anothar patent, of spoke 1o another
patient and zakd 1o themszelves, hey, | feel the
same thing'."

Lisa B. testified to this. *Pain doesn’t wake me at
night anymore and | can walk as much as Iwant to
all day withowt pain, I'm going to start exercising
an the treadmill, for the first time in years. These
are things | couldn’t do before seelng Dr. Jann
and getting acupunciure!”

Those diagnosed with peripheral neuropathy
often face a very grim reality, Western medicine
declares that thera is no solution while most
alternative therapies carry large price tags and
offer little to no resolve. Which s why Dr. Turpin
and the staff at Riverplace Acupunciure pride
thamselves on being the last resort with the best
results’.

Paripharal neuropathy s a result of damage to the
nerves and this damage Iz commonly caused by
lack of blood flow in the hands and feat. This
shortage results In a lack of nuirlents; the nerves
then begin to degenarate and die which causes
pain ranging from discomfort to debilitating.

Because neuropathy Is a degenerative condition,
anca the nerves bagin to deteriorate they will
continue to do so until they are completely
axpired, leaving those suffering with severa
balance issues. "In this case, the absence of pain is
nat necessarily a good thing,” shares Dr. Turpin,
“This usually means that your nerves are hanging
by a thread.”

50 how axactly is Dr. Turpin able to reverse the
effects of this degenerative disease?
"Acupunciure has been usad 1o Increase blood
flowy for thousands of yvears which helps to get the
necessary nutrients to the affected nerves. Bul the
real magic happens when | integrate ATP
Resonance BioTherapy ™. This is tech that was

originally developed by NASA to expedite
recovering and haaling.”

"I just can't say enough about Dr. Jann,” Lisa
shared through tears of joy. "My husband and |
moved here 3 years ago and he's gone to the
beach almost every day. | always stayed home
because of the pain and discomfort. Yesterday |
walked on the beach with himl And next waek

we're starting ballroom dancing lessons. |am
truly living life these days.”

By seamlessly blending the ancient science of
acupunciura with modern medical sodutions, Dr.
Turpdn has achieved a 80% success rata in
reversing the effects of neuropathy. She stars
each patiant with an initial consultation during

wihich a sensory axam is parformed, “This not only
alds in making a proper diagnosis but it helps to
define just how much nerve damage has
occurred,” tells the doctor, "This Is important
because if a patiant has sufferad more than 95%,
there is little that | can do to help them. I'm familiar
with the medical miracle but | know my limits as a
practitionar and the limits of my medicing.”

When It comes to treating peripheral neuropathy,
regardiess of its origin, early detection greatly
improves yvour chances of a full recovery.

If you or someone you love is suffering with
chronic pain that presants as buming, tingling or
"pins and needles’ or youve recently bean
diagnosed with paripharal nauropathy, it's
important 1o know that there are options. There s
haopea!

Call (904) 720 - BBRT to schedule an initial
consultation or visit

www. RiverplaceAcupunciune.com to read morns
incradible succass stones,
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Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.
Last month's Mystery Photo
was Flagler Health at Nocatee.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

AFFORDABLE ATI:R
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Best Furry Friend
of the month

Meet Betsy Bool

Giant Schnauzer

Playing with my toys

Getting a pup cupcake

My mommy

She has spunky personality and is
a giant cuddle bug!

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions
above before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw
the BFF contest in Ponte Vedra NewsLine. Your pet could be our BFF
of the month and appear in Ponte Vedra NewsLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

Don't miss our March issue
featuring our Spring Home Improvement Guide!
Deadline 2/16/24

Call Linda Gay today to reserve your space!
904.607.5062

Ponte Vedra NewsLine ® The CreekLine ® Mandarin NewsLine
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR Hi

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

St Johns Jax Beach
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd
(next to Publix)
904.230.3242

wbu.com/jacksonville

License #W-32

&7 3760 KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com [

"’\qwd e Unlinited

4138 Third Street South

(between Trader Joes & Staples)
904.246.6832
wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

—— o —— — ——

20% oFF

One Regularly
Priced Item

Valid in-store at the
participating stores listed.
Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird
Food, Optics, Gift Card, DSC
Memberships or Sale ltems,
Exclusions Apply.

Offer expires 2/29/24

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

~

— e e e e e e = — — — —— =

Nature Shop

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
wbu.com/staugustine
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Council on Aging offers interest groups at
the COA Center at Flagler Health+ Village at
Nocatee. Meetings are free and self-guided
except for the Caregiver's Support Group.
Advance registration for clubs and meetings
is required; email pbrunell@Stjohnscoa.com
or call (904) 819-3234. Tuesday clubs include:
Widows and Widowers social group, second
and fourth Tuesday of each month, 11 am. -
12:30 p.m. Wednesday groups include: Mah
Jongg Meet-up, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Palm Valley Market is held inside the
Palm Valley Community Center at 148 Canal
Road, every Tuesday from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. The
market offers fresh produce, baked goods,
local honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, jewelry,
plants and more. Visit the Palm Valley Market
Facebook page for more information.
2nd: The GTM Research Reserve
will hold a new volunteer orienta-
tion on Feb. 2 from 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Learn
about volunteer rules and responsibility as
well next steps to volunteering. Complete the
volunteer application online (www.gtmnerr,
org) before attending. Contact Abigail Kuhn at
Abigail Kuhn@FloridaDEPgov to assure that
your application was received.
3rd: Wellness events at Sawgrass
Village will be held every Saturday
in February from 10 am. - 1:30 p.m. Hosted by
Mind Body Social, all events are free and open
to the community. Events include wellness
classes such as yoga and barre, all held on

