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BFF Best Furry Friend

Ponte Vedra NewsLine
seeks local stories in
honor of Breast Cancer
Awareness Month

Florida NewsLine Staff
editor@floridanewsline.com

This October, the

Ponte Vedra News-

Line is proud to

spotlight the strength

and resilience of

breast cancer warriors

and survivors — and

to honor the memory of those
we've lost.

We invite you to share your story
or the story of a loved one. Your
journey can inspire, uplift and
remind others that they are not
alone.

Email us at editor@floridanews-
line.com by Sunday, Sept. 22 for a
chance to be featured.

Ponte Vedra NewsLine
seeks local stories to
honor veterans

Florida NewsLine Staff
editor@floridanewsline.com

The Ponte Vedra NewsLine is honor-
ing Veterans Day (Nov. 11), and

we want to highlight the service,
sacrifice and stories of our military
veterans right here in our commu-

nity.
We're looking for:

Local veteran trailblazers — busi-
ness owners, community leaders,
or anyone making a difference after
their service.

Multigenerational military families
keeping traditions of service alive.

Stories from veterans who made
St. Johns County home after their

service.

Veterans involved in local organiza-
tions, volunteer work, or mentoring.

Young veterans and their families
sharing what service means to them.

Know a veteran we should spotlight?
Want to share your own story?

Email us at editor@floridanewsline.
com by Monday, Oct. 27 for a
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Y-M-C-Awesome

Brown Family YMCA renovation now underway

By Maggie FitzRoy
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Brown Family YMCA in Ponte
Vedra Beach opened in 1999. Now, in
time for its 25th anniversary, a $4.1
million renovation of the community
cornerstone at 170 Landrum Lane has
begun.

Renovations, which began July 28,
are planned throughout the entire
facility. They will include an updated
KidZone, a revamped wellness space,
revamped locker rooms, a refreshed
Welcome Center, automatic doors

at the front entrance, new paint

and flooring, a new cycling studio
and new cycling bikes, a brand-new
recovery room, updated bathrooms,
resurfaced pool deck, new wellness
equipment, upgraded audio-visual/
sound systems, and an Airnasium.

“An Airnasium is a gym with no
walls,” Executive Director Cara Roach
said. The large outdoor multifunc-
tional space will have a ceiling, fans,
and turf, and will be located between

the pool and the rear of the building.
Basketball, pickleball, dancing, fitness
classes, summer camp activities and
more will be able to be held there.
“Right now, we have 700 kids who
play basketball here and this will pro-

vide additional space,” Roach said.

Throughout, “we are updating all the
lighting, furniture, and technology
— especially for the Wellness Cen-
ter, where we are adding an eGym,”
she said. In the eGym, members will

Photo courtesy Brown Family YMCA
Artist rendering of the front of the Brown Family YMCA.

get a wrist band calibrated to their
individual fitness goals and “the wrist
band will remember your settings on
a machine and automatically adjust
to them for you.” The wrist band
will be included in members’ YMCA
membership. Additional changes will
include upgraded weight machines,
free weights, and cardio free-motion

treadmills that will mimic going up

YMCA cont. on pg. 2

Hallowes Cove Hurricanes make landfall

New K-8 school in Rivertown begins inaugural year with full elective offerings

Tracy McCormick-Dishman
editor@floridanewsline.com

Hallowes Cove Academy opened its
doors this month as St. John’s County’s
newest school, serving kindergarten
through seventh grade students in the
Rivertown community. The school will
add eighth grade next year to become a
full K-8 academy.

The decision to start without eighth
grade allows current eighth graders from
feeder schools to finish their final year at

their home schools, said Lauren O’Shell,
an instructional coach at the school.

“The eighth graders that we're getting
come from Swiss Point, Freedom Cross-
ing, and Cunningham Creek, and it’s so
that the eighth graders can finish their
year at the school that they had been
at,” O’Shell said. “Were not going to
move them before they're graduating.”

The school draws teachers from those

Hallowes cont. on pg. 5

Photos courtesy Hallowes Cove Academy
The gymnasium at Hallowes Cove Academy in Rivertown.

Are you suffering from
Parkinson’s Disease or
Essential Tremor?

See inside for information on
our FREE, IN-PERSON events!
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holo courtesy Brown Family YMCA
An artist rendering of the planned Airnasium at the Brown Family YMCA.

YMCA cont. on pg. 2

and down hills.

The new Recovery Room will feature
four two-person red light saunas.

A CryoLounge Recovery Chair will
provide cold and heat treatments

for post-workout treatment of sore

body heated massages for wellness and
muscle recovery.

Roach said fundraising for the renova-
tions began in 2021 and by the time
construction began at the end of July

all but $73,000 had been raised. She

credits the generosity of the commu-

muscles and minor aches. And a

HydroMassage Chair will offer full

nity, the strong efforts of the capital
campaign committee volunteers, and

Your carefree oasis of |uxury awaits!

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and
comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you’re sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

major donors.

Top donors include the Brown Fam-

ily, Steve and Laurie Austin, the New-

man Family, the Chartrand family,
the Horschel family, and the Furyk
family.

During renovations, slated to be
finished by January 2026, the YMCA

will remain open for members, who

will be able to track progress on the

website at www.fcymca.org.

“Classes will be moved as needed but
for the most part we will be running
classes close to our original schedule,”
Roach said. Members will also be able
to use other First Coast YMCA loca-

tions.

Photo by Maggie FitzRoy
Space has been cleared for the new Brown Family YMCA Airnasium.
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ASSISTED LIVING
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ALF#12887
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ALF#13109
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AT SAN JOSE

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-337-6350
ALF#12887

WELLNESS - ENGAGEMENT - CULINARY « SERVICE

Call today to learn about current specials!
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Best Furry Friend
of the month

Meet Teddil

Supermutt (Australian Cattle Dog, Lab,
Beagle, and more)

Splashing at the beach
Dried sweet potato
Her human brothers

We named her Teddi because she’s a
snuggly teddy bear.

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions
above before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw
the BFF contest in Ponte Vedra NewsLine. Your pet could be our BFF
of the month and appear in Ponte Vedra NewsLine!

Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

Ponte Vedra NewsLine ® The CreekLine ® Mandarin NewsLine

4 Community Calendar

6 Q&A with Brandon Patty

by its advertisers Nor does Florida NewsLine endorse any

of the products or services included in this publication.

Florida NewsLine reserves the right to refuse advertisement

or copy from any advertiser. All rights are reserved and no

portion of this publication may be copied without the express
written consent of the publisher, ©2025.

When you advertise, you encourage
repeat business, create traffic, and

attract new customers!

Call today
to reserve your space!
(904) 886-4919

www.FloridaNewsLine.com
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Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

AFFORDABLE ATI:R

Call today 904-262-0197 for your

Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

JEEHEUHUILLE

olden Needle Sponsor:

"-.

