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Girl Scouts  cont. on pg. 2

Bartram Trail cheer wins fifth 
consecutive state title

Support
our

Advertisers!

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Girl Scouts from Troop 2220 in 
Fruit Cove recently helped wild-
life — and in the process earned 
the prestigious Silver Award, the 
highest award a scout can earn 
during her middle school years. 
It all started when, during one of 
the troop’s camping trips to Camp 
Kateri in Hawthorne, Florida, the 
girls noticed that a lot of bushes 
and trees had been cleared from 
the property. 

The clearing was done to mitigate 
fire damage, but the troop wanted 
to do something to help the 
wildlife that they knew would be 
negatively impacted.

“The girls thought through how 
they could help the local wildlife 
reestablish their habitats,” Troop 
Leader Alicia Strang said. “This 
one thought evolved into two 

Girl Scouts earn 
Silver Award

Photos courtesy Jennifer Robertson

Girl Scouts from Troop 2220 with birdhouses.

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

“Pressure is a Privilege” is the mantra of 
the Bartram Trail High School varsity 
cheer team according to long-time coach 
Danielle Parker. On Feb. 2 in Lakeland, 
the cheerleaders won their fifth consecu-
tive Class 2A large division state cham-
pionship and Parker said that she made 
sure that all the team members knew they 
had something to live up to — and that 
it was a privilege to feel the pressure to 
perform. 

“Two of our athletes have been on the 
team for four years … and now have won 
four championships. Four for four,” she 
said. “You always want to win, of course, 
but this provided extra drive.”

As a high schooler, Parker cheered at Bar-
tram Trail herself and became the varsity 
head coach in 2012. This year’s victory 
joins previous titles in 2008, 2015, 2017, 
2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023.

Parker said tryouts for the team were 
held last April and practices began over 
the summer, continuing in earnest once 
school started in August. By November, 
they had added an extra day of practice 

for a total of three weekly.

New this year was a St. Johns County 
Championship, which included four dif-
ferent competitions between all eight St. 
Johns County high schools’ cheer teams. 
Parker knew of other counties in the state 
that have similar events and she said they 
modeled this championship after them.

“It’s important for the team to get in 

front of a crowd,” she said. “This helps to 
get ready for competition season.”

Scores from all four of the local competi-
tions were tallied and Bartram Trail was 
named the St. Johns County champion.

The Bartram Trail team qualified for 
the FHSAA state competition by plac-
ing second to Niceville in the regional 
event held in Port St. Joe in January. At 
the state competition, Niceville won the 
Class 1A title, while Bartram Trail won 
the Class 2A title.

The team also placed second in the Uni-
versal Cheerleaders Association (UCA) 
regional competition held in December. 
This qualified them for the UCA national 
competition at Wide World of Sports at 
Walt Disney World, Feb. 9 – 11, where 
the varsity team finished 12th out of 58 
teams. 

“I think focusing this year on performing 
under pressure really helped us,” Parker 
said. “Performances never go perfectly, 
but it’s important to be smart cheerlead-
ers and save the stunt. Pressure is indeed 
a privilege.”

Photos courtesy Danielle Parker

The Bartram Trail varsity cheer team won its fifth consecutive state championship in February.

 The Bartram Trail varsity cheer team finished 12 nationally out of 58 teams at Wide World of Sports.
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“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

St. Joseph's

EASTER FLOWERS
11730 Old Saint Augustine Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32258

Tuesday, March 26th - 
Saturday, March 30th. 

Opens at 10 AM.
For more Information

call or text  904-742-8777 Vincent

SATURDAY, MARCH 9

APRIL 13
MAY 18
JUNE 8

APRIL 13
MAY 18
JUNE 8

projects — birdhouses and bat boxes.”

To qualify for the Silver Award, scouts 
can work in small groups of up to 
three girls and have to put in 50 
hours of work identifying a problem 
and taking action to make a differ-
ence. For Troop 2220, six of the nine 
scouts (two projects with three girls 
each) worked on the birdhouses and 
bat boxes. 

“Part of the Silver Award is educat-
ing others on why we felt our projects 
were important and that is why we 
created signage that was installed at 
Camp Kateri along with the bird-

houses and bat boxes,” said Strang. 
“This way, future campers would not 
only learn about our project and the 
importance of protecting the wildlife, 
but also have some guidance on how 
they could also make a difference as 
we included links for making their 
own.”

Strang said the troop earned certifica-
tion from the Florida Wildlife Fed-
eration for their birdhouses and bat 
boxes. 

Troop 2220 was started in 2017 when 
the girls were in kindergarten and 
first grade. The troop is still together 
and the girls are now between 12 and 
14 years old.

Girl Scouts from Troop 2220 with informative signage.

Girl Scouts  cont. from pg. 1
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Breed: 

Giant Schnauzer

Favorite Activity: 

Playing with her dog sister, Rose

Favorite Treat: 

Peanut butter 

Favorite Friend: 

Anyone who will play with her!

How did your BFF get their name? 

Our other dog’s name is Rose, so we 

decided on another plant name and we 

picked Ivy.
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers activi-
ties for seniors on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings at 6795 Collier Road in 
Orangedale. Cards, crafts and games start 
each day at 9 a.m. with trivia, nutrition/exer-
cise, Bunco and Bingo among the additional 
activities before lunch at 11:30 a.m. each day. 
Contact Program Coordinator Myra Fisher at 
(904) 209-3658 or mfisher@coasjc.org for 
more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who 
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming (with 
all items donated to charity) meets every 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at Maple 
Street Biscuit Company, 1627 Race Track 
Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s Facebook 
page (Playing HOOKie) or email playinghook-
ie2022@gmail.com for more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays the 
game of “Hand, Knee, and Foot” on Wednes-
days. If you are interested in joining, please 
call (904) 230-6962 and leave a message.

4th: ESOL Learn to Read, with 
partners at Learn to Read St. 

Johns, will be held on Monday, March 4. The 
beginner class is from 3:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. 
and the intermediate and/or conversation 
class is from 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. Register 
at www.sjcpls.org. Walkins will be welcome 
as space allows. Call 904-827-6960 or email 
Donna at dbraasch@sjcfl.us for more infor-
mation.

5th: Honeybee Quilters Guild 
will meet on Tuesday, March 5 at 7 

p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian Church at the 
Loretto Road Campus in the Kids’ Space at 
2501 Loretto Road. Featured will be a recap of 
the AQS Daytona Show. Wearing masks is op-
tional. New members/guests welcome. Visit 
honeybeequilters.org for more information.

5th: Happy Hookers crochet 
group will meet at the Bartram 

Trail Branch Library on March 5 from 5:30 
p.m. – 6:45 p.m. The group crochets or knits 
blankets for cancer patients at area hospitals. 
All skill levels are welcome. Visit www.sjcpls.
org or call (904) 827-6960.

6th: Widow to Widow, support 
group for widows by widows 

is held at Council on Aging (COA) River 
House, 179 Marine Street in St. Augustine on 
Wednesdays beginning March 6 from 11:45 
a.m. – 12:45 p.m. Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday 
– Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.org for 
more information. 

7th: Open Game Play at Council 
on Aging (COA) River House, 179 

Marine Street in St. Augustine. Bring your 
deck of cards or board game (there are also 
games available at River House) and socialize 
over a friendly game of your choosing every 
Thursday beginning March 7 from 12:15 p.m. 
– 3:15 p.m. Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday – 
Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.org for 
more information.

9th: The Friends of Alpine Park 
meets the second Saturday of 

each month (this month, March 9) at 11 a.m. 
at the Harris-Bennett Farmhouse in Alpine 
Groves Park, 2060 State Road 13. Docents 
will conduct tours of the historic farmhouse 
from 12 p.m. – 2 p.m. As always, the public is 
invited. Email friendsofalpinepark@gmail.com 
for more information.

9th: The Bartram Trail Genealogy 
Club meets the second Saturday of 

each month (this month, March 9) from 2 p.m. 
– 4 p.m. at the Bartram Trail Branch Library. 
The meeting will feature a review of mem-
bers’ participation in RootsTech 2024. Email 
ginglish@comcast.net for more information. 
Visit www.facebook.com/groups/BTGenClub-

Group to send a request to join the club.

11th: The Northwest St. Johns County 
United for Progress Club will meet 

on Monday March 11 at 6:30 p.m. Dr. Mary 
Gatta of the American Association of Universi-
ty Women will talk on “Women and Economic 
Insecurity in the Sunshine State.” For more 
information, visit www.nwstjohnsup.com or 
email nwsjcp@gmail.com. 

12th: Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and 
Women’s Club will host its meet-

ing and luncheon on Tuesday, March 12 at 11 
a.m. at St. Johns Golf and Country Club, 205 
St. Johns Golf Drive. This month’s theme is “St. 
Patrick’s Day Trivia.” Doors will open at 10:30 
a.m. St. Patrick’s Day attire is encouraged. 
Checks for $32 should be made payable to 
BTNC and mailed to Brenda Jenkins, 2204 
Fort Mellon Court, St. Augustine, FL 32092 
no later than March 5. Visit www.facebook.
com/BTNC1 for food choices and updated 
information.

14th: Butterfly Gardening will be 
presented by Carolyn and Bob 

Warren on March 14 from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at 
the Bartram Trail Branch Library. They will 
discuss Carolyn Ann’s Butterfly Garden at 
Edgewater Landing community, from concept 
to present day. All are invited to this event 
hosted by the Garden Club of Switzerland. 
Contact switzerlandgc@gmail.com or visit 
www.switzerlandgc.org for more information.

14th: William Bartram Scenic 
Highway Group will meet on 

Thursday, March 14 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at 
Westminster Woods, Gathering Place Room. 
Join the discussion to keep NW St. Johns 
County Scenic and Historic and preserve the 
State Road 13 Scenic Highway. Virtual meet-
ing access is available; contact alabbat@
comcast.net or call (904) 699-8475.

15th Adult Craft: Hello Spring 
will be held on March 15 from 

10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at the Bartram Trail Branch 
Library. Crafters will create a decor piece for 
the home. Space is limited; register by calling 
(904) 827-6960.

18th: The All Star Quilters Guild will 
meet at 9:30 a.m. for socializing 

prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday, 
March 18 at First Christian Church, 11924 San 
Jose Blvd. Susan Ache, quilt book author, 
will talk and show some of her creations. 
Sew and Tell is always a feature. Guests are 
welcome. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for 
more information.

20th: Coin Collecting for Kids 
will be held at the Bartram Trail 

Branch Library on March 20 from 4 p.m. – 5 
p.m. Join Tony Bonaro from the Florida United 
Numismatists to learn about history, geogra-
phy, math, and science while studying coins. 
Call the library at (904) 827-6960 for more 
information.

23rd: Dress a Girl Around the 
World at the Bartram Trail 

Branch Library will be held on Saturday, 
March 23 at 10 a.m. Learn to make dresses 
and shorts for girls around the world. You 
can pick up a kit to create at home, or turn 
in dresses you created to the Bartram Trail 
Branch. We also accept fabric and notion 
donations. Call the library at (904) 827-6960 
for more information.