the lawn in front of ABC Liquors. Visit https://
mbs.events/sv/ for more information and to

register,
6th: Vicar's Landing monthly
Boutique Sale will be held Tuesday,
Feb. 6 from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 1000 Vicar's
Landing Way. The sale includes framed art,
14k gold, sterling silver, costume and designer
jewelry, antique and household furnishings
plus many decorative knick-knack items.
The public is welcome. Checks or cash only
please. The Vicar's Employee Scholarship
Fund receives the proceeds. Call Mary Lane
Johnson at (904) 612-9277 or Beverly Webb at
(904) 315-2610 for more information.
Bingo will be held at THE PLAY-

th:
6 ERS Community Senior Center, 175
Landrum Lane, on Tuesdays from 1p.m. - 2

p.m. for four weeks beginning Tuesday, Feb. 6.
Contact Suzanne Duvall at (904) 209-3659 for
more information and to register.

6th: Purely Social Happy Hour host-

ed by Ponte Vedra Woman's Club
will be held on Feb. 6 at 5:30 p.m. at Ponte
Vedra Outdoors, 377 S. Roscoe Blvd. Attendees
will order off of the menu for their drinks and
food. Visit www.pontevedrawomansclub.com
for more information,

6th: Essential Tremor Support Group
Meeting will be held on Tuesday,
Feb. 6 at 11 am. at Baptist HealthPlace at
Nocatee, 400 Colonnade Drive, Suite 130.
Stephen Morio with Insightec Focused Ultra-
sound will describe the incisionless treatment
for ET and gives an update on their new Jack-
sonville location. RSVP (free of charge) to Jan
Kary at jkary@verizon.net or (202) 438-6750.
7th: Coastal Friends will host its
monthly luncheon at Marsh Landing
Country Club, 25655 Marsh Landing Pkwy, on
Feb. 7 from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Guest speaker is
Kelly Munoz, Astrologist, who will be speaking
about astrology and how it affects our under-
standing of the psychology of people. The
cost is $25 and reservations must be made in

advance by contacting bartshar@comcast.
net as soon as possible.

8th — 17th: "Sound of Music” will be

staged at Christ Church, 400 San
Juan Drive. Tickets are available at CEC-som.
ticketleap.com. Email barbiekroberts@gmail.
com for more information.

9th; Food Truck Friday will be held

on Feb. 9 and Feb. 23 from 5:30
p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at Nocatee Station Field. This
event is open to the public.

]Oth: Palentine Party hosted by
Singles United will be held on Feb.
10 from 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. at Pussers Bar and
Grill, 816 Highway A1A N. Singles United is a
Christian singles ministry dedicated to bring-
ing singles together. Visit www.singlesunited.

org for more information.

]Oth: NE Florida Sisters in Crime
will meet on Feb. 10 from 10 am.

-12:30 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach Library.

Contact floridasistersincrime@gmail.com for

&JTCC BOLLES

|RontelVedra

more information.

]3th: Adult Coloring Club will meet
atthe Ponte Vedra Beach Branch

Library on Feb. 13 from 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. No

RSVP is required; bring a snack or drink for

yourself or to share. Visit sjcpls.org/branches/

ponte-vedra-beach-branch/ for more informa-

tion.

] 4th: Teen Video Game Tourna-
ment will be held at the Ponte
Viedra Beach Branch Library from 5:30 p.m.
- 6:30 p.m. on Feb. 14. Join the library staff for
single elimination Nintendo Switch tourna-
ment featuring Mario Kart and Super Smash
Brothers. This program is for students in
grades six through 12. RSVP is not required.
Visit sjcpls.org/branches/ponte-vedra-beach-

branch/ for more information.

] 5th: St. Johns County Republican
Party District 4 monthly meeting

will be held on the third Thursday of each

month (this month, Feb. 15) at 6:15 p.m. at

Palm Valley Community Center, 148 Canal

Blvd. Visit stjohns.gop for more information.

] h: The Nocatee Farmers Market:
Mardi Gras will be held on Satur-

day, Feb. 17 from 10 am. - 1 p.m. at Nocatee

Station Field. The Farmers Market is open to

the public.
Zoth: Friends of the Ponte Vedra
Beach Library Speaker Series
continues at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library on Tuesday, Feb. 20 with New York
Times bestselling author Lisa Black, who
works as a latent print examiner for the Cape
Coral, Florida police department. She's also
an award-winning author and will discuss
her newest release, “What Harms You" Doors
open at 6 p.m. and the event begins at 6:30
p.m. The Speaker Series is free and open to

the public.
2]31:: Ponte Vedra Woman's Club
will host its general meeting with
aluncheon on Feb. 21 at 11:45 am. at Marsh
Landing Country Club, 25655 Marsh Landing
Pkwy. Visit www.pontevedrawomansclub.
com/eventregistrations.php to register to
attend.