License #W-32

7 3760KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com [

Shop for holiday gifts /

Prime Osborn Center,1000 Water Street, Jacksonville

400+ judged quilts/prizes/boutique/50 vendor
https://Quiltfestlax.com for more informatior
Facebook @quiltfestjax.com Instagram @jaxquiltfest
Free parking/ Tickets—see wek

Support local charities/ Learn to sew, even the kids!
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To submit items for the
Community Calendar,
email editor@floridanewsline.com.

Sept. 8

Voter Registration Drive

Voter Registration Drive will be held Monday,
Sept. 8, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Ponte
Vedra Beach Branch Library, 101 Library Blvd.
Representatives from the St. Johns County
Supervisor of Elections will be on site to
register voters, update addresses and answer
questions.

Sept.9

Fall Kick-0ff Luncheon

Bartram Trail Newcomers and Women's Club
will hold its fall kick-off luncheon Monday,
Sept. 9, at 11 a.m. at St. John's Golf and Country
Club in St. Augustine. The barbecue buffet
costs $32. Membership is open to all women.
For information, contact the club.

Sept. 18-21

“Frozen, Jr.’

The Rising Stars of the Creative Academy at
Christ Episcopal Church will present “Frozen,
Jr! Thursday through Sunday, Sept. 18-21, at
Christ Episcopal Church, 400 San Juan Drive,
Ponte Vedra Beach. Show times are Thurs-
day and Friday at 7 p.m,, Saturday at 3 and 7
p.m, and Sunday at 3 p.m. Saturday’s 3 p.m.
performance is a sing-along with costumes
encouraged. Tickets are $15 and available at
the door.

Sept. 20
Morning Motor Social
Morning Motor Social will be held from 8:30

to 11:30 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 20, at Park Place at
Nocatee, 100 Palmetto Park Place, Ponte Vedra.

The event is free for spectators and partici-
pants. All makes and models welcome.

Sept. 20

Nocatee Farmers Market

Nocatee Farmers Market will be held from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 20, at Nocatee
Station Field, 400 Nocatee Center Way, Ponte
Vedra. The market features fresh produce,
crafts and local goods. Visit www.facebook.
com/NocateeLiving.

Sept. 20

Art with Kasha: 0il Pastels

Art with Kasha: Qil Pastels will be held Friday,
Sept. 20, with two sessions, 10 a.m. to noon
and 2to 4 p.m,, at the Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library, 101 Library Blvd. Artist Kasha
Fahy will teach basic oil pastel techniques. All
supplies provided. Call (904) 827-6950 to RSVP.

Sept. 23

Game Day with Gia

Game Day with Gia will be held Tuesday, Sept.
23, from 11 a.m. to noon at COA's THE PLAYERS
Community Senior Center, 175 Landrum Lane,
Ponte Vedra Beach. Gia D'Anna, marketing
specialist for Millennium Physician Group, will
provide information about the practice and
lead games. Call (904) 209-3659.

Sept. 2

Reel Reads: Books to Film

Reel Reads: Books to Film will be held Mon-
day, Sept. 23, from 2 to 4:30 p.m. at the Ponte
Vedra Beach Branch Library, 101 Library Blvd.
The program features a movie adapted from a
book. Free and open to the public.

Sept. 25

Free Blood Pressure Check

Free Blood Pressure Check with Diane DeCarlo
will be held Thursday, Sept. 25, from10to 11
a.m. at COA's THE PLAYERS Community Senior
Center, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte Vedra Beach.
Call (904) 209-3659.

|RontelVedra

Sept. 25

St. Johns County Legal Aid presentation
St. Johns County Legal Aid presentation
“Spouse in Nursing Home? Do You Have to Go
Broke?" will be held Thursday, Sept. 25, from 11
a.m. to noon at COA's THE PLAYERS Community
Senior Center, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte Vedra
Beach. Megan Wall, managing attorney for St.
Johns County Legal Aid, will present. Call (904)
209-3659.

Sept. 27

Ponte Vedra Writers Group

Ponte Vedra Writers Group will meet Saturday,
Sept. 27 from 11 am. to 12:30 p.m. at the Ponte
Vedra Beach Branch Library, 101 Library Blvd.
Award-winning author Eric “Doc” Honour

will present “Navigating KDP" a workshop on
publishing through Amazon's Kindle Direct
Publishing platform. Free and open to the
public.

Sept. 29

Game Night!

Game Night will be held Monday, Sept. 29,
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library, 101 Library Blvd. The event
will feature board games, cards, puzzles and
LEGOs. Families welcome; children must be
supervised. Call (904) 827-6950 to RSVP.

Sept. 30

Medicare 101

Medicare 101 will be held Tuesday, Sept. 30,
from 11 a.m. to noon at COA's THE PLAYERS
Community Senior Center, 175 Landrum Lane,
Ponte Vedra Beach. Independent insurance
agent Christopher Hoff will answer Medicare
questions. Call (904) 209-3659.

Sept. 30

Women's Singing Circle

Women's Singing Circle will be held Monday,
Sept. 30, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the Ponte Ve-

dra Beach Branch Library, 101 Library Blvd. Led
by former music teacher Ms. Jane, participants
will learn rounds, partner songs and chants by
ear. No music-reading ability required. Ages 16
and up. RSVP at (904) 827-6950.

Oct.7

Vicar's Landing Boutique Sale

The Vicar's Landing Boutique Sale will be held
Tuesday, Oct. 7 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 1000
Vicar's Landing Way. Shoppers can browse
Halloween, fall and holiday items, art (framed
art), jewelry (14K gold, sterling silver, costume
and designer pieces), knick-knacks ($1items)
and The Cottage (antiques and household
furnishings). All proceeds benefit the Vicar's
Landing Employee Scholarship Fund. Cash

or checks only. Call Beverly Webb at (904)
315-2610.

Oct.10

First Coast Opera Fanfare!

First Coast Opera Fanfare! will be held Friday,
0Oct. 10, from 6 to 9 p.m. at Celebration Hall

at St. Anastasia, 5205 A1A S, St. Augustine,
This fundraiser event hosted by General &
Artistic Director Curtis Tucker features musical
selections from “Carmen,’ “The Mikado” and
more performed by University of Florida Opera
Department members, plus a multi-course
catered dinner. Tickets are $50-$150. Visit
wwwiirstcoastopera.com/fanfare or call (904)
417-5555.

Oct.10-11

Fall Plant Sale

St. Johns County Master Gardener Fall Plant
Sale will be held Friday and Saturday, Oct. 10-11,
from 9 am.to 2 p.m. at the St. Johns County
Extension Office, 3125 Agricultural Center Drive,
St. Augustine. The sale will feature landscape
plants, houseplants and vegetable seedlings.
Tours of the demonstration gardens will be
offered. Visit sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/stjohns/.

