
A Florida NewsLine Publication

MandarinMandarinNewsLineNewsLine
September 2025 Volume 20 Issue 9

page 4
Community Calendar

page 3  
BFF Best Furry Friend

page 7
Get to Know... Julia Short

page 8
Puzzles

Zest for Successeam 

Lo
r

Are you suffering from 
Parkinson’s Disease or 
Essential Tremor? 

See inside for information on 
our FREE, IN-PERSON events!

Are you suffering from 
Parkinson’s Disease or 
Essential Tremor? 

See inside for information on 
our FREE, IN-PERSON events!

Mandarin NewsLine 
seeks local stories 
in honor of Breast 
Cancer Awareness 
Month

Mandarin Community Club launches citrus fundraiser
Florida NewsLine Staff 
editor@floridanewsline.com

This October, Man-
darin NewsLine is 
proud to spotlight the 
strength and resilience 
of breast cancer war-
riors and survivors 
— and to honor the 
memory of those we've lost.

We invite you to share your story 
or the story of a loved one. Your 
journey can inspire, uplift and 
remind others that they are not 
alone.

Email us at editor@floridanews-
line.com by Sunday, Sept. 22 for a 
chance to be featured.

Florida NewsLine Staff 
editor@floridanewsline.com

Mandarin NewsLine is honoring 
Veterans Day (Nov. 11), and we 
want to highlight the service, sacri-
fice and stories of our military veter-
ans right here in our community.

We're looking for:

Local veteran trailblazers — busi-
ness owners, community leaders, 
or anyone making a difference after 
their service.

Multigenerational military families 
keeping traditions of service alive.

Stories from veterans who made 
Duval County home after their 
service.

Veterans involved in local organiza-
tions, volunteer work, or mentor-
ing.

Young veterans and their families 
sharing what service means to them.

Know a veteran we should spotlight? 
Want to share your own story?

Email us at editor@floridanewsline.
com by Monday, Oct. 27 for a 
chance to be featured.

Mandarin NewsLine 
seeks local stories to 
honor veterans

By Brett Nolan
mail@floridanewsline.com

Since 1923, the Mandarin Commu-
nity Club has served as a vital part of 
the Mandarin community, and with 
the public's help, the organization 
can sustain their mission for another 
century. Yet another industry integral 
to the Sunshine State needs help too – 
Florida Citrus. This year, the Mandarin 
Community Club is excited to partner 
with Florida Indian River Groves for 
a fundraiser that supports both the 
Mandarin Community Club's mission 
and Florida's storied citrus industry, 
with deep roots right here in Mandarin. 
From Sept. 1 to Nov. 14, the public can 
pre-order boxes of fresh, Florida-grown 
citrus, with pick-up at the Mandarin 
Community Club's Christmas Tree 
Lighting on Dec. 5.

25,000 orange trees reported in 19th-
century Mandarin groves
Mandarin, Florida, named in 1830 for 
the variety of citrus commonly found 
in the area's thriving citrus groves, has 
a rich heritage that reflects the broader 
story of Florida's citrus industry. Span-
ish explorers, including Ponce de Leon, 

introduced citrus to Florida in the 
1500s, and by the 1700s, Florida Indi-
ans were cultivating seeds from Spanish 
missionaries. In Mandarin, the industry 
took hold in the 19th century. The 
banks of the St. Johns River were known 
to be favorable to orange groves; the soil 
was believed to give noteworthy flavor 
to the fruit, and the river helped protect 
from the occasional freezing winds. 
Figures like Harriet Beecher Stowe, who 
wintered here in the late 1800s fol-
lowing the Civil War, noted properties 
boasting groves yielding tens of thou-
sands of oranges. An article in a Jack-
sonville newspaper, the "Daily Florida 
Union," carried a story on March 30, 
1879 stating: "Twenty-five thousand 
orange trees are set out in groves be-
tween Beauclerc Bluff and the Mandarin 
Post-Office, an area of some 4 miles – 

3,500 of these trees are bearing fruit…" 
the reporter concluded that the citrus 
industry in Mandarin "has been cited 
to show the unbeliever that Mandarin 
can and does grow oranges successfully." 
Today, Mandarin's commercial groves 
are largely gone, but backyard trees and 
small groves, like the one next to the 
Club's Harriet Beecher Stowe Pavilion 
remain, a testament to our citrus legacy.

Florida's citrus production plummets by 
90%
Florida's citrus industry, once the heart-
beat of the state's economy and identity, 
has faced unprecedented challenges. 
Over the past two decades, production 
has plummeted by 90 percent, dropping 
from 300 million boxes annually in the 

Vintage postcard of Mandarin orange groves. Source: Mandarin Museum & Historical Society Archives

Greenland Pines  cont. on pg. 2



Page 2 | MandarinNewsLine September 2025

early 2000s to a projected 12 mil-
lion boxes of oranges for the 2024-
25 season. Citrus greening disease, a 
bacterial infection spread by the Asian 
citrus psyllid, has infected nearly all of 
Florida's groves, reducing fruit produc-
tion and yield. Devastating hurricanes, 
like Irma in 2017 and Ian in 2022, have 
caused hundreds of millions in damages, 
further weakening an already struggling 
industry. As a result, many growers have 
sold their land for development, and 
Florida, once the nation's top citrus 
producer, now trails behind California.

Brighter days ahead with your help

Yet, there's hope on the horizon. Inno-
vative solutions are helping growers fight 
citrus greening, and the Florida Legis-
lature has allocated nearly $140 million 
to support research and recovery efforts, 
a record breaking investment set in the 
2025 Legislative Session. By purchasing 
fresh, Florida-grown citrus during this 
fundraiser, residents are not just savoring 
the unmatched flavor of Sunshine State 
oranges, mandarins, and grapefruits—
they're helping preserve a vibrant part 
of Florida's heritage. Nothing beats the 
taste of Florida citrus, picked at its peak 
and bursting with flavor, grown right 
here in the state's groves.