29th: “Do You Need a Living Will 
and How Can You Avoid the 

Need for Guardianship” a free lecture by 
Megan Wall, St. Johns County Legal Aid, will 
be presented at Council on Aging (COA) River 
House, 179 Marine Street in St. Augustine, on 
Friday, March 29 from 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. Call 
(904) 209-3655 (Monday – Thursday) or email 
tharris@coasjc.org for more information.      

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. JohnsMarchMarch Community Calendar

www.EPICBH.org   
info@EPICBH.org
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Scan the QR Code or visit our website for locations.
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Please support EPIC Behavioral Healthcare by attending the 

28th Annual Flower & Garden EXPO 
You can purchase anything to make your garden grow and help EPIC provide 

mental health and substance use treatment to those who cannot aff ord it.

Location
Sykes Family Farm
5995 Brough Rd., Elkton, FL

Dates 
Saturday, March 16th  ∙  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, March 17th  ∙ 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Admission 
$5.00 per-person
Valid for both days ∙ 12 and under are free! 
Plus 1 FREE Admission to the Taste!      

Free Parking

MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

We accept most commercial insurances, Medicaid, self-pay with sliding scales, Visa and 
MasterCard. Accommodations are available for disabled or deaf/hearing-impaired. 

For assistance, use x 4004

CALL US!  We can help!CALL US!  We can help!
(904) 829-2273  (904) 829-2273  

SCAN QR CODE FOR 
L O C A T I O N  M A P

EPIC OFFERS NUMEROUS MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE USE TREATMENT OPTIONS
Dr. Craig Hadgis

20232023magazine
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Q A& with St. Johns County Property Appraiser 
Eddie CreamerQ A& with State Attorney, 7th Judicial Circuit,  

R.J. Larizza

Q: Can you explain how the State 
Attorney’s Office interacts with the 
Florida Legislature?

A: We are presently in the middle of the 
annual legislative session, which this year 
runs from early January through early 
March. Our office interacts in a couple of 
ways with the legislature when it comes 
to passing laws. I think it’s good to give 
lawmakers our perspectives.

There are various committees that I 
regularly deal with and testify before: the 
House Committee on Criminal Justice 
and the House Committee on Criminal 
Justice Appropriations are probably the 
most frequent. 

Sometimes we are called to testify our 
opinion on proposed laws; this year I 
have testified on laws regarding immigra-
tion and child pornography. Depending 
on how we feel about how a proposed 
law will affect public safety, we might 
give our opinion in favor of or in opposi-
tion to the bill. Sometimes we are invited 
by the committee to testify and other 
times our coalition of the 19 State Attor-
neys, known as the Florida Prosecuting 
Attorneys Association, will monitor bills 
coming through committees and go to 

Tallahassee to speak one way or the other 
if we feel it’s needed.

Q: Do you interact in other ways?

A: Another way we interact with the 
legislature is by helping to draft lan-
guage for a bill we feel is necessary and 
then submitting it to a legislator for 
their staff to put in the form of a bill. A 
bill must pass three committees before 
being eligible to go to the House floor 
for a vote. 

This year, we worked with District 17 
Representative Jessica Baker, who intro-
duced the Officer Jason Raynor Act. We 
had found that some statutes pertaining 
to resisting arrest were inconsistent. This 
bill clarifies the statutes to make it crystal 
clear that a defendant cannot resist, with 
violence or the threat of violence, the 
arrest or detention by a law enforcement 
officer who is working within the scope 
of his or her official duties. This bill 
has passed all three House committees 
and the companion bill in the Senate is 
expected to pass the remaining two nec-
essary committees. Then, we are hopeful 
both chambers will vote to pass the bill 
and it will go to the governor to sign into 
law.

Q: Can you share your office’s tax 
roll calendar?

A: The first important part is 
between Jan. 1 and March 1, where 
we accept homestead exemption 
applications, which have a deadline 
of March 1. Between Jan. 1 and 
June 1, we are in our valuation pro-
cess, valuing properties as of Jan. 1 
and recording all sales. On June 1, 
we close the tax roll and send it to 
the Florida Department of Revenue 
as well as to each county taxing 
authority, CDD and CRA.

Q: What happens during the 
summer?

A: For the month of June, we are 
locked out of the tax roll while the 
Department of Revenue is perform-
ing their evaluation, making sure 
we are consistent. Then on July 1, 
we submit the tax roll back to the 
Department of Revenue, with any 
changes they indicated, to begin 
the process for TRIM. By Aug. 5, 
all taxing authorities have to sub-
mit their proposed millages back 
to us.

Q: When do you mail the TRIM 
notices?

A: This year, we will mail them on 
Aug. 16, which triggers the 25-
day period that homeowners who 

disagree with us can file a petition 
with the Value Adjustment Board. 
Also, during this 25-day period, 
which ends this year on Sept. 10, 
2024, we can approve homestead 
exemptions if the person was oth-
erwise qualified as of Jan. 1. We are 
prohibited from doing this after the 
Sept. 10 date. 

Q: What happens next?

A: On Oct. 1 we send the tax roll 
back to the taxing authorities and 
the Tax Collector and at that point 
we are locked out of the tax roll 
and cannot make any changes. On 
Nov. 1, the Tax Collector mails the 
property tax bills and once again 
we can correct any errors made, 
such as if a homeowner corrects 
their home’s square footage or if 
the Value Adjustment Board had 
any changes. 

And finally, on Jan. 1 of the next 
year, we start the process all over 
again.

Q: What is the best way for our 
readers to contact you?

A: Our office is located at 4030 
Lewis Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 
827-5500. It is open Monday – Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Also, read-
ers can email me at Eddie@sjcpa.us 
or call me at (904) 827-5500.

     
 The CreekLine is available online!

Visit www.floridanewsline.com
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Q&A with Brandon Patty cont. on pg. 8

www.jcppoa.com

Saturday, April 13th
8AM until 2PM
Rain Date Saturday, April 20th

PRESENTED BY & BENEFITTING THE MANDARIN 
COMMUNITY CLUB FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS!

MANDARIN COMMUNITY CLUB  •  12447 MANDARIN RD.
WWW.MANDARINARTFESTIVAL.ORG
Artist Credit: John Cheer • Best of Show 2023

100+ Juried Artists • Green Market • Food Court Live Entertainment 
Children’s Art Show • Bake Sale • Children’s Activities

Outdoor Event • No Pets • Free Parking & Shuttle
Use of Ride Sharing Apps Encouraged • $2 Suggested Donation at the gate

www.mumc.net • 904.268-5549
Love God and Neighbor, Build Community – No Limits

Mandarin location
11270 San Jose Blvd

Jacksonville, Florida 32223

Longleaf location
1365 Shetland Drive

St Johns, Florida 32259

You are invited to join us!You are invited to join us!

 7 am  –  Chapel in the Woods - Mandarin
 9 am  – Modern Service - Mandarin
 9 am  – Traditional Service - Longleaf
 10 am  – Easter Breakfast - Mandarin
 11 am  – Traditional Service - Mandarin

EASTER EVENTS– MARCH 31ST
 7 pm  – River of Life UMC
GOOD FRIDAY – MARCH 29TH
 7 pm  – Mandarin
MAUNDY THURSDAY – MARCH 28TH

 9 am  – Modern Service – Mandarin
 9 am  – Traditional Service - Longleaf
 11 am  – Traditional Service - Mandarin

PALM SUNDAY - MARCH 24TH

Q A& with St. Johns County Supervisor  
of Elections Vicky Oakes

Q A&  with St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit Court 
and Comptroller Brandon Patty

Q: The Presidential Preference Pri-
mary Election is just ahead on March 
19. Who is eligible to vote in this 
election?

A: The March 19 election is only open 
to registered Republican voters to vote 
for their presidential nominee.

Q: I am registered with no party affili-
ation. Can I vote in this election?

A: No. Florida is a closed primary state, 
which means only voters who are regis-
tered members of a political party may 
vote for their respective party’s candidate 
in a primary election. The deadline to 
change your party affiliation for this 
election was Feb. 20, 2024.

Q: I am a registered Democrat, why 
don’t I get to vote?

A: Since Joseph R. Biden, Jr. is the only 
name submitted by the Democratic 
Party of Florida for their Presidential 
Preference, there will not be a Demo-
cratic ballot in this election.

Q: If a presidential candidate has sus-
pended their campaign, why are they 
still on the ballot?

A: The deadline for presidential can-
didates to withdraw from Florida’s 
Presidential Preference Primary Election 
ballot was Dec. 12, 2023. If a presiden-
tial candidate suspends their campaign 
after that date, their name remains on 
the ballot. All votes will be counted, and 
results certified to the State as required 
by law.

Q: Almost all candidates have 
dropped out of the race, why are we 
still having an election?

A: Florida law requires an election be 
held to determine which candidate 
will receive Florida’s delegate votes at 
the party’s National Convention in the 
summer.

Q: Are the delegate votes awarded 
proportionally for each candidate?

A: No. Florida is a “winner take all” 
state, so the candidate who wins will be 
awarded Florida’s delegate vote at the 

convention.

Q: How do I get a vote-by-mail ballot?

A: Voters who want to vote-by-mail 
must have a request on file with the 
Supervisor of Elections Office. All re-
quests from 2022 expired after the 2022 
General Election. Simply call the Elec-
tions Office at (904) 823-2238 or visit 
our website www.votesjc.gov to request 
a vote-by-mail ballot. The deadline to 
request a vote-by-mail to be mailed for 
this election is March 7, 2024, by 5 
p.m.

Voted ballots can be returned by mail, 
in person to the Elections Office, or to 
a Secure Ballot Intake Station available 
at all early voting locations from March 
9 through March 16 during the hours 
of voting. Vote-by-mail ballots must be 
received by the Supervisor of Elections 
Office by 7 p.m. on Election Day to be 
counted.

Q: When is early voting for the 2024 
Presidential Preference Primary Elec-
tion?

A: Early voting is from March 9 
through March 16, 2024, from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily at all locations, 
which includes two Saturdays and one 
Sunday. Eligible St. Johns County 
voters can vote early at any of the six 
locations. For early voting locations, 
see our ad in this paper or visit www.
votesjc.gov.

Q: When is Election Day for the 2024 
Presidential Preference Primary Elec-
tion?

A: Election Day is Tuesday, March 19, 
2024. Polls are open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Voters must vote at their assigned pre-
cinct on Election Day. I would like to 
remind voters that several polling places 
have changed since the last election. 
Affected voters were mailed new voter 
information cards. Please check your 
polling place before heading to the polls 
— this can be a real time saver! Visit 
www.votesjc.gov and use the “Find My 
Polling Place” tool or call the Elections 
Office at (904) 823-2238 to confirm 
your polling place.