THE TAILORED CLOSET

" ot J PREMIERGARAGE

MUDROOM/ENTRY WAY

LAUNDRY

HOME OFFICE

\VICEDC A LV
W ._-|:*~ AT

With over 13,000 Installations since 2005

Request a FREE Consultation (904) 645-0885

www.tailoredcloset.com

*CUSTOM CLOSETS °*GARAGE CABINETS <FLOOR COATINGS

www.premiergarage.com
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three feeder schools as
well as educators from
across the district and out
of state. Throughout the
summer, new staff par-
ticipated in team-building
events before the building
became available in July.

Despite being new, Hal-
lowes Cove offers a full
range of middle school
electives including art,
band, Spanish, yearbook,
musical theater, and digi-
tal tools classes.

“All of those are electives
that we have in middle
school, which is pretty
rare for a brand new
school to have enough
teachers and students to

kind of make that mix,”
O’Shell said.

The school mascot is the
Hurricanes, and the acad-

emy developed mission and vision
statements during summer planning
sessions.

Community rallies around new school

Principal Jessley Hathaway, who came
from Osceola Elementary, began meet-
ing with community members in May
to establish a Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion. The PTO has already demonstrat-
ed remarkable support.

During pre-planning week, PTO
members and community volunteers
assembled and delivered more than 100
cube organizers to classrooms, ensur-
ing every student has their own cubby
space. Volunteers responded within two
days of the request being posted.

“They had enough volunteers of just
random community members to come
and do that,” O’Shell said. “The PTO
has already had lunches and breakfast
for the staff.”

The community support extends to local

Principal Jessley Hathaway stands with his kindergarten son, Benjamin, at

Hallowes Cove Academy.

businesses, with the school’s spirit wear
company operating within the River-
town area.

“Even our spirit wear company is a
company within the community, which
is cool because it’s just kind of like the
community is giving back,” O’Shell

said.

Principal Hathaway expressed his en-
thusiasm for leading the new school and
serving the Rivertown community.

“This is an amazing community. They've
been supportive the whole time. I'm
blessed to have this opportunity to lead
this school and serve this population,”
Hathaway said. “Welcome to Hallowes
Cove. Go Hurricanes!”

The school serves families in the River-
town development and surrounding
area. As the academy grows to include
eighth grade next year, it will provide a
complete K-8 educational experience for
local families who chose the area partly
because of the planned school.

Hallowes Cove Academy welcomes students on the first day of school.
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Q: What is up next for the elections
office?

A: We have just passed the one-year
mark to the 2026 primary election,
scheduled for Aug. 18, 2026, and the
elections office is already hard at work
preparing. As you know, we conducted
list maintenance activities this summer
to maintain our voter rolls, and we are
now embarking on our next task that
requires voter participation. Some vot-
ers will begin receiving letters from our
office in September.

Q: Why is the elections office mailing

letters to certain voters in September?

A: Letters will be sent to voters whose
signatures have not been updated in a
significant number of years.

Q: Why does my signature need to be
up to date?

A: Over time, handwriting can change
due to age, health, or writing hab-

its. Keeping your signature current

is imperative for identification and
verification, used by the elections office
to validate vote-by-mail ballots, candi-
date and initiative petitions, and other
important election documents.

Q: What will be included in the sig-

nature update letter?

A: Voters who receive a letter will also
find enclosed a voter registration ap-
plication and a postage-paid return

Q&A with St. Johns County Supervisor
of Elections Vicky Oakes

envelope to return the completed form
to our office. To update your signature,
you must complete the required, black-
shaded boxes on the form. Voters can
also use this form to update their name,
address, party affiliation, or request a
replacement voter information card, if

needed.

Q: What if I don’t get a signature
update letter?

A: If you do not receive a letter, there is
no need for concern. This means you've
updated your signature within the past
few years, and no action is required.

Q: How can I get election reminders
and updates from the Supervisor of
FElections office?

A: To stay informed, I encourage St.
Johns County voters to subscribe to
TextMyGov alerts by texting “VOTES-
JC” to 91896. To ask a question, text
“HI” to 904-439-4555. This service is
used responsibly by our office for infor-
mative purposes; subscribers will never
be spammed.

The elections office shares information
weekly on social media — using ac-
counts on Facebook, X, Instagram, and
LinkedIn. Interested St. Johns County
citizens can follow along on any of these
platforms, or subscribe to our monthly
newsletter through our website, for infor-
mative, educational posts and articles as

well as registration and voting reminders.

FREE In-Person

Boston,.
Scientific

Advancing science for life™

Educational Seminar
on Deep Brain
Stimulation (DBS)

Learn about an FDA-approved procedure covered
by Medicare and most insurance plans.

What You'll Learn

« What can DBS help with?
* Are you a candidate for DBS?
« The DBS patient journey
* How to choose the right

DBS device

September 17,2025] 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

The Link -The Lobby
425 Town Plaza Ave,
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32081

E Ty
AT
Register E:'.* L'-'-.

September 26, 2025 | 11:30AM - 12:30PM

Orange Park Lion's Club
423 Mclintosh Ave
Orange Park, FL 32073

Register E r*:jf.l:

After registering, you'll receive a confirmation email. We hope to see you there!

** please see attached previous ad as a guide line
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Q. Your office just released the fifth
edition of “Tracking Your Tax Dol-
lars: A Guide to St. Johns County’s
Finances.” What is the purpose of this
guide?

A. “Tracking Your Tax Dollars” is our
Popular Annual Financial Report, or
PAFR. The guide gives residents a
clear picture of how their tax dollars
were collected, spent and invested
over the past year. It’s a refined ver-
sion of our Annual Comprehensive
Financial Report and is designed to
help you understand where county
funds go and how they support our

Q&A with St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit
Court and County Comptroller Brandon J. Patty

community.

Q. What kind of information does
the PAFR include?

A. The PAFR includes financial high-
lights from fiscal year 2024, including
county revenues and expenditures,

the budget process and a breakdown
of how the county uses the money to
provide necessary services to residents.
A snapshot of the county’s invest-
ments, reserves and financial health is
also included.

Q. Does the PAFR offer any other

“Before moving here, I had to

weather several storms. I was

alone and I was afraid. But here,

I was not afraid. Feeling safe and

secure made all the difference

during the storm.”

\ Delores, Resident at
Westminster St. Augustine

well-being

« And more!

DISCOVER A SECURE PLAN
FOR YOUR FUTURE AT
WESTMINSTER ST. AUGUSTINE

You'll love the maintenance-free lifestyle, ideal location
at World Golf Village and peace of mind of a secure
plan for the future. Our Life Plan Community offers:

« Formal and casual dining venues

« Resident privileges on world class King & Bear
and Slammer & Squire golf courses

« Exclusive MyWLife program for whole-person

« A full continuum of supportive aging services,
should your needs change

Call (904) 569-7871 today

to learn more!

