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Greenland Pines 
Elementary 
showcases 
littlest artists 
By Traci Gunston
mail@floridanewsline.com

On the evening of March 12, 
Greenland Pines Elementary School 
hosted the first annual PreK art show. 
Presented within the school’s multi-
purpose room, the show displayed 
works created by students aged three 
to five, from within the school’s eight 
preschool classrooms. Each student 
worked to create three to four pieces 
of art using mediums such as clay, 
canvas, paint, recycled materials, and 
more. 

When the doors opened at 5:30 p.m., 
visitors began their tour with a visit 
to the “Meet the Artist” wall before 
stopping at the refreshment table to 
paint cookies with icing. 

Photos courtesy Traci Gunston

CREATIVE MARCITE inc. 
Complete Pool 

Renovations & Remodeling
Quality workmanship - 47 years experience

Serving FRUIT COVE, St Johns and Duval County
State Lic. # RP0025273

Call today to schedule
a FREE consultation

Direct 904-349-7837
Office 904-287-3933

www.creativepoolsbymichael.com

BEFORE AFTER

Second Saturday Arts and Farmers Market 
supports local businesses and church 
outreach programs

Photos courtesy Mary Buskohl-Coulton 

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Back in 2015 the then-pastor of First 
Christian Church on San Jose Bou-
levard listened to the wishes of some 
congregation members and approved 
the formation of a crafts market in 
the church’s parking lot. Starting with 
just five vendors, the market grew and 
became known as the Second Saturday 
Arts and Farmers Market — making it 
easy to remember the date each month 
that the market is open. 

A few years later, after the pastor and 
the original congregants had moved 
away, Mary Buskohl-Coulton agreed 
to take over the administration of the 
market. 

“I had been to the market and seen its 
success, both as a customer and a some-
time vendor,” Buskohl-Coulton said. “I 
knew how popular it was and so I took 
it over and set about trying to get the 
word out to more people.”

Buskohl-Coulton said that of the 
original five vendors, two are still at 
the market each month. They generally 
have about 50 different vendors, but 
that number grows to around 70 during 

the Christmas season, when the market 
is both outdoors and indoors. Vendors 
include various crafts, food, (including 
fruits and vegetables in season), jew-
elry, local honey, baked goods, soaps, 
Scentsy, candles, a butcher, personal 
care, clothes, and more.

“I do try to keep du-
plication of vendors 
to a minimum to 
provide the widest 
variety for custom-
ers,” Buskohl-Coul-
ton said.

Hosted by First 
Christian Church 
(Disciples of 
Christ), the Second 
Saturday Arts and 
Farmers Market is 
considered an out-
reach of the church 
and vendor rentals 

support some of the church’s missions. 
Buskohl-Coulton said the main pro-
grams supported are the Mandarin Food 
Bank, the church’s preschool program, 
and the Florida Christian Apartments 
in Jacksonville, which are affiliated with 
the Disciples of Christ denomination 
and provide low-income housing for 
disabled senior citizens.

“When you shop the market you also 
support outreach programs,” Buskohl-
Coulton said. “We are family friendly 
and (well behaved and on leash) pet 
friendly. Everyone is welcome!”

The Second Saturday Arts and Farm-
ers Market is located at 11924 San Jose 
Blvd. It is open the second Saturday of 
each month (May’s market will be on 
May 11) from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. During 
the hot summer months of June, July 
and August, the market closes an hour 
earlier, at 1 p.m.
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JRDENTAL 
General I Specialty I Dental Lab 

Accepting New Patients of All Ages 

• Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD
• Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD
• Dr. Jeannette Hanna, DMD
• Dr. Sydney Fowler, DMD
• Dr. Annie Vue, DDS
• Dr. Andrew Folwer, DMD
• Dr. Kevin Vera, DDS
• Dr. Nashid Ahmed, DDS
At Our Specialty Center: 
• Dr. Yianne Krtizas, Oral Surgery

Same- Day Fixed 
Implant Teeth 

Snap-On Dentures 
with Implants 

• Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics
• Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics
• Dr. Haider Alramli, Periodontist

Creating Smiles & Relationships 
for a Lifetime! 

New Patient Special 
I FREE $59 

Includes Comprehensive Exam, I- _ _ Orthodontic Consultation _ _ 

Full Mouth Series of X-rays & I 
Panoramic X-ray. (D0150, D0210, D0330) 

- - - - - - - _I 

$29 

FREE 
Implant Consultation with 

3D X-Ray $500 Value! 
Safe & Quick Implant Placement with 3D Cone 

L. •t d E 
Beam Scan for Implant Supported Denture, 

1m1 e mergency 
I SingleTooth/Bridge. 

Exam & X-Ray Consultation to deten11ine implant fee starting at $1500. --------�----------
$299 $500 OFF 
Surgical lnvisalign 

Tooth Extraction I Includes Free Bleaching Trays & 
_JSe�ay�y�lu�m�wi�m�th)

_1 
__ wh�nin�el�hF�she�Tre�en.'.,_ _ 

$500 OFF 1 $5000 OFF 

Enjoy Eating & Smiling Again! 

Our group of dental specialists provide 
expert care from simple to complex cases! 

Implant & 
Denture Center 

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FLWestminsterWoodsFL.org

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn 
how you can save thousands!

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging, 
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

• Housekeeping
• 24-hour security
• Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
• Fishing and boat docks
• Heated, outdoor swimming pool
• A wide range of important aging services
• And more!

Don’t leave
your future

to chance
Secure a plan for life

Once inside the gallery 
area, the teachers and 
paraprofessionals set up 
imaginative art displays 
for students, family 
members, and friends 
to tour using trees and 
mountains to showcase 
beautiful butterflies, 
caterpillars, flowers, and 
purple dinosaurs. The 
bleachers were trans-
formed into a rainbow 
displaying carousel 
horses, magnet painted 
canvases, and a Chihuly 
inspired piece created 
using watercolor dyed 
coffee filters. Even 
the basketball goals were utilized in 
the gallery as a way to show suncatch-
ers and yarn creations dipped in glue. 
Guests enjoyed student self-portraits, 
hand-painted knee bowls, collage hearts, 

and large painted river rocks as they 
wandered through the gallery with their 
little artist. 

Following the gallery walk, students and 
families enjoyed some 
fun in the interactive 
kid’s zone where students 
could make a craft, color, 
and even add their own 
tiny masterpiece to the 
tiny art gallery. Finally, as 
families departed, parents 
were able to view and bid 
on a class canvas created 
by their child’s class. The 
canvases, available via 
silent auction, served 
as a fundraiser for each 
classroom and were the 
highlight of the evening. 

We make 
advertising easy … 

Call today!
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FFBBFF Penny Lane!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the top of the plaza where 
Tony’s Cantina Mexican Grill is located.

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Breed: 
Vizsla

Favorite Activity: 
Taking walks and swimming at Walter Jones 

Historic Park
Favorite Food: 

Anything humans eat
Favorite Friend: 

Penny’s flock of chickens
How did your BFF get her name: 

Color like a penny and love for the song 
“Penny Lane” by the Beatles

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

to
 ou

r

PG 10

Summer 
Camp and

Activities Guide 
in this issue!

Pages 6 – 8

Don't miss our June issue!
Deadline 5/17/24

A. petal  B. blooming  C. warmth  D. sunshine

 

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Introducing Oticon INTENTTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon INTENTTM helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for 
better speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

• FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman  
Audiologist /Owner HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

You're invited to tr y Oticon INTENT  TMRISK FREE 5/31/2024
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 1:30 
p.m. at Tommy Hazouri Park (formerly Manda-
rin Park). The courts are at the park entrance 
next to the tennis courts. Try to get there a few 
minutes early for court assignments. Begin-
ners are welcome. Just show up (a few minutes 
before playing time), unless it rains. (Beginning 
Tuesday, June 4, play time will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
due to warmer weather.)

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every Satur-
day, except on holiday weekends, at 8:30 a.m. at 
Baha’i Community Center, 5034 Greenland Road. 
Guests are welcome. The meetings can also be 
attended online at https://toastofjax.toastmas-
tersclubs.org/.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in 
the Kids’ Building of Trinity Mandarin, located 
at 2955 Orange Picker Road. This jam is open to 
everyone and all levels of ability are welcome. 
Come to play with the group or just sit back and 
enjoy the music. For more information, contact 
Burt Coulliette at (904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy 
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items 
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit 
Company, 1627 Race Track Road in St. Johns. Vis-
it the group’s Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) 
or email playinghookie2022@gmail.com for 
more information.

GriefShare group will meet on Tuesdays 
through July 23 from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at the 
Cody Enrichment Center at St. Joseph’s Catholic 
church, 4152 Loretto Road. Registration is never 
closed and each week a different topic is cov-
ered. Call (904) 318-9308 for more information 
and sign up.

3rd  and 4th: Annual Plant Sale at Man-
darin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road 

on May 3 and 4 from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Lawn orna-
ments, pots and other garden related items are 
available as well as sales and education from 
the Rose Society, Orchid Society and Bonsai 

Club. The public is invited.