"The Mandarin Community Club is 
proud to stand with Florida's citrus 
growers," said Brett Nolan, the Man-
darin Community Club's vice presi-
dent. "Every purchase helps preserve 
our shared heritage and supports the 
recovery of an industry that defines the 
Sunshine State."

Residents can purchase fresh Florida-
grown citrus, such as navel oranges, 
mandarins, and pink grapefruit, online 
at https://iFundraise.com/1144774, 
with pickup available at the historic 
1872 Mandarin Schoolhouse, headquar-
ters of the Mandarin Community Club, 
during the Christmas Tree Lighting on 
Dec. 5. A fundraiser table will be pres-
ent at all Mandarin Community Club 
events during the pre-sale period, as well 
as out in the community to continue 
to raise awareness and support for both 
the Mandarin Community Club and 

the Florida Citrus Industry. Businesses 
looking to gift clients or employees 
with Florida's finest citrus are invited to 
contact Julia Short, Fundraising Com-
mittee Chair at the Mandarin Commu-
nity Club, directly at (904) 318-1299. 
Individuals wishing to share the taste of 
Florida with family nationwide this holi-
day season can arrange shipping for an 
additional shipping and handling fee.

Greenland Pines cont. from pg. 1

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FLWestminsterWoodsFL.org

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn 
how you can save thousands!

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging, 
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

• Housekeeping
• 24-hour security
• Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
• Fishing and boat docks
• Heated, outdoor swimming pool
• A wide range of important aging services
• And more!

Don’t leave
your future

to chance
Secure a plan for life

Painting of oranges in Mandarin by Harriet Beecher 
Stowe in the late 1800s.

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com
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FFBBFF Meet  Milo!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Breed: 
Pointer Mix

Favorite Activity: 
I love walking outdoors and swimming 

in a lake.
Favorite Food: 

Everything, including fruit.
Favorite Friends: 

Gracie is a small dog and my best friend. I 
also love kids.

How did your BFF get their name: 
In honor of my father's beloved dog, Mila. 
She was extremely loved and is missed. 

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

When you advertise, you encourage 
repeat business, create traffic, and 

attract new customers!
Don't miss our "month" issue

featuring our "special section"!
Deadline xx/xx/25

Call today
to reserve your space!

(904) 886-4919
www.FloridaNewsLine.com

MANDARIN | ORANGE PARK

MANDARIN | ORANGE PARK

  

  

FLEMING ISLAND | MIDDLEBURG

FLEMING ISLAND | MIDDLEBURG

  

  

| RIVERSIDE

| RIVERSIDE

904.272.2020

904.272.2020

ALLISON HARMEL, M.D.

ALLISON HARMEL, M.D.

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGIST

JASON DAY, M.D.

JASON DAY, M.D.

CORNEA & REFRACTIVE SURGERY
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To submit items for the  
Community Calendar,  
email editor@floridanewsline.com.

Sept. 11 
American Legion Mandarin "Fallen 
Heroes" Post 372 meeting
American Legion Mandarin "Fallen 
Heroes" Post 372 meets on the second 
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at 
Williams Family YMCA upstairs on the 
second floor, 10415 San Jose Blvd., Jack-
sonville. Visit alpost372fl.org for more 
information.

Sept. 11 
Mandarin Garden Club Walking Tour
Mandarin Garden Club Magnolia Circle 
will host a free walking tour at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 11. Master gardener 
Mary Foster will provide a narrative tour. 
The public is invited to this free event. 
Visit mandaringardenclub.org for more 
information.

Sept. 14 
Mandarin Parkinson's Support Group 
meeting
Mandarin Parkinson's Support Group 
meets at Church of Eleven22, 4911 Losco 
Road, on the second Sunday of each 
month from 2-4 p.m. Contact group 
leader Katheryn Donaldson at serv-
ing4_him@yahoo.com or (904) 710-1449 
for more information.

Sept. 15 
All Star Quilters Guild meeting
The All Star Quilters Guild will meet at 
9:30 a.m. for socializing prior to the 10 
a.m. meeting at First Christian Church, 
11924 San Jose Blvd. "Show and Tell" is 
always a feature. Guests are welcome. 
Visit allstarquilters.org for more informa-
tion.

Sept. 16 
Learning about Fruit Trees
Mandarin Garden Club Dogwood Circle 
will welcome guest speaker Keel Cha-

chra Monday, Sept. 16, at 10 a.m. Keel and 
his father own Fruit Trees Only Nursery in 
St. Augustine and will present "Learning 
About Fruit Trees." The public is invited. 
Visit mandaringardenclub.org for more 
information.

Sept. 18 
Growing with Purpose
Mandarin Garden Club Cherokee Rose 
Circle will host a presentation featuring 
Stephanie Means from UF/IFAS Exten-
sion Wednesday, Sept. 18, at 10 a.m. Her 
program is titled "Growing with Pur-
pose." The public is invited to this free 
event. Visit mandaringardenclub.org for 
more information.

Sept. 18-21 
Ladies International Poker Series 
Florida State Championship
The Ladies International Poker Series 
Florida State Championship will be held 
Thursday through Sunday, Sept. 18-21, at 
bestbet Jacksonville. The first, longest-
running and most popular poker tour for 
women features ladies-only and co-ed 
play, plus a question-and-answer ses-
sion with poker legends Linda Johnson 
and Jan Fisher.

Sept. 23 
Acoustic Jam Session
Acoustic Jam Session is held at 7 p.m. 
in the Kids' Building of Trinity Manda-
rin, 2955 Orange Picker Road. This jam 
is open to everyone and all levels of 
ability are welcome. Come to play with 
the group or just sit back and enjoy the 
music. Contact Burt Coulliette at (904) 
302-0423.

Sept. 25 
Planning and Planting for Fall Flowers 
and Foliage
Mandarin Garden Club Live Oak 
Circle will host a presentation by 
Jen Burnham, manager of Liberty 
Landscaping and Nursery, Wednes-
day, Sept. 25, at 7 p.m. The program 

is titled "Planning and Planting for 
Fall Flowers and Foliage." The public 
is invited to this free event. Visit 
mandaringardenclub.org for more 
information.