Q. St Johns County was recently 
awarded the Certificate of Achieve-
ment for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting by the Government Finance 
Officers Association. Why is this 
noteworthy? 

A. The Certificate of Achievement is 
the “gold standard” in governmental 
accounting and financial reporting and 
its attainment represents a significant 
accomplishment by a government and 
its management. The county’s annual 
financial report was judged by an im-
partial panel to meet the high standards 
of the program, which includes dem-
onstrating a constructive “spirit of full 
disclosure” to clearly share financial 

information and motivate the public 
to review the report. This is the 31st 
consecutive year the county has earned 
the certificate and is a testament of the 
dedication to transparency by county 
government and our constitutional of-
ficers. 

Q. What can you tell us about Pass-
port Saturday?

A. Our office will host a Passport Satur-
day event on March 2 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at the Richard O. Watson 
Judicial Center in St. Augustine. This 
special one-day event will make apply-
ing for a passport more convenient for 
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Open only to registered
Republican voters to vote for
their presidential nominee.

Republican Party Presidential
Candidate List

Ryan L. Binkley
Chris Christie
Ron DeSantis
Nikki R. Haley
Asa Hutchinson
Vivek Ramaswamy
Donald J. Trump

Candidates listed in order by last name.

NOTE: The deadline for presidential
candidates to withdraw from Florida’s

Presidential Preference Primary
Election ballot was December 12, 2023.

If a presidential candidate suspends
their campaign after that date, their
name remains on the ballot. All votes

will be counted and results certified to
the State as required by law.

Vote-by-Mail
To request a ballot, visit www.votesjc.gov or call
904-823-2238.

The deadline to request a vote-by-mail ballot to be
mailed for this election is March 7, 2024, by 5 PM.
Vote-by-mail ballots must be received by the
Supervisor of Elections Office by 7 PM on Election
Day to be counted.

Vote-by-mail ballots can be returned:
By mail
Secure Ballot Intake Stations, available at all early
voting locations during the hours of voting
In-person at the Elections Office

March 9 - March 16, 2024
Includes two Saturdays and one Sunday

Open 9 AM to 6 PM daily

Ponte Vedra Branch Library
101 Library Blvd, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Julington Creek Annex
725 Flora Branch Blvd, St. Johns, FL 32259

Supervisor of Elections Office
4455 Avenue A, Suite 101, St. Augustine, FL 32095

St. Augustine Beach City Hall
2200 A1A South, St. Augustine, FL 32080

Southeast Branch Library
6670 US 1 South, St. Augustine, FL 32086

Hastings Branch Library
6195 S. Main St, Hastings, FL 32145

Early Voting

March 19, 2024
Polls open 7 AM to 7 PM

You must vote at your assigned precinct on
Election Day
ID is required when voting in person

Visit www.votesjc.gov to  find your polling place and
review your sample ballot.

Election Day

Several polling places have changed
since the last election. Affected

voters were mailed new voter
information cards. Check your polling

place before heading to the polls!
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Sunday Service 10:30 AM 
Unity Church for Creative Living 

2777 Race Track Road, St Johns, FL 32259

Reverend Yvonne McAndrew

Unity offers a positive,
practical, progressive

approach to Christianity
based on the teachings of
Jesus and on the power 
of prayer. Join us as we

travel the journey of spiritual
unfoldment together 

Sundays at 10:30 AM.
Phone: 904.287.1505
www.UnityInJax.com

Q A& with St. Johns County School Board 
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

Q: Can you address the potential bal-
lot initiative proposed by the school 
district?

A: At our February workshop, we began 
the discussion of placing a ballot initia-
tive on the November ballot to add 1 
mill of property tax to help fund our 
operational needs. It would have a four 
year term and then need to be voted on 
again. It would generate approximately 
$52 million per year. The school board 
will have to vote formally to do this and 
then the Board of County Commission-
ers will have to approve the initiative for 
placement on the ballot. 

Q: What kinds of things would this 
fund?

A: Most importantly, it will help us in-
crease our compensation for employees, 
including teachers, which will help with 
our retention. Duval, Nassau, and Clay 
counties all have a tax like this to help 
support them and they are therefore 
able to pay their teachers and employees 
more. Additional items that the ad-
ditional 1 mill would fund would be 
safety improvements, additional train-
ing, enhancements to performing arts 
in our schools, support for high school 
athletics and summer daycare for our 
summer employees. 

Q: Can you shed light on the recent 
news that all schools will soon have 
just one nurse?

A: We are at a place where we have to 
reset our budget; this is all a matter of 
resources. We’ve depleted our reserves to 
a point we don’t like and it is also affect-
ing our bonding ability. Nurses are paid 
through the general fund; we receive no 
funding for school nurses and in fact, 
we are among a minority of schools in 

the state to have a nurse in each school 
at all. We are so grateful to be able to 
have a nurse in each school. We want to 
meet our students’ needs. We hope to 
address this further if the 1 mill initia-
tive passes in November.

Q: What’s the latest on the new school 
construction?

A: At our mid-February board meeting, 
our bond counsel was in attendance 
and we formally agreed to borrow up to 
$170 million to build our two newest 
K-8 schools in Nocatee and Silverleaf. 
We will go to the market the first week 
of March. These two schools are sched-
uled to open at the start of the 2026 – 
27 school year.

The two schools opening this fall are 
on schedule and we are in the process 
of staffing these schools. Principals are 
reviewing internal applications and 
conducting interviews; they will open to 
external applicants in April. Site work 
continues on schedule at the RiverTown 
school, which is scheduled to open in 
August 2025.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 1?

A: We are saddened to have lost our for-
mer colleague, Bill Mignon. He served 
our county for 56 years, beginning as 
a teacher and then as principal of RB 
Hunt Elementary, Nease, and Pedro 
Menendez. After he retired, he ran for 
the school board and served 12 years. 
He was a pillar in our education com-
munity and he will be greatly missed.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at 
(904) 547-7510.

residents. No appointment is required 
to participate. We know it can be chal-
lenging for working individuals and 
families to apply for passports during 
the week. This event makes the process 
that much more convenient. There will 
be a team of deputy clerks ready to 
assist applicants through the process as 
quickly as possible.

Q. What information should residents 

know before they arrive for Passport 
Saturday?

A. Anyone traveling internationally, 
including infants, must have a passport. 
Every passport applicant must appear in 
person, regardless of age. Children 15 
years or younger must be accompanied 
by both parents or legal guardians. For 
16 or 17-year-olds, one parent or guard-
ian must be present. Clerk staff will also 
be available to take passport photos for 
$10.65. You may use your own photo 
if it meets U.S. Department of State 
guidelines. 

Visit https://stjohnsclerk.com/pass-
ports/ or information and details about 
required documentation, forms of pay-
ment accepted by the U.S. Department 
of State, and any special requirements. 
Passport applications are available on 
the clerk’s website or at https://travel.
state.gov. 

Q. How do people get in touch with 
you?   

A. Our office number is (904) 819-
3600 or call my cell phone at (904) 
599-8688 if I may ever be of service. 
Our main offices are in the St. Johns 
County courthouse, 4010 Lewis Speed-
way and our website is www.stjohn-
sclerk.com.

Q&A with Brandon Patty cont. from pg. 6

Coming in the April Issue!
Summer Camp
Activities Guide&

Does your business 
cater to kids?
This special section 
is for you!

Call Linda Gay today to learn more

904.607.5062
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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Monthly         ST  JOHNS.

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246  
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals �����������������

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the 
marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance 
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies. 
1008115-00005-00

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License #0E93910
844-954-8700
andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning

5.100
5.050
4.850

12

Q A& with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick

By Chris Thompson, CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ® 

As an investor, one way you can enhance 
your long-term retirement security is to 
fully leverage the potential of tax-advan-
taged retirement savings vehicles. Each 
year, the IRS releases new guidelines on 
the amount of money you can contrib-
ute to these accounts. New contribution 
limits in 2024 allow you to save even 
more this year through plans such as 
401(k)s, 403(b)s and IRAs. 

Contribution limits for workplace retire-
ment accounts have been raised by $500 
for the year 2024. In 2024, the IRS 
allows pre-tax employee contributions to 
401(k) or 403(b) plans of: $23,000 for 
those under age 50 or $30,500 for those 
age 50 and older (includes a $7,500 
“catch up” contribution).

When combined with employer con-
tributions, a maximum of $69,000 can 
be directed to your workplace retire-
ment plans in 2024 (plus the $7,500 
catch-up contribution for those age 50 

and older). Note that total contribu-
tions can’t exceed your annual com-
pensation at the company that houses 
your plan.

If offered by your employer, you may 
be able to make after-tax contributions 
to a Roth 401(k). Note that any after-
tax contributions are counted toward 
the $69,000 total maximum limit for 
employee and employer contributions 
to workplace plans. Save an amount 
that makes sense for you, but it can be 
beneficial to take full advantage of any 
matching contribution offered by your 
employer. For example, if an employer 
offers to match up to 5 percent of your 
income into a 401(k) if you make a 
similar contribution, it, in effect, means 
you’re doubling your contribution for 
your retirement savings, before invest-
ment earnings are taken into account. 
This is a great way for your savings to 
make a big impact.

IRA contribution limits move up peri-
odically to reflect cost-of-living changes. 

2024 is one of those years. The new lim-
its are: $7,000 for those under age 50; 
and $8,000 for those age 50 and older.

Note that contributions can’t exceed 100 
percent of your earned income if you 
earn less than the limits stated above. 
Also, these limits apply to total IRA 
contributions for the year. This is appli-
cable even if you hold multiple IRAs or 
make contributions to both Roth IRAs 
(which feature the potential for tax-free 
earnings growth) and traditional IRAs.

To make fully tax-deductible (pre-
tax) traditional IRA contributions in 
2024, your modified adjusted gross 
income cannot exceed: $77,000 for 
single or head-of-household tax filers or 
$123,000 for married couples filing a 
joint return.

Not everyone can make maximum 
Roth IRA contributions. In 2024, 
full Roth IRA contributions can only 
occur if your modified adjusted gross 
income is less than: $146,000 for single 

or head-of-household tax filers; or 
$230,000 for married couples filing a 
joint return.

Determining how much to set aside for 
retirement and in what types of savings 
vehicles is best determined through care-
ful planning. Discuss your retirement 
strategy with your financial advisor and 
consult with a tax professional on all 
tax-related matters.

Chris Thompson, CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC 
® is a Private Wealth Advisor and Manag-
ing Director with Ameriprise Financial 
Services, LLC. in Jacksonville. He special-
izes in fee-based financial planning and 
asset management strategies and has been 
in practice for 31 years. To contact him, 
email chris.thompson@ampf.com; visit 
www.amerirpseadvisors.com/chris.thomp-
son or call (904) 380-2290. 

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. and its affiliates 
do not offer tax or legal advice. Consumers 
should consult with their tax advisor or 
attorney regarding their specific situation.   

Q: What can you share about your new 
K-9 program for the jail?