4th: Walter Jones Historical Park build-
ings, including the 1898 St. Joseph's 

Mission Schoolhouse for African American 
Children, the 1875 Webb Jones Farmhouse, the 
1876 Barn, and the Losco Winery, will be open 
on May 4 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. The Historic 
Mandarin Store & Post Office, located at 12471 
Mandarin Road, will also be open. Museum 
volunteers will be inside each building for 
guided tours. Admission is free; Donations help 
support the museum’s programming and opera-
tions. Visit www.mandarinmuseum.org for more 
information.

4th: Meet the Maple Leaf Divers at the 
Mandarin Museum, 11964 Mandarin 

Road, from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. on Saturday, May 4. 
This is an informal, conversational-style event; 
drop in anytime within the two hours to chat 
with Dr. Keith Holland and his team and view 
the museum’s expanded Maple Leaf exhibit. Ad-
mission to Meet the Maple Leaf Divers and Man-
darin Museum is free. Donations help support 
the museum’s programming and operations. For 
more information, visit www.mandarinmuseum.
org or call (904) 268-0784.

4th: Mandarin Frog Paint Party at 
Mandarin Museum on Saturday, May 4 

at 10 a.m. Purchase, paint, and take home your 
very own Mandarin Frog (or sea turtle or squir-
rel). The cost is $22 per person and advanced 
registration is required. To register, email info@
mandarinmuseum.org. 

5th: Music Under the Oaks community music 
jam, hosted by the Mandarin Museum & Histori-
cal Society and North Florida Folk Network will 
resume underneath the beautiful trees in front 
of Mandarin Museum on Sunday, May 4 from 2 
p.m. – 4 p.m. Bring a chair or blanket and relax 
and listen. Mandarin Museum and the 1898 
Schoolhouse will be open to visitors. Visit www.
mandarinmuseum.org or call (904) 268-0784 for 
more information.

7th: Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet 
on Tuesday, May 7 at 6:30 p.m. at 

Mandarin Presbyterian Church in the Woody 
Room (left-side far door) at 11844 Mandarin 
Road. The guild’s traditional "Ugly" Auction of 
member provided sewing related items (not 
magazines) will be held. Bring a checkbook for 
your new treasures. Wearing masks is optional. 
New members/guests welcome. Visit honeybe-
equilters.org for more information.

11th: Second Saturday Arts and Farmers 
Market at First Christian Church, 11924 

San Jose Blvd. on May 11 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Visit 
www.facebook.com/SecondSatMarket/ for more 
information.

11th: The Southern Genealogist's Exchange 
Society celebrates a Mother’s Day Eng-

lish Tea honoring female ancestors on Saturday, 
May 11 beginning at 12 p.m. at the Historic River-
dale Inn, 1521 Riverside Ave. The program will 
feature Carol Clay and a handout on researching 
your female ancestors will be included. The cost 
is $50 for members and $60 for non-members. 
Visit www.sgesjax.org to register for the meeting 
or call (904) 778-1000 for more information.

16th: Third Thursday Lecture featuring 
“Our Mandarin Neighbors” will be 

held on May 16 from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at 
the Mandarin Community Club, 12447 Mandarin 
Road. The lecture will be hosted by Mandarin 
Museum in partnership with the Mandarin Com-
munity Club. Admission is free and the event is 
open to the community.

16th: “Health Risks and Remedies in Your 
Garden” will be presented by Master 

Gardener Jan Duncan on May 16 at 10 a.m. at the 
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road. The 
public is invited to this free event. Visit www.
mandaringardenclub.org for more information.

20th: The All Star Quilters Guild will meet 
at 9:30 a.m. for socializing prior to 

the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday, May 20 at First 
Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. Sandy 
Fitzpatrick of Hissyfitz Designs will be sharing 

her machine applique expertise. Sew and Tell is 
always a feature. Guests are welcome. Visit www.
allstarquilters.org for more information.

21st: “Camellias” will be presented by 
Walter Bryant, Florida Native Plant 

Society on May 21 at 10 a.m. at the Mandarin 
Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road. The public is 
invited. Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org for 
more information.

23rd: Mandarin Republican Club will 
meet on Thursday, May 23 at St. 

Mary’s Seafood, 11290 Old St. Augustine Road. 
Social time begins at   6 p.m. and the meet-
ing starts at 6:30 p.m. First time visitors are 
welcome.

23rd: Mandarin Women’s Club’s monthly 
meeting and luncheon featuring 

the annual fashion show will be held on May 
23 beginning at 10:30 a.m. at the Ramada Inn 
Mandarin. The luncheon will feature the club’s 
“Glammy Awards,” for members only. The cost of 
the lunch is $25 and reservations and payment 
must be received by May 16 by calling Jo-Ellen 
at (904) 635-8722 or emailing her at joshifty@
aol.com. Visit www.mandarinwomensclub.com 
for more information and membership forms.

23rd: “Basic 105 — Horticulture” will be 
presented by Wayne Hobbs, UF/IFAS 

Extension Clay County Environmental Horticul-
ture Agent and Master Gardener Coordinator, on 
May 23 at 7 p.m. at the Mandarin Garden Club, 
2892 Loretto Road. The public is invited to this 
free event. Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org 
for more information.

31st: The Italian American Club of 
Jacksonville will hold its popular 

Spaghetti to Go on Friday, May 31 from 5 p.m. until 
the spaghetti is gone at the club building, 2838 
Westberry Road. Take out only; cash, credit and 
debit cards are accepted. Dinners cost $13 and 
there are small charges for extra meatballs, can-
nolis and pizza rolls. No phone orders. Visit www.
iacofjacksonville.com or call (904) 586-2700 for 
more information.

What’s Happening in MandarinWhat’s Happening in Mandarin
Community CalendarMayMay

We are your local Outdoor
Power Equipment Warehouse –
the leading lawnmower store

in St. Augustine, FL. 

TWO DAY OPEN HOUSE!

GREAT DISCOUNTS ON ALL PRODUCTS!

Friday, May 10th  9am to 4pm
Saturday May 11th  9am to 1pm

We carry commercial and residential mowers and Lawn Equipment 

155 International Golf Parkway
St. Augustine, FL 32095

Tel: (904) 495-4875
www.opewarehouseinc.com

FINANCING AVAILABLE
Authorized Service Center for
Briggs, Echo, Kawasaki, Kohler
and others. Pick-up and delivery 
service available on sales and repairs.

POWERFUL PRODUCTS.
POWERFUL PEOPLE

*Special Saturday Sales Hours

YOUMECARE.COM
866-799-3617

Call today  
and get a  
5% lifetime  
discount!

Trained, local  
caregivers  
on-demand in  
your area.
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with Jacksonville City Council Member  
Michael Boylan, District 6Q A&with Duval County School Board Member  

Lori Hershey, District 7Q A&

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the 
marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance 
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies. 
1008115-00005-00

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License #0E93910
844-954-8700
andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning

7:00pm

7:00pm

7:00pm

Q: Can you give an update on your 
Town Hall meeting about the Hartley 
Road improvements that was held on 
April 17?

A: We had a good turnout of around 
50 people. In addition to another lane 
on Hartley between San Jose and Old 
St. Augustine Road, there will be a 10 
foot sidewalk on the north side and a 30 
foot multi use path on the south side for 
pedestrians or bicycles. People seemed 
glad that the project is coming along. 
There was a concern addressed regarding 
traffic during the course of construction, 
and we learned that there will be an 
effort to maintain two lanes open at all 
times. Other items discussed were the 
intersection at Pine Acres and whether 
a roundabout or traffic signal could be 
considered in the future (not as part of 
this project). Also, the intersection of 
Hartley at San Jose was discussed. Cur-
rently, there are three lanes: one for left 
turns, one for straight and one for right. 
The project proposes two left lanes with 
the center lane marked for Interstate 
295 access. This would make the right 
lane for straight or right turns, since a 
right turn on red is not permitted at 
this intersection. Construction is set to 
begin in June 2026 with an anticipated 
completion two years later.

Q: Can you comment on the pending 
construction of sidewalks on Loretto 
Road between County Dock and 
Mandarin roads?

A: This project includes full curb, gutter 
and sidewalk and has been in the CIP 
(Capital Improvement Plan) for mul-
tiple years. The delay has been a matter 
of cost as every time the project goes 
to bid, the cost is markedly higher. We 
plan to meet soon with neighbors who 
are immediately impacted to address 
their concerns. We do understand and 
appreciate the importance of preserv-
ing trees and the character of the area. 
As such, the proposed sidewalk will be 
meandering in order to avoid as many 
trees as possible. We had similar con-
cerns raised about the Mandarin Road 
and Orange Picker Road sidewalks, but 
as someone who frequents these side-
walks, I have the opportunity to talk to 
neighbors about them. The sidewalks 
are very much appreciated. 

Q: What is the latest on the Orange 
Picker Road realignment?