Sept. 25 
Mandarin Republican Club meeting
Mandarin Republican Club will meet 
Thursday, Sept. 25, at St. Mary's Seafood, 
11290 Old St. Augustine Road. Social time 
begins at 6 p.m. and the meeting starts 
at 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 25 
Mandarin Women's Club luncheon
Mandarin Women's Club resumes lun-
cheons Wednesday, Sept. 25, at Ramada 
Inn Mandarin, 3130 Hartley Road. Doors 
open at 10:30 a.m. Reservations required 
by Sept. 15. Contact Barbara Metallo at 
barbara.metallo@outlook.com or (904) 
612-6494.

Sept. 26 
Spaghetti to Go
Italian American Club of Jacksonville 
returns after summer break to host 
Spaghetti to Go Friday, Sept. 26, at 5 p.m. 
Dinners include two huge meatballs, a 
large portion of spaghetti and bread for 
$13. Cannoli available for dessert for $3 
each. Take out orders only. Italian Ameri-
can Club is located at 2838 Westberry 
Road, Mandarin.

Oct. 3-4 
Mandarin Garden Club Trash to 
Treasure Sale
Mandarin Garden Club will host its 
" Trash to Treasure Sale" Thursday 
and Friday, Oct. 3-4, from 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. each day. The sale will feature 
items similar to garage, yard and 
estate sales. A pop-up plant sale 
and café will also be available dur-
ing the same dates and times. Visit 
mandaringardenclub.org for more 
information.

Oct. 5 
Walter Jones Historical Park buildings 
open
Walter Jones Historical Park buildings, 
including the 1898 St. Joseph's Mission 
Schoolhouse for African American Chil-
dren, the 1875 Webb Jones Farmhouse, 
the 1876 Barn, and the Losco Winery, 
are open the first Saturday of each 
month from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. The Historic 
Mandarin Store & Post Office, located at 
12471 Mandarin Road, will also be open. 
Museum volunteers will be inside each 
building for guided tours. Admission is 
free. Visit mandarinmuseum.org or call 
(904) 268-0784.

Oct. 5 
Meet the Maple Leaf Divers
Meet the Maple Leaf Divers at the Manda-
rin Museum, 11964 Mandarin Road, from 
10 a.m.-noon on the first Saturday of each 
month. This is an informal, conversation-
al-style event; drop in anytime within the 
two hours to chat with Dr. Keith Holland 
and his team and view the museum's 
expanded Maple Leaf exhibit. Admission 
is free. Visit mandarinmuseum.org or call 
(904) 268-0784.

Oct. 7 
Honeybee Quilters Guild meeting
Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet 
Tuesday, Oct. 7, at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin 
Presbyterian Church on the Loretto 
Road Campus in the Kids Space at 2501 
Loretto Road. New members and guests 
welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org for 
more information.

Oct. 9 
American Legion Mandarin "Fallen 
Heroes" Post 372 meeting
American Legion Mandarin "Fallen 
Heroes" Post 372 meets on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. 
at Williams Family YMCA upstairs on 
the second floor, 10415 San Jose Blvd., 
Jacksonville. Visit alpost372fl.org for more 
information.

What’s Happening in MandarinWhat’s Happening in Mandarin
Community CalendarSeptemberSeptember

 GAME DATES: Sept 13, Oct 11, Nov 15

Valid in-store at the participating stores 
listed. Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird 

Food, Camera Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards, 
DSC Memberships, or Sale Items.
Cannot be combined with other 

coupons/discounts. 
O�er expires 9/30/25. 
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FREE In-Person
Educational Seminar
on Deep Brain
Stimulation (DBS)

Learn about an FDA-approved procedure covered 
by Medicare and most insurance plans.

What You’ll Learn

• What can DBS help with?
• Are you a candidate for DBS?
• The DBS patient journey
• How to choose the right 
     DBS device

After registering, you’ll receive a confirmation email. We hope to see you there!

 ** please see attached previous ad as a guide line

The Link -The Lobby
425 Town Plaza Ave,
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32081 
                                                                            Register

September 17, 2025 | 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM

Orange Park Lion’s Club
423 McIntosh Ave
Orange Park, FL 32073 
                                                                            Register

September 26, 2025 | 11:30AM - 12:30PM

Our Adult Day Program offers a safe environment 
for seniors who require extra support and peace 

of mind for caregivers who must tend to their 
personal needs during the week. Learn how we’re 

supporting mind, body and spirit for all.

Email adultday@rivergarden.org or  
call 904.288.7858 to tour.

Explore more services at RiverGarden.org

Connection is in Bloom.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care  I  Rehab & Therapy  I  Senior Living  I  Adult Day

By Gail Packard
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Mandarin Women's Club re-
sumes its monthly luncheons Thurs-
day, Sept. 25, at the Ramada Inn in 
Mandarin (3130 Hartley Road) after a 
summer break. The club is excited to 
welcome the singing trio "Triple Sec" 
to entertain members as they return 
for another year of fun and fellowship.

Sherry Rosen, Lynette Haddock and 
Libby Montgomery have been sing-
ing harmonies of every genre of music 
since 2014 in musicals, Broadway 
shows, neighborhood parties and as-
sisted living facilities.

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reserva-
tions are required. The luncheon costs 
$25 and checks must be received by 
Thursday, Sept. 15. To make reserva-
tions and obtain payment instruc-
tions, call Barbara at (904) 612-6494 
or email barbara.metallo@outlook.
com.

The club encourages members to re-
new their membership or invites new 
members to join. For more informa-
tion on events, photos and member-
ship forms, visit mandarinwomen-
sclub.com.

By Michele Alex
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Mandarin Garden Club welcomes 
fall with an exciting lineup of educa-
tional programs and community events. 
Throughout September, the club is 
hosting free public programs featuring 
expert speakers on sustainable land-
scaping, gardening topics adapted to 
Florida's climate, and water conserva-
tion.

Circle meetings are scheduled on the 
second Tuesday at 10 a.m., the third 
Tuesday and Thursday at 10 a.m., and 
the fourth Thursday at 7 p.m. All Sep-
tember events are free and open to the 
public.