A: This is a brand new program and it’s 
not typical to have K-9s in the jails. But 
we’ve had a handful of drug overdoses 
since I’ve been sheriff and since our goal 
is to make people better than when they 
came in, we wanted to institute this pro-
gram. Unfortunately, we do have some 
who sneak in contraband. Currently we 
have the 3-D scanning machines like in 
the airport, but narcotics can be hidden 
in bodies, so sometimes illegal narcotics 
get in the jail. We have to be proactive 
and innovative to protect the safety of 
not only our inmates, but also the 220 
employees who work in the jail.

Q: How did you start the program?

A: First we went through an extensive 

search to find the best kind of dog, 
and determined it would be a German 
Shorthaired Pointer or GSP. These are 
very active, hunting-type dogs with a 
keen sense of smell, a lot of stamina, and 
a high work ethic. We found two sister 
dogs, Raven and Korra, in Canada and 
brought them here at the end of last year. 
Concurrently, we were defining the re-
sponsibilities of the handlers and selected 
two deputies, Dep. Lebon and Dep. Hi-
eras, to undergo extensive training. When 
Raven and Korra arrived here, after a 
transitional period where they became 
acquainted with their handlers and the 
handlers’ families, we shipped the dogs 
and the handlers off to Marion County 
for specialty training. Marion County is 
also instituting a program like this and 
we are training together. 

You can save more for retirement in 2024

Q: What is the next step?

A: The training is progressing very well 
and the dogs are scheduled to receive 
their Certification for Scent by the end of 
February and have all training completed 
by the beginning of March. At that time, 
we will swear them in as deputy sheriffs 
and they will be issued a badge and iden-
tification number.

Q: And then they will begin their du-
ties?

A: Yes. They will work with an unortho-
dox and unknown schedule so as to keep 
the element of surprise. The K-9 teams 
will work on opposite days so that every 
day is covered at our two primary facili-
ties: the work release center, which houses 
20 to 30, and our main facility, which 
houses approximately 400. The dogs are 
trained to sniff many different illegal 
substances, including fentanyl, cocaine, 
marijuana, methamphetamine, and 
heroin. The dogs are also available to back 
up our K-9s on the street when needed.

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you with any questions or 
suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.
org or call me at (904) 824-8304. Also, 
our website, www.sjso.org has a wealth of 
resources.

Photo courtesy Rob Hardwick

Sheriff Rob Hardwick and Kendall Hardwick with Korra 
and her handler. 
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LET US SIMPLIFY YOUR ACCOUNTING NEEDS
 44 years of serving clients!

• Tax Planning and Prep for Business/Individual
• QuickBooks Consulting/Training
• Church Accounting - Clergy Taxation
• Pension Plans - IRAs

Dianne K. Briery
CPA  PLC
Certified Public
Accountant Call today for your no cost consultation

No cost consultation limited to ½ hour.

904-880-3200 | www.dkbrierycpa.com
Located in the Julington Creek Business Park •12627 San Jose Blvd, Suite 601 • Jacksonville, Florida 32223

TAX TIP
Just as a reminder, your individual tax return now asks a question as to 
whether you have had any dealings with cryptocurrency during the year. 
If you have, you also must report all digital asset related income on your 
2023 return. The question has also been added to Forms 1041 for Estates 
and Trusts, Form 1065 for Partnerships, and Forms 1120 and 1120S for 
Corporations. Depending on the type of return, the wording is tailored to 
the type of taxpayer. The question for 2023, basically asks if you acquired 
or disposed of any digital asset. If you have, it must be reported.

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FLWestminsterWoodsFL.org

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn 
how you can save thousands!

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging, 
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

• Housekeeping
• 24-hour security
• Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
• Fishing and boat docks
• Heated, outdoor swimming pool
• A wide range of important aging services
• And more!

Don’t leave
your future

to chance
Secure a plan for life

By Lilly Castro, LMT
mail@floridanewsline.com

According to scientists and physicists, 
Scalar Energy comes from a field of 
energy beyond the universe. It is also 
referred to as the “Zero-Point Energy 
Field.” The discovery of scalar waves 
goes back to the 19th century, by math-
ematical genius James Clark Maxwell 
who developed quantum physics. After 
this, Nikola Tesla was able to demon-
strate the existence of this energy — 
scalar waves. He believed if harnessed 
correctly it could offer endless possibili-
ties. 

Since the discovery of scalar waves, 
the medical field has seen remarkable 
relief for conditions such as arthritis, 
depression, PTSD, muscular and joint 
pain mitigation of seizures and overall 
improved body function.

Quantum biologist Dr. Glen Rein, 
Stanford University Medical Center, 
observed that scalar waves had a positive 
influence on the immune and nervous 
system regardless of the belief system 
of the individual. Our cells, when 
functioning at their maximum health 
potential, range between 70 – 90 mil-
livolts. Disease and aging occur when 
the cellular energy depreciates to levels 
below this range. 

From a scientific view point, scalar 
fields produce the following effects: 
neutralize harmful effects of electric and 
magnetic fields, increase covalent levels 

of hydrogen atoms that hold DNA 
together, maximize nutrient uptake and 
cellular detoxification, balance both 
hemispheres of the brain, improve sleep, 
rapid post-surgical healing, better re-
sponse to stress greater emotional clarity, 
and relief of pain.

“Scalar fields have a potential for 
increasing energy and reversing aging. 
They increase the connection between 
that universal energy which is limit-
less, without time and space, and your 
awareness of it, to use it in order to 
manifest whatever you want to mani-
fest, whether it’s health, or happiness,” 
said Dr. Victor A. Marcial-Vega M.D., 
John Hopkins Research Physician, 
Oncology.

Scalar waves move at super luminal ve-
locity, which means beyond the speed of 
light. The scalar vortex creates coherence 
which is a very important principle. 
Where there is coherence in the body, 
along with super luminal velocity of 
movement/cell signaling, it’s enhancing 
an entire environment within us and 
around us. 

Lilly Castro, LMT is co-owner of Life 
Force Energy Wellness Center in Man-
darin. Visit lifeforceenergywellnesscenter.
com or call (904) 323-4411 to learn 
more about their offerings, including the 
EESystem (Energy Enhancement System) 
and two hour complimentary sessions each 
Wednesday for active military members 
and veterans.

Scalar Waves: Beneficial frequencies 
to help the body heal itself

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

University of Florida and UF Health 
leaders broke ground on Feb. 21 at UF 
Health Durbin Park, a 42.5-acre health 
and wellness campus that will advance 
health care services as part of UF’s 
regional expansion plan for Jacksonville 
and St. Johns County.

The first phase of the UF Health Durbin 
Park development, located in northeast 
St. Johns County, will include a full-
service 150-bed hospital with a focus on 
orthopaedics, neurosurgery, cardiovas-
cular medicine, and women’s services, as 
well as a multidisciplinary medical office 
building and an ambulatory surgery 
center. The project is expected to bring 
2,000 new jobs to the area, for a total 
of 12,000 jobs in St. Johns and Jack-
sonville over time, and represents a $1 
billion investment in Northeast Florida.

The latest effort complements UF’s goal 

of introducing innovative programs in 
medicine, business, and engineering 
throughout Northeast Florida, includ-
ing Jacksonville, said Mori Hosseini, 
chair of the UF Board of Trustees. These 
are aimed at supporting the region’s 
growing workforce and academic needs 
in biomedical technology and focused 
on pioneering technology related to 
simulation, health applications of arti-
ficial intelligence, patient quality and 
safety, health care administration, and 
fintech — opportunities to create strong 
synergies by uniting UF’s powerhouse 
programs with the city’s rising stature as 
a national health care and technology 
hub.

Once complete, the 395,000-square-
foot hospital will include acute, inten-
sive, and emergency care; operating 
rooms; and an imaging suite and hybrid 
labs for interventional procedures. Site 
work for construction of the hospital be-
gan in December 2023 and UF Health 

expects to care for the 
first patient by late 
2025. The ambulatory 
surgery center will 
focus on orthopaedics 
and other surgical 
services, providing a 
full spectrum of care, 
including operat-
ing and procedural 
rooms, office space, 
and rehabilitation 
facilities.

Health care services expand 
at Durbin Park

Photo courtesy UF Health

University of Florida and UF Health leaders broke ground on Feb. 21 at UF Health 
Durbin Park.
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Are you at risk?
An appointment at our High Risk Breast Screening and 
Prevention Clinic can bring you peace of mind if you’re at 
high risk for breast cancer.

If you’ve ever been told by your doctor that you are 
high risk for breast cancer, you might benefit from  
an appointment at the High Risk Breast Screening  
and Prevention Clinic at Baptist MD Anderson 
Cancer Center.

During your visit, you’ll meet with a breast oncology 
provider who will perform a comprehensive 
evaluation to determine your true risk and then 
design a unique imaging or surveillance plan just  
for you. This could include:

• Mammography
• Breast MRI
• Preventive medication

• Lifestyle modification
• Genetic testing

Frequency of visits will be determined after your 
initial visit, and your plan will be shared with your 
primary care doctor to incorporate into your overall 
health plan. 

If you have any of the 
following, you might be at 
high risk for breast cancer 
and should talk to your 
doctor:
• You or a family member 

have tested positive 
for genes that increase 
breast cancer risk like 
BRCA1 or BRCA2

• You have strong family 
history of breast or 
ovarian cancer

• You have dense breasts
• You have had a benign 

or precancerous breast 
biopsy

• You were exposed 
to radiation therapy 
between the ages of  
10 – 30

Physicians and Advanced Practice Providers are employed by Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Physicians, Inc. Physicians providing care at 
Baptist Health hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospital.      © Baptist Health 2024

Appointments are available at 
both our San Marco and Baptist 
Medical Center South locations. 
For more information or to book 
an appointment, scan the QR 
code or call 904.202.7300.

Rotary Pub Crawl puts the Fun in 
Fund-Raising
By Rotarian Al Kalter
mail@floridanewsline.com

It’s a long-standing tradition, a super-
fun afternoon, and a great way to raise 
money for our local community. The 
Rotary Club of Bartram Trail – Jul-
ington Creek announces that its 2024 
Bartram Trail Rotary Pub Crawl will 
take place on Saturday, March 23 in 
the Shops of Bartram Walk, beginning 
at 3 p.m.

Since its debut in 2009, the Pub Crawl 
has become a fun tradition, uniting 
people for a cause that goes beyond just 
having a good time. It’s a unique op-
portunity to mingle, enjoy the vibrant 
local spots, and most importantly, 
support a great cause. The funds raised 
play a crucial role in supporting vari-
ous local charities, including the Betty 
Griffin Shelter, Homeless Coalition of 
St. Johns, Rethreaded, K9s for War-
riors, Mission to End Student Home-
lessness and local food banks. 

A maximum of 150 participants will 
gather next to Moon Dog Pie House to 
check in and start making the rounds 

of the plaza, where five establishments 
will offer to quench your thirst with 
a beer. The first stop is Moon Dog, 
followed by 2nd Bay Brewing, then 
Bono’s, La Nopalera, and finally Iggy’s. 
Raffle drawings and a poker run will 
liven up the festivities and give every-
one a chance to win some prizes. 