22nd: Free Tech Help with David

will be held on Thursday, Feb. 22
from 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra
Beach Branch Library. Drop in for tech as-
sistance with your Android, Apple, and Reader
devices; no RSVPs required. Visit sjcpls.org/
branches/ponte-vedra-beach-branch/ for

more information.
22nd: “Exploitation of the Elderly
and Disabled" a free lecture by
Megan Wall, St. Johns County Legal Aid, will
be presented at THE PLAYERS Community
Senior Center, 175 Landrum Lane, on Feh. 22
at11a.m. Contact Suzanne Duvall at (904) 209-
3659 for more information and to register.

23rd: The Savvy Job Hunters
Ministry Workshop will host a

free Zoom workshop, “Putting Your Profes-
sional Package Together and Preparing for
the Interview;' presented by Dr. Priscilla Berry,
owner and president of Berry and Associates,
on Feb. 23 from 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Email pot-

tesen66@gmail.com to register.
2 4th: Ponte Vedra Writers Group
welcomes award-winning poet
and author Shutta Crum, who will discuss the
truly important elements that every book for
a young reader must have, the 4Hs — heart,
hurt, hope and humor, at its meeting on
Saturday, Feb. 24 at 11 a.m. at the Ponte Vedra
Beach Branch Library. It is free and open to
the public. Visit wwwi.floridawriters.org for

more information.
s Ponte Vedra Democratic

26t 8 Club will hold its monthly

meeting on Monday, Feb. 26, at the Ponte
Vedra Beach Branch Library 101 Library Road.
Chat and Chew begins at 5:30 p.m. before the
meeting begins at 6 p.m. Featured speaker is
Nate Monroe, columnist at the Florida Times-
Union, Email PYDemClub@gmail.com for more

information.
29th: Check your blood pressure
with Nurse Fran at THE PLAYERS

Community Senior Center on Thursday, Feb.
29 from 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. There is no
charge for this event. Contact Suzanne Duvall
at (904) 209-3659 for more information.
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TENNIS FOR ALL AGES & LEVELS

« After-school Introductory Program

« High Performance

7400 5an Jose Blvd. | Jacksonville,

FL 32217 | (240)277-

« Adult Tennis

« Private Lessons

2303

REGISTERJTCC.ORG/BOLLES




Q: Do you have any Town Hall meet-
ings planned for 20242

A: Yes. I was thinking about what I
could do to start the New Year that
would serve my constituents, who
otherwise have to drive an hour to St.
Augustine for meetings. So, I have a
tentative date of March 21, at some
time in the evening, set up for a Town
Hall meeting at the Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library. In the next issue, I'll be
able to confirm this date and the time. I
want to hear from my constituents, who
will be able to just show up and ask any
questions they have. I'll have part of our
team from the county there to answer
any questions I might not know the
answer to and [ also plan to keep a list
of items for follow up.

Q: Do you plan to make this a regular

event?

A: I would like to make this happen
twice a year or maybe more, depend-
ing on constituent demand. I want to
be available to people in District 4 to
answer questions and hopefully solve
problems. I love this part of my job —
the best part is seeing things get accom-

plished.

Q: What can you tell us about play-
grounds in Ponte Vedra Beach?

with St. Johns County Commissioner
Krista Joseph District 4

A: We have some exciting news: there is
now a new and updated playground at
Cornerstone Park, near the Ponte Vedra
Concert Hall. We've needed this forever.
My favorite part is the new slide, which
is really unique and fun.

Q: What is the status of other play-

grounds in Ponte Vedra Beach?

A: There is also a park within Dolphin
Cove that not many people seem to
know about. It has just undergone some
interim improvements and upgrades
including a shade structure. This park
will be completely redone within the
next two years.

Also, at Bird Island Park, the boardwalk
replacement is almost complete. It is
now sturdy and new. The landscaping
has also been spruced up and this makes
the park more enjoyable and accessible.
And while you're there, be sure to stop
in at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library! I was just appointed as the new
County Commission liaison on the Li-
brary Advisory Board ... so I'll see you
at the library!

Q: What is the best way for our read-

ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at bee4kjo-
seph@sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 679-
2620.
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Eddie Creamer

Q: Do you have any legislative up-
dates to share?

A: The Florida legislature is now in ses-
sion and there are three bills related to
Homestead Exemption and assessment
caps that are worth noting. All relate
to the legislature’s concern for increases
in property taxes for Florida property

owners.
Q: What is the first bill?

A: The first one relates to the 10 percent
non-homestead exemption cap. Cur-
rently, school millages are excepted from
this cap, meaning homeowners still pay
the school millage. Bills introduced in
both the House and the Senate would
eliminate this exception. If these bills
become law, homeowners would not pay
school taxes on the cap.

Q: What is the second bill?

A: Again, there are both House and Sen-
ate companion bills. Currently, when an
owner applies for Homestead Exemp-
tion on a currently owned non-home-
stead property, deferred amounts related
to the 10 percent assessment limitation

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser

cap are removed. This could cause a
significant increase in taxes when the
property owner applies for Homestead
Exemption. If this legislation passes,
these deferred amounts would remain in
place.

Q: Finally, what is the third bill you

are watching?

A: Currently, the $50,000 Homestead
Exemption is in two $25,000 bands.
The first $25,000 of value is exempt (the
first band), the second $25,000 in value
is taxed and the third $25,000 of value
is exempt (the second band). If this
legislation passes the second band would
be increased to $50,000 and indexed to
inflation. This would effectively raise the
Homestead Exemption on most houses

in St. Johns County to $75,000.
Q: What is the best way for our read-

ers to contact you?