A: I just stopped by there on April 16 
and the road will be closed to begin dig-
ging up the road the next day. It will be 
closed for two months, until mid-June. 
Due to some of the underground infra-
structure work, they will not be able to 
complete the new extension in advance 
of closing the existing road in an effort 
to shorten the road closure. I’ve been 
advised that the full two month closure 
will be necessary.

Q: Do you have an update [as of 
interview date of April 17] on the 
search for a new superintendent 
for Duval County Public Schools?

A: We received 21 applications by 
the deadline date. On April 23, at 
a Special School Board Meeting, 
the semi finalists will be selected 
and then on May 7 at 2 p.m. in the 
Cline Auditorium, again at a Special 
School Board Meeting, the finalists 
will be selected. The public is wel-
come to attend.

Next, on May 13 and May 14, the 
finalists will be onsite for one-on-one 
meetings with school board members 
as well as the board’s focus group. 
Each board member was able to 
nominate two people to serve on this 
focus group; from District 7, we have 
Reagan Copeland and Dr. Wendy 
Northfleet. Both have students en-
rolled in the district and are engaged 
in the community. Also during these 
two days in May, there will be an 
opportunity for the finalists to engage 
with district leadership and teachers. 

Finally, on May 23 at 9 a.m., the 
school board will meet in a Special 
School Board Meeting to select our 
new superintendent. I expect a suc-
cessful conclusion to the search.

Q: What can you share about the 
school consolidations and feeder 
pattern changes in the district?

A: While no schools in District 7 
are considered for consolidation, 
there will be changes to some of our 
feeder patterns. Our interim super-
intendent, Dr. Krizner, asked for a 
consultant to recommend changes to 
feeder patterns and school consoli-
dations for cost considerations and 
in order to direct the next five years 
of our Master Facilities Plan. The 

school district will set up a website 
in the coming weeks to allow parents 
to learn about the feeder pattern 
proposed changes and give feedback. 
During May and June, community 
meetings will be held in each district 
to allow the community another 
opportunity to get information and 
give feedback. The District 7 meet-
ing date is TBA. 

The school board will also set up a 
focus group to further engage com-
munity members. Information from 
the website and the community 
meetings will be considered and a 
recommendation will come to the 
school board in October for the 
board to take action. 

Q: Do you have any kudos to 
share?

A: I’d like to recognize Dr. Michael 
George, principal at Atlantic Coast 
High School, who was named the 
State of Florida Principal of the 
Year! This is a high honor not only 
for Atlantic Coast High School and 
Duval County Public Schools, but it 
also acknowledges the high level of 
principal leadership in our district. 
We are very excited for Dr. George 
and for this recognition.

Graduation season is upon us. Atlan-
tic Coast High School will hold its 
graduation ceremony at 1 p.m. on 
May 30 and Mandarin High School’s 
will be held at 1 p.m. on May 31, 
both at the VyStar Veterans Memo-
rial Arena. Congratulations to the 
Class of 2024!

Q: How can our readers contact 
you?

A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 
390-2375.

Q&A with Michael Boylan  cont. on pg. 9
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Summer Camp
Activities Guide&

www.mumc.net • 904.268-5549
Love God and Neighbor, Build Community – No Limits

Mandarin location
11270 San Jose Blvd

Jacksonville, Florida 32223

Longleaf location
1365 Shetland Drive

St Johns, Florida 32259

EMBARK ON AN UNFORGETTABLE JOURNEY 
AT MANDARIN UMC SUMMER CAMP

7 weeks available to choose
June 3rd-July 19th

This summer campers will be astronauts preparing for an exciting mission, "Mission: Delta 12 2". Kids will 
learn and be equipped to be in this world, but not of it. Training, preparing to launch, testing and the take-off 

of this mission will be based on Romans 12:2.
Camp offers grade-level activities including:

Faith-Focused Activities, Praise & Worship, Inside & Outside Sports/Games, Game Room, Character Counts, 
Expressions, Arts & Crafts, Peace Room

Camp Details for Week 1
• Vacation Bible School 9:00 AM-12:00 PM $50
 • For children 3 yrs (as of 9/1/23) to 6th grade*
• Afternoon Camp Options 12:30 PM - 5:00 PM | $100
 • Basketball Camp 2nd-5th grade*
 • Arts, Crafts, and Fun Camp | 1st - 5th grade*
 • Mission: Delta 12 2 Preview age details below
Volunteers are 7th graders to adults
Camp Details for Weeks 2-7
• For Kindergarten to 6th grade*
• 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM $210 per week
• Early drop off and extended day available for additional cost
• Weekly lunch package available for purchase
• Limited spots for 7th-9th graders* for SALT program (Students Acquiring Leadership Training), as 
supervised • helpers earning volunteer hours $75 per week

*current grade for 23-24 school yr

Scan for more information & to 
register! Contact us at 

summerdaycamp@mumc.net.

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

SUMMER CHESS CAMPS! SUMMER CHESS CAMPS! 

By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

In honor of Jewish American Heritage 
Month this May, Mandarin Branch Li-
brary is hosting a History Chat program 
on Monday, May 13, at 6:30 p.m. with 
presenter Marcia Jo Zerivitz, Founding 
Executive Director of the Jewish Mu-
seum of Florida-FIU in South Beach. 
Inspired by the book, “Jews of Florida: 
Centuries of Stories,” the program will 
explore how the Jewish community 
has contributed to Florida’s history and 
growth.

The Friends of the Mandarin Library are 
hosting another Book Sale on Friday, 
May 31, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. and 
Saturday, June 1, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. There 
will be a wide selection of items for ev-
ery age with individual items priced $5 

and under. You can also fill a bag with 
books for just $10 (bags provided by the 
Friends). Stock up for all your summer 
reading!

Our popular Little Readers storytimes 
(for ages birth through five) continue 
Fridays at 10:15 a.m. or 11 a.m. at 
Mandarin Branch Library or Thurs-
days at 10:15 a.m. or 11 a.m. at South 
Mandarin Library. Registration is not 
required, but space is limited. Please 
arrive early.

Drop in and read to a therapy dog! 
Sammy the Golden Retriever visits 
South Mandarin Library Wednesday, 
May 1 and 15 at 2:30 p.m. Yona, the 
Newfoundland Dog, visits South Man-
darin Branch on Wednesday, May 8 and 
22 at 2:30 p.m. and Saturday, May 11 at 
2:30 p.m.

For reading and hands-on activities for 
children aged five through 12, check 
out STEAM & Stories Mondays at 3:30 
p.m. at Mandarin Branch Library. For 
even more art and reading fun, attend 
Junior Artists (ages five through eight) 
Tuesdays at 4 p.m. at South Mandarin 
Library. Explore even more Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math 
concepts every week at Junior Scientists 
(ages five through eight) Wednesdays at 
3:30 p.m. at Mandarin Branch. There 
are also fun “Junior Labs” for the older 
kids.

Want to practice sculpting? The Dragon 
Tea Society is looking for apprentice 
sculptors to learn the ins and outs of 

crafting with polymer clay. You’ll create 
tea dragon care supplies and go home 
with your very own tea dragon. Sculp-
ture Lab (for ages nine through 12) 
continues Wednesdays at 4 p.m. at the 
South Mandarin Library and Thursdays 
at 3:30 p.m. at the Mandarin Library 
through the end of May. 

Homeschoolers (ages 10 through 14): 
Learn to use different icing tools and 
techniques for creating edible, frosted 
masterpieces at Frosting Lab Fridays 
in May, 11 a.m. at South Mandarin 
Library. 

VIsit www.jaxpubliclibrary.org/events 
for more information.

Visit your library in May!

Photo courtesy Jeremy Yates

Come to the Friends of the Mandarin Library’s Book Sale on Friday, May 31, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Saturday, June 1,  
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
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Register NowRegister Now
7400 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville, FL  | registerjtcc.org/bolles

Serve Up Some FunServe Up Some Fun
This SummerThis Summer

Intermediate & High School Players 
Ages 12-18
June 17 - 28 (weekly sessions)
Mon-Fri, 10:00 am-12:30 pm & 4:00-6:00 pm
$500/session

Players will improve fitness, technique, 
match play, strategy, & more

Beginner & Intermediate Players 
Ages 5-18
May 28 - August 9 (weekly sessions)
Mon-Fri, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
$400/session

Players will learn the game & improve skills

Future Champs CampFuture Champs Camp Champs CampChamps Camp

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

A backyard pool can be a wonderful 
summer oasis. Swimming immediately 
cools people off on hot and humid days, 
and even provides thorough exercise that 
works many different muscles in the 
body. And summer revelers know that 
swimming and splashing in the pool is 
an entertaining activity for people of all 
ages.