7 .
Westminster
St. Augustine

Live Well.. Be %“ﬁ%

235 Towerview Drive, St. Augustine, FL
Independent Living | Assisted Living | Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Memory Care

et o

information that might be of inter-
est to residents?

A. In addition to financial highlights,
the PAFR includes economic indica-
tors and community trends, including
updates on demographics, housing,
population and community growth.
The report also highlights the coun-
ty’s strategic investment in commu-
nity services.

Q. Where can residents access the
PAFR?

A. The PAFR is available to view
online at stjohnsclerk.com/pafr.
Printed copies can be requested at the
St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit
Court and County Comptroller’s Of-
fice at the Richard O. Watson Judicial
Center, 4010 Lewis Speedway, St.
Augustine.

For a more comprehensive look into
the county’s financial reports, the
full Annual Comprehensive Financial
Report can also be accessed online at
stjohnsclerk.com/acfr.

Q. What is the best way for people

to contact your office with ques-
tions?

A. For questions about the Popular
Annual Financial Report, or any of
the services we offer, residents can
contact our Customer Care Call
Center Monday through Friday, from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., at (904) 819-3600,
and by email at clerk@stjohnsclerk.
com. I can also be reached directly on
my cell at (904) 599-8688 or by email
at BPatty@stjohnsclerk.com.

DAR members tour historic St. Augustine museum

By Viky Divertie

The Ponte Vedra Chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution recently
had a private tour of the Lightner Mu-
seum, followed by lunch in the museum
cafe. The excursion was a social outing
where members had the opportunity to
explore some local history.

The Lightner Museum was formerly the
Hotel Alcazar in St. Augustine, built by
Standard Oil executive Henry Flagler in
1888. It flourished as a hotel during the
Gilded Age of the 1870s-1890s. After
the 1929 stock market crash, north-
erners stopped taking the train to St.
Augustine to vacation and the hotel was
left unoccupied until Chicago publisher,
collector and professional hobbyist Otto
Lightner bought it in 1948 and founded
the museum. The museum has collec-
tions of Gilded Age furniture, eclectic
collections and rotating exhibits. Mem-
bers were particularly fascinated by the
historical bicycle collection.

DAR is a nonpolitical genealogical
women’s service organization whose pur-
pose is to promote historic preservation,
education and patriotism. In the past
few years, the Ponte Vedra chapter orga-
nized a Valentine’s Day celebration for
military dependents, assisted with read-
ing in local schools, provided benches
for the Jacksonville National Cemetery,
hosted a celebration to honor both
Revolutionary War veterans and Viet-
nam veterans, volunteered at Canines
for Warriors, and helped staft a traveling
Revolutionary War exhibit.

This field trip was one of their social
activities, which include monthly happy
hour meetings, monthly lunch meet-
ings with speakers and a book club. The
chapter will resume monthly meetings
on Sept. 9 but will meet the first Tues-
day for the rest of the year. For more
information, visit DAR.org or contact
regent@darpontevedra.org.

Photo courtesy Ponte Vedra Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution
Members of the Ponte Vedra Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution pose during their recent visit to the
Lightner Museum in St. Augustine.



A Canadian citizen from South
Korea, Hannah Kim Smith
moved to Canada at age six,
and to the Beaches area in
2013 with her parents.
In 2015 they became
members of the Ponte
Vedra Inn & Club,
where she has made
many friends.

Now living in Palm
Valley with her
husband, Mike,
Hannah is an avid
mahjong player at
PVIC and an ac-
tive member of the
club’s book club,
where she first met

Mike.

She is also an enthu-
siastic member of the
Pickleball Club at the
Brown Family YMCA in
Ponte Vedra Beach, where
she also plays mahjong. Hannah
says she enjoys mahjong, a group
game played with tiles, and pickleball,
a paddle sport much like tennis, be-
cause they are both highly social and
she loves people and bringing people
together.

Q: What first brought you to the

Beaches?

O i 2 a5

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Tracy
Dishman at
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

As Ponte Vedra Beach transitions
from summer to fall, September
brings average daytime highs of 85
degrees and lows of 77 degrees with
late afternoon showers continuing.
Hurricane season remains active.

September is ideal for adding new
plants to the garden, transplanting
existing ones that need better place-
ment, dividing others that have grown
too large such as society garlic and
agapanthus, and general cleanup from
the hot summer. Fall color annuals

can be added if available.

The triple-digit temperatures are
largely over, and winter is still months

e

A: My sister, Dr. Betty Kim, was a
neurosurgeon at Mayo Clinic. It was
her first job, and she invited me and
my parents to live with her in Jack-
sonville Beach.

Q: When did you join the PVIC
book club?

A:In 2015. It was small then, six
older ladies and me. I was young and

away. January is typically the cold-
est month. This gives plants time to
become established without summer
heat stress or winter cold shock.

When selecting plants for your
landscape, one of the most important
considerations is the plant’s hardiness
zone. The Department of Agriculture
has designated four zones in Florida:
8,9, 10 and 11. Ponte Vedra is in
Zone 9b, with average lowest tem-
peratures of 25 to 30 degrees.

The USDA hardiness zones are based
on average lowest temperatures, help-
ing you choose plants that can survive
winter. Use the zones as a guide for

the only visible minority.

Q: How did you happen to meet
your husband at the club?

A: He'd been a member of
PVIC since the 1980s but
had never had the time
to come to the book
club until 2015. The
first time he came is
when he met me. I
am grateful to PVIC
for giving us the
opportunity to meet.
I think of it as a
matchmaking place.

Q: What type of
books do you like to
read?

A: 1 like New York
' Times bestsellers but

thanks to book club I

have read many books

I never would have read,
which is great. I send out
a book club newsletter once
a month to draw members

together in other ways, invit-
ing them to meet up at other PVIC
events.

Q: Has the book club grown since
you joined?

A: Yes, we now have 61 members.
Many in their 50s, 60s, and 70s. I
love that.

Q: How and when did you start
playing mahjong?

A: My sister introduced me to it.
I had never played games. I hated
games. Thanks to my friend Lucille

selecting plants best suited for the
area.

However, many other factors affect a
plant’s ability to survive and thrive,
including long hot summers, high
humidity, soil composition and drain-
age. Use the USDA plant zone as a
guide, but also consult the IFAS/UF
Florida-Friendly Plant Guide app for
other considerations. Visit gardening-
solutions.ifas.ufl.edu for science-based
information.

Spanish moss does not kill trees.
Spanish moss is not a parasite but an
epiphytic plant that grows on another
plant without using the host plant
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By Maggie FitzRoy
mail@floridanewsline.com

Swinarton, I learned to play well, both
the American and Chinese versions.
And thanks to Ashley Feil, director
of the PVIC Member Experience, we
play mahjong every week now at the
club. It’s social because it’s tradition-
ally played in groups of four. It’s good
for you because it strengthens mem-
ory, strategic thinking, and hand-eye
coordination. It also teaches you how
to manage risk and adapt to changing

circumstances.