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500. It
is open Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m. — 5
p.m. Also, readers can email me at Ed-
die@sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 827-
5500.
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Q: When is our next election?

A: The first election of 2024 is the Presi-
dential Preference Primary Election on
March 19, 2024.

Q: Who is eligible to vote in the
Presidential Preference Primary Elec-
tion?

A: Only registered Republicans are eli-
gible to vote in the March 19 election.
Since Joseph Biden, Jr. is the only name
submitted by the Democratic Party of
Florida, there will not be a Democratic
ballot in this election. Due to Florida’s

with St. Johns County Supervisor
of Elections Vicky Oakes

closed primary laws, voters who are reg-
istered with no party affiliation (NPA)
or a minor party are not eligible to vote
in this election.

Q: Are there any upcoming deadlines
ahead of the election?

A: February 20, 2024, is the last day

to register to vote or change party af-
filiation for the Presidential Preference
Primary Election. To register or change
your party afhiliation, visit our website at
WWW.VOLESjC.gov.

Q: If I voted-by-mail in the 2022 elec-

“Before moving here, I had to

weather several storms. I was

alone and I was afraid. But here,

I was not afraid. Feeling safe and

secure made all the difference

during the storm.”

\ Delores, Resident at
Westminster St. Augustine

tions, do I automatically get a mail

ballot for 20242

A: No, vote-by-mail requests expired
after the 2022 General Election. If a
voter plans on voting-by-mail in 2024,
they must put a new request on file by
visiting www.votesjc.gov or calling the
Elections Office at (904) 823-2238. The
last day to request a ballot to be mailed
is March 7, 2024, by 5 p.m.

Q: When is early voting?

A: Early voting for the Presidential
Preference Primary Election will take
place from Saturday, March 9, through
Saturday, March 16, 2024, which
includes two Saturdays and one Sunday.
St. Johns County voters can visit any
early voting location during the hours
of voting, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, to cast
their ballot.

Q: Where do I vote on Election Day?

A: To find your Election Day polling
place, visit our website www.votesjc.gov
and click “Find My Polling Place.” Voters
can also call the Elections Office at (904)
823-2238. There have been some polling
place changes for the 2024 elections. Out
of the 41 polling places used during the

2022 election cycle, several facilities were

no longer available for use, and have been
relocated. Two additional polling places
have been added for 2024 to ensure

safe, convenient, accessible voting for

St. Johns County voters. Affected voters
residing in the precincts whose Election
Day polling places have been relocated
will receive updated voter information
cards in the mail and should review their
new cards carefully.

Q: Where can we find more informa-
tion about the Presidential Preference
Primary Election?

A: St. Johns County voters can look
forward to receiving the 2024 Presiden-
tial Preference Primary Election issue
of the St. Johns County Citizen’s Guide
to Registering and Voting ahead of the
upcoming March election. The guide
will explain the difference between the
three elections taking place this year, a
list of early voting locations, important
dates for voters, and more.

Q: What is the best way for our read-

ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at voakes@
votesjc.gov or call me at (904) 823-
2238. Our website, www.votesjc.gov
also has a wealth of information.

Advertise in the next issue
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Linda Gay
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Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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Q: Can you share some informa-
tion about the Seniors vs. Crime
initiative?

A: This is a special initiative in col-
laboration with Attorney General
Ashley Moody’s office. SJSO is the
32nd office in the state to partici-
pate in this project and the third one
under AG Moody. We officially
kicked off our partnership on Dec.
19, 2023 and are currently working
on cases.

Q: Can you describe the initiative?

A: Seniors vs. Crime is staffed

with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick

completely by volunteers and serves
approximately 50,000 seniors in St.
Johns County. The primary mis-
sion is to reduce the victimization of
senior citizens by scams and crimes
based on their age. There are three
primary objectives. First, to provide
education through various scam and
crime prevention programs. We are
able to tailor these presentations

for group size and demographics.
Second, to investigate complaints
and seek restitution for seniors. The
services are free of charge and any

Q&A with Sheriff Rob Hardwick cont. on pg. 10

Uniting the Community Through
Helping Others in Need

Since 2007 the St. Johns County Community has supported St. Johns
CARES, Inc. in aiding 40 non-profit organizations in St. Johns County.
These partner organizations work with our target populations of the

Elderly, Veterans, Homeless, Abused, Children and Animals.
Thank you to all who have made this possible: host donation sites,
individual donors, volunteers, and the caring staff of the non-profit
organizations. Your generosity is so greatly appreciated.

We care for
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Q: Do you have any updates on the
Teacher of the Year?

A: We will announce the district’s
Teacher of the Year on Feb. 1. It’s
exciting that three of the five finalists
are from District 4 this year. We have
an elementary school teacher (Kristen
Anderson, first grade teacher from Val-
ley Ridge Academy), a middle school
teacher (Samantha Gayso, an English/
Language Arts teacher from Landrum),
and a high school teacher (Duane
Spears, Master Chief of NJROTC at
Nease). We have so many deserving
teachers and it’s so fun to celebrate these
finalists as well as all of our amazing
teachers in St. Johns County.

Q: Are there any principal reassign-

ments to announce?