Though pools are great summer spaces, 
one downside of pool usage is the 
potential for drowning. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
reports that, every year in the United 
States, there are an estimated 3,960 fatal 
unintentional drownings — an average 
of 11 drowning deaths per day. In addi-
tion, around 8,080 nonfatal drownings 
occur. It's important to note that many 
of these incidents are unrelated to pool 
usage, as boating and even bathtub ac-
cidents contribute to drowning as well. 
But a 2020 review of 2,213 uninten-
tional immersion deaths and other 
water-related injury deaths in Canada by 
the Canadian Red Cross found that im-
mersion deaths were most likely to occur 

when swimming and wading. Children 
aged one to four, males, and people with 
seizure disorders or other medical condi-
tions like autism are among those at a 
higher risk for drowning.

Pools are fun, but it's a great respon-
sibility to keep all swimmers safe. The 
following are some pool safety measures 
to put into effect.

• Keep water sanitary. Make sure pool 
water is chemically balanced so that it 
is comfortable to swim in and will not 
harbor any pathogens that can make 
swimmers ill. The pool equipment 
company Pahlen says the ideal water pH 
is 7.4 because that is the same as the pH 
in human eyes and mucous membranes, 
and it also supports good chlorine dis-
infection. The free chlorine content of a 
pool can range from 0.5 to 1.6 to keep 
it sanitary. A quality testing kit can help 
pool owners balance water.

• Learn your local ordinances. Local 
ordinances will spell out which precau-
tionary measures are required by law for 
people who have a backyard pool. These 
often include a fenced yard, a fence 
around in ground pools that is at least 

four feet high, self-latching gates, and/or 
pool ladders that can be locked or closed 
when the pool isn't in use.

• Rely on non-slip surfaces. The pool 
environment can be wet and slippery. 
Utilizing materials like non-slip deck 
surfaces or rougher concrete finishes 
around pools can help reduce some slips 
and falls. The pool resource Poolonom-
ics says people should be instructed to 
avoid running near or around the pool.

• Inspect water returns and drains. 
PoolSafety.gov warns that hair, limbs, 
jewelry, or bathing suits can get stuck 
in a drain or suction opening in a pool 

or spa. Broken or missing drain covers 
should be replaced immediately and no 
swimming should occur until the issue 
is remedied.

• Install other barriers. Barriers, alarms 
and pool covers can save lives and pre-
vent access to pool water when the pool 
area is not in use.

• Learn how to swim and perform CPR. 
Families can take swimming lessons to 
become better swimmers. Learning how 
to perform CPR on adults and children 
can save lives. Courses are available at 
many hospitals and community centers 
or through the Red Cross.

Pool safety essentials to live by

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Pools are fun, but it's a great responsibility to keep all swimmers safe. 
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Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS & CAMPS NOW OPEN
Year round program for all levels of play

Multiple locations

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Florida's Number 1 
Youth Soccer Program

magazine

Dr. Craig Hadgis

20232023

Summer Camp
Activities Guide&

When is the right time to look into 
summer camp?
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Summer camp provides children weeks 
of entertainment, camaraderie and 
opportunities to learn and grow. It also 
offers a welcome respite for parents 
and other caregivers from having to 
provide recreation for kids during 
summer vacation, especially if those 
kids will be attending a sleepaway 
camp.

Many children are emotionally ready 
to attend camp between the ages of 
eight and 10. Some need a little more 
time to mature. Parents may think 
they have plenty of time to investigate 
camps. Chances are if the weather has 
already warmed and summer vacation 
is on the horizon, then it's already 
too late to get kids into most summer 
camps.

According to HealthyChildren.org, 
a division of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, it is important to start 
researching summer camps as soon as 
possible. Many start booking as early 
as January of the current term year. 
Furthermore, popular programs fill 
up quite fast. Even though summer 
weather may be furthest from one's 
mind in the middle of winter, this is 
the time when summer camp decisions 
must be made.

Start by asking for recommendations 
from others. The difficulty with this 
approach is that many people are very 

protective of their camp choices, espe-
cially if the programs are particularly 
popular. They may not be inclined to 
give up the secrets to their good thing, 
especially if that means kids will have 
to compete for limited spots. Parents 
also should conduct an internet search 
of camps in the area and look at online 
reviews and ratings.

Find out if the camp is accredited by 
the American Camp Association. This 
will not guarantee a risk-free environ-
ment, but ACA accreditation is a bet-
ter bet for providing a camp that is safe 
and nurturing.

Price also may be a factor in the camp 
decision. Camps are not all priced the 
same, so it may require doing some 
math to figure out what is the best 
value. Location also can be a consider-
ation. Having to drive a long distance 
away for camp can be a deterrent to 
some people.

How to find the right fit for summer camp
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Many adults fondly recall their days at 
summer camp. The increase in house-
holds with two working parents has 
made it more important than ever to 
find a camp to accommodate youngsters 
who need to remain engaged and en-
tertained throughout summer vacation. 
That reality has led to more summer 
camp options, but it's not always so 
easy finding one that's the right fit for a 
child.

No two children are the same and kids 
change quite a bit as they grow up. So a 
camp that worked for an older child or 
even one that accommodated a younger 
camper may not make the perfect fit 
this summer. With that in mind, parents 
can consider these tips to find the right 
summer camp for their children.

• Ask around. Even if no two campers 
are the same, it can benefit parents to ask 
around when shopping for a summer 
camp. Summer camp spots are limited 
and it's not uncommon for competition 
for available spaces to develop, which can 
make it more difficult to gather infor-
mation. However, ask neighbors whose 
children have outgrown summer camp 
if there's one they might recommend (or 
would not recommend).

• Pursue a package deal. Though pack-
age deals might not result in lower rates, 
approaching a camp with the parents of 
your child's friend or friends may work 
in your favor. Kids undoubtedly will be 
more excited about camp if their friends 
will be there as well. Camp officials may 

see these quasi-package deals as ben-
eficial and a quick and easy way to fill 
spots.

• Ask kids how they want to spend 
summer. Specialized camps run the 
gamut from sports camps focusing on 
a particular sport to general outdoor 
recreation camps to camps that cater to 
young musicians. More general camps 
offer a wide range of activities through-
out the summer, and that might appeal 
to children less interested in specialized 
camps. Ask youngsters for their input 
before making a final decision. Involve 
kids in the search by showing them 
websites of prospective camps and ask-
ing them what they think of each one. 

• Make sure the camp suits your 
schedule. Kids' preferences are not the 
only opinions to consider. In house-
holds with two working parents, moms 
and dads must find a camp that aligns 
with their work schedule. Many camps 
offer half-day sessions and/or full-day 
sessions, but some offer just one or the 
other. If parents need full-day sessions, 
they might need to begin their search 
early to ensure they can secure a spot 
before they fill up.

• Identify what you can afford. Camp 
costs vary significantly, so parents 
should identify how much they can 
afford before they begin their search. 
Doing so may eliminate various camps 
right off the bat, saving parents pre-
cious time as they try to find a camp for 
their children before spots fill up. Many 
towns offer local camps at schools, and 
these may be an affordable option. 

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

According to HealthyChildren.org, a division of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, it is important to start 

researching summer camps as soon as possible.
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travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLifeLife
Get to KnowGet to Know  . . .. . . By Martie Thompson

editor@floridanewsline.com

Get to Know ...
Interested in being featured? Email Martie  
Thompson at editor@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Suzanne Fisher

Suzanne and Scott Fisher

Suzanne Fisher

USE PROTECTIVE EYEWEARUSE PROTECTIVE EYEWEAR  

STEPS YOU CAN TAKE TOSTEPS YOU CAN TAKE TO
PROTECT YOUR VISIONPROTECT YOUR VISION

KNOW YOUR FAMILY HISTORYKNOW YOUR FAMILY HISTORY

WEAR SUNGLASSESWEAR SUNGLASSES

LIVE A HEALTHY LIFESTYLELIVE A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE

GET A COMPREHENSIVE DILATED EYE EXAMGET A COMPREHENSIVE DILATED EYE EXAM  

Healthy Vision MonthHealthy Vision Month

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Suzanne Fisher said she 
mostly traveled domestically 
— via car — as a young 
girl with her parents, but 
that was enough to pique 
her interest in international 
travel. A native Floridian, she 
was born and raised in Bartow, 
a small town and “great place to 
grow up” located in central Florida. 
After high school, she relocated to Tal-
lahassee to attend Florida State Univer-
sity. Her degree in fashion merchandis-
ing and marketing led to a lengthy and 
successful career in retail, beginning in 
St. Petersburg with Robinson’s depart-
ment store. She served as an assistant 
buyer before moving on to department 
manager, assistant store manager and 
store manager with The Limited. But 
she always loved to travel and in the 
early 1990s enrolled in a travel school 
that she said was like an “international 
geography lesson.” She gained valuable 
knowledge and eventually became an 
agent at the Cruise Center in Man-
darin. By 1999, she and her business 
partner, Kathy Harris, negotiated 
with the owner of the agency to buy 
it themselves. They have expanded the 
Cruise Center to be a full service travel 
agency with many travel partnerships 
that offers far more than just cruises. 
Suzanne lives in Mandarin with her 
husband Scott and two “fuzzy” cats: 
Sophie and Ali. 

Q: What brought you to Jackson-
ville?