Q: What do you like about pickle-
ball?

A: Like mahjong, it has the same
mental and social benefits. It’s usually
played in doubles, so it fosters social
interaction and camaraderie among
players. It’s also a great way for seniors
to connect with others and build

friendships.

Q: How and when did you start
playing pickleball?

A: T had never been involved in
sports. My husband played tennis at
PVIC, so I got involved with pick-
leball when it began at the Y. Claire
Dickson, the pickleball coordinator
there, is a great organizer. 'm a begin-
ner/intermediate player and she has
introduced me to many people at my
skill level. I never identified myself as
a sports person, but the sport gives me
confidence. When I win, I feel great.
Learning new skills, I feel like I've

achieved something.

The Good Earth: September
brings ideal planting weather

By Connie Doyle
Florida Master Gardener UF/IFAS

for nutrients. Epiphytes, sometimes
known as “air plants,” get all their
nutrients from air and rainwater.
Spanish moss is neither Spanish nor

a moss; it is a bromeliad. It does not
exist in Spain but is native to Central
and South America and the southeast-
ern United States.

The caladium is a tuber that can be
planted from March to September.
They are fast-growing and prefer
shade and partial shade, with some
new cultivars able to take more sun.
As cooler weather approaches, the
leaves will die back and re-emerge in

spring.
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

6 [7 8 9 [0 [11 |12
14 5 CLUES ACROSS
18 1. Fairly large
6. Barrels per day (abbr.)
2 9. Cover the entirety of
13. Leafy appetizer
14. Showy ornament

15. Norse personification of old age
16. Athletes

17. Closes tightly
18. Attack via hurling items

19. Where the reserves stand

21. Sword
22. Begat

23. Damage another’s reputation
24. Northeast

60

25. Turf

28. For each
29. Hours (Spanish)

62 31. Western state

39. Free from drink or drugs

41. Tunnels

44. Mature

45. More dried-up

46. News organization

48. Steal something

49. Forms one’s public persona
(abbr.)

51. Female fish eggs

52. Small petrel of southern seas

54. Edible starches

56. Historical

60. In a place to sleep

61. Horse grooms

62. Off-Broadway theater award

63. Chinese dynasty

64. Resembling a wing

65. Small projection on a bird’s wing

CLUES DOWN

1. Vipers
2. Ancient city in Syria
3. Slog
4. Emits coherent radiation
5. “Pollock” actor Harris
6. Bleated
7. Monetary units of Afghanistan
8. Tooth doctor
9. One who takes apart
10. Commoner
11. Beat poet Ginsberg
12. Cave deposit material
14. Home energy backup
17. Begets
20. Face part
21. Frocks
23. Hill or rocky peak
25. Giving the impression of

27. Male parents

29. Popular grilled food

30. Vaccine developer

32. Not conforming

34. Polite address for women
35.1970 U.S. environmental law
37. Astronomical period of 18 years
40. One who fights the government
42. Center for Excellence in Education
43. Watches discreetly

47. An electrically charged atom
49. Hymn

50. Arabic given name

52. Popular pie nut

53. City in Zambia

55. Species of cherry

56. John _, British writer

57. Be next to

53 4 65 33. One who offers help 66. Of the Isle gf Man dishonesty 58. Make angry
36. Flanks 67. Derived unit of force (abbr.) 26. About ear 59. Give birth to a lamb or kid
66 67 68 38. A woolen cap of Scottish origin 68. Plate for Eucharist

=
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ON THE TRAIL WORD
WORDS

ALTITUDE SICKNESS
BACKPACKING
BASE CAMP
BLAZE
CAIRN
DAYPACK
ELEVATION
FILTER
GAITERS
HEADLAMP
HIKE
LEAVE NO TRACE
LOOP
POLES
REGISTER
REST
SCRAMBLING
SECTION
SWITCHBACK
TENT
TRAILHEAD
TRAIL MIX
TREKKING
WILDLIFE

MOrENWTTNOWLIXOZHTI—S=2mMH
IrNCOoOH-SAZZ0H-NODmMmWXX<TC
MXXUVNIITXNAP>PU<X<PUOUONI=EZ=2OHE
TOA<SUVUTMIMPOCFPDPEUTNII>MFEO
WrEPrPM=r- XNP»=-P>PN<CNVOH
rou-HTMZCcCxumrovcm>=wnro
OXTUWMMU XA AXMUXIrI=Er-H<I=EHIr
oCNrZmX-I0o0VNI>PETWrCFrHZo=mMm
THUAMmMA<—AHTIMXTHNZN0<0ND>
AHMNUVOIXOIUNCSMrH=ZICXXIXC<
S =EN-<Z2rovH>»>mMr<=Z2o0NXoum
EUVr<oHCTZ2<HUOUWNrRCcwmwxWn=2
- =S EZE0O0VXXHHOXNINS<IrCUOHHMZ WO
A<V rmoorHrmoI-<—-X>»0X-
MZUYU=2<>r041HXOOMHOXI WX
A=EZ2Z2rrHAHuv<m>»=E0OIH>»>»—-0O<->
AV OXDAXRXRARARAIAI IS XAXNE<OLOLODDTDOrrromn
HIZIZ2HOON<OMIX<WNO-NXX>»XmMm
Z-HoOX<>»O<X<rTMTH<IFITMN>IHO
OUPP<L<=ZTWOXXNM-uULIMIXIX—-TVTI<ITW®

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

Community Marketplace
Call to advertise (904) 886-4919

Mandarin United
Methodist Church

11270 San Jose Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32223
(From I-295 go south on San Jose Blvd. 1/2 mile on right)

ol The Tankless Bros

I TI11]

United Methodist Women'’s
35th Annual Fall Craft Festival
Saturday, October 4, 2025

8:30 am - 3:30 pm

All Hand Crafted Items: 125 crafters, clothing, jewelry,
concessions, seasonal gifts, baked goods, children’s shop,
country store and more!

All proceeds support UMW Mission Projects
Sorry, No Pets Allowed.