A: I'm excited to announce that Dr.
Jesse Gates has been selected to lead the
new Beacon Lakes K-8 school, “O0”
and Jill Hillier, previously assistant prin-
cipal at PVPV Rawlings Elementary will
step up and become principal of that
school. We're excited to welcome her
and while none of the staff at the school
wanted to lose Dr. Gates, they are happy
that Ms. Hillier was selected as the

new principal. One of the hallmarks of
growth is it provides opportunities for
wonderful people to shine.

Q: Can you address absenteeism in
our schools?

with all of ours

At UF Health, we care for your heart with all of ours. From developing lifesaving

procedures to providing routine services, there is no heart condition too simple

or too complex for the teams of caring professionals working together to provide

personalized treatment plans, delivered close to home.

Visit

to learn more.

with St. Johns County School Board
Member Kelly Barrera, District 4

A: There have been lots of conversations
lately about absenteeism in our schools.
School leaders would like to encour-
age parents to cut down on recreational
absenteeism. Of course, if your child

is sick, they should stay at home. But
we've worked so hard since COVID to
overcome learning gaps and absentee-
ism is hard on students as well as the
teachers who must re-teach material. We
ask parents to try to avoid scheduling
conflicts with school if possible.

Q: Do you have a legislative update?

A: The legislative session is underway and
we are thankful that initiatives toward
deregulation of education will con-

tinue and not be overshadowed by more
regulations. I was in Tallahassee for a
committee meeting before winter break,
advocating for our schools and students.
One bill addressing property taxes has
implications for our schools and is con-
cerning because our school district funds
are already tight and school districts are
limited in our variety of revenue sources.
Our district ofhice has already reduced ex-
penses by 15 percent and our school sites
are evaluating how to reduce expenses
outside the classroom in order to balance
this year’s budget.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at kelly.barrera@
stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at (904)
547-7510.

Health

ST. JOHNS
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Mulch Madness in full swing

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

Mulch Madness co-coordinator Kristina
Greco, who has two sons on the team,
said deliveries are made to about 600
residents of Ponte Vedra Beach and
Nocatee.

The 15th annual Mulch Madness fund-
raiser is underway, and the Ponte Vedra
High boys’ lacrosse team stands ready to
serve the community by hand delivering
16,000 bags of mulch during two days
in March.

“The amount of teamwork by parents,
coaches and our boys both in the weeks
leading up to the event, as well as the
weekend, is truly exceptional,” she said.
“The boys are doing this during their
season, with injuries and tired bodies
taking a backseat to the work needed to
be completed.”

“Mulch Madness is one of my favorite
weekends of the year. It is the one and
only time both players and their families
work hand-in-hand, and it is absolutely
amazing to watch,” said head varsity
coach Chris Polanski. “It serves as a
great team builder that forges our pro-
gram, which is already very tight, even
closer together.”

Greco said that Penske trucks are rented
to make deliveries directly to homes and
businesses. Parents also use their own
trucks when needed.

WELLNESS

CLASSES
EVERY SATURDAY

MOVIE NIGHT

AT THE LAWHN
FEBRUARY 17™ AT &P

FREE RSVP: WWW MBS.EVENTS/SV

175 Vilage Madn 5t Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
Lawn in frant of ABC Liquors

1 e with @ HIMD BODY SOCIAL

Tag avwgrisivlage_pvl §od BimkgrisEvilige
on instagram and thare your plchsres!

ne
THE TAILORED CLOS

www.tailoredcloset.com

(904) 645-0885

REQUEST A FREE CONSULTATION

Five different types of bagged mulch
are sold by the team, and the PGA Tour
provides an empty lot to stage the event.

The team will place the bags wherever
instructed by customers and work from
7 a.m. until 5 or 6 p.m. to get the job
done all weekend, she said. All money
earned goes towards the program for
travel expenses.

reco said that she and the team are
G d that she and the t
grateful to the repeat customers of

Mulch Madness over the years, adding
that the team could not achieve state
championship level lacrosse without the

community support.

Orders are currently being accepted un-
til March 6 and delivery will be March
23 - 24.

To place an order, go to Pvlax.com/
mulch-madness or visit https://pvlax.

com/mulch-madness/buy mulch/.

Photo courtesy Kristina Greco
Ponte Vedra boys' lacrosse players working the Mulch Madness weekend.

Cat-human bond cont. from pg. 1
beings that improve the mental health

and wellness of humans,” said Meghan

Knoll, Cat Person CEO.

Reynolds described the difference
between cat and dog therapy this way:
“Dogs are very engaging and want to
receive love. When someone asks for

cat therapy, they want to give love. It is

a much quieter visit.”

Reynolds added that there is no charge
for Pet Partners therapy services, and
they train nine different types of animals.

[Authors note: For more information about
Pet Partners locally or Sooshi, call or email
Reynolds at (904) 612-8952 or eachday-
ishis@gmail.com. 10 donate, send checks

to RO. Box 1485, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL
32004. For more information about Pet
Partners or to read the complete study, go to
petpartners.org and click on Publications.]
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Patrick O’Donnell and his
family love adventure travel,
healthy living, and mak-
ing an impact. It all be-
gan when Patrick met his
wife, Hunter O’Donnell,
while the two were both

on a college study abroad
trip through Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology, meeting for
the first time while studying in
England. They both loved to travel,
something they have since shared
with their children, James, 17 and
Davidson, 14, by spending a year
traveling the world in 2017. Hunter
homeschooled the boys while Pat-
rick was able to run his marketing
agency job remotely. While on that
trip, the family realized how much
they loved living on the coast and
began to search for their next home.
Also, while in New Zealand, Pat-
rick journaled about his goals and
envisioned his next job. “I wanted
to make a massive impact,” he said.
He researched and found a company
in St. Johns County, DLP Capital,
whose owner held the exact same
vision and values. Patrick accepted
a job there as the chief experience
officer, running the internal well-
being program for the company’s
employees and sharing the “Fit Life
Challenge” program. The family
also chose to move to Ponte Vedra
Beach because Hunter grew up in

Get to Know . ..