October brings special events including 
the "Trash to Treasure Sale" on Oct. 3-4 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. each day, featur-
ing items similar to garage and estate 
sales, plus a pop-up plant sale and café. 
The annual Craft Fair has been moved 
to Oct. 25 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., fea-
turing crafts by club members and local 
vendors.

The club is preparing for its 80th an-
niversary celebration in November. The 
Garden Club facility is available for 
rent for parties, weddings and special 
occasions. Visit mandaringardenclub.org 
or call the rental representative at (904) 
910-3621.

Mandarin Women's Club resumes monthly luncheons

Photo courtesy Gail Packard

Mandarin Women's Club board members for 2025-26 are, from left, Judy Witte, Jo-Ellen Baxley, Patty Blalock, Barbara 
Metallo, Judy Baier, Andrea Braun and Sharon Rosenblum. Not pictured is Lisa Steely.

Mandarin Garden Club offers fall programs, events
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FAITH | RECOVERY | EDUCATION | EMPOWERMENT

Y O U ’ R E  I N V I T E D  T O
A  D A Y  O F  H E A L I N G

JOIN US FOR A DAY OF HEALING
FOR NATIONAL RECOVERY MONTH

BREAK FREE FROM ADDICTION AND ITS
RIPPLE EFFECTS—ABUSE, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE,

BROKEN RELATIONSHIPS, AND TRAUMA.

 SATURDAY, SEPT. 20 | 9 AM–4:30 PM
AT THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF

OUR LADY OF LA LECHE

 $60 | INCLUDES SPEAKERS, 2 MEALS,
SNACKS & 8:30 AM BREAKFAST

OPEN TO INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES
IMPACTED BY ADDICTION.

WWW.GRACEANDRECOVERY.ORG

By Brett Nolan
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Mandarin Community Club proud-
ly presents a compelling presentation 
by Dr. Susanna Ashton, author of "A 
Plausible Man: The True Story of the Es-
caped Slave Who Inspired Uncle Tom's 

Cabin." This event will illuminate the 
life of John Andrew Jackson, a fugitive 
slave whose brief stay in Harriet Beecher 
Stowe's home in 1850 likely inspired 
her iconic novel, "Uncle Tom's Cabin," 
which galvanized the abolitionist move-
ment and reshaped American history.

The event will take place on Friday, 
Sept. 19, at the historic Mandarin 
Community Club, 12447 Mandarin 
Road, with doors opening at 6 p.m. for 
a reception hosted by the Mandarin 
Museum & Historical Society, offering 
a beer and wine bar alongside a selec-
tion of savory and sweet hors d'oeuvres, 
followed by Dr. Ashton's presentation at 
7 p.m.

Dr. Ashton, a professor of English at 
Clemson University, is a distinguished 
scholar of slavery and freedom narra-
tives, with her work featured in The 
New York Times, CNN, The Wall Street 
Journal, The Smithsonian, and The New 
Republic. Renowned for her engaging 
and humorous presentations, she weaves 
insightful storytelling to captivate audi-
ences. Her notable achievements include 
a W.E.B. DuBois Fellowship at Harvard, 
a Fulbright to Ireland, and a fellowship 
at Yale's Gilder Lehrman Center.

In "A Plausible Man" (The New Press, 
2024), Ashton meticulously traces Jack-
son's journey from slavery to freedom, 
his fight to liberate his family, and his 
role as an international advocate for 
abolition, set against the backdrop of 
the Civil War and the country's Recon-
struction era.

This event carries significance in Manda-
rin, where Harriet Beecher Stowe spent 
winters after the Civil War, penning es-
says and sketches about Florida life that 
reflected her connection to the South's 
complex post-war landscape.

Susie Scott, past president of the Man-
darin Community Club and member 

of the Club's events committee, who 
championed this event, shared her 
inspiration: "I was inspired to bring this 
literary exploration of Stowe's world-
changing 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' to our 
community, where she lived for many 
years. After reading a book review, I 
became eager to share this story."

Scott added, "Stowe's work profoundly 
shaped her era and beyond, and this 
book offers a fascinating glimpse into 
how a single character may have sparked 
her transformative writing."

Join the Mandarin Community Club 
and the Mandarin Museum & Histori-
cal Society for an evening of history, 
storytelling, and community engage-
ment. Copies of "A Plausible Man" 
are available for purchase at Amazon. 
Don't miss this chance to explore an 
interesting moment in American history, 
brought to life by a leading scholar and 
the vibrant Mandarin community.

Scholar to explore inspiration behind 'Uncle Tom's Cabin'

Duval superintendent visits elementary school on opening day

 On the first day of the new 
school year, Duval County 
Public Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Christopher Bernier 
brought excitement and 
encouragement to Crown 
Point Elementary (CPE) 
with a special campus visit. 
From left, Dr. Leah Murphy, 
Dr. Bernier and Brett Hartley 
give Superintendent Bernier 
a tour of Crown Point El-
ementary School.
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Creating Smiles & Relationships for a Lifetime!
Our Group of Dental Specialists Provide 
Expert Care from Simple to Complex Cases

• Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD
• Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD
• Dr. Annie Vu, DMD
• Dr. Peter Farag, DMD
• Dr. Swati Gupta, DMD
• Dr. Kevin Vera, DDS

At Our Specialty Center:
• Dr. Evan Moody, Oral Surgeon
• Dr. Amber Sun, Pediatric Dentist
• Dr. Bob Deason, Practice Limited Endodontics
• Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics
• Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics
• Dr. Haider Alramli, Periodontist

 

JRDentalCare.com
12276 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 314 

Jacksonville, FL 32223

904.786.9200

* $59
NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

Includes Comprehensive Exam,
Full Moouth & Panoramic X-Rays

*Cash patients. (D0150, D0220, D1110) No gum disease.

INVISILIGN
Includes Free Blanching Trays &

Whitening Gell with Finished 

Expiration Date: 8/15/2025 Expiration Date: 8/15/2025

Treatment

FREE FREE

FREE

IMPLANT CONSULT ORTHODONTIC
CONSULTATIONwith 3D X-RAY – $500 Value!