TANKLESS WATER HEATER FLUSHES

Local - Insured - Upfront Pricing
Only 1 Service Offered = No Upcharges or Sales Pitches

904-792-3487 | www.tanklessbros.com

4 ROOF CLEANING
4 POOL ENCLOSURES
4 DOCKS & WALKWAY

--"f""!-._:'EF',":',‘-"‘-r CALL US ToDAY: 904-622-3000

- www.powwashjax.com

4 EXTERIOR CLEANING
4 EXTERIOR PAINTING & RESTORATION
4 HOT WASH & SOFT WASH

. We offer
Fictitious Name Advertisement

Call Linda 904-607-5062




Donate Your Car
to Veterans To-
day! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible.
Call 800-245-0398

0ld guitars wanted!
Gibson, Fender, Mar-
tin, Etc. 1930's to
1980's. Top dollar paid.
Call 866-433-8277

Reach millions of
homes nationwide
with one easy, af-
fordable buy in the
ADS Network! For
more information
www.community-
publishers.com/cat-
egory/all-products

SunSetter. America's
#1 awning! Instant
shade at the touch
of a button. Trans-
form your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty.
Call now and save
$350! 855-914-1148

We buy houses for
cash asis! No repairs
or fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy 3-step pro-
cess: Call, get cash
offer, get paid. Get
your fair cash offer
today. Liz Buys Hous-

es: 844-877-5833

Portable oxygen
concentrator may be
covered by Medicare!
Reclaim indepen-
dence & mobility w/
the compact design
& long-lasting bat-
tery. Inogen One free
info kit! 877-305-1535

Consumer Cellular
- same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage
as large carriers. No
long-term contract
or hidden fees, free
activation. All plans
unlimited talk & text
starting at just $20/
mo. 877-751-0866

Become a published
author. We want
to read your book!
Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since
1920. Consultation,
production, promo-
tion & distribution.
Free author’s guide
877-729-4998 or dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

No cleaning gutters
guaranteed! LeafFil-
ter - most ad-vanced
gutter protection,
backed by a no-clog
guaran-tee & lifetime
warranty. 833-610-
1936 schedule free
inspection & esti-
mate. Get 75% off

PVR 24-88145
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Job Finder Septemper:

Housekeeper/Porter - River Garden, located in Mandarin, has a longstanding
history of excellence in senior care. This is an exceptional opportunity for a
people-oriented professional seeking a safe and pleasant work environment.
Duties include maintaining the cleanliness of the facility and collecting/trans-
porting linens and trash.

Starling operates several luxury senior living communities throughout the state
of Florida. If you're interested in learning more about joining our team, please visit
www.StarlingLiving.com/careers!

install & $250 bonus
discount! Limited
time. Restrictions
apply, see rep for
warranty & details.

Replace your roof
w/the best looking
& longest lasting
material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3
styles/multiple col-
ors available. Guar-
anteed to last a life-
time! Limited time
offer up to 50% off in-
stall + additional 10%
off install military,
health & 1st respond-
ers. 833-370-1234

Inflation at 40-year
highs. Interest rates
are up. Credit cards,
medical bills, car
loans. Have $10k+ in
debt? Call National
Debt Relief to find out
how to pay off your
debt for much less
than you owe! Free
quote: 844-955-4930

Don't let the stairs

limit your mobility!
Discover the solution
foranyone who strug-
gles on the stairs,
concerned about a
fall or wants to re-
gain access to their
entire home. Ameri-
Glide 833-399-3595

Home break-ins take
less than 60 sec-
onds. Don't wait!
Protect your family,
home, assets now
for as little as 70¢/
day! 833-890-1262

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as
1-day. Limited time,
waving all installa-
tion costs! Additional
terms apply. Subject
to change & vary by
dealer. Ends 9/30/25.
844-501-3208

Pest control: Pro-
tect your home from
pests safely. Roach-
es, Bed Bugs, Rodent,

Termite, Spiders &
more. Locally owned
& affordable. For ser-
vice or inspection
today! 833-860-0657
Have zip code ready!

MobileHelp Ameri-
ca's premier mobile
medical alert system.
Home or away. For
safety & peace of
mind. No long term
contracts, free bro-
chure! 888-489-3936

Aging roof? New
homeowner? Storm
damage? You need
a local expert pro-
vider that proudly
stands behind their
work. Fast, free es-
timate. Financing
available. 833-640-
4753 Have zip code
ready when calling!

Water damage
cleanup & restora-
tion: A small amount
of water can lead
to major damage
in your home. OQur

Transform
Your Bathroom ;I[
and Change I
Your Life.

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306
fr‘wsafestep"

and installation of a walk th rwalk hower Iy Olf

*Free toilet with purchas
No cash value. Mus! tp
may apply. Offer avail hl

lﬂ at time of put

purc
sele Im rkets or \y CSLB1082165 MSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000

\b\ wh\ ppl \ t

N
€RIEHONIE.

Ene Rooflng Since 1976

I.IMITED TIME OFFER

% OFF

Installation

-

Trust the Naﬂon 's #1Roofing t:ontractor
Award-Win|

ning Roofing and Customer Sel

FREE ESTIMATE

SCHEDULE TODAY!
Call1.833.370.1234

trusted professionals
do repairs to protect
your family & home
value! 833-887-0117.
Have zip code ready!

Professional lawn
service: Fertiliza-
tion, weed control,
seeding, aeration &
mosquito control.
Free quote. Ask about
first application spe-
cial! 833-860-0811

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most local
MLB games! Choice
Pkg $89.99/mo for
12 mos Stream on 20

devic-es. HBO Max
included for 3 mos
w/Choice Package
or higher. No con-
tract or hidden fees!
Restrictions apply.
IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance
from Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Com-
pany. 400+ proce-
dures. Real dental
insurance - not a dis-
count plan. Free info
kit! 855-526-1060
www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

FROM A GREAT LEGACY A
NEW COMMUNITY RISES

With over 30 years of experience, Fleet Landing

Discover our high-caliber resort lifestyle with

mind that only a Life Plan Community can bring.

FLEET TANDING

has fine-tuned the art of retirement living in Atlantic
Beach. Now, we are adding an extraordinary new

location in Ponte Vedra — Fleet Landing at Nocatee.

countless opportunities to thrive and the peace of

Call 904.944.7636 or
visit fleetlanding.com to learn more.

WELLInspired™ Retirement Living in Atlantic Beach, FL
and coming soon to Ponte Vedra, FL

=
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My property’s just (market) value has stayed the same or decreased.
Why did my property taxes increase?

By Eddie Creamer
St. Johns County Property Appraiser

In some neighborhoods here in St. Johns
County, we're currently seeing a stabi-
lization and even a decrease in home
values. With this being the case, many
may think their property taxes will stay
the same or decrease, but instead taxes
for those properties will still likely in-
crease. This is due to Florida’s Recapture
Rule that is part of the Save Our Homes
legislation.

Save Our Homes protects Florida prop-
erty owners from seeing a rapid increase

in property values from one year to the
next due to a changing market. It allows
for a gradual change instead.

To better understand this, an explana-
tion of the key terms just market value,
assessed value and taxable value is
helpful. Just market value is a property’s
probable sale price in a competitive
market as of Jan. 1 of this year. Assessed
value is the just market value limited
by the Save Our Homes statutory caps.
The homestead property cap is 3% or
the percent change in the Consumer
Price Index (CPI), whichever is less. The
non-homestead property cap is 10%.

Taxable value is the assessed value minus
exemptions, which is used to calculate
property taxes.