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Patrick 0'Donnell

Patrick O'Donnell

Mandarin and has family nearby.
When COVID hit, the O’Donnells
discovered a new mission while
participating in a fitness and nutri-
tion challenge that included avoiding
processed, sugar-loaded, and gluten-
filled food. “Our boys, 13 and 10 at
the time, were great at eating healthy
meals, but could not find any snacks
that were challenge compliant that
had a taste they loved,” said Patrick.
So, the O’Donnells created their
own healthy snack, a granola (minus
gluten, refined sugar, and artificial
sweeteners), and Inrive Performance
Nutrition was born. It has been fully
vetted and endorsed by James and
Davidson (who both play on their
respective school baseball teams)
along with friends and parents. The
family plans to introduce a granola
bar and a hydration stick this year,
and they recently launched with
Amazon.

Q: What was the most rewarding
part of creating Inrive?

A: Being able to create the change
we wanted to see by bringing truly
delicious, nutritious products to the

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

world that student athletes (and their

parents) love is fulfilling a dream,

but to be able to do this with our

family, our boys leading the taste

tests with their friends, and espe-
cially my teenage son so instru-
mental in driving this forward,
has been truly incredible.

Q: What is the meaning of the

name Inrive?

A: It comes from the words
“inspire” and “thrive.” It means

to make whole, mend or complete,
derived from the words “in,” mean-
ing not and “rive” meaning to split
apart, so to not split apart is to make
whole or mend. Yes, we made up this
word and its definition, but we love
it, and we hope that others are ready
to inspire, rise and thrive in life.

Q: During your year-long travel
adventure, where was the family’s
favorite location?

A: Of all the places we've been in the
world, all four of us would say our
favorite location is New Zealand.
Specifically, where we lived for nearly
three months — in a small beach
town on the North Shore, a couple
hours east of Auckland, called Mount
Maunganui, where we climbed an
old extinct volcano, went fishing in
the aptly named Bay of Plenty, hiked
to waterfalls, and the boys joined
baseball teams.

Q: What core values do you hold as

a family?

A: Celebrate life, be the change, lead
by example, take consistent action,
and make a difference.

[Author’s note: To listen to Pat-
rick’s podcast, go to “Live Fit, Ignite
Change.”]
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Landrum teacher cont. from pg.1

many ways, especially through example.
Rocha serves on the Leadership Team
and as the professional learning commu-
nity lead for the Spanish Department at
the school. She also oversees the interac-
tive, monthly student newsletter “;Qué
Pasa en Espafiol?”, which is created by
students and recaps activities occurring
in the various Spanish classes, updates
on the Latin and Culture Club, and
cultural information. Finally, together
Rocha and three other world language
teachers created the school’s Latin and

Language Club this year.

It was after being inspired by one of
her former students who had a passion
for volunteering that she spearheaded
her largest community project 11 years
ago. Rocha heard about the City Rescue
Mission on the news and their need for
Shoeboxes of Love — and decided this
was the perfect project for the middle
school. Now, thousands of shoeboxes
later, she continues this tradition each
November through December. She
collects anywhere from 400 to 500
Shoeboxes of Love each year, and stu-
dents from throughout the community
participate.

“Being involved at school has made me
a stronger person and better teacher,”
said Rocha.

And with every shoebox assembled

with love, she’s helping build a stronger
community and inspiring students and
others beyond the everyday curriculum.

Send us
your community
news!

editor@
floridanewsline.
com
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN
1. Gene type 35. Dog breed: __ Apso 1. DC Comics superhero 32. American time
5. Persian male given name 37. Stood up 2. Brew 34. No seats available
10. Type of protection 38. Direct and uninhibited 3. Play 35. _ Stahl, journalist
12. Cloud 40. Authorless 4. Single-celled animals 36. Cleft lip
14. One who returns to life 41. Blocking type of drug (abbr.) 5. Rough to the touch 39. Talk incessantly
16. Gym class 42. Retrospective analysis (abbr.) 6. Small island (British) 40. Expresses atomic and
18. General's assistant (abbr.) 44. Root mean square (abbr.) 7. Often noted alongside cons molecular weights (abbr.)
19. Baby’s dining accessory 45. Macaws f; Preparaizz of rootstock 43. A part of a river where
20. Enchantress 48. Actress Remini . Atomic the current is very fast
22. Prefix denoting “in a” 50. Polynesian wrapped skirt 10. Egyptian unit of capacity 44. Curdled milk
23. Spiritual leader 52. City of Angels hoops team (abbr.) 1. About secretary 46. Running competitions
25. Cavities 53. Fitzgerald and Baker are two 13. Particular groups 47. A team’s best pitcher
26. Relative biological 55. Bowling alley must-have i; ;?lf funrtatA that 2? \C;rtllzlaglman exglqrer
ffecti bbr. 56. A f 1 d . Make certain tha . World-renowned city
27. ; ozf (11\4/:2?15)5 (abbr.) 57. Et;?lvlili}; ;gl(:s in(l):zlila something occurs 54. Most common Japanese surname
28. Sweet potato 58. A way to alter é? ? :;;?Clal term 23 ?:e bill in a restaurant
30. Pharaoh of Lower Egypt 63. Set of five 23, Arbiter 61. City 0T Angels football
31. Land 65. Removes from the record 24 007’ creato ’ tear};l (abbrg)
33. More inquisitive 66.D umimies - 27. Czech name for Prague 62. Distinctive practice
67. Set period in office 29. Groans 64. One quintillion bytes
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Q&A with Sheriff Rob Hardwick cont. from pg. 7
money recovered goes back to the
victim. Third, the initiative provides
senior volunteers an opportunity to
learn new skills and provide a service
to our community’s senior citizens.