Safe and quick implant placement with 3D Cone Your smile and investment 
deserve a second opinion.

Your smile and investment 
deserve a second opinion.

Beam Scan, for implant supported denture, single tooth/bridge.
To determine implant fee starting at $1500.

PORECELAIN
CROWN D2740

4 QUANDRANTS
OF DEEP
CLEANING  D4341

Accepting 

New 

Patients 

of All 

Ages

Call 904.807.8744 
for an appointment  
today or scan 
the QR code

7030 Normandy Blvd. 
Jacksonville, FL 32205

904.786.5850

7855 Argyle Forest Blvd. • Suite 104 
Jacksonville, FL 32223

904.786.9200
JR Dental

$500 OFF

SURGICAL TOOTH 
EXTRACTION

Self Pay Only. Excludes Most Wisdom Teeth.

 $299

Appointments

SECOND OPINION

$800 $800

travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLifeLife
Get to KnowGet to Know  . . .. . . By Tracy McCormick-Dishman

editor@floridanewsline.com

Get to Know ...
Interested in being featured? Email Tracy Dishman 
 at editor@floridanewsline.com

Julia Short
For Julia Short, Mandarin isn't 
just home – it's a legacy span-
ning seven generations of 
Florida history. As a lifelong 
resident, Short embodies the 
deep community roots that 
make Mandarin special.

"I'm a seventh genera-
tion Floridian, which blows 
people's minds because they say, 
'well, what was here seven genera-
tions ago, other than like swamp 
and cows?'" Short explains. Her family 
descends from Florida crackers who 
built their homes with their own hands 
using surrounding trees. A proud 
graduate of Mandarin High School, 
Short continued her education at 
Florida State University.

Julia Cuthbertson Short's connection 
to her hometown runs so deep that 
when she met her husband during her 
freshman year at Florida State Univer-
sity, she made her intentions clear from 
the start. 

"The moment my tassel turns, I'm go-
ing back to Mandarin," she told him. 
The couple eventually planned a small, 
intimate ceremony in her parents' 
living room, followed by dinner under 
string lights in the backyard. Fortu-
nately, her Orlando-born husband fell 
in love with Mandarin's small-town 
feel, historic trees, and most impor-
tantly, its people.

Short's love for community and his-
tory naturally drew her to the Manda-
rin Community Club, where she now 

serves as a volunteer board member 
on the fundraising team. Founded in 
1923, the independent nonprofit orga-
nization is dedicated to preserving and 
beautifying Mandarin while maintain-
ing three historic properties that tell 
the area's story.

The properties include the old school-
house, which has served as both church 
and school throughout its century-plus 
existence, and the original post office 
and general store along Mandarin 
Road. 

"When I saw those buildings in middle 
school, I thought they're just gorgeous. 
They're in their original state – it's just 
incredible," Short recalls.

Short's professional background in 
fundraising serves her well in her 
volunteer role, where she naturally 
gravitated toward asking for support. 
"I was always the person on my sports 
teams or my school clubs that was kind 
of pushed to the front to do the asking 
when we would do our fundraisers," 
she recalls.

The Community Club keeps 
Short busy year-round with 

events that bring neigh-
bors together. Their 
largest fundraiser, an art 
festival running since 
the 1960s, takes place 
on Easter weekend. This 

fall, they're partnering 
with a Florida citrus grove 

for an online fundraiser.

But it's Short's passion for local 
history that truly sets her apart. 

She's read local architectural histories 
multiple times and serves as a gradu-
ate of the Leadership Jacksonville Next 
Generation program. 

"We have a wonderful opportunity to 
embolden the stories of our historic 
neighborhoods and bring them with 
us to our next chapter of what our 
city can be," Short reflects. "I have 
a staunch belief that we each have a 
responsibility to give to our communi-
ties."

With Mandarin approaching its bicen-
tennial in 2030, Short and the Com-
munity Club are already looking ahead 
to celebrate two centuries of history. 
As someone whose family helped write 
that history, she's perfectly positioned 
to help preserve it for future genera-
tions.

For Julia Short, preserving the past 
while building community for the 
future isn't just volunteer work – it's a 
calling rooted in seven generations of 
Florida soil.

By Abigail Addison

This year our 
CTE/Advanced 
TV produc-
tion students 
participated in 
two different 
contests, one 
for the National 
Poison Control 
and the FWEA 
which stands for 
Florida Water Environmental Associa-
tion. Why would they do this? Well, 
the National Poison Control contest is 
to help people with calling the poison 
control hotline and providing free medi-
cal assistance without having to go to 
the emergency room or going into the 
hospital. Students researched trending 
topics and information from the web-
site. Our students entered a video no 
longer than 2 minutes and they won the 
People's Choice Award nationally, which 
had the most votes in the United States. 
Michael Brigman and Giovanni Pez-
zella won the $100 prize. You may also 
be asking how they made these videos, 
well they worked as individual produc-
ers or in small groups to meet the video 
deadlines and parameters.

What about the FWEA contest? Our 
students created a video about what you 
should and shouldn't flush down your 
toilets. I know it sounds silly, but it's 
true we flush a lot of things down our 
toilets that we are not supposed to. Did 
you know that you're only supposed to 
flush down pee, poop, and paper? These 
videos were only 45 seconds or less. The 
winner for this contest was a student 
here at Mandarin Middle and her 
little brother; A seventh-grader named 
Alice Karakai and her little brother 
Alex Karaki won a $300 prize and got 

National Poison 
Control, FWEA 
video contest

National Poison  cont. on pg. 9

Abigail Addison
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Driveways
Pavers
Patios

Catering to the needs of
the homeowner since 2002

Walkways
Concrete Removal
Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836  and let's talk about what we can do for you!

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential -
no project too small

Sorry, No Pets Allowed. 