A: I came to Jacksonville in 1987 

when the Jacksonville Landing had just 
opened to be an assistant store man-
ager at The Limited. I had never been 
to Jacksonville before and I had just 
one day to find an apartment to live 
in. Eventually I became store manager 
of the store in the Orange Park Mall. 
I moved around a bit more with The 
Limited before coming back to Jack-
sonville and becoming a store manager 
for a ski store. But I was starting to 
get burned out on retail … nights and 
weekends. So that’s why I went to the 
travel school and changed careers.

Q: What do you recall about your 
early years working as a travel agent?

A: When I first started at the Cruise 
Center in 1991, we had just one com-
puter and it wasn’t connected to the 
internet. We did everything via phone 
and mail and there was lots of paper-
work. I have no idea now how I did 
my job then!

Q: Where did you and Scott get mar-
ried?

A: Scott is my soulmate and 
travel buddy. Fittingly, 

we were married on the 
Grand Princess ship, 
somewhere between Ja-
maica and Grand Cay-
man … by the captain!

Q: What is your favor-
ite part of your job?

A: My favorite part is when 
a client comes back home and 

had an amazing trip. Knowing that I 
helped them create great experiences 
and memories is very satisfying. I 
would say, even more so now than pre-
COVID (a horribly stressful time for 
travel because everything was just shut 
down), people value their time with 
family and friends. 

Q: Do you have a favorite destina-
tion?

A: I have a few. One favorite is Alaska. 
On our first trip to Alaska, Scott and I 
loved it so much that we purchased a 
vacation home in Seward that we call 
“Fisher’s Hideaway.” Seward is a magi-
cal place and we go there twice a year. 
Another destination I’ve fallen in love 
with is Tahiti, French Polynesia. We 
love the culture and the people. We’ve 
been there for our 10th and 20th an-
niversaries. 

Q: What do you like to do in your 
spare time?

A: My profession affords us the ability 
to travel more than the average person; 
we probably travel about six weeks out 
of the year. When I’m not traveling, 
I like to spend time with family and 
friends. Also, we are outdoor people, 
who enjoy kayaking, hiking and fish-
ing together.

Q&A with Michael Boylan  cont. from pg. 5

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 6?

A: For the past six months, I’ve been 
chairman of the council’s Jacksonville 
Sheriff’s Office Facilities Committee, 
and we are tasked with taking a look at 
the administration building as well as 
the jail. We’ve been working with the 
Northeast Florida Regional Council 
who is drafting a report from the five 
working groups within the committee. 
On May 8, I’ll host a meeting of the full 
committee to review this draft report 
and then I expect to present it to the 
full city council at the first meeting in 
June. One thing we are recommending 
(and is already in progress) is for the 
sheriff’s office administration to lease 
space in the Florida Blue building on 
Riverside Avenue. The resulting space in 
the administration building can then be 
used to address the most pressing needs 
of the detention center, which includes 
the need for an infirmary.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Community members can email me 
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
5206.

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS!

Advertise with
Mandarin NewsLine!

Linda Gay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com
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Community Marketplace Call 
(904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement 
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

(904) 502-0891

Driveways
Pavers
Patios

Catering to the needs of
the homeowner since 2002

Walkways
Concrete Removal
Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836  and let's talk about what we can do for you!

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential -
no project too small

904-805-2881 
homeswithcoral@gmail.com 
www.athomewithcoral.com 

REALTOR ®
Coral Cribb 
📞📞 Call/Text 904-805-2881 for a Free Consultation!

🌟🌟 Top Real Estate Agent with 5 Years of Experience 
🏆🏆 Award-Winning Service 
📈📈 Proven Track Record of Success 

Looking to Buy or Sell A Home? 

Scan for a 
free home 

value estimate

PART TIME MANDARIN
Kennel Help and 

Light Housekeeping
Must have own car 

and references.

Call 904-268-0253
Monday - Friday 8am - 10am

M O N T H LY S P E C I A L S !
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HEALTH & FITNESS

D enta l  insuranc e 
f r o m  P h y s i c i a n s 
Mutual  Insurance 
C o m p a n y .  C o v -
e r a g e  f o r  4 0 0 + 
pro c e dure s .  R ea l 
dental insurance - 
not just a discount 
p l a n .  G e t  y o u r 
f re e   In format ion 
K i t  w i t h  d e t a i l s ! 
1 - 8 5 5 - 5 2 6 - 1 0 6 0 
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p -
lus.com/ads #6258

Atte n t i o n  o x y g e n 
t h e r a p y  u s e r s ! 
D i s c o v e r  o x y g e n 
therapy that moves 
with you with Ino-
gen Por table Oxy-
gen Concentrators. 
F r e e  i n f o r ma t i o n 
kit . 1-866-47 7-9045

V I A G R A  a n d  C I A-
L I S  U S E R S !  5 0 
Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00.  100% 
g u a ra n te e d .  24 / 7 
C A L L  N O W !  8 8 8 -
4 4 5 - 5 9 2 8  H a b l a -
m o s  E s p a ñ o l

HOME SERVICES

A ging Roof ?  New 
H o m e o w n e r ? 
G o t  S t o r m  D a m -
a g e?  Yo u  n e e d  a 
loca l  e x per t  pro -
vider that proudly 
s t a n d s  b e h i n d 
t h e i r  w o r k .  Fa s t , 
f ree est imate .  F i -

nancing available. 
Call 1-888-878-9091

W a t e r  d a m a g e 
c l ea n up :  A  sma l l 
a m o u n t  o f  wa t e r 
c a n  c a u s e  ma j o r 
d a m a g e  t o  y o u r 
home. Our trusted 
professionals  dr y 
out wet areas & re-
pair to protect your 
family & your home 
va l u e !  C a l l  24 / 7 : 
1 - 8 8 8 - 8 7 2 - 2 8 0 9 . 
H a v e  z i p  c o d e !

Professional lawn 
ser vice:  Fer t i l iza-
tion, weed control, 
seeding,  aerat ion 
&  m o s q u i to  c o n-
t ro l .  Ca l l  now for 
a  f ree quote .  A sk 
about our f irst ap-
pl icat ion special ! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 6 0 6 - 6 7 7 7

MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a  G e n e ra c  H o m e 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It ’s not 
j u s t  a  g e n e ra to r. 
It ’s a power move.

E l i m i n a t e  g u t t e r 
c leaning forever ! 
LeafFilter, the most 

advanced debris-
b l o c k i n g  g u t t e r 
protection. Sched-
ule f ree LeafFil ter 
e s t i m a t e  t o d a y . 
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower up-
date s  in  as  l i t t l e 
as  1  day !  A f f o rd -
a b l e  p r i c e s  -  N o 
p a y m e n t s  f o r  1 8 
months!  L i fet ime 
warranty & profes-
sional installs. Se-
nior & military dis-
c ount s  ava i lab le . 
1 - 8 7 7 - 5 4 3 - 9 1 8 9

D o n a t e  Yo u r  C a r 
to Veterans Today! 
Help and Suppor t 
our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% 
tax deductible. Call 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 4 5 - 0 3 9 8

B e c o m e  a  p u b -
l ished author.  We 
want to read your 
b o o k !  D o r r a n c e 
Publishing trusted 
s i n c e  1 9 2 0 .  C o n -

sultation, produc-
t ion,  promotion & 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .  C a l l 
f o r  f r e e  a u t h o r ’s 
g u i d e  1 - 8 7 7-7 2 9 -
4998 or visi t  dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Get DISH Satell i te 
TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
U p g r a d e ,  8 0 , 0 0 0 
On-D e ma n d  Mo v-
i e s ,  P l u s  L i m i te d 
Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call To-
day! 1-866-479-1516

S a f e  S t e p .  N o r t h 
America's #1 Walk-
i n  t u b .  C o m p r e -
h e n s i v e  l i f e t i m e 
warrant y.  Top - o f-
the - l ine  ins ta l la-
t ion  and ser v ic e . 
Now featuring our 
free shower pack-
a g e  &  $ 1 6 0 0  o f f 
- l imited time! Fi-
nancing available. 
1 - 8 5 5 - 4 1 7 - 1 3 0 6

We s l e y  F i na n c ia l 
Group,  LLC  T ime -
s h a r e  C a n c e l l a -
t i o n  E x p e r t s O v e r 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n 

t imeshare debt  & 
fees cancel led in 
2019. Get free info 
p a c k a g e  &  l e a r n 
how to  ge t  r id  o f 
y o u r  t i m e s h a r e ! 
F r e e  c o n s u l t a -
t i o n s .  O v e r  4 5 0 
po s i t i ve  re v iew s . 
8 3 3 - 3 0 8 - 1 9 7 1

DIRECT V Stream - 
C a r r i e s  t h e  m o s t 
local MLB Games! 
C h o i c e  P a c k a g e 
$ 8 9 . 9 9 / m o  f o r  12 
mos Stream on 20 
d e v i c e s  a t  o n c e . 
H B O  M a x  i n c l u d -
ed for  3  mos (w/
Choice Package or 
h i g h e r. )  N o  c o n -
t r a c t  o r  h i d d e n 
fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 
1 - 8 6 6 - 8 5 9 - 0 4 0 5