Tickets are $50, and may be obtained 
from any Rotary Club member, or 
contact the club directly at  Rotary.
BartramTrail@gmail.com. Sponsor-
ships are also available to local busi-
nesses that wish to support the event 
and promote themselves. 

The Rotary Club of Bartram Trail – 
Julington Creek meets every Thursday 
morning, from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m., 
at Westminster Woods on Julington 
Creek. Guests and prospective mem-
bers are always welcome.Visit www.
bartramtrailrotary.org for more infor-
mation. There are more than 34,000 
Rotary Clubs around the world, with 
over 1.4 million Rotarians, making Ro-
tary the oldest and most international 
service club in the world. 

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com 

Throughout 2023, the St. Johns County 
Parks and Recreation Department 
invested a total of $1,415,095 into sub-
stantial upgrades and additions to the 
county’s park playgrounds. In NW St. 
Johns County, Aberdeen Park, located at 
1401 Shetland Drive, saw the installa-
tion of the Field of Dreams Playground, 
the Parks and Recreation Department’s 
first-ever all-inclusive play area with 
ADA-accessible structures, made pos-
sible by collaboration with the Field of 
Dreams board and Northwest Tower 
Committee. Additional NW St. Johns 
County improvements include:

• Veterans Park Bridge Addition: 
$16,164.11

• Mills Field Playground Refurbishing: 
$9,350 

• Alpine Groves Playground Refurbish-
ing: $5,000 

• Veterans Park Playground Refurbish-
ing: $5,000  

Following is a full list of improvements 
made through funding approved by the 
Board of County Commissioners:

• New Cornerstone Playground: 
$410,065 

• Collier-Blocker-Puryear (CBP) Play-
ground Replacement: $295,385 

• Aberdeen Park FOD Play Structure 
Expansion: $180,000 

• Vilano Beach Oceanfront Park Play-
ground Replacement: $146,313.70 

• Deleon Play Equipment: $140,000 

• W.E. Harris Shade Covering: $59,435 

• Deleon Shores Shade Covering: 
$56,722 

• Windswept Acres Shade Structure and 
Swing Set Bay Replacement: $47,765.9 

• Treaty Park Playground Refurbishing: 
$21,000

• Veterans Park Bridge Addition: 
$16,164.11

 • Nocatee Playground Refurbishing 
$9,995 

• Mills Field Playground Refurbishing: 
$9,350 

• St. Augustine Little League Play-
ground Refurbishing: $7,250 

• Davis Park Playground Refurbishing 
$5,650 

• Alpine Groves Playground Refurbish-
ing: $5,000 

• Veterans Park Playground Refurbish-
ing: $5,000  

St. Johns County Parks and 
Recreation invests more than $1.4 
million into playground upgrades

Playgrounds cont. on pg. 13

Advertise in the next issue
Call or email today!

Linda Gay
(904) 607-5062
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

 
 

 

 

 
 

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Introducing Oticon RealTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon RealTM helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

• FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
   Try it at home, work and play!

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman  
Audiologist /Owner 

HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

You're invited to try Oticon RealTM RISK FREE

Combining Body, Mind, Spirit and Science 
to help you achieve peak performance 

and reach higher states of health, 
consciousness and self-actualization.

Salt Room children 10
and under FREE with a parent

The Future is Here

Allergies & Asthma
Sinus infections & Sinusitis

Coughs, Colds & Flu
Psoriasis

Eczema & Acne
Athletic Performance 

COPD
Emphysema & Bronchitis

Also Offering:
Lymphatic Drainage
Energy Work & Reiki
Therapeutic Massage

JUNE 3�7
JULY 8�12
JUNE 10�14
JULY 15�19

JUNE 17�21
JULY 22�26
JUNE 24�28
JULY 29�AUGUST 2

3 KARATE CLASSES (NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY)
THEMED ACTIVITIES
FIELD TRIPS

BUNDLE AND SAVE � PURCHASE 2 WEEKS AT ONE TIME AND GET 10% OFF 
EACH CAMP ($337.50 EACH) PURCHASE 3 OR MORE AT ONE TIME TO EARN 
15% OFF EACH CAMP (318.75 EACH)

CAMP WEEKSCAMP WEEKS

AGES: 5�11
HOURS: 9AM�3:3ОРМ
(EARLY DROP OFF SAM, LATE PICKUP 6:30PM) � 
$50 PER WEEK FOR WRAPAROUND CARE)

AGES: 5�11
HOURS: 9AM�3:3ОРМ
(EARLY DROP OFF SAM, LATE PICKUP 6:30PM) � 
$50 PER WEEK FOR WRAPAROUND CARE)

EACH WEEK OF CAMP INCLUDESEACH WEEK OF CAMP INCLUDES

COST: $375 PER STUDENT PER WEEKCOST: $375 PER STUDENT PER WEEK

LION’S DEN KARATE

SUMMER CAMP!

WWW.LIONSDENKARATE.COM
INFO.LIONSDENKARATE@GMAIL.COM (904) 826�1904

Briefs

Newcomers club to play St. Patrick’s 
Day trivia 
The Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and 
Women’s Club will hold its meeting 
and luncheon on Tuesday, March 12 
at 11 a.m. at the St. Johns Golf and 
Country Club, 205 St. Johns Golf 
Drive. Doors will open at 10:30 a.m. 
The March luncheon will feature St. 
Patrick’s Day trivia, hosted by John 
Harrell of Fast Jax Trivia. St. Patrick’s 
Day theme/color attire is encouraged 
for attendees. 

Checks for $32 should be made pay-
able to BTNC and mailed to Brenda 
Jenkins, 2204 Fort Mellon Court, St. 
Augustine, FL 32092. Payment must 
be received no later than March 5. Be 
sure to indicate your entrée choice on 
the check memo. Email Linda Beard 
at bartramtnc@gmail.com for club 
information. Visit www.facebook.com/
BTNC1 to see pictures of meetings and 
download a membership form.

Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum 
purchases property for expansion
The Karpeles Manuscript Library 
Museum is expanding its footprint 
in the nation’s Oldest City with the 
purchase of the historic Sanchez House 
at 105 St. George Street in St. Augus-
tine. Karpeles Manuscript Library Inc. 
CEO Mark Karpeles and CFO Cheryl 
Alleman, who are the son and daughter 
of the museum founder, the late David 
Karpeles, paid $4.5 million for the 
property in January.

The interior renovations for the new 

full-size Karpeles Manuscript Library 
museum are underway with an open-
ing planned in summer 2024. Built in 
1809, the Sanchez House spans more 
than 3,800 square feet and is located 
near the Columbia Restaurant. 

The Karpeles Manuscript Library cur-
rently operates a Mini Museum at 106 
St. George Street, which is across the 
street from the new location. It is the 
smallest walk-in museum in the United 
States. The Mini Museum encompasses 
about 100 square feet in St. George’s 
Row, a collection of indoor shops and 
restaurants. It displays reproductions of 
documents from the Karpeles collec-
tion including a collection of original 
drawings from early Disney films.

Founded in 1983 by David and Marsha 
Karpeles, the Karpeles Manuscript 
Library archives contain one of the 
largest private collections of historic 
documents and manuscripts in the 
United States, with more than 10,000 
pieces totaling about a million pages, 
in the categories of literature, science, 
religion, political history, exploration, 
music and art. To make the collection 
more accessible to the general public, 
all Karpeles museums are free to visit, 
and the collection rotates between its 
museums three times per year.

There are nine Karpeles Manuscript Li-
brary Museums in the United States in-
cluding the two St. Augustine locations 
and a location in Lake Mary, which is 
the museum’s headquarters. Visit www.
karpeles.com for more information.

Student art celebrated during month of 
March
The St. Augustine Art Association 
(STAAA) is presenting the 19th annual 
St. Johns All-County High School Art 
Show, featuring artwork of more than 
150 students from grades nine through 
12, at the Bradley Mayer Main Gallery, 
in downtown St. Augustine, March 1 – 
31. The artwork can be seen in-gallery 
or online.

The exhibit is a favorite of STAAA, 
bringing a truly fresh and unique 
perspective to art today, and it started 
as far back as the 1940s. In STAAA’s 
early years, artists Tod Lindenmuth and 
Elizabeth Warren set out to host the as-
sociation’s first student art show. More 
than 60 years later, in 2004, Diane 
Bradley joined STAAA as a life member 
and board member after retiring from 
a 30-year career as a middle school 
and high school art teacher. She soon 
began hosting art classes after school, 
and was inspired to create an opportu-
nity for students to exhibit their work. 
Bradley set off to establish a partner-
ship with St. Johns County schools, 
and with the help of high school art 
teacher David Olson and St. Augustine 
High School assistant principal Allyson 
Breger, STAAA hosted its first St. Johns 
All-County High School Art Show in 
2005 — with only two schools. Now, 
the exhibit features work from eight 
schools and more than 150 students, in 
part thanks to Tommy Bledsoe, former 
St. Johns County School District cur-
riculum coordinator. 

Visit the exhibition in-gallery Tuesdays 
through Sundays, from 12 p.m. to 4 
p.m. as well as online at staaa.org.

Pickleball players have new play 
options 
Pickleball in North Florida now has a 
new outlet for the enthusiastic play-
ers of the fastest growing sport in the 
country. First Coast Pickle has formed, 
offering an outlet for pickleball play-
ers seeking new friends, new chal-
lenges, and a great time. Organized and 
headed by Matt Bacon, co-founder and 
commissioner, the new league com-
menced play on Feb. 19. 

“Everybody has a lot of fun playing 
pickleball,” Bacon said. “This league 
will offer more opportunities to play, 
socialize and meet new players from all 
around North Florida.”

Invented in 1965 by three Wash-
ington State fathers whose children 
were bored, pickleball has caught the 
public’s attention. Named for the dog 
of one of the fathers, players are known 
as Picklers and use a paddle larger than 
one used in ping pong but smaller than 
a tennis racquet. 

The league will play four flights: Win-
ter, Spring, Summer, and Fall. Each 
flight will have playoffs, winners, and 
recognition for players. Visit Firstcoast-
pickle.com for more information.
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travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLifeLife
Leanne Haishtaine

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  Email Martie 
Thompson at  editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Leanne Haishtaine

Leanne Haishtaine and her daughter.