Snip’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST  

Over 35 Years Exp.
FL-5456A

— Tree Preservation — Plant Health Care — Insect & Disease Treatments

(904) 268-1017 
www.snipstree.com

LICENSED                                           INSURED

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement 
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Community Marketplace  

Call (904) 886-4919 for 

advertising rates

Tell us your favorite 

puzzles! Send an 

email to editor@

floridanewsline.

com
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2892 Loretto Road, 32223

TRASH TO TREASURE SALE

 Cash Only

October 3rd - 4th 9am-2pm

Mandarin Garden Club

Cafe & Plants

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 

chris

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC
818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value
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Cooler waters mean active fish
By Jimmy Tomazinis

mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing
We are on the downhill run now. 
Although it may be very hot out still, 
our Fall transition is in full swing. 
When water temperatures go from the 
low 90s to mid-80s with a Northeast 
wind here and there, the fish take 
notice. The main reason is because the 
food is leaving. Most of the shrimp, 
mullet, and various other bait fish that 
have grown up in the river through-
out the year are starting to move out 
to begin the next stages of their lives. 
The predators take the hint, gorging as 
they follow them on their way out.

Hopefully the shrimp have returned. 
They disappeared last month after 
what was the best early run of shrimp 
I can remember. We went from catch-
ing 100 per cast to catching none two 

weeks later. That’s weird. Especially 
when there’s no major storm event tied 
to it. If they stay scarce I’d still expect 
fishing to improve since when they 
were here in good numbers the fishing 
was a little slow.

The mullet run is also going on, so if 
you enjoy surf fishing it’s a good time 
to be on the sand. It’s a great show if 
nothing else. Just about every evening 
somewhere along the beach you will 
see lots of activity as the mullet travel 
south. Tarpon, sharks, jacks, etc, will 
be hot on their tails. We have mullet 
exiting the river too, but it’s hard to 
find them concentrated like they are in 
the surf. The run doesn’t last nearly as 
long either. Bridges, inlets, and jetties 
are all great places to look for them.

I would expect fishing for just about 
every fish species we have been chasing 
this summer to be improving. Redfish 
will be hunting the shallows early and 
late looking for mullet, shrimp, and 
whatever else they can find. Sheeps-
head would love some smaller shrimp 
around the dock and bridge pilings. 
Flounder are lurking on shell bars and 
drop offs waiting for bait to go by. 
Stripers should be going crazy now 
that the water temperatures are finally 
dropping and they can feel a little 
more comfortable chasing shrimp.

It is time to reenergize and break out 
of the summer doldrums. The fish are 
here but they won’t be for too much 
longer so go find them. Tight lines.

Honorable Mention on their State 
website. A few students of ours were 
awarded Honorable Mention on the 
FWEA State website for submitting a 
video that was sadly a few seconds more 
than the requirement. Those students 
were Emma Christopher, Chase Staggs, 
Owen Glenn, and Brayden Wiley. 
Congratulations to them. These sixth-, 
seventh- and eighth-graders worked 
extremely hard to get these videos and 
our winners did absolutely amazing this 
year if you would like to see these videos 
you can go to the National Poison Con-
trol website at https://poisoncenters.
org/nppw-poster-and-video-contest or 
the FWEA website at Video Contest - 
Florida Water Environment Association.

 Thank you all for your support this 
school year. Go Hawks!

National Poison  cont. from pg. 7

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Blue Ridge Bliss: A journey through 
Southwest VirginiaTravelTravel

The call of the Blue Ridge Parkway, of-
ten called “America’s Favorite Drive,” is 
hard to ignore. I recently followed that 
call into the heart of Southwest Virginia. 
The road is limited-access, billboard-free 
and designed for leisurely travel rather 
than high-speed driving.

I found scenic overlooks with layered 
ridgelines of misty blue and uncovered 
a string of small towns: Rocky Mount, 
Stuart and Floyd. Each one a gem in its 
own right, welcomed me with music, 
stories and now, memories that linger.

My trip began near Rocky Mount, a 
friendly spot with deep agricultural 
roots and the proud title of “Moonshine 
Capital of the World.” That evening, I 
sipped a moonshine cocktail and tapped 
my foot to the beat of old-time moun-
tain music at Twin Creeks Distillery. 
Think banjo picking, fast fiddling, guitar 
and upright bass—the soundtrack of 
Appalachia.

Just outside town, I found the Blue 
Ridge Institute and Farm Museum in 
Ferrum. As Virginia’s official state center 
for folklore, it maintains a farmstead 
and exhibits on Appalachian traditions. 
I meandered through preserved 19th-
century buildings, photographing rustic 

barns, weathered tools and heritage 
breeds of livestock.

Farther south along the Parkway, I 
pulled over at the Rocky Knob Recre-
ation Area, where I found opportunities 
for hiking, biking and camping. But I 
couldn’t resist stopping at the Saddle 
Overlook. It offered the opposite of 
Florida’s landscape—mighty mountain 
ridges rolling across the horizon. I loved 
it.

A bit farther on, I reached one of the 
Parkway’s most photographed land-
marks: Mabry Mill. The weathered 
wooden gristmill, reflected in the still 
water, created a timeless scene. On 
weekends, local musicians gather there, 
adding an Appalachian soundtrack 
through the trees. Visitors can also 
watch demonstrations of traditional 
crafts like blacksmithing, sawmilling 
and sorghum-making.

I then made my way to Stuart for a 
stop at Fairy Stone State Park. Legend 
says the park’s cross-shaped stones were 
formed from the tears of mourning fair-
ies. While I didn’t find any fairy stones, I 
discovered plenty of magic in the park’s 
peaceful woodland.

But the real soul of this trip revealed 
itself in Floyd. Just a few miles off the 
Parkway, Floyd is a place where art, 
music and mountain spirit mingle on 
every corner. My visit coincided with 
the Thursday Night Jam, nearly as lively 
as the legendary Friday Night Jamboree 
at the Floyd Country Store. Locals and 
visitors pack the space, clapping and 
dancing. Joy abounds. I adored watch-
ing the fiddlers, twirling dancers and 
grinning elders tapping their toes.

By day, the Floyd Artisan Trail led me to 
tucked-away galleries and studios brim-
ming with pottery, paintings and fine 
woodworking. The Hotel Floyd made 
an ideal overnight rest stop.