D i a g n o s e d  w i t h 
lung cancer & 65+? 
Yo u  m a y  q u a l i f y 
f o r  a  su b s t a n t ia l 
c a s h  a w a r d .  N o 
obl igat ion!  We' ve 
recovered millions. 
L e t  u s  h e l p !  C a l l 
24/7 1-87 7-707-5707

Replace your roof 
w/the best looking 
& longest  las t ing 
material steel from 
Er ie  Me ta l  Roof s! 
3  s t y les  & mul t i -
p l e  c o l o r s  ava i l -
ab le .  Guarante e d 
to last  a l i fe t ime! 
L i m i te d  T i m e  O f -
fer  up to  50% of f 
install + Addition-
a l  10% o f f  ins ta l l 
(military, health & 
1 s t  r e s p o n d e r s . ) 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 7 0 - 1 2 3 4

Ja c u z z i  B a t h  R e -
model can install a 
new, custom bath 
or shower in as lit-
tle as one day. For 

a limited time, wav-
ing all installation 
costs! (Addit ional 
terms apply.  Sub-
ject to change and 
vary by dealer. Of-
fer ends 6/30/24.) 
1 - 8 4 4 - 5 0 1 - 3 2 0 8

Don' t let the stairs 
limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone 
who struggles on 
the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall 
or wants to regain 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r 
ent i re  home.  Cal l 
AmeriGlide today! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 9 9 - 3 5 9 5

H o m e  b r e a k - i n s 

take less than 60 
s e c o n d s .  D o n ' t 
wait! Protect your 
family, your home, 
y o u r  a s s e t s  n o w 
for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp Amer-
ica's premier mo-
bile medical aler t 
s y s t e m .  W h e t h e r 
y o u ' r e  h o m e  o r 
away.  F o r  s a f e t y 
& peace o f  mind. 
N o  l o n g  t e r m 
c o n t r a c t s !  F r e e 
b r o c h u r e !  C a l l 
1 - 8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6

Job Finder:
Smiles by Dr. Craig Hadgis Orthodontist is hiring a new team member to 
assist in providing the highest level of service in a fun fast paced environ-
ment. Excellent relationship skills & practical experience in supervision 
and training in Orthodontics a plus. 401K, Health Ins, paid time off, retire-
ment plans offered.  Must be able to commute between 32086 & 32259.

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details  AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL 
#CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, 
NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #86990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

1-855-595-2102
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Mandarin Women’s Club rolls out the red 
carpet
On Thursday, May 23, the Mandarin 
Women’s Club will roll out the red 
carpet to celebrate its own with the 
Glammy Awards. This members only 
luncheon will be held at the Ramada 
Inn in Mandarin, 3130 Hartley Road. 
This is the last luncheon before the 
club’s summer break and club members 
will be celebrated with “Thank You” 
awards, door prizes, and the crowning of 
“Miss Congeniality.”

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reserva-
tions for the luncheon are required. 
The luncheon cost is $25 and must 

be received by Thursday, May 16. To 
make reservations and obtain payment 
instructions, members should call Jo-
Ellen at (904) 635-8722 or email her at 
joshifty@aol.com. Visit www.mandarin-
womensclub.com for more information 
on events, photos, and membership 
forms.

March marks second consecutive month 
of below-average rainfall for the District 
In March, rainfall across the St. Johns 
River Water Management District was 
slightly below the monthly average, with 
frontal systems being the main source 
of precipitation. Northern counties 
received the majority of the rain, while 

southern counties 
experienced drier 
conditions. Despite 
variations, overall 
rainfall across the 
District remains above 
the annual average.

A comprehensive re-
port outlining March’s 
hydrologic conditions 
was presented at the 
District’s Governing 
Board meeting on 
April 9, featuring the 
following highlights:

Districtwide, March’s 

rainfall averaged 2.70 inches, just 0.77 
below the monthly average.

County-wide monthly rainfall totals 
ranged from a high of 4.80 inches in 
Nassau County, to a low of 0.86 inches 
in Brevard County.

Over the past 12 months, the District 
has received above-average rainfall, 
with a cumulative total of 57.61 inches, 
surpassing the long-term average by 6.60 
inches.

County-wide totals varied between 
53.37 inches in Alachua County to 
more than 63 inches in Volusia County.

Upper Floridan aquifer conditions were 
varied, but generally fell within the high 
or normal range by the end of March.

Districtwide groundwater levels, ex-
pressed as a single index, fall within the 
81th percentile, which is in the high 
range for this time of year.

Visit www.sjrwmd.com for further 
insights into rainfall totals and other 
hydrologic data. Visit WaterLessFlorida.
com for tips to help landscapes thrive 
while saving water and money. 

“A Police Wife’s Survival Guide” to be 
presented to crime writers
Wives of law enforcement and first 

responders live in continual stress. 
Just ask Vikki Downey, the May 
speaker at the Northeast Florida 
Sisters in Crime meeting on May 
4 at 10:15 a.m. at the Ponte Vedra 
Beach Branch Library. They must be 
supportive, understanding and stoic. 
They must protect their children 
from fears they have themselves. They 
must navigate their place in the world 
and educate friends and family about 
safety matters. 

For 25 years, Vikki Downey navigated 
the challenging role of being a police 
wife, despite having no law enforce-
ment background in her family. Her 
husband John started his journey as a 
police officer at the age of 29. While 
John Downey pursued his career, Vikki 
Downey taught school while raising 
their children. She has dedicated her life 
to empowering fellow police spouses, 
often through personal support, but 
also helping them supplement family 
income. 

This will be a hybrid meeting. Register 
for this meeting at https://nefloridasis-
tersincrime.org. Contact

floridasistersincrime@gmail.com for 
more information. Bring your coffee 
and bring a friend; the group welcomes 
misters and sisters.

Briefs

Photo courtesy Kathy Sisbarro

No April Fools here as ladies of the Mandarin Women's Club made flower arrange-
ments at Harbor Chase.
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Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®
Managing Director – Private Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial Planner
Certified Military Financial Advisor
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

Brian E. Floro DMD, PA
General and Family Dentistry

(904)268-0830 • www.florodental.com

Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation 
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.

11705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Exams and Cleanings • Placing and Restoring Dental Implants
Extractions • Root Canals • Crowns and Bridges

Veneers and Teeth Whitening • Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

Voted one of the top dentists
in Jacksonville

by Jacksonville Magazine

Brian E. Floro DMD

New Patient Special Whitening for Life!

$99 $99Exam, Digital X-Rays
This offer is exclusive to self-pay  

patients and may not be used with any 
insurance program.

Must present coupon. Expires 5/31/2024

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San lose Blvd. • 268-0830

Contact the office for details.
Must present coupon. Expires 5/31/2024

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Easter weekend Mandarin Art Fes-
tival tradition continued this year with 
huge crowds due no doubt to the star of 
the show — the glorious weather. After 

two years with a soggy Sunday, this 
year — for two full days — thousands 
of guests strolled under the magnificent 
live oaks of historic Mandarin to savor 
the creativity in more than 130 artist 
booths and more than a dozen Green 

Market vendors. Attendees also popped 
into the 1870s building to enjoy the 
Bake Sale and the Childrens Art Show. 

“Patrons enjoyed a bounty of beautiful 
artwork on display while Mother Nature 
treated everyone to sunny skies and a 
light cool breeze,” said Susie Scott, Man-
darin Art Festival chair.

Guests kicked back in the newly con-
structed Harriet Beecher Stowe pavilion 
that made its debut on Easter weekend 
with local musicians setting the mood 
and an array of international cuisine op-
tions from the newly relocated adjacent 

food court.

“It was wonderful to connect with so 
many families who have visited us for 
generations,” said Scott. “A fun time was 
had by all and we thank you.” 

The juried and judged Fine Art and Fine 
Craft Festival was founded in 1968 and 
has been an Easter weekend tradition 
and treat for guests for the 56 interven-
ing years and serves as the primary fun-
draiser for the Mandarin Community 
Club, a local non profit 501c3 whose 
mission focuses on preservation, educa-
tion and beautification. 

2024 Mandarin Art Fest a glorious weekend success!

Photos courtesy Mandarin Community Club

Mandarin Community Club board members Wanda Bosworth and Kelley Swain with Life Member Angeline Cook 
McClamma. 

And here we are in the slow simmer 
before the rolling boil of the summer. 
The river changes a lot in April, May, 
and June. As the average temperatures 
rise and the rains remain on a weekly 
basis, the salinity slowly creeps up — 
usually peaking in June. Our frequent 
afternoon thunderstorms tend to bring 
an end to this. Until then, knowing 
how salty the river is can help you find 
marine species this time of year, espe-
cially trout. 