Even when the just market value stays
the same or decreases, the assessed value
will still increase by the statutory caps
until the assessed value and just market
value equal. For those property owners
who have owned a homestead property
for many years, the difference between
the just market value and assessed value
could be significant. Therefore, those
property owners may never see their just
market value and assessed value equal,
but they are still seeing a tax savings

overall based on what they would be
paying without the Save Our Homes
cap.

Portability is an additional Save Our
Homes benefit that allows the accrued
difference between just market value and
assessed value to be transferred (up to
$500,000) from one homestead prop-
erty to another within three tax years.
This provides homestead property own-
ers with a substantial tax savings when
making their next home purchase.

I’'m available to answer questions or pro-
vide additional information at Eddie@
sjcpa.gov or 904-827-5500.

Panthers perfect: Nease tennls claims historic state championship

“LURIDA HIGH SCHOOL Tt
F ANTHERGIHATM RO

This spring, the Nease High School
girls tennis team had high expecta-
tions for its 2025 season, and the
Panthers delivered. Both the boys and
girls teams opened the season at the
Spruce Creek Invitational in Febru-
ary, finishing second to Lake Nona
High School, a powerhouse in Florida
High School Athletic Association
Class 4A.

The Nease girls team, led by senior
Kylie Kochis, juniors Blair Mur-

ray and Zofi Huszcza, sophomores
Nadia Filer and Rachel Alvarez, and
freshman Olivia Jepsen, finished the
regular season 16-2. The Panthers
swept the District tournament, win-
ning every singles and doubles line
over Ponte Vedra High School, then
defeated Ridgeview and Ponte Vedra
again to claim their second straight
Regional title.

As the top seed in the FHSAA Class
3A state tournament, Nease defeated
East Lake 4-0 in the quarterfinals,
Niceville 4-0 in the semifinals, and
Jensen Beach 4-1 in the finals to cap-
ture the team championship. Kochis
followed with a victory in the state
individual tournament, becoming the
first player in Northeast Florida his-
tory to win both team and individual
titles in the same year. She was later
named an All-American.

Coach Michael Kypriss, who was in-
ducted into the FHSAA Hall of Fame

<

$60 | INCLUDES SPEAKERS, 2 MEALS,
SNACKS & 8:30 AM BREAKFAST
OPEN TO INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES
IMPACTED BY ADDICTION.

WWW.GRACEANDRECOVERY.ORG E

earlier this year, earned his 18th state
championship. “This was a collective
team effort,” Kypriss said. “Probably
the most satisfying state champion-
ship for me as a coach. We all came
together at the right time, and to win
Nease’s first state championship in 30

years was very gratifying.”

Kochis said the team’s chemistry was
“We really just
trusted each other in times when we

key to its success.

knew we had to come together to win

the championship,” she said.

Submitted by the Golden Panther
Booster Club, Nease High School

-

2

Spiritual retreat focuses on addiction recovery in St. Augustine

The Grace and Recovery Foundation
is hosting a spiritual retreat focused on
addiction recovery at the historic Our
Lady of La Leche at Mission Nombre
De Dios, 101 San Marco Avenue, St.
Augustine, on Sept. 20, coinciding
with National Recovery Month.

The day-long retreat runs from 9 a.m.

to 4:30 p.m., with breakfast served

at 8:30 a.m. The program combines
traditional recovery principles with
faith-based elements, featuring wit-
ness testimonials, scriptural reflection
and meditation, small group discus-
sions and a review of the 12 steps of
recovery. All ages are welcome.

While Catholic Mass and confession

are available, participation remains op-

tional, making the program accessible
regardless of specific faith traditions.

For more information, contact the
Grace and Recovery Foundation at

732-425-7949.

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com




By Scott A. Grant
mail@floridanewsline.com

In 1937, a Russian immigrant had
a novel idea. He wanted to build a
new kind of aquarium just south of
St. Augustine. His name was Count
Ilya Tolstoy, and he had a couple of
things going for him.

First, he was a count. Americans have

always been enamored of nobility.
Second, he was the grandson of Leo
Tolstoy, author of “War and Peace,”
one of the most famous novels of
all time. We are equally enamored
of famous writers. Tolstoy attracted
the attention and support of a man
named Pratt and another named
Whitney. Both were descended from
a long line of wealthy industrialists.
Together they planned to open the
“world’s first oceanarium.” It would
be more than just an aquarium. The
facility would also serve as a film
studio.

Marine Studios opened for business
in June 1938 and was an immediate
success. About 30,000 people showed
up the very first day, snarling traf-
fic on State Road A1A for miles in
both directions. Prior to the imposi-
tion of beachfront blackouts, Marine
Studios was one of the most brightly
lit properties on the Florida coast. So
bright were the lights that a German
U-boat commander used them as a
landmark as he hunted for prey off
the coast.

For the next several decades, barring
a three-year shutdown during World
War II, Marine Studios was the most
popular tourist attraction in the
state. Visitors came from all over the
world. They came to see the dolphin
show. So many people came to see
the dolphin show that in 1948 The
Times-Union called the man who
starred in the show, Mitch Lightsey,

Florida icons
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PopHistory

“the most photographed man in
America.” He may well have been.

They also came to see celebrities. A
number of famous writers hung out
at Marine Studios. Marjorie Kinnan
Rawlings, the area’s most famous au-
thor, who wrote “The Yearling,” was
there regularly. Her husband, Norton
Baskin, operated the Moby Dick

Bar & Grill on the property. Other
authors like John Dos Passos and
especially Ernest Hemingway liked to
drink at the Moby Dick. The bar was
shaped like the bow of a ship and
was fitted with a hydraulic system
that made it rock as if it were at sea.
They say that when the crowd got
too rowdy, Norton would speed up
the hydraulics to make his inebriated
guests seasick.

In 1961, Marine Studios changed
its name to Marineland. By then,

it had already lived up admirably

to its original name and purpose.

A number of movies and TV shows
were shot there, most notably “The
Creature from the Black Lagoon” and
its sequels. “Return of the Creature”
was shot largely at Marine Studios
and in Palatka. Clint Eastwood made
his first credited movie appearance in
that film, in a scene shot just outside
St. Augustine. Many episodes of the
TV series “Sea Hunt,” starring Lloyd
Bridges, were also filmed at Marine
Studios. When it was built, Marine
Studios was a modern wonder of the
world, as iconic in its time and place
as the Sphinx or the Washington
Moument.

Scott A Grant is a local author and
historian. He welcomes your comments
at scottg@standfastic.com

Beaches Museum to honor community leaders at annual gala

NewsLine staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Beaches Museum will host its
12th annual Beach Legends Gala on
Friday, Sept. 12, at the TPC Sawgrass
Clubhouse, celebrating a new class
of extraordinary community lead-
ers. As the museum marks 47 years
of preserving local history, the Beach
Legends Gala recognizes those whose
service and leadership have enriched
the lives of residents from Mayport to
Palm Valley.