My final Parkway stop, near the North 
Carolina border, brought me to the 
Blue Ridge Music Center. Managed by 
the National Park Service, the museum 

tells the story of mountain music’s deep 
roots. Out back, a shaded amphitheater 
hosts musicians who keep those tunes 
alive—melodies that rise from the hills.

October brings the most visitors to the 
Parkway, thanks to its explosion of fall 
color. Last year, I detoured there (while 
visiting Natural Bridge) just to catch the 
autumn display. All I can say is wow! 
Make your reservations soon.

My journey along the Blue Ridge Park-
way reminded me that travel isn’t always 
about ticking off landmarks; it’s about 
pausing, observing and connecting. 
In Southwest Virginia, I found a place 
where the past is preserved with pride, 
the music never fades and the beauty 
begs to be relished. For anyone seek-
ing an authentic slice of Appalachian 
culture, this route delivers.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Visitors to Mabry Mill can watch demonstrations of traditional crafts like blacksmithing, sawmilling, and sorghum-
making
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AUTOS/MISC

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. 
Fast  -  FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible . 
C a l l  8 0 0 - 2 4 5 - 0 3 9 8

MISCELLANEOUS

Old gui tars  wanted! 
Gibson, Fender,  Mar-
t i n ,  E t c .  1 9 3 0 ’ s  t o 
1980’s. Top dollar paid. 
C a l l  8 6 6 - 4 3 3 - 8 2 7 7

R e a c h  m i l l i o n s  o f 
h o m e s  n a t i o n w i d e 
with one easy, afford-
able buy in  the ADS 
Network! For more in-
formation www.com-
munitypublishers.com/
category/all-products

SunSetter. America’s #1 
awning! Instant shade 
at the touch of a but-
ton .  Trans f orm your 
deck or patio into an 
outdoor oasis .  Up to 
10-year  l imi ted war-
rant y.  C a l l  now and 
save $350! 855-914-1148

We  b u y  h o u s e s  f o r 
cash as is! No repairs 
or fuss. Any condition. 
Easy 3-step process: 
Call, get cash offer, get 
paid. Get your fair cash 
offer  today.  L iz  Buys 
Houses: 844-877-5833

Portable oxygen con-
centrator may be cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence & 
mobility w/the compact 
design & long-lasting 
battery. Inogen One free 
info kit! 87 7-305-1535

Consumer Cel lu lar  - 
same reliable, nation-
wide coverage as large 
carriers. No long-term 
c o n t ra c t  o r  h i d d e n 
fees,  f ree activation. 
All plans unlimited talk 
& text starting at just 
$20/mo. 87 7-751-0866

Become a publ ished 
author. We want to read 
your book! Dorrance 
P u b l i s h i n g  t r u s t e d 
since 1920. Consulta-
tion, production, pro-
motion & distribution. 
Free author`s guide 
87 7-729-4998 or dor-
r a n c e i n f o . c o m / a d s

No c leaning gu tters 
guaranteed! LeafFilter 
- most ad-vanced gutter 
protection, backed by a 
no-clog guaran-tee & 
lifetime warranty. 833-
610-1936 schedule free 
inspection & estimate. 
Get 75% off install & 
$250 bonus discount! 
Limited time. Restric-
t ions apply,  see rep 
for warranty & details.

Replace your roof w/the 
best looking & longest 
lasting material steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
3 styles/multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Lim-
i ted t ime offer up to 
50% off install + ad-
ditional 10% off install 
military, health & 1st re-
sponders. 833-370-1234

In f la t ion  a t  4 0-year 
highs. Interest rates are 
up. Credit cards, medi-
cal bills, car loans. Have 
$10k+ in debt? Call Na-
t ional  Debt Rel ie f  to 
f ind out  how to  pay 
off your debt for much 
less than you owe! Free 
quote: 844-955-4930

Don’t let the stairs limit 
your mobility! Discover 
the solution for any-
one who struggles on 
the stairs, concerned 
about a fall or wants to 

regain access to their 
entire home.  Ameri-
G l i d e  8 3 3 - 3 9 9 - 3 5 9 5

Home break-ins take 
less than 60 seconds. 
D o n ’ t  wa i t !  P r o t e c t 
your family, home, as-
sets now for as little as 
70¢/day! 833-890-1262

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in 
as little as 1-day. Lim-
i ted t ime, waving all 
installation costs! Ad-
di t ional terms apply. 
Subject to change & 
var y by dealer.  Ends 
9/30/25. 844-501-3208

Pest control:  Protect 
your home from pests 
safely.  Roaches,  Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, 
Spiders & more. Locally 
owned & affordable. For 
service or inspection 
today! 833-860-0657 
Have zip code ready!

MobileHelp America’s 
premier mobile medi-
cal alert system. Home 
or away. For safety & 
peace of mind. No long 
term contracts, free bro-
chure!  888-489-3936

Aging roof? New home-
owner ?  S torm dam-
age? You need a local 
exper t  provider  that 
proudly stands behind 
their work .  Fast , free 
e s t imate .  F inanc ing 
ava i l a b l e .  8 3 3 - 6 4 0 -
4 7 53  Have  z ip  c ode 
ready when cal l ing!

Water damage cleanup 
& restoration: A small 
amount of water can 
l ea d  to  ma j o r  da m-
age in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
do repairs to protect 
your  fami ly  & home 
va lue !  8 3 3 -887-0 11 7. 
Have zip code ready!