Spotted seatrout are a lot more sensi-
tive to salinity than redfish, so they will 
be pushed up and down the river as 
it fluctuates. For instance, you might 
catch them south of the Buckman one 
day, but if we get rain or the wind 
blows from the south, they’ll most 
likely be pushed north of the Buckman 
by freshwater working its way out of 
the river. Keep this in mind if you're 
suddenly not finding them around. 
They may just be a short boat ride to 
the north where the salinity is more 
favorable. 

Redfish will be all over the river this 
month and hungry for about any bait 
you throw at them. We’ve got to make 

it one more month until we can put 
live river shrimp on the menu, but 
crab, mullet, and croakers have you 
covered until then. I do great on artifi-
cials like bucktails if you want to keep 
it simple. Docks and shell bars are great 
places to look for them. 

On the same docks there’s bound to 
be good numbers of sheepshead that 
will take clams or crab. I’ve yet to find 
an artificial for them. Give each dock 
or whatever structure you're fishing a 
good 15 minutes before moving be-
cause they can be slow to find your bait 
at first, but they’ll sniff it out eventu-
ally. A little chumming goes a long way 
too. 

If you haven’t had your fill of surf fish-
ing for whiting and pompano yet, this 
will be your last good month until the 
fall so keep that in mind. Look for clear 
water and invest in high quality bait. It 
can mean the difference between catch-
ing fish or not most days. 

That’s all I have for this month so get 
out there and go fish when you can. 
Tight lines. 

Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing
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3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

 

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by  
the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Scan code to visit RiverGarden.org 
or call us at 904.260.1818.

Whether you or a loved one needs a place to heal or a place 

to call home, River Garden is where you’ll find friendships, 

caring and support. For 78 years, we’ve maintained the 

highest quality services while evolving our programs to 

meet the ever-changing needs of older adults.

Adult Day Program 

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care 

Outpatient Rehabilitation  

Short-Stay Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 

Independent Living

connection topurposeBy Betty Reed
mail@floridanewsline.com

James Schmitt’s journey started sim-
ply. He was requested to speak as the 
keynote speaker at the annual Constitu-
tion Luncheon held by the Daughters of 
the American Revolution in September 
2023. His presentation impressed the 
audience. Following, members of Jack-
sonville Chapter DAR, voted to award 
Schmitt their certification as DAR 
Outstanding American History Teacher 
of the Year 2023. This is the local level 
and his first win. Schmitt was submitted 
as Jacksonville’s Chapter DAR candidate 
and received the Outstanding American 
History Teacher 2024 by the Regents 
Council of Northeast Florida, Area 4, 
consisting of eight chapters and more 
than 1,000 daughters. This secured his 
regional award. With this recognition, 
Schmitt was immediately submitted as 
the candidate for the State of Florida 
award. He nailed that competition as 
well and now advances to compete 
for the national award which will be 
awarded in July of this year. 

The ceremony for the State of Florida 
award was held March 8, 2024 at 
the Omni Hotel, Championsgate in 
Orlando. Schmitt was presented the 
certificate award and monetary recog-
nition by Florida State Regent, Cindy 
Addison and Florida State Historian, 
Lynne Cason. He was accompanied by 
his wife, Debbie, who is also an educa-
tor and retired principal. Schmitt stated 
he was proud to represent the 11,000 
plus Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion in the state of Florida.

This victory has brought Schmitt into 
the spotlight, showcasing his exceptional 
talent in the field of American history. 
To secure these accolades, letters from 
his principal, his students, his recom-
mending chapters, himself, and ad-
ditional community service along with 
a resume must be considered by judges 
outside the DAR organization. This 
packet combines to secure the recogni-
tion. Schmitt is a veteran as well as a 
coach and participant in other commu-
nity services. 

Mandarin High School teacher wins DAR 
Outstanding History Teacher Award 

Photo courtesy Betty Reed 

Betty Reed, Regents Council president; Cindy Addison, Florida State Regent; Jim Schmitt, Florida Outstanding America 
History Teacher; Lynn Cason, Florida State Historian; and Connie Taylor, Jacksonville Chapter Regent.

Marine Fire Station opens

Photo courtesy Michael Boylan

A new Marine Fire Station opened in late March at 10562 Scott Mill Road. Local dignitaries, including Jacksonville Mayor 
Donna Deegan and Jacksonville City Council Member attended the official ribbon cutting ceremony.
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Compare our CD rates
derusni-CIDF ,deussi-knaB 

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

FDI-1867N-A AECSPAD 21923264

5.35 5.10
3-Month 6-Month 9-Month

5.35
Michael J DeBellis, ChFC®, CLU®

Financial Advisor
12443 San Jose Blvd Suite 104
Jacksonville, FL 32223
904-268-4099

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 04/17/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. 
Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are 
subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor 
can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are 
net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones 
are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Former River City Sci-
ence Academy student Rex 
Thais has quickly risen to 
prominence in the pickle-
ball community, showcas-
ing exceptional talent and 
determination at just 13 
years old.

Thais's journey into pick-
leball began around two 
years ago when he wit-
nessed his parent playing 
the sport and expressed a 
keen interest in trying it out himself. 
Despite his young age, his natural ath-
leticism and dedication propelled him 
forward rapidly. Within a year of enter-
ing his first tournament, Thais nearly 

clinched victory and has since ascended 
to the top 5.0 level in pickleball.

Not only has Thais excelled on the pick-
leball court, but he also demonstrated 
outstanding academic prowess during 
his time at River City Science Academy. 
As a straight "A" student and a member 
of the National Honor Society, Thais 
exemplified the school's commitment to 
academic excellence and holistic student 
development.

In a remarkable move, Thais has recently 
taken the placement exam at Florida 
State College at Jacksonville and will be 
bypassing high school to pursue higher 
education while continuing his pickle-
ball journey. 

Pickleball, being the fastest-growing 
sport in America, presents unique chal-
lenges, particularly for young athletes 
like Thais, as there isn't a dedicated 
junior division. Despite this, Thais com-
petes against full-grown adults, showcas-
ing his exceptional skill and tenacity on 
the court.

By Mary Eyler
mail@floridanewsline.com

On March 14, the Crown Point arts 
department hosted a cultural arts night 
that included a huge display of artwork 
from students and from around the 
world. The event also included the Ca-
thedral Arts dance group who performed 
a few dances while attendees enjoyed 
all the artwork displayed. There were 

amazing works of art from Brazil, Puerto 
Rico, Albania, and many other arts 
from Central America and Mexico. The 
children enjoyed participating in all the 
arts activities each station offered. There 
were the Chinese arts shapes, Guate-
malan Quetzal, and Italian chef hats. 
Food trucks were on site for families to 
purchase dinner to eat in the courtyard 
area. 

Former River City Science 
Academy student makes 
headlines

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Bolles students were treated to 
a celestial spectacle as they wit-
nessed the solar eclipse on April 8. 
Equipped with solar eclipse glasses 
and pinhole cameras, those who 
had permission to participate in 
the viewing observed the moon’s 
majestic transit across the sun while 
learning about the science behind 
the phenomenon.

While both Bolles lower school 

campuses organized formal viewings, 
students on the Bolles Middle School 
Bartram Campus benefited from a 
special lesson during convocation 
from middle school science teacher 
Betsy Bailey. She shared interesting 
facts about the solar eclipse and its 
115-mile-wide path of totality, empha-
sizing the rarity of the event and the 
intense power of the sun’s rays. Some 
upper school students also took a look 
at the eclipse between classes and after 
school.

Cultural Arts Night held at Crown Point Solar eclipse mania hits 
The Bolles School

Photos courtesy The Bolles School

Holly Shapiro and her family viewing third grade art work.
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GardeningGardening By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Summer in the time of  
climate change

MAY 18 ׀ JUNE 8 ׀ July 13

Bring this coupon and get
entered to win a door prize 

exp 6/9/2024
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10970 San Jose Blvd | Jacksonville, FL 
(904) 795-2077 | TCFederal.com

www.travisakers.com
EARLY VOTING: AUGUST 5TH-18TH

ELECTION DAY: AUGUST 20TH

-Supported by Teachers
-Backed by Families
-Trusted Leader for All

Travis is a longtime Jacksonville resident, the
only candidate who is a public school parent, a
veteran Navy Intelligence O�cer, SAC member, and school 
volunteer. He holds a Masters in Public Administration and 
B.A. in Management. Additionally, he coaches youth soccer 
and is an advocate for military children and families.

Duval County School Board - District 7 Candidate

TRAVIS AKERS
BOLD LEADER.BOLD VISION.

Moving into the summer months, it’s 
worth keeping a close eye on the weather. 
So far, predictions are for more and stron-
ger hurricanes as we move into a La Nina 
situation. Storms during La Nina condi-
tions generally have a greater impact in the 
Gulf of Mexico and the western Carib-
bean Sea, both of which are close to home. 
More immediately, NOAA has tempera-
ture and rainfall prediction models, which 
can be found here: https://www.cpc.ncep. 