Q: What is the background of the

volunteers?

A: We found a retired FBI agent who

Community Marketplace

Call to advertise (904) 886-4919

now runs this unit. We have specially
trained volunteers in this project who
are really subject matter experts since
all are retired law enforcement offi-
cers, either local, state, or federal.

Q: What does SJSO provide to the

Seniors vs. Crime project?

A: We provide office space and equip-
ment. They actually have access to

all SJSO offices for work space for
interviews with senior citizen victims
to best serve our senior citizens. These
volunteers, and our detectives, depu-
ties, and staff all work side by side to
help seniors in St. Johns County. Far
too often we see our senior citizens
taken advantage of and are thrilled

to add this resource for our senior
citizens.

Q: How can senior citizens contact
Seniors vs. Crime volunteers if they
think they are a victim of a senior
crime?

A: Seniors who would like assistance
on a potential case or who might be
interested in being part of the vol-
unteer team should contact stjohns@
sveproject.org or call (904) 209-1432.

AIR CONDITIONING ¢ PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK
WatsonConstructionGroup.com

Building Services: CBC1263291
HVAC: CAC1816040.

Famntiim Sy hs
18

RESIDENTIAL REMODELING

904-737-6337

Plumbing: CFC057343
Electric: EC13010558

ahd Insured

Veteran Owned
e

eaton Movers LLC

Robbie Heaton
904-705-6133

Moving and Delivering
Cleanouts and Removals
Packing and Unpacking
Handyman Services

Here when you need us.

#* Pressure Washing
2% Drywall & Siding Repair

71X PAINTING

SERVICES INC

#* Interior & Exterior Painting

#¥ Popcorn Removal & Texture
Call JET for a FREE Estimate

E_ Top Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED
20 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE

904-866-9490

paintingservices@hotmail.com )

4 EXTERIOR CLEANING
4 EXTERIOR PAINTING & RESTORATION
4 HOT WASH & SOFT WASH

'ﬂ""‘ POW CcALL US TODAY: 904-622-3000

4 ROOF CLEANING
4 POOL ENCLOSURES
4 DOCKS & WALKWAY

Www. powwashjax com

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Call Linda 904-607-5062




VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espafiol

Water damage
cleanup & restora-
tion: Asmall amount
of water can lead to
major damage and
mold growth in your
home. Qur trusted
professionals do

complete repairs to

Job Finder:

Smiles by Glenos & Hadgis Orthodontists is hiring a new team member to
assist in providing the highest level of service in a fun fast paced environ-
ment. Excellent relationship skills & practical experience in supervision
and training in Orthodontics a plus. 401K, Health Ins, paid time off, retire-
ment plans offered. Must be able to commute between 32086 & 32259.
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It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call 866-643-0438 to

schedule your free quote!

Dental insurance
from Physicians
Mutual Insurance
Company. Cover-
age for 400+ proce-
dures. Real dental
insurance - not just
a discount plan. Get
your free Informa-
tion Kit with details!
1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.
com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call
877-929-9587

Aging Roof? New
Homeowner? Got
Storm Damage?
You need a local
expert provider
that proudly stands
behind their work.
Fast, free estimate.
Financing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091

protect your family
and your home's
value! Call 24/7:
1-888-872-2809

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator.
It's @ power move.

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter
estimate today.
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little

as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No
payments for 18
months! Lifetime
warranty & pro-
fessional installs.
Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally,
super-fast internet
no matter where
you live. 25 Mbps
just $59.99/mo! Un-
limited Data is Here.
Stream Video. Bun-
dle TV & Internet.
Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

Become a pub-
lished author. We
want to read your
book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted
since 1920. Con-
sultation, produc-

tion, promotion &
distribution. Call
for free author’s
guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For
190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart
HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions
apply. Promo Ex-
pires 12/31/24.
1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-
in tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and
service. Now featur-
ing our free shower
package & $1600
off - limited time!
Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, Ameri-
ca's premier mobile
medical alert sys-
tem. Whether you're

home or away. For
safety & peace
of mind. No long
term contracts!
Free brochure!
1-888-489-3936

Free high speed in-
ternet if qualified.
Govt. pgm for re-
cipients of select
pgms incl. Medic-
aid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet. An-
droid tablet free w/
one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping. Call
Maxsip Telecom!
1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Time-
share Cancella-
tion ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in
timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in
2019. Get free info
package & learn
how to get rid of
your timeshare!