Leanne Haishtaine is a relative-
ly new resident of St. Johns, 
moving here with her family 
in July 2023. She was raised 
and lived in Brooklyn prior to 
that, so the move south was a 
big one for her and her family. 
She always loved working with 
kids, so she pursued a career 
in education and graduated 
from SUNY – Oneonta with 
an undergraduate degree in 
English. While working on 
her master’s degree, she was 
certified to be in the classroom 
and she taught special educa-
tion/English Language Arts at 
a few different grade levels in 
Brooklyn. She found working 
in the public schools to be difficult so 
she started working in a family daycare 
and then in a preschool. “It’s an educa-
tion in itself when it’s just you and an 
assistant working with 12 two-year-
olds,” she said. “I really loved it, but 
knew I needed to make more money.” 
After she was married, she worked as 
a special education teacher in private 
schools and once she married and had 
her own children, she left her posi-
tion to raise them. Today, she cares for 
her two youngest children, aged four 
and one (her oldest, age seven, attends 
Durbin Creek Elementary) as well two 
other young children whose parents 
are teachers in St. Johns County. The 
Haishtaine family lives in the Julington 
Creek area with their two pets, a Yorkie 
named Yoyo and an adopted cat named 
Jellybean.

Q: How did you meet your husband, 
Michael?

A: I met him on the OkCupid app. 
I had been online dating for 10 years 
and had dated every Jewish guy in the 
tri-state area. Michael is from Israel and 
had just arrived in New York when we 
met. A week after we started dating, his 
parents were visiting from Israel and he 
wanted me to meet them. I thought, 
“Why not?” and thought how much 
they reminded me of my parents. Mi-
chael and I were married in 2015.

Q: How did you come to live in St. 
Johns?

A: We were living in a basement apart-
ment in Brooklyn and knew with our 
young family that it was time to move. 
We looked at Texas and Florida. I have 
a sister who lives in Boynton Beach and 
she told me about the good schools in 
St. Johns County. Highly-rated public 

schools were important 
to me, as was a strong 
Jewish community and 
affordable housing. We 
found them all here. 
There are plenty of Jew-
ish people here in the 
NW St. Johns County 
area and I was glad to 
know that there would 
be other Jewish kids in 
my children’s public 
school. We moved here 
in July 2023.

Q: What is it that you 
like about Chabad St. 
Johns County?

A: There are no syna-
gogues in St. Johns; the 
closest ones are in St. 
Augustine and Manda-

rin. The family who runs Chabad St. 
Johns, Rabbi Mendel and Dini Sharf-
stein, do such a great job of planning 
events to bring Jewish people together. 
They bring events to the community 
as well as holding services at their 
home one time a month. Our daugh-
ter attends an after school program on 
Wednesdays in Nocatee and we go to 
services on High Holidays. The Chabad 
family is orthodox, but not everyone 
who attends is expected to be — all are 
welcome. 

Q: What are your hobbies?

A: I take and edit too many photos, 
especially of our family. I also recently 
started a Girl Scout troop with another 
mom since there wasn’t room in the 
local troop for my daughter. I like to 
daydream about trips we will take when 
the kids get older, like camping and to 
the Grand Canyon.

[Editor’s Note: Visit www.jewishsjohn-
scounty.com for more information about 
Chabad St. Johns County.]

Playgrounds cont. from pg. 11

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

“In an effort to enhance recreational 
play equipment within St. Johns 
County, the Parks and Recreation team 
has made a conscious initiative to fund 
the replacement and improvement of 
playgrounds throughout the county to 
improve our users’ experiences,” Parks 
and Recreation Assistant Director Jamie 
Baccari said. “With a focus on commu-
nity participation, Parks and Recreation 
actively worked with local youth to 
determine the types of play equipment 
they wanted to see in local projects.”

2024 is sure to see further improve-
ments to St. Johns County’s parks and 
play areas for the benefit of residents of 
all ages. 

     
 Let us know  

what you would  
like to read in  

The CreekLine!
editor@ 

floridanewsline.com
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Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919  

for advertising rates

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisements! Call for details (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

(904) 502-0891

Driveways
Pavers
Patios

Catering to the needs of
the homeowner since 2002

Walkways
Concrete Removal
Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836  and let's talk about what we can do for you!

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential -
no project too small

The Helpful Handyman

∙ Luxury vinyl flooring
∙ Interior/exterior painting
∙ Kitchen/bath remodels
∙ Custom carpentry
∙ Drywall install/repair

∙ Interior remodeling
∙ Tile install/repair
∙ Door/hardware install
∙ Wood rot repair
∙ And more!

Jan Lindahl 904-705-2382
www.TheHelpfulHandymanJan.com

Licensed and Insured 

35+ Years Experience
Free Estimates
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HEALTH & FITNESS
V I A G R A  a n d  C I A-
LIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español
D enta l  insuranc e 
f r o m  P h y s i c i a n s 
Mutual  Insurance 
C o m p a ny.  C o v e r -
age for 400+ proce-
dures. Real dental 
insurance - not just 
a discount plan. Get 
your free  Informa-
tion Kit with details! 
1 - 8 5 5 - 5 2 6 - 1 0 6 0 
www.dental50plus.
c o m / a d s  # 6 2 5 8
Attent ion  ox ygen 
therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is ca-
pable o f  fu l l  24/7 
o x y g e n  d e l i v e r y. 
On l y  2 . 8  p ounds . 
Free info k i t .  Cal l 
8 7 7 - 9 2 9 - 9 5 8 7

HOME SERVICES
A ging Roof ?  New 
Home owner ?  G o t 
S t o r m  D a m a g e ? 
You  ne e d  a  loca l 
e x p e r t  p r o v i d e r 
that proudly stands 
behind their work . 
Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. 
Call 1-888-878-9091
W a t e r  d a m a g e 
cleanup & restora-

tion: A small amount 
of water can lead to 
major damage and 
mold growth in your 
home. Our trusted 
p r o f e s s i o na l s  d o 
complete repairs to 
protect your family 
a n d  y o ur  h o m e ’s 
va l u e !  C a l l  24 / 7 : 
1 - 8 8 8 - 8 7 2 - 2 8 0 9
Professional lawn 
ser vice:  Fer t i l iza-
tion, weed control, 
seeding,  aerat ion 
&  m o s q u i to  c o n-
t ro l .  Ca l l  now for 
a  f ree quote .  A sk 
about our first ap-
pl icat ion special ! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 6 0 6 - 6 7 7 7
MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a  G e n e ra c  H o m e 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It ’s not 
j u s t  a  g e n e ra to r. 
It ’s a power move.
E l i m i n a t e  g u t t e r 
c leaning forever ! 
LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-
b l o c k i n g  g u t t e r 
protection. Sched-
ule f ree LeafFil ter 
e s t i m a t e  t o d a y . 

20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936
B AT H  &  S H O W E R 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Afford-
a b l e  p r i c e s  -  N o 
p a y m e n t s  f o r  1 8 
months!  L i fet ime 
w a r r a n t y  &  p r o -
fessional instal ls . 
Senior  & Mi l i tar y 
Discounts available.  
Cal l :  855-761-1725
D o n a t e  Yo u r  C a r 
to Veterans Today! 
Help and Suppor t 
our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% 
tax deductible. Call 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 4 5 - 0 3 9 8
B e c o m e  a  p u b -
l ished author.  We 
want to read your 
b o o k !  D o r r a n c e 
Publishing trusted 
s i n c e  1 9 2 0 .  C o n-
sultation, produc-
t ion,  promotion & 
d is t r ibu t ion .  C a l l 
f o r  f re e  au t h o r ’s 
g u i d e  1 - 8 7 7-7 2 9 -

4998 or visi t  dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads
S a f e  S t e p .  N o r t h 
America’s #1 Walk-
in tub. Comprehen-
sive l i fe t ime war-
rant y.  Top - of- the-
line installation and 
service. Now featur-
ing our free shower 
pack age & $1600 
off -  l imited time! 
F i n a n c i n g  a v a i l -
able. 1-855-417-1306
MobileHelp, Ameri-
ca’s premier mobile 
medical aler t sys-
tem. Whether you’re 
home or away. For 
s a f e t y  &  p e a c e 
o f  mind .  No  long 
t e r m  c o n t r a c t s ! 
F r e e  b r o c h u r e ! 
1 - 8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6
We s le y  F inanc ia l 
Group,  LLC  T ime -
s h a r e  C a n c e l l a -
t i o n  E x p e r t sO ve r 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n 
t imeshare debt  & 
fees cancel led in 
2019. Get free info 
p a c k a g e  &  l e a r n 

how to  ge t  r id  o f 
y o u r  t i m e s h a r e ! 
Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971
DIRECT V Stream - 
C a r r i e s  t h e  m o s t 
local MLB Games! 
C h o i c e  P a c k a g e 
$ 8 9. 9 9 / m o  f o r  12 
mos Stream on 20 
d e v i c e s  a t  o n c e . 
HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) 
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405
Replace your roof 
w/the best looking 
& longest  las t ing 
material steel from 
Er ie  Me ta l  Roof s! 
3  s t y l e s  &  m u l -
t iple colors avail-
ab le .  Guarante e d 
to last  a l i fe t ime! 
L i m i te d  T i m e  O f-
fer  up to  50% of f 
install + Addition-
a l  10% o f f  ins ta l l 
(military, health & 
1 s t  r e s p o n d e r s . ) 

1 - 8 3 3 - 3 7 0 - 1 2 3 4
Ja c u z z i  B a t h  R e -
model can install a 
new, custom bath or 
shower in as little 
as one day.  For a 
limited time, we’re 
cutting installation 
costs in half and of-
fering a FREE safety 
upgrade! Additional 
terms apply.  Sub-
ject to change and 
vary by dealer. Of-
f e r  e n d s  3 / 3 1 / 24 
Call 1-844-501-3208
Don’t let the stairs 
limit your mobility! 

Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone 
who struggles on 
the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall 
or wants to regain 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r 
ent i re  home.  Cal l 
AmeriGlide today! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 9 9 - 3 5 9 5
Alaska, Europe, Ha-
wai i  +  dozens  o f 
other popular trips! 
S tar t ing at  $1649 
pp (double  occu-
pancy req’d.)  YMT 
Va c a t i o n s  p l a n s 
everything, leaving 
you to relax & en-

joy. Call 1-877-626-
1958 M-F for more 
details. Use promo 
c o d e  Y M T 2 0 2 4 
for  $250 of f .  L im-
i t e d  t i m e  o n l y . 

B e s t  s a te l l i te  T V 
wi th  2  Year  pr ice 
guarantee! $59.99/
mo with 190 chan-
nels and 3 months 
free premium movie 
channels! Free next 
d ay  i n s t a l l a t i o n ! 
Call 888-605-3849

Job Finder:
Smiles by Dr. Craig Hadgis Orthodontist is hiring a new team member to 
assist in providing the highest level of service in a fun fast paced environ-
ment. Excellent relationship skills & practical experience in supervision 
and training in Orthodontics a plus. 401K, Health Ins, paid time off, retire-
ment plans offered.  Must be able to commute between 32086 & 32259.

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Call 866-643-0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

The 
Pantry 
Raiders

Enjoy a taste of tradition easily

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Tamales are a traditional Meso-
american dish made of a masa dough 
and fillings, and then steamed in a 
corn husk or banana leaves. While 
tamales certainly are delicious, the 
time-consuming nature of making 
them may compel some to avoid 
preparing them at home. This recipe 
for “Chicken Tamale Pie” offers the 
flavors of tamales in a single-pan 
dish. Try it, courtesy of “30-Minute 
Meal Prep” (Sourcebooks) by Robin 
Miller.