Weather is such a fundamental consid-
eration when gardening, but we are also 
faced with increasingly warm tempera-
tures overall. You may recall, the climate 
zone boundaries here in Duval County 
have been revised, so this is a reminder to 
review the recommended planting zones 
for anything you are hoping to plant. It’s 
worth looking at more southerly planting 
advice and rule out more northerly plants. 

If you understand your own microclimate 
that will also be helpful. Windbreaks on 
the north side of your property can protect 
tender plants from winter winds, while 
summer sun will bake unshaded areas. So, 
it’s fairly straightforward to imagine how 
the plants you grow will be impacted by 
their position in your yard. 

I recently — hopefully! — worked out 
how to tackle a problem area in my 
yard. The back of my two-story house 
faces roughly north-northeast, so during 
the winter months a fairly wide strip of 
ground is in deep shade. As spring pro-
gresses, the sun moves so that this area gets 
more and more sun. But when looking at 
plant labels the recommendations for light 
are that the plant likes sun, part sun, shade 
or whatever, without referring to winter 
light levels. So I’ve decided I’m going to 
try a bed of mostly deciduous flowering 
perennials, and maybe a few small shrubs 
and clumping grasses, that need full sun 
to thrive. That will be the light in summer. 
With luck the low light in winter won’t 
adversely affect them, but I’ll have to wait 
until this time next year to find out.

It's been a joy to see the spring burst of 
activity all around us, from the greening 
up of our deciduous trees, shrubs, and 
perennials, to the “evergreen” oaks finally 
dropping their old leaves for the new ones 

to grow in immediately behind them. 
(As a transplant, I’m still amused by this 
apparent “autumn in spring!”) Leaves can 
make valuable mulch, either by compost-
ing for later use or by shredding them 
using a mower to use in the near term. 

Of course, weeds are the inevitable 
problem as temperatures rise. Spreading 
mulch two to three inches thick can help 
prevent them germinating, but there’s little 
recourse if you choose to avoid herbicides 
other than old-fashioned weeding. Tackle 
them while small, especially if you’re deal-
ing with tree seedlings like golden rain 
trees and Carolina cherry laurel. Know 
your weeds’ roots and make sure that if 
they’re deep and sturdy they need to come 
out. Small annual weeds can probably be 
raked over and left to dry on the soil sur-
face. Anything that’s going to seed needs 
to be bagged and disposed of.

I haven’t been growing vegetables recently 
but have been missing the pleasure of 
picking my own produce. I’ll be trying 
a new approach, probably in the fall, 
growing in fabric pots. Meanwhile, native 
plants have been my focus, aiming to sup-
port the insects and other creatures that 
support our soil health and ultimately our 
own. It’s these interrelationships that are 
so important in our attempts to nurture 
the natural world. I hope you are taking 
part to bolster the environment for our 
descendants. They will surely thank you.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Dr. Craig Hadgis is the new solo owner 
of the local orthodontic practice that he 
joined in 2018. The new name of the 
practice is Smiles by Dr. Craig Hadgis, 
Orthodontist.

"I am proud to be able to continue to 
serve the orthodontic needs of the local 
community with the changeover of our 
practice, and continue to treat patients 
of all ages, children, teens and adults," 
said Dr. Hadgis. "My family and I have 
strong ties to the local community and 
we are very grateful to be able to make 
a difference in the lives of our patients 
by helping create a healthy and beautiful 
smile to last a lifetime."

Dr. Hadgis has more than a decade 
of experience in the orthodontic field 

including digitally 
planned ortho-
dontics, Invisalign, 
Damon, Insignia 
and Light-Force ap-
pliance systems. He 
earned his Bachelor 
of Science degree in 
Industrial Engineer-
ing and Masters 
degree in Biomedical 
Engineering from the 
University of Michi-
gan. Dr. Hadgis received his Doctorate of 
Dental Surgery and post DDS degree in 
Advanced Education in General Dentist-
ry from the University of Detroit Mercy. 
He earned his Orthodontic Speciality 
Certification from the School of Ortho-
dontics at Jacksonville University. 

Dr. Hadgis is certified by the American 

Board of Orthodontics and has served as 
president and treasurer of the St. Augus-
tine Dental Society for the past five years. 
He is a member of the American Board 
of Orthodontics, College of Diplomates 
of the American Board of Orthodontics, 
and American Association of Ortho-
dontists. In addition, Dr. Hadgis is also 
a member of the World Federation of 
Orthodontists, Southern Association 
of Orthodontists, Florida Association 
of Orthodontists, the American Dental 
Association, Florida Dental Association, 
the Northeast District Dental Association 
and the Jacksonville Dental Society.

Smiles by Dr. Craig Hadgis, Orthodontist 
offers a full range of orthodontic treatments 
at its offices in St. Johns and St. Augustine. 
Visit https://www.drcraigortho.com/ for 
more information.

Photo courtesy Dr. Craig Hadgis

Dr. Craig Hadgis

Orthodontic practice has new owner GROW YOUR
BUSINESS!

Advertise with
Mandarin NewsLine!

Linda Gay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com



Page 16 | MandarinNewsLine May 2024

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

I’m big on Little Rock, ArkansasTravelTravel

We are your local Outdoor
Power Equipment Warehouse –
the leading lawnmower store

in St. Augustine, FL. 

155 International Golf Parkway St. Augustine, FL 32095 Tel: (904) 495-4875 www.opewarehouseinc.com

TWO DAY OPEN HOUSE!

GREAT DISCOUNTS ON ALL PRODUCTS!

Friday, May 10th  9am to 4pm    Saturday May 11th  9am to 1pm
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SmoothTrak Steering
Integrated Park Brake
Welded Steel Decks

FINANCING AVAILABLE
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for Briggs, Echo, Kawasaki,
Kohler and others. Pick-up
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I wasn’t sure what to expect from a visit 
to Arkansas, but I’m now big on Little 
Rock. The vibrant and clean capital 
city offered visitors many activities and 
interesting sites. 

First up, I was curious about how the 
city got its name. Seems it derived from 
a rock formation along the river, named 
le petit rocher (little rock) by the French 
explorer Bénard de la Harpe in 1722 to 
distinguish it from a larger cliff across 
the river. Well, so much for that story. 

My hotel overlooked the Arkansas River, 
which is crossed by six bridges and has 
a meandering 11-block riverwalk along 
its shore (a total 15.7 miles loop.) I 
soon encountered the fantastic Vogel 
Schwartz Sculpture Garden, which 
features more than 80 whimsical and 
thought-provoking metal works.

A tour of the National Park Historic 
Central High Site included an impas-
sioned slide show presentation from a 
National Park ranger that had some of 
the participants in tears. The riveting 
story of the Little Rock Nine’s integra-
tion struggle captured our hearts. In 
September 1957, nine 15-year-old black 
students met the stringent requirements 
to attend Central High, yet were barred 
from entering. It took presidential 
intervention with federal troops and 
the National Guard to silence the mob 
and rebellion. While not Little Rock’s 
proudest memory, the event remains an 
important step in U. S. civil rights his-
tory. The group also walked around the 
exterior high school grounds as students 
still attend Central High. The tour 
finished at the Arkansas Capitol Build-
ing nearby. Here, life-sized statues of the 
nine students grace the lawn and act as 

a reminder of the past. If 
time permits, capitol build-
ings are always excellent.

On a lighter note, I toured 
the Esse Purse Museum, 
one of only two purse 
museums in the world. The 
handbags and their typical 
contents were displayed 
in chronological order as 
well as by category such as 
animal skin bags, evening 
bags, and totes. The little 
museum offered a fasci-

nating glimpse into women’s fashion 
through the years. 

A quick breeze through the newly rede-
signed and renovated Arkansas Museum 
of Fine Arts revealed its use as a public 
gathering area and museum. The entire 
structure, an architectural gem, clev-
erly uses space and entry is free. The 
glass-walled living room has become a 
favorite spot where locals come to work 
or read. The displayed art is chosen from 
the AMFA Foundation’s 14,000-object 
collection. 

No visit to Little Rock is complete 
without seeing the William J. Clinton 
Presidential Library Museum. The 
facility houses a year-by-year display of 
events during Clinton’s tenure, backed 
up by 80 million documents stored 
in the adjoining archives. Visitors can 
browse presidential memorabilia and 
family photos, learn about state din-
ner protocol, see examples of garments 

worn, and what gifts are given and 
received. My favorite part of the library 
museum is the replica of the Cabinet 
Room and the Oval Office, as they were 
during Clinton’s presidency. Sometimes, 
folks can even sit behind the presidential 
desk for a photo. 

You can’t travel to a city and not taste 
the local fare. I was especially delighted 
with the cheese dip at Dizzy’s Gypsy 
Bistro. Seems that cheese dip is very 
popular in Little Rock and the creamy 
concoction at Dizzy's has won the 
World Championship Cheese Dip title 
more than once. I loved how it didn’t 
harden or clump up and yet was not 
stringy. 

If you get a chance to visit Little Rock, 
it may not rock your world, but I believe 
you will find something of interest. 

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.
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The Arkansas River in Little Rock.