“Throughout our history, the Beaches
Museum has proudly preserved and
honored our heritage,” said Executive
Director Chris Hoffman. “This year’s
Legends — Lori Anderson, William
‘Bill’ Gulliford and Gabe Goodman
— embody the values and spirit that
make our community unique. We

are honored to celebrate their lasting
legacies.”

Beach Legends honorees:

Lori Anderson After a successful
career with United Airlines in San
Francisco, Lori Anderson answered a
calling that brought her to Ponte Ve-
dra Beach and to a life of service. Six
months later, she became executive
director of Mission House, where her
leadership transformed the organiza-
tion’s reach and impact. She later
became the first professional execu-
tive director of the Beaches Council
on Aging, continuing her mission to
uplift others by improving the lives of
local seniors.

William “Bill” Gulliford A tireless
advocate for the Beaches, Bill Gul-
liford has dedicated decades to civic
service and community leadership.
His public service includes roles as
mayor of Atlantic Beach and Jack-
sonville City councilman, and he
has held key leadership positions in
numerous nonprofit and civic orga-
nizations. Bill’s practical leadership
and commitment to common-sense

Beach Legends honorees Gabe Goodman, left, Lori Anderson, center, and William “Bill" Gulliford, right, will be recog-
nized at the Beaches Museum’s 12th annual gala Sept. 12.

solutions have left a lasting mark on
Northeast Florida.

Gabe Goodman For more than 30
years, Gabe Goodman has been a
guiding light for the Beaches com-
munity, both from the pulpit and
through quiet, compassionate ser-
vice. As the pastor of Community
Presbyterian Church, Gabe grew the
congregation, the number of services
and added two wings to the sanctu-
ary. He was a founding member of the
Beaches Ministerial Association and
helped launch BEAM, Mission House

and Pablo Hamlet, building a legacy
rooted in faith, family and commu-
nity support.

The Beach Legends Gala begins
at 6:30 p.m. and features a seated
dinner, silent and live auctions, and

heartfelt tributes to the honorees. As

the museum’s largest annual fundrais-

er, the event supports vital education-

al programs and operational needs.

For tickets and more information,

visit beachesmuseum.org.
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St Johns Jax Beach

450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd

(next to Publix)
904.230.3242
wbu.com/jacksonville

904.246.6832

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)
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Offer expires 9/30/25.
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The call of the Blue Ridge Parkway, of-
ten called “America’s Favorite Drive,” is
hard to ignore. I recently followed that
call into the heart of Southwest Virginia.
The road is limited-access, billboard-free
and designed for leisurely travel rather

than high-speed driving.

I found scenic overlooks with layered
ridgelines of misty blue and uncovered
a string of small towns: Rocky Mount,
Stuart and Floyd. Each one a gem in its
own right, welcomed me with music,
stories and now, memories that linger.

My trip began near Rocky Mount, a
friendly spot with deep agricultural

roots and the proud title of “Moonshine
Capital of the World.” That evening, I
sipped a moonshine cocktail and tapped
my foot to the beat of old-time moun-
tain music at Twin Creeks Distillery.
Think banjo picking, fast fiddling, guitar
and upright bass—the soundtrack of
Appalachia.

Just outside town, I found the Blue
Ridge Institute and Farm Museum in
Ferrum. As Virginia’s official state center
for folklore, it maintains a farmstead
and exhibits on Appalachian traditions.
I meandered through preserved 19th-
century buildings, photographing rustic
barns, weathered tools and heritage
breeds of livestock.

Farther south along the Parkway, I

© Baptist Health 2025

Blue Ridge Bliss: A journey through

Southwest Virginia

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

pulled over at the Rocky Knob Recre-
ation Area, where I found opportunities
for hiking, biking and camping. But I
couldn’t resist stopping at the Saddle
Overlook. It offered the opposite of
Florida’s landscape—mighty mountain
ridges rolling across the horizon. I loved
it.

A bit farther on, I reached one of the
Parkway’s most photographed land-
marks: Mabry Mill. The weathered
wooden gristmill, reflected in the still
water, created a timeless scene. On
weekends, local musicians gather there,
adding an Appalachian soundtrack
through the trees. Visitors can also
watch demonstrations of traditional
crafts like blacksmithing, sawmilling
and sorghum-making.

I then made my way to Stuart for a

stop at Fairy Stone State Park. Legend
says the park’s cross-shaped stones were
formed from the tears of mourning fair-
ies. While I didn’t find any fairy stones, I
discovered plenty of magic in the park’s
peaceful woodland.

But the real soul of this trip revealed
itself in Floyd. Just a few miles off the
Parkway, Floyd is a place where art,
music and mountain spirit mingle on
every corner. My visit coincided with
the Thursday Night Jam, nearly as lively
as the legendary Friday Night Jamboree
at the Floyd Country Store. Locals and

and you have it right here at Baptist Medical Center South.

provides a full spectrum of top-rated care:

* Maternity care that moms choose most

e 24/7 ER for adults and children

* Specialists in 30+ areas of expertise

e Cancer care from Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center
* Innovative care including robotic surgery

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Visitors to Mabry Mill can watch demonstrations of traditional crafts like blacksmithing, sawmilling, and sorghum-

visitors pack the space, clapping and
dancing. Joy abounds. I adored watch-
ing the fiddlers, twirling dancers and
grinning elders tapping their toes.

By day, the Floyd Artisan Trail led me to
tucked-away galleries and studios brim-
ming with pottery, paintings and fine
woodworking. The Hotel Floyd made
an ideal overnight rest stop.

My final Parkway stop, near the North
Carolina border, brought me to the
Blue Ridge Music Center. Managed by
the National Park Service, the museum
tells the story of mountain music’s deep
roots. Out back, a shaded amphitheater
hosts musicians who keep those tunes
alive—melodies that rise from the hills.

Thanks for voting us No. 1!

When it comes to your health care, taking chances isn't an option. You want the very best,

We're thankful to be voted St. Augustine’s Best Medical Center by local residents just like you.

From delivering babies to providing heart and cancer care, Baptist South

It's a privilege to serve you. Thank you for entrusting us with your health care.

BaptistJax.com/South ¢ 14550 Old St. Augustine Road e Jacksonville, FL 32258 ¢ 904.271.6000

making

October brings the most visitors to the
Parkway, thanks to its explosion of fall
color. Last year, I detoured there (while
visiting Natural Bridge) just to catch the
autumn display. All T can say is wow!

Make your reservations soon.

My journey along the Blue Ridge Park-
way reminded me that travel isn’t always
about ticking off landmarks; it’s about
pausing, observing and connecting.

In Southwest Virginia, I found a place
where the past is preserved with pride,
the music never fades and the beauty
begs to be relished. For anyone seek-
ing an authentic slice of Appalachian

culture, this route delivers.
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