Chicken Tamale Pie
Serves 4

1 (8.5 -ounce) box corn muffin mix 
(such as Jiffy)

⅓ cup milk

2 tbsp. unsalted butter, melted

1 large egg

2 tsp. taco seasoning

½ cup corn, canned, fresh or frozen 
(thawed if frozen)

2 cups shredded, cooked chicken

1 cup red enchilada sauce, divided

1 cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese, 

or a blend of cheddar and Jack, or 
Mexican cheese blend

Fresh cilantro leaves (whole or 
chopped) for serving

1. Preheat the oven to 400 F. Coat a 
9-inch pie plate or oven-safe skillet 
(such as cast iron) with cooking spray.

2. In a large bowl, 
whisk together the 
corn muffin mix, milk, 
butter, egg, and taco 
seasoning. Fold in 
the corn. Transfer the 
mixture to the pre-
pared pan, and smooth 
the surface. Bake for 
12 to 15 minutes, until 
a wooden toothpick 
inserted near the cen-
ter comes out clean or 
with moist bits cling-
ing to it.

3. Meanwhile, in a 
large skillet or sauce-
pan, combine the 
chicken and ¾ cup of 
the enchilada sauce. 
Set the pan over me-
dium heat and warm the 

mixture through.

4. Using the end of a wooden spoon or 
spatula, poke holes all over the corn-
bread in the pan. Pour the remaining 
enchilada sauce into the holes. Top the 
cornbread with the chicken mixture. 
Top with the cheese.

5. Bake for 5 minutes, until the cheese 
melts.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Chicken Tamale Pie.
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St. Augustine Celtic Music and Heritage 
Festival announces entertainment in 
March
 

The St. Augustine Celtic Music & Her-
itage Festival is being held in America’s 
Oldest Celtic City with multi-award-
winning cultural events on Saturday, 
March 9 from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m., 
and Sunday, March 10 from 10 a.m. 
until 7 p.m. Top international and 
U.S. Celtic bands, Highland Games, 
workshops, lectures, Celtic food and 
artisan crafts, and a St. Patrick Day 
parade will be featured, plus a whiskey 
tasting event on Friday, March 8 from 
7 p.m. until 9 p.m. The Celtic Music 
& Heritage Festival and activities will 
be held at Francis Field, 29 W. Castillo 
Drive in historic downtown St. Augus-
tine.

The event’s touring bands are from 
Scotland, Ireland, Canada, and the 
U.S. with traditional and Celtic rock 
music. An extensive music line-up 
includes festival favorites Albann-
ach, Dublin City Ramblers, Jamison, 
La Unica, Seven Nations, Steel City 
Rovers, and Syr, with Emmet Cahill 
returning after a five-year absence. 

Tickets and VIP passes include a vari-
ety of entertainment options for both 
days. Vendors will offer Celtic cuisine 
along with a variety of food and bever-
age, as well as handmade and imported 
Celtic crafts. Visit www.celticstaugus-
tine.com for more information about 
tickets, the Festival, and St. Patrick 
Parade.
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3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

The Adult Day Program at River Garden offers 
a purposeful, safe environment for seniors who 
require extra support. Each day features a variety 
of activities designed to engage clients’ physical, 
social, occupational and intellectual needs. It also 
provides a worry-free time during the week for 
caregivers to work, relax or tend to their own needs.

A not-for-profi t agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Join us as we host an Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group 
2nd Wednesday of every month at 3:30 p.m. 

(904) 288.7858  I  RiverGarden.org

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Tina Hemby, an eighth-grade pre-
algebra teacher at Mill Creek Academy, 
was named the 2023 – 2024 St. Johns 
County School District Teacher of the 
Year at a special recognition banquet in 
St. Augustine on Feb. 1. Aimee Monie, 
a chemistry teacher at Tocoi Creek High 
School, was named as the 2023 – 2024 
St. Johns County Rookie Teacher of the 
Year.

Hemby has 29 years of experience as an 
educator in mathematics, elementary 
education, and general science in St. 
Johns County District Schools, and pre-
viously in South Carolina. She has been 
honored with a Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching, among many recognitions and 
memberships in educational associa-
tions.

Hemby is a Clinical Evaluator Trained 
Teacher (CET) and Mentor; teacher 
member of St. Johns County School 
District’s Unity Cohort; Math Depart-
ment Chairperson and is trained in 
Advancement Via Individual Determi-
nation (AVID) and Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) as a 
grade level representative.

Hemby was inspired by her father who 
was a math teacher. She cultivates a 
positive learning environment to build 
a solid teacher-student relationship. In 
Spring 2023, more than 80 percent of 
her students scored a mastery level on 

the eighth 
grade 
Florida As-
sessment 
of Student 
Thinking 
(FAST) 
math-
ematics 
test while 
meeting or 
exceeding 
mastery of 
the State 
of Florida’s 

student 
pre-algebra 
benchmarks.  

Monie is a 
chemistry 
teacher at 
Tocoi Creek 
High School 
and has 
worked just 
over one year 
as an educa-
tor in the St. 
Johns County 
School District. In addition to her dedi-
cation to young people and day-to-day 
teaching responsibilities, she mentors 
numerous students inside and outside of 
the classroom and serves as a volunteer 
with multiple organizations on campus. 
Monie stated that she is honored and 
privileged to teach students and wit-
ness their growth and positive changes 
experienced in school and in life. She 
incorporates inquiry-based learning 
techniques in her classroom to engage 
students and help them develop critical 
thinking skills. While a Rookie teacher 
herself, Monie mentors, answers any 
questions, and holds unofficial trainings 
with several of the newer teachers in her 
department. 

As Teacher of the Year, Hemby will 
represent St. Johns County at the State 
of Florida Teacher of the Year event in 
July 2024.  

Finalists for 2023 – 2024 Teacher of the 
Year included Hemby; Kristen Ander-
son, a first-grade teacher at Valley Ridge 
Academy; Samantha Gayso an eighth-
grade teacher in English Language Arts 
(ELA) at Alice B. Landrum Middle 
School; Robyn Rice who teaches Excep-
tional Student Education (ESE) at John 
A. Crookshank Elementary School; and 
Master Chief Duane Spears who teaches 
10th and 11th grade students as an 
instructor in Naval Science studies and 
Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training 
Corps (NJROTC) at Allen D. Nease 
High School.     

Photo courtesy Kelli Gallant

On Thursday, Feb. 15, Kelsey Gorski’s second grade class celebrated Timberlin Creek Elementary’s resource officer, 
Deputy Anthony Harrel.

Mill Creek Academy and Tocoi Creek 
teachers named Teachers of the Year

TCE celebrates National 
School Resource Officers Day

Photos courtesy Investing in Kids (INK!)

Tina Hemby.

Aimee Monie.
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Your Local Dance Experts

Adults-Teens-Kids
Beginner to Advanced 
Private and Group lessons

Call today to schedule your
FREE 

30 Minute 
Lesson!

Venue Rental

Visit our online Calendar and 
Class Schedule at 

www.AABDance.com

778 State Road 13, Suite 4
St Johns, FL 32259
904.679.5697

Ask About our
Wedding Packages

Private Parties, Weddings or Special Events
200 person capacity – 4,000 Sq ft

CREATIVE MARCITE inc. 
Complete Pool Renovations & Remodeling

Quality workmanship - 47 years exper ience

Serving FRUIT COVE, St Johns and Duval County

State Lic. # RP0025273

Call today to schedule
a FREE consultation

Direct 904-349-7837
Oce 904-287-3933

www.creativepoolsbymichael.com

BEFORE AFTER

 

Please Donate Today.

danielkids.org 
904.296.1055

YOUR DONATION CAN
• supply counseling for abused children
• connect neglected children with foster families
• provide homeless teens with shelter and support
• strengthen and reunify high-risk families

Due to abuse, neglect or serious emotional issues, 
many children can’t even imagine a positive future. 
Daniel’s experienced team can help them heal and 
build better tomorrows, but we need your help.

PAVE THE WAY TO A BRIGHTER FUTURE
for Local Kids in Crisis

Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

Just like that, we’re entering the third 
month of the year and spring is well un-
derway. February held some warm days 
like last year and fishing has responded 
well. March is like the October of spring 
as we start to transition back into our 
summer pattern. Trees will be brandish-
ing vibrant green leaves and even the 
fish will somehow absorb the colors to 
look more picturesque. It’s hard not to 
get excited about fishing in March.

Specks responded to the warm weather 
last month, and lots of big fish moved 
into area creeks. This month most of the 
bigger fish should still be in the shallow-
er water. They can seem very scattered 
when they do this so be patient and 
fish thoroughly. Minnows may not be 
the best for this since they are a slower 
presentation. Small jigs or beetle spins 
work well when you need to cover water 
searching for fish. I don’t find them to 
be too picky when they’re in the shal-
lows either. I like bright colors so they 
can see it. By the end of this month 
lots of them will be done spawning 
and they’ll start moving back to deeper 
water and back out to the river. If you’re 

looking to keep any, remember to only 
take what you need. These fish are 
sowing the seeds of our fishery for the 
coming years. 

Bass will be doing very similar things to 
the specks this month. Unfortunately, 
they just don’t seem as numerous. We 
don’t have the best sight fishing op-
portunities, so looking for beds can be 
tough. If you slowly and methodically 
work shorelines, you should eventually 
come across some fish. I spend most of 
my time with shiners this time of year 
since it’s the most consistent way to 
catch larger fish.

It’s also not too soon to be thinking 
about chasing some saltwater species 
in the river. Redfish will be moving in 
hungry and one of the best bait this 
early in the year is blue crab. Before 
we get the flush of bait fish, crab is just 
about the only thing on the menu, but 
they don’t seem to mind. Another crab 
eater to be on the lookout for would be 
sheepshead. Use a smaller piece of crab 
or clam if you’re trying to fool one. Get 
out there and enjoy it. Tight lines. 

County adopts golf cart 
ordinance
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns County Board of County 
Commissioners voted 5-0 on Jan. 16 to 
adopt Ordinance No. 20247, amending 
Ordinance No. 2018-42, regarding the 
regulation of the operation of golf carts, 
low speed vehicles, and mini trucks 
within St. Johns County in the interest 
of public safety, conforming to recent 
changes in State statute. The new ordi-
nance outlines requirements to operate a 
golf cart or similar vehicle on designated 
County roads or multi-use paths. 

The requirements outlined in the ad-
opted ordinance include the following:

• A golf cart may not be operated upon 
a designated county road or multi-
use path by a person who is under 18 
years of age unless he or she possesses a 
valid learner’s permit or a valid driver’s 
license.

• A golf cart may not be operated upon 
a designated county road or multi-use 
path by a person who is 18 years of age 
or older unless he or she possesses a 
valid form of government-issued photo-
graphic identification (ID).