P r o f e s s i o n a l  l a w n 

service: Fer tilization, 
weed control, seeding, 
aerat ion & mosqui to 
control. Free quote. Ask 
about first application 
special! 833-860-0811

DIRECTV Stream - Car-
ries the most local MLB 
g a m e s !  C h o i c e  P k g 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos 
Stream on 20 devic -
es. HBO Max included 
for  3  mos w/Choice 

Pa c k a g e  o r  h i g h e r. 
No contract or hidden 
fees! Restrictions ap-
ply. IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance from 
P h y s i c i a n s  M u t u a l 
Insurance Company. 
400+ procedures. Real 
d e n t a l  i n s u r a n c e  - 
not  a discount plan. 
Free info kit! 855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
l u s . c o m / a d s  # 6 2 5 8

Job Finder Septemper:
Housekeeper/Porter - River Garden, located in Mandarin, has a longstanding 
history of excellence in senior care. This is an exceptional opportunity for a 
people-oriented professional seeking a safe and pleasant work environment.  
Duties include maintaining the cleanliness of the facility and collecting/trans-
porting linens and trash. 
Starling operates several luxury senior living communities throughout the state 
of Florida. If you’re interested in learning more about joining our team, please visit 
www.StarlingLiving.com/careers!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon 
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the 
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates 
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofi ng Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306

“Earning an A for the first time in its history – and with more than 99% of schools attaining a grade of A, B, or C – Team 
Duval is celebrating a transformative year of academic achievement, marked by unprecedented school improvement 
across the district. At the core of this success is a clear message: Duval Delivers,” states the Mandarin Middle School 

website.

Mandarin Middle School celebrates historic A-rating achievement

Photos courtesy Mandarin Middle School

Mandarin Middle School celebrated their "A" rating with a party and cake the first day of pre-planning. Congratulations 
to all the staff, students and families at Mandarin Middle School. 
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3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary 
by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State 
Farm Indemnity Company State Farm Fire and Casualty 
Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, 
Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, 
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

GardeningGardening By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

In the heat, small steps 
make gardening rewarding 

While the August weather has been 
brutal, and it will probably continue 
into September, it’s advisable to take 
it easy. But weeds and our favorite 
plants have all been growing apace 
since summer rains began. During 
heat advisories I find it’s just bearable 
to be out early and my plants have 
benefited from some grooming here 
and there. That and a short weed-
ing session, and it’s satisfying to have 
done something useful despite the 
heat.

Major work needs to be delayed until 
autumn, so now is the ideal time to 
dream and plan. The resources we have 
available through the Uf/IFAS Florida 
Friendly landscaping program merit a 
look. The presenters are all experts in 
their fields and the information they 
share is rock solid. If you prefer to read 
to become informed, you can find 
design ideas, plant suggestions and 
articles on a host of other topics.

I’ve long been aware of color variations 
in flowers like blanket flower (Gail-
lardia sp.), and it’s been brought into 
focus now that my delightful, dotted 
horsemint (Monarda punctata) plants 
are blooming.

My Shumard oak (Quercus shumar-
dii) had some unusual twig dieback 
recently. Concerned that it could 
be serious, I contacted our Uf/IFAS 
Florida Extension specialist, Larry 

Figart, for advice. He immediately 
knew the likely cause, as this year the 
problem has been more prevalent than 
usual, and I was able to determine that 
the culprit is indeed a small black twig 
boring beetle. It lays its eggs inside 
small twigs and stems, boring a tiny 
hole on the underside of a twig, which 
is visible with a good hand lens. If you 
have any affected plants, prune back to 
healthy wood or stems and destroy the 
infected material.

I’m often made aware of my ignorance 
— discovering there are small beetles 
in my oak tree being one instance. It 
can be a challenge trying to under-
stand the natural world, but finding 
something new is very rewarding.

Photos curtesy Lesley Arrandale

Dotted horsemint (Monarda punctata) in bloom shows off 
its distinctive color variations.

By Marilyn Painter
mail@floridanewsline.com

Act II Players, Mandarin's 
Community Theatre, celebrated 
a successful July production 
of "Bright Star: The Musical" 
and announced its upcoming 
October performance of Noel 
Coward's "Blithe Spirit."

The Tony-nominated "Bright 
Star," featuring music, book and 
story by Steve Martin and Edie 
Brickell, took audiences on a 
journey of love, resilience and 
redemption set in the Ameri-
can South during the 1920s 
and 1940s. The heartwarming 
musical weaves together two 
timelines to tell a deeply moving 
story inspired by true events, 
featuring a soulful, bluegrass-
inspired score.

The production was directed by Jackson-
ville native Juliet Fixel, a New York City 
choreographer and director who owns 
JFix Productions and Choreography, 
along with Ava Fixel, artistic director 
of Act II Players, and Ellen Milligan, 
musical director. Juliet Fixel also cho-
reographed the show, and the local cast 
was joined by a performer from the New 
York area on summer hiatus.

"Act II Players is overflowing with 
gratitude for everyone who made our 
production of 'Bright Star' such a beau-
tiful success," said the theater group. 
"Whether on stage or behind the scenes, 
your support brought this story to life in 
the most magical way."

The theater's next production will be 
"Blithe Spirit," Coward's 1940s hit 
comedic play about skeptical novelist 
Charles Condomine who invites self-

proclaimed medium Madame Arcati 
to his home for a séance. When the 
psychic accidentally summons the spirit 
of Condomine's late wife, Elvira, his 
home and life quickly turn into chaos as 
the ghost torments both himself and his 
new bride, Ruth. The production will be 
directed by Ava Fixel.

"Blithe Spirit" will be performed the 
first weekend of October with four 
shows: Friday, Oct. 3, at 7:30 p.m.; Sat-
urday, Oct. 4, at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; 
and Sunday, Oct. 5, at 2 p.m.

All performances will be held in Act II 
Players' Black Box Theatre, located at 
3604 Cardinal Point Drive, Jackson-
ville. Ticket prices are $20 for general 
admission, $15 for seniors 60 and older, 
and $15 for students, plus sales tax and 
processing fees. For more information, 
visit actiiplayers.org.

Community theater sets October 
performances

Photos courtesy Mandarin Community Theatre
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Limitless Opportunities
Opportunity is more than access—it’s skillfully guided growth. 

Our faculty and staff are masters of creating a culture where students 

thrive and achieve excellence. Here, opportunity lives in every corner: 

in classrooms, on stages, in labs, on fields and in studios. Students are 

immersed in academics, the fine arts, athletics and activities that expand 

their opportunities today, so more things are possible tomorrow.

Bolles.org 

Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School