*Terms and Condltions apply.

GENERAC
|

-

-

. - ” : spr‘/,,
-+ Call today and receive a L org,,
|

— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

® SAFENISTER

WALK-INTuB

Y 1.855-417-1306

With purchase of a hew Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

Free consultations.
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most
local MLB Games!
Choice Package
$89.99/mo for 12
mos Stream on 20
devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Diagnosed with
lung cancer & 65+7?
You may qualify

for a substantial
cash award. No
obligation! We've
recovered millions.
Let us help! Call
24/7 1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof
w/the best looking
& longest lasting
material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs!
3 styles & mul-
tiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Of-
fer up to 50% off
install + Addition-
al 10% off install
(military, health &

1st responders.)
1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little
as one day. For a
limited time, we're
cutting installation
costs in half and of-
fering a FREE safety
upgrade! Additional
terms apply. Sub-
ject to change and
vary by dealer. 0f-
fer ends 3/31/24
Call 1-844-501-3208.

PopHistory

By Scott A. Grant
mail@floridanewsline.com

Basketball became a competition sport
for the first time at the 1936 Olympics
in Berlin. I have often wondered if

the Germans added basketball as an
inducement to get us to come. If so, it
worked — despite some objections, the
USA went to Berlin and participated
in what has become known as the Nazi

Olympics.

So many stories have come out of those
Olympics. It seems like every time you
turn around there is a new book or
movie featuring some aspect of those
games. The secret is that, as everyone
in Hollywood knows, Nazis make great
villains. Take a relatively mundane
story about archaeology, rowing, or
basketball and throw in some Nazis
and you have drama!

In 1936, there were no real profession-
al basketball teams and no nationwide
NCAA Tournament. (The first NCAA
tourney would not happen for two
more years; Oregon beat Ohio State to
claim the first National Championship
in 1938.) The Olympic committee
decided to have a tournament to deter-

mine who would represent the USA in
those first Olympics. The best team in
the country was probably Long Island
University coached by the legendary
Claire Bee. Long Island University was
25 — 0 that year and in the midst of a
40-game winning streak; however, the
team was mostly Jewish and deter-
mined to boycott the games. Many
Jewish athletes boycotted those games,
with good reason.

After a series of regional tournaments,
the final eight gathered in New York
City at Madison Square Garden. There
were five college teams, the YMCA
Champions, and two Industrial teams
from the AAU championships. Those
two teams were sponsored by corpora-
tions and the players, usually former
college stars, had jobs that allowed
them to play basketball. One team
represented Universal Pictures and

the other represented the McPherson
Globe Refiners, an oil refinery in Kan-
sas. McPherson won the AAU champi-
onship. Universal finished second.

Universal beat the University of Arkan-

Beating the Nazis in basketball

sas in the first round and the Wilmerd-
ing YMCA in the second. Wilmerding
is out near Pittsburgh. It is a company
town built by Westinghouse Air Brake.
Most of the YMCA players also played
for Westinghouse. McPherson won its
first-round game and then beat Uni-
versity of Washington in the second
round, setting up a repeat of the AAU
final against Universal Pictures. This
time, Universal won. In the end they
took seven players from Universal, six
from McPherson, and one from the

University of Washington.

Getting to the Olympics proved dif-
ficult. Both teams lost their corporate
sponsorships. Neither Universal nor
McPherson wanted to be associ-

ated with the Nazi Olympics. Both
teams had to play their way across the
country to get to the ship to Germany.
When they got to Berlin there were
more problems. The Germans decided
to limit each team to seven players.
They also attempted to limit the size of
players to six feet, two inches tall. We
protested the height rule and split the
team in half to comply with the seven-

player rule. The games themselves were
played outdoors on a clay tennis court
with old-fashioned lace-up basketballs.
That was bad. Then it rained. Then it

poured.

In the finals, a mixed team of players
from both squads met the Canadi-

ans in a typhoon. It was impossible

to dribble and in the second half, we
mostly just held the ball, winning 19 —
8. The Canadian team was from Wind-
sor Ontario right across the river from
Detroit. They were sponsored by Ford
Motor Company and called themselves
the “V-8s.” The medals were awarded
by James Naismith, inventor of the
game. Gold to the United States, Silver
to Canada, and Bronze to Mexico.
Those would be the only Olympic
Medals Canada and Mexico would
ever win in the Olympic games.

Scott A. Grant is a local historian and
author. By day, he manages invest-
ments at Standfast Asset Management.
He welcomes your comments at scottg@
standfastic.com.
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Home Sweet Resort

Retire to luxury vacation-style living.

With the original Vicar's Landing at Sawgrass and Vicar's Landing at
Oak Bridge, now open, you have two incredible neighborhoods for

luxury retirement living. Both feature gorgeous homes, every amenity

security, and a warm, inviting community that truly feels like home.

Whether you choose Vicar's Landing at Sawgrass or Vicar's Landing

at Oak Bridge,

just don't

choose to wait. Thanks to high demand, space at both

neighborhoods is limited. Call us now to take a tour.

BVICARS | VICARS
LANDING | LANDING

% 1=  Life Choice Community™ S AWGRAS S OAK BNDGE
904.285.6000 | VicarsLanding.com