“Our top priority is the safety and 
security of our residents and visitors,” 
St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hard-
wick said. “During the 2023 Legislative 
Session, the St. Johns County Sheriff’s 
Office successfully advocated to change 
the state statute in regards to golf cart 
drivers. Because of underage golf cart 
drivers, we have seen an increase in 
accidents with serious bodily injuries. 
By requiring golf cart drivers under the 
age of 18 to possess a learner’s permit 
or driver’s license, we are ensuring the 
driver has basic knowledge of the rules 
of the road.”

Coming in the April Issue!
Summer Camp
Activities Guide&

Does your business 
cater to kids?
This special section 
is for you!

Call Linda Gay today to learn more

904.607.5062
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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Nina McIntosh, PA-C, Sarah Hagerbrant, DO, Jaime Kibler, DO, 
Donald J. Levine, MD, Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios, 
PA-C, are dedicated to your family’s health through every stage of life. 
They offer you and your family a medical home, where you can enjoy 
an ongoing relationship with your personal physician. Convenient. 
Caring. Connected. That’s changing health care for good.

Areas of expertise include:

• Sports/school physicals
• Immunizations
• Well child visits
• Preventive/GYN exams
• Disease management

• Minor skin lesion and  
mole removal

• Osteopathic treatment
• On-site lab

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

© Baptist Health 2022

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.

Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
30 Ardisia Lane • St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.2794
baptistprimarycare.net

WE’VE MOVED!

www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672
Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.

500 SR 13 N. 
Behind McDonald's, 
Next to Primrose
904-217-7326

2430 Blanding Blvd 
904-267-1900

2560 US Highway 1 S.
St Augustine, FL 32086
904- 203-1390

5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

3575 US Highway 17
904-458-4997

Come see us before your next road trip!Come see us before your next road trip!
$25 OFF
$100 OR MORE PURCHASE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes oil change.

$50 OFF
ANY SET OF TIRES
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$5 OFF
ANY OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$39.99
CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

“Servicing Every Customer Like 
They’re FAMOUS!”

Let Famous Automotive Professionals 
give you a 5-Star Service.

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

In early February, I noticed some neigh-
bors out pruning their crape myrtles 
(Lagerstroemia indica). While they aren’t 
my favorite group of plants, there is no 
doubt that they can find a place in many 
southern landscapes. From their beauti-
ful flowers in colors from white through 
pink and pale mauve, to deep cherry red, 
and their varied sizes from small shrubs 
to mid-size trees, it can be argued that 
there is a crape myrtle for any yard. Do 
your research and you could find a crape 
myrtle the exact color and size to suit 
your landscape.

I was spurred to write about them when 
I saw one gardener taking great care in 
pruning his mid-size crape myrtles. If 
you need to prune a crape myrtle please 
take the advice in this article: http://
tinyurl.com/2ej5jvdm. It shouldn’t be a 
quick cut over with electric shears, but 
a considered trim with suitable pruning 
tools like clippers and loppers. Minimize 
pruning to correct structural problems 
like rubbing branches, but if you have a 
plant that was badly pruned in the past, 
you can prune it more aggressively to 
encourage a more attractive growth pat-
tern, although it might take a few years 
to show the results.

There are some lovely flowering trees 
around town. Redbud (Cercis canaden-
sis) and red maple (Acer rubrum) are 
standouts. Our native plums, chickasaw 
plum (Prunus angustifolia) and flatwoods 
plum (Prunus umbellata), which doesn’t 
tend to sucker, cover themselves with 
many delicate small white flowers. All 
these trees attract early bees and enable 
honeybees to begin replenishing their 
hives and solitary bees to build up their 
strength after emerging as adults. A little 
later, fringe trees (Chionanthus virginicus) 
bloom copiously before they leaf out, 
with bright white “tassels” of flowers. 
Female trees can produce many small 
black fruits (drupes) that are attractive to 
birds. It’s still a good time of year to plant 
shrubs and trees, so why not consider 
some of our native trees and shrubs 
(http://tinyurl.com/5n76mzz6). 

Although dogwoods (Cornus florida) are 
beloved in the panhandle and north cen-
tral Florida, climate and soil conditions 
are not ideal here in northeast Florida. 
Dogwoods easily fall prey to problems 
like powdery mildew and twig borers, 
which makes them a poor choice. Much 
of Duval County along the St. Johns 
River and east to the ocean is now in 
Zone 9b because of rising temperatures, 
so if you have an ailing dogwood tree it is 
probably time to remove it.

Larry Figart, our Extension Urban For-
estry Agent, confirmed that the following 

advice would be useful to homeowners 
who are contemplating replacing a tree. 
And the city tree planting program is still 
available.

• Choose a tree that isn't susceptible to 
the disease that may have killed the tree. 
This is especially important for mush-
room root rot (armillaria). If your tree 
turned brown almost overnight, examine 
the trunk behind the bark, just above the 
soil line. A fine white lacy mycelium is 
indicative of this fungus. 

• Don't plant directly on top of a ground 
stump but choose a place two or three 
yards away from the root flare.

• Remove as many old roots as possible 
as well as any sawdust. The sawdust or 
stump grindings can be composted but 
only if the heap is managed well and gen-
erates heat. Layer brown and green mate-
rial, keep it moist not wet, and turn it 
regularly (http://tinyurl.com/2s484xp2).

• If the ground is uneven, bring in good 
quality topsoil and incorporate it widely 
in and around the new planting area. 
Leave it to settle, without compacting the 
area. 

• If the new tree is to be planted in the 
right of way, consider taking advan-
tage of the City of Jacksonville’s free 
tree planting program: http://tinyurl.
com/3stjbb33.

• If you are going to plant the tree 
yourself, go check out http://tinyurl.
com/2t4uv3y3 for more information.

Spring is historically a drier season here, 
so take particular care to water any new 
plantings appropriately, especially woody 
shrubs and trees, which can be pricey in-
vestments. Make sure to mulch correctly 
— no “volcano” mulching please! Mulch 
heaped up around tree trunks just invites 
fungal diseases, so when replenishing 
mulch in established beds and around 
trees, always keep it away from the actual 
plants it’s intended to protect. For infor-
mation about different types of mulch 
see http://tinyurl.com/4e39hcyz. 

The next “New Leaf – Yard & Garden” 
newsletter will be out in early March 
(http://tinyurl.com/mw59am22). Don’t 
forget to check it out.

GardeningGardening By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Crape murder? And new trees

Photo courtesy Lesley Arrandale
Flatwoods plum blossom
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By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Dreams Come True in Lucerne, 
SwitzerlandTravelTravel

As a child, I fondly remember the 
book “Heidi,” about a young orphan 
girl sent to live with her grandfa-
ther in the Swiss Alps. She develops 
a deep love of the mountains and 
nature. Looking back, I believe I 
was drawn more to the illustrations 
than the storyline, as I clearly recall 
wishing to see the Alps, chalets, and 
grazing cows. My chance finally came 
when I signed up for a river cruise 
from Basel, Switzerland, to Cologne, 
Germany. 

My travel buddy Judy and I flew to 
Zurich and boarded a train directly 
from the airport to Lucerne. Swiss 
Rail makes it easy. I’m glad I listened 
to a friend’s recommendation to 
spend two days in Lucerne because 
the beauty and ambiance of the city 
can’t be overstated. The stunning Old 
Town rests on Lake Lucerne’s banks, 
surrounded by stunning mountains 
featuring Mt. Pilatus, rising approxi-
mately 7,000 feet. 

After a five-minute walk from the 
train station, Judy and I dropped 
our bags at the hotel. We set off to 
explore the enchanting city by cross-
ing the famous Chapel Bridge. This 
covered wooden bridge rests on stilts 
with a picturesque tower first built in 
1333. Lush flowering window boxes 
line the railings, and religious paint-
ings grace the architectural archways. 

A stroll through the pedestrian-only 
historic center included fascinating 
houses painted with historical scenes 

or artistic details of former artisan 
guilds. You’ll see fountains, flowers, 
unusual rooflines, and inviting shops. 

We then headed across town to the 
Lion Memorial, another famous 
landmark carved into a rock face. 
Next to the monument lies the Gla-
cier Garden Museum, a place that 
truly surprised us. The interactive 
displays start with geology, the Ice 
Age, and the formation of the Alps. 
Stairs within the rock gardens lead 
to fantastic views above the lake and 
city. The unexpected fun came when 
we entered the Mirror Maze and lost 
our way among our mirrored reflec-
tions and the path. This hall of 51 
mirrors was built in 1896 for the 
Swiss National Exhibition in Ge-
neva and moved to Lucerne in 1899. 
We left exhausted from laughing at 
ourselves. I absolutely recommend a 
visit. 

In the evening, we dined on (you 
guessed it) cheese fondue. When in 
Switzerland, you must try it as well as 
decadent Swiss chocolates. 

The following day, we signed up 
for a day tour beginning with a lake 
cruise that transported visitors to the 
entrance to the most vertical cog rail-
road in the world. The thrilling and 
speedy ride up Mt. Pilatus presents 
an ever-changing landscape. We left 
the fog-enshrouded lake behind and 
ascended to clear, sunny skies at the 
summit. Here, I basked in the soaring 
panorama of the Alps: Eiger, Mönch, 

and Jungfrau, a dream come true. We 
also met hearty hikers who climbed 
the peak, something I do not dream 
about. 

A gondola ride zipped us partway 
down the mountain, stopping where 
visitors can enjoy toboggan runs or 
challenging rope courses. We lingered 
at the dramatic background and rode 
a second gondola down to the out-
skirts of Lucerne. The day ended with 
a sunset cruise on the lake, albeit 
without a memorable sunset, but the 
narration answered many questions 
about the area. 

Before leaving on a train to Basel, we 
wanted to visit the impressive Jesuit 
Church but found it closed. But, we 
discovered a fascinating cuckoo clock 
store (very pricey) and numerous 
chocolatiers. We missed Lucerne’s 
many museums but delighted in 
every minute of our stay. The city 
becomes a photographer’s jackpot and 
the perfect way to start a trip through 
Switzerland and Germany.

For information: www.luzern.com

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read 
more of local travel writer Debi 
Lander’s stories and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Going up on the cog railroad.

Toboggan RunHouses with artistic paintings
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U F  H E A L T H  I S  C O M I N G  S O O N  T O  D U R B I N  P A R K

UF Health is bringing a world-class health and wellness experience to Durbin Park. 
Our new 42-acre campus will feature a state-of-the-art hospital, an outpatient 
surgery center and the medical specialties your family needs, delivered with 
the exceptional, compassionate care that is a UF Health hallmark. And should 
your medical issue require highly specialized care, you’ll have access to the 
internationally-renowned expertise of UF Health, one of the Southeast’s most 
comprehensive academic health centers.

Visit StJohns.UFHealth.org/DurbinPark to learn more.

Advancing health care 
in a region on the rise.